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Price  Explosion,  Looming  Hunger,  Bloody  Nationalism 


Breakup  of  Soviet  Union 
Spells  Disaster 


Soviet  Workers: 
Smash  Yeltsin-Bush 
Counterrevolution! 


JANUARY  6 — In  late  December  Boris 
Yeltsin  formally  took  over  the  Kremlin 
and  booted  out  Mikhail  Gorbachev  in 
the  name  of  the  Russian  nation,  thereby 
eliminating  the  last  remnants  of  the  cen- 
tral Soviet  government.  A week  later  he 
“liberalized"  prices,  eliminating  all  but 
a few  price  subsidies,  tripling  the  price 
of  bread,  quintupling  the  price  of  fuel 
and  sending  the  price  of  meat  soaring, 
so  that  a pound  of  sausage  now  costs 
two  months  pension.  In  the  name  of 
introducing  “free  market"  capitalism, 
"Tsar  Boris"  slashed  the  living  standards 
of  Soviet  working  people  by  75  percent 
overnight.  The  imperialists  in  Wall  Street 
and  Washington,  Berlin  and  Tokyo 
proclaimed  total  victory  in  the  Cold 
War  against  "Communism.”  "The  Soviet 
Union  itself  is  no  more,"  exulted  Bush, 
calling  it  "a  victory  for  the  moral  force 
of  our  values.” 

On  paper  the  Union  of  Soviet  So- 
cialist Republics  was  replaced  by  a 
continued  on  page  8 


Angry  women,  desperate  to  feed  their  families,  in  Moscow  store.  Yeltsin  s "free  market"  price-gouging  threatens  mass 
hunger  for  Soviet  people. 


75,000  Slaughtered, 

Death  Squad  Killers  to  Get  Amnesty 

El  Salvador: 
There  Is  No  Peace 


For  Class  War  Against 
Pax  Americana 
in  Central  America! 


Two  minutes  before  midnight  on  December  31, 
negotiators  for  the  leftist  Farabundo  Marti  National 
Liberation  Front  (FMLN)  and  the  rightist  govern- 
ment of  El  Salvador  signed  a "peace"  agreement  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  United  Nations  in  New  York. 
Upon  hearing  the  news  over  the  FMLN's  Radio 
Venceremos,  guerrillas  on  the  Guazapa  Volcano  just 
outside  San  Salvador  and  in  rebel  camps  throughout 
the  tiny  Central  American  country  rang  in  the  New 
Year  by  firing  off  their  AK-47  rifles  in  celebration. 


The  next  day.  100  guerrillas  entered  the  Salvadoran 
capital  unarmed,  announcing  they  were  going  to  form 
an  FMLN  party,  and  a 36-hour  "peace  festival"  was 
held  in  front  of  the  Metropolitan  Cathedral.  Youths 
danced  in  the  street  sporting  FMLN  headbands. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Salvadoran  masses 
breathed  a sigh  of  relief  at  the  announced  end  of  a 
decade  of  bitter  armed  conflict,  which  has  taken  a 
toll  of  more  than  75.000  lives.  The  FMLN  guerrilla 
coalition  has  been  pushing  for  the  last  two  years  for 
a settlement  to  call  off  the  fighting  and  allow  it  to 
"reincorporate"  its  members  into  "legal"  social  and 
political  activity.  Likewise,  there  is  plenty  of  evi- 
dence that  ultrarightist  sectors  of  the  army  and  of 
the  ruling  ARENA  (Republican  Nationalist  Alliance) 
party  resisted  the  accords  up  to  the  end  and  will  do 
their  best  to  prevent  their  implementation.  But  the 
continued  on  page  4 


Chauvel/Sygma 

November  1989:  Bodies  of  Jesuit  priests  and 
their  housekeeper  gunned  down  in  massacre 
ordered  by  army  tops,  covered  up  by  U.S. 
embassy. 


Spartakist  spokesman  Renate  Dahlhaus  and  supporter  Michael  Philippsen  (speaking),  with  supporters  at 
December  4 demonstration  outside  courthouse  in  Berlin.  For  workers  mobilization  to  stop  the  fascists. 


Anti-Fascists  Win  in  Moabit  Trial 


After  a defense  campaign  that  lasted 
almost  three  years,  on  December  4 a 
Berlin  court  dropped  the  charges  against 
Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Germany 
(SpAD)  spokesman  Renate  Dahlhaus 
and  acquitted  SpAD  supporter  Michael 
Philippsen.  At  stake  was  the  right  to  self- 


defense  against  Nazi  terror.  This  signif- 
icant victory  for  anti-fascists  would  not 
have  been  possible  without  the  mobili- 
zation of  widespread  public  support, 
including  almost  300  organizations  and 
individuals  who  joined  in  demanding  the 
charges  be  dropped.  It  came  amid  witch- 


TROTSKY 


Chaos  or  Communism 

The  counterrevolutionary  Yeltsin  regime  in 
Russia  and  its  counterparts  in  the  other 
republics  of  the  disintegrating  Soviet  Union 
are  plunging  the  population  into  abject  mis- 
ery amid  bloody  nationalist  conflagration. 
Restoration  of  capitalism  on  the  ruins  of 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  which  betrayed  the 
October  Revolution  promises  brutal  dictator- 
ship and  economic  ruin  rather  than  the  myths 
of  " democracy " and  "prosperity."  To  carry 
out  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  workers  state 


LENIN 


they  must  come  up  against  and  destroy  the  poweiful  Soviet  proletariat.  Writing  in  the 
heat  of  the  Russian  Civil  War,  Bolshevik  leaders  Preobrazhensky  and  Bukharin  spelled 
out  the  alternatives  posed  for  humanity  as  "chaos  or  communism  The  outcome  depends 
on  revolutionary  leadership. 


The  revolution  as  it  develops  becomes  a world  revolution  for  the  same  reason  that 
the  imperialist  war  became  a world  war.  All  important  countries  are  interconnected, 
they  are  all  parts  of  the  world  economy,  nearly  all  of  them  were  involved  in  the  war. 
and  were  united  by  the  war  in  a common  understanding.  In  all  countries  alike,  the  war 
produced  terrible  devastation,  led  to  famine,  and  to  the  enslavement  of  the  proletariat. 
Everywhere  it  promoted  the  gradual  decomposition  and  decay  of  capitalism,  and 
ultimately  caused  a revolt  against  the  savage  discipline  in  the  army,  the  factory,  and 
the  workshop.... 

We  are  thus  confronted  by  two  alternatives,  and  two  only.  There  must  either  be 
complete  disintegration,  hell  broth,  further  brutalisation  and  disorder,  absolute  chaos, 
or  else  communism.  All  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  reestablish  capitalism  in  a 
country  where  for  a time  the  masses  have  had  power  in  their  own  hands,  confirm  this 
statement  of  alternatives.  Neither  the  Finnish  bourgeoisie  nor  the  Hungarian  bourgeoi- 
sie, neither  Kolchak  nor  Denikin  nor  Skoropadsky,  was  in  a position  to  restore 
economic  life.  They  were  unable  to  establish  even  their  own  bloody  system  upon  a 
firm  footing. 

The  only  issue  for  humanity  is  communism.  And  since  communism  can  be  realised 
only  by  the  proletariat,  the  proletariat  is  today  the  true  saviour  of  mankind  from  the 
horrors  of  capitalism,  from  the  barbarities  of  exploitation,  from  colonial  policy, 
incessant  wars,  famine,  a lapse  into  savagery  and  brutalisation,  from  all  the  abomina- 
tions that  are  entailed  by  financial  capital  and  imperialism.  Herein  lies  the  splendid 
historic  significance  of  the  proletariat.  The  workers  may  suffer  defeat  in  individual 
battles,  and  even  in  individual  countries.  But  the  victory  of  the  proletariat  is  no  less 
certain  than  the  ruin  of  the  bourgeoisie  is  inevitable. 


— Nikolai  Bukharin  and  Evgeny  Preobrazhensky,  The  ABC  of  Communism  (1919) 
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hunt  trials  against  leaders  and  border 
guards  of  the  annexed  East  German 
(DDR)  workers  state,  including  former 
DDR  chief  Erich  Honecker,  whom  they 
want  to  skewer  in  the  very  same  court- 
house. That  is  the  vengeful  “justice”  of 
the  Fourth  Reich. 

Representative  of  the  broad  back- 
ing for  the  Moabit  anti-fascists  were 
the  90  supporters  who  turned  out  for 
a rally  before  the  trial.  Among  them 
were  representatives  of  the  PDS  (Party 
of  Democratic  Socialism,  successor  to 
the  Stalinist  ruling  party  of  the  ex- 
DDR),  itself  a major  target  of  the 
Social  Democratic-led  witchhunters;  the 
KPD/ML  (Communist  Party  of  Ger- 
many/Marxist-Leninist);  the  Iranian  left- 
ist group  Rahe  Kargar  and  the  Cuba  Si 
solidarity  group,  together  with  a group 
of  high  school  students.  From  Hamburg 
came  a contingent  of  SpAD  supporters, 
immigrants  and  veteran  anti-fascists.  A 
protest  statement  to  the  court  from  the 
women’s  group  of  the  East  Berlin  Jewish 
community  was  read,  which  stated: 

“We  must  not  shrink  back,  even  if  every 
protest  action  is  condemned  as  'hooli- 
ganism.' ‘ultraleftism.’  ‘Stasi  collabora- 
tion.’ etc.  and  the  judiciary  defends  vio- 
lent criminals,  not  their  victims....  As 
Jews  in  Germany  we  have  had  enough 
bitter  experiences  and  recognize  the  ter- 
rible danger  represented  by  trials  such 
as  the  present  Moabit  case.  We  must 
act  TOGETHER  against  it.  Before  it's 
too  late." 

Dahlhaus  and  Philippsen  were  ini- 
tially charged  along  with  six  others,  the 
charges  against  whom  were  earlier 
dropped.  Their  alleged  “crime”:  defend- 


ing themselves  and  other  patrons  of  a 
restaurant  frequented  by  immigrants  and 
leftists  in  the  West  Berlin  working-class 
district  of  Moabit  against  an  attack  by 
pistol-waving  Nazis.  The  incident  came 
during  the  January  1989  election  cam- 
paign of  the  fascist  “Republikaner”; 
inside  the  cafe  a Spartacist  video  was 
being  shown  of  the  successful  mobiliza- 
tion that  stopped  the  KKK/skinheads  in 
Philadelphia  in  November  1988. 

The  state’s  star  witness  was  none  other 
than  Carsten  Pagel,  the  Berlin  Republi- 
kaner Fiihrer  who  led  the  1989  assault. 
Trial  proceedings  began  on  May  24  with 
a sinister  provocation  as  the  fascist  Pagel 
marched  into  the  courtroom  accompa- 
nied by  a three-man  bodyguard  which 
the  judge  refused  to  identify.  (They  were 
later  revealed  to  be  plainclothes  police.) 
In  response,  the  lawyers  for  Dahlhaus 
and  Philippsen  filed  motions  to  remove 
the  judge  from  the  case  on  grounds  of 
prejudice.  This  led  to  an  adjournment  of 
the  trial. 

The  court  rejected  the  motions,  but 
that  did  nothing  for  the  state’s  case, 
which  began  unraveling  the  minute  pro- 
ceedings resumed  on  December  4.  The 
three  Nazi  “witnesses"  lied  and  blatantly 
contradicted  one  another.  One  accused  a 
big  man  with  a small  beard,  or  maybe 
it  was  a small  man  wilh  a big  beard,  or 
(according  to  Pagel)  it  was  a beard  like 
"Lenin  and  Trotsky  wore."  Or.  the 
defense  attorney  ironically  interjected, 
perhaps  it  was  a beard  like  that  of  the 
state's  attorney.  The  Nazi  gunman  in  the 
Moabit  attack  said  he  had  been  advised 
continued  on  page  9 
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Letters 


The  Post  Office  Drives  You  Crazy 


29  November  1991 

Dear  Editor: 

Since  the  post  office  has  been  the  site 
of  two  multiple  shootings  by  angry  fired 
workers  in  the  past  month,  I wanted  to 
write  and  give  your  readers  an  inside 
view  of  working  conditions.  In  short, 
they’re  brutal  and  atrocious — as  the  nine 
armed  attacks  by  former  employees  over 
the  last  eight  years  resulting  in  32  deaths 
testifies. 

Workers  in  my  post  office  are  outraged 
that  the  Postmaster  General  has  ordered 
background  checks  on  all  current  and 
former  postal  workers  as  though  we  were 
the  criminals,  when  the  real  criminals 
are  postal  management  and  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment. There  hasn’t  been  a nationwide 
strike  since  1970,  and  particularly  since 
PATCO  was  busted  in  1981  (signifi- 
cantly. the  same  period  that  these  postal 
murders  have  occurred)  management  has 
turned  the  screws  ever  tighter,  getting 
more  work  out  of  fewer  workers.  While 
the  volume  of  mail  has  increased  several- 
fold  (especially  the  hated  "junk  mail"), 
management’s  stated  goal  is  to  massively 
reduce  the  workforce.  While  there  has 
been  some  automation,  increased  ex- 
ploitation has  been  accomplished  by 
straight-out  harassment,  speedup  and 


firing  of  recalcitrant  workers. 

The  Royal  Oak.  Michigan  post  office, 
where  the  last  attack  occurred,  sounds 
like  a real  hellhole,  with  workers  disci- 
plined for  whistling  or  going  to  the  bath- 
room “too  often."  These  conditions  are 
pervasive  throughout  the  postal  system. 
Forced  overtime  is  a way  of  life;  most 
routes  cannot  be  completed  in  less  than 
10-12  hours.  Carriers  often  have  to 
deliver  the  last  part  of  their  routes 


after  dark.  Safety  and  health  conditions 
are  a joke.  Back  and  neck  injuries  are 
endemic  and  management  has  a policy  of 
obstructing  all  workmen’s  comp  cases. 
Recently  in  my  office,  management 
unsuccessfully  attempted  to  fire  every- 
one who  had  a workmen's  comp  claim 
pending. 

But  it  is  still  difficult  to  fire  postal 
workers,  a legacy  of  civil  service.  This 
leads  to  intense  and  ongoing  harassment 


of  workers  whom  management  wants  to 
get  rid  of.  Daily  lectures  and  frequent 
surveillance  out  on  the  delivery  routes 
are  just  a couple  of  their  methods.  I have 
also  seen  bosses  get  right  up  in  workers' 
faces  and  yell  at  them,  attempting  to 
incite  the  worker  to  push  or  punch  man- 
agement (this  is  an  immediate  firing 
offense).  And  this  is  the  only  job  that 
I’ve  worked  where  I saw  management 
make  a man  cry  (he  was  sitting  in  his 
jeep  bawling  after  a horrible  bout  with 
the  boss). 

We  weren't  allowed  to  vote  at  all  on 
our  last  union  contract,  which  was  set- 
tled through  binding  arbitration.  It 
brought  us  more  of  the  "two-tier”  setup, 
increased  use  of  "casual"  workers  (who 
work  for  89  days  only,  with  no  union 
protection,  no  benefits,  and  substandard 
wages),  contracting  out  and  a tiny  wage 
increase. 

All  in  all,  it’s  a wonder  more  postal 
workers  haven’t  gone  crazy.  In  the 
absence  of  strike  action  and  with  our 
union  bureaucrats  selling  us  out  in  every 
conceivable  way.  the  intense  pressure 
and  exploitation  have  driven  some  postal 
workers  to  desperate  and  crazy  acts. 
What  we  really  need  is  some  hard 
class  struggle.  It’ll  take  a workers  rev- 
olution to  sweep  away  our  exploiters 
once  and  for  all. 

Diana  C., 

Bay  Area  letter  carrier 


I'Uzlp  f 1 * 


| Conditions  at  the  Royal  Oak, 

3 Michigan  post  office — where 
on  November  14,  former 
employee  Thomas  Mcllvane 
shot  and  killed  four  managers 
— were  notorious.  Labor  Notes 
(January  1992)  reports  that 
the  previous  month,  a Con- 
gressional aide  had  toured  the 
facility  responding  to  worker 
complaints.  Workers  on  the 
afternoon  shift  taped  leaflets 
to  their  shirts  asking  for 
“HELP!"  against  the  “postal 
terrorists"  of  management. 


People  with  AIDS 


21  November  1991 

Dear  Editor: 

The  piece  on  “Magic"  Johnson  and 
his  announcement  of  his  HIV  serostatus 
("Magic  Johnson  and  the  AIDS  Crisis." 
No.  539,  22  November  1991)  was  prob- 
ably one  of  the  most  in-depth  articles  I 
have  read  in  your  publication  since  I’ve 
taken  the  editor's  position  here.  There 
are,  however,  grave  errors  in  the  defining 
terms  that  were  used  for  people  with 
AIDS.  We  are  not  “AIDS  victims”  and 
we  have  been  working  very  hard  for  a 
great  many  years  now  at  coalitions 
across  this  country  to  eliminate  the 
idea  that  AIDS  is  a “death  sentence." 
Both  of  these  presuppositions  were  used 
in  the  article.  The  usages  marred  it 


Ridgetop.  TN 
24  December  1991 

To  the  Editor: 

In  articles  of  22  November  1991 
("KKK  Duke  Rides  Racist  Backlash" 
[WV  No.  539])  and  27  December  1991 
(“U.S.  Economy  Dead  in  the  Water"  [WV 
No.  541  ]).  you  point  to  the  anxieties  and 
fears  of  "lower  and  middle  class  whites." 
These  are  being  fed  by  growing  eco- 
nomic desperation  which  fascist  scum 
(esp.  David  Duke),  in  turn,  are  attempt- 
ing to  channel  into  racist  backlash 
against  blacks. 

Why  have  you  abandoned  a class  anal- 
ysis of  this  backlash?  "Lower  class”  and 
"middle  class"  are  categories  of  crude 
(bourgeois)  sociological  investigations 
of,  e.g.,  income  levels  and  styles  of  con- 
sumption. In  fact,  in  the  22  November 
1991  article,  it's  precisely  that  type  of 
"analysis"  that,  quite  frankly,  com- 
rades, you  wallow  in.  (For  example,  "He 
[Duke]  did  best  among  white  families 
between  $15,000  and  $30,000,  while 
only  a third  of  white  families  earning 
more  than  $75,000  voted  for  him.")  That 
"analysis"  was.  at  any  rate,  taken  straight 
out  of  the  New  York  Times  of  11.18.91. 


considerably  for  people  living  with 
AIDS  and  HIV. 

So  let’s  set  the  record  straight.  People 
have  a right  to  choose  what  they  will 
be  called.  You  are  not  a socialist  pig 
or.  if  you  were  an  African-American, 
for  instance,  would  I call  you  a nigger. 
We  do  not  appreciate  being  called  vic- 
tims. The  term  is  pejorative  and  does 
not  affirm  the  fact  that  people  are  liv- 
ing and  fighting  back  the  many  bodily 
and  social  infections  that  plague  us.  As 
appreciative  as  we  could  be  that  social- 
ists would  be  concerned  with  our  plight, 
paying  closer  attention  to  our  movement 
and  calling  us  by  the  terms  with  which 
we  would  dignify  ourselves  serves  us 
better. 


We  both  know  that  a class  analysis 
takes  as  its  point  of  departure  the  objec- 
tive position  of  individuals  and  social 
groups  in  the  social  order,  that  is.  their 
relation  to  the  means  of  production. 
From  this  perspective,  the  forms  of 
awareness  in  and  through  [which]  indi- 
viduals and  social  groups  live  and  expe- 
rience the  conflicts  of  our  era  can  be 
elaborated;  and.  in  this  context,  the 
crude  categories  of  bourgeois  sociology 
receive  their  insertion  and  acquire  their 
proper  meaning. 

You  know  this,  so  what  gives?  I won- 
der whether  you  are  not  masking  the 
potential  proletarian  character  of  some 
of  Duke’s  white  support.  Does  the  term 
“lower  class,"  once  properly  understood, 
have  a counterpart  among  a layer  of  the 
U.S.  working  class?  If  so,  then  say  it. 
Trotsky  surely  never  had  any  problem 
saying  such.  (With  reference  to  the  capit- 
ulatory policy  of  KPD  he  stales  that  it 
"would  completely  push  the  middle 
classes  and  the  still  vacillating  sections 
of  the  petty  bourgeoisie,  as  well  as  con- 
siderable sections  of  the  proletariat 
itself,  to  the  side  of  fascism."  "Germany, 
the  Key  to  the  International  Situation" 


Aside  from  those  mistakes,  which  cut 
deep  into  our  psyche  and  hearts,  the  arti- 
cle was  an  accurate  one  that  did  reflect 
the  inhumanity  that  has  been  brought  to 
focus  for  so  many  of  us.  Now  if  a few 
more  would  look  at  the  picture  before 
them,  the  changes  we  all  seek  to  make 
might  become  manifest  sooner. 

Thanks  for  your  concern  and 
considerations. 

Sincerely, 

Bree  Scott-Hartland 

Editor.  People  With  AIDS 
Coalition  Newsline 

WV  replies:  We  applaud  the  brave  efforts 
of  all  those  fighting  for  their  lives  against 
the  terrible  scourge  of  AIDS.  We  do 
use  the  term  “AIDS  victims."  as  well 
as  "people  with  AIDS,"  "HIV-infected 
people"  and  so  on.  As  we  noted  in 
replying  to  a letter  in  Women  and  Rev- 
olution (No.  36.  Spring  1989),  we  do 


in  The  Struggle  Against  Fascism  in  Ger- 
many; NY,  1974.  p.  125.)  Now  no  one 
is  accusing  you  of  having  a "capitulatory 
policy"  in  the  face  of  the  fascists.  Far 
from  it.  The  problem  lies  elsewhere.  To 
quote  Trotsky  again  (in  his  construction 
of  a speech  Thalmann  should  have  made 
to  German  workers):  "...|B|eware  of 
throwing  dust  in  their  eyes, ...closing  our 
eyes  to  facts.  ..  It  is  necessary  to  state 
what  is"  ("Against  National  Commu- 
nism." ibid.,  p.  1 10). 

Comradely. 

V.  Barnes 

Wl'  replies  Why  don't  you  refer  to 
Duke’s  working-class  support,  the  writer 
asks.  Are  you  afraid  to  tell  the  truth? 
But  to  talk  about  proletarian  support  to 
the  KKK/Nazi  David  Duke  would  be 
misleading,  both  in  terms  of  why  people 
support  him,  and  who  they  are.  Duke 
does  not  attempt  to  appeal  to  workers  as 
such — and  obviously  not  to  the  millions 
of  black  workers.  Rather,  like  countless 
racists  before  him  who  have  played  the 
"populist"  tune,  he  appeals  to  "poor 
whites"  and  to  those  who  see  themselves 
as  being  on  the  lower  rungs  of  the  "social 


not  consider  the  term  "victim"  to  be 
denigrating  in  any  way.  Thus  to  say  that 
European  Jews  were  victims  of  the 
Nazi  Holocaust  is  not  “pejorative."  and 
doesn't  deny  their  desperate  fight  for 
survival.  It  must  be  said  bluntly  that  peo- 
ple with  AIDS  really  are  being  victim- 
ized horribly  by  this  racist,  homophobic- 
society.  Denouncing  the  vicious  bigotry- 
heaped  on  those  known  to  be  infected 
with  the  HIV  virus,  we  demand  that  all 
necessary  social  resources  be  expended 
to  find  a cure  or  containment  for  the 
ravages  this  virus  is  inflicting  on  human- 
ity and  to  provide  decent  treatment  to 
ease  the  suffering  of  the  sick.  Like 
the  current  cholera  epidemic  in  Latin 
America  and  the  renewed  outbreak  of 
TB  here,  the  AIDS  pandemic  highlights 
the  brutal  inequalities  and  savage  deg- 
radation inflicted  by  this  capitalist  soci- 
ety. That  among  other  reasons  is  why  we 
are  socialists.  ■ 


ladder."  That  is,  the  "lower"  and  "middle 
class"  whites — a category  which  would 
include  many  workers  along  with  white 
cops  and  white  shopkeepers. 

The  absence  of  pseudo-working-class 
demagogy  by  fascist  Duke  distinguishes 
him  from  the  Nazis,  whose  formal  name 
was  the  "National  Socialist  German 
Workers  Party."  Duke  does  not  make  a 
pitch  to  proletarian  sectors,  and  the 
"backlash”  that  V.  Barnes  refers  to  is  not 
working-class  but  racial  in  character.  In 
fact  the  closer  one  gets  to  the  core  of 
continued  on  page  9 
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minister)  replaced  with  a National  Civ- 
ilian Police  open  to  former  FMLN 
combatants. 

The  economic  reforms  include  a 
promise  to  enforce  the  245-hectare  limit 
on  landholdings  that  has  been  on  the 
books  for  years  (part  of  the  counter- 
insurgency “land  reform"),  and  allowing 
workers  to  buy  25  percent  of  government 
enterprises  being  privatized!  In  princi- 
ple, peasants  in  FMLN-held  areas  are  to 
be  allowed  to  keep  the  land  they  are 
occupying,  although  this  will  be  decided 
on  by  another  ad  hoc  commission.  This 
is  all  to  be  overseen  by  a Peace  Com- 
mission (COPAZ),  already  set  up. 
including  representatives  of  the  FMLN. 
the  military  and  each  of  the  parliamen- 
tary parties.  But  with  all  the  paper 
reforms  and  layers  of  commissions,  state 
power  is  firmly  in  the  hands  of  the  cap- 
italist class  and  enforced  by  the  same 
murderous  armed  forces  who  have  ruth- 
lessly run  El  Salvador  for  the  past  60 
years.  And  the  guerrilla  army  is  to  be 
disbanded. 

FMLN  leader  Handal  claims.  "We 
have  won  peace."  But  it  isn’t  peace,  and 
the  rebels  haven't  won.  Comandante 
Alfredo  of  the  National  Army  for 
Democracy  says  that  the  FMLN  plans 
"to  fight  for  a share  of  power  in  the  Leg- 
islative Assembly  and  the  municipali- 
ties" ( El  DiariolLa  Prensa,  2 December 
1991 ).  But  power  isn’t  shared  out  in  bits 
and  pieces.  Engels  defined  the  state  as 
based  on  “special  bodies  of  armed  men” 
committed  to  defense  of  the  property  of 
the  ruling  class,  as  Lenin  elaborated  and 
drove  home  in  laying  the  theoretical 
underpinnings  for  the  1917  October  Rev- 
olution. This  crucial  understanding  is  not 
hard  for  the  Salvadoran  working  masses 
to  grasp,  for  to  enforce  horrendous 
superexploitation  the  essence  of  state 
power  has  been  laid  bare,  without  the 
“democratic"  trappings  which  so  mystify 
the  population  in  the  rich  imperialist 
centers. 

Many  of  the  crucial  “details"  of  the 
accords  are  still  cloudy.  The  FMLN  says 
the  guerrillas  aren't  disarming,  though 
their  military  structure  will  disappear. 
According  to  some  claims.  "The  govern- 
ment agreed  that  in  the  areas  of  FMLN 
control  the  police  force  can  be  under  its 
supervision"  (People's  Weekly  World.  12 
October  1991).  But  at  most  this  would 
mean  that  in  the  remote  hills,  ex- 
guerrillas might  serve  as  the  (impotent) 
local  administration.  In  the  cities  and  big 
agro-exporting  industries,  the  police  will 
enforce  the  bosses’  "law  and  order."  Like 
the  Sandinista  Police  in  Nicaragua,  any 
"leftist"  cops  will  be  used  to  break  work- 
ers strikes.  Whatever  the  "purges"  or 
“reductions."  the  Salvadoran  capitalists 
are  not  dissolving  their  armed  forces, 
which  defend  their  property  and  their 
class  rule. 

This  bloodthirsty  ruling  class  is  very 
careful  to  protect  their  killer  elite.  Under 
pressure  from  the  Americans,  last  Sep- 
tember a court  found  Colonel  Guillermo 
Benavides  guilty  of  the  November  1989 


Imperialist-brokered 
“peace"  demands 
dissolution  of 
leftist  FMLN 
guerrilla  army. 


and  the  world,  that  the  Pax  Americana 
proclaimed  at  the  UN  will  at  best  only 
shift  the  terrain  of  battle  from  the  hills 
of  Moraz.an  and  Chalatenango  to  the  city 
streets,  factories  and  rural  plantations. 
And  the  “peace"  accords  will  surely  be 
used  to  cover  the  depredations  of  the 
notorious  death  squads,  who  target  leftist 
political  and  labor  leaders  and  activists, 
just  as  they  mercilessly  shot  down  Jesuit 
priests  and  conservative  Archbishop 
Romero,  bombed  union  halls  and  exe- 
cuted thousands  of  militants  over  the  last 
decade.  These  hit  squads  are  not  “rogue 
elements" — they  act  on  orders  from  the 
top  levels  of  state  power.  And  the  only 
“peace"  they  want  is  the  peace  of  the 
grave. 

The  demise  of  the  guerrilla  war  in  El 
Salvador,  like  the  1990  election  defeat 
of  the  leftist  Sandinistas  by  contra-linked 
forces  next  door  in  Nicaragua,  directly 
reflects  the  collapse  of  the  Stalinist 
regimes  in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  For  the  fighting  in  the  isthmus 
was  no  isolated  “regional  conflict"  but 
a hotspot  of  U.S.  imperialism’s  anti- 
Soviet  Cold  War.  The  origin  of  the 
Salvadoran  conflict  was  when  the  Rea- 
gan administration  soon  after  taking 
office  in  1981  vowed  to  "draw  the  line" 
against  "Communist  subversion"  in  Cen- 
tral America.  And  now  that  Salvadoran 
guerrillas  are  no  longer  seen  as  a “sur- 
rogate" for  the  “Evil  Empire,”  Wash- 
ington tightened  its  purse  strings  on  its 


Perez  de  Cuellar,  declares  that  the  parties 
had  reached  agreement  on  all  substan- 
tive questions  and  that  execution  of  the 
accords  "will  put  a definitive  end  to 
the  Salvadoran  armed  conflict."  Those 
agreements  have  not  been  spelled  out  in 
public,  however.  There  are  references  to 
a lengthy  document  of  75  or,  alterna- 
tively. over  100  pages,  in  addition  to 
accords  previously  arrived  at  in  the  float- 
ing negotiations.  There  is  a timetable 
requiring  agreement  by  January  10  on 
the  timing  and  means  for  dissolving  the 
military  structure  of  the  FMLN.  signing 
of  a final  peace  accord  in  Mexico  City 
on  the  16th.  and  a nine-month  cease-fire 
to  go  into  effect  on  February  I . 

Laudatory  newspaper  reports  say  the 
accord  "comes  close  to  restructuring  all 
the  country's  key  institutions  as  well 
as  its  political  and  social  life,"  includ- 
ing “an  overhaul  and  reduction  of  the 
53,000-member  armed  forces,  a new 
civil  police  force,  economic  and  social 
reforms  and  a reformed  judiciary  and 
electoral  system"  (Philadelphia  Inquirer, 
3 January).  The  military  is  to  be  reduced 
by  half  over  two  years,  its  counterinsur- 
gency battalions  dissolved,  and  its  mis- 
sion restricted  to  defense  of  national 
borders.  A commission  will  rule  on 
removing  military  men  accused  of  gross 
corruption  and  human  rights  violations. 
The  Treasury  Police  and  National  Guard 
are  to  be  dissolved  and  the  National 
Police  (presently  under  the  defense 


murder  of  six  Jesuit  priests,  their  house- 
keeper and  her  daughter.  "He  who  pays 
the  mariachi  picks  the  song,”  commented 
one  of  Benavides'  lawyers  about  U.S. 
arm-twisting.  But  the  court  did  not  con- 
vict the  troops  who  carried  out  the  mas- 
sacre. despite  their  confessions.  Most 
importantly,  they  did  not  go  any  higher 
up  in  the  military  hierarchy,  despite  evi- 
dence that  the  killing  was  ordered  by 
then  chief  of  staff  (now  defense  minister) 
Emilio  Ponce.  On  January  3,  the  Salva- 
doran minister  of  the  presidency.  Oscar 
Santamana,  announced  that  the  govern- 
ment would  decree  a general  amnesty 
when  the  cease-fire  went  into  effect,  thus 
absolving  the  mass  murderers. 

Besides,  any  FMLN  guerrillas  who 
join  a police  force  with  even  the 
"cleansed"  remnants  of  the  anti- 
communist death  squads  are  taking  their 
lives  in  their  hands.  An  example  of  the 
“moderates"  in  the  military  is  govern- 
ment negotiator  Colonel  Mauricio  Var: 
gas.  On  November  24.  Vargas  said  that 
an  alleged  FMLN  violation  of  its  unilat- 
eral truce  could  “provoke”  attacks  by 
ultrarightists,  “such  as  the  assassination 
of  Ruben  Zamora,"  a dissident  Christian 
Democratic  politician  formerly  linked  to 
the  FMLN.  The  next  day  a car  carrying 
Zamora's  bodyguards  was  attacked. 
Zamora,  who  calls  Vargas  a "realist,” 
credits  him  with  having  revealed  the 
plot.  The  CISPES  newspaper  Alert! 
(December  1991 /January  1992),  which 
reports  this  on  page  one,  quotes  Colonel 
Vargas  on  page  two  saying  that  "In  the 
post-war  period  the  blood  will  flow."  He 
should  know. 

The  “Reincorporation” 
of  the  FMLN 

When  the  initial  Salvadoran  peace 
accords  were  negotiated  at  the  UN  last 
fall,  Tim  Golden  wrote  in  the  New  York 
Times  (26  September):  "Despite  the 
global  shift  that  helped  to  unseat  their 
Sandinista  patrons  in  Nicaragua  and 


Bush  and  his  butcher:  meeting  with 
ARENA  head  Cristiani. 


El  Salvador... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

Salvadoran  people  are  not  “winners"  as 
a result  of  the  agreement — the  sugary 
claim  of  everyone  from  FMLN  coman- 
dante Shafik  Handal  to  the  New  York 
Times  to  Salvadoran  president  Alfredo 
Cristiani. 

The  heralded  "New  York  Accords" 
will  not  bring  "peace  and  stability”  to 
El  Salvador,  much  less  "promise  to  bring 
social  justice."  as  the  Committee  in 
Solidarity  with  the  People  of  El  Salvador 
(CISPES)  announced.  Rather,  while  the 
guerrilla/counterinsurgency  war  may  be 
ending,  the  class  war  in  the  cities  and 
countryside  will  continue  and  likely 
even  escalate.  For  the  Salvadoran  ruling 
class  is  one  of  the  most  brutally  oppres- 
sive in  the  Americas,  indeed  the  world: 
its  blood-drenched  guard  dogs  in  the  mil- 
itary and  security  forces  are  pathological 
killers.  No  piece  of  paper  will  stop  them. 
And  the  imperial  overlords  in  Wash- 
ington, for  all  Bush’s  talk  of  "interna- 
tional law."  launched  their  "New  World 
Order”  by  wantonly  slaughtering  over 
100.000  Iraqis  in  the  one-sided  Persian 
Gulf  "war." 

We  Trotskyists  of  the  International 
Communist  League  say  frankly  to  the 
workers  and  peasants  of  El  Salvador,  to 
the  working  people  ol  the  United  States 


Protesters  rounded 
up  by  National  Guard 
in  San  Salvador: 
tens  of  thousands 
have  been  murdered 
by  U.S. -backed 
death  squad  regime. 


surrogates  in  San  Salvador,  and  is  impos- 
ing a Pax  Americana. 

“Blood  Will  Flow” 

The  brief  “Acta  de  Nueva  York" 
signed  by  the  Salvadoran  belligerents, 
and  negotiated  under  the  auspices  of 
departing  UN  Secretary  General  Javier 


4 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


May  Day  1989  in  San 
Salvador.  Combative, 
defiant  Salvadoran 
unionists  still  face 
death  squad  terror, 
army  guns. 


isolate  Fidel  Castro  in  Cuba,  the  Fara- 
bundo  Marti  National  Liberation  Front 
...remains  probably  the  most  militarily 
potent  insurgency  that  Latin  America  has 
ever  seen."  This  is  true.  While  Che 
Guevara’s  guerrilla  band  in  Bolivia  was 
crushed  in  the  egg,  Castro’s  26th  of  July 
Movement  and  the  Nicaraguan  Sandinis- 
tas  both  fought  for  about  three  years  in 
the  hills  and  jungles,  and  came  to  power 
largely  due  to  the  internal  collapse  of 
the  corrupt  Batista  and  Somo/.a  dictator- 
ships under  the  pressure  of  insurgency. 
The  FMLN,  on  the  other  hand,  fought  a 
U.S. -supplied  and  U.S. -advised  army  to 
a draw  for  over  ten  years. 

In  part,  the  Salvadoran  “peace"  ac- 
cords grew  out  of  this  military  stalemate, 
in  which  neither  the  guerrillas  nor  the 
government  army  could  foresee  defeat- 
ing the  other  side.  This  was  brought 
home  by  the  November  1989  FMLN 
offensive,  in  which  rebel  forces  managed 
to  dig  in  and  hold  on  to  sections  of  the 
Salvadoran  capital  for  days,  despite 
heavy  aerial  bombing,  and  then  with- 
draw in  good  order — but  didn’t  spark  a 
mass  insurrection  that  alone  could  have 
overwhelmed  the  army.  This  was  not  just 
a military  question.  For  as  we  wrote  at 
the  time,  just  like  in  1983  when  the  guer- 
rillas were  also  within  striking  distance 
of  taking  power,  contrary  to  Reagan’s 
nightmare  visions  of  a spreading  Com- 
munist “red  tide,’’  the  FMLN  did  not  aim 
at  military  victory  but  at  a negotiated 


settlement  because  that  was  the  only 
basis  on  which  they  could  form  a 
"popular  front”  with  the  “democratic" 
bourgeois  sectors. 

Despite  Washington’s  anti-Soviet 
Cold  War  II  crusade,  this  line  was  also 
pushed  by  the  Sandinistas,  Castro  and 
the  Soviet  Stalinists,  all  of  whom  aimed 
at  "peaceful  coexistence”  with  U.S. 
imperialism.  And  then  with  the  “global 
shift"  represented  by  the  collapse  of  Sta- 
linism, the  Salvadoran  guerrillas  gave  up 
any  pretense  of  struggling  for  "social- 
ism.” In  1989,  top  FMLN  comandante 
Joaquin  Villalobos  openly  renounced 
any  residual  attachment  to  Marxism.  And 
the  September  1990  FMLN  “Proclama- 
tion to  the  Nation"  calling  for  a "Dem- 
ocratic Revolution"  didn’t  even  make  the 
usual  ritual  incantation  of  “socialism”  in 
the  by  and  by  that  was  standard  fare 
for  Third  World  Stalinist-nationalists, 
who  for  decades  justified  their  class 
collaboration  with  sections  of  the  bour- 
geoisie by  claiming  to  fight  for  a "de- 
mocracy” as  the  first  step  in  a “two-stage 
revolution.” 

Thus  “cleansed"  of  Marxist  stigma, 
the  FMLN  leaders  hoped  they  would 
become  acceptable  “conversation  part- 
ners” for  Washington.  The  pliable  Cris- 
tiani  is  a "moderate”  in  the  spectrum  of 
the  fascistic  ARENA.  The  party's  leader, 
death  squad  kingpin  Roberto  ("Blow- 
torch Bob”)  D’Aubuisson,  is  dying  of 
cancer.  And  with  the  Bush  regime  seek- 
ing to  reduce  its  military  commitments, 
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Washington  did  indeed  start  putting 
pressure  on  its  Salvadoran  clients.  So  the 
stage  was  set  for  “peace.” 

For  Workers  Revolution, 

North  and  South! 

Now  guerrilla  comandantes  and  army 
generals  hobnob  in  the  UN  corridors. 


Villalobos  sits  down  with  Ponce.  U.S. 
assistant  secretary  of  state  Bernard  Aron- 
son lounges  with  bathrobed  FMLN  lead- 
ers in  their  New  York  hotel.  Peace  is 
breaking  out  all  over,  or  so  it  is  reported. 
But  the  prospect  for  the  impoverished 
masses  of  El  Salvador  is  not  rosy  at  all. 
The  Cristiani  government  simply  dis- 
solved the  government  agency  which  for 
years  had  subsidized  basic  foodstuffs, 
and  now  it  is  seeking  to  break  public 
sector  unions  by  wholesale  privatization 
of  government-owned  enterprises.  The 
model  of  the  ARENA  "moderates"  is  to 
become  like  the  "Asian  dragons,"  in  par- 
ticular Taiwan.  This  is  where  D’Aubuis- 
son and  numerous  other  Salvadoran 
military  officers  were  trained  in  anti- 
Communist  terror.  To  clean  up  their 
image,  they  want  to  return  to  the 
Kuomintang-style  police-state  measures 
from  which  the  death  squads  originated. 

In  this  there  is  not  much  political 
space  for  combative  unions  or  any  kind 
of  an  organized  workers  movement.  And 
the  likes  of  Villalobos  could  very  well 
go  along  with  this.  In  a recent  article, 
he  noted  that  “the  insurgent  military 
force  is  almost  totally  peasant"  ( Barri - 
cada  International,  October  1991),  and 
it  is  quite  possible  that  peasant-derived 
"civilian  police”  could  be  used  against 
labor. 

Today,  in  the  face  of  the  Salvadoran 
"peace"  accords,  a genuinely  communist 
workers  party  is  more  urgently  needed 
than  ever.  Back  in  January  1981,  at  the 


time  of  the  FMLN’s  failed  "general 
offensive,"  we  called  "For  Workers 
Revolution  in  El  Salvador!"  and  warned 
that  “Popular  Frontism  Disarms  Masses 
Before  White  Terror"  (WV  No.  271,  2 
January  1981).  While  consistently  call- 
ing for  military  victory  to  the  leftist 
insurgents  over  the  murderous  junta  and 
death  squad  "democracy"  in  Salvador, 
we  have  insisted  that  even  in  a heavily 
peasant  country  the  working  class  is  the 
only  social  force  that  can  lead  a struggle 
to  liberate  all  the  exploited  and 
oppressed.  This  was  the  lesson  of  the 
Bolshevik  Revolution  in  Russia — led  by 
Lenin  and  Trotsky  and  subsequently 
betrayed  by  Stalin — and  it  is  no  less 
valid  today. 

But  this  task  falls  not  only  on  the 
embattled  workers  of  tiny  El  Salvador, 
a country  the  size  of  Maryland  which  is 
known  as  the  “Tom  Thumb  of  the  Amer- 
icas," but  on  the  international  working 
class,  in  particular  the  many-million- 
strong  proletariat  of  Mexico  and  the 
United  States.  The  decade-long  civil 
war  in  El  Salvador  produced  a mass 
exodus  of  Salvadorans,  estimated  at 
one  million  (a  fifth  of  the  entire  popu- 
lation), of  whom  over  750,000  ended 
up  in  the  U.S.  They  are  concentrated 
in  key  metropolitan  areas  (130.000 
around  New  York,  tens  of  thousands 
in  Washington,  D.C..  up  to  500.000 
in  Los  Angeles  and  elsewhere  in  Cali- 
fornia). Here  this  heavily  proletarian 
and  young  population  has  been  drawn 
into  the  union  movement,  where  they 
are  playing  an  active  role  (L.A.  jani- 
tors, NYC  hotel  workers.  D.C.  restau- 
rant workers).  These  militants  can  be  a 
bridge  to  the  North  American  workers. 


Over  the  past  decade  as  well,  the  ques- 
tion of  El  Salvador  has  been  a key  issue 
on  the  U.S.  left.  The  reformists  sought 
to  build  popular-front  coalitions  with 
Democratic  Party  liberals,  on  the  pro- 
gram of  “U.S.  Out  of  El  Salvador”  and 
"No  More  Vietnams.”  and  sealing  off  the 
"solidarity  movement"  from  the  Sparta- 
cists,  who  called  for  "Military  Victory 
to  Salvadoran  Leftists!"  and  declared 
“Vietnam  Was  a Victory — 2.  3.  Many 
Defeats  for  U.S.  Imperialism!”  CISPES 
and  parallel  groupings  like  Sam  Marcy’s 
Workers  World/All-Peoples  Congress 
outfit  used  goon  squads  to  attempt  to 
exclude  SL-led  anti-imperialist  contin- 
gents from  Salvador  marches,  and  when 
that  failed  they  called  on  the  capitalist 
cops!  They  were  particularly  incensed  at 
our  call  "Defense  of  Cuba  and  USSR 
Begins  in  Central  America,"  saying  this 
was  an  ultraleftist  red  herring  that  didn’t 
fit  in  with  their  "principles  of  unity." 
But  now  the  deepening  collapse  ol  the 
Soviet  Union  has  turned  the  screws  on 
the  Salvadoran  guerrillas  and  the  Cuban 
Revolution! 

The  “agreement"  to  disband  the 
FMLN  is  the  culmination  of  the  guerrilla 
commanders'  bankrupt  popular-front 
policies.  We  Trotskyists  can  and  do  claim 
full  vindication  for  our  program  of  anti- 
imperialist  class  struggle  at  home  and 
abroad.  With  the  same  internationalist 
program  it  is  necessary  to  redouble 
efforts  to  combat  counterrevolution, 
from  El  Salvador  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
unconditionally  defending  the  Cuban 
deformed  workers  state  against  Yankee 
imperialism,  and  fighting  for  workers 
revolution  in  the  belly  of  the  imperialist 
beast.  ■ 
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Spartacist  League  called  for  military  victory  to  leftist  rebels  in  El  Salvador, 
opposed  U.S.  anti-Soviet  crusade  (above:  Boston  1981 ).  Popular-front  left  tried 
to  exclude  any  reference  to  USSR  from  “solidarity"  demos.  But  when  Kremlin 
Stalinists  capitulated  to  Bush’s  “New  World  Order,"  it  cut  ground  out  from 
under  Nicaraguan  Sandinistas,  Salvadoran  guerrillas. 
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THE  BANKRUPTCY  OF  AMERICAN  CAPITALISM 

Barbara  Kopple’s  Film  American  Dream 

Which  Side  Are  You  On? 


In  1985  some  1.500  packinghouse 
workers  in  Austin.  Minnesota  defied 
their  International  union  leaders  and 
launched  a militant  strike  against  one  of 
the  giants  of  meatpacking,  Hormcl.  This 
strike  electrified  the  labor  movement 
like  no  other  since  the  PATCO  air  con- 
trollers strike  of  1981:  here  was  a group 
of  workers  in  a small  Midwest  company 
town,  pushed  to  the  wall  by  concessions 
and  crippling  speedup,  who  were  reviv- 
ing some  of  the  militant  traditions  that 
had  built  the  unions — labor  solidarity, 
mass  picketing  and  roving  pickets. 

The  strikers  of  Local  P-9  were  met 
with  injunctions,  jailings.  National 
Guard  troops  and  the  strikebreaking 
maneuvers  of  the  United  Food  and  Com- 
mercial Workers  (UFCW)  International 
leadership.  Fed  up  with  givebacks.  work- 
ers throughout  the  region  wanted  to  go 
to  Austin  to  help  win  this  one.  Despite 
its  small  size,  the  Hormel  strike  sums  up 
the  situation  of  labor  in  the  ' HOs . a 
symbol  of  the  defeats  the  working  class 
suffered  in  a series  of  bitter  strikes: 
Greyhound,  Phelps-Dodge,  Eastern.  The 
defeat  at  Hormel  dramatically  showed 
that  the  workers  of  P-9  were  battling  not 
just  the  company,  but  centrally  their  own 
union  misleaders.  That  is  the  heart  of  the 
crisis  of  American  labor. 

This  struggle  is  the  subject  of  Amer- 
ican Dream,  a documentary  produced 
and  directed  by  Barbara  Kopple.  The 
film,  which  due  to  a dispute  over  dis- 
tribution rights  has  been  shown  only  at 
a few  film  festivals,  won  Kopple  her 
second  Oscar.  Kopple  got  her  first  Acad- 
emy Award  in  1977  for  Harlan  County. 
U.S.A.,  the  gripping  chronicle  of  a 13- 
month  coal  miners  strike  in  Brookside. 
Kentucky  (see  "Blood  and  Coal:  Harlan 
County.  U.S.A  in  WV  No.  144.  1 1 Feb- 
ruary 1977).  Through  interviews  and 
historical  footage,  as  well  as  some  pow- 
erful picket  line  scenes  culminating 
in  an  armed  confrontation  between  strik- 
ers and  scabs.  Harlan  County  illus- 
trates why,  in  the  words  of  the  famous 
miners’  union  hymn,  "there  are  no  neu- 
trals here.” 

In  contrast.  American  Dream  is  a des- 
perate search  for  neutrality  as  the  class 
struggle  hammers  home  the  truth  of  the 
miners’  song.  History  is  omitted,  impor- 
tant participants  are  disappeared  and  key 
battles  are  missed,  as  Kopple’s  camera 
has  an  annoying  penchant  for  being  in 
the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time. 
Kopple’s  quest  for  an  America  free  from 
"corporate  irresponsibility"  is  the  peren- 
nial will  o’  the  wisp  of  the  popular  front 
of  Democrats  and  union  bureaucrats, 
which  seeks  to  paper  over  irreconcilable 
class  conflicts.  Failing  to  recognize  the 
picket  line  as  the  battle  line  of  the  class 
war,  she  ultimately  turns  the  movie  into 
a justification  for  scabbing. 


National 
Guard  sent 
by  Democratic 
governor  against 
striking  Hormel 
meatpackers 
in  Austin, 
Minnesota, 
January  1986. 
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Hormel  Strike: 


P-9  Pride  and  Labor  Cops’  Treachery 


American  Dream  ends  .up  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  class  line  for  the  same 
reason  the  strike  was  lost.  The  strike 
leadership  headed  by  P-9  president  Jim 
Guyette,  and  their  allies  from  Ray 
Rogers’  "Corporate  Campaign,  Inc."  and 
a host  of  fake-socialist  organizations, 
although  lined  up  against  the  open  trai- 
tors from  the  UFCW  International,  never 
broke  from  the  hope  that  somehow  they 
could  plead  or  “pressure"  the  capitalists 
into  a settlement  through  appeals  to  cor- 
porate “conscience,"  consumer  boycotts 
and  reliance  on  the  bosses'  courts  and 
Democratic  Party  politicians.  To  fight 
the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy’s  sabotage, 
what  was  urgently  needed  was  a leader- 
ship that  could  break  from  this  popular- 
front  class  collaboration.  Workers  Van- 
guard said  at  the  time: 

“Bui  the  call  for  a consumer  boycott 
against  Spam  and  Dinty  Moore  Stew  is 
a diversion  from  the  crucial  struggle  to 
shut  down  Hormel.  Twin  Cities  auto 
workers.  Iowa  meatpackers.  Chicago 
newspaper  strikers — labor  organizations 
from  all  over  the  Upper  Midwest  must 
mobilize  to  flood  Austin  with  thousands 
of  unionists  who  can  send  the  scabs  scur- 
rying! There  must  be  political  strike 
action  to  beat  back  the  National  Guard 
strikebreaking!" 

— WV  No.  396.  31  January  1986 
And  while  much  of  the  left  was  cheer- 
leading for  Rogers  and  Guyette,  we 


warned:  “As  long  as  the  P-9  strike 
remains  an  isolated  war  of  attrition,  it 
will  be  lost." 

UFCW  Pushes  “Equal 
Concessions” 

The  Austin  local  came  into  existence 
in  1933,  through  a plant  seizure  led  by 
Frank  Ellis  and  other  former  members 
of  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
(IWW).  It  was  a battle  that  paved 
the  way  for  organizing  packinghouses 
throughout  the  region  and  contributed  as 
well  to  the  1934  Trotskyist-led  Minne- 
apolis Teamster  strike  in  which  there  was 
virtual  dual  power  in  the  city. 

As  a result  of  the  ’33  strike  and  a 
number  of  job  actions  in  succeeding 
years,  the  union  won  wages  and  benefits 
from  Hormel  that  put  it  at  the  top  of  the 
industry  and  kept  it  there  for  decades. 
But  the  limitations  of  simple  trade-union 
militancy  were  shown  by  the  1940s, 
when  Ellis  was  drawn  into  the  United 
Packinghouse  Workers  (CIO)  bureauc- 
racy and  the  Local  9 contract  hardened 
into  a no-strike  “permanent  working 
agreement."  In  the  late  ’60s,  the  Pack- 
inghouse Workers  were  absorbed  into  the 
Amalgamated  Meatcutters,  and  then  a 
1979  merger  led  to  the  creation  of  the 
UFCW,  where  the  social  democrats  hold 
the  whip  hand. 


Striking  meatpackers  turned  out  to  stop  scabs.  Kopple’s  film  tries  to  “humanize"  scabs,  even  riding  with  them  as  they 
drove  up  to  cross  the  picket  lines. 


In  the  1980s  Kopple  began  working 
on  a documentary  about  the  troubles  fac- 
ing meatpacking  workers.  She  went  to 
Worthington.  Minnesota  where  Swift 
closed  its  plant  and  sold  it  to  another 
firm  that  rehired  a small  fraction  of  the 
former  workforce  at  $5.50  an  hour.  Such 
conditions  were  rampant  after  1983, 
when  Wilson  Foods  declared  bankruptcy 
and  the  UFCW  tops  agreed  to  a 25  per- 
cent pay  cut. 

One  scene  early  in  American  Dream 
shows  Lewie  Anderson,  director  of  the 
UFCW’s  packinghouse  division,  meet- 
ing with  resentful  and  rebellious  local 
union  officers  at  Wilson.  (Anderson  was 
a business  agent  at  UFCW  Local  222 
in  Dakota  City,  where  strikers  fought 
pitched  battles  against  Iowa  Beef  Pro- 
cessors to  win  a union  in  1969,  followed 
by  bitter  strikes  against  IBP  in  1972. 
1977  and  1982.)  The  ranks  stubbornly 
resist  Anderson’s  pressure  for  wage  cuts, 
but  he  finally  makes  "common  sense  pre- 
vail" after  throwing  a violent  tantrum. 

This  betrayal  opened  the  floodgates  to 
concessions  in  meatpacking.  As  Dave 
Hage  and  Paul  Klauda,  reporters  who 
covered  the  Austin  strike  for  the  Minne- 
apolis Star  Tribune,  write  in  their  book 
No  Retreat,  No  Surrender:  Labor's  War 
at  Hormel  (William  Morrow,  1989): 

"It  took  just  four  months  for  Wilson’s 
biggest  competitors  to  adjust.  By  Sep- 
tember 1983  the  $10.69  rate  had  fallen 
to  $8  at  Morrell  and  to  $8.25  at  Swift 
Independent  Packing,  after  both  firms 
threatened  to  close  plants  if  workers 
refused  the  cuts.  Armour  was  sold  to 
ConAgra,  which  shut  down  thirteen 
plants  on  one  Friday  afternoon  and 
reopened  them  the  following  week  with 
nonunion  workers  earning  $6  an  hour 
lowa-bascd  Rath  Packing  followed  Wil- 
son’s lead  into  bankruptcy  court.  Oscar 
Mayer  .initiated  talks  to  cut  wages  as 
well." 

What  was  urgently  needed  at  this  point 
was  industrywide  action,  using  mass 
pickets  and  plant  seizures,  to  enforce  the 
uniform  national  wage  and  launch  an  all- 
out  drive  to  organize  the  low-wage,  high- 
injury  IBP  and  ConAgra  plants.  That 
meant  class  war  in  the  most  literal  sense 
(in  ’69  there  were  machine  guns  and 
tanks  guarding  the  Dakota  City  plant  and 
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two  workers  were  killed).  Far  from 
organizing  unified  resistance  to  these 
attacks,  however.  UFCW  head  William 
Wynn  and  his  hatchet  man  Anderson 
acted  as  company  cops.  As  occurred  in 
auto,  steel  and  countless  other  industries, 
the  bourgeoisie  and  the  labor  traitors 
worked  in  tandem  to  use  the  threat 
of  runaway  shops,  foreign  competition 
and  plant  closings  to  extract  massive 
givebacks. 

The  policy  Wynn  and  Anderson  la- 
beled “controlled  retreat”  meant  whole- 
sale surrender.  But  when  Hormel,  a 
$30-million-a-year  profit  maker,  said 
“me  too”  to  the  wage  cuts.  Local  P-9 
refused  to  buckle  under.  Reflecting  deep 
anger  and  a will  to  fight  against  the 
wage  cuts,  more  than  half  the  workers 
at  Hormel ’s  two  other  largest  plants — in 
Ottumwa.  Iowa  and  Fremont,  Nebraska 
— demanded  Wynn  approve  P-9  roving 
pickets  that  would  shut  down  their  plants 
too. 

“Corporate  Campaign” 

Diversion 

P-9's  adviser  Ray  Rogers  was  already 
well  known  for  his  leading  role  in 
the  Amalgamated  Clothing  and  Textile 
Workers  Union’s  (ACTWU)  1980  settle- 
ment with  Southern  textile  giant  J.P. 
Stevens,  in  which  the  union  gained  a toe- 
hold in  a handful  of  the  company’s  plants 
in  return  for  giving  up  the  right  to  organ- 
ize the  vast  majority  of  J.P.  Stevens 
workers  at  another  70  plants.  This  out- 
come— a defeat  for  labor — won  praise 
from  union  bureaucrats  for  Rogers’  "cor- 
porate campaign”  strategy  of  mobilizing 
pressure  instead  of  power:  high-profile 
public  relations,  consumer  boycotts, 
intervening  at  stockholder  meetings,  etc. 
Guyetle  hired  Rogers  to  run  such  a cam- 
paign against  Hormel  in  December  1984 
(reportedly,  only  after  the  vegetarian 
Rogers  extracted  a promise  that  P-9ers 
would  prevent  undue  cruelty  to  hogs 
being  slaughtered!). 

American  Dream  is  at  its  best  in 
exposing  Rogers’  losing  strategy  and 
illustrating  the  vacuum  of  leadership  in 
P-9.  The  film  records  Rogers  promising 
a P-9  mass  meeting  that  "we  can  pull 
off  a major  victory”  and  shows  union 
members  and  supporters  repeatedly 
chanting  Rogers’  favorite  slogan:  “We’re 
gonna  win!"  For  months  before  the  strike 
began,  union  members  were  kept  busy 
“bannering"  banks  and  canvassing  resi- 
dential neighborhoods. 

To  Rogers,  the  strike,  which  began  in 
August  1985,  was  just  another  compo- 
nent of  his  PR  campaign,  and  picket  line 
activity  was  consciously  downplayed, 
even  after  the  company  resumed  limited 
production  at  the  Austin  plant  using 
management  personnel  in  October.  As 
Corporate  Campaign,  Inc.  activist  Hardy 
Green  later  wrote: 

"According  to  Rogers,  too  often  strikes 
lose  power  because  workers  remain  iso- 
lated and  inactive  on  picket  lines  in  front 
of  their  plants  while  the  company  takes 
other  steps  to  make  up  for  lost  produc- 
tion. Rather  than  fall  into  this  trap.  P-9 
would  put  a minimum  number  of  pickets 
outside  the  Austin  plant  and  send  the  rest 
out  to  build  the  fight  across  the  country." 
(emphasis  added] 

— On  Strike  at  Hormel  (Temple 
University  Press.  1990) 

For  Rogers,  and  Green,  “the  fight”  meant 
“Cram  Your  Spam" — an  impotent  con- 
sumer boycott  against  Hormel  products 
which  was  a conscious  diversion  from 
the  roving  pickets  and  mass  support 
which  could  have  brought  Hormel  to 
its  knees.  The  P-9  leadership  ordered 
members  to  obey  the  subsequent  anti- 
picketing injunctions,  a legalistic  policy 
that  helped  to  doom  the  strike  after  Hor- 
mel reopened  full  production  with  newly 
hired  scabs  in  January  1986. 

Even  after  Minnesota’s  Democratic 
governor  Rudy  Perpich  tried  to  smash 
the  strike  by  sending  in  800  National 
Guardsmen.  P-9  members — in  defiance 
of  their  own  leaders — demonstrated  the 
will  to  shut  down  Hormel.  On  January 
31,  for  example,  when  the  Guard  was 
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IWW-led  sitdown  strike  organized  the  meatpacking  industry  in  southern 
Minnesota  in  1933. 


temporarily  withdrawn,  some  400  strik- 
ers and  their  supporters  effectively  took 
over  the  streets  leading  into  the  facility, 
turning  scab  cars  back  onto  1-90.  Such 
actions  took  place  repeatedly,  though 
usually  on  a smaller  scale.  Kopple 
"misses"  all  of  this. 

The  movie  does  however  record  the 
civil  disobedience  actions  organized  by 
Rogers  later  on — a desperate  attempt  not 
to  shut  down  the  plant  but  to  plead  with 
the  “consciences”  of  the  bosses.  The 
strikers  urgently  needed  a leadership  to 
show  how  to  fight;  Rogers  showed  them 
how  to  lie  down.  Questioned  by  New 
York  Times  reporter  William  Serrin  as 
the  strike  heads  toward  defeat,  Rogers 
can  only  mumble  about  "the  various 
types  of  victory  and  defeat  you  can 
have." 

The  Hormel  strike  generated  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  support  activity,  most 
of  it  centered  in  the  Minnesota  labor 
movement.  The  bulk  of  this  was  organ- 
ized by  two  leftist-led  coalitions:  the 
National  Rank  and  File  Against  Conces- 
sions (NRFAC),  which  was  led  by  sup- 
porters of  the  Stalinist  reformists  of  the 
Communist  Labor  Party  (CLP),  and  the 
Twin  Cities  Support  Committee,  whose 
guiding  lights  included  a couple  of 
social-democratic  outfits  posing  as  Trot- 
skyists— the  Fourth  Internationalist  Ten- 
dency (FIT)  and  Socialist  Action  (SA). 

Kopple’s  documentary  completely 
omits  this  factor  in  the  strike.  Yet  the 


Hardy  Green 


Consumer  boycott  was  diversion 
from  fight  to  shut  down  Hormel. 

echelons  of  labor  that  backed  P-9 — iron 
ore  and  steel  workers,  auto  workers, 
meatpackers,  machinists  and  others — 
could  have  collectively  shut  down  the 
state  in  response  to  Perpich’s  mobiliza- 
tion of  the  National  Guard.  But  that 
would  have  meant  breaking  with  the 
Democratic  Party  (in  particular  the 
“Farmer-Labor"  charade  of  the  Minne- 
sota party)  and  confronting  its  loyal 
handmaidens  in  the  trade-union  bureauc- 
racy, something  the  strike  support  organ- 
izers wanted  to  avoid  at  all  costs. 

Such  groups  in  fact  sought  to  tie  the 
strike  to  the  Democrats.  Thus  one  of 


the  Twin  Cities  Support  Committee’s 
"accomplishments"  was  to  gel  Carleton 
College  professor  (now  U.S.  Senator) 
Paul  Wellstonc  active  in  the  campaign. 
Hage  and  Klauda  report  that  in  late  Jan- 
uary Wellstone  traveled  to  Austin  with 
United  Auto  Workers  Local  879  presi- 
dent Tom  Laney  to  try  to  persuade  Guy- 
etle to  call  off  the  strike! 

What  Hardy  Green  was  to  approvingly 
write  about  the  reformist  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party's  role  in  the  strike  applied 
equally  to  the  rest  of  the  opportunist 
"left": 

"The  Socialist  Workers  Party  was,  in 
leftist  argot,  almost  completely  ‘lailist’: 
Whatever  strike  tactics  P-9's  leaders 
chose,  the  SWP  supported." 

To  a man.  these  groups  uncritically  went 
along  when  in  March  the  P-9  leadership 
gave  up  the  struggle  to  shut  down  Hor- 
mel's  production  and  consolidated  on  a 
program  of  suing  the  UFCW  Interna- 
tional in  the  courts  of  the  capitalist  state 
and  promoting  the  diversionary  con- 
sumer boycott.  This  decision  signaled 
the  death  of  the  strike.  While  promoted 
as  a move  against  the  UFCW  Interna- 
tional. this  capitulation  actually  cleared 
the  way  for  Wynn’s  goons — backed  by 
the  capitalist  state — to  move  into  Austin 
and  seize  the  local. 

"Pick  a Scab— Make  It  Bleed” 

The  star  of  American  Dream  is  Lewie 
Anderson,  portrayed  by  Kopple  as  a man 
in  the  middle,  caught  between  corporate 
irresponsibility  and  unrealistic  union 
ranks.  We  see  Lewie  on  the  road,  in  an 
airport,  wolfing  down  a sandwich,  at  a 
union  meeting,  on  a picket  line.  We  see 
Lewie  in  negotiations,  and  we  are  told 
that  he  represents  100,000  UFCW  mem- 
bers at  95  companies.  He  is  the  perfect 
vehicle  for  Kopple.  who  defends  the 
UFCW  International  backstabbers  as 
"well-meaning  people"  caught  in  the 
middle.  "You  can  see  the  twists  and  turns 
and  the  very  hard  decisions  that  all  these 
people  had  to  make  under  this  economic 
crisis,"  she  said  in  an  interview  in  LRA's 
Economic  Notes  (May-June  1991). 

Kopple  is  correct  about  one  thing — 
the  bureaucrats  are  "in  the  middle."  But 
"there  are  no  neutrals"  in  the  class  war, 
and  Anderson,  like  his  counterparts  in 
the  rest  of  the  trade-union  bureaucracy. 


is  an  agent  of  capital  within  the  workers 
movement.  The  problem  with  American 
Dream  is  that  it  takes  their  side,  and 
therefore  the  side  of  the  scabs. 

Anderson  look  over  in  1980  as  the 
UFCW’s  packinghouse  director.  He  was 
groomed  for  this  role  by  his  predecessor 
Jessie  Prosten.  who  like  UFCW  chief 
William  Wynn  is  a darling  of  the  lib- 
eral Democratic  Socialists  of  America 
(DSA).  (Another  lead-assed  DSA  bigwig 
who  helped  bust  the  Hormel  strike  was 
Machinists  International  president  Wil- 
liam "Wimpy"  Winpisinger.  the  betrayer 
of  PATCO.  who  among  other  things 
attempted  to  block  a $10,000  donation 
to  P-9  from  a Twin  Cities  Machinists 
lodge.)  After  loyally  sabotaging  the  Hor- 
mel strike  and  nine  years  of  catastrophic 
sellouts,  his  authority  "as  thin  as  piss  on 
a flat  rock."  Anderson  was  dumped  by 
Wynn  in  1989. 

Kopple’s  documentary  confirms  that, 
as  P-9ers  suspected  during  the  strike. 
Lewie  Anderson  was  meeting  secretly 
with  an  anti-strike  group  of  union  mem- 
bers dubbed  the  "P-lOers,"  coaching 
them  on  how  to  sabotage  the  struggle. 
As  Hormel  is  reopening  the  plant  in  Jan- 
uary. we  see  Anderson  threatening  a P-9 
audience  of  almost  2.000  workers: 

"I'll  tell  you  there  will  be  no  blocking 
of  the  entrance  and  egress  to  that  plant. 
That  plant  will  operate,  people  will  come 
in.  The  slate  police  will  come  down  on 
them  and  just  crush  people.  ..  If  the  state 
police  can't  do  it.  they'll  bring  in  the 
National  Guard  to  do  it.  but  it  will  be 
done." 

Anderson  knew  what  was  going  to  hap- 
pen not  because  he  had  a crystal  ball  or 
Marxist  clarity — he  knew  exactly  what 
the  state  was  planning  hei  ause  he  helped 
them  do  it. 

Kopple’s  camera  then  takes  the  audi- 
ence with  the  "P-IOers"  through  their 
conversion  from  opponents  of  a strike 
into  outright  scabs,  replete  with  recrimi- 
nations and  tears  flowing.  It  is  Kopple’s 
concentration  on  the  trials  and  tribula- 
tions of  the  scabs  that  explains  her 
absence  at  key  turning  points  on  the 
picket  lines.  Challenged  about  this  at  a 
discussion  after  the  Chicago  Film  Fes- 
tival showing  of  American  Dream  on 
October  20,  Kopple  argued  for  the 
need  to  “humanize”  the  scabs:  "People 
continued  on  page  10 


From  left:  Corporate 
Campaign  Inc. 
head  Ray  Rogers 
proclaiming 
“victory"  on  police 
loudspeaker; 
P-9  president  Jim 
Guyette;  UFCW 
packinghouse 
director  and 
scabherder 
Lewie  Anderson. 
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Reuters 

Tbilisi,  Georgia — Bloody  conflict  between  nationalist  cliques  rages  as  USSR 
breaks  up. 


Soviet  Union... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 
"Confederation  of  Independent  States.” 
But  in  reality,  the  dismembering  of  the 
USSR  does  not  leave  a consolidated  cap- 
italist counterrevolution,  but  a bloody 
mess.  After  six  years  of  Gorbachev’s 
perestroika  the  economy  is  in  a complete 
shambles,  the  ruble  is  practically  worth- 
less, industrial  production  is  plummeting 
and  the  harvest  is  down  15  percent  from 
last  year.  The  liberal  Scottish  economist 
Alec  Nove,  long  considered  the  leading 
Western  expert  on  the  Soviet  economy, 
predicts: 

"The  immediate  outlook  is  stormy,  with 
a grave  danger  of  chaos  caused  by — and 
causing — a breakdown  in  food  supplies 
to  Moscow.  St  Petersburg  and  other 
major  industrial  areas;  an  energy  crisis; 
the  collapse  of  transport;  strikes  and  civil 
disorders." 

— Independent  | London  | . 

3 January 

The  former  Soviet  republics  are  fight- 
ing with  one  another  over  economic 
resources  and  above  all  military  forces. 
Yeltsin’s  Russia  and  the  Ukrainian  gov- 
ernment are  fast  heading  toward  a show- 
down over  which  will  command  the 
Soviet  navy’s  Black  Sea  fleet.  In  the 
Caucasus,  Georgia  is  rent  by  a civil  war 
between  competing  nationalist  cliques. 
The  war  between  Azerbaijan  and  Arme- 
nia over  the  Nagorno-Karabakh  enclave 
is  escalating  wildly  following  the  with- 
drawal of  Soviet  troops.  The  Central 
Asian  republics  are  volatile,  as  Islamic 
fundamentalists  and  Turkic  nationalists 
strive  to  fill  the  power  vacuum  left  by 
the  collapse  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy. 
Even  U.S.  secretary  of  state  James  Baker 
worries  that  the  breakup  of  the  Soviet 
Union  could  lead  to  “a  situation  created 
there  not  unlike  Yugoslavia  with  nukes." 

While  his  Western  imperialist  godfa- 
thers cheered  on  as  Yeltsin  pulled  down 
the  red  flag  from  the  Kremlin  and 
replaced  it  with  the  tsarist  emblem,  there 
was  no  cheering  from  the  Russian  peo- 
ple. And  while  Western  TV  on  New 
Year's  Eve  kept  repeating  "From  Times 
Square  to  Red  Square."  few  corks  were 
popping  in  Moscow  (who  could  afford 
champagne?).  The  popular  mood  was 
one  of  dread  in  the  face  of  Yeltsin's  "free 
market"  shock  treatment.  “We  will  all 
die  of  hunger,”  exclaimed  a nurse  in  a 
children’s  hospital,  when  she  found  that 
a plate  of  dumplings  in  her  local  cafe 


now  costs  her  a full  day’s  wage.  An  older 
woman  who  survived  the  siege  of  Len- 
ingrad in  World  War  II.  where  her  five 
brothers  and  sisters  were  killed,  stood  in 
a store  and  wept.  “I  can’t  live  through 
that  again." 

A pensioner,  who  identified  himself 
only  as  Leonid,  declared:  “The  time  will 
come  to  take  a machine  gun.  ..  For  now 
it’s  calm,  it’s  the  first  day.  But  we  vet- 
erans say  there  will  be  blood  spilled  in 
Moscow,  and  the  women  will  start  it 
because  they  have  to  feed  their  families." 

For  decades  Soviet  working  people 
have  regarded  a stable  cost  of  living  and 
low  prices  for  basic  foodstuffs  along 
with  guaranteed  employment  as  their 
right.  Yeltsin's  massive,  frontal  attack  on 
living  standards  is  intended  to  demon- 
strate he  has  the  power  and  ruthlessness 
to  oversee  the  exploitation  of  the  Russian 
workers  on  behalf  of  international  capi- 
tal. The  Wall  Street  Journal  (27  Decem- 
ber 1991)  headlined  an  article  on  the 
elimination  of  price  subsidies.  “Yeltsin, 
Russia’s  Designated  Savior.  Acts  to 
Underscore  Decisiveness."  But  Yeltsin 
is  not  the  would-be  savior  of  Russia: 
rather  he  would  sell  out  Russia's  mineral 
wealth,  collectivized  property  and  man- 
power to  Western  and  Japanese  finan- 
ciers and  multinationals. 

Soviet  Workers:  Seize  Control 
of  Food  Distribution! 

Yeltsin  and  his  economists  promise 
that  hardships  will  be  of  short  duration, 
while  the  higher  prices  will  supposedly 


spur  an  increase  in  supply.  But  while 
Yeltsin’s  hotshot  Western  economic 
advisers  keep  chanting  "supply  equals 
demand,"  the  stores  are  now  just  as 
empty  as  before  even  though  prices 
have  risen  four-  or  fivefold.  Nonethe- 
less, there  are  sizable  stocks  of  food 
in  government  warehouses  and  hoarded 
by  private  speculators.  For  months  farm- 
ers have  been  holding  their  products 
back  from  state  procurement  agencies 
in  anticipation  of  the  introduction  of 
"free  market"  prices.  And  in  recent 
weeks  criminal  gangs  have  stolen  food 
from  government  warehouses,  nursery 
schools  and  factory  cafeterias  in  order 
to  sell  it  in  the  private  markets. 

The  elimination  of  price  subsidies 
means  a massive  redistribution  of 
income  from  working  people  to  what 
Russians  call  “the  mafia" — the  interpen- 
etrated cliques  of  corrupt  officials,  petty 
entrepreneurs  and  criminal  gangs.  Look- 
ing at  empty  store  shelves  and  extortion- 
ate prices.  Moscow  workers  are  con- 
vinced the  mafia  is  selling  plentiful 
supplies  of  meat  abroad  for  precious 
hard  currency  rather  than  near-worthless 
rubles.  Moreover,  the  entire  supply  sys- 
tem is  totally  paralyzed  in  the  face 
of  expected  hyperinflation.  Yeltsin's  for- 
mer finance  minister  Yevgeny  Saburov 
denounced  the  price  "reform"  as  “irre- 
sponsible." noting  that  most  enterprises 
negotiate  their  contracts  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  but  these  negotiations  were 
put  off  and  now  most  plants  have  no 
more  than  two  weeks  of  supplies. 

Yeltsin’s  Western  imperialist  godfa- 
thers and  even  many  fellow  Russian 
counterrevolutionaries  fear  that  his  New 
Year’s  price  shock  will  backfire.  Rus- 
sian "free  market”  economist  Grigory 
Yavlinsky — an  author  of  the  notorious 
500-days-to-capitalism  program  last 
year — argues  that  without  the  privatiza- 
tion of  industry  and  agriculture,  and  a 
balanced  state  budget,  the  price  increases 
will  lead  only  to  accelerated  hyperinfla- 
tion and  the  further  "dollarization"  and 
"barlerization"  of  the  economy.  Another 
prominent  "free  market"  economist. 
Nikolai  Shmelyev,  likens  the  New  Year’s 
price  shock  to  the  amputation  of  an  arm 
without  anesthesia.  And  he  adds:  "The 
patient's  hands  are  not  lied.  What  if  he 
picks  up  a knife  and  attacks  the  sur- 
geon?" ( Los  Angeles  Times,  2 January). 

Why,  then,  have  the  victims  not  yet 
attacked  the  pro-capitalist  butchers? 
Why  have  the  widely  predicted  food 
riots  not  yet  occurred?  The  quiescence, 
even  paralysis,  of  the  Soviet  working 
masses  reflects  the  absence  of  revolu- 
tionary leadership,  and  the  misleadership 
by  those  Stalinists  who  falsely  claim  to 
be  communist  and  to  oppose  Yeltsin’s 
drive  toward  capitalist  restoration.  Fol- 
lowing the  botched  Kremlin  coup  and 
Yeltsin’s  countercoup  in  August,  rem- 
nants of  the  "patriotic"  wing  of  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  regrouped  as  an  oppo- 
sition. On  the  November  7 anniversary 
of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  the  Stalin- 
ist oppositional  groupings  were  able  to 
tap  into  the  widespread  fear  of  “free 
market"  economics.  As  many  as  90,000 
people,  predominantly  working-class, 
marched  through  central  Moscow  to 
denounce  Yeltsin  and  Gorbachev. 


But  what  is  posed  now  is  not  a protest 
rally  but  action  in  the  streets  and  in  fac- 
tories against  the  counterrevolutionary 
government  and  mafia.  The  longer  an 
effective  fight  is  not  mounted,  the  more 
demoralizing  the  situation  becomes. 
Workers  committees  must  be  set  up  to 
seize  the  government  warehouses,  con- 
fiscate the  private  hoards  and  oversee 
the  distribution  of  food  and  other  con- 
sumer necessities.  This  requires  the  for- 
mation of  workers  defense  committees. 
i.e..  the  nucleus  of  workers  militias,  in 
coordination  with  pro-socialist  elements 
of  the  still-existing  Soviet  Army.  The 
struggle  for  control  over  the  food  sup- 
ply can  open  the  road  to  the  overthrow 
of  the  capitalist-restorationist  Yeltsin 
regime  and  its  counterparts  in  the 
Ukraine  and  other  republics.  For  what 
you  have  in  the  disintegrating  Soviet 
Union  today  is  a series  of  "governments" 
that  are  counterrevolutionary  through 
and  through,  intent  on  dismantling  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  state.  This 
creates  an  impossible,  explosively  unsta- 
ble situation  which  can  only  lead  either 
to  collapse  into  capitalist  chaos,  degra- 
dation and  ultimately  fascist  rule,  or  to 
a workers  political  revolution  to  estab- 
lish genuine  soviet  power. 

The  Stalinist  “patriots”  have  no  inten- 
tion of  overthrowing  Yeltsin,  much  less 
Fighting  for  a regime  of  proletarian  polit- 
ical power  based  on  soviet  democracy. 
In  fact,  the  "Toiling  Russia"  grouping 
has  called  for  a January  12  protest  dem- 
onstration against  the  price  increases  in 
which  they  actually  invited  Yeltsin  as 
“the  President  of  Russia  to  come  to 
Manezh  Square  to  speak  before  us"!  Vik- 
tor Anpilov  and  other  leaders  of  the  mis- 
named Russian  Communist  Workers 
Party  (RKRP)  seek  to  become  a quasi- 
parliamentarist  loyal  opposition  while 
accepting  capitalist  restoration.  Shot 
through  with  Russian  nationalism  (often 
linked  to  vile  anti-Semitism),  the  Stalin- 
ist "patriots”  likewise  accept  the  breakup 
of  the  Soviet  Union.  Only  the  working 
class  under  a Leninist-Trotskyist  leader- 
ship can  reforge  the  Soviet  Union  and 
save  Russia,  the  Ukraine  and  other 
republics  from  becoming  degraded  neo- 
colonies of  Wall  Street.  Frankfurt  and 
Tokyo. 

Reforge  the  Soviet  Union  on 
Leninist  Principles! 

Yeltsin’s  New  Year’s  price  shock 
intensified  the  conflict  between  Russian 
and  Ukrainian  nationalists  over  eco- 
nomic and  military  power,  and  exposed 
the  fictitious  nature  of  the  so-called 
"Commonwealth  of  Independent  States" 
as  a successor  to  the  USSR.  The  vice 
president  of  the  Ukrainian  National 
Bank.  Aleksandr  Savchenko,  on  a visit 
to  Paris  slated:  “The  word  common- 
wealth is  in  small  letters.  In  a month,  no 
one  will  talk  about  it  anymore”  (News- 
week, 30  December  1991).  In  fact  no  one 
is  talking  about  the  “CIS”  even  now.  This 
fiction  played  no  role  in  the  recent  hos- 
tile exchanges  between  Moscow  and 
Kiev. 


AP 


Moscow:  Demonstrators  with  red 
flags  rally  in  Red  Square  near  Lenin's 
tomb. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


The  Ukrainian  and  also  Byelorussian 
governments  implored  Yeltsin  to  post- 
pone the  New  Year's  price  shock  for 
fear  of  the  ensuing  social  unrest.  But 
Yeltsin  disregarded  these  concerns  and 
declared  that  Russia  would  go  ahead  no 
matter  what.  The  capitalist-restorationist 
regime  in  Kiev  had  no  choice  hut  to  raise 
prices  in  line  with  Yeltsin's  Russia. 
Otherwise  the  Ukraine  would  have  suf- 
fered a massive  outflow  of  food  and 
other  consumables  to  Moscow.  Lenin- 
grad and  other  Russian  cities. 

The  Ukrainian  Federation  of  Inde- 
pendent Trade  Unions  voiced  a strong 
protest  over  the  price  increases,  demand- 
ing the  indexation  of  incomes.  However, 
the  regime  of  Leonid  Kravchuk — a long- 
time Stalinist  apparatchik  who  played 
the  Ukrainian-nationalist  card  quite  late 
in  the  game — is  trying  to  blame  the  hard- 
ships of  capitalist  restoration  on  Russian 
economic  dominance.  The  nationalists 
are  stepping  up  their  demands  for  a sep- 
arate currency,  customs  stations,  border 
guards,  trade  protectionism.  The  princi- 
pal Ukrainian-nationalist  outfit,  Rukh. 
has  called  for  "closing  the  borders"  with 
Russia. 

The  attempts  at  national  economic 
self-sufficiency  will  bring  even  greater 
economic  chaos  and  immiseration  for  the 
toiling  masses  of  the  Ukraine.  Almost 
all  of  the  Ukraine's  trade  is  with  Russia 
and  the  other  Soviet  republics.  The  coal 
and  metallurgical  region  of  the  Donbass 
in  the  eastern  Ukraine  was  heavily 
geared  to  production  for  the  Soviet  mil- 
itary arsenal.  This  region  now  faces  mass 
unemployment  as  part  of  the  counterrev- 
olution being  spearheaded  by  Yeltsin, 
including  slashing  the  military  budget  on 
orders  from  his  masters  in  Washington 
and  Berlin.  Only  the  reintegration  of  the 
Soviet  Union  on  the  basis  of  proletarian 
political  power  can  save  the  working 
masses  of  the  Ukraine  and  Russia  from 
impoverishment  and  fratricidal  war. 

The  economic  conflict  between  Mos- 
cow and  Kiev  has  gone  hand  in  hand 
with  their  struggle  over  the  Soviet 
military  forces.  The  Ukrainian  regime 
claims  sole  command  over  Soviet  armed 
forces  on  its  territory  and  has  declared 
that  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  must 
take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Ukrain- 
ian flag  by  the  end  of  this  month  or  be 
transferred  to  other  republics.  Contend- 
ing the  Ukraine  is  a "maritime  power," 


Kravchuk  is  demanding  control  over  the 
Soviet  navy's  Black  Sea  fleet. 

In  response  the  Yeltsin  regime  ordered 
the  navy’s  newest  and  largest  aircraft 
carrier,  the  Admiral  Kuznetsov,  trans- 
ferred from  the  Crimea  to  the  Arctic  port 
of  Murmansk.  The  Russian  parliament 
is  now  up  in  arms  against  the  latest 
Ukrainian  moves,  with  its  speaker, 
Ruslan  Khusbulatov,  denouncing  any 
attempt  to  "seize  our  fleets,  our  armies, 
to  put  them  under  their  jurisdiction,  to 
force  them  to  take  loyalty  oaths.” 
According  to  the  6 January  Moscow  eve- 
ning TV  "News  1"  broadcast,  in  the 
Black  Sea  fleet  home  port  of  Sevastopol 
"there  are  political  meetings  at  which 


the  sailors  are  demanding  that  the  navy 
not  be  handed  over  to  the  Ukraine.”  One 
can  see  the  beginnings  of  war  fever. 

The  various  nationalist  politicians  and 
movements  seem  to  regard  the  Soviet 
armed  forces  as  a kind  of  pie  to  be 
divided  among  them.  But  it  is  far  from 
given  that  the  military  cadre  will  remain 
passive  as  the  Soviet  bureaucratically 
degenerated  workers  state  fractures  and 
disintegrates  along  national  lines.  Many 
officers  feel  angry  and  humiliated  over 
Gorbachev’s  abandonment  of  East 
Europe  and  the  collapse  of  Soviet  power. 


Now  Soviet  troops  in  the  Caucasus  as 
well  as  Central  Asia  are  being  attacked 
and  abused  by  local  nationalist  bands. 
And  officers  and  enlisted  men  alike  face 
desperate  economic  conditions,  whether 
they  remain  in  the  service  or  return  to 
civilian  life.  The  Boston  Globe  (22 
December  1-991)  reports: 

"The  first  rumblings  of  discontent  are 
beginning  to  surface,  with  border  troops 
in  the  south  threatening  acts  of  disobe- 
dience if  they  feel  they  are  being  aban- 
doned. The  risk  of  local  military  unrest — 
mutinies,  clashes  with  the  local  author- 
ities or  revolts — cannot  be  ruled  out, 
many  Soviet  observers  feel." 

The  discontent  among  the  Soviet  offi- 
cer corps  has  found  a spokesman  in  Yel- 


tsin’s own  vice  president.  Aleksandr 
Rutskoi,  a former  air  force  general.  In 
the  last  period  of  the  Gorbachev  regime 
Rutskoi.  who  set  up  a group  called 
"Communists  for  Democracy,"  repre- 
sented the  openly  capitalist-restoration- 
ist wing  of  the  decomposing  Kremlin  oli- 
garchy. But  in  recent  weeks  Rutskoi  has 
been  voicing  the  concerns  of  conserva- 
tive elements  in  the  armed  forces.  He 
lashed  out  at  Yeltsin's  policy  to  cut  to 
the  bone  military  procurement.  And  he 
harshly  criticized  the  New  Year’s  price 
shock,  declaring:  "Everything  is  sliding 


into  an  abyss:  the  economy,  finances  and 
the  main  thing — the  people’s  faith.” 
There  is  widespread  talk  of  a military 
coup,  with  Rutskoi's  name  prominently 
featured. 

At  the  same  time,  one  can  see  outright 
fascists  looming,  like  "Liberal  Demo- 
crat" Vladimir  Zhirinovsky,  who  is  now 
organizing  hunger  marches.  A former 
“dissident.”  Lev  Timofeyev,  predicts: 
"We  will  soon  have  40  million  unem- 
ployed. and  not  the  kind  of  unemployed 
you  have  in  the  West,  but  hungry  mobs. 
The  leader  who  survives  in  such  a situ- 
ation will  be  the  leader  who  is  willing 
to  create  detachments  of  storm  troopers 
to  control  the  crowds.  In  other  words,  a 
fascist-type  leader."  In  fact,  capitalism 
cannot  be  imposed  by  “peaceful,  demo- 
cratic" means;  it  will  take  a hard-fisted, 
brutal  regime.  That  is  what  Tsar  Boris’s 
"reforms"  portend. 

In  general,  the  attempt  to  restore 
capitalism  without  major  injections  of 
capital  poses  big  problems.  Throughout 
East  Europe.  Western  capitalists  have 
been  reluctant  to  rush  in  because  they 
can't  make  a short-run  profit.  Instead, 
they  have  used  nationalism  as  a battering 
ram  to  mobilize  counterrevolutionary 
forces  in  what  is  essentially  a wrecking 
operation.  Nationalism  is  also  the  reac- 
tionary last  resort  of  the  decomposing 
Stalinist  bureaucracy.  So  that  looking  at 
events  from  Yugoslavia  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  nationalism  is  not  merely  the 
result  of  counterrevolution  but  a driving 
force  for  capitalism  in  ihe  absence  of 
capital. 

The  remnants  of  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy— whether  military  or  civilian — 
have  no  intention  of  opposing  the  drive 
toward  capitalist  counterrevolution,  de- 
spite occasional  foot-dragging.  Only 
the  working  class  under  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  leadership  can  save  the  Soviet 
Union  from  dismemberment,  capitalist 
exploitation  and  impoverishment,  fratri- 
cidal war  and  imperialist  subjugation.  It 
is  urgently  necessary  to  build  a new  Bol- 
shevik party  in  the  Soviet  Union,  uniting 
the  most  class-conscious  workers  with 
revolutionary  Marxist  intellectuals.  Only 
the  program  of  proletarian  international- 
ism, carried  out  by  a communist  van- 
guard with  a multinational  cadre,  can 
reforge  the  Soviet  Union  on  the  basis  of 
national  equality  and  socialist  economic 
planning.  ■ 


Spartacisl 


Moscow,  November  7 — Trotskyists  of  the  International  Communist  League 
raise  banner  of  Fourth  International  at  Revolution  Day  demonstration. 


Letters... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

the  organized  industrial  working  class, 
the  less  is  the  attraction  of  Duke's  racist 
appeal.  Although  perhaps  less  so  in  the 
Deep  South,  the  workplace  is  one  of  the 
more  integrated  areas  of  American  soci- 
ety. And  Duke’s  base  is  largely  rural-to- 
suburban  in  character  (white  suburbs  of 
largely  black  New  Orleans  and  the  Bible 
Belt  backwaters  north  of  Baton  Rouge). 

The  race  question  is  key  to  American 
fascism,  and  increasingly  so  for  Ameri- 
can bourgeois  politics  overall.  Andrew 
Hacker  notes  in  his  article,  "Playing  the 
Racial  Card"  (New  York  Review  of 
Books , 24  October  1991).  that  the  New 
Deal  coalition  was  broken  up  as  the 
result  of  the  civil  rights  movement,  with 
the  Republicans  using  racist  imagery 
(Willie  Horton,  "affirmative  action")  to 
paint  the  Democratic  Party  as  a "black 
party"  rather  than  its  earlier  posture  as 
the  party  of  the  "common  man."  It  is 
this  racist  hysteria  that  Duke  is  whipping 
up  and  feeding  off. 

V.  Barnes  wants  a formalistic  solution 
to  a real  problem,  namely  that  American 
workers  do  not  have  political  class  con- 
sciousness. Duke  appeals  to  them  as 
members  of  the  white  race,  not  as  pro- 
letarians, using  images  of  black  welfare 
mothers  as  scapegoats  for  economic  hard 
times.  As  we  noted  in  WV  No.  539: 

"In  the  absence  of  a working-class 
socialist  opposition.  Duke's  racist  dem- 
agogy finds  a ready  constituency..  . 
Only  integrated  working-class  struggle 
against  capitalist  exploitation  can  cut 


through  the  racist  false  consciousness  of 
Duke’s  present  supporters,  isolating  and 
smashing  the  hard  core  of  fascists." 

Above  all.  we  concluded,  “To  put  a stop 
to  Duke  and  his  ilk  requires  the  building 
of  a revolutionary  workers  party  which 
would  mobilize  the  social  power  of  labor 
in  the  interests  of  the  black  poor  and  all 
the  oppressed  and  exploited  in  a struggle 
against  increasingly  vicious,  decaying 
American  capitalism."* 

Moabit... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

by  the  cops  to  carry  a pistol.  Moabit  was, 

after  all,  a "hostile"  area  for  fascists. 

Pagel  bragged  that  they  had  held  up 
against  the  restaurant  window  election 
posters  with  the  Republikaners’  racist 
message  of  "Foreigners  Out."  This 
macho  fascist  scum  had  some  difficulty 
describing  how  a 5'3"  Jewish  woman 
“intimidated"  him — would-be  Ftihrer  of 
the  "master  race" — by  supposedly  wield- 
ing a ten-foot  ladder.  Following  this 
"testimony,"  an  exasperated  prosecutor 
and  judge  announced  the  acquittal  and 
dropping  of  charges  against  the  Moabit 
anti-fascists. 

Turkish  Worker  Acquitted 

This  victory  comes  on  the  heels  of  the 
acquittal  of  Ayhan  Ozttirk.  a young  Turk- 
ish worker  who  defended  himself  and 
his  Turkish  and  German  friends  against 
an  armed  Republikaner  attack  in  Novem- 
ber 1990.  One  of  the  Nazi  terrorists 
was  killed  in  the  attack.  Tried  on  mur- 
der charges  brought  by  Pagel,  Oztiirk 


was  found  innocent  on  grounds  of 
self-defense. 

Capitalist  reunification  of  the  German 
Reich  has  opened  wide  the  floodgates  of 
official  state  racism  with  an  all-party 
attack  on  refugees,  at  the  same  time  as 
it  has  wrecked  the  economy  of  the  former 
DDR  and  brought  about  mass  unemploy- 
ment there.  This  has  fueled  murderous 
fascist  terror,  from  "night  and  fog"  fire- 
bombings  of  hostels  where  Bonn  pens 
up  asylum  seekers,  to  the  six-day  racist 
anti-“foreigner"  pogrom  in  the  mining 
town  of  Hoyerswerda  near  the  Polish 


border.  As  SpAD  spokesman  Renate 
Dahlhaus  told  the  support  rally  before 
the  trial: 

"When  it  became  known  that  the  Nazis 
wanted  to  ‘celebrate' the  1 19381  Kristall- 
nachi  pogrom  in  the  working-class  city 
of  Halle,  we  proposed  a mobiliza- 
tion centered  on  the  trade  unions  to  stop 
this  monstrous  provocation.  Our  pro- 
posal was  first  taken  up  and  then  sabo- 
taged by  the  Social  Democratic  party  and 
union  bureaucrats.  But  it  is  the  organized 
labor  movement  that  has  the  social  power 
to  sweep  the  fascists  off  the  streets  and 
beat  back  the  capitalist  offensive  that 
feeds  Nazi  terror."* 


Student  Killed  by  German  Fascists 


Following  a vicious  fascist  attack 
by  West  Berlin  skinheads  wielding  a 
baseball  bat.  19-year-old  student 
Mete  Eksi  died  on  1 3 November  1 99 1 
after  three  weeks  in  a coma.  Eksi 
was  a German  citizen  of  Turkish 
descent.  The  Berlin  immigrant  com- 
munity responded  with  a funeral 
march  of  up  to  10.000  organized 
by  the  Turkish  Parents  Association. 
Prominent  in  the  integrated  march 
were  African,  Asian  and  Near  East- 
ern mourners  as  well  as  Turks 
and  Kurds.  Our  comrades  of  the 
Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Germany 
(SpAD)  carried  signs  declaring  the 
workers  will  avenge  the  death  of  Eksi 
and  calling  for  full  citizenship  rights 
for  immigrants. 

The  November  1 5 march  was  to  end 


in  a rally  in  front  of  the  Schoneberg 
city  hall  in  West  Berlin.  Before  the 
speakers  could  start,  police  attacked 
from  three  directions,  charging  in  mil- 
itary formation  through  the  crowd, 
which  included  a large  number  of 
women,  elderly,  and  young  children 
in  carriages  and  their  mothers’  arms. 
The  cops  of  the  capital  of  the  Ger- 
man Reich  beat  immigrant  youths  to 
the  ground  with  truncheons  resem- 
bling ihe  weapon  the  fascists  had  used 
to  bludgeon  young  Mete  to  death. 
The  SpAD  denounced  this  totally 
unprovoked  racist  police  riot  and 
the  cynical  attempt  by  police  spokes- 
men to  blame  the  victims,  and  vowed 
to  continue  the  fight  to  mobilize  the 
organized  working  class  to  sweep  the 
fascist  filth  off  the  streets. 


10  JANUARY  1992 


9 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  OF  AMERICAN  CAPITALISM 


WV  Photo 

Solidarity  House  company  cops  collaborated  with  capitalists  to  turn  Detroit 
into  a ghost  town. 


GM... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

Motors  wants  us  to  do.  we’re  prepared 
to  try  to  deiiver."  says  Perdue.  What  GM 
wants  the  union  to  do  is  roll  over  and 
play  dead.  And  UAW  officials  from  Bie- 
ber  on  down  are  making  a convincing 
show  of  it. 

Last  October,  the  UAW  called  a selec- 
tive strike  at  the  giant  construction 
equipment  manufacturer.  Caterpillar  Inc. 
The  UAW  represents  16.000  CAT  work- 
ers (down  from  40,000  in  1979),  and 
after  more  than  two  months,  the  com- 
bined strike  and  a lockout  of  the  York, 
Pennsylvania  assembly  plant  has  10,000 
CAT  workers  on  the  bricks.  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  (27  December  1991) 
declares.  “Caterpillar  Strike  Is  a Big 
Risk  for  UAW.”  noting  that:  “The  dis- 
pute comes  as  companies  such  as  Gen- 
eral Motors  Corp.  are  announcing  drastic 
cuts  in  their  work  forces.  With  scant  pub- 
lic sympathy  or  government  protection 
for  unions,  the  number  of  major  strikes 
dwindled  to  44  last  year  from  187  in 
1980.” 

The  unions  could  get  plenty  of  support 
from  millions  of  workers  in  the  U.S.  if 
they  played  hardball  against  the  bosses. 
But  just  look  at  the  bureaucrats'  handling 
of  the  Caterpillar  strike.  The  UAW's 


selective  strike  lets  CAT  bosses  pile  up 
inventory  and  wait  out  the  strikers! 
Instead  of  solidarity.  Bicber  pushes  rac- 
ist protectionist  poison  pitting  American 
workers  against  their  class  brothers  and 
sisters  abroad.  In  response  to  the  recent 
job  massacre,  the  UAW  called  to  “revise 
anti-U.S.  GM  corporate  policies  that 
favor  production  in  Mexico  and  other 
countries  at  the  expense  of  U.S.  workers 
and  support  the  giveaway  of  the  U.S. 
domestic  market  to  predatory  Japanese 
producers  willing  to  stop  at  nothing  to 
gain  U.S.  market  share.” 

What  auto  workers  desperately  need 
is  a revolutionary,  internationalist  lead- 
ership to  unite  Mexican.  Japanese. 
Korean  and  North  American  workers  in 
common  battle  against  the  labor  traitors 
and  capitalist  bosses  who  have  ripped 
up  the  unions.  A recent  New  York  Times 
(20  December  1991 ) column  by  econom- 
ics writer  Leonard  Silk  asked.  “Will  Re- 
cession Revive  Unions?"  Silk  quoted  the 
Times'  former  labor  correspondent  A.H. 
Raskin  as  saying  that  “the  most  impor- 
tant requirement  for  a revival  of  the  labor 
movement  today  is  ’commitment' — the 
commitment  of  labor  leaders  to  rank- 
and-file  members  and  to  the  jobless,  poor 
and  unorganized."  But  as  Mr.  Raskin — a 
certified  redbaiter  at  the  labor-hating 
Times — well  knows,  the  commitment  of 
the  AFL-CIO  brass  is  to  the  capitalists. 


whose  labor  lieutenants  they  are. 

The  workers  movement  needs  a lead- 
ership committed  to  the  fight  for  a work- 
ers government  to  transform  society 
from  lop  to  bottom.  Capitalism  made 
Michigan  into  a mecca  for  millions  of 
immigrant  and  black  workers.  Today  it 
has  turned  the  Motor  City  into  a ghost 
town,  hitting  blacks  the  hardest  of  all. 
A workers  revolution  in  this  country 
would  institute  socialist  economic  plan- 
ning, rebuilding  the  antiquated  factories 


and  the  crumbling  roads  and  bridges, 
constructing  schools,  hospitals  and 
decent  housing  for  all.  Break  from  the 
Democrats!  For  a workers  party!  The 
productive  apparatus  of  this  country  was 
built  by  the  blood  and  sweat  of  genera- 
tions of  workers.  Seize  it.  fix  it  and  use 
it  to  provide  the  goods  needed  by  work- 
ing people  and  the  poor  instead  of  lining 
the  pockets  of  the  capitalists,  who  would 
do  to  the  world  what  they’ve  done  to 
Detroit.  ■ 


Earl  Dotter 


Harlan  County,  U.S.A.:  Brookside  women  in  bitter  1974  miners  strike 
understood  that  picket  lines  mean  you  better  not  cross.  Somehow  Barbara 
Kopple  forgot. 


Hormel 

Strike... 

(continued  from  page  7) 
shouldn’t  have  to  cross  a picket  line.” 
She  admitted  that  “when  I made  Har- 
lan County , I would  never  talk  to  a scab.” 
but  argued  that  the  Hormel  strike  was 
“different.”  Yet  P-9er  R.J.  Bergstrom 
sounds  a hell  of  a lot  like  a coal  miner 
in  the  film,  when  he  says  of  his  brother 
Ron,  "If  he  crosses  the  line  he’s  a scab, 
and  there's  nothing  worse  than  a scab.” 
So  does  strike  activist  Vickie  Guyette 
(Jim’s  wife),  who  told  Hardy  Green,  “We 
should  have  broken  the  scabs’  kneecaps 
the  first  time  they  tried  to  cross  the  line." 
During  the  strike  P-9ers  issued  a button 
that  said,  "Pick  a Scab — Make  It  Bleed." 
UFCW  workers  at  the  Ottumwa  plant 
who  honored  P-9's  roving  picket  line  put 
out  another  that  declared,  “I  Won’t  Cross 
a Picket  Line  for  Anyone!"  What's 
“different"  is  not  the  Hormel  strike  but 
Barbara  Kopple. 

For  Mass  Picket  Lines  and 
Plant  Occupations 

Local  P-9  reasserted  labor’s  picket 
line  principles  when  on  January  21  its 
roving  pickets  began  to  appear  at  Hormel 
plants  across  the  country.  The  Ottumwa 
facility  was  completely  shut  down,  as 
workers  honored  the  P-9  lines  for  weeks. 
Hundreds  honored  the  roving  pickets 
in  Fremont,  Dubuque  and  elsewhere. 
According  to  American  Dream,  57 1 Hor- 
mel workers  outside  of  Austin  ended  up 
getting  fired  for  honoring  P-9  picket 


lines.  But  these  casualties,  along  with 
the  hundreds  of  P-9ers  who  wound  up 
permanently  replaced  by  scabs,  came  not 
as  a result  of  the  roving  pickets — which 
struck  a powerful  blow  against  the  com- 
pany— but  of  the  decision  by  Guyette, 
Rogers  and  the  P-9  executive  board  not 
to  attempt  to  shut  down  Hormel’s  flag- 
ship plant  in  Austin. 

Various  social  democrats  like  In  These 
Times  writer  David  Moberg  say  that  in 
the  face  of  the  Guard,  the  strikers  should 
have  crawled  back  to  work  and  used 
slowdowns,  work-to-rules.  etc.  In  con- 
trast. longtime  labor  reporter  “William 
Serrin  suggests  that  rather  than  adopting 
such  a ‘wimpy’  in-plant  approach.  P-9ers 


should  have  seized  the  Austin  facility" 
(On  Strike  at  Hormel).  That  is  exactly 
what  the  Spartacist  League  insistently 
advocated  in  the  pages  of  Workers 
Vanguard:  “For  Mass  Labor  Action  to 
Smash  National  Guard  Strikebreaking! 
Shut  Down  Hormel!”  (31  January);  “ The 
hard  truth  is  that  the  Austin  plant  must 
he  shut  down,  and  soon,  or  the  strike 
will  lose"  (14  February);  “ Hormel  has 
the  plant,  not  P-9... . [the  strikers]  should 
lock  the  gates  of  the  Austin  plant 
from  the  inside,  and  throw  away  the 
key!"  ( 14  March).  And  in  explaining  the 
defeat,  we  wrote: 

“Under  the  circumstances  the  only  way 
to  shut  down  the  plant  was  to  lake  it  out 
of  the  company's  hands,  the  very  same 
way  the  Homiel  strikers  did  it  in  1933. 
A plant  seizure  would  have  thwarted 
Hormel’s  strikebreaking  plans:  the  forces 
of  capitalist  'law  and  order'  treat  strikes 
much  more  respectfully  when  the  work- 
ers are  holding  millions  of  dollars  worth 
of  equipment — equipment  Financed  with 
the  givebacks  robbed  from  the  workers!" 

— “Hormel  Strike  Knifed." 

WV  No.  400.  28  March  1986 

Guyette  said  in  late  1986,  “A  plant 
sitdown  was  rejected  in  favor  of  the  rov- 
ing pickets,  in  part  because  we  heard 
that  the  company  had  armed  guards 
in  the  plant."  But  that  wouldn’t  have 
posed  an  insurmountable  problem  to 
a leadership  committed  to  mobilizing 
united  working-class  power  instead  of 
pressure.  The  bottom  line  is  that  Guyette 
and  Rogers  were  no  more  willing  to 
take  on  the  "DFL"  strikebreakers  and 
the  capitalist  state  than  were  the  UFCW 
traitors  Wynn  and  Anderson.  As  we 


put  it  then,  "Labor’s  ties  to  the  Demo- 
crats are  a noose  around  P-9's  neck." 

For  Class-Struggle 
Leadership! 

Scabherder  Lewie  Anderson  gets  the 
last  word  in  American  Dream — which 
incredibly  bills  him  as  a leader  of 
the  anti-concessions  movement!  Having 
helped  Hormel  eat  Local  P-9  alive, 
Anderson  rails  against  corporate  “barra- 
cudas” and  asserts  that  such  ills  "can't 
be  dealt  with  just  on  the  picket  line.”  In 
her  remarks  in  Chicago.  Barbara  Kopple 
harped  on  this  same  theme  of  “total  cor- 
porate irresponsibility”  which  is  part  of 
“the  larger  question.”  a “systemic  prob- 
lem,” part  of  “broader  economic  forces.” 
ad  nauseam.  The  none-too-subtle  mes- 
sage here  is  that  workers  should  stay  off 
the  picket  line  and  head  for  the  voting 
booth. 

From  Anderson  and  Kopple  to  Rogers. 
Guyette  and  their  “leftist”  cheerleaders, 
there  is  a shared  assumption — that  some- 
how in  the  “court  of  public  opinion,”  or 
through  the  Democratic  Party,  the  bosses 
will  be  brought  to  heel  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  workers  can  live  the  “Amer- 
ican Dream.”  But  the  state  is  the  capi- 
talists’ state,  and  the  dream  was  always 
a lie,  especially  for  women,  blacks  and 
other  minorities,  and  especially  now.  To 
put  an  end  to  the  chain  of  defeats  that 
began  when  the  AFL-CIO  heavies  knifed 
the  PATCO  air  controllers  in  1981,  con- 
tinuing through  the  Hormel  betrayal  and 
going  on  today,  working  people  must  be 
broken  away  from  the  Democratic  Party 
and  organized  in  powerful  working-class 
action. 

Because  of  the  straitjacket  imposed  on 
the  working  class  by  what  tum-of-the- 
century  Cleveland  robber  baron  Mark 
Hanna  called  "my  labor  lieutenants,” 
militant  strikes  in  the  United  States  have 
often  been  led  by  self-professed  radicals 
and  leftists,  from  the  IWW  to  the 
Stalinists  and  Trotskyists  in  the  1930s. 
It  says  a lot  about  the  state  of  "the 
left”  in  this  country  that  the  plethora 
of  "Marxist"  groups  present  in  the 
Hormel  strike — except  the  Trotskyist 
Spartacist  League — helped  to  kill  it. 
either  openly  siding  with  the  strikebreak- 
ing UFCW  tops  or  by  reinforcing  illu- 
sions in  the  losing  strategy  of  the  P-9 
leaders. 

The  key  to  unleashing  the  power  of 
the  labor  movement  and  getting  rid  of 
the  whole  class  of  capitalist  "barracu- 
das" is  the  construction  of  a genuinely 
revolutionary  workers  party.  ■ 
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50,000  NYC  Construction  Workers  March  for  Jobs 


Despite  a subzero  wind  chill,  tens  of 
thousands  of  union  construction  work- 
ers marched  across  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge  into  Manhattan  December  19 
to  rally  at  City  Hall  for  jobs.  The 
crowd  of  50,000  workers  from  17 
building  trades  unions  chanted  “We 
want  union  jobs!"  The  unemployment 
rate  among  construction  workers  is 
over  50  percent.  Last  year  alone.  NYC 
lost  170.000  jobs— 38.000  of  them  in 
construction. 

The  rally  was  organized  by  the 
labor  bureaucracy  of  the  building 
trades,  along  with  contractors  and 
even  real  estate  bosses,  to  pressure 
Democratic  Party  mayor  David  Din- 
kins and  plead  with  George  Bush  for 
public  works  programs.  But  instead  of 
blaming  the  capitalists  who  have  let 
the  infrastructure  of  New  York  City 
go  to  hell,  the  labor  aristocrats  de- 
nounced "illegal  aliens  working  on 
City  and  State  construction  jobs"  and 


called  for  strengthening  the  racist 
cops!  This  disgusting  chauvinist  crap 
is  poison  to  the  workers  movement. 
The  blame  for  the  crisis  of  American 
capitalism  must  be  placed  where  it 


belongs — on  the  bosses. 

Instead  of  marching  to  City  Hall 
to  listen  to  flag-waving  hoopla,  this 
massive  display  of  union  power  should 
have  gone  right  past  City  Hall  to  Wall 


Street.  Let’s  see  how  long  the  Stock 
Exchange  continues  to  soar  when  the 
center  of  finance  capital  is  choked 
off  by  workers  playing  hardball  for 
a change! 


Justice  Department  Takes  Teamsters  Election 


"The  government  will  have  wasted 
$40  million  in  Teamsters  money  if  Carey 
isn’t  elected.”  quipped  the  Wall  Street 
Journal,  quoting  a cynical  "labor  con- 
sultant.” The  haughty  New  York  Times 
editorialized,  “Virtue  Triumphs  at  the 
Teamsters."  What  they  are  celebrating  is 
the  big-time  payoff  of  the  government’s 
40-year  vendetta  against  one  of  the  larg- 
est and  most  powerful  American  unions. 
Despite  the  claims  of  junior  G-men  like 
the  Teamsters  for  a Democratic  Union, 
these  elections  are  no  victory  for  the 
Teamster  ranks — they  were  a govern- 
ment operation  from  start  to  finish, 
designed  to  keep  the  union  under  the 
thumb  of  the  capitalist  state. 

It  was  an  unexpected  trouncing  of  the 
venal  and  corrupt  incumbents  in  the 
"Marble  Palace”  headquarters  of  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters. 
New  York  United  Parcel  Service  Local 
804  president  Ron  Carey  and  his  slate 
swept  the  December  voting,  taking  48 
percent  of  the  vote.  Retiring  1BT  chief 
William  McCarthy’s  heir  designate, 
national  freight  director  R.V.  Durham, 
got  only  a third  of  the  votes.  And 
Secretary-Treasurer  Walter  Shea  pulled 
only  16  percent  in  the  mail  ballot.  Shea’s 
slate  lost  two  VP  candidates  on  the  way 
to  the  polls:  Chicago  Local  705  head 
Daniel  Ligurotis  withdrew  after  shooting 
his  son  in  the  union  hall,  and  NYC  heavy 
“Joe  T."  Trerotola  was  forced  out  by 
the  feds. 

Carey  exploited  the  ranks’  hatred  for 
the  piecards  at  the  top,  running  ads 
in  the  government-controlled  Teamster 
magazine  with  a picture  of  three  pigs 
"feasting  on  your  dues."  The  Durham 
gang  fired  back  with  a (disputed)  story 
of  Carey  scabbing  on  a 1962  UPS 
strike.  The  government  flooded  the 
union  with  more  than  a thousand  agents 
for  the  election.  Almost  150  Teamster 
officials,  including  many  candidates, 
were  thrown  out  of  the  union  by  federal 
election  officer  Michael  Holland  after 
“quasi-judicial  proceedings"  in  front  of 
government  administrator  Frederick 
Lacey.  Holland  bragged  to  the  Washing- 
ton Post  that  he  was  making  the  rules 
and  "I’m  making  the  judgment  on  what’s 
kosher."  All  the  candidates  were  U.S. 
government-approved.  Grade  A labor 
fakers. 

This  was  a product  of  the  "consent 
decree"  arrived  at  between  the  1BT 
bureaucracy  and  the  Justice  Department, 
which  threatened  a RICO  suit  to  hogtie 
the  union.  Washington  isn’t  worried 
about  “democracy”  or  "corruption"  in 
the  labor  movement.  A member  of  the 
NY  State  Organized  Crime  Task  Force 


pinpointed  the  real  reason  behind  the 
government’s  vendetta  against  the  Team- 
sters: “they  could  still  tie  the  nation  up 
in  knots  if  they  wanted  to”  (Time,  24 
June  1991). 

Predictably,  the  “leftist"  cheerleaders 
of  Carey  are  jubilant;  they  have  been  in 
the  feds’  comer  for  years.  Socialist 
Action  licked  their  chops  last  summer: 
"Election  of  the  Carey  Slate  could  be 


date"?  The  reformist  Communist  Party, 
which  was  backing  the  Durham  slate, 
complained  that  Carey  is  outside  the 
Democratic  Party  fold:  "Until  the  mid 
1980s  he  would  never  have  been  labeled 
a reformer.  As  a registered  Republican, 
he  was  among  the  more  conservative 
New  York  City  Teamster  leaders.  At  one 
point  Carey  tried  to  get  his  local  to  wild- 
cat as  a protest  against  anti-Vietnam  War 


Campaign  ads 
in  Teamster 
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feds'  control.  All 
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government- 
approved, 

Grade  A 
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a big  step  in  mobilizing  the  ranks.” 
The  Labor  Notes  crowd,  and  the  TDU’s 
Convoy  Dispatch,  trumpeted  in  headlines 
that  “Carey  Slate  Sweeps.”  (The  TDU. 
which  advised  the  feds  during  the  assault 
on  the  union,  had  a few  of  their  candi- 
dates elected  on  the  Carey  slate.)  One 
anti-communist  Philly  TDUer  crowed. 
"This,  to  me,  is  like  what  happened  in 
Eastern  Europe"  (Philadelphia  Inquirer, 
13  December  1991). 

So  who  is  the  Teamster  bureaucrat  In 
These  Times  calls  the  "insurgent  candi- 


demonstrators” ( People's  Weekly  World. 
9 November  1991).  Of  course  when 
Carey  won.  the  CP  changed  its  tune: 
"Unity  is  the  most  important  task  right 
now." 

But  whichever  capitalist  party  has  its 
man  in  the  Marble  Palace,  Teamsters 
will  get  the  shaft.  The  union  has  been 
decimated  by  deregulation,  givebacks 
and  “double-breasting" — creating  non- 
union subsidiaries.  Membership  is  down 
almost  800,000.  Car  haulers  have  already 
thrown  back  the  bureaucracy’s  lousy 


contract  by  a four-to-one  margin.  To 
defend  their  jobs  and  working  conditions 
Teamsters  will  have  to  employ  the  class- 
struggle  tactics  that  built  the  union,  from 
the  Trotskyist-led  Minneapolis  general 
strike  of  1934  to  the  “hot-cargoing"  and 
militant  picket  lines  that  organized  over- 
the-road  drivers.  These  are  the  very  tac- 
tics that  the  capitalists  have  outlawed  in 
the  courts  and  Congress. 

The  liberals  and  social  democrats 
greeted  Carey’s  election  as  a huge  vic- 
tory for  the  working  class,  just  like  they 
cheered  the  victory  of  Arnold  Miller’s 
Miners  for  Democracy  in  the  Labor 
Department-run  elections  in  the  United 
Mine  Workers  in  1972.  But  very  quickly, 
the  miners  who  had  elected  Miller  were 
wildcatting  against  the  capitalist  state 
and  burning  the  sellout  contracts  of 
the  Labor  Department’s  hand-picked 
president. 

When  it  counted,  and  the  entire  Amer- 
ican reformist  left  was  embracing  Mil- 
ler, we  told  coal  miners  the  truth,  that 
Miller  would  “keep  faith  only  with 
the  Labor  Department/liberal  Democrat 
cabal  which  installed  him  at  the  head  of 
the  UMW”  (see  the  Workers  Vanguard 
pamphlet.  The  Great  Coal  Strike  of 
1978).  We  summed  up: 

“This  is  the  real  lesson  of  the  UMW  elec- 
tions. For  communists,  whose  funda- 
mental aim  in  the  labor  movement  is  to 
transform  the  unions  into  a tool  of  the 
revolutionary  will  of  the  proletariat,  no 
reform  can  increase  the  power  of  the 
working  class  if  it  is  won  by  placing  the 
unions  under  the  trusteeship  of  the  cap- 
italist state,  thus  destroying  the  first  pre- 
condition for  their  mobilization  in  the 
struggle  to  smash  that  state."* 


Drop  the  Charges  Against  NYC  Transit  Worker  Ray! 


The  following  is  a letter  by  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  to  Manhattan 
district  attorney  Robert  Morgenthau. 

2 January  1992 

Dear  Mr.  Morgenthau: 

We  are  writing  to  protest  the  despi- 
cable treatment  of  transit  worker  Robert 
Ray,  whom  you  are  scapegoating  on 
murder  charges  stemming  from  the 
August  28  Union  Square  derailment. 

The  blood  of  the  five  passengers 
killed  is  on  the  hands  of  the  Transit 
Authority  which  has  let  the  subway  sys- 
tem rot.  Not  only  has  the  TA  refused 
to  install  modern  computer  switching 
and  speed  controls  as  have  other  transit 


systems,  at  Union  Square  even  the 
antiquated  signals  and  tripping  devices 
were  positioned  so  they  couldn’t  stop 
the  derailment. 

Overworked  and  underpaid  like  his 
co-workers  who  drive,  maintain,  repair 
and  clean  the  trains.  Mr.  Ray  is  being 
used  as  a scapegoat  by  the  TA  and 
city  officials  whose  budget  cuts  are 
preparing  future  "accidents.”  Transit 
Authority  policies  kill  and  maim  transit 
workers:  Daniel  Walsh,  Robert  Nichol- 
son. James  Byrne.  Frank  Davila.  David 
Davis.  Stewart  Melsinker  and  Jesse 
Cole  are  just  some  of  those  killed  on 
the  job  in  the  past  few  years.  Not  one 
TA  official  has  been  charged  with  these 


killings.  But  now  Mr.  Ray  is  facing  up 
to  25  years  in  prison,  so  that  the  TA 
can  continue  its  union-busting  and  life- 
threatening  policies. 

The  denial  of  bail  to  Mr.  Ray  illus- 
trates that  he  is  being  railroaded.  Fol- 
lowing the  accident  he  identified  him- 
self to  policemen  on  the  spot,  then 
stayed  at  the  scene  for  hours.  Bail  is 
denied  solely  to  hinder  Mr.  Ray’s  abil- 
ity to  defend  himself. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
demands  that  Robert  Ray  be  immedi- 
ately released  and  that  the  charges  be 
dropped. 

Paul  Cooperstein, 
for  the  PDC 
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WORKERS  VAHCUARO 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  OF  AMERICAN  CAPITALISM 


GM  Job 
Massacre 


Bush,  Big  3,  UAW  Tops 
United  in  Racist 
Japan-Bashing 


Yates/Picture  Group 


One  week  before  Christmas,  General 
Motors  chairman  Robert  Stempel  gave 
GM's  holiday  message  to  400,000  auto 
workers  via  a closed-circuit  television 
hookup  to  plants  across  the  U.S.  and 
Canada.  He  announced  that  21  GM 
plants  are  being  shut  down  by  1995. 
The  world's  largest  auto  manufacturer  is 
wiping  out  74,000  more  jobs,  on  lop 
of  the  130,000  jobs  it  has  axed  since 
1986.  CNN  underscored  the  dramatic- 
significance  of  GM's  jobs  massacre  by 
broadcasting  Stempel's  kiss-off  talk  live. 
This  was  the  nail  in  the  coffin  of  the 
economic  “recovery"  that  the  Bush  ad- 
ministration had  been  conjuring  up  for 
months.  Now  White  House  spokesman 
Marlin  Fitzwater  admitted,  “the  people 
of  this  country  know  the  economy  is  in 
trouble  and  it  doesn't  make  any  sense  to 
play  games.” 


Der  Spiegel 


Merry  Xmas  from  GM:  CEO  Robert 
Stempel  ‘ downsizes,'’  axing  74,000 
more  jobs. 

The  week  before.  Caterpillar.  Xerox 
and  TRW  had  announced  big  layoffs. 
Since  October,  announced  layoffs  have 
been  running  at  over  5.000  a day.  Not 
just  sounding  the  retreat  for  U.S.  manu- 
facturing, this  tidal  wave  of  firings 
speaks  volumes  about  the  moribund  state 
of  American  capitalism.  The  New  York 
Times  (16  December  1991)  spelled  it 
out:  “The  thousands  of  jobs  being 
trimmed  from  the  nation’s  work  force 
by  IBM.  General  Motors.  Xerox  and 
other  major  corporations  are  never  com- 
ing back."  The  “downsizing"  of  "the 
General"  will  result  in  a GM  less  than 
half  the  size  it  was  in  1985.  Pan  Am. 
the  nation’s  "flagship  airline."  finally 
shut  down.  The  U.S.  economy  is  in 
Chapter  II,  and  the  bosses  are  hand- 
ing out  pink  slips  galore  while  the  stock 
market  soars. 

Back  in  the  years  following  World 


War  II,  when  Washington  and  Wall 
Street  were  in  the  flush  of  their  self- 
proclaimed  "American  Century,"  GM 
head  and  “Defense"  Secretary  Charles 
Wilson  boasted  that  “what  was  good  for 
our  country  was  good  for  GM  and  vice 
versa.”  What’s  good  for  GM  isn't  good 
for  the  workers,  then  or  now.  But 
Wilson's  rosy  capitalist  logic  and  self- 
serving  shortsightedness  have  a lot  fewer 
adherents  today  because  it  is  crystal 
clear:  the  American  economy  is  dead  in 
the  water.  As  we  wrote  in  the  lead  article 
of  our  series  on  "The  Bankruptcy  of 
American  Capitalism"  last  issue: 

"Even  as  the  ideologues  and  spokesmen 
of  U.S.  imperialism  crow  about  the  sup- 
posed victory  of  free  market’  capitalism 
in  the  Cold  War.  the  American  economy 
is  in  a shambles.  The  Pentagon’s  awe- 
some military  firepower,  which  laid 
waste  to  Iraq,  rests  on  a shrinking  and 
obsolete  industrial  base,  a bankrupt  fi- 
nancial system,  and  a working  class 
whose  conditions  of  life  have  been  dete- 
riorating for  two  decades,  Now  the 
patriotic  hoopla  over  the  Gulf  War  has 
disappeared,  as  a lingering  recession 
adds  to  the  overflow  of  economic  misery. 
Bush's  posturing  as  master  of  the  world 
is  increasingly  resented  by  working  peo- 
ple. who  cannot  make  ends  meet  what- 
ever they  do." 

— WV  No.  541. 

27  December  1991 

Racist  Japan-Bashing  and 
Executive  Greed 

His  re-election  campaign  threatened 
by  the  downward  economic  spiral.  Bush 
postponed  his  scheduled  Japan  trip  and 
then  turned  it  into  an  exercise  in  gunboat 
diplomacy.  Seeking  to  steal  the  thunder 
from  the  Democrats,  who  are  leading  the 
charge  for  new  anti-Japanese  protection- 
ist legislation,  Bush  is  bringing  along  an 
entourage  of  21  corporation  bigwigs  to 
lecture  Tokyo  about  "unfair  trade  prac- 
tices." In  this  coterie  of  trade  warriors 
are  the  heads  of  the  Big  Three,  including 
Lee  Iacocca,  No.  I flag-waving  Japan- 
basher  and  top  hog  at  the  protectionist 
trough.  But  Japan  Inc.  is  returning  the 
fire  by  pointing  to  the  astronomical  pay 
of  Iacocca  &.  Co.  "High  Pay  of  CEOs 
Traveling  with  Bush  Touches  a Nerve  in 
Asia."  headlined  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
(30  December  1991). 

Over  the  past  two  decades,  while  the 
living  standards  of  the  American  work- 
ing class  were  slashed  worse  than  any- 
thing since  the  1930s  Great  Depression, 
the  earnings  of  the  corporate  chiefs  have 
skyrocketed.  The  heads  of  the  country's 
largest  corporations  now  average  $2  mil- 
lion a year  in  salaries,  over  90  times 
what  a production  worker  earns.  Chrys- 
ler boss  Iacocca  got  S4.65  million 


last  year,  along  with  $700,000-plus  in 
stock — more  than  the  total  income  of 
150  auto  workers — plus  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  his  two  houses  to  Chrysler! 
Bush’s  fellow  travelers  also  include: 
Phillips  Petroleum  CEO  C.J.  Silas  (over 
$4  million).  American  Express’  James 
Robinson  III  ($3.5  million).  Textron 
chief  B.F.  Dolan  ($2.5  million).  GM’s 
Stempel  rakes  in  $2.18  million  (his  pred- 
ecessor Roger  Smith  was  pensioned  off 
with  $1.2  million  a year). 

Iacocca’s  current  haul  is  down  from 
$23.6  million  in  1986,  and  GM  got  rid 
of  board  member  H.  Ross  Perot  with  a 
"golden  parachute"  totaling  $700  mil- 
lion. As  the  U.S.  economy  sinks  into  a 
bottomless  pit.  American  capitalists  are 
continuing  the  LBO  and  takeover  spree 
of  the  Reagan  decade  by  shamelessly 
looting  the  companies  they  head. 

UAW  Tops  Push  “Buy 
American”  Sucker  Bait 

Over  and  over  again,  the  United  Auto 
Workers  bureaucracy,  currently  headed 
by  Owen  Bieber,  has  joined  with  the  auto 
bosses  to  push  giveback  contracts  down 


the  throats  of  auto  workers  with  jingoist 
appeals  to  “Buy  American"  and  calls  for 
trade  protectionism  against  Japan.  “Sac- 
rifice House”  sold  the  I990GM  contract 
to  the  ranks  with  promises  of  a few  extra 
months  of  supplemental  unemployment 
benefits  and  pension  hikes  for  those 
who  make  30  years,  in  exchange  for  giv- 
ing management  the  option  to  eliminate 
100,000  jobs.  So  Stempel  just  exercised 
his  “option."  With  GM  threatening  to  cut 
even  more  jobs,  Bieber  is  hinting  that 
the  UAW  would  reopen  their  current 
contract  for  even  more  concessions! 

Today  the  average  age  of  a GM  worker 
is  45  years,  with  20  years  of  seniority. 
As  they  hit  an  older  workforce  with 
speedup  and  layoffs,  the  company  is  try- 
ing to  "whipsaw"  UAW  locals  against 
each  other  to  see  who  will  fork  over  the 
most  givebacks.  The  bidding  has  already 
begun.  David  Perdue,  president  of  the 
3,200-member  UAW  local  in  Arlington. 
Texas,  has  offered  to  renegotiate  work 
rules  to  make  the  plant  more  attractive 
to  GM  than  the  Willow  Run  plant  near 
Ypsilanti.  Michigan.  “Anything  General 
continued  on  page  10 


Hormel  Strike: 

P-9  Pride  and  Labor  Cops’  Treachery 


Which  Side  Are  You  On? 


I oviion 'Minneapolis  Star  arxJTnnuno 

Barbara  Kopple’s  Film  American  Dream 

See  Page  6 
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1 Report  from  Moscow 

Soviet  Workers  Protest 
“Free  Market”  Shock  Treatment 


For  Proletarian  Political  Revolution  to 
Overthrow  Yeltsin’s  Starvation  Regime 


MOSCOW,  January  18 — Two  weeks  have  passed  since 
Russian  president  Boris  Yeltsin’s  “free  market  reform" 
sent  the  prices  of  food  and  other  necessities  skyrock- 
eting. Despite  demagogic  promises  of  abundant  sup- 
plies. the  store  shelves  remain  empty  and  lines  remain 
long.  Popular  anger  is  fast  bubbling  to  the  surface.  As 
“Tsar  Boris"  tours  Russia,  he  is  greeted  everywhere  by 
placards,  jeers  and  shouts  attacking  the  "liberalization” 
of  prices.  And  Yeltsin’s  political  allies  have  started  to 
desert  and  denounce  him. 

At  the  same  time,  hyperinflation,  hoarding  and  spec- 
ulation are  destroying  the  links  between  mine  and 
factory,  between  ollective  farm  and  food  store.  In  Mos- 
cow, most  industrial  enterprises  have  enough  supplies 
to  operate  for  only  another  two  or  three  weeks.  With 
the  imperialist-dictated  "shock  treatment"  being  carried 


out  by  Yeltsin  and  his  counterrevolutionary  cohorts, 
the  entire  economy  is  grinding  to  a standstill.  Moscow 
TV  News  One  (17  January)  reports  that  miners  across 
the  country  are  ready  to  strike:  "In  Dzerzhinsk,  there 
are  18,000  miners  who  are  unemployed  because  they 
ran  out  of  support  timbers  in  the  mines"  and  have  no 
money  to  buy  more.  "In  Armenia,  the  lack  of  gasoline 
and  heating  oil  is  catastrophic.  There  is  electricity  only 
six  hours  a day  in  the  cities  and  four  hours  in  the 
countryside.  The  enterprises  have  stopped  working. 
There  is  energy  only  for  the  bakeries  and  hospitals. 
Kindergartens  are  closed  down." 

Food  riots  have  started  erupting  in  various  So- 
viet cities.  In  Tashkent,  capital  of  Uzbekistan,  police 
opened  fire  on  thousands  of  students  marching  on  the 

continued  on  page  8 


Spartacist 


At  January  12  Kremlin  protest  against  star- 
vation prices,  demonstrator  holds  up  picture 
of  Lenin. 


Inside: 


Conspiracy  Theories  and  Liberal  Myths 


Yugoslavia 

and  Kohl’s  Euro-Reich 


Gus  Hall  Coup 
Against  Right  Wing 

CPUSA 

Shatters 


See  Page  4 


Targeting  Iraq’s  Hussein,  Again 

Bush  Reelection  Ploy 


George  Bush  wants  to  get  a “twofer"  out 
of  Iraq.  First  time  around,  the  "Operation  Des- 
ert Storm"  blitzkrieg  gave  him  an  easy  win 
over  an  outclassed  opponent.  This  “victory" 
could  then  be  used  to  intimidate  resistance  to 
an  American-dominated  “New  World  Order.” 
One  year  later,  it’s  election  time  and  the  tem- 
pers of  hard-pressed  American  workers  are 
as  frayed  as  last  year’s  yellow  ribbons.  Bush 
desperately  needs  a boost  after  his  recent 
photo-op  disaster  in  Tokyo,  barfing  on  the 
prime  minister  of  Japan.  (Now  Japanese  audi- 
ences are  cracking  up  watching  a performing 
monkey  trained  to  roll  his  eyes  and  keel  over 
at  the  command  of  "Bush-san.  Bush-san.”) 
So  since  prosperity  doesn’t  seem  to  be  just 
around  the  corner,  George  Herbert  (Hoover) 
Walker  Bush  has  set  in  motion  a campaign 
ploy  code-named  “Bring  Me  the  Head  of  Sad- 
dam Hussein.” 

Remember  CREEP  (Committee  to  Re-Elect 
the  President)  of  Watergate  fame?  Now  Son 
of  CREEP  has  probably  dispatched  a black- 
bag  team  to  Baghdad.  To  set  the  stage  there 
was  a planted  lead  article  in  the  Sunday  New 
York  Times  (20  January),  under  the  kicker. 
“White  House  Weighs  Proposals  to  Topple 
Hussein  Before  U.S.  Presidential  Vote.”  There 
would  be  “covertly”  fomented  uprisings  of 
Kurdish  rebels  in  the  north  and  Shi’ites  in 
the  south  of  Iraq  to  “draw  out  and  divide  Mr. 
Hussein's  last  Republican  Guard  divisions." 
Of  course,  the  "Saudi-backed  option  would 
require  a major  allied  air  campaign  over  Iraq 
and  possibly  the  reintroduction  of  American 
ground  troops  in  the  region."  This  "campaign” 
would  culminate  with  the  assassination  of 
Saddam  Hussein — something  it  is  now  con- 
firmed that  the  U.S.  tried  but  failed  to  do  last 
year. 

The  “leak"  gave  war  secretary  Dick  Cheney 
the  chance  to  act  tough  and  cagey  on  CBS’ 
Face  the  Nation  talk  show,  predicting  that  the 
Iraqi  leader  would  be  ousted  while  saying 
coyly,  "if  we  were  engaged  in  such  planning. 


obviously  I couldn't  talk  about  it."  William 
Safire,  who  had  first  floated  the  scenario 
"based  on  a tip  from  an  intelligence  source." 
called  it  the  "April  Surprise”  (after  the  "Octo- 
ber Surprise"  in  which  the  Reagan  team  alleg- 
edly got  the  Iranians  to  refuse  to  return  the 
hostages  until  after  the  1980  election).  Safire 
wrote: 

“Mr.  Bush  knows  that  he  will  have  to  return 
to  Saddam  Hussein.  As  Manuel  Noriega  can 
testify,  this  American  President  is  better  the 
second  time  around.  He  has  asked  the  Joint 
Chiefs  for  a plan  to  strike  again.... 

“When?  An  October  'surprise'  would  be  too 
obviously  political.  Much  depends  on  Sad- 
dam’s cooperative  recalcitrance,  but  some  of 
our  spooks  expect  a balloon  up  in  April  or 
May.” 

From  the  bunch  that  once  sent  a brace  of 
pearl-handled  revolvers  and  a Bible  to  the 
Iranian  ayatollahs,  nothing  is  too  blatant  or 
bizarre. 

This  time,  instead  of  bungling  a burglary 
they  would  pul  bombs  down  the  airshaft  of 
a bunker,  playing  the  videotape  in  real  time 
on  the  TV  evening  news.  U.S.  News  & World 
Report  (20  January)  reports  that  "Despite  the 
Bush  administration's  repeated  denials  that  it 
had  specifically  targeted  Saddam  Hussein,  in 
the  final  hours  of  the  war — within  hours  of 
the  ceasefire — two  U.S.  Air  Force  F- 1 1 1 F air- 
craft dropped  specially  designed  5.000-pound 
bombs  on  an  Iraqi  command  bunker  15  miles 
northwest  of  Baghdad  in  a last-ditch  effort  to 
kill  the  Iraqi  leader.”  One  central  command 
officer  involved  in  deciding  where  to  drop 
the  bombs  said.  "I  would  be  lying  to  you  if 
I told  you  they  weren’t  meant  for  Saddam 
Hussein." 

So  now  we’re  being  bombarded  with  the 
"one  year  after"  retrospectives  from  the  kept 
American  media  who  "can  now  tell  all,"  hav- 
ing covered  it  all  up  at  the  time.  It  only  con- 
firms what  we  told  you  last  year:  "Desert 
Storm"  was  no  video  war,  it  was  calculated. 

continued  on  page  13 
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Political  Asylum  for 
Joe  Doherty! 


After  an  eight-year  vendetta,  the  U.S. 
government  may  succeed  in  banishing 
Irish  Republican  fighter  Joseph  Doherty 
to  a life  of  torture  in  British  jails.  On 
January  15  the  Supreme  Court  cleared 
the  way  for  Doherty’s  deportation.  Every 
lower  court  had  ruled  for  Doherty. 
District  judge  John  Sprizzo  declared 
Doherty  was  convicted  of  a political 
offense  “in  its  most  classic  form.”  Yet 
the  Reagan/Bush  “Justice”  Department 
and  the  Reagan/Bush  Court  denied 
Doherty’s  right  to  even  have  a hearing 
on  his  request  for  political  asylum. 

In  1980  Doherty  survived  a murderous 
ambush  by  British  SAS  commandos  in 
Belfast  only  to  be  convicted  in  a star 
chamber  proceeding  for  the  killing  of 
one  of  his  would-be  assassins.  Escaping 
two  days  before  sentencing,  Doherty 
made  his  way  to  New  York.  He  was 
arrested  by  immigration  cops  in  1983, 
and  has  been  jailed  ever  since. 


Though  Doherty’s  struggle  has  won 
widespread  international  support,  dam- 
aging sectarianism  within  the  Irish 
Republican  movement  erupted  just 
weeks  before  the  Court  decided  his  fate. 
Doherty  came  under  attack  from  the  Irish 
Northern  Aid  Committee  for  voicing 
concern  about  damage  caused  to  a hos- 
pital complex  adjacent  to  the  Musgrave 
military  base  recently  attacked  by  the 
IRA.  The  Manhattan-based  Irish  People 
dropped  his  weekly  column.  Subsequent- 
ly the  paper  announced  the  dispute  was 
cleared  up  and  Doherty  was  back  on 
staff. 

The  PDC  steadfastly  defends  the  IRA 
from  British  imperialism’s  brutal  repres- 
sion. But  unlike  the  uncritical  cheerlead- 
ers of  Irish  nationalism,  we  recognize  a 
distinction  between  defensible  Republi- 
can attacks  on  symbols  of  imperialist 
repression,  such  as  a British  military 
base,  and  indiscriminate  terror  like  pub 


Trotsky’s  Red  Army 

Today,  the  counterrevolutionary  regimes  of 
Yeltsin  in  Russia,  Kravchuk  in  the  Ukraine 
and  their  counterparts  aim  to  destroy  the 
Soviet  state  and  destroy  the  Soviet  Army, 
can'ing  them  up  along  national  lines  and 
leading  to  fratricidal  war.  The  Red  Army, 
forged  under  Leon  Trotsky's  leadership  after 
the  19/7  Bolshevik  Revolution,  under  the 
banner  of  communist  internationalism  won 
TROTSKY  victory  over  the  host  of  tsarist  Whites,  LENIN 

reactionary  nationalists  and  imperialist  ex- 
peditionary forces  which  sought  to  overthrow  the  young  Soviet  workers  republic 


The  Red  Army  is  the  first  armed  state  force  in  history  which  serves  to  defend  the 
interests  of  the  working  people  against  the  exploiters  and  oppressors.... 

The  creation  of  the  Red  Army  was  a sort  of  test  for  the  working  class:  would  it. 
or  would  it  not,  be  able  to  create,  in  a short  time,  an  armed  force  with  which  to  defend 
itself  and  open  the  way  to  peaceful  socialist  construction?  All  the  events  of  the  past 
year  testify  that  the  Russian  working  class  has  passed  this  great  historical  test.  The 
Red  Army  has  been  created.  It  had  suffered  many  setbacks,  but.  by  and  large,  it  has 
coped  victoriously  with  the  enemy  on  our  numerous  fronts.... 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  creation  of  a large  army  and  the  conduct  of  a 
protracted  war  on  gigantic  fronts  has  imposed  heavy  sacrifices  on  the  economic  and 
cultural  constructive  work  of  Soviet  Russia.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  very  fact 
that  a mighty  Red  Army  has  been  created  in  an  exhausted  country  is  proof  of  the  great 
economic  and  cultural  strength  of  the  working  class.  Only  the  lofty  idea  of  struggle 
for  the  complete  emancipation  of  the  working  people  from  all  forms  of  oppression 
was  capable  of  inspiring  the  vanguard  of  the  working  masses  and  helping  them  to 
overcome  all  expressions  of  weariness,  disintegration  and  anarchy.... 

In  accordance  with  the  entire  course  taken  by  our  revolution,  the  leading  role  in  the 
Red  Army  belongs  to  the  advanced,  tempered  fighters,  the  Communist  proletarians. 
As  commissars,  as  members  of  Communist  cells,  and  often  as  Red  commanders,  they 
guide  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Soviet  regiments  and  make  them  what  they  should  be 
— the  fighting  instrument  of  the  Communist  revolution. 


— Leon  Trotsky,  “The  Red  Army”  (July  1919) 
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bombings  which  serve  only  to  divide  the 
Irish  working  class  and  strengthen  Brit- 
ish colonial  rule. 

Hours  after  the  Court  announced  its 
decision  supporters  protested  at  Joe 
Doherty  Comer  on  Pearl  Street  in  lower 
Manhattan.  The  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee has  persistently  defended  Joe 
Doherty.  On  January  20.  the  PDC  sent 
an  urgent  protest  to  the  Attorney  General 
demanding  Doherty  be  granted  asylum. 

* * * 

Two  years  after  defeating  a vicious 
COINTELPRO  frame-up,  former  New 
York  Panther  leader  Dhoruba  bin  Wahad 
(Richard  Moore)  is  threatened  with  a 
return  to  the  prison  hell  where  he  already 
spent  19  years.  On  December  19,  the 
New  York  Court  of  Appeals  granted  the 
prosecution’s  appeal  from  the  March 
1990  court  decision  which  overturned 
Dhoruba’s  conviction.  The  racist  state 
authorities  threaten  to  bury  him  behind 
bars  and  throw  away  the  key. 

Framed  on  charges  stemming  from  the 
shooting  of  two  cops  in  a 1971  machine- 
gun  attack  on  Manhattan  D.A.  Frank 
Hogan’s  home,  Dhoruba’s  conviction 
was  reversed  on  grounds  that  the  pros- 
ecution withheld  evidence,  including 
ballistics  tests  and  witness  statements. 
The  D.A.’s  star  witness  Pauline  Joseph, 


a diagnosed  paranoid  schizophrenic,  had 
given  19  contradictory  statements  to  the 
cops  during  her  20  months  in  police  cus- 
tody. Her  initial  statement  that  Dhoruba 
was  innocent  was  never  disclosed.  When 
Dhoruba  sought  to  call  her  back  to  the 
witness  stand  after  one  of  her  statements 
clearing  him  came  to  light,  the  prosecu- 
tors denied  knowing  her  whereabouts, 
although  at  that  very  moment  she  was 
still  in  police  custody. 

New  York’s  highest  court  declared 
that  this  outrageous  conduct  did  not 
automatically  nullify  the  conviction. 
Dhoruba  is  scheduled  for  a hearing  in 
February  where  he  is  now  "required  to 
make  an  actual  showing  that  prejudice 
resulted  from  the  prosecution’s”  conceal- 
ment of  evidence.  Smash  the  frame-up 
of  Dhoruba  bin  Wahad ! 

* * * 

On  December  4.  Geronimo  ji  Jaga 
(Pratt)  was  denied  parole  for  the  tenth 
time.  The  day  before  the  parole  hearing 
Oakland  mayor  Elihu  Harris  and  the 
majority  of  the  City  Council  supported 
a “Resolution  in  Support  of  Justice  for 
Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt),”  which  was  dis- 
tributed to  the  parole  board  together  with 
a letter  from  the  70,000-member  Cen- 
tral Labor  Council  of  Alameda  County 
continued  on  page  15 


AP 


Protest  outside  New  York  courthouse  against  1970  trial  of  “Panther  21.”  Days 
after  his  acquittal  in  that  case,  cops  again  framed  Dhoruba  bin  Wahad,  who 
is  still  fighting  for  his  freedom. 


Lying,  Concealing  Evidence, 
Strong-Arming  Scientists 

Creeping  Police  State 


From  elimination  of  defendants’  rights 
to  racist  speedup  on  death  row,  the  rulers 
of  American  capitalism  are  tightening 
the  claws  of  their  “legal”  apparatus, 
with  strong  appetites  for  and  tendencies 
toward  a police  state.  Just  consider  three 
articles  in  a single  New  York  Times,  dated 
20  December  1991.  Taken  together  they 
have  a certain  sinister  cohesiveness,  like 
those  molten  quicksilver  droplets  that 
congeal  themselves  into  the  evil  Termi- 
nator II. 

The  first  piece  was  headlined,  “State 
Appeals  Court  Narrows  Right  to  a New 
Trial  When  Evidence  Is  Withheld."  This 
concerns  former  Black  Panther  Dhoruba 
bin  Wahad  (Richard  Moore),  who  has 
already  done  19  years  on  a COINTEL- 
PRO frame-up  and  was  only  released 
when  he  proved  the  state  withheld  evi- 
dence in  his  trial  (see  "Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes”).  On  December  19,  the 
appeals  court  dangerously  narrowed  the 
30-year-old  Rosario  rule,  which  man- 
dated an  automatic  reversal  of  convic- 


tion if  the  prosecution  concealed  any 
evidence  relevant  to  the  testimony  of  a 
witness.  In  Dhoruba’s  case,  the  D.A. 
concealed  numerous  contradictory  state- 
ments by  their  chief  witness  and  lyingly 
claimed  not  to  know  of  her  whereabouts 
(she  was  in  police  custody). 

It  is  a crime  punishable  by  imprison- 
ment to  lie  to  a federal  officer  or  the 
cops.  But  evidently  not  the  other  way 
around.  The  Times  article,  “Jury  Clears 
Friend  of  Kennedy  Family,"  stems  from 
the  rape  trial  of  William  Kennedy  Smith. 
On  the  night  of  March  31,  Palm  Beach 
police  gained  entrance  to  the  Kennedy 
mansion  by  lying  to  houseguest  William 
Barry,  a former  FBI  agent  and  step-too- 
slow  bodyguard  to  the  late  Robert  F. 
Kennedy,  telling  him  they  were  investi- 
gating the  theft  of  an  um,  not  an  accu- 
sation of  rape.  Barry  told  the  cops  the 
Kennedys  might  have  already  left  Palm 
Beach,  although  they  didn’t  depart  for 
another  day.  For  this  he  was  charged  with 
obstruction  of  justice,  even  though  the 
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Veteran  Trotskyist  Remembered 

George  Chomalou 

1929-1991 


George  Chomalou  died  on  De- 
cember 4 of  complications  from 
surgery.  He  was  62  years  old.  He 
was  active  in  the  socialist  move- 
ment for  50  years  and  is  survived 
by  his  wife  and  comrade,  Sophie. 

Although  he  was  a member  of 
the  Fourth  Internationalist  Ten- 
dency (FIT),  we  in  the  Spartacist 
League  remember  George  warm- 
ly, in  the  words  of  one  comrade, 

‘‘as  a feisty  curmudgeon  who 
enjoyed  a night  of  hard  smoking, 
drinking  and  arguing  politics — 

George  was  one  of  the  most  gre- 
garious and  sweetest  guys  ever 
to  all  who  knew  him." 

In  many  ways,  George  was  representative  of  a 
whole  layer  of  older  members  of  the  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  (SWP)  who  were  purged  from  the  party 
as  Jack  Barnes  unveiled  the  full  flowering  of  his 
program.  In  the  mid-1960s,  the  stodgy  SWP  leader- 
ship of  Farrell  Dobbs  & Co.  handed  the  party  over 
to  Barnes,  who  quickly  installed  a whole  layer  of 
his  cronies  in  the  effective  leadership;  over  the 
course  of  the  subsequent  years,  Barnes  shunted  aside 
and  demoted  to  “advisory”  roles  the  layer  of  older 
leaders  and  cadres,  accompanied  by  a lot  of  pious 
gloating  about  a "new  generation"  of  leadership. 

The  founding  members  of  the  Spartacist  League, 
organized  as  the  Revolutionary  Tendency,  fought 
inside  the  SWP  to  reverse  the  party’s  definitive 
slide  into  centrism  (and  soon,  reformism)  in  the 
early  1960s.  The  RT,  centered  in  the  SWP’s  youth 
organization,  sought  to  win  some  chunk  of  veteran 
party  members,  who  represented  a living  continuity 
with  the  authentic  Trotskyist  party  founded  and  led 
by  James  P.  Cannon.  But  the  premature  and  bureau- 
cratic expulsion  of  the  RT  in  1963  frustrated  our 
attempt  to  win  over  organizationally  loyal  SWP 
veterans.  Within  the  SWP  a sort  of  niche  continued 
to  exist  for  older  members  under  the  protection  of 
Joseph  Hansen  and  his  Intercontinental  Press  appa- 
ratus— and  they  could  take  some  comfort  in  the 
fact  that  the  party  did  still  publish  Trotsky’s  works. 

Hansen's  death  in  1979  opened  the  way  for  a 
"night  of  the  long  knives"  purge  of  the  older  party 
veterans,  the  organizational  corollary  of  Barnes’ 
famous  1982  speech  denigrating  the  role  of  Trotsky 
and  disavowing  Trotsky's  theory  of  “permanent 
revolution."  This  spelled  out  a Bamesite  "theoret- 
ical” basis  for  the  SWP’s  increasingly  quirky  pol- 
itics of  slavishly  uncritical  tailism  of  such  forces 
as  Castro’s  Cuba,  the  Nicaraguan  Sandinistas,  the 
South  African  ANC  and  the  American  bourgeois 
feminists  of  NOW. 

Barnes’  explicit  attack  on  Trotsky  was  the  last 
straw  for  a number  of  party  veterans;  as  George 
once  remarked,  “When  1 was  a kid  I was  won  to 
the  permanent  revolution,  and  I’m  not  about  to 
stop  now."  Other  founders  of  the  FIT  included 
George  Breitman,  who  for  years  had  headed  the 
work  of  preparing  the  volumes  of  Trotsky’s  writings 
for  publication.  In  reality  the  SWP  had  long  ago 
renounced  permanent  revolution  in  deed  over  the 
questions  of  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  Algeria. 
And  the  bureaucratic  framework  for  the  mass 
expulsions  of  oppositionists  of  the  1970s  and 
1980s  was  laid  back  in  1963,  when  the  RT 
was  expelled  for  “disloyalty.”  and  1965,  when 
the  organizational  rules  were  “revised"  explicitly 


to  justify  the  political  expulsion  of  the  RT. 

To  the  members  of  the  FIT  who  stuck  with  the 
moribund  party  until  Barnes  contemptuously  threw 
them  away,  the  "glory  days"  of  the  old  SWP  were 
always  the  mass  popular-frontist  coalitions  and 
marches  of  the  Vietnam  antiwar  movement,  in 
which  the  SWP  was  the  right-wing,  social-patriotic 
"best  builders.”  Over  the  years,  we  had  many  sharp 
fights  with  George  Chomalou  over  this  question, 
failing  to  convince  him,  although  he  admitted  being 
repulsed  during  the  Persian  Gulf  War  by  the  social- 
chauvinism  which  dominated  the  "yellow  ribbon" 
protests.  But  unlike  many  on  the  left.  George  loved 
open,  fierce  comradely  debate  and  was  never  afraid 
of  a fight.  On  several  occasions  George  defended 
the  SL  against  exclusion,  attempted  censorship  and 
slander  by  the  SWP,  Communist  Party  and  others; 
his  adherence  to  the  old  Trotskyist  principle  of 
workers  democracy  sometimes  got  him  in  hot  water 
with  his  comrades. 

George  became  involved  with  left  politics  at  a 
young  age;  one  of  the  early  political  influences  in 
his  life  was  an  uncle  who  was  a Greek  anarcho- 
syndicalist.  When  George  was  12  years  old,  his 
opposition  to  World  War  II  led  him  to  join  the 
Communist  Party’s  youth  group.  But  when  the  CP 
flipflopped  and  gave  support  to  the  U.S.  in  the  war, 
George  found  himself  selling  war  stamps,  a situa- 
tion he  hated.  At  one  point  he  led  a strike  in  his 
high  school  against  the  no-strike  pledge,  which 
landed  him  in  trouble  with  the  CP.  To  his  chagrin, 
the  people  who  defended  him  were  the  people  he 
had  been  taught  to  consider  "counterrevolutionary 
fascist  Trotskyites.”  He  realized  that  despite  every- 
thing he  had  heard  in  the  CP.  the  SWP’s  position 
against  the  war  was  correct.  After  political  discus- 
sions he  joined  the  Akron  local  of  the  SWP  in  1 948. 
A year  later,  he  married  Sophie,  whom  he  had 
known  since  1942. 

At  that  time,  the  Akron  SWP  local  had  about  125 
members,  and  concentrated  its  work  in  the  United 
Rubber  Workers  union.  But  when  the  Cochran- 
Clarke  faction  mounted  a challenge  inside  the  SWP 
in  the  early  1950s,  their  rightist  views  won  support 
among  a majority  of  the  SWP’s  trade  unionists. 
George  was  one  of  a half-dozen  comrades  who  led 
the  fight  for  the  party  majority  in  the  Akron  local. 
When  the  Cochran-Clarke  faction  split,  the  Akron 
local  was  decimated,  and  those  left  in  the  SWP 
moved  to  Cleveland. 

Greek  was  George’s  native  language  and  he 
did  international  work  for  the  party  around  the 
question  of  Greek  Trotskyism.  He  was  also  a 
highly  cultured  man,  trained  to  be  an  opera  singer. 


All  his  life  he  loved  opera 
and  classical  music.  He  had  a 
huge  library  of  78  r.p.m.  rec- 
ords and  books  about  opera 
and  music.  But  as  an  active 
communist  George  was  black- 
listed during  the  McCarthy 
period.  It  really  hurt  him  to  be 
unable  to  work  in  the  profes- 
sion he  loved  so  much.  Instead 
he  sang  in  dinner  clubs  for 
years,  doing  Gilbert  and  Sulli- 
van, light  opera  and  popular 
tunes.  With  his  beautiful  voice, 
he  was  in  great  demand  for  char- 
ity events  in  the  Akron  area, 
which  he  rarely  refused. 

In  the  early  1960s.  George  resigned  from  the 
SWP,  citing  personal  reasons.  In  1974  he  rejoined 
and  found  himself  in  an  unpleasant  bureaucratic 
organization.  Still.  George  was  very  proud  when 
Sophie  decided  to  join  the  SWP  in  the  late  1970s. 
although  she  could  tell  right  away  that  this  wasn’t 
the  party  she’d  known  for  years  through  George; 
something  was  very  wrong  with  it. 

Comrades  of  the  SL  first  ran  into  George  in  1979 
in  Cleveland  at  the  regular  Saturday  night  Militant 
Labor  Forums.  He  was  the  only  SWPer  who  would 
talk  to  us.  and  at  first  we  thought  he’d  been  assigned 
to  do  so.  But  George  simply  enjoyed  talking  politics 
with  the  SL,  and  he  felt  he  agreed  with  us  on  the 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  permanent  revo- 
lution. He  was  always  up  for  a discussion,  whether 
on  the  telephone,  or  on  the  street  during  a demon- 
stration. or  at  his  house  over  a bottle  of  his  potent 
Greek  brandy.  One  of  his  favorite  books  was  In 
Defense  of  Marxism,  and  he  was  an  avid  reader  of 
Workers  Vanguard.  He  encouraged  his  comrades  in 
the  FIT  to  read  it  and  sometimes  xeroxed  important 
articles  and  distributed  them  by  mail. 

In  the  last  weeks  of  his  life,  George  continued 
to  express  interest  in  our  work  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  our  fight  to  build  a genuine  Trotskyist  party 
there.  Over  the  years,  he  encouraged  us  in  some  of 
our  efforts,  particularly  our  labor/black  mobiliza- 
tions against  KKK/Nazi  fascist  provocations  and 
our  campaign  against  the  "Fourth  Reich”  annexa- 
tion of  the  former  East  German  deformed  workers 
state. 

In  a lot  of  ways.  George  Chomalou ’s  political 
life  captures  the  tragedy  of  the  degeneration  of  the 
SWP;  a really  great  guy,  tough  as  nails,  a red  to 
his  bones,  trained  in  the  Cannon  school  so  he 
wouldn’t  renounce  Trotskyism  and  the  Russian 
Revolution,  but  whose  later  years  were  in  our  opin- 
ion largely  wasted  because  the  party  to  which  he 
felt  such  great  loyalty  succumbed  to  popular- 
frontism  and  ultimately  became  Bamestown.  Like 
Dick  Fraser,  who  was  one  of  our  close  political 
mentors,  George  was  one  of  the  human  links  to  the 
revolutionary  party  of  James  Cannon,  which  we 
believe,  despite  some  weaknesses  easier  to  see  in 
hindsight,  had  possessed  the  capacity  to  lead  a 
workers  revolution  inthis  country  if  such  an  oppor- 
tunity had  opened  during  the  effective  political  life- 
time of  its  central  cadre. 

In  remembering  George,  we  admire  his  dedica- 
tion and  sincerity  in  seeking  to  uphold  the  banner 
of  Trotskyism  as  he  understood  it,  and  his  hatred 
for  the  SWP’s  spitting  on  traditions  which  we  also 
claim  as  our  own.  We  miss  him  a lot. 


cops  came  in  on  false  pretenses.  As  it 
turned  out,  a Palm  Beach  grand  jury 
refused  to  indict  Barry,  possibly  because 
he  had  friends  in  high  places.  Others 
have  not  been  so  lucky. 

The  third  article,  "Critic  of  ‘Genetic 
Fingerprint’  Tests  Tells  of  Pressure  to 
Withdraw  Paper,”  reported  that  the  FBI 
and  others  have  been  employing  McCar- 
thyite scare  tactics  against  scientists  who 
question  the  government's  rush  to  con- 
vict using  unproven  "DNA  evidence.” 
Scientists  have  been  publicly  question- 
ing the  accuracy  of  the  procedure,  which 
seeks  to  match  tiny  bits  of  genetic  DNA 
material  found  at  a crime  scene  with 
samples  taken  from  a suspect’s  body.  The 
article  says  that  two  professors  dissent- 
ing from  the  government’s  stance.  Dr. 
Daniel  Hartl  of  Washington  University 
and  Dr.  Richard  Lewontin  of  Harvard, 
were  forced  by  the  editor  of  Science 
magazine  to  tone  down  a critical  article 
in  the  journal.  Hartl  was  contacted  by 


the  Justice  Department’s  Criminal  Divi- 
sion Strike  Force  and  told  that  “publica- 
tion of  the  paper  would  be  a disservice 
to  the  system  of  justice  in  the  United 
States."  He  described  it  as  a “stunning, 
chilling  conversation.” 

Scientists  who  have  testified  in  court 
for  the  defense  have  been  particular  tar- 
gets of  this  old-fashioned  witchhunt. 
Dr.  Simon  Ford,  a British  geneticist, 
was  questioned  about  his  visa  status,  a 
poison  pen  letter  was  sent  by  a Minne- 
apolis prosecutor  to  some  judges  accus- 
ing him  of  fraudulent  billing  practices, 
and  he  was  subjected  to  a search  of  his 
laboratory  and  all  his  papers  there.  The 
government  campaign  worked — Ford 
stated  he  has  been  discouraged  from  tes- 
tifying in  such  cases.  And  on  January 
10.  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
Second  Circuit  in  New  York  granted 
greater  leeway  to  the  prosecution  in 
using  DNA  evidence. 

Clearly  all  this  has  nothing  to  do  with 


science,  truth  or  justice.  As  Gore  Vidal 
points  out  in  the  Nation  (27  January), 
dealing  with  the  drug  witchhunt:  “Our 
‘inalienable’  rights  are  being  systemati- 
cally alienated.  Never  has  an  American 
government  been  so  busy  interfering 
with  the  private  lives  of  its  citizens,  sub- 
jecting them  to  mandatory  blood,  urine, 
lie-detector  tests.  Yet  the  war  on  drugs 
has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  drugs.  It  is 
part  of  an  all-out  war  on  the  American 
people  by  a government  interested  only 
in  control.” 

Vidal  quotes  Thomas  Paine,  in  Com- 
mon Sense,  one  of  the  great  documents 
of  the  American  Revolution: 

"When  we  suffer,  or  are  exposed  to  the 
same  miseries  by  a government,  which 
we  might  expect  in  a country  without 
government,  our  calamities  is  [$ic) 
heightened  by  reflecting  that  we  furnish 
the  means  by  which  we  suffer.” 

One  of  the  ideals  of  the  bourgeois  rev- 
olution was  that  the  state  and  its  police 
powers  should  not  be  raised  above  or  be 


unaccountable  to  the  citizenry.  All  mem- 
bers of  society  were  supposed  to  be  for- 
mally equal  before  the  law,  with  "the 
authorities,"  including  the  police,  held 
to  the  same  standards  as  everyone  else — 
or  somewhat  higher  standards.  Today 
this  statement  would  be  met  with  utter 
blank  incomprehension  by  any  citizen  of 
Harlem  or  Loisaida,  or  at  best  with  cyn- 
ical laughter. 

Today's  police-state  tendencies  are  a 
direct  reflection  of  the  1980s  “decade 
of  greed,"  one  of  the  most  dramatic 
shifts  in  income  distribution  in  U.S. 
history,  and  are  intended  to  keep  the 
rich  richer  and  the  poor  prostrate.  It  is 
left  to  us  communists  to  lead  the  fight 
to  defend  and  restore  the  democratic 
gains  of  the  first  American  Revolution, 
as  well  as  the  second  (the  Civil  War 
and  emancipation  from  slavery),  as  we 
fight  for  a third  American  revolution 
to  obliterate  capitalist  police-state  terror 
forever.  ■ 
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CPUSA  Shatters 


Less  than  six  months  after  Mikhail 
Gorbachev,  under  orders  from  Yeltsin 
and  imperialist  godfather  Bush,  dis- 
solved the  Soviet  Communist  Party,  the 
American  Communist  Party  (CPUSA) 
was  shattered  by  a deepgoing  split.  At 
its  25th  convention  held  in  Cleveland  in 
early  December,  longtime  Stalinist  boss 
Gus  Hall  ousted  from  their  posts  the 
"right  opportunists" — that  is,  those  who 
want  to  shed  the  “Communist"  label  and 
liquidate  outright  into  the  Democratic 
Party.  As  a revolutionary  organization  the 
American  CP  died  long  ago.  Yet  it  re- 
mained, within  the  framework  and  scale 
of  the  U.S.  left,  a significant  reformist 
organization  simultaneously  doing  don- 
key work  for  the  Democrats  while  paying 
obeisance  to  the  Kremlin  bureaucracy. 

With  this  split  the  CPUSA  is  reduced 
to  an  ossified  sect.  The  right  opposition, 
the  "Initiative  to  Unite  and  Renew  the 
Party,”  reportedly  gathered  over  900 
signatures — one-third  of  the  member- 
ship— and  dominated  the  party’s  two 
largest  centers.  New  York  City  and 
Northern  California.  It  included  almost 
all  of  the  party's  black  leaders,  among 
them  one-time  political  luminary  Angela 
Davis,  former  presidential  candidate 
Charlene  Mitchell,  former  People's  World 
editor  Carl  Bloice  and  other  black 
spokesmen  including  James  Jackson, 
Kendra  Alexander  and  James  Steele.  The 
Initiative  group  also  featured  current 
People's  Weekly  World  editor  Barry  Co- 
hen and  the  party’s  longtime  leading 
"theoretician"  Herbert  Aptheker.  Except 
for  Hall  and  Jarvis  Tyner,  all  the  CP’s 
“big  names”  are  on  the  outs. 

After  taking  a 33-30  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  a pro-Gorbachev  majority  in 
the  CP’s  National  Committee  last  Sep- 
tember, Hall  came  back  with  a nostalgic 
replay  of  the  heavy-handed  Stalinist 
methods  of  the  1930s-’40s.  This  was  fea- 
tured by  the  bourgeois  media — even 
the  German  newsweekly  Der  Spiegel 
quipped,  "Stalin  Wins  in  Cleveland." 
PWW  editors  Cohen  and  Bloice  were 
locked  out  of  the  offices  and_fired.  At 
the  convention,  it  was  reported  that 
goons  surrounded  the  mikes  during  dis- 
cussion and  a uniformed  Cleveland  cop 
was  stationed  behind  the  registration 
desk,  allegedly  to  prevent  disruption  by 
the  Initiative  people.  All  travel  by  mem- 
bers between  party  districts  in  the  U.S. 


and  all  international  travel  have  been 
banned  without  express  permission  of 
the  leadership. 

Meanwhile,  the  longtime,  slick  Stalin- 
ist operators  of  the  opposition  are  acting 
like  babes-in-the-woods  liberals.  Bay 
Area  party  boss  Kendra  Alexander  com- 
plained that  the  Hall  leadership  used 
insinuations  of  “FBI  infiltration"  and  the 
accusation  of  “factionalism”  against  her- 
self and  her  cothinkers.  As  if  this 
hasn't  been  the  standard  smear  against 
all  oppositionists  in  the  CP  for  decades! 
That  personification  of  a Stalinist  hack 
intellectual,  Herbert  Aptheker,  who 
denounced  the  1956  Hungarian  Revo- 
lution as  a CIA  plot,  now  lectures 
his  comrades  on  the  need  for  “honesty.” 
The  Initiative  people  held  a “counter- 
convention"  across  the  street  in  Room 
21 1 of  the  Cleveland  Convention  Center. 


And  insofar  as  they  could,  they  also  used 
dirty  tricks:  new  PWW  editor  Tim 
Wheeler  complained  that  Cohen  had 
“electronically  lock(ed)  the  staff  out  of 
the  computer  files." 

As  a factional  maneuver  at  the  con- 
vention, the  Initiative  group  passed  a res- 
olution calling  on  the  Communist  Party 
to  issue  a “public  apology"  for  its  des- 
picable treatment  of  Japanese  American 
members  during  World  War  II  (they  were 
told  to  resign  and  go  willingly  to  FDR’s 
concentration  camps).  But  now  their 
unconditional  loyalties  will  be  to  the 
Democratic  Party  of  Hiroshima,  the  Bay 
of  Pigs  and  the  Vietnam  War.  The  only 


question  is  whether  these  ex-Stalinists 
will  liquidate  directly  or  via  the  social- 
democratic  Democratic  Socialists  of 
America  (DSA).  It  is  scarcely  acciden- 
tal that  the  Initiative  document  first 
appeared  in  public  in  the  January  issue 
of  Crossroads,  the  magazine  of  Irwin 
Silber  & Co.,  alongside  a positive  report 
of  the  DSA  convention. 

For  the  moment,  the  red-white-and- 
blue  Initiative  crowd  has  formed  "Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence,”  harking 
back  to  the  “founding  fathers”  of  1776. 
There  is  reportedly  turmoil  in  various 
state  committees.  But  despite  the  charges 
and  countercharges  of  “right  opportun- 
ism" and  “rigid  Marxism-Leninism,” 
you  can  be  certain  that  Hall’s  rump  CP 
and  the  Initiative  people  will  be  reunited 
this  summer  (along  with  the  DSA)  in 
supporting  whatever  candidate  the  Dem- 


ocrats nominate  to  run  against  George 
Bush.  The  New  Year’s  message  from 
People's  Weekly  World  (4  January)  ends 
with  the  clarion  call:  "Let’s  work  to 
defeat  George  Bush  in  1992."  This  is  the 
watchword  of  the  “people’s  front” 
extending  from  Arkansas  governor  Bill 
Clinton  to  Gus  Hall. 

But  why  in  the  world  should  anyone 
join  a pro-Democratic  Party  Stalinist 
reformist  sect?  The  “long  march"  into 
oblivion  of  the  "Communist  Workers 
Party"  and  the  tenuous  shadow-existence 
of  Nelson  Peery's  “Communist  Labor 
Party"  are  telling  examples  of  the  futility 
of  this  road. 


One  correction  for  the  record:  in 
his  speech  at  the  Cleveland  convention. 
Hall  accused  the  “Trotskyite  Spartacus 
League"  of  "pushing  ‘the  dump  Gus’ 
line."  Not  true.  Gus.  Standing  on  the  pro- 
gram of  Lenin’s  Bolshevism,  we  have 
no  interest  in  who  leads  the  remnants 
of  American  Stalinism  into  oblivion. 
Besides,  in  terms  of  political  anthropol- 
ogy, Hall  is  well  typecast  as  the  last 
American  Stalinist. 

Rainbow  Coalition 
Splits  CPUSA 

The  right  opposition  drew  much  of  its 
authority  and  assertiveness  from  the  fact 
that  it  embraced  every  major  black  party 
leader  except  Jarvis  Tyner.  Because  the 
masses  of  American  blacks  have  little 
sympathy  for  anti-Communism,  promi- 
nent black  CPers  have  an  entree  into 
radical-liberal  political  circles  (e.g., 
Jesse  Jackson’s  “Rainbow  Coalition") 
not  available  to  their  white  counterparts. 
The  various  committees  against  racist 
frame-ups  and  police  brutality,  lobbying 
groups  for  civil  rights  or  welfare  rights, 
anti-apartheid  support  groups,  etc.,  con- 
stitute a milieu  in  which  black  CPers  can 
hobnob  with  black  Democrats  and  enjoy 
the  illusion  of  involvement  in  big-time 
politics. 

For  example,  when  Nelson  and  Winnie 
Mandela  visited  the  U.S.  in  1990,  Char- 
lene Mitchell  had  an  opportunity  to  meet 
them.  A key  Hall  aide,  Carole  Marks, 
suggested  that  Mitchell  should  have 
asked  Nelson  Mandela  to  meet  with  the 
CPUSA  executive,  to  which  Mitchell 
reportedly  replied:  “No,  Carole.  He 
shouldn't  have  come  here."  Of  course, 
it  was  absurd  to  think  that  Mandela  on 
his  way  from  Cuomo  and  Dinkins  to 
Bush  would  meet  with  Gus  Hall.  The 
point  is  that  Mitchell  and  her  friends  felt 
embarrassed  and  restrained  by  the 
CPUSA.  while  Hall  & Co.  felt  their  own 
black  comrades  were  helping  consign 
them  to  political  irrelevance. 

In  this  way  the  poisonous  racism  of 
American  politics  and  society  enven- 
omed and  inflamed  the  faction  fight 
among  the  contending  reformists  of  the 
CP.  At  one  point  last  spring.  Hall  had  to 
testify  before  the  party’s  "Insensitivity 
Committee.”  Black  National  Board 
member  James  Steele,  in  his  "Reply  to 
the  Discussion"  (31  July  1990),  asserted 
that  “racism  permeates  the  national  lead- 
ership.” For  Steele,  the  decisive  test  of 
anti-racism  is  "everyone’s  relationship 
with  the  key  forces  of  the  Rainbow  Coa- 
lition," and  he  denounced  Hall  for  plan- 
ning to  "criticize  [Jesse]  Jackson  and  the 
labor  movement  for  retreating  from 
political  independence." 

In  reality.  Hall  has  supported  and  will 
continue  to  support  Jackson  and  the  lib- 
eral wing  of  the  Democratic  Party  of 
American  imperialism.  The  difference  is 
that  Steele  and  his  cothinkers  now  want 
to  dissolve  into  that  party  entirely. 
Steele,  Mitchell  & Co.  may  think  they 
can  have  a bright  future,  perhaps  as  staff- 
ers for  the  likes  of  New  York  mayor 
David  Dinkins  or  Virginia  governor 
Douglas  Wilder.  But  it  ain’t  so.  Look  at 
the  vicious  red  smear  launched  against 
ex-CWPer  Margaret  Chin  in  the  NYC 
city  council  elections.  Prominent  former 
Communists  cannot  make  it  in  big-time 
bourgeois  politics  in  this  country  even 
if  they  claim  to  be  born-again  Democrats 
and  “democrats.” 

And  Gus  Hall  is  no  racist.  We  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  more  abu- 
sive toward  black  oppositionists  than  he 
is  toward  white  oppositionists. 

From  “Socialism  in 
One  Country”... 

It  all  goes  back  to  the  Russian  ques- 
tion. In  his  December  convention 
speech.  Hall  relapsed  into  the  standard 
Stalinist  method  of  blaming  the  last  guy 
for  everything  that  went  wrong:  "Wrong 
policies  and  misleadership  by  Gorba- 
chev and  company  continue  to  make  a 
shambles  of  the  socioeconomic  system.” 
Meanwhile,  the  right-wing  opposition 
Initiative  statement  declared.  "Our  sym- 
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pathies  should  lie  unequivocally  with  the 
Communist  and  other  forces  which  are 
striving  for  the  reconstruction  of  their 
societies  on  a democratic  and  progres- 
sive basis.”  In  the  code-language  of  Sta- 
linist factionalism,  notably  the  omission 
of  any  reference  to  “socialism.”  this 
deliberately  opens  the  door  to  joining 
the  Yeltsinite  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion. In  September  the  right-wingers 
called  to  “deplore  all  public  statements 
which  give  the  impression  of  sympathy 
for  the  coup  or  its  aims." 

Given  the  enormity  of  the  calamity 
which  hit  them  since  the  onset  of  the 
mortal  crisis  of  Stalinism,  the  paucity  of 
the  analysis  by  any  wing  of  the  CP  is 
telling.  The  right-wingers  prattle  on 
about  taking  a "fresh  look”  at  everything, 
but  Aptheker’s  facile  comment  that  it  all 
went  off  the  rails  with  "the  Stalinization 
of  Lenin’s  party"  begs  the  question  of 
how  and  why.  Hall  belongs  to  the  "that’s 
the  breaks"  school  of  historical  analysis, 
sagely  remarking,  “Another  root  cause 
of  the  crisis  is  the  fact  that  socialism 
was  born  in  the  most  backward  coun- 
tries. industrially,  technologically  and 
culturally”  ( The  Crisis  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  8 September  1991).  True,  but 
does  that  mean  the  October  Revolution 
was  doomed  from  the  outset?  With  their 
Stalinist  blinders,  it’s  no  wonder  they 
still  can’t  see  the  “blank  spots”  of  Soviet 
history. 

Above  all,  they  avoid  the  crucial  ques- 
tion of  "socialism  in  one  country,"  the 
anti-Marxist  platform  on  which  a con- 
servative bureaucracy  usurped  political 
power  from  the  working  class  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  While  Stalin  seized  con- 
trol of  the  party  apparatus  at  the  13th 
Party  Conference  in  January  1924  by 
wholesale  manipulation,  he  had  to  polit- 
ically combat  the  Leninist  program  of 
world  socialist  revolution  on  which  the 
Communist  International  was  built.  Thus 
Stalin  asserted: 

“The  victory  of  socialism  in  one  country, 
even  if  that  country  is  less  developed  in 
the  capitalist  sense,  while  capitalism 
remains  in  other  countries,  even  if  those 
countries  are  more  highly  developed 
in  the  capitalist  sense — is  quite  possible 
and  probable." 

— “The  October  Revolution  and 
the  Tactics  of  the  Russian 
Communists"  (December  1924) 


Trotsky  unremittingly  fought  this  na- 
tionalistic revision  of  Marxism.  Speak- 
ing at  the  15th  Congress  in  November 
1926  over  constant  heckling  from  the 
hostile  bureaucrats,  he  replied  by  quot- 
ing Lenin’s  statement  on  the  first  anni- 
versary of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution: 
“The  complete  victory  of  the  socialist 
revolution  in  one  country  alone  is  incon- 
ceivable and  demands  the  most  active 
cooperation  of  at  least  several  advanced 
countries,  which  do  not  include  Russia." 


In  his  prophetic  critique  of  the  1928 
Stalin/Bukharin  program  for  the  Comin- 
tern, Trotsky  wrote: 

“Harsh  truth  and  not  sugary  falsehood  is 
needed  to  fortify  the  worker,  the  agricul- 
tural laborer,  and  the  poor  peasant,  who 
see  that  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  rev- 
olution, poverty,  misery,  unemployment, 
bread  lines,  illiteracy,  homeless  children, 
drunkenness,  and  prostitution  have  not 
abated  around  them.  ..  We  must  tell  them 
that  we  will  enter  on  the  path  of  real 
socialist  construction  only  when  the  pro- 
letariat of  the  most  advanced  countries 
will  have  captured  power;  that  it  is  nec- 
essary to  work  unremittingly  for  this, 
using  both  levers — the  short  lever  of  our 
internal  economic  efforts  and  the  long 
lever  of  the  international  proletarian 
struggle." 

— Trotsky,  The  Third 
International  After  Lenin 


Trotsky  went  on  to  expose  the  logical 
reactionary  conclusion  of  “socialism 
in  one  country"  for  the  various  pro- 
Moscow  CPs  around  the  world: 

"If  it  is  at  all  possible  to  realize  socialism 
in  one  country,  then  one  can  believe  in 
that  theory  not  only  after  but  also  before 
the  conquest  of  power.  If  socialism  can 
be  realized  within  the  national  bound- 
aries of  backward  Russia,  then  there  is 
all  the  more  reason  to  believe  that  it  can 
be  realized  in  advanced  Germany.  ..  It 
will  be  the  beginning  of  the  disintegra- 
tion of  the  Comintern  along  the  lines  of 
social-patriotism." 

One  is  reminded  of  Dorothy  Healey,  who 
joined  the  CP  in  1928  and  quit  in  1973. 


In  her  autobiographical  Dorothy  Healey 
Remembers  (1990),  she  sums  up  her 
break  with  the  Kremlin  by  championing 
“the  complete  independence  and  auton- 
omy of  each  Communist  Party.”  Today 
Healey  may  be  a key  link  in  drawing 
the  Initiative  people  from  the  CPUSA 
into  the  Democratic  (Party)  Socialists  of 
America. 

Various  social-democratic  critics,  such 
as  Theodore  Draper,  have  laid  what  they 
perceive  to  be  problems  with  the  entire 
history  of  the  American  Communist 
Party  at  the  doorstep  of  the  Kremlin. 
But  in  the  early  years  following  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Russian  Revolution,  which 


the  “old”  thinking  of  the  late  1930s  "Peo- 
ple’s Front.”  Reeling  under  the  impact 
of  the  Nazi  seizure  of  power  in  Germany 
in  1933,  due  to  the  sabotage  by  both 
Stalin  and  the  social  democrats  of 
united-front  workers'  struggle  against 
fascism,  the  Seventh  World  Congress 
of  the  Comintern  in  1935  codified  the 
policy  of  class  collaboration  known  as 
the  “People’s  Front."  This  was  the  inter- 
national counterpart  of  “socialism  in  one 
country,"  subordinating  the  various  na- 
tional CPs  to  their  "own"  bourgeoisies. 
In  the  U.S.  the  “progressive"  bourgeoisie 
was  identified  as  the  FDR  Democrats, 
and  so  for  the  1936  elections,  despite 


to  railroad  the  CP  leaders).  By  the  end 
of  the  war  the  party  had  dissolved  itself 
into  an  "association,"  following  Stalin’s 
example  of  dissolving  the  Comintern, 
and  they  cheered  the  A-bombing  of  Hiro- 
shima and  Nagasaki. 

In  the  decades  since  the  CP  attempted 
to  promote  a bourgeois  liberal  third 
party,  Henry  Wallace's  Progressive  Party 
in  1948,  its  Democratic  Party  mask  has 
grown  into  the  “Communist”  face.  Today 
the  party  has  become  virtually  indistin- 
guishable from  any  other  Democratic 
Party  club — except,  of  course,  when  the 
subject  of  the  Soviet  Union  came  up,  a 
fact  which  constantly  stood  in  the  way 
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animated  working-class  struggle  inter- 
nationally, the  authority  and  ideologi- 
cal guidance  of  Lenin’s  and  Trotsky’s 
Comintern  was  invaluable  for  those 
who  fought  for  proletarian  power  in 
the  U.S.  It  was  in  fact  the  intervention 
of  Lenin/Trotsky’s  Comintern  which 
pulled  the  American  Communists  out  of 
infantile  “ultraleft"  policies  in  the  early 
’20s,  forcing  a merger  of  the  two  need- 
lessly separate  parties,  bringing  the  new 
party  out  of  its  fetish  for  an  under- 
ground existence,  leading  it  to  work 
inside  the  AFL  unions.  And  as  related 
by  early  Communist  leader  and  later 
founder  of  American  Trotskyism  James 
P.  Cannon.  “Everything  new  and  pro- 
gressive on  the  Negro  question  came 
from  Moscow.” 

The  rise  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
contributed  decisively  to  the  degenera- 
tion of  the  American  and  other  Commu- 
nist parties  abroad.  But  the  CPUSA's 
descent  into  reformism  was  by  no  means 
simply  a matter  of  following  orders  from 
Moscow.  The  same  pressure  which  world 
imperialism  placed  on  the  young  Soviet 
workers  state  was  also  felt  in  a different 
way  by  the  cadre  of  the  world  Commu- 
nist movement,  especially  as  the  initial 
impact  of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution 
receded  over  time.  Cannon  observed 
about  Stalin’s  theory  of  "socialism  in  one 
country”: 

"The  acceptance  of  this  theory  by  the 
other  Communist  parties  in  the  capitalist 
countries  prepared  by  their  own  weari- 
ness and  loss  of  historical  perspective, 
implicitly  signified  their  renunciation  of 
the  revolutionary  program  in  their  own 
countries.  At  the  same  time,  it  gave 
them — for  consolation — an  ersatz  pro- 
gram which  enabled  them  to  save  face 
in  making  the  transition  to  reformism, 
and  to  pretend  to  themselves  and  others 
that  they  were  still  fighting  for  'social- 
ism'— in  another  country." 

— James  P.  Cannon,  The  First 
Ten  Years  of  American 
Communism  (1962) 

...to  the  Popular  Front 

Today’s  "new  thinking"  on  both  sides 
of  the  CP  split  sounds  very  much  like 


running  their  own  fig-leaf  candidate. 
Earl  Browder,  the  CP  donned  the  mask 
of  reformist  social-patriotism,  proclaim- 
ing that  “Communism  Is  20th  Century 
Americanism”  and  subordinating  every- 
thing to  the  re-election  of  Franklin 
Roosevelt. 

The  popular  front  became  the  be-all 
and  end-all  of  CP  policy,  leaving  aside 
the  short-lived  “left"  turn  of  1939-41 
as  a result  of  the  Hitler-Stalin  pact, 
and  was  the  basis  for  innumerable  CP 
crimes.  In  addition  to  their  vile  treat- 
ment of  their  own  Japanese  American 
comrades  during  WW  II,  how  about  their 
scabherding  and  denouncing  Mine 
Workers  leader  John  L.  Lewis  as  guilty 
of  “treason,”  calling  him  part  of  a 
"pro-Nazi  fifth  column”  for  defying 
the  wartime  no-strike  pledge.  Or  the 
CP's  sabotaging  the  1941  "March  on 
Washington”  Negro  rights  movement, 
claiming  that  agitation  for  fair  employ- 
ment practices  would  undercut  the  "war 
effort.”  Or  their  support  for  the  war- 
time imprisonment  of  the  Trotskyists  by 
the  Roosevelt  administration  under  the 
Smith  Act  (which  a decade  later  was  used 


of  ultimate  bourgeois  electoral  "suc- 
cess.” The  Initiative  group  now  senses 
that  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  has 
removed  an  albatross  around  their 
reformist  necks.  But  the  continuity  of 
Marxism-Leninism  was  maintained  in 
the  U.S.  by  the  Trotskyists,  who  led  the 
1934  Minneapolis  general  strike  and 
fought  for  class-struggle  policies  against 
the  popular  front.  The  Trotskyists 
opposed  the  imperialist  Second  World 
War,  while  steadfastly  defending  the 
Soviet  Union — many  comrades  died  on 
merchant  ships  on  the  dangerous  “Mur- 
mansk run"  to  deliver  supplies  to  the 
Red  Army. 

Continuing  this  fight  today,  the  Spar- 
tacist League.  U.S.  section  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist),  fights  to  defend  the 
gains  of  October  against  the  onslaught 
of  Yeltsinite  counterrevolution.  We  seek 
to  reforge  an  authentically  Bolshevik 
International  on  the  principles  of  the  first 
four  congresses  of  the  Comintern,  to 
return  to  the  road  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky, 
to  put  an  end  to  capitalist  oppression 
through  world  socialist  revolution!  ■ 
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Conspiracy  Theories  and  Liberal  Myths 


JFK  Was  a 

Vietnam  War  Criminal 


Oliver  Stone’s  glitzy,  star-studded 
movie  about  the  assassination  of  John  F. 
Kennedy  is  dedicated  to  the  youth  of 
America  and  implores  them  not  to  trust 
the  government.  For  youth  tuned  in 
to  music  videos  like  Billy  Joel’s  “We 
Didn’t  Start  the  Fire,”  for  a generation 
that  has  come  of  age  with  “Contragate" 
and  revelations  that  the  government  is 


Young  Spartacus 
Film  Review 


run  by  a bunch  of  corrupt,  lying  thieves 
and  scoundrels,  this  Film  is  ripe  for  the 
times.  JFK  is  packing  ’em  in  at  the  box 
office... and  drawing  a blistering  barrage 
from  all  comers  of  the  bourgeois  press. 

Liberal  columnists  and  rightist  pun- 
dits are  spilling  bottles  of  ink  in  fury 
over  Stone’s  “irresponsible"  and  "not  to 
be  trusted”  whodunit  which  asserts  that 
JFK’s  assassination  was  a conspiracy 
planned  and  executed  at  the  highest  ech- 
elons of  the  “military-industrial  com- 
plex.” But  it  is  Stone’s  lying,  liberal 
whydunit  that  has  us  Marxists  hopping 
mad.  The  movie  JFK  asserts  that  the 
boyish  Prince  Kennedy  was  an  anti- 
militarist out  to  dismantle  the  CIA.  nego- 
tiate with  Castro  and  pull  American 
troops  out  of  Vietnam,  and  that  America 
would  be  Shangri-La  today  if  not  for 
Kennedy’s  unnatural  death  in  Dallas. 
Well,  gentle  reader,  as  Stone  himself 
might  say,  “don’t  believe  the  hype.”  To 
get  the  truth,  the  real  JFK  must  be 
exhumed  from  Oliver  Stone’s  mountain 
of  myths. 

Was  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  a lone  nut 


Bourgeois  media  rails  against  Oliver 
Stone's  JFK  for  undermining  faith  In 
American  government. 


JFK  escalated 
Vietnam  War, 
sending 
over  16,000 
“advisers," 
shown  here  in 
Mekong  Delta 
(1962)  surveying 
scene  of  their 
slaughter. 


assassin  or  a patsy  for  a CIA  conspiracy? 
As  Alexander  Cockbum  wrote  in  an 
excellent  autopsy  of  JFK,  the  answer 
to  this  question  "has  as  much  to  do 
with  the  subsequent  contours  of  Ameri- 
can politics  as  if  he  had  tripped  over 
one  of  Caroline’s  dolls  and  broken 
his  neck  in  the  White  House  nursery." 
Cockbum  adds: 

“’Get  a life,'  Captain  Kirk  once  told 
some  Trekkies.  Get  some  history  too. 
Critics  of  JFK  like  Tom  Wicker  have 
fretted  that  'in  an  era  when  mistrust  of 
government  and  loss  of  confidence  in 
institutions  (the  press  not  least)  are  wide- 
spread and  virulent,  such  a suggestion 
[i.e.,  that  representatives  of  the  ruling 
elites  murdered  J.F.K.)  seems  a dubious 
public  service.’  In  fact  the  dubious  public 
service  is  to  suggest  that  J.F.K.  himself 
was  not  a functional  representative  of 
those  elites. 

“The  real  J.F.K.  backed  a military  coup 
in  Guatemala  to  keep  out  Arevalo,  denied 
the  Dominican  Republic  the  possibility 
of  land  reform,  helped  promote  a devas- 
tating cycle  of  Latin  American  history, 
including  the  anticipatory  motions  of  the 
coup  in  Brazil,  and  backed  a Baathist 
coup  in  Iraq  that  set  a certain  native  of 
Tikrit  on  the  path  to  power.  He  presided 
" ' over  Operation  Mongoose,  inflicting  ter- 
ror upon  Cuba.  At  the  very  moment 
bullets  brought  J.F.K. ’s  life  to  its  conclu- 
sion in  Dallas,  a C.I.A.  officer  operating 
firmly  within  the  boqnds  of  Kennedy's 
policy  was  handing  poison  to  a Cuban 
agent  in  Paris,  designed  to  kill  Castro  ... 
“J.F.K.  sent  in  16,000  advisers  (to  Viet- 


nam). sponsored  the  strategic  hamlet  pro- 
gram, launched  napalm  and  defoliation 
upon  the  South  and  covert  terror  and 
sabotage  upon  the  North.  He  never  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  a settlement...." 

— Nation,  6/13  January 

Remember  Bay  of  Pigs! 

Kennedy  was  a liberal,  militantly  anti- 
communist Cold  Warrior  whose  “cha- 
risma" replaced  the  fright  of  McCarthy- 
ism  and  the  stodginess  of  the  Eisenhower 
years,  and  served  to  whip  up  support  for 
America’s  imperialist  ambitions  abroad. 
He  narrowly  defeated  then  vice  president 
Richard  Nixon  in  the  1960  election, 
arguing  that  the  Republican  White  House 
was  giving  ground  to  Communism.  In 
the  televised  Nixon-Kennedy  debate  just 
before  the  election,  the  handsome  media- 
sharp  Kennedy  wiped  the  floor  with 
the  grey  dishtowel  Nixon.  "I  have  seen 
Cuba  go  to  the  Communists,"  raved 
Kennedy.  “I  have  seen  Communist  influ- 
ence and  Castro  influence  rise  in  Latin 
America... the  balance  of  power  is  in 
danger  of  moving  with  (the  Soviets]. 
They  made  a breakthrough  in  missiles, 
and  by  1961-2-3  they  will  be  outnumber- 
ing us  in  missiles. ..I  look  up  and  I see 
the  Soviet  flag  on  the  moon." 

Just  three  months  into  office  JFK 
launched  the  Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  of 
Cuba.  The  gusano  scum  who  fled  Cuba 
after  the  revolution  were  armed  and 


trained  by  the  Kennedy  administration 
for  a botched  attempt  to  bring  back  the 
rule  of  the  big  landlords,  the  American 
sugar  interests,  and  the  Mafia  with  their 
gambling  dens  and  whorehouses  that  had 
flourished  in  Cuba  under  the  dictator 
Batista.  (Indeed  the  Mafia  served  Ken- 
nedy in  a multitude  of  tasks — from  truly 
bizarre  murder  plots  to  kill  Castro  with 
poisoned  cigars,  to  the  more  mundane 
hustling  of  girls  into  the  White  House 
for  JFK’s  liaisons,  to  the  rustling  of 
votes,  e.g.,  in  Chicago  where  an  extraor- 
dinary number  of  dead  people  came  back 
to  vote  Democrat  in  the  very  close  1960 
election.) 

The  ignominious  defeat  of  the  gusanos 
and  their  CIA  handlers  at  the  Bay  of  Pigs 
was  a victory  for  the  workers  and  peas- 
ants of  Cuba  and  a stinging  defeat  for 
U.S.  imperialism.  Immediately  follow- 
ing the  Bay  of  Pigs  fiasco,  Kennedy 
fulminated.  “Let  me  then  make  clear  as 
your  President  that  I am  determined  upon 
our  system’s  survival  and  success, 
regardless  of  the  cost  and  regardless  of 
the  peril."  The  next  year  Kennedy 
brought  the  world  to  the  edge  of  nuclear 
abyss  by  threatening  war  with  the  Soviet 
Union  over  missiles  placed  in  Cuba. 
Khrushchev  “blinked”  and  withdrew  the 
missiles,  but  with  massive  Soviet  mili- 
tary and  economic  aid  and  a lot  of 
courage  and  determination  by  the  Cuban 
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Black  Trotskyist  Excluded 
from  Forum  on  David  Duke 

ISO  " Public  Meetings 
for  Suckers  Only 


Young  Spartacus 

ISO’s  “PC”  lit  table  at  SF  State  lauds  counterrevolutionary 
“Russian  Revolution  of  1991.” 


We  reprint  below  a letter  from 
the  Spartacus  Youth  Club  at  San  Fran- 
cisco State  University  to  the  campus 
newspaper. 

30  November  1991 

To  the  editor: 

I am  black  and  was  raised  in  the 
South.  I have  experienced  first  hand 
the  racist  terror  of  the  KKK  while 
growing  up  and  then  while  serving  in 
the  Marines.  I am  also  a supporter  of 
the  Spartacus  Youth  Club  at  SF  State 
who  was  locked  out  of  a November  20 


“public”  campus  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  on 
David  Duke. 

David  Duke — the  fascist  with  a face- 
lift— welcomes  being  called  the  “Boris 
Yeltsin  of  American  politics.”  For  its 
part,  the  ISO  welcomes  the  coun- 
tercoup led  by  Yeltsin — a Great  Rus- 
sian chauvinist  demagogue  who  now 
spearheads  the  drive  to  take  the  Soviet 
Union  back  to  the  days  of  tsarist 
pogroms  and  capitalist  enslavement — 
as  the  second  “Russian  Revolution.” 
The  forces  they  embrace  in  this  “rev- 


olution" include  the  Russian  fascists  of 
Pamyat  and  other  scum  who  could  be 
found  on  Yeltsin’s  barricades  in  Mos- 
cow flying  the  Confederate  flag,  the 
banner  of  KKK  racist  terror.  And  while 
they  cheerlead  for  these  viciously 
reactionary  anti-communist  forces  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  at  home  the  ISO 
excludes  communists,  that  is  Trotsky- 
ists, from  their  “public”  meetings. 

Political  debate  between  competing 
political  organizations  can  shed  a good 
deal  of  light,  as  well  as  heat,  on  vital 
questions  such  as  the  fight  against  fas- 


cist terror.  Obviously  this  opinion  is 
not  shared  by  Deanna  Cunningham,  the 
author  of  the  misleading  Golden  Gater 
(21  November  1991)  article  “Faction- 
alism Divides  Campus  Organizations," 
who  was  the  only  person  to  go  into  the 
meeting.  Other  students  who  listened 
to  our  political  protests  against  the 
ISO’s  exclusion  refused  to  attend.  As 
a black  woman  from  Louisiana  put  it 
to  the  ISO,  "What  have  you  got  to  hide, 
it’s  supposed  to  be  free  speech!" 

What  the  ISO  has  to  hide  (and  what 
continued  on  page  13 


Malcolm  X had  no 
place  in  Oliver  Stone’s 
liberal  fairy  tale  JFK. 
Malcolm  said, 

“When  you  vote  Democrat, 
you  vote  Dixiecrat.” 

Of  JFK  assassination 
he  noted,  “The  chickens 
come  home  to  roost.” 


people,  the  U.S.  was  unable  to  roll  back 
a revolution  made,  as  Castro  liked  to  say, 
“in  the  nostril  of  Yankee  imperialism.” 
Many  American  youth  who  became 
radicalized  in  the  ’60s  traveled  to  Cuba 
to  cut  cane  and  witness  firsthand  a 
revolution  that  overturned  capitalist 
property  relations  and,  despite  Stalin- 
ist deformations,  led  to  a significant 
increase  in  literacy  and  living  stan- 
dards for  the  Cuban  masses.  For  three 
decades  U.S.  imperialism  has  strangled 
the  Cuban  economy  with  an  economic 
blockade.  The  appetites  of  the  ruling 
class  to  finally  crush  Cuba  are  sharpened 
now  that  Cuba  has  been  abandoned  by 
its  former  Soviet  ally  and  protector.  Yet 
Oliver  Stone  would  have  you  believe  that 
JFK,  the  man  who  began  the  imperialist 
drive  to  reconquer  Cuba,  was  offed  for 
being  “soft  on  Communism.” 

Remember  Vietnam! 

The  central,  most  pernicious  lie  in 
JFK  is  Oliver  Stone’s  myth  that  Kennedy 
planned  to  pull  American  troops  out  of 
Vietnam  if  he  won  a second  term  in  the 
1964  elections.  That  is  why,  in  the  world 
according  to  Stone,  Kennedy  was  tum- 
bled in  “a  fascist  coup  d’etat”  which 
brought  LBJ  to  power  and  kept  the  U.S. 
war  machine  in  Vietnam.  Where  does 
Stone's  effective  and  compelling  con- 
spiracy demonology  lead?  Stone  delivers 
his  audience  straight  back  to  the  quest 
for  a Democratic  Party  white  knight  to 
battle  the  forces  of  darkness. 


In  fact  one  of  the  most  radical  con- 
clusions drawn  by  the  generation  that 
was  drafted  to  fight  in  Vietnam  was  pre- 
cisely that  this  dirty  anti-Communist 
crusade  was  proclaimed,  initiated,  esca- 
lated and  led,  not  by  rightists  like  Barry 
Goldwater  and  the  younger  Ronald  Rea- 
gan, but  by  the  great  liberal  hero  of  the 
day,  John  F.  Kennedy.  It  was  the  Ken- 
nedy boys,  the  Bundy  brothers,  Robert 
McNamara  and  his  whiz  kids  at  the  Pen- 
tagon (who  promised  “more  bang  for  the 
buck”) — the  whole  cast  of  “Camelot” — 
who  began  escalating  the  war  in  the  early 
1960s,  absolutely  confident  that  they 
would  win  and  prepared  to  murder  as 
many  Vietnamese  as  necessary  for  their 
objectives. 


Kennedy  mythologizers  have  made 
much  about  minute  changes  between 
National  Security  Action  Memorandum 
273,  as  drawn  up  by  the  JFK  team  in 
October  1963,  and  the  wording  released 
by  LBJ  a month  later.  As  “evidence”  the 
nuances  have  about  as  much  significance 
as  what  the  nutty  JFK  conspiracy  buffs 
see  in  the  man  along  the  parade  route  in 
Dallas  who  opens  an  umbrella,  thus 
"sending  a signal"  about  the  lack  of  air 
cover  during  the  Bay  of  Pigs. 

JFK  vowed,  “We  are  not  going  to 
withdraw....  In  my  opinion,  to  withdraw 
from  that  effort  would  mean  a collapse 
not  only  of  South  Vietnam,  but  Southeast 
Asia.”  The  Kennedy-version  NSAM  273 
stated:  "We  will  adhere  to  our  policy  of 


working  with  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  South  Vietnam  to  deny  this 
country  to  communism  and  to  suppress 
the  externally  stimulated  and  supported 
insurgency  of  the  Viet  Cong  as  promptly 
as  possible.  Effective  performance  in 
this  undertaking  is  the  central  objective 
of  our  policy  in  South  Vietnam." 

When  Kennedy  took  office  in  January 
1961  there  were  685  American  “military 
advisers”  in  Vietnam.  By  the  time  of  his 
death  Kennedy  had  jumped  it  up  to 
almost  17,000  “advisers"  who  actively 
directed  the  atrocities  being  committed 
against  the  Vietnamese.  Most  of  these 
troops  were  from  Special  Forces — coun- 
terinsurgency units  that  Kennedy  took  a 
special  personal  interest  in.  As  com- 
mander in  chief,  JFK  liked  to  visit  the 
base,  gladhand  his  men  and  dress  them 
in  the  infamous  green  berets. 

Central  to  Kennedy’s  war  plan  was 
the  “strategic  hamlet  program."  Under 
"Operation  Phoenix"  thousands  of  Viet- 
namese villagers  were  forcibly  relocated 
under  American  guns  into  concentra- 
tion camps  ringed  with  barbed  wire. 
Suspected  "VC"  sympathizers  were 
exterminated.  This  desperate  attempt  to 
behead  and  suppress  a popular  revolu- 
tion ended  in  defeat.  The  Vietnamese  had 
something  to  fight  for,  and  to  free  their 
country  from  capitalist  immiseration  and 
colonial  bondage  they  fought  heroically 
until  the  last  American  puppet  was  air- 
lifted off  the  roof  of  the  Saigon  embassy. 

continued  on  page  13 
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Counterrevolutionary  Cuban  gusanos  present  Kennedy  with  brigade  flag  after  the  Bay  of  Pigs  fiasco.  Right: 
to  smash  their  revolution. 


CUituiiai  imias  v>uuanad 

Heroic  Cuban  defenders  defeated  JFK’s  attempt 
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uer  spiegei 

Yeltsin  decrees  “free  market"  price  explosion,  while 
state  shops  remain  empty. 


Heisinger/oiacK  siar 

Desperate  people  buy  soup  from  Moscow 
street  vendor. 


Soviet 

Workers... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

presidential  palace;  several  were  killed. 
A week  ago,  shoppers  in  Stavropol  broke 
store  windows  in  outrage  against  the  out- 
of-reach  price  of  sausage — a kilo  now 
costs  up  to  a month’s  wages  of  an  aver- 
age worker.  Angry  protests  in  Vladimir 
over  the  cost  of  milk  led  local  authorities 
to  lower  the  new  price  from  6 rubles  to 
1.20  a liter,  still  massively  higher  than 
two  weeks  ago.  Spontaneous  food  pro- 
tests have  spread  to  Moscow  as  well.  On 


January  12,  1,500  people  linked  hands 
to  block  off  the  Kuznetski  Most,  only 
blocks  away  from  the  Kremlin,  after  a 
store  ran  out  of  milk — a commodity 
which  has  grown  so  rare  that  many  can’t 
remember  when  they  last  saw  it  in  the 
stores. 

The  Yeltsin  government  is  in  increas- 
ing disarray,  and  is  increasingly  despised 
by  much  of  the  population.  Significantly, 
a recent  poll  showed  that  a third  of 
Russians  believe  the  imprisoned  Krem- 
lin coup  plotters  of  last  August  should 
be  freed.  Key  Yeltsin  ally  Ruslan  Khas- 
bulatov,  speaker  of  the  Russian  parlia- 
ment, has  now  added  his  voice  to  the 
growing  chorus  calling  on  the  govern- 
ment to  resign,  denouncing  as  “utterly 
senseless"  the  “uncontrolled,  anarchic 
and  runaway  price  rise.”  While  Yeltsin 
and  Ukrainian  president  Leonid  Krav- 
chuk squabble  over  how  to  carve  up  the 
living  body  of  the  Soviet  armed  forces 
and  particularly  the  strategic  Black  Sea 
Fleet,  the  military  is  openly  expressing 
its  dissatisfaction  with  all  the  nationalist 
governments. 

At  an  assembly  of  5,000  military  offi- 
cers in  the  Kremlin  on  January  17.  the 
mood  was  angry  and  the  sentiment  was 


overwhelmingly  for  maintaining  a single 
army  and  unified  command  structure. 
One  young  naval  officer  demanded  the 
resignation  of  commander  in  chief  Mar- 
shal Yevgeny  Shaposhnikov,  a leading 
Yeltsin  supporter  in  the  military.  A senior 
lieutenant  of  the  strategic  rocket  forces 
declared,  “The  army  should  not  be  a toy 
in  the  hands  of  politicians.  That  is  a path 
to  civil  war.”  An  officer  speaking  for  the 
Russian  Communist  Workers  Party 
(RKRP),  who  called  “to  defend  Soviet 
power  as  our  fathers  did,"  was  ordered 
away  from  the  microphone  and  badly 
beaten  up. 

Organized  working-class  protests  and 
strikes  against  the  price  rises  could  gal- 


vanize the  simmering  Soviet  population 
around  a proletarian  axis  of  struggle  and 
open  the  way  to  political  revolution  to 
sweep  away  the  fragile  counterrevolu- 
tionary governments  which  now  hold 
sway  in  Russia  and  the  other  republics. 
Already  this  month  Lithuania  has  been 
hit  by  a weeklong  strike  shutting  down 
the  five  biggest  newspapers  in  the  repub- 
lic. On  January  13  the  miners  in  the 
Karaganda  coal  field  in  Kazakhstan 
walked  off  the  job.  However,  their  mis- 
guided demand  was  for  the  state  pro- 
curement agency  to  pay  higher  prices  for 
their  lower-grade  coal.  There  is  now  talk 
of  the  Vorkuta  coal  miners  going  out  as 
well . And  in  the  city  of  Voronezh,  several 
hundred  miles  from  Moscow,  workers 
threaten  to  take  strike  action  if  "meas- 
ures are  not  taken  by  February  1.” 

The  uncontrolled  price  rises  are  giving 
the  Soviet  working  people  a taste  of 
what  capitalist  restoration  means.  It  is 
virtually  impossible  now  for  an  average 
working  couple  to  feed  their  family,  and 
on  many  goods  the  prices  have  continued 
to  escalate  sharply  after  the  January  2 
ukase  (edict).  In  the  Ukraine  the  govern- 
ment has  supplemented  workers’  wages 
with  200  rubles  worth  of  food  coupons 


per  month  to  soften  the  blow  and  prevent 
Russians  coming  in  to  buy  goods;  the 
coupons  are  now  trading  on  the  black 
market  at  ten  times  their  face  value! 
The  consciously  engineered  free  fall  of 
the  ruble  means  that  every  time  hard- 
working citizens  pass  a street  kiosk  they 
are  taunted  by  the  sight  of  a single  pack 
of  Marlboros  selling  for  the  equivalent 
of  a week’s  wages. 

One  elderly  woman  staring  at  the  new 
prices  in  the  state-owned  Yeliseevsky 
Gastronom  (supermarket)  in  central 
Moscow  gasped,  "It’s  a nightmare  come 
true”  ( Moscow  Guardian , 10  January). 
Another  shopper  added,  “Only  rich  peo- 
ple can  buy  in  these  shops  now."  And 
the  prices  in  the  private  markets,  where 
plentiful  supplies  are  available,  are  many 
times  higher. 

Decisive  and  disciplined  working- 
class  action  to  seize  the  hoards  of  food 
supplies  from  speculators  who  funnel 
goods  into  the  private  markets,  or 
sequester  them  in  anticipation  of  still 
higher  prices,  would  be  immensely  pop- 
ular among  all  layers  of  the  population. 
Workers  committees  to  seize  and  dis- 
tribute food  supplies  could  lay  the  basis 
for  genuine  workers  soviets,  drawing  in 
elected  representatives  from  all  factories 
and  enterprises,  as  well  as  students, 
pensioners  and  white-collar  workers. 
Workers  defense  guards  to  protect  food 
supplies  and  distribution  points  could 
pave  the  way  to  the  formation  of  workers 
militias,  allying  with  pro-socialist  units 
of  the  Red  Army.  Only  through  seizing 
political  power  in  its  own  name,  and 
sweeping  away  the  counterrevolution- 
ary "governments”  precariously  perched 
atop  the  fractured  bureaucratically  de- 
generated workers  state,  can  the  Soviet 
working  class  combat  the  catastrophe 
that  now  faces  it. 

Revolutionary  proletarian  leadership 
is  key  to  deciding  the  fate  of  the  Soviet 
proletariat  and  the  deeply  battered  home- 
land of  the  October  Revolution.  If  the 
proletariat  does  not  act  in  its  own  name, 
the  danger  exists  of  fascist  and  other 
anti-Semitic  and  nationalist  demagogues 
seizing  on  the  growing  desperation  of 
the  working  masses  and  derailing  the 
possibilities  for  struggle,  by  raising  the 
old  pogromist  cry  of  "Beat  the  Yids!” 
Yet  the  numerous  “Communist”  rem- 
nants of  the  old  Stalinist  ruling  party 
either  give  backhanded  support  to  capi- 
talist restoration  or  make  common  cause 
with  Jew-baiting  Great  Russian  chauvin- 
ists. This  was  graphically  demonstrated 
in  a January  12  demonstration  dominated 
by  the  newly  formed  RKRP.  While  some 
15,000  people,  many  of  them  carrying 
red  flags,  turned  out  to  denounce 
the  price  rises  and  the  dismember- 
ment of  the  Soviet  Union,  demonstra- 
tion organizers  not  only  provided  a 
platform  for  unalloyed  Russian  nation- 
alism but  allowed  an  organized  fascist 
and  monarchist  contingent  to  participate 
with  impunity. 

In  the  midst  of  this  counterrevolution- 
ary turmoil,  the  International  Commu- 


nist League  is  Fighting  to  forge  the  cadre 
of  an  authentically  Leninist  multina- 
tional vanguard  party.  Only  a return  to 
the  internationalist  road  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky  can  provide  a program  for  a 
struggle  to  reforge  the  Soviet  Union  on 
the  basis  of  collectivized  economic 
foundations  and  reverse  the  counterrev- 
olutionary tide. 

Miners  in  the  Vortex 

Beginning  with  the  massive  strikes  in 
the  summer  of  1989  in  the  Kuznetsk 
Basin  of  western  Siberia,  the  Donets 
Basin  of  the  eastern  Ukraine  and  the 
Karaganda  coal  fields  in  Kazakhstan,  the 
miners  have  been  the  most  combative 
section  of  the  Soviet  proletariat.  How- 
ever, in  the  absence  of  revolutionary 
leadership,  the  miners  sought  to  defend 
their  living  standards  within  the  frame- 
work of  Gorbachev’s  perestroika  (i.e., 
market-oriented  “reforms”),  such  as 
gearing  miners’  wages  to  the  profits  of 
their  particular  mines.  As  the  promises 
of  the  Gorbachev  regime  were  broken 
and  conditions  continued  to  deteriorate, 
an  independent  miners  union  was  formed 
under  a hard  pro- Yeltsin  leadership  with 
open  ties  to  American  imperialism. 

But  now  the  miners  are  facing  and 
reacting  against  the  effects  of  the  Yeltsin- 
iie  drive  toward  capitalist  counter- 
revolution. The  strike  in  Karaganda  was 
preceded  by  one  in  December  restricted 
to  one  mine,  triggered  by  the  fact  that 
many  miners  had  not  been  paid  for  two 
months.  Notably,  in  addition  to  wage 
demands,  the  workers  called  for  doing 
away  with  the  extortionate  “free  enter- 
prise” cooperativist  stores,  a demand 
being  raised  again  in  some  areas  now. 
But  the  main  demand  of  the  pro- 
capitalist (and  pro-Yeltsin)  leadership  of 
the  Independent  Union  of  Miners  centers 
on  raising  the  price  of  coal  paid  by  the 
state  procurement  agency  with  the  extra 
profits  being  cycled  back  to  the  miners. 

Such  wrong-headed  demands  are  by 
no  means  peculiar  to  one  group  of  miners 
but  are  widespread  among  Soviet  work- 
ers facing  the  disintegration  of  the  econ- 
omy and  the  ascendancy  of  pro-capitalist 
forces.  In  the  Karaganda  case,  the  local 
mines  are  of  poorer  quality  than  those 
in  other  regions,  particularly  in  the  Kuz- 
bass. Only  a collectivized  and  central- 
ized economy  would  subsidize  higher- 
cost  and  lower-grade  coal,  thus  ensuring 
equality  of  income  for  all  miners.  If 
industrial  enterprises  are  “free"  to  buy 
what  they  want  and  negotiate  over 
prices,  they  will  never  pay  the  same  for 
lower-grade  Karaganda  coal  as  for 
higher-quality  Kuzbass  coal. 

The  demand  for  "workers  manage- 
ment” of  enterprises  within  a market 
economy  is  the  hallmark  of  social  dem- 
ocrat Boris  Kagarlitsky,  who  has  func- 
tioned as  the  self-styled  “left  wing”  of 
the  counterrevolutionary  camp.  Espe- 
cially as  the  Soviet  economy  spirals 
downward,  this  would  mean  ruthless 
competition  between  the  miners  of  the 
different  coal  fields.  Moreover,  if  the 
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Raising  Soviet  Navy  flag  on  battleship  In  Black  Sea  Fleet.  Contending 
nationalist  regimes  of  Yeltsin's  Russia  and  Kravchuk’s  Ukraine  are  at 
loggerheads  over  control  of  armed  forces. 
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lackeys  of  Wall  Street  and  Frankfurt  led 
by  Yeltsin  and  Kravchbk  open  Russia 
and  the  Ukraine  to  the  world  market. 
Soviet  miners  would  face  competition 
from  South  African  coal  produced  by 
superexploited  black  miners  and  from 
highly  mechanized  strip  mines  in  the 
western  United  States  and  Australia. 

Rosa  Luxemburg,  in  her  classic  po- 
lemic against  social-democratic  refor- 
mism. Reform  or  Revolution,  explains 
why  producer  cooperatives  (the  equiva- 
lent of  "workers  management")  under 
capitalism  are  always  destroyed  by  mar- 
ket competition: 

"As  a result  of  competition,  the  complete 
domination  of  the  process  of  production 
by  the  interests  of  capital — that  is.  piti- 
less exploitation — becomes  a condition 
for  the  survival  of  each  enterprise.  The 
domination  of  capital  over  the  process 
of  production  expresses  itself  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways.  Labor  is  intensified.  The 
work  day  is  lengthened  or  shortened, 
according  to  the  situation  of  the  market. 
And.  depending  on  the  requirements  of 
the  market,  labor  is  either  employed  or 
thrown  back  into  the  street.  In  other 
words,  use  is  made  of  all  methods  that 
enable  an  enterprise  to  stand  up  against 
its  competitors  in  the  market.  The  work- 
ers forming  a cooperative  in  the  field  of 
production  are  thus  faced  with  the  con- 
tradictory necessity  of  governing  them- 
selves with  the  utmost  absolutism.  They 
are  obliged  to  take  toward  themselves 
the  role  of  capitalist  entrepreneur — a 
contradiction  that  accounts  for  the  failure 
of  production  cooperatives,  which  either 
become  pure  capitalist  enterprises  or,  if 
the  workers’  interests  continue  to  pre- 
dominate. end  by  dissolving.” 

The  salvation  of  the  Soviet  working 
class  now  facing  capitalist  counter- 
revolution does  not  lie  in  enterprise 
self-management  and  profit-sharing 
schemes.  It  lies  in  defeating  the  forces 
of  counterrevolution  in  order  to  preserve 
and  revitalize  the  collectivized  economy 
on  the  basis  of  proletarian  political 
power  and  centralized  planning.  This 
requires  a perspective  based  on  down- 
the-line  opposition  to  the  introduction  of 
the  market  and  on  the  internationalist 
unity  of  workers  of  all  nationalities.  The 
ruse  of  pitting  workers  of  one  region  or 
nationality  against  another  is  the  game 
by  which  the  bourgeois  forces  hope  to 
divide  and  atomize  the  proletariat  in 
order  to  crush  any  workers’  resistance. 

Army  in  an  Uproar 

It  is  not  only  the  economic  situation 
which  threatens  to  explode  in  the  faces 
of  Yeltsin  and  his  counterparts.  The 
armed  forces  remain  the  one  significant 
multinational  institution  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  its  very  existence  is  threat- 
ened as  the  various  republican  "gov- 
ernments" scramble  to  dismember  the 
Union  and  divide  up  the  spoils.  The 
focus  of  the  deep  divisions  between  the 
republics  remains  the  conflict  between 
Yeltsin  and  Kravchuk  over  the  Black  Sea 
Fleet.  A week  ago.  Yeltsin  thundered  that 
the  fleet  “was,  is  and  will  remain  Rus- 
sia’s.” Negotiations  last  week  produced 
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Russian  fascist  blackshirts  of  Pamyat 
spew  anti-Semitic  filth. 


a flimsy  compromise  which  promises  to 
divide  up  the  fleet  ship  by  ship,  with 
the  Kiev  regime  insisting  that  all  ships 
not  armed  with  nuclear  weapons  belong 
to  it. 

But  Air  Force  deputy  commander  in 
chief  Col.  Gen.  Boris  Pyankin  has 
warned  that  the  dispute  between  Yeltsin 
and  Kravchuk  “has  created  a dangerous 
ferment  among  the  troops.”  The  com- 


mander of  the  strategic  nuclear  forces  in 
the  Ukraine,  Maj.  Gen.  Vladimir  Bash- 
kirov, practically  threatened  Kravchuk: 
"In  my  division  I have  more  buttons  than 
the  President,  so  you  better  be  careful 
of  me.”  The  14  January  Pravda  featured 
a front-page  statement  from  the  "Offi- 
cers Assembly  of  the  Moscow  Garrison," 
the  successor  to  the  political  commissar- 
iat Yeltsin  sought  to  outlaw,  warning 
against  the  breakup  of  the  army. 

Less  than  10  percent  of  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  Ukraine  have  thus  far 
submitted  to  Kiev’s  new  loyalty  oath, 
with  some  100  units  explicitly  refusing, 
and  the  Kravchuk  regime  appears  to  be 
backing  off  from  its  ultimatum  to  expel 
all  “disloyal"  units  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  Nor  is  Yeltsin's  proposed  oath  of 
loyalty  to  the  Russian  government  faring 
much  better. 

Moreover,  while  soldiers  are  being 
buffeted  by  the  same  nationalist  pres- 
sures as  Soviet  society  at  large,  the  divi- 
sions over  the  loyalty  oath  do  not  seem 
to  be  along  the  lines  of  national  origin. 
By  all  accounts,  the  military  hierarchy 
remains  intact.  One  appeal  circulating 
within  the  armed  forces  from  an  aviation 
unit  insists: 

“The  army  has  been  the  force  restraining 
fratricidal  slaughter.  The  politicians  of 
the  independent  states,  in  pursuit  of  their 
aims,  have  done  all  they  can  so  that 
nationalist  sentiments  reach  a point 
resulting  in  the  intended  political  and 
economic  dividends  for  themselves  and 
so  force  men  in  uniform  to  come  to 
power." 

The  appeal  concluded  with  a demand  for 
"the  provision  in  the  transitional  period 
of  uninterrupted  legal  and  social  protec- 
tion of  officers  and  their  families,  pro- 
duce. food,  pay  and  normal  conditions 
of  life." 

But  conditions  of  life  in  the  Soviet 
Union  today  are  anything  but  "normal." 
The  conditions  of  officers  and  troops 
will  not  be  defended  if  the  army  is  dis- 
membered. and  the  Soviet  Army  will  be 
destroyed  if  the  various  counterrevolu- 
tionary regimes  succeed  in  destroying 
the  Soviet  Union  and  its  socialized  foun- 
dations. Ominously,  if  not  surprisingly, 
the  voices  for  maintaining  military  unity 
overlap  heavily  with  those  of  Russian 
nationalism,  seeking  to  erect  a strong 
Great  Russian  (bourgeois)  state  which 
dominates  the  other  republics  and 
restores  the  "prison  house  of  peoples” 
which  Lenin’s  Bolsheviks  fought  against 
and  uprooted.  Thus  the  Stalinist/Russian 
nationalist  Sovetskaya  Rossiya  (14  Jan- 
uary) highlights  its  coverage  of  the 
January  12  demonstration  with  calls  for 
“The  Army.  One  and  Indivisible."  This 


harks  back  to  the  old  tsarist  watchword 
"Russia,  One  and  Indivisible.”  In  the 
absence  of  a communist  internationalist 
perspective,  the  impulse  of  many  mili- 
tary men  to  restore  social  order  and  a 
strong  state  can  readily  be  channeled  into 
suppression  of  working-class  unrest. 

As  we  wrote  last  month:  "The  military 
officer  corps  is  the  only  remaining  gen- 
uinely multinational  Soviet  institution. 


Yet  to  preserve  the  multinational  Soviet 
state  and  army  requires  salvaging  the 
socialized  property  upon  which  it  was 
created"  ( WV  No.  541,  27  December 
1991).  The  Soviet  Army  must  return  to 
the  internationalist  foundations  upon 
which  it  was  created,  exemplified  by  the 
program  of  its  founder  Leon  Trotsky. 

Stalinist  "Patriots”  and 
Great  Russian  Chauvinists 

At  the  January  12  demonstration  the 
crowd  cheered  as  speakers  denounced 
the  renaming  of  Leningrad  and  de- 
manded Yeltsin’s  resignation,  and  also 
when  a military  speaker  called  on  the 
army  to  "fulfill  its  constitutional  duty 
and  take  authority  into  its  own  hands." 
But  the  rally’s  organizers,  the  Toiling 
Moscow/Toiling  Russia  umbrella  group 
dominated  by  the  RKRP.  had  made  the 
focus  of  its  demonstration  call  a demand 
that  Yeltsin  come  to  address  the  rally! 

The  demo  brought  together  all  that 
is  disgusting  and  retrograde  about  the 
so-called  "patriotic"  holdovers  from  the 
collapsed  Stalinist  bureaucracy.  Called 
as  a sequel  to  an  earlier  protest  on 
December  22.  its  chief  demand  was  "Let 
the  voice  of  the  people  be  heard."  The 


"people"  its  organizers  had  in  mind  were 
the  likes  of  Nevzarov.  the  populist- 
monarchist  television  commentator  who 
recently  linked  up  with  the  pro-capitalist 
"black  colonel"  Viktor  Alksnis  to  form 
the  Russian-nationalist  "Nashi"  ("Ours”) 
party.  Nashi ’s  banner  draped  the  plat- 
form and  supporters  of  Zhirinovsky’s 
fascistic  Liberal  Democratic  Party  were 
present.  At  the  December  22  demonstra- 
tion, Zhirinovsky  was  even  allowed  to 
speak  from  the  platform. 

Unlike  the  huge  November  7 Revolu- 
tion Day  march  in  Moscow  which  tapped 
into  widespread  sentiment  against  Yel- 
tsin’s counterrevolution,  the  subsequent 
demonstrations  have  been  much  smaller 
and  significantly  Russian-nationalist  in 
coloration,  with  Pamyat  and  other  fascist 
groups  openly  participating  with  their 
anti-Semitic  filth.  On  January  12  there 
was  even  an  organized  bloc  of  several 
hundred  fascists  and  monarchists  at  the 
flanks  of  the  demonstration.  Red  flags 
and  portraits  of  Lenin  (and  a few  of 
Stalin)  were  to  be  seen  alongside  tsarist 
banners  and  anti-Semitic  signs.  A call 
from  the  podium  was  made  for  “unity 
of  all  forces,  from  Communists  to  mon- 
archists” to  preserve  "the  great  state." 
Nevertheless,  for  many  of  those  who 
turned  out,  the  red  flags  and  calls  for 
soviet  power  were  not  merely  window- 
dressing  for  a nationalist  program.  Over 
1 .800  pieces  of  ICL  literature  were  sold 
to  those  open  to  an  authentically  com- 
munist program — despite  intimidation 
and  threats  from  fascists  and  anti- 
Semites  marauding  through  the  crowd. 

The  Stalinist  bureaucracy  suffered  a 
decisive  political  defeat  last  August 
when  Yeltsin’s  countercoup  followed  the 
botched  coup  attempt  by  Kremlin  con- 
servatives. The  remnants  of  the  self- 
styled  “patriotic"  wing  of  the  Stalinists 
have  no  basis  for  an  independent  polit- 
ical existence.  They  have  no  perspective 
for  the  multinational  Soviet  working 
class  to  overthrow  Yeltsin  and  the  other 
counterrevolutionary  regimes  in  the  non- 
Russian  republics  and  to  reintegrate  the 
Soviet  Union  on  the  basis  of  proletarian 
political  power.  Instead,  the  Stalinist 
“patriots”  seek  to  make  common  cause 
with  Great  Russian  nationalists  of  the 
most  reactionary  stamp  in  the  name  of 
opposition  to  Western  domination.  We 
are  now  seeing  the  most  degenerate  form 
of  Stalinist  “popular  frontism" — a polit- 
ical bloc  with  monarchists  and  fascists. 

The  Russian  Communist  Workers 
Party,  formed  at  a conference  in  Sverd- 
lovsk two  months  ago,  is  the  largest 
of  the  numerous  "Communist"  splinters 
cast  off  by  elements  of  the  decomposing 
continued  on  page  10 
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Defend  Cuba  Against  Gusano  Terrorists! 


On  January  20,  a Cuban  firing  squad 
executed  terrorist  commando  leader 
Eduardo  Diaz.  Death  sentences  issued 
on  January  11  by  the  Provincial  People’s 
Court  of  Havana  against  two  of  his  con- 
federates, Daniel  Santovenia  and  Pedro 
Alvarez,  were  reduced  to  30  years 
imprisonment  by  the  Cuban  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Council  of  State  respec- 
tively. The  three  were  captured  trying  to 
infiltrate  the  country  on  December  29. 
They  had  with  them  a shipment  of  weap- 
ons and  explosives  for  their  mission  of 
deadly  sabotage.  These  terrorists  were 
associated  with  the  anti-Communist 
paramilitary  group  Alpha  66  and  had 
trained  in  the  Florida  swamps  alongside 
assassination  squads  like  Omega  7.  If 
they  had  succeeded  it  would  have  cost 
the  lives  of  untold  numbers  of  Cubans. 

Moreover,  on  January  10.  three  Cuban 
policemen  were  murdered  and  a fourth 
gravely  wounded  by  Cubans  attempting 
to  steal  a boat  to  flee  to  the  U.S.  The 
police  had  been  tied  up  and  were  shot 
in  cold  blood  to  prevent  them  from  iden- 
tifying their  assailants.  Thousands  of 
Cubans  paid  their  respects  to  the  slain 
officers  in  a ceremony  at  which  Cuban 
defense  minister  Raul  Castro  announced 
that  if  necessary,  revolutionary  tribunals 
would  be  reinstituted.  Seven  people  will 
be  tried  in  this  case,  two  of  whom  could 
be  sentenced  to  death.  There  is  a justified 
clamor  from  the  Cuban  masses  to  apply 
the  maximum  penalty  against  such  coun- 
terrevolutionary murderers. 

Particularly  in  this  hour  of  danger  to 
the  besieged  Cuban  Revolution,  counter- 
revolutionary attempts  against  Cuba’s 
security  must  be  met  with  forceful  coun- 
termeasures. Under  U.S.  imperialist 
guns  for  three  decades  and  subjected 
by  Washington  to  a vicious  economic 
embargo  aimed  at  bringing  the  defiant 
island  to  its  knees,  Cuba  has  now  been 
cut  off  from  Soviet  aid  as  a result  of 
the  collapse  of  the  Stalinist  regime  in 


Moscow  last  August.  This  has  greatly 
emboldened  the  gusano  (worm)  exiles 
in  Miami,  who  have  stepped  up  their  sin- 
ister plotting  as  U.S.  president  Bush 
escalates  his  threats  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Fidel  Castro. 

The  Spartacist  League/U.S.  and  the 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist)  have  from  the  beginning 


stood  foursquare  for  military  defense  of 
Cuba  against  imperialism  and  counter- 
revolution. external  or  internal.  Imme- 
diately after  the  announcement  of  the 
cutoff  of  Soviet  aid  and  withdrawal  of 
Soviet  troops  last  September,  the  SL  held 
an  emergency  solidarity  demonstration 
outside  the  Cuban  Mission  to  the  United 
Nations.  Today  we  declare  that  defense 
of  embattled  Cuba  includes  meting  out 
implacable  and  exemplary  measures  to 
this  advance  party  of  invaders,  if  only  to 
discourage  those  who  would  follow. 

It  is  the  height  of  arrogance  for  George 
Bush  to  plead  for  clemency.  His  govern- 
ment is  fully  complicit  in  the  counter- 


revolutionary gusano  activities,  from  ter- 
rorism to  drug  smuggling.  Moreover,  it 
has  done  everything  it  could  to  speed  up 
racist  legal  lynchings  in  the  U.S.,  where 
more  than  3,800  people  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  death  since  1976,  most  of  the.m 
black  and  Hispanic.  We  denounce  as  well 
the  hue  and  cry  over  Cuban  "human 
rights"  activists  who  have  offered  them- 


selves as  willing  instruments  of  the 
imperialist  pressure  and  subversion  cam- 
paign, ten  of  whom  have  been  arrested 
in  conjunction  with  the  recent  terrorist 
attack. 

The  Trotskyist  Spartacist  tendency  has 
fought  against  the  death  penalty  in  the 
U.S.  and  capitalist  governments  around 
the  world.  We  oppose  it  in  Cuba  as  well, 
in  the  legal  code  of  a workers  state.  But 
we  are  dealing  here  with  war  measures, 
of  self-defense  against  counterrevolu- 
tionary attack.  Marxists  are  not  out  for 
blood  vengeance,  and  all  extenuating 
factors  (such  as  were  considered  in 
reducing  the  sentences  of  Alvarez  and 


Santovenia)  should  be  carefully  exam- 
ined. However,  military  needs  require 
that  those  who  would  assault  the 
revolution  face  swift  and  limited 
measures. 

This  is  utterly  different  from  the  case 
of  General  Amaldo  Ochoa,  a popular  war 
hero  of  Cuba's  internationalist  mission 
in  Angola.  We  denounced  the  Stalinist 
show  trial  and  execution  of  Ochoa  in 
1989.  part  of  a wide-scale  purge  in  the 
name  of  fighting  bureaucratic  corruption 
and  privilege.  That  trial,  in  which  his 
case  was  amalgamated  with  others 
accused  of  actual  drug  smuggling,  was 
used  by  Castro  to  offer  cooperation 
with  Washington  in  a "common  war”  on 
drugs.  As  we  wrote:  " Ochoa  and  the 
others  were  executed  in  an  effort  to 
appease  Yankee  imperialism,  by  offer- 
ing up  a sacrificial  lamb"  (WV  No.  500, 
20  April  1990). 

The  bureaucratic  Castro  regime  stifles 
the  creative  forces  of  the  working 
masses,  with  the  only  direction  com- 
ing from  on  high.  Hunkering  down  in 
the  face  of  the  imperialist  onslaught. 
Havana  has  increasingly  adopted  a 
bunker  mentality  reflected  in  the  purge 
trial  of  Ochoa  et  al.  In  unconditionally 
militarily  defending  Cuba  against  coun- 
terrevolution, we  fight  for  a proletar- 
ian political  revolution  to  establish  an 
authentically  communist-internationalist 
regime  based  on  workers  democracy  such 
as  that  which  existed  in  the  early  Soviet 
workers  republic  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 
We  seek  to  break  the  encirclement  of 
Cuba  by  fighting  for  workers  revolution 
internationally,  first  and  foremost  in  the 
United  States. 

We  reiterate  today:  You  don't  defend 
Cuba  by  joining  Bush's  "drug  war" 
cover  for  imperialist  intervention.  You 
don't  defend  Cuba  by  killing  your  gen- 
erals. You  defend  Cuba  with  the  fullest 
workers  democracy  in  defense  of  the 
revolution.  ■ 


Coffins  of  three  Cuban  policemen,  assassinated  by  gusanos,  lie  in  state  at 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  Havana. 


Soviet 

Workers... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

Stalinist  bureaucracy.  Unlike  the  overtly 
social-democratic  Party  of  Labor  (Trud), 
whose  most  prominent  spokesman  is 
Boris  Kagarlitsky,  and  Roy  Medve- 
dev’s explicitly  pro-Gorbachev  Socialist 
Party  of  Labor — both  of  which  accept 
the  introduction  of  a market  economy — 
the  RKRP  claims  to  oppose  the  intro- 
duction of  the  market  in  principle. 
Kagarlitsky’s  outfit  openly  models  itself 
on  Neil  Kinnock’s  British  Labour  Party 
and  calls  for  “free  wages"  to  accompany 
"free  prices,"  while  the  founding  con- 
ference of  the  Socialist  Party  of  Labor 
last  month  featured  an  invited  delega- 
tion from  the  German  Social  Democ- 
racy, the  labor  lieutenants  of  the  Fourth 
Reich. 

Cohabiting  the  Stalinist  swamp  with 
the  RKRP  is  the  Russian  Party  of 
Communists  (RPK)  and  the  Union  of 
Communists,  both  of  which  issued  out 
of  the  former  Marxist  Platform  of  the 
CPSU  and  both  of  which  accept  the 
introduction  of  capitalism  with  talk  of  a 
“mixed  economy”  and  maintenance  of  a 
strong  state  sector.  Yet  another,  smaller 
grouping  is  the  All-Union  Communist 
Party  (B),  VKP(B),  composed  of  various 
competing  “Unity"  (Yedinstvo)  organi- 
zations, including  that  of  notorious  Sta- 
lin apologist  Nina  Andreyeva.  The 
VKP(B)  explicitly  calls  for  a return  to 
the  Stalin  era  (as  well  as  the  traditions 
of  the  medieval  Grand  Duke  of  Muscovy, 
Alexander  Nevsky!)  and  its  leaders  make 
no  bones  about  their  virulent  Russian 
nationalism. 

The  Stalinist  United  Front  of  Toilers 


(OFT)  has  for  all  intents  and  purposes 
ceased  to  exist,  with  its  Moscow  apparat 
going  into  the  RKRP  and  other  support- 
ers, such  as  those  around  the  newspaper 
Kontrargumenty  i Fakti,  pulling  away 
in  an  attempt  to  form  a clearinghouse 
for  “Marxist”  views.  At  the  time  of 
the  August  coup  and  countercoup.  KIF 
claimed  that  the  main  enemy  was  the 
pathetic  "Gang  of  Eight,”  even  as  Yel- 
tsin was  spearheading  pro-imperialist 
counterrevolution. 

As  for  the  RKRP,  its  chief  components 
consist  of  the  commander  of  the  Sverd- 
lovsk military  district.  General  Albert 
Makashov,  a pronounced  anti-Semite 
who  ran  in  last  June’s  Russian  presiden- 
tial election  with  the  open  backing  of 
the  fascist  Pamyat;  the  Leningrad 
Communist  Initiative,  whose  chief  ideo- 
logue was  Makashov's  running  mate, 
Andrei  Sergeev;  and  Viktor  Anpilov’s 
Molniya  newspaper  in  Moscow.  De- 
spite orthodox-sounding  denunciations 
of  capitalism  and  calls  for  elected  work- 
ers soviets  to  rule,  the  RKRP  consis- 
tently aims  its  main  Fire  against  "Western 
capital"  and  is  chiefly  characterized  by 
its  ever  more  open  appeals  to  Russian 
nationalism. 

At  its  founding  conference  in  Sverd- 
lovsk, one  RKRP  leader  praised  the  Bol- 
sheviks for  leading  “the  people  to  Fight 
against  those  who  destroyed  Great  Rus- 
sia in  February  1917"  (KIF,  January 
1992).  And  Sergeev  last  year  dismissed 
the  “idea  of  international  collectivism" 
as  outdated,  adding:  “If  we  continue  to 
stick  with  it,  we  will  do  moral  harm  to 
the  Russian  people,  but  the  idea  of 
Russian,  or  Great  Russian,  if  you  please, 
collectivism  will  work." 

Of  late,  the  Russian  nationalism  of  the 
RKRP,  particularly  of  its  most  prominent 
spokesman,  Anpilov,  has  grown  increas- 


ingly pronounced.  Following  the  decla- 
ration of  the  “Confederation  of  Inde- 
pendent States"  last  month,  Anpilov  tried 
to  compete  with  the  Great  Russian  drum- 
beating of  the  extreme  right-wing  “Dem- 
ocratic Party  of  Russia"  of  Nikolai  Trav- 
kin  and  called  for  a “united  front”  to 
"save  the  Soviet  Union.”  Earlier  this 
month,  at  a small  December  6 protest 
against  the  price  rises,  Anpilov  support- 
ers not  only  joined  with  Pamyat  but 
physically  blocked  with  the  fascist  scum 
in  a Fight  with  anarchist  demonstrators. 

Yet  the  RKRP  and  the  other  Stalinist 
rump  groups  have  no  coherence  and  will 
be  ripped  apart  by  their  internal  contra- 
dictions, with  the  right-wing  elements 
going  over  to  the  reactionary  nationalist 
camp  outright.  Leftist  elements  of  the 
RKRP  have  been  openly  critical  of 
Anpilov’s  capitulation  to  Russian  nation- 
alism and  even  speak  of  an  ill-deFined 
“internationalist  wing”  inside  the  organ- 
ization. While  all  these  outFits  preach 
popular-frontist  nationalist  unity,  what  is 
needed  is  authentic  communist  unity 
around  a consistently  internationalist 
program  to  defeat  the  counterrevolution 
and  restore  the  multinational  Soviet  pro- 
letariat to  political  power  as  in  the  days 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

For  an  All-Union 
Leninist-Trotskylst  Party! 

Anpilov  and  his  ilk  seek  to  channel 
the  Soviet  masses’  desperate  struggle  to 
defend  their  living  standards  before  the 
onslaughUe^eapitaJist-eeunterrevolution 
into  a bloc  with  reactionary  nationalism. 
This  is  not  only  a sinister  but  a dangerous 
game,  for  the  fascists  whom  it  fuels  and 
legitimizes  will  treat  their  erstwhile 
ostensibly  Communist  "patriotic”  allies 
no  less  ruthlessly  than  they  will  treat 


the  Soviet  workers,  Jews  and  other 
nationalities,  should  they  be  given  half 
a chance.  An  article  on  the  new  "left” 
organizations  in  Pravda  (6  January) 
observed: 

“If  the  leftist  parties  can’t  control  the 
spontaneous  protests  of  the  working  peo- 
ple and  lead  them  in  a civilized  political 
manner,  we  can  have  two  different  polit- 
ical scenarios:  either  we  can  have  an 
absolutely  destructive  spontaneous  up- 
surge of  the  lower  layers  or  fascist  meth- 
ods of  rule  by  the  upper  layers.  The 
elements  of  both  already  exist." 

The  Pravda  writer  would  like  to  see 
a “civilized"  parliamentary  opposition 
along  the  lines  of  West  European  social 
democracy  or  the  French  Stalinists.  But 
the  consolidation  of  counterrevolution  in 
the  Soviet  Union  will  be  anything  but 
civilized.  There  is  an  alternative  to  anar- 
chy or  fascism.  It  is  the  restoration  of 
social  and  economic  order  on  the  basis 
of  proletarian  political  power.  Half  a 
century  ago  Leon  Trotsky  predicted  that 
the  inevitable  collapse  of  Stalinist 
bureaucratic  rule  will  lead  either  to 
bloody  counterrevolution  or  to  the  re- 
establishment of  genuine  soviet  democ- 
racy such  as  was  established  by  the 
Bolshevik  Revolution  of  1917. 

What’s  required  is  a proletarian- 
revolutionary  leadership  which  can 
direct  the  elemental  resistance  of  the 
masses  in  a conscious  struggle  for  pro- 
letarian political  revolution.  The  possi- 
bilities for  defeating  the  counterrevolu- 
tion are  ample:  hatred  for  Yeltsin  and 
his  cohorts  grows  by  the  day.  Our 
comrades  seek  to  forge  a new  Bolshevik 
vanguard  nucleus  through  a regroupment 
of  all  those  who  would  be  communists 
on  the  program  of  Red  October.  For  an 
all-Soviet  Leninist-Trotskyist  party  built 
in  the  struggle  to  reforge  the  Fourth 
International!  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Reich  chancellor  Kohl  promotes 
“independent”  Croatia  and  Slovenia, 
seeks  German-dominated  “new  order" 
in  Europe.  Right:  Croatian  soldiers  at 
roadblock  give  fascist  salute. 


Yugoslavia  and  Kohl’s  Euro-Reich 


Imperialist  UN  Troops  Out! 


The  following  article  is  adapted  from 
Spartakist  No.  92,  January  1992,  pub- 
lished by  our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist 
Workers  Party  of  Germany. 

“We  will  plan  an  independent  Croatia 
in  the  framework  of  the  new  European 
order  if  the  Yugoslav  state,  due  to  its 
errors,  perishes.”  Sound  familiar?  That 
was  not  (current  German  foreign  minis- 
ter) Hans-Dietrich  Genscher  but  von 
Ribbentrop,  the  Nazi  foreign  minister, 
writing  to  his  ambassador  in  Zagreb  on 
31  March  1941.  Ten  days  later  the 
"independent  state  of  Croatia”  was  de- 
clared under  the  Nazi  puppet  Poglavnik 
(“leader")  Pavelic  as  the  German  Wehr- 
macht  marched  on  Belgrade.  Slovenia 
had  already  been  incorporated  into  the 
Third  Reich.  Together  with  II  Duce’s 
Italy,  the  Nazi-backed  Croatian  fascist 
Ustashi,  whose  ferocity  offended  even 
hardened  SS  officers,  murdered  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  Serbs  and  other 
Slavs,  Jews  and  Roma  (Gypsies)  be- 
fore Communist-led  Partisans  liberated 
Yugoslavia  from  the  hell  of  the  fascist 
genocide  machine. 

German  imperialism,  grown  more 
assertive  after  swallowing  the  former 
East  German  deformed  workers  state 
(DDR),  relies  on  the  power  of  its  banks, 
instead  of  its  tanks...  for  now.  But  if  there 
were  any  question  over  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  “New  European  Order" 
proclaimed  at  the  Maastricht  EEC  (Com- 
mon Market)  summit  conference  in 
December,  this  was  cleared  up  a few 
days  later  over  the  issue  of  recognizing 
the  German-backed  “independence"  of 
Croatia  and  Slovenia.  The  United  States, 


England,  France  and  other  West  Euro- 
pean powers  argued  that  “selective  rec- 
ognition” would  only  escalate  the  civil 
war  in  Yugoslavia,  perhaps  drawing  in 
neighboring  countries  with  overlapping 
nationalities,  and  the  imperialist  powers 
themselves.  They  wanted  to  pursue  a pol- 
icy of  seeking  to  keep  Yugoslavia  intact 
while  attempting  to  transform  the  now 
fractured  multinational  deformed  work- 
ers state  into  a field  for  capitalist  exploi- 
tation. But  Kohl  insisted,  and  the  rest 
finally  capitulated,  in  effect  recognizing 
Germany  as  the  pre-eminent  European 
imperialist  power. 

Even  if  no  Bundeswehr  soldiers  are 
sent,  recognition  of  Croatia  and  Slovenia 
is  itself  an  act  of  war.  Serbia  was  Ger- 
many's enemy  in  two  world  wars.  And 
today  a new  German  “Axis”  is  emerg- 
ing, including  Italy,  Austria,  Denmark, 
Hungary,  the  Baltic  “republics"  and 
Czechoslovakia.  A basis  for  this  axis 
is  their  dependence  on  the  D-mark, 
so  that  the  Bundesbank  determines  the 
economic  policies  of  many  of  these 
countries.  Germany,  backed  by  mini- 
imperialist Austria  (whose  president, 
Kurt  Waldheim,  was  implicated  in  Nazi 
war  crimes  as  a Wehrmacht  intelligence 
officer  in  Yugoslavia  in  World  War  II), 
wants  to  pluck  the  richest  morsels  from 
the  re-balkanization  of  Yugoslavia:  Cro- 
atia and  Slovenia,  the  predominantly 
Roman  Catholic  regions  once  pan  of  the 


Austro-Hungarian  Empire.  And  right  on 
the  January  15  deadline  set  by  Bonn, 
the  EEC  duly  recognized  the  two  splin- 
ter states.  Fifty  UN  "observers,”  the 
advance  guard  of  an  expeditionary  force 
of  10,000,  have  already  been  dispatched 
to  keep  a precarious  imperialist-imposed 
"peace." 

The  German  Racket 

Washington  and  London  had  hypocrit- 
ically complained  that  Germany  as  well 
as  Japan  refused  to  shed  a little  of  their 
own  blood  for  such  glorious  causes  as 
the  “Desert  Storm”  massacre  in  the  Gulf 
to  assert  Bush’s  version  of  the  "New 
World  Order."  At  the  same  time.  Japa- 
nese and  German  rearmament,  combined 
with  a more  assertive  foreign  policy 
commensurate  with  their  growing  eco- 
nomic strength,  sends  shivers  down  the 
spines  of  their  World  War  II  adversaries. 
Suffering  from  what  could  be  called  the 
“WW  II  syndrome,”  for  decades  Bonn 
tried  to  maintain  a low  profile  in  foreign 
policy,  while  helping  South  Africa 
develop  atomic  weapons  and  bankrolling 
counterrevolution  from  Portugal  to  Po- 
land. Now  pursuing  a more  aggressive 
foreign  policy  in  the  face  of  the  rapid 
decline  of  U.S.  economic  strength,  it 
has  counterposed  to  the  U.S. -dominated 
NATO  the  German-dominated  West 
European  Union,  with  the  perspective  of 
developing  WEU  armed  forces,  while 
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using  for  its  own  purposes  that  all- 
purpose fig  leaf  for  imperialist  adven- 
tures, the  United  Nations. 

Bonn  supported  Slovenian  and  Croa- 
tian claims  for  "independence"  for 
months  while  claiming  that  it  would  not 
act  alone.  However,  in  a speech  to  the 
Bundestag  (German  parliament)  in  late 
November,  Reich  chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  promised  Croatia  and  Slovenia  dip- 
lomatic recognition  before  Christmas. 
Thereby  Bonn  thumbed  its  nose  at  the 
UN  and  EEC  negotiators  in  the  Yugoslav 
civil  war.  Lord  Carrington  and  Cyrus 
Vance,  as  well  as  defying  the  U.S..  Brit- 
ain and  France — and  got  away  with  it. 
Although  Germany  is  not  even  a member 
of  the  UN’s  highest  body,  the  Security 
Council  backed  down  from  voting  on  a 
motion  against  any  measure  that  would 
"postpone"  a diplomatic  resolution  of 
the  fighting  in  Yugoslavia,  shorthand  for 
recognition  of  Slovenia  and  Croatia.  And 
Fourth  Reich  foreign  minister  Genscher 
bullied  his  EEC  counterparts  to  adopt  an 
Italian  "compromise"  for  recognizing 
Slovenia  and  Croatia  by  January  15. 

And  if  there  were  any  doubt  that 
the  “Common  Market"  was  going  to  be 
deutschmark-dominated,  if  not  directly 
DM-denominated,  that  was  dispelled 
when  the  Bundesbank  raised  interest 
rates  to  a 60-year  high,  forcing  France, 
with  its  record  unemployment,  and  other 
economically  depressed  West  European 
powers  to  follow  suit.  This  came  the  day 
after  the  U.S.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  low- 
ered its  discount  rate,  thus  undercutting 
Washington’s  attempts  to  jump-start  the 
stagnant  American  economy,  and  under- 
mining President  Bush’s  re-election 
chances.  In  a snub  that  underlined  the 
new  power  relations,  when  Bush  tried  to 
telephone  Kohl  to  plead  for  postponing 
recognition  of  Slovenia  and  Croatia,  the 
chancellor  refused  to  take  the  call.  He 
was  too  busy  at  a conference  of  his 
Christian  Democratic  Union  (CDU)  cel- 
ebrating “a  great  foreign  policy  success 
for  us." 

Other  parties,  especially  the  Social 
Democrats  (SPD),  have  been  even  more 
nationalist  than  the  CDU.  Thus  SPD 
chief  Engholm  attacked  Bonn’s  delay  in 
recognizing  the  Croatia  of  Ustashi- 
apologist  Franjo  Tudjman  and  a Sloven- 
ian government  which  has  already 
amnestied  ail  Second  World  War  collab- 
orators with  Hitler’s  Germany  and  II 
Duce’s  Italy.  SPD  foreign  policy  spokes- 
man Norbert  Gansel  went  even  further, 
calling  the  EEC  agreement  a "rotten 
compromise”  requiring  that  "conditions 
be  fulfilled  which  are  not  required  of 
any  other  state.”  To  spell  out  this  Social- 
Democratic  Realpolitik:  Turkey  massa- 
cres Kurds  and  Germany  persecutes 
continued  on  page  12 
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Yugoslavia... 

(continued  from  page  1 1 ) 

Turkish  and  Kurdish  workers— and  Tur- 
key and  Germany  (therefore)  have  very 
warm  diplomatic  relations.  Meanwhile, 
Roma  and  Cinti  Gypsies  are  murdered 
with  impunity  by  fascists  and  hounded 
from  land  to  land  by  the  governments 
of  various  West  European  "democra- 
cies," including  SPD-governed  German 
federal  states. 

Reaction  in  the  American  media  was 
muted  but  anxious,  trying  to  put  the  best 
face  on  a diplomatic  defeat  that  graphi- 
cally exposed  the  dwindling  influence 
of  bankrupt  U.S.  imperialism  in  "For- 
tress Europe."  "Kohl  to  Compromise  on 
Yugoslavia”  was  how  the  New  York 
Times  (18  December  1991)  packaged 
it.  But  another  piece  of  Mettemichian 
Realpolitik.  titled  "Recognize  the  Power 
of  the  New  Germany,"  argued  that 
"Europe’s  greatest  power  should  be 
made  a permanent  member  of  the  direc- 
torate of  the  world’s  greatest  powers:  the 
U.N.  Security  Council.”  Germany  "evi- 
dently has  perceived  that  its  interests 
in  the  Balkans  go  beyond  revising 
European  institutions,  to  revising  Euro- 
pean borders,”  it  noted,  adding,  "Can 
global  revisionism  be  far  behind?" 

West  European  reaction  ranged  from 
annoyed  to  hysterical.  The  Paris  con- 
servative daily  Le  Figaro  whined:  "The 
Europe  designed  at  Maastricht  was  not 
supposed  to  be  a German  Europe.”  Oh 
no?!  Margaret  Thatcher's  trade  min- 
ister Nicholas  Ridley  said  of  the  Com- 
mon Market,  before  she  had  to  sack 
him,  that  it  was  "a  German  racket 
designed  to  take  over  the  whole  of 
Europe."  The  British  Tory  New  States- 
man (20  December  1991)  ran  a piece 
by  BBC  correspondent  Misha  Glenny 
whose  title  reflects  the  view  in  London: 
“Germany  Fans  the  Flames  of  War.” 
Glenny  makes  the  rather  obvious  point 
that  “There  appears  little  doubt  that  Ger- 
many wishes  to  establish  itself  as  primus 
inter  pares  in  Europe.”  But  don’t  get  too 
worried,  he  argues,  this  time  they  are 
using  economic  means,  including  in  the 
Balkans. 

Yet  now  an  independent  Croatia  buys 
arms  on  the  open  market,  rather  than 
having  them  smuggled  out  of  Germany 
through  the  large  and  powerful  right- 
wing  Croatian  community  in  Bavaria. 
And  the  war  will  expand  southward  to 
Bosnia,  Macedonia  and  beyond.  Capital- 
ist economic  expansion  is  "peaceful" 
after  conquests  are  made  and  competi- 
tors are  eliminated,  but  that  inevitably 
requires  war,  as  anyone  with  the  least 
familiarity  with  the  last  two  world  wars 
would  have  to  admit. 

UN  “Blue  Helmets”: 

Camouflage  for 
Imperialist  Murder 

Many  view  with  hope  the  UN  Security 
Council  plan  to  send  10,000  infantry  and 
police  to  serve  on  three  fronts  in  Croatia. 
In  Germany  this  view  is  shared  by  the 
Party  of  Democratic  Socialism  (PDS), 
the  social-democratic  successor  to  the 
Stalinist  governing  party  of  the  former 
DDR.  The  PDS’  Neues  Deutschland 
(6  January)  writes:  "The  ending  of  the 
war  in  Croatia  is  probably  no  longer 
possible  without  the  stationing  of  blue 
helmets"  (UN  “peacekeeping”  troops). 
Shamelessly,  and  with  apparently  no 
sense  of  the  grotesque  irony,  next  to 
this  article  appears  a piece  titled,  "The 
Greatest  Losers  in  the  Gulf  War  Are 
the  Children,"  which  reports  that  due  to 
the  continuing  UN  blockade,  medicines 
are  unavailable  in  the  hospitals,  and 
cholera  and  typhus  have  reached  epi- 
demic proportions.  The  article  doesn’t 
mention  that  in  1990  the  PDS  supported 
UN  sanctions,  which  served  as  the  pre- 
text for  the  massive  U.S./NATO  build- 
up for  mass  murder  in  Iraq.  Now  the 
PDS  calls  on  the  UN,  which  is  bring- 
ing the  Khmer  Rouge  "killing  fields" 
back  to  Cambodia  and  murdering  the 
children  of  Iraq,  to  bring  “peace"  to  the 
Balkans. 


If  the  UN  is  idiotic  enough  to  inter- 
vene militarily,  then  revolutionaries 
would  side  with  the  Yugoslav  army  and 
Serbia  against  the  imperialist-backed 
forces,  whether  they  sport  blue  helmets 
or  not. 

The  German  media  are  chortling  that 
rather  than  "postponing”  peace,  their 
recognition  of  Slovenia  and  Croatia 
actually  helped  bring  about  the  present 
cease-fire.  But  this  is  due  more  to 
the  exhaustion  and  accomplishments  of 
the  warring  parties  than  to  the  diplo- 
matic skills  of  Genscher,  or  Vance  and 
Carrington.  Croatia  has  won  "recogni- 
tion”; the  Serbian-dominated  Yugoslav 
army  has  won  one-third  of  Croatia. 
For  Greater  Serbian  chauvinists  like 
Serbian  strongman  Milosevic,  such  UN 


"peacekeepers”  stationed  along  the 
battle  lines  inside  Croatia  can  mark  off 
the  borders  of  their  conquests,  just  as 
they  do  for  Israel  in  occupied  Pal- 
estine. For  Tudjman  they  can  provide 
the  wall  behind  which  he  can,  with 
Deutsche  Bank  credits,  build  up  a full- 
fledged  army  as  Croatia  and  Slovenia 
are  turned  into  neocolonies  of  German 
imperialism. 

Even  so,  this  “cease-fire”  appears  no 
more  stable  in  the  long  run  than  the  14 
others,  providing  only  a breathing  space 
for  a regroupment  of  forces.  Serbian 
nationalist  militia  leaders  inside  Croatia 
are  already  denouncing  the  UN  plan. 
Milosevic  is  proceeding  to  realize  his 
chauvinist  dreams  of  a “new  Yugoslavia” 
reduced  to  a "Greater  Serbia"  consisting 
of  Serbia  and  Montenegro  together  with 
newly  declared  “republics”  proclaimed 
by  the  Serbian  minorities  in  Croatia  and 
Bosnia/Hercegovina.  In  the  latter  they 
are  claiming  one-half  of  the  land 
although  they  are  only  31  percent  of  the 
population,  as  against  44  percent  of  Mus- 
lim descent  and  17  percent  Croatian. 
Secret  meetings  between  Milosevic  and 
Tudjman  may  have  already  discussed  the 
partition  of  Bosnia  between  them.  The 
next  and  potentially  bloodier  stage  of  the 
civil  war  is  already  being  prepared,  as 
Yugoslav  army  units  are  shifted  from 
Croatia  and  are  taking  up  positions 
inside  Bosnia,  as  are  Serbian  and  Croa- 
tian nationalist  militias. 

But  nationalist  claims  do  not  end 
at  the  Yugoslav  borders.  Bulgaria  and 
Greece  both  have  claims  on  newly  "in- 
dependent” Macedonia,  which  in  turn 
has  a sizable  Albanian  community  that 
comprises  20  percent  of  its  popula- 
tion. Milosevic  brutally  crushed  the 
autonomy  of  Kosovo  province  in  Serbia, 
where  Albanians  constitute  80  percent 
of  the  population.  After  brutally  throw- 
ing out  of  Italy  thousands  of  Albanian 
refugees,  Italian  troops  are  now  back  in 
Albania,  which  they  occupied  during 
World  War  II.  And  fighting  has  been 
reported  along  the  Kosovo-Albanian 
border.  Meanwhile,  Hungary  under  the 
right-wing  nationalist  Jozsef  Antall  is 
talking  about  defending  the  400,000 


ethnic  Magyars  of  Vojvodina  in  north- 
ern Yugoslavia,  whose  autonomy  was 
crushed  by  Milosevic. 

Socialist  United  States 
of  Europe 

Decades  of  imperialist  economic  pres- 
sure, including  the  leverage  of  German 
bank  loans,  combined  with  "market 
reforms"  and  economic  and  political 
“decentralization"  within  Yugoslavia, 
served  to  exacerbate  regional  economic 
differences  and  revive  historic  national 
hatreds  that  have  their  origins  in  earlier 
imperial  conquests  and  rivalries.  The 
multinational  deformed  workers  state 
forged  with  such  heroic  effort  and  at 
such  great  human  cost  by  Tito’s  Parti- 
sans is  being  ripped  apart  today  by 


a civil  war  between  "Great  Serbian" 
chauvinists  and  counterrevolutionary  na- 
tionalists in  which  both  sides  are  the 
bitter  enemies  of  the  Yugoslav  working 
people. 

Milosevic’s  Serbian  nationalist  mili- 
tias in  Croatia  call  themselves  Chetniks, 
after  the  Serbian  royalist  guerrillas  in 
World  War  II  whose  allegiance  swung 
between  British  intelligence  and  the  Ital- 
ian fascist  forces,  whereas  Tudjman ’s 
militias  look  to  the  genocidal  fascist 
Ustashi.  Their  six-month  bloody  civil 
war  has  left  more  than  10,000  dead  and 
created  600,000  refugees.  And  it  has 
drawn  a blood  line,  inflaming  historic 
hatreds  between  nations  whose  working 
people  had  united  in  the  comradeship  of 
combat  against  fascism  in  its  most  mon- 
strous forms. 

The  war  has  ground  to  a temporary 


halt  not  because  the  insatiable  chauvin- 
ist appetites  have  been  fulfilled,  but 
rather  because  it  has  run  up  against  the 
growing  economic  desperation  and  war- 
weariness of  the  working  people  of  both 
nations.  Desertions  from  and  refusal  to 
serve  in  the  Yugoslav  army  have  shot  up 
dramatically.  Last  April,  750,000  Ser- 
bian workers  staged  a one-day  general 
strike  to  protest  intolerable  working  con- 
ditions. In  November  in  Sarajevo,  the 
capital  of  Bosnia-Hercegovina,  20,000 
Muslim.  Serbian  and  Croatian  workers 
united  in  a strike  for  wages  owed  them 
since  September. 

Within  the  nationalist  framework  of 
Stalinism,  the  Tito  regime  went  about  as 
far  as  possible  to  establish  a genuinely 
multinational  federation.  But  “socialism 
in  one  country”  is  a fraud,  especially  for 
a relatively  backward  Balkan  country,  as 
the  present  disintegration  of  Yugoslavia 
demonstrates.  Capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion can  only  mean  nationalist  genocide 
and  savage  imperialist  exploitation.  It  is 
desperately  necessary  to  mobilize  the 
working  class  and  socialist-minded  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  to  fight  the  forces  of 
fratricidal  nationalism,  which  directly 
serve  the  predatory  interests  of  Western 
imperialism,  and  to  overthrow  the  Milo- 
sevics and  Tudjmans.  That  requires  the 
forging  of  a multinational  vanguard  in  a 
revolutionary  party  based  on  the  prole- 
tarian internationalism  of  Lenin.  Trotsky 
and  Christian  Rakovsky. 

It  was  the  assassination  of  the  Austrian 
heir  apparent  by  a Serbian  nationalist  in 
Bosnia  which  triggered  the  First  World 
War.  But  the  real  origins  lay  in  the  sharp- 
ening interimperialist  rivalries,  caused 
not  least  by  the  belated  rise  of  the  Ger- 
man Reich  as  a world  power.  Today  with 
the  disintegration  of  Stalinism  in  East 
Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union,  the  world 
takes  on  more  the  character  it  did  on  the 
eve  of  World  War  I.  Pacifism  continues 
to  run  very  deep  among  West  European 
workers,  including  in  the  powerful  Ger- 
man proletariat,  where  the  bourgeoisie 
had  to  destroy  the  workers  movement 
and  impose  the  shackles  of  Nazi  dicta- 
torship before  it  could  proceed  to  impe- 
rialist war  and  the  Holocaust.  It  is 
urgently  necessary  today  to  mobilize  the 
European  working  class  against  the  ris- 
ing tide  of  racist  chauvinism  and  fascist 
terror  aimed  first  against  immigrant 
workers  and  refugees,  just  as  it  is  nec- 
essary to  mobilize  the  proletariat  of  East 
Europe  against  fratricidal  nationalism 
and  rising  anti-Semitism. 

In  summoning  communists  to  forge  a 
new  party  of  world  revolution,  Leon 
Trotsky  wrote:  “To  the  madhouse  of  cap- 
italist Europe  it  is  necessary  to  counter- 
pose the  program  of  the  Socialist  United 
States  of  Europe  as  a stage  toward  the 
United  States  of  the  World."  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


U.S.  tanks  (above,  M1A1  with  plow)  buried  thousands  of  Iraqi  soldiers  alive 
during  Bush's  “Desert  Slaughter.” 


Bush... 

(continued  from  page  l ) 

depraved  mass  murder.  In  its  special  on 
“Secrets  of  the  Gulf  War,"  U.S.  News 
admits:  “The  decision  to  seek  the  bless- 
ing of  the  United  Nations  for  the  use 
of  force  against  Iraq  was  part  of  a 
larger,  more  cynical  strategy  of  the  Bush 
administration  to  bypass  Congress...." 
And  now  the  publisher  of  Harper's 
Magazine  reports  that  the  "eyewitness” 
who  told  Congress  Bush’s  favorite 
atrocity  story  about  Iraqi  troops  pull- 
ing Kuwaiti  babies  out  of  incuba- 
tors was. ..the  daughter  of  the  Kuwaiti 
ambassador  in  Washington. 

The  bourgeois  media  are  now  queasy 
about  some  of  the  most  horrendous  U.S. 
atrocities,  like  the  Amiriya  bomb  shelter 
in  which  hundreds  of  women  and  chil- 
dren were  deliberately  incinerated.  Now 
they’re  trying  to  minimize  the  numbers 
of  Iraqi  soldiers  slaughtered  in  the  grisly 
"mile  of  death”  on  the  highway  leading 
out  of  Kuwait  City,  where  there  was  an 
unbelievable  scene  of  sadistic  butchery 
and  carnage  carried  out  after  Iraq’s 


unconditional  surrender.  Last  fall,  a 
Newsday  front  page,  “Buried  Alive,” 
described  how  the  U.S.  Army  used  plows 
mounted  on  tanks  and  combat  earth- 
movers  to  bulldoze  sand  into  more  than 
70  miles  of  Iraqi  trenches. 

"In  the  first  two  days  of  ground  fighting 
in  Operation  Desert  Storm,  three  bri- 
gades of  the  1st  Mechanized  Infantry 
Division — ‘The  Big  Red  One' — used  the 
grisly  innovation  to  destroy  trenches  and 
bunkers....  While  2,000  surrendered, 
Iraqi  dead  and  wounded  as  well  as  defi- 
ant soldiers  still  firing  their  weapons 
were  buried  beneath  tons  of  sand, 
according  to  participants  in  the  carefully 
planned  and  rehearsed  assault." 

— Newsday.  12  September  1991 

Young  men  buried  alive,  baby  food 
factories  bombed,  civilian  air  raid  shel- 
ters terror-bombed — this  is  the  face  of 
the  “New  World  Order,"  a lot  like 
the  old  order  which  brought  you  the 
horrors  of  Hiroshima  and  Vietnam. 
Today  in  Iraq,  the  Americans  are 
back  to  their  sanctions  policy,  touted 
as  the  “humane"  solution  by  the  liberal 
Democrats,  under  which  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  children  suffer  malnutrition, 
hunger  and  death,  as  medical  supplies 
and  food  are  choked  off,  and  sanitation 


facilities  are  still  unable  to  function. 

The  American  rulers  consider  them- 
selves masters  of  the  globe.  With 
boundless  cynicism  they  play  their 
“dirty  tricks"  worldwide,  from  “peace 


through  depopulation”  in  Indochina  to 
“re-election  by  assassination”  in  Iraq. 
We  fight  for  world  socialist  revolution 
to  bulldoze  these  bloody  imperialist  war 
criminals  into  the  landfill  of  history.  ■ 


JFK... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

The  victory  of  the  Vietnamese  Revo- 
lution, at  a cost  of  two  million  Viet- 
namese lives,  marked  the  end  of  the 
“American  Century."  Their  defeat  of 
U.S.  imperialism  bought  the  world  a big 
breathing  space  as  the  “Vietnam  syn- 
drome," the  disgruntled  domestic  con- 
sciousness of  that  defeat,  stayed  the 
hands  of  U.S.  rulers  for  a while.  It  took 
the  collapse  of  Stalinism  and  the  self- 
removal of  the  Soviet  Union  as  a coun- 
terweight to  American  imperialist  ambi- 
tions, for  the  U.S.  to  again  rush  in  and 
massacre  thousands  of  civilians  as  was 
done  in  the  Persian  Gulf.  Bush  marked 
his  bloody  victory  declaring.  "We’ve 
kicked  the  Vietnam  syndrome." 

Democratic  Party:  We  Know 
Which  Side  You’re  On! 

The  politics  of  the  Kennedy  assas- 
sination buffs  range  from  mainstream 
liberalism  to  the  far-right  Liberty  Lobby. 
This  is  far  afield  from  a Marxist 
understanding  that  social  change  is  de- 
termined by  class  struggle,  and  not 
fundamentally  by  the  life  expectancy  of 
bourgeois  politicians.  As  we  wrote  in 
“Who  Killed  Cock  Robin?”  ( Workers 
Vanguard  No.  153,  15  April  1977)  about 
the  widespread  disbelief  in  the  Warren 
Commission’s  version  of  the  Kennedy 
assassination: 

“But  in  the  absence  of  a perceived  rev- 
olutionary alternative  to  bourgeois  poli- 
tics. the  conspiracy  industry  and  the 
muckraking  fad  have  succeeded  only  in 
feeding  the  widespread  cynicism.  The 
various  conspiracy  theories  all  share  the 
same  technocratic,  idealist  and  moralist 
illusion  in  the  centrality  of  control  over 
information.  This  is  not  to  deny  that  there 
are  capitalist  conspiracies,  but  the  capi- 
talist state,  like  all  others,  is  based  on  an 
armed  body  of  men,  not  on  security 
classifications.... 

"Who  knows  what  would  slither  out  from 
under  the  overturned  rocks  in  a serious 
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and  thorough  investigation?  Ultimately, 
it  is  the  triumph  of  the  proletariat  which 
will  make  such  an  investigation  possible 
and  uncover  the  many  unsolved  myster- 
ies in  the  bloody  record  of  international 
capitalism.” 

Oliver  Stone  has  been  making  the 
rounds  at  universities  and  talk  shows  to 
defend  his  film  and  his  liberal  vision  of 
how  “America  lost  its  innocence." 


Recently  hundreds  of  students  stood  in 
line  for  hours  in  the  Boston  winter  to 
see  JFK  and  hear  Oliver  Stone  speak 
at  Harvard’s  Kennedy  School  of  Gov- 
ernment. The  irony  is  exquisite — did 
any  of  those  freezing  students  wonder 
just  exactly  what  goes  on  inside  the 
K-School? 

A fitting  memorial  to  JFK,  the 
K-School  is  a major  Pentagon  think  tank, 
founded  by  the  heirs  of  Camelot  and  tied 
by  a thousand  threads  to  the  counterrev- 
olutionary schemes  (overt  and  covert) 
for  every  Democratic  and  Republican 
administration  since.  Harvard’s  Jeffrey 
Sachs  and  his  K-School  colleague-in- 
crime  Graham  Allison  planned  the  star- 
vation shock  treatments  introducing  the 
“free  world”  to  the  working  masses  of 
Poland  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

Selling  the  Democrats  as  the  "lesser 
evil”  is  one  of  the  constant  refrains 
of  American  politics  in  this  century.  If 
the  current  Democratic  leader  is  an 
unappetizing  SOB  like  Truman,  or  you 
have  a field  of  nonentities  (like  the 
“seven  dwarfs"  of  the.|§$  election)  then 
they  hold  up  the  mythical  legacy  of  FDR 
or,  in  this  case,  JFK.  The  assassination 
of  John  Kennedy  was  not  "the  crime  of 
the  century."  American  entries  in  that 
sweepstakes  might  be  the  A-bombing  of 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  or  napaiming 
of  Vietnamese  villagers — crimes  carried 


out  by  these  same  Democrats. 

From  Kennedy  to  Bush  there  stretches 
an  unbroken  bipartisan  chain  of  imperi- 
alist dictatorship,  oppression,  terror, 
spying  and  slaughter.  In  antiwar  demon- 
strations against  U.S.  imperialist  aggres- 
sion from  El  Salvador  to  the  Persian 
Gulf,  Spartacist  protesters  have  con- 
fronted liberal  and  reformist  illusions 


with  our  chant  and  signs  saying: 
“ Remember  Bay  of  Pigs!  Remember  Viet- 
nam! Democratic  Party — We  know  which 
side  you're  on!" 

PS.  If  you  want  a Stone  flick  that  tells 
it  like  it  is,  see  Salvador — which  the  New 
York  Times  denounced  in  their  TV  guide 
as  "irresponsible.”* 

ISO... 

(continued  from  page  7) 
they  knew  would  have  been  exposed 
by  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club  members) 
is  that  they  echo  David  Duke’s  own 
script  that  his  fascist  terror  was  simply 


a bygone  "youthful  indiscretion."  While 
Duke  changed  his  white  sheets  for  a 
three-piece  suit,  nothing  changed  about 
his  fascist  politics.  Yet  in  its  press 
the  ISO  complains  that  the  “anti-Duke 
coalition  has  opted  to  attack  Duke 
on  the  singular  issue  that  he  once  wore 
a white  robe  and  paraded  with  a swas- 
tika armband  as  a teenager"!  Instead 
they  argue  that  the  pro-Democratic 
Party  “anti-Duke  forces"  must  build 
a movement  to  “address  issues  of  wel- 
fare, affirmative  action,  and  taxation, 
which  form  the  core  of  Duke's  platform" 
(Socialist  Worker,  November  1991). 

This  is  an  old  recipe  for  defeat  called 
the  popular  front  which  pushes  reliance 
on  the  "liberal”  wing  of  the  ruling  class, 
in  this  case  the  Democrats,  to  act  in  the 
interests  of  workers  and  minorities.  But 
both  the  Republicans  and  the  Democrats 
simply  put  forward  a “respectable”  ver- 
sion of  Duke’s  racist  platform.  And  while 
they  may  express  “distaste"  for  Duke, 
the  rulers  of  this  country  keep  the  fas- 
cists in  reserve  to  be  used  as  the  shock 
troops  against  labor  and  minorities. 

We  Spartacists  have  taken  the  lead 
in  initiating  labor/black  mobilizations 
against  KKK/Nazi  provocations,  includ- 
ing against  appearances  by  “Klan  in  a 
Suit”  Duke.  Only  integrated  working- 
class  struggle  against  capitalist  exploi- 
tation can  cut  through  the  racist  false 
consciousness  of  Duke’s  present  sup- 
porters, isolating  and  smashing  the  hard 
core  of  fascists.  Not  the  Democrats 
but  a fighting  workers  party  is  needed 
to  crush  the  fascists  and  put  an  end  to 
them  once  and  for  all  through  socialist 
revolution. 

To  keep  out  these  political  views,  the 
ISO  disrupted  its  own  meeting  on 
November  20,  substituting  the  fist  for 
the  brain.  It  is  indeed  ironic  that  the  slan- 
der and  exclusionism  employed  by  these 
anti-Soviet  "socialists”  are  simply  the 
soft-core  version  of  the  methods  Stalin, 
backed  by  the  force  of  state  power, 
employed  against  his  opponents. 

Hursey  Bush, 

for  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
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The  Bankruptcy  of  American  Capitalism 


For  Workers  Revolution  to  Rebuild  America! 
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Spartacist  contingent  at  Bay  Area  protest  against  Gulf  War,  20  October  1990. 
While  social-patriotic  left  tailed  pro-“sanctions"  liberals,  SL  denounced 
Democratic  Party,  war  criminals  of  Vietnam,  Hiroshima. 
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Black  nationalist  groups  Pan-Africanist  Congress  (left)  and  Azanian  People’s  Organisation  (right)  In  turmoil  over 
“negotiations”  with  apartheid  regime. 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

titled,  “Where  Communism  Is  Still  in 
Fashion”: 

“Whatever  may  have  happened  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  Communism  continues  to 
attract  young  black  people  in  South 
Africa.  Most  of  the  party's  25,000  mem- 
bers are  black,  and  have  joined  in  the 
past  18  months." 

As  Stalinist  parties  have  been  collapsing 
across  the  globe,  the  South  African  Com- 
munist Party  congress  in  early  December 
met  under  the  slogan,  "The  Future  Is 
Socialism.”  Outgoing  SACP  chief  Joe 
Slovo  (who  is  suffering  from  bone  can- 
cer) made  a rousing  speech,  defend- 
ing Marxism  and  assailing  capitalism’s 
record  of  poverty  and  war.  Delegates 
voted  for  a solidarity  campaign  in 
defense  of  Cuba.  They  excised  the  word 
“democratic”  from  the  party’s  descrip- 
tion of  its  goal  as  “democratic  socialism" 
on  the  grounds  it  was  redundant.  And 
they  elected  as  new  party  chairman  Chris 
Hani,  popular  head  of  the  ANC’s  guer- 
rilla wing,  Umkhonto  we  Sizwe  ("Spear 
of  the  Nation,”  or  MK  for  short). 

But  this  all  boils  down  to  pure  rheto- 
ric. Slovo,  an  obedient  Stalinist  all  the 
years  the  SACP/ANC  was  being  sup- 
ported by  Moscow,  jumped  on  the  Gor- 
bachev bandwagon,  even  as  the  “new 
thinkers”  in  the  Kremlin  were  selling  out 
East  Germany  and  the  USSR  to  the 
Deutsche  Bank  and  the  IMF,  and  order- 
ing their  South  African  party  to  make  a 
political  settlement  with  the  apartheid 
regime.  (The  23  July  1991  Moscow  New 
Times  even  published  a laudatory  inter- 
view with  apartheid  puppet  Buthelezi 


under  the  headline,  “That  Valiant  But 
Modest  Zulu  Warrior”!)  Slovo  cynically 
plays  to  the  crowd.  For  South  African 
blacks,  the  chains  of  apartheid  are  insep- 
arable from  capitalist  wage  slavery.  But 
when  Slovo  came  to  New  York  in  late 
1990,  speaking  to  Wall  Street  and  the 
White  House  he  came  out  for  “the  private 
sector,  foreign  investment  and  so  on” 
( New  York  Times,  15  October  1990). 

As- for  Slovo’s  successor,  Chris  Hani, 
last  summer  Umkhonto  we  Sizwe  held 
a congress  in  the  bantustan  of  Venda. 
According  to  a glowing  account  in  the 
American  SWP’s  Militant  (4  October 
1991),  the  500  delegates  and  ANC  lead- 
ers gave  “unqualified  support”  to  the 
negotiations  process.  This  included  a 
"shift"  to  “training”  to  integrate  MK 
fighters  into  the  South  African  Defence 
Forces  (SADF),  the  apartheid  army!! 
"Umkhonto  we  Sizwe  leaders,  such  as 
Chief  of  Staff  Chris  Hani,  had  been 
pressing  for  the  incorporation  of  MK  into 
the  existing  SADF.  They  had  sought 
direct  talks  on  the  matter  with  top  SADF 
and  security  officials,  casting  this  as  a 
parallel  move  to  the  negotiations  be- 
tween the  ANC  and  the  South  African 
government.” 

According  to  the  Militant,  the  conference 
adopted  a resolution  calling  for  “contact 
with  all  security  forces  and  armies  within 
South  Africa"  committed  to  "democratic 
nonracial,  nonsexist  South  Africa."  And 
Hani,  in  an  interview  with  the  Weekly 
Mail,  made  an  appeal  for  MK  fighters 
who  “want  to  make  a career  in  a future 
army.”  As  we  wrote  in  1990  when  Hani’s 
secret  meetings  with  "retired"  SADF 


officers  and  bantustan  army  chiefs  were 
first  revealed: 

"As  Engels  said  and  Lenin  reiterated,  the 
essence  of  the  state  is  armed  bodies  of 
men  dedicated  to  preserving  the  property 
and  rule  of  a class....  There  will  be  no 
'democratic,  non-racial'  post-apartheid 
capitalist  state  and  army.  ‘Merging’  with 
the  SADF  can  only  mean  turning 
Umkhonto  we  Sizwe  into  strikebreaking 
mine  police  for  Anglo  American.  The 
struggle  for  liberation  and  equality  of 
South  Africa’s  toiling  masses  requires  a 
socialist  revolution  to  smash  the  white- 
supremacist  bourgeois  state." 

— “ANC  and  the  Apartheid 
Army,"  WV  No.  508, 

10  August  1990 

Black  Workers:  The  VAT  Strike 

Black  labor  is  the  key  to  revolutionary 
emancipation  in  South  Africa.  The  “new 


South  Africa”  of  De  Klerk  and  Mandela 
is  really  neo-apartheid  with  a “demo- 
cratic" cover.  To  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
white  supremacy  will  take  workers  rev- 
olution centered  on  the  millions-strong 
black  proletariat.  A taste  of  the  power  of 
the  black  unions  was  shown  in  the  two- 
day  general  strike  in  early  November. 
Arguably  the  biggest  strike  in  South 
African  history,  three  to  four  million 
mainly  black  workers,  including  three- 
quarters  of  the  industrial  workforce,  shut 
down  the  factories  and  crippled  South 
African  business.  Yet  this  show  of  mus- 
cle was  used  by  the  reformist/nationalist 
misleaders  not  to  fight  for  workers 
power  but  as  a pressure  tactic  to  secure 
their  place  at  the  bargaining  table. 

The  strike  was  spearheaded  by  the 
Congress  of  South  African  Trade  Un- 
ions, ostensibly  to  “protest  a new 
sales  tax  and  the  lack  of  black  say  in 
governmental  economic  policy”  ( Phila- 
delphia Inquirer,  5 November  1991). 
The  Value  Added  Tax  (VAT)  was  intro- 
duced at  the  end  of  September  to  replace 
a general  sales  tax.  The  new  10  percent 
VAT  stirred  great  anger  among  impov- 
erished blacks  by  taxing  basic  necessi- 
ties such  as  food  staples  and  medical 
services,  previously  exempted.  The  ANC 
did  not  oppose  the  VAT  itself,  but 
objected  to  the  way  the  tax  was  enacted 
without  fully  consulting  anti-apartheid 
groups.  “The  days  are  over  when  the 
government  can  unilaterally  make  these 
kinds  of  changes  without  consulting  lib- 
eration movements,"  an  ANC  spokesman 
stated.  And  COSATU  objected  to  being 


excluded  by  De  Klerk  from  Codesa, 
demanding  that  the  government  set  up 
an  "economic  forum"  equivalent  to  the 
political  talks. 

“A  referendum  was  held  in  the  streets 
of  our  country  today,”  said  COSATU 
leader  Jay  Naidoo.  “The  result  was  a 
devastating  vote  of  no  confidence  in  this 
government."  Here  Naidoo  lays  bare  that 
the  purpose  of  the  strike  was  a maneuver 
equivalent  to  a parliamentary  vote  of 
no  confidence.  This  view  was  amplified 
in  an  interview  with  Naidoo  in  the 
South  African  Labour  Bulletin  (October/ 
November  1991):  “COSATU  has  always 
been  a political  player  and  intends 
remaining  a political  player  even  if  we 
have  an  ANC  government  in  power.” 

To  be  “a  political  player"  in  the  neo- 
apartheid  capitalist  state:  this  is  the  coffin 
the  ANC/SACP  are  preparing  for  black 
labor,  whose  combativity  and  heroism 
in  massive  political  strikes  of  the  1970s 
and  ‘80s  put  the  unions  in  the  fore- 
front of  anti-apartheid  struggle.  What  a 
crime!  The  role  of  the  “communist”  labor 
lieutenants  of  “ verligte " (“enlightened") 
South  African  capital  was  seen  in  1990 
when  Moses  Mayekiso  and  Joe  Slovo 
personally  intervened  to  squelch  the 
strike  of  militant  black  auto  workers  at 
Mercedes  Benz  in  East  London.  Another 
key  labor  betrayal  was  carried  out  last 
October — the  “performance-related"  deal 
between  the  National  Union  of  Mine- 
workers  and  the  Anglo  American  and 
Genmin  conglomerates  in  the  gold  min- 
ing industry.  This  piece-rate  system  will 
force  a speedup  under  already  dangerous 
conditions. 

The  South  African  Chamber  of  Mines 
hailed  it  as  “an  important  development 
in  the  relationship"  between  the  Rand- 
lords  and  black  labor.  But  the  Weekly 
Mail  (25  October  1991)  noted  that  “in 
some  labour  circles”  the  agreement 
remained  “controversial.”  Using  the 


same  treacherous  formula  as  Naidoo, 
NUM  acting  chairman  Marcel  Golding 
(since  his  predecessor  Cyril  Ramaphosa 
moved  to  head  the  ANC)  just  wants  to 
be  "a  player”:  “Our  union  wants  to  be  a 
central  player  and  will  fight  to  be  a 
central  player  in  the  management  of 
transition"  ( South  African  Labour  Bulletin, 
October/November  1991).  While  these 
yuppie  labor  fakers  want  to  play  the 
Jo’burg  market  and  Pretoria  parliament, 
for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  black 
miners  "performance-related”  wages 
mean  death  underground.  Miners’  lives 
will  be  sacrificed  to  the  bloody  rand. 

What  being  "a  player"  in  “post- 
apartheid"  South  Africa  means  was  dem- 
onstrated by  the  December  4 showdown 
in  Johannesburg  between  2,500  miners 
from  the  Gold  Fields  mine  in  Doomfon- 
tein  and  the  armed  forces  of  the  state. 
The  workers  were  protesting  the  mass 
firing  of  5,000  who  had  struck  demand- 
ing the  reinstatement  of  those  earlier  dis- 
missed for  participating  in  the  “illegal" 
VAT  strike.  The  miners’  buses  were  sur- 
rounded by  hundreds  of  riot  police  with 
rifles,  shotguns,  tear-gas  launchers  and 
armored  personnel  carriers.  The  govern- 
ment claimed  the  union  hadn’t  gotten 
“permission”  to  protest  under  the  “peace 
accords”  signed  last  September  by  the 
ANC,  COSATU,  SACP.  etc. 

Black  Nationalists  in  Turmoil 

The  intricate  maneuvers  leading  up  to 
the  Codesa  conference  were  acted  out  in 
a spate  of  meetings  throughout  the  fall. 
In  October,  the  ANC  hosted  a “Patriotic 
Front”  meeting  in  Durban,  to  form  a 
bloc  going  into  the  “power-sharing" 
negotiations  with  De  Klerk’s  Nats.  This 
was  particularly  geared  to  draw  in  the 
Azanian  People’s  Organisation  and  Pan- 
Africanist  Congress,  black  nationalist 
groups  which  are  in  political  turmoil 
over  the  question  of  negotiations  with 
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the  apartheid  state.  Also  included  were 
the  " verligte ” capitalists  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  Zach  De  Beer  (former 
chairman  of  Anglo  American);  the 
Labour  Party  (which  sits  in  the  "col- 
oured," or  mixed-race,  chamber  of  the 
segregated  apartheid  parliament);  and 
bantustan  “homelands"  parties. 

The  "patriotic"  popular  front  blew  up 
as  AZAPO  was  "expelled”  as  cosponsor 
of  the  conference  (for  sending  letters  to 
14  of  the  participating  groups  demanding 
they  cease  collaborating  with  the  gov- 
ernment); AZAPO  then  denounced  PAC 
as  betrayers  for  staying  in.  PAC  had  ear- 
lier demanded  participation  of  Zulu  chief 
and  apartheid  toady  Buthelezi’s  Inkatha 
terrorists  as  a condition  for  joining  the 
Front!  In  December,  PAC,  facing  a vir- 
tual split,  pulled  out  of  Codesa,  charging 
the  ANC  had  a secret  deal  with  the 
government. 

Mandela’s  maneuvering  with  De 
Klerk  is  generating  discontent  among 
black  militants  who  see  a sellout  of  even 
the  ANC’s  traditional  minimum  program 
of  “nonracial  democracy.”  However,  the 
opposition  is  largely  along  nationalist 
lines.  Thus  while  PAC  leaders  were  hold- 
ing "talks  about  talks"  with  the  ANC  last 
November,  delegates  from  more  than  50 
PAC  branches  around  the  country  held 
a separate  meeting  denouncing  their  own 
leaders  as  “co-managers  of  imperial- 
ism.” And  in  boycotting  the  Codesa 
negotiations,  PAC  denounced  “a  new 
alliance  between  the  old  [white]  bosses 
and  a new  induna  (black  chiefs]  class" 
( Washington  Post,  20  December  1991). 
But  these  “Pan-Africanists,"  who  pro- 
claim "one  settler,  one  bullet,"  wanted 
Buthelezi  in  the  "Patriotic  Front”! 

For  these  hard  black  nationalists, 
whites  are  the  enemy,  not  imperialism. 
Originating  as  a split  from  the  ANC  in 
1959,  PAC  combined  calls  for  greater 
tactical  militancy  with  anti-Communism 
and  opposition  to  collaboration  with 
white,  Indian  and  coloured  leftists.  Dur- 
ing the  1960s  PAC  received  support  from 
anti-Communist  Cold  Warriors  as  their 
opposition  to  the  Soviet-backed  ANC  led 
them  to  line  up  with  the  Chinese  in  the 
Sino-Soviet  split.  Likewise  they  sup- 
ported Holden  Roberto’s  FNLA,  an 
instrument  of  Pretoria  and  Washington 
in  the  racist  colonial  war  by  apartheid 
South  Africa  against  the  Moscow-backed 
MPLA  regime  in  Angola.  Now  the 
nationalists  "Fight”  to  preserve  imperi- 
alist sanctions.  This  came  to  a head  over 
the  UN’s  lifting  of  the  cultural  and  sports 
boycott  of  South  Africa  in  December,  in 
agreement  with  the  ANC. 

Thus  AZAPO  and  PAC  threatened  to 
disrupt  the  recent  concert  tour  by  Paul 
Simon,  who  was  invited  by  the  ANC  to 
sing  for  the  First  time  in  South  Africa. 
(Simon’s  famous  1987  “Graceland”  con- 
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stating  that  Geronimo  was  framed.  The 
board  recommended  that  Geronimo  be 
transferred  from  Tehachapi  prison  to  the 
the  California  Men’s  Colony  at  San  Luis 
Obispo  and  voted  to  consider  his  case 
again  in  one  year. 

A victim  of  a COINTELPRO  frame- 
up,  this  former  Black  Panther  Party 
leader  has  spent  over  20  years  in  prison 
for  a killing  the  government  knows  he 
did  not  commit.  One  week  after  the 
parole  denial,  attorney  Robert  Bloom 
filed  a petition  in  the  California  Court 
of  Appeal  challenging  last  August’s  out- 
rageous dismissal  of  Geronimo’s  habeas 
corpus  petition.  The  petition  contains 
evidence  exposing  the  COINTELPRO 
frame-up.  including  statements  by  two 
investigators  who  saw  FBI  wiretap  logs 
which  prove  Geronimo  was  at  a Panther 
meeting  in  Oakland  400  miles  away  from 
the  Santa  Monica  killing,  and  afFidavits 
of  six  former  Panthers  that  Geronimo 
was  at  the  meeting  with  them. 

At  an  Oakland  press  conference  on 


cert  together  with  Miriam  Makeba, 
Hugh  Masekela  and  Ladysmith  Black 
Mambazo  in  nearby  Zimbabwe  attracted 
thousands  of  anti-apartheid  activists, 
including  many  whites,  who  traveled 
hundreds  of  miles  to  attend.)  Now 
that  the  ANC  is  “a  player"  in  the  neo- 
apartheid  state,  Mandela  says  it’s  OK  for 
Simon  to  come.  PAC  and  AZAPO  want 
to  keep  the  ban  by  the  UN,  the  same 
outFit  which  imposed  “sanctions"  on  Iraq 
as  the  run-up  to  Bush’s  "Desert  Slaugh- 


ter." We  Trotskyists  oppose  a general 
cultural  boycott,  which  only  seals  off  the 
South  African  black  masses.  The  policy 
of  boycotting  everything  South  African 
is  at  bottom  liberal  moralism,  looking  to 
the  imperialists  rather  than  to  the  inter- 
national working  class. 

Frequently  acting  as  a pressure  group 
on  AZAPO  is  the  Workers  Organisa- 
tion for  Socialist  Action  headed  by 
Neville  Alexander,  a small  left  group- 
ing which  is  generally  referred  to  as 
“Trotskyist."  (WOSA  was  an  observer 
at  the  1991  congress  of  Ernest  Mandel’s 
United  Secretariat.)  However,  while 
Trotsky  called  for  permanent  revolu- 
tion, for  black  emancipation  in  a soviet 
South  Africa,  WOSA's  program  is  in 
effect  calling  for  a "two-stage  revolu- 
tion." First  bourgeois  democracy  through 
a constituent  assembly,  practically  the 
sole  focus  of  their  agitation,  and  later 
for  socialism.  Thus  WOSA  participated 
in  the  Patriotic  Front  conference,  even 
after  AZAPO  was  booted  out.  Accord- 
ing to  the  American  Socialist  Action 
(November  1991),  "WOSA  explained 
that  the  front  should  be  based  on  a 
mass  campaign  for  a democratically 
elected  constituent  assembly."  So  they 
call  on  this  class-collaborationist  popu- 
lar front  with  the  bantustan  chiefs  and 


January  2,  Five  former  Panthers  spoke 
out  for  Geronimo.  Emory  Douglas,  John 
Seale,  Harvey  McClendon  and  David 
Hilliard,  whose  home  was  headquarters 
for  the  18  December  1968  Panther  meet- 
ing, conFirmed  Geronimo’s  presence 
there.  They  and  Kathleen  Cleaver,  the 
only  Panther  leader  to  testify  for  Geron- 
imo at  his  1972  trial,  cited  the  party’s 
split  into  its  rival  Newton  and  Cleaver 
wings,  exacerbated  by  COINTELPRO. 
as  the  reason  others  did  not  come  for- 
ward previously.  “We  were  duped,"  said 
Hilliard.  “They  had  us  believe  he  was 
an  FBI  agent.”  The  PDC  has  fought  for 
Geronimo’s  freedom  for  many  years, 
publicizing  his  case  and  aiding  in  his 
legal  defense.  Free  Geronimo  now! 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  continue 
to  support  and  build  the  PDC.  Become 
a monthly  sustaining  contributor.  Send 
a donation  of  $5  or  more  and  receive  a 
subscription  to  Class-Struggle  Defense 
Notes.  For  a single  copy  send  $1  to: 
Partisan  Defense  Committee.  P.O.  Box 
99,  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York, 
New  York  10013.  ■ 


Randlords  to  achieve  “democracy”! 

The  one  group  which  has  unambig- 
uously denounced  the  ANC  “power- 
sharing"  scheme  and  its  various  popular- 
front  maneuvers  is  the  New  Unity 
Movement  centered  on  the  Western 
Cape  region.  Continuing  the  tradition  of 
the  1940s  Non-European  Unity  Move- 
ment, which  opposed  the  ANC’s  war- 
time collaboration  with  the  South  Afri- 
can government.  New  Unity  calls  in 
its  “Ten  Point  Programme"  for  non- 


collaboration, non-racialism  and  no 
negotiations  with  the  apartheid  regime. 
It  opposes  not  only  Codesa  but  also 
comes  out  hard  against  the  "Patriotic 
Front,"  and  describes  the  idea  of  a "nego- 
tiated settlement"  as  "a  ruling  class 
strategy  to  divert  and  cripple  the  libera- 
tion struggle"  (NUM  Bulletin,  December 
1991/January  1992).  But  while  criticiz- 
ing the  capitalist  system,  the  "minimum 
programme"  of  the  New  Unity  Move- 
ment consists  exclusively  of  democratic 
demands,  culminating,  once  again,  in  the 
call  for  a constituent  assembly. 

New  Unity  ends  its  statement  against 
the  “peace  accords"  saying  that  what’s 
needed  is  to  "build  unity,  the  basis  of 
one  nation,  upon  a basis  of  demands 
for  full  democratic  rights  in  a united 
non-racial,  non-sexist  workers’  repub- 
lic” (NUM  Bulletin,  October/November 
1991).  But  South  Africa  is  not  one  nation. 
There  are  different  national,  racial  and 
ethnic  groups,  with  whites  on  top  and 
black  Africans  on  the  bottom.  The  goal 
of  communists  is  not  to  forge  "one  South 


African  nation"  but  to  achieve  political 
and  social  equality  for  all  of  its  diverse 
peoples.  While  militantly  opposing  a 
negotiated  sellout  of  the  masses'  struggle 
against  apartheid,  and  placing  them- 
selves in  the  Trotskyist  tradition.  New 
Unity  does  not  pose  the  proletarian  cen- 
trality of  the  struggle  for  socialist  revo- 
lution in  South  Africa  which  is  necessary 
to  achieve  the  most  basic  democratic  and 
egalitarian  demands.  Thus,  as  we  have 
written,  in  Fighting  to  build  a racially 
integrated  Leninist-Trotskyist  party: 
“The  central  strategic  task  for  a commu- 
nist vanguard  in  South  Africa  is  to  set 
the  proletarian  and  plebeian  base  of  the 
ANC  against  the  petty-bourgeois  nation- 
alist and  collaborationist  tops  in  the 
struggle  to  create  organs  of  dual  power. 
the  basis  for  a black-centered  workers 
government.” 

— "South  Africa  and  Revolution,” 
in  the  Spartacist  pamphlet 
series  Black  History  and  the 
Class  Struggle  No.  8,  July  1991 

The  imperialists  crow  "victory"  in  the 
one-sided  Persian  Gulf  War  and  the 
decades-long  anti-Soviet  Cold  War.  The 
ascendancy  of  Yeltsin-Bush  counterrev- 
olution in  Moscow  immediately  threat- 
ens Cuba,  halfway  around  the  world  and 
directly  under  U.S.  guns.  In  “regional 
conflicts”  from  El  Salvador  to  South 
Africa,  the  imperialist  would-be  masters 
of  a "New  World  Order"  seek  to  suppress 
revolutionary  struggle  not  only  by  brutal 
repression  and  war  but  also  through 
treacherous  negotiations  with  the  petty- 
bourgeois  and  reformist  misleaders.  But 
despite  decades  of  nationalist  and  Sta- 
linist betrayal,  the  South  African  masses 
don’t  buy  the  “death  of  communism” 
because  they  face  a daily,  desperate  bat- 
tle against  the  exploitation  and  oppres- 
sion of  capitalism. 

There  will  be  no  peace  in  South  Africa 
until  the  non-white  majority  has  power 
in  a revolutionary  workers  state  which 
would  unite  Xhosa  and  Zulu,  coloured 
and  Asian,  with  ample  room  and  full 
democratic  rights  for  all  those  whites 
who  would  join  in  building  a society 
based  on  genuine  equality.  Black  work- 
ers built  the  wealth  of  South  Africa  with 
their  sweat  and  blood  and  with  their 
lives.  Those  who  labor  must  rule!  As  part 
of  our  struggle  to  reforge  the  Fourth 
International,  the  International  Commu- 
nist League  seeks,  through  a process  of 
revolutionary  regroupment,  to  cohere  a 
Trotskyist  party  in  South  Africa  This  is 
the  urgent  task  of  the  hour  in  preparing 
and  leading  the  revolutionary  struggle 
so  desperately  needed  in  South  Africa 
today,  m 
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Campbell/Sygma 

South  Africa’s  black  miners,  powerhouse  for  workers  revolution.  ANC/SACP 
union  leadership  rams  through  “performance-related”  pay  deal  spelling  death 
through  speedup  in  the  mines. 


24  JANUARY  1992 


15 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 

De  Klerk  and  Mandela  Maneuver 


Power-sharing  “deal"  means... 


South 


Kevin  Carter 

...oppression  of  black  workers. 


Down  with  Neo-Apartheid! 


For  Workers  Revolution! 
For  a Black-Centered 
Workers  Government! 


Just  before  Christmas,  the  racist  Pre- 
toria regime  of  F.W.  De  Klerk  and  the 
African  National  Congress  (ANC)  co- 
sponsored a “Conference  for  a Demo- 
cratic South  Africa,"  supposedly  laying 
the  basis  for  a "post-apartheid”  state. 
Known  as  “Codesa,"  this  was  the  cul- 
mination of  several  months  of  meetings 
and  maneuvering  intended  to  rope  in  any 
potential  black  opposition  to  this  historic 
sellout  of  the  desperately  oppressed 
non-white  majority.  The  New  York  Times 
(5  January)  editorially  hailed  “South 
Africa’s  Trek  to  Democracy,"  saying  that 
the  country’s  “first  interracial  conven- 
tion” was  striving  for  a “multiparty 
democracy.”  The  fact  that  “all  but  two 
of  18  political  parties  are  represented 
in  Codesa,"  said  this  authoritative  voice 
of  international  finance  capital,  was  a 
‘“sufficient  consensus’  to  form  a transi- 
tion regime  as  talks  proceed  on  a new 
charter  incorporating  an  enforceable  bill 
of  rights.” 

But  although  the  legal  framework  of 
apartheid  may  be  scrapped,  the  negotia- 
tions at  the  Johannesburg  World  Trade 
Center  aimed  at  drawing  a "democratic” 
veil  over  white  supremacy  and  the  super- 
exploitation  of  black  labor,  the  bedrock 
on  which  South  African  capitalism  is 
based.  An  “enforceable  bill  of  rights” 
means  ironclad  guarantees  of  privileged 
status  for  the  white  minority.  The  Co- 
desa declaration’s  promise  of  “freedom, 
equality  and  security  for  all"  means  that 


well-heeled  residents  of  posh  white 
suburbs  like  Lower  Houghton  or  Berea, 
and  impoverished  blacks  in  the  teem- 
ing townships  of  Soweto  or  Alexandra, 
are  equally  "free"  to  buy  swimming 
pools  and  shares  on  the  Jo’burg  Stock 
Exchange. 

However,  both  the  ANC  and  the  gov- 
ernment are  feeling  pressure  on  their 
respective  flanks.  In  early  November,  the 
black  trade-union  federations  organized 
a giant  two-day  general  strike  to  pressure 
the  government  to  include  them  as 
"political  players."  A month  later,  the 
South  African  Communist  Party,  "stra- 
tegic ally"  of  the  ANC.  held  its  first 
congress  inside  the  country  in  40  years, 
with  a militant  veneer.  Meanwhile,  ultra- 
rightists  were  gaining  ground  among 
whites:  apartheid  hardliners  of  the  Con- 
servative Party  won  a landslide  victory 
in  a by-election  in  the  Orange  Free  State. 
And  fascist  groups  have  launched  bomb- 


ing campaigns  against  integrated  schools 
to  symbolize  their  last-ditch  stand  for 
apartheid. 

Thus  the  Codesa  confab  on  December 
20  opened  with  a high-profile  spat  be- 
tween state  president  De  Klerk  and  ANC 
leader  Nelson  Mandela.  Blacks  in  the 
townships  cheered  (and  white  fascists 
seethed)  as  Mandela  dressed  down  De 
Klerk,  calling  him  the  head  of  a discred- 
ited government  and  “not  fit"  to  be  pres- 
ident. As  David  Ottaway  wrote  in  the 
Washington  Post  (22  December  1991): 

"Some  of  the  228  delegates  and  conven- 
tion observers  felt  that  the  dramatic  dis- 
pute— sparked  by  an  attack  by  the  pres- 
ident on  the  ANC’s  refusal  to  hand  over 
secret  arms  caches — would  actually  help 
put  to  rest  charges  by  both  hardline  black 
and  white  groups  boycotting  the  conven- 
tion that  the  government  and  ANC  had 
already  reached  a secret  power-sharing 
agreement. 

‘“After  yesterday’s  exchange.'  said 
Blade  Nzimande.  one  of  the  Communist 
Party's  delegates,  'it  should  be  clear  that 
no  deals  have  been  made  between  the 
ANC  and  its  allies  and  the  government ' 

But  by  the  next  day,  Mandela  declared 
the  incident  "forgotten.”  No  deals?  What 
about  "majority  rule"  in  this  overwhelm- 
ingly (88  percent)  non-white  country? 
While  declaring  that  the  ANC’s  tradi- 
tional stance  of  “one  person,  one  vote" 
is  non-negotiable.  Mandela  told  the 
Johannesburg  Star  that  whites  could  be 
guaranteed  a block  of  seats  in  a new 
South  African  parliament  for  a limited 
period. 

"Something  like  what  happened  in  Zim- 
babwe. where  we  are  able  to  say  we 


guarantee  that  so  many  seats  will  be  held 
by  whites.  I wouldn't  necessarily  be 
against  that  as  an  individual.  Whether 
the  organisation  [ANC]  would  accept  it 
I don't  know,  but  that  is  die  type  of  com- 
promise one  could  think  of  to  allay  the 
fears  of  minorities." 

— London  Guardian, 

30  December  1991 

De  Klerk,  for  his  part,  said  an  interim 
government  (one  of  Mandela’s  main 
demands)  was  now  on  the  agenda — to 
be  approved  in  a segregated  referendum 
in  which  whites  would  have  veto  power. 
But  “deal"  or  no  deal,  they  won’t  be  able 
to  easily  shove  this  down  the  throats  of 
millions  of  black  township  dwellers  who 
braved  the  bullets,  "hippos"  and  attack 
dogs  of  apartheid  terror. 

SACP:  “Make  a Career” 
in  Apartheid  Army 

The  London  Economist  (14  Decem- 
ber 1991)  commented  in  an  article 
continued  on  page  14 
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Black  workers'  two-day  general  strike 
In  November  paralyzed  South  Africa. 


Joe  Slovo  and 
Chris  Hanl: 
outgoing  and 
incoming 
chairmen  of 
South  African 
Communist 
Party. 
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Trotskyists  Picket  at  UN.  Wall  Street 

“Yeltsin  Is  a Tool 
of  Wall  Street  Rule!” 


The  following  press  release  was 
issued  hy  the  Spartacist  League/U.S 
about  its  protests  against  Boris  Yeltsin 
when  the  capitalist-restorationist  Rus- 
sian leader  visited  the  United  Nations 
on  January  31  TV  coverage  of  the  Trot- 
skyist demonstration  highlighted  the 
SL  slogan  "Stalinism  Is  Dead,  Commu- 
nism Lives!"  A protest  has  been  called 
by  our  comrades  of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste 
de  France  for  February  6.  when  Yeltsin 
is  scheduled  to  visit  Paris 

The  diplomatic  debut  of  Russian 
president  Boris  Yeltsin  at  the  UN  Fri- 
day was  met  by  demonstrators  chant- 
ing. “Yeltsin  is  a tool  of  Wall  Street 
rule!"  The  protest  was  called  by  the 
Spartacist  League,  which  carried  ban- 
ners in  Russian  and  English  declaring; 
"Down  With  Yeltsin-Bush  Counterrev- 
olution! Return  to  the  Road  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky!"  The  protesters  angrily 
continued  on  page  8 


January  31  — 
Spartacist 
protest  outside 
Federal 
Reserve  Bank 
where  Yeltsin 
was  feted  by 
his  Wall  Street 
paymasters. 
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RETURN  TO  THE  ROAD  OF  LENIN  AND  fROTSKYI 

SPttWACtST^HmjWUTgUU.  C0MMU*ST  if  AW* 


ry  AN 

Au  -UNION 

UNINI'oT- 


I DffENI 

[the  gains 

OCTOBER 


11  1 If './('ft 

*1111*11, 


f flonon  eflbUMMCK0*6vujeBCKyK>  4 

I^OHTppeBOnH)^HK), 

Chob3  na  nyTb 
1 JlCHMHa  H TpouKoro! 

I HKTtpKau^Xl'o-**-  !*««•««  Hr**  1 

* 

Education 


Separate  and 


U.S.A.- 

Unequal 


Carl  Schurz  High  School,  Chicago 

Annual  Expenditure  Per  Student:  $5,276 
Number  of  Students:  3,100;  Teachers:  184 


Alcock/Chicago  Sun-Times 


In  his  book  Savage  Inequalities — Children  in  Amer- 
ica's Schools,  Jonathan  Kozol  asks  a 14-year-old  black 
student  what  she  has  learned  about  the  civil  rights 
movement  in  her  school.  She  replies:  "Every  year  in 
February  we  are  told  to  read  the  same  old  speech  of 
Martin  Luther  King.  We  read  it  every  year.  ‘I  have  a 
dream’....  We  have  a school  in  East  St.  Louis  named 
for  Dr.  King.  The  school  is  full  of  sewer  water  and  the 
doors  are  locked  with  chains.  Every  student  in  the 
school  is  black.  It’s  like  a terrible  joke  on  history." 

Today  the  American  ruling  class  is  turning  back  the 
clock  on  public  education  by  a century.  Almost  four 
decades  since  the  landmark  Brown  v.  Board  of  Educa- 
tion Supreme  Court  decision  struck  down  the  doctrine 
of  Jim  Crow  segregated  education,  schools  in  the  North 
are  more  segregated  than  in  the  Deep  South.  Kozol 
writes.  “In  day-to-day  fact,  the  1954  Brown  decision 
is  now  dead.  Indeed,  this  nation  has  yet  to  live  up  to 
the  1896  Plessy  v.  Ferguson  decision.  Our  schools  are 
still  separate,  but  they’re  certainly  not  equal."  In  this 
racist  capitalist  society  separate  can  never  be  equal. 

What  grabs  headlines  are  the  eruptions  of  raw  rac- 
ist violence — cross-burnings  on  college  lawns,  black 
schoolchildren  terrorized  and  painted  with  white  shoe 
polish  by  a white  gang  on  city  streets.  But  the  maraud- 
ers take  their  cue  from  the  government  whose  official 
continued  on  page  4 


Rye  High  School,  Rye,  N.Y. 

Annual  Expenditure  Per  Student:  $12,570 
Number  of  Students:  536;  Teachers:  73 
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Hysterical  Liberals  Join 
S.F.  Anti-Gay  Witchhunt 

Defend  NAMBLA! 


SAN  FRANCISCO — A calculated  and 
vicious  campaign  by  a local  TV  station 
and  the  SFPD  has  whipped  up  a 
lynch  mob  atmosphere  against  the  North 
American  Man-Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA).  The  group,  whose  pro- 
claimed purpose  is  to  defend  the  civil 
rights  of  “men  and  boys  involved  in  con- 
sensual sexual  and  other  relationships 
with  each  other,”  has  been  maliciously 
slandered  as  child-molesting  monsters. 
Howling  at  the  head  of  the  pack  are  fren- 
zied liberals  and  “radical”  lesbians  and 
gays,  themselves  targets  of  reactionary 
bigots,  who  are  throwing  NAMBLA  to 
the  wolves.  Not  only  is  this  vicious,  cow- 
ardly and  repulsive,  it  is  dangerous.  The 
beasts  of  capitalist  reaction  will  not  stop 


there.  Defense  of  NAMBLA  against  per- 
secution is  the  elementary  duty  not  just 
of  socialists  but  of  all  who  defend  dem- 
ocratic rights. 

KRON-TV  launched  an  "investigative 
report"  provocation  culminating  January 
4 in  a Film  crew  barging  into  a regular 
monthly  NAMBLA  meeting  held,  as  it 
had  been  for  two  years,  in  the  Potrero 
Hill  public  library.  The  station  broadcast 
the  resulting  Film  clip  over  and  over, 
accompanied  by  “mug  shots”  of  mem- 
bers and  sensational,  lying  claims  smear- 
ing them  as  convicted  child  molesters 
discussing  how  to  molest  children.  In 
clear  collusion  with  the  cops,  KRON 
is  deliberately  setting  up  its  targets 
for  repression — everything  from  firings 


to  jail  and  potentially  lethal  violence. 

KRON  sent  a provocateur,  one 
Michael  Echols,  to  inFiltrate  NAMBLA’s 
meetings,  armed  with  a hidden  video 
camera.  According  to  the  gay  paper 
Bay  Area  Reporter  (16  January)  in  an 
article  defending  the  group,  KRON  later 
went  to  local  parents  and  asked  them, 
“How  do  you  feel  about  child  molest- 
ers meeting  in  your  library?”  Despite 
NAMBLA’s  vehement  denials,  KRON 
has  continued  to  broadcast  charges  that 
13  NAMBLA  members  were  “convicted 
child  molesters." 

This  allegation  originated  with  Cap- 
tain Dairmuid  Philpott  of  the  SFPD, 
who  refused  to  give  names  or  any 
proof  to  the  Reporter.  The  woman 
who  KRON’s  witchhunting  "reporters” 
claimed  inspired  their  “story,"  Cathy 
Baxter,  director  of  the  San  Francisco 
Child  Abuse  Council,  categorically 
denied  it.  NAMBLA  spokesman  Renato 
Corazza  charged  that  the  witchhunt  was 
started  by  the  SF  police  ( San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  18  January).  At  the  very  least, 
KRON  is  eagerly  acting  as  a kind  of 
extralegal  media  hit  squad  for  the  cops. 

When  NAMBLA  held  a press  confer- 
ence and  protest  outside  KRON’s  ofFices 
on  January  20,  counterdemonstrators 
attempted  to  break  it  up,  trying  to  shout 
down  NAMBLA  speaker  Bill  Andriette. 
A group  of  self-described  “survivors  of 
incest  and  sexual  abuse”  from  the  gay 
and  feminist  milieu  passed  out  an 
unsigned  leaflet  demanding  NAMBLA 
"must  be  politically  isolated  and  allowed 
to  twist  in  the  wind  of  their  own  hypo- 
critical rhetoric."  They  were  joined  by 
five  or  six  skinhead  fascist  thugs  with  a 
large  Confederate  flag  and  a program  to 
make  this  vicious  threat  ominously  real: 
"Death  to  Child  Molesters,”  proclaimed 
their  signs. 

Quite  likely  many  of  the  outraged 
liberals  who  want  to  kick  NAMBLA 
out  of  the  public  library  defend  "free 
speech"  for  fascist  scum  like  the  skin- 
heads. The  Klan/Nazis  are  organized  to 
kill — and  not  just  a small  persecuted 
group  like  NAMBLA,  but  all  gays, 
blacks.  Hispanics,  socialists,  certainly 
feminists  and  even  liberals.  It  is  the  fas- 
cist killers  who  must  be  swept  off  the 
street  with  integrated  class  struggle! 

"Their  (NAMBLA’s]  inclusion  in  our 
community  of  liberation  will  only  serve 
to  discredit  it,”  hissed  the  anony- 
mous feminist  leaflet.  "Man-Boy  Group 
Strains  S.F.  Tolerance,"  headlined  the 
Chronicle  (18  January),  while  liberal 
columnist  Rob  Morse  wondered  if 
NAMBLA  is  a “conspiracy  by  the  right 
wing  to  smear  gays  and.  yes.  San  Fran- 
cisco." Roberta  Achtenberg,  “progres- 
sive" lesbian  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  denounced  NAMBLA  as 
“pedophiles." 

Liberals  and  the  gay  political  milieu 
are  acutely  sensitive  to  the  recent  elec- 
tion of  ex-police  chief  Frank  Jordan  as 
the  new  city  mayor  on  a program  to 
"clean  up  San  Francisco.”  Whatever 
those  gays  who  supported  Jordan  (as  an 
alternative  to  discredited  liberal  incum- 
bent Art  Agnos,  who  did  his  share  of 
racist,  anti-working-class  dirty  work 
while  in  office)  think  that  means,  it’s  a 


green  light  for  SF  cops — notorious  for 
racist  murder  and  gay-bashing — to  crack 
down  on  all  they  regard  as  "perverts” 
(notwithstanding  contingents  of  gay 
cops  in  the  Gay  Freedom  Day  parade). 
So  in  this  presidential  election  year,  this 
“community  of  liberation”  opts  to  pro- 
tect its  “influence”  in  the  racist,  capital- 
ist Democratic  Party  and  appease  its 
oppressors,  by  joining  those  oppressors 
in  savaging  someone  weaker. 

NAMBLA’s  persecutors  defend  exist- 
ing undemocratic  “age  of  consent”  laws, 
designed  not  to  protect  youth  but  to 
repress  their  sexuality  with  brutal  state 
coercion.  They  equate  any  sexuality 
toward  those  arbitrarily  labeled  "under- 
age" with  “child  abuse."  The  prevailing 
"child  abuse"  hysteria  has  nothing  to  do 
with  protecting  kids  and  a lot  to  do  with 
creating  a climate  of  fear  of  sex  in  gen- 
eral (and  day-care  centers  in  particular). 
The  aim  is  to  shore  up  the  institution  of 
the  family,  the  central  source  of  the  spe- 
cial oppression  of  women  in  capitalist 
society  and  of  the  repressive  morality 
and  obedience  to  bourgeois  “authority” 
which  it  inculcates.  The  same  capitalist 
state  which  persecutes  NAMBLA  and 
day-care  centers  in  the  name  of  “child 
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Spartacists  uphold  right  to  privacy. 
Government  out  of  the  bedroom! 

abuse,”  at  the  same  time  throws  children 
into  death  row  dungeons  to  await  legal 
murder. 

The  guiding  principle  for  sexual  rela- 
tions should  be  that  of  effective  consent, 
nothing  more  than  mutual  agreement  and 
understanding  as  opposed  to  coercion — 
the  state  has  no  business  interfering.  As 
we  wrote  during  a previous  witchhunt 
of  NAMBLA: 

“Determining  what  is  effective  consent 
is  always  tricky,  and  particularly  with 
youth  there  is  a grey  area.  But  such  a 
judgment  must  be  case  by  case,  not  cat- 
egorical as  it  is  with  the  reactionary  age- 
of-consent  laws.  The  act  of  sex  itself  is 
not  prima  facie  evidence  of  abuse  or 
coercion.  And  the  NAMBLA  activists  are 
being  witchhunted  for  things  nowhere 
close  to  where  their  real  interests  and 
activities  lie." 

—“Defend  NAMBLA!" 

WV  No.  321,  14  January  1983 

With  city  authorities  scheming  to  keep 
NAMBLA  out  of  the  libraries  and  put 
them  in  jail,  defense  of  this  most  vul- 
nerable group  of  a persecuted  minority 
remains,  as  we  said  then,  “the  test  of 
political  decency.”* 


History  and  Class  Society 

Under  capitalism,  a central  purpose  of 
education  is  to  ideologically  justify  the  exis- 
tence of  a system  based  on  exploitation  and 
oppression.  As  a result,  the  history  of  the 
struggles  of  the  oppressed  and  racial  and 
national  minorities  is  necessarily  hidden  or 
distorted.  Communists  fight  against  all  mani- 
festations of  class,  race  and  sex  bias  under 
capitalism,  including  in  education.  But  we 

TROTSKY  understand,  as  Karl  Marx  and  Frederick  LENIN 

Engels  explained  in  the  Communist  Manifes- 
to. that  only  with  the  revolutionary  overthrow  of  capitalism  and  evolution  toward  classless, 
communist  society  will  the  full  education  and  development  of  all  truly  become  possible. 

What  else  does  the  history  of  ideas  prove  than  that  intellectual  production  changes 
its  character  in  proportion  as  material  production  is  changed?  The  ruling  ideas  of  each 
age  have  ever  been  the  ideas  of  its  ruling  class. 

When  people  speak  of  ideas  that  revolutionize  society  they  do  but  express  the  fact 
that  within  the  old  society  the  elements  of  a new  one  have  been  created,  and  that  the 
dissolution  of  the  old  ideas  keeps  even  pace  with  the  dissolution  of  the  old  conditions 
of  existence.... 

The  history  of  all  past  society  has  consisted  in  the  development  of  class  antagonisms, 
antagonisms  that  assumed  different  forms  at  different  epochs. 

But  whatever  form  they  may  have  taken,  one  fact  is  common  to  all  past  ages,  viz., 
the  exploitation  of  one  part  of  society  by  the  other.  No  wonder  then  that  the  social 
consciousness  of  past  ages,  despite  all  the  multiplicity  and  variety  it  displays,  moves 
within  certain  common  forms,  or  general  ideas,  which  cannot  completely  vanish  except 
with  the  total  disappearance  of  class  antagonisms. 

The  communist  revolution  is  the  most  radical  rupture  with  traditional  property 
relations;  no  wonder  that  its  development  involves  the  most  radical  rupture  with 
traditional  ideas.... 

When,  in  the  course  of  development,  class  distinctions  have  disappeared  and  all 
production  has  been  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a vast  association  of  the  whole  nation, 
the  public  power  will  lose  its  political  character.  Political  power,  properly  so  called, 
is  merely  the  organized  power  of  one  class  for  oppressing  another.  If  the  proletariat 
during  its  contest  with  the  bourgeoisie  is  compelled,  by  the  force  of  circumstances, 
to  organize  itself  as  a class,  if,  by  means  of  a revolution,  it  makes  itself  the  ruling  class 
and,  as  such,  sweeps  away  by  force  the  old  conditions  of  production,  then  it  will,  along 
with  these  conditions,  have  swept  away  the  conditions  for  the  existence  of  class 
antagonisms  and  of  classes  generally,  and  will  thereby  have  abolished  its  own  suprem- 
acy as  a class. 

In  place  of  the  old  bourgeois  society,  with  its  classes  and  class  antagonisms,  we 
shall  have  an  association  in  which  the  free  development  of  each  is  the  condition  for 
the  free  development  of  all. 

— Karl  Marx  and  Frederick  Engels,  Manifesto  of  the  Communist  Party  (1848) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


February  2 — Longshoremen  outside  Carson,  California  container  facility  protest 
Southern  Pacific  railroad's  union-busting  plans. 


LOS  ANGELES — Forty  Southern  Pacific 
railroad  cops  armed  with  automatic 
weapons  and  sniper  rifles  surrounded  the 
Intermodal  Container  Transfer  Facility 
(ICTF)  in  Carson  last  month  as  the 
company  announced  its  “new  order":  on 
February  17  the  SP  will  take  over  direct 
management  of  the  facility,  and  all  350 
employees,  members  of  the  International 
Longshoremen's  and  Warehousemen’s 
Union  (ILWU)  Allied  Workers  Division, 
are  to  be  fired!  In  the  “robber  baron" 
style  of  its  founder  Leland  Stanford. 
Southern  Pacific  negotiated  a sweetheart 
deal  with  the  Transport  and  Communi- 
cations Union  (TCU)  to  represent  the 
new  workforce,  which  will  be  slashed  to 
200.  They  are  already  in  training  at  the 
Santa  Fe  Springs  yard  near  L.A. 

This  vicious  union-busting  attack  must 
be  stopped  cold  by  militant  labor  action. 
The  ILWU  leadership  has  called  for  a 
one-day  shutdown  of  all  West  Coast 
ports  on  February  16  and  is  appealing 
to  SP  rail  workers  in  Southern  California 
and  across  the  country  to  shut  down  their 
yards  in  sympathy.  The  ILWU  member- 
ship must  stand  ready  to  reject  any  rotten 
compromise  and  organize  to  shut  down 
the  coast  and  cut  off  this  major  artery 
of  U.S.  trade.  Use  labor's  muscle  and 
win  this  one! 

On  January  31,  some  200  protesting 
ILWUers  jammed  a Los  Angeles  city 
council  meeting,  and  at  a February  2 rally 
which  drew  longshoremen  from  as  far 
away  as  Seattle,  Tacoma  and  Stockton. 
1,000  workers  rallied  at  ILWU  Local  13’s 
Memorial  Hall.  "This  is  not  just  a battle 
for  the  ILWU — it’s  a battle  for  all 
unions,"  said  Teamster  George  Cham- 
bers. "We’re  ready  to  fight,"  said  Stock- 
ton  dock  worker  Pete  Fuller.  After  32  (!) 
speeches,  including  a Congressman  and 
a couple  of  mayors,  the  longshoremen 
and  supporters  went  to  the  container 
facility. 

The  West  Coast  ports,  particularly 
L.A./Long  Beach,  have  become  the  ma- 
jor gateway  for  U.S.  trade  with  Japan  and 
the  entire  Pacific  Rim.  This  gives  the 
ILWU  enormous  power  to  turn  off  the 
spigot.  The  ILWU  membership  won  this 
power  by  their  militancy  and  their  blood 
shed  in  the  1934  general  strike.  Southern 
Pacific  is  out  to  break  the  ILWU’s  hold 
on  a vital  link  in  this  so-called  "land 
bridge."  The  ICTF,  where  containers  are 
loaded  on  rail  cars,  is  the  largest  facility 
of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  In  1990  the  ICTF 
handled  nearly  600,000  containers,  and 
at  peak  times  it  handles  as  many  as  3,000 
containers  a day  ( Southern  California 
Business,  May  1991).  And  if  the  SP  gets 
away  with  this  mass  firing,  employers 
up  and  down  the  coast  will  smell  blood. 
The  hiring  hall  and  every  position  of 
power  the  union  has  will  be  under 
increased  attack. 

Southern  Pacific  is  playing  “divide 
and  rule."  Despite  SP  claims  that  it  is 
bound  by  federal  law  to  have  its  employ- 
ees represented  by  a rail  union,  this  is 
not  a jurisdictional  dispute  between 
unions.  The  present  workforce  has  been 
at  ICTF  since  it  opened  in  1986,  and  in 
1987  they  elected  the  ILWU  to  represent 
them.  These  workers  have  remained  on 
the  job  through  several  changes  in  man- 
agement at  the  facility. 

SP,  which  is  the  largest  landholder 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  has  been  selling 
off  property  and  junking  operations  to 
pay  off  the  massive  debt  incurred  in  the 
$1.8  billion  leveraged  buyout  of  the 
company  by  oil  baron  and  junk  bond 
artist  Paul  Anschutz,  who  also  owns 
the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad. 
(Anschutz  was  the  model  for  the  char- 
acter of  tycoon  Blake  Carrington  in  the 
TV  series  Dynasty.) 

The  stakes  at  ICTF  are  high  not  only 
for  the  ILWU  but  for  all  workers.  If  the 
Southern  Pacific  can  junk  its  unionized 
workforce  for  another  more  to  its  liking, 
then  this  can  happen  to  workers  any- 
where. SP  already  has  a giant  intermodal 


facility  in  the  works  for  the  Port  of 
Oakland. 

The  ILWU  has  the  power  to  grab  the 
bosses  by  the  throat  by  tying  up  shipping 
and  freight.  As  recently  as  October  1990, 
longshoremen  shut  down  the  port  of  L.A. 
for  13  hours  after  cops  barged  into  the 
hiring  hall  to  arrest  a union  member.  A 
1985  attempt  by  a Vancouver,  Washing- 
ton contractor  to  use  non-ILWU  labor  to 
load  a barge  collapsed  when  a thousand 
area  ILWU  members  gave  the  union- 
busters  a taste  of  class  struggle.  As  the 
union  paper,  the  Dispatcher,  reported: 
“Within  minutes,  the  yard  looked  like  it 
had  been  hit  by  a tornado....  By  the  time 
police  reinforcements  had  arrived.  15 
minutes  later,  the  pickets  were  marching 
out,  six  abreast.” 

The  ILWU  would  not  have  to  stand 
alone — even  in  largely  "open  shop"  L.A. 
there  have  been  hard-fought  strikes  and 
organizing  drives  by  teachers,  hotel 
workers  and  largely  Hispanic  union  jan- 
itors. An  appeal  by  the  integrated  ILWU 
for  mass  picketing  in  defense  of  jobs 
would  strike  a chord  among  workers  and 
minorities,  and  give  a huge  boost  to  class 
struggle  in  depression-racked  California. 
Railroad  workers  in  particular  have  a 
stake  in  fighting  alongside  longshore- 
men. The  rail  unions,  forced  back  to 
work  by  Bush  and  the  Democratic  Con- 
gress after  an  18-hour  strike  last  April, 
are  facing  the  loss  of  40,000  jobs.  No 


wonder  that  top  bureaucrats  in  major  rail 
unions,  including  the  TCU,  have  been 
toppled  in  elections  since  July. 

While  ILWU  president  David  Arian 
says,  "We’ll  go  to  the  mat  on  this  one," 
there  are  press  reports  ( Long  Beach  Press- 
Telegram,  31  January)  that  the  ILWU 
tops  are  preparing  the  ground  to  cut  a 
deal  with  the  SP.  Meanwhile.  Arian  is 
also  proclaiming  the  death  of  the  class 
struggle:  in  the  20  January  ILWU  Dis- 
patcher Arian  proclaims  that  “the  days 
when  we  could  win  some  measure  of 
justice  by  simply  establishing  a picket 
line  around  a giant  corporation  like 
Southern  Pacific  are  long  gone.  The 
courts,  the  Congress  and  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  have  seen  to 
that."  So  what  happens  when  the  PMA 
gets  an  injunction  from  their  friendly 
judge?  And  at  the  February  2 Wilmington 
rally.  Arian  said:  "I  don’t  know  if  we 
can  win  this  one."  This  is  defeatism,  and 
it  is  dead  wrong.  It  throws  away  the  pow- 
er of  the  ILWU,  turning  instead  to  beg- 
ging the  capitalists  and  their  politicians. 

Arian  says  the  ILWU  must  appeal  for 
"the  support  of  the  shippers  and  their 
customers.”  and  "work  with  the  ports 
and  with  the  City  of  Los  Angeles.”  This 
is  what’s  become  known  as  the  "corpo- 
rate campaign."  as  tried  and  true  a 
strategy  for  defeat  as  there  ever  was.  It 
was  the  "corporate  campaign”  and  con- 
sumer boycott  that  hogtied  Hormel  meat- 


packers  in  1986,  while  the  International 
union  tops  and  company  ran  scabs 
into  the  plant.  Arian.  as  a leader  of  a 
crew  of  left-talking  local  union  fakers 
called  the  National  Rank  and  File 
Against  Concessions,  went  to  Minnesota 
to  divert  strikers  into  the  losing  boycott. 

Arian  won  the  presidency  of  the  ILWU 
last  fall  posturing  as  a militant  against 
the  die-on-your-knees  regime  of  Jimmy 
Herman.  George  Meany,  the  portrait  of 
a labor  traitor,  used  to  brag  that  he  never 
walked  a picket  line  in  his  life.  Arian, 
the  "progressive”  union  leader,  says  the 
days  of  picket  lines  are  “long  gone." 

Instead  of  picket  lines,  the  "new 
school"  of  labor  misleaders  offer  up  the 
same  old  popular-front  recipe  of  class 
collaboration  that  clobbered  the  ILWU 
in  the  "Modernization  & Mechanization" 
contracts  rammed  through  by  ILWU 
president  Harry  Bridges  in  the  1960s. 
Communist  Party-backed  Bridges  knew 
how  to  talk  left  as  he  tied  the  knots  that 
kept  waterfront  labor  lashed  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party.  The  division  of  labor 
among  the  Republicans  and  Democrats 
and  their  trade-union  flunkeys  has  kept 
the  American  working  class  straitjack- 
eted  while  the  bosses  wage  a one-sided 
class  war. 

In  little  more  than  a decade,  American 
workers’  real  wages  have  plummeted  by 
30  percent,  and  now  the  bureaucrats  will 
once  again  sacrifice  strike  struggles  to 
try  to  put  a Democrat  in  the  White 
House.  The  Democrats'  program  for  ’92? 
Racist  appeals  to  middle-class  white  vot- 
ers and  rabid  protectionism  against 
Japan,  calling  on  U.S.  workers  to  sacri- 
fice their  living  standards  for  U.S. 
bosses’  profits.  American  workers  need 
to  throw  out  the  sellout  “leaders"  who 
tie  the  unions  to  the  Democrats  and  to 
predatory  U.S.  imperialism,  from  its 
trade  war  against  Japan  and  Europe  to 
its  bloody  slaughter  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 
We  need  a workers  party  fighting  for  a 
socialist  revolution. 

The  strategic  position  of  the  ILWU  in 
the  U.S.  economy  gives  West  Coast  long- 
shoremen a unique  opportunity.  They 
have  the  power  to  teach  a lesson  to 
capitalist  bloodsuckers  like  Anschutz.  In 
doing  so  they  can  spark  a counter- 
offensive by  labor  against  the  bosses’ 
vicious  union-busting  drive.  But  the 
ILWU’s  going  to  have  to  play  hardball 
to  win!  ■ 


2,000  Defend  D.C.  Abortion  Clinics 


WASHINGTON.  D C.—' The  Spartacist 
League  joined  2,000  abortion  rights 
defenders  who  took  to  the  streets 
before  dawn  on  January  21-22.  braving 
sub-freezing  weather  to  defend  local 
abortion  clinics  from  attack  by  the 
anti-abortion  terrorists  of  Operation 
Rescue.  The  fundamentalist  bigots  had 
tried  to  close  the  clinics  on  the  anni- 
versary of  the  Supreme  Court  Roe  v. 
Wade  decision  legalizing  abortion.  The 
clinic  defenders,  mainly  young  women 
organized  by  the  Washington  Area 
Clinic  Defense  Force,  were  able  to  pre- 
vent the  bigots  from  closing  all  but  one 
of  the  clinics. 

Meanwhile,  emboldened  by  Bush’s 
onslaught  against  women’s  rights  and 
black  rights,  70,000  bigots  paraded 
down  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  re- 
ceived a pep  talk  from  their  command- 
er in  chief  via  a telephone  hookup 
with  the  White  House.  Many  abortion 
rights  groups  such  as  NOW  and  the  Na- 
tional Abortion  Rights  Action  League 
(NARAL)  are  gearing  up  to  support 
the  Democratic  Party  in  '92,  the  same 
Democrats  who  overwhelmingly  sup- 
ported the  Hyde  Amendment,  which 
outlawed  federal  funds  for  abortions 
for  poor  women. 


Bush  wants  the  Supreme  Court  to 
overturn  Roe  v.  Wade,  but  the  right 
of  women  to  have  abortions  must  not 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  Congress  or 
the  judges  in  their  black  robes.  What 
is  needed  are  mass  mobilizations  of 
labor,  women  and  minorities  to  stop  the 


anti-abortion  crusade  in  the  streets!  A 
revolutionary  workers  party  must  be 
forged  to  champion  the  cause  of  all  the 
oppressed,  leading  the  fight  for  free 
abortion  on  demand  and  free  quality 
health  care  for  all!  Women’s  liberation 
through  socialist  revolution! 
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Young  Spartacus 


education  U.S.A.- 
Separate  and  Unequal 


Continued  from  page  I 


policies  are  a rapid-fire  rollback  of  black 
rights  and  an  intensified  resegregation 
of  America.  "Neighborhood  schools" 
may  not  sound  as  bad  as  the  “white  acad- 
emies" that  mushroomed  in  the  South 
following  the  Brown  decision,  but  the 
effect  is  the  same.  A just-released  report 
to  the  National  School  Boards  Associa- 
tion by  Harvard  professor  Gary  Orfield 
on  the  "Status  of  School  Desegregation: 
The  Next  Generation"  reports: 

“Segregation  for  Hispanics  has  increased 
dramatically  during  a period  when 
the  nation's  Hispanic  enrollment  has 
soared....  Segregation  has  also  grown 
slowly  and  steadily  for  blacks  in  those 
central  cities  that  were  desegregated 
under  policies  that  left  their  surrounding 
suburbs  unchanged." 

Kozol's  book  has  received  a lot 
of  attention  as  part  of  the  hubbub  over 
the  ignorance  and  functional  illiteracy 
of  growing  numbers  of  American  youth. 
A front-page  Newsday  headline  blared. 
"Your  Kids:  Dumber,  Fatter,  More 
Murders,  More  Suicides."  “Education 
reform"  is  a buzzword  in  the  media, 
reflecting  the  concerns  of  at  least  a sec- 
tion of  the  ruling  class  that  American 
schools  seem  unable  to  train  the  techni- 
cians and  managers  the  U.S.  needs  to 
remain  competitive  with  its  imperialist 
rivals.  In  international  competitions  of 
industrialized  countries.  American  stu- 
dents routinely  rank  second  to  last. 
Nearly  one-quarter  of  all  U.S.  students 
don’t  graduate  from  high  school.  More 
than  90  percent  of  those  that  do  graduate 
can’t  solve  math  problems  much  beyond 
basic  addition,  or  read  and  understand 
newspaper  editorials. 

But  Ko/ol  has  thrown  a spotlight  on 
what  the  media  and  the  government 
would  like  to  ignore:  the  decline  of 
America’s  public  schools  simultaneous 
with  the  increase  of  racial  segregation 
and  class  inequality.  He  offers  no  solu- 
tion except  that  the  government  should 
throw  more  money  into  the  squalid  seg- 
regated dumps  that  pass  for  schools  in 
American  cities.  Well,  you  can  solve  a 
lot  of  problems  by  throwing  money  at 
them.  To  get  that  money  requires  break- 
ing the  power  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  to 
spend  it  effectively  to  create  genuinely 


equal,  integrated  educational  opportu- 
nity will  take  a social  revolution. 

From  liberals  like  Jesse  Jackson,  we 
hear  that  the  way  to  solve  the  problems 
of  the  poor  and  ameliorate  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  ghetto  is  through  education. 
From  black  nationalists  and  "politically 
correct"  academics  we  hear  that  the  way 
to  end  discrimination  against  oppressed 


minorities  is  through  a curriculum  of 
“multiculturalism”  to  build  tolerance  and 
self-esteem.  From  Harvard  economist 
Robert  Reich  we  hear  that  class  structure 
and  economic  productivity  are  irrele- 
vant, that  what  this  country  needs  is  an 
education  system  to  train  a generation 
of  creative  “symbolic  analysts."  This  is 
all  crap.  You  cannot  eradicate  race  and 
class  oppression  through  education,  nor 


Ghetto  schools 
are  prisons  for 
minority  youth: 
students  at 
Brooklyn's 
Thomas 
Jefferson  High 
punch  in  with 
ID  cards, 
November  1991. 


can  you  “reform”  what  passes  for  edu- 
cation in  the  ghetto  without  a revolution- 
ary transformation  of  society. 

In  Mahwah,  New  Jersey,  a third-grade 
teacher  wondered  why  a bright  young 
black  child  in  her  class  only  attended 
school  once  every  four  days.  After 
school  one  day  she  visited  his  home  and 
discovered  the  family  had  four  sons  and 


one  pair  of  shoes  to  share  among  them. 
Her  pupil  attended  school  when  it 
was  his  turn  to  get  the  shoes.  Through- 
out the  CUNY  university  in  New  York 
City  there  are  dozens  of  homeless 
students.  They  stay  in  the  libraries  until 
the  lights  go  out.  then  look  for  a couch 
or  hallway  to  sleep  in.  and  wash  up 
in  the  bathrooms  before  class  in  the 
morning.  The  problem  for  these  youth 
is  not  in  the  classroom — it  is  race  and 
class  oppression  which  deprives  them 
of  jobs,  housing,  health  care  and  every 
other  social  service. 

Even  such  a just  and  basic  demand  as 
quality,  integrated  education  is  rendered 
meaningless  if  the  capitalist  class  has  no 
reason  for  giving  most  children  such  an 
education.  As  we  wrote  in  "U.S.  Econ- 
omy Dead  in  the  Water"  (WV  No.  541. 
27  December  1991):  "If  every  black 
person  in  their  mid-20s  had  earned  a 
master's  in  business  administration  from 
an  Ivy  League  university,  this  degree 
would  have  as  much  value  in  the  job 
market  as  a diploma  from  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  High  School  in  South  Chicago 
or  Atlanta."  Today  the  bosses  who 
destroyed  and  looted  the  industrial  plant 
of  this  country  sneer  at  the  destitution 
and  broken  lives  of  those  whose  labor 
created  all  the  wealth  that  the  capitalist 


rulers  have  stolen.  In  contrast,  during 
World  War  II  when  there  was  a labor 
shortage  and  the  war  industries  were 
booming,  California  shipyard  owners 
recruited  untrained  and  often  semi- 
literate black  youth  from  the  rural  South 
who  learned  to  read  and  write,  and 
became  skilled  apprentices  in  little  more 
than  three  months. 

The  ruling  class  spends  on  educating 
those  they  exploit  and  oppress  only  what 
they  can  realize  back  in  profit.  Having 
taken  the  wrecking  ball  to  the  auto  fac- 
tories. gutted  the  steel  mills  and  closed 
many  of  the  mines,  there  are  few  jobs 
left  for  which  to  train  the  children  of  the 
working  class  and  poor.  And  if  educating 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  white  workers 
has  increasingly  become  an  expendable 
overhead  for  decaying  American  capital- 
ism. the  children  of  black  workers  and 
poor  are  deemed  an  expendable  popula- 
tion. Once  a reserve  army  of  labor  to  be 
maintained,  albeit  minimally,  today  for 
the  racist  rulers  the  black  ghetto  poor 
are  not  worth  "wasting"  money  on  even 
to  keep  alive,  much  less  educate. 

A World  Apart 

Throughout  his  book.  Kozol  continu- 
ally contrasts  the  rich  potential  of 
this  country,  and  the  suburban  country 
club  public  schools,  with  the  squalor 
that  he  finds  in  America's  segregated 
and  savagely  unequal  inner-city  schools. 
His  empirical  evidence  is  powerful, 
especially  when  he  lets  the  youth 
speak  for  themselves  about  how  they 
view  this  society  that  has  tossed 
them  on  the  scrap  heap.  Take  Cam- 
den. New  Jersey  — a factory  town  aban- 
doned by  the  capitalists  where  60  percent 
of  the  population  is  on  welfare  and 
the  schools  are  98  percent  Hispanic 
and  black — where  one  eleventh-grader 
explains:  "So  long  as  there  are  no 
white  children  in  our  school,  we’re 
going  to  be  cheated.  That’s  America. 


Black  History  Month 


Young 

New  York  City,  April  1991— Spartacus  Youth  Club  demands  ‘‘Open  Admissions  and  Free  Tuition”  in  contingent  of  student 
strikers  protesting  fee  hikes. 


4 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Furor  Over  Multiculturalism 


Education  in  Oakland: 
No  Money,  No 


“Get  sick,  get  well,  hang  around 
the  inkwell... 

Twenty  years  of  schooling  and 
they  put  you  on  the  day  shift. 

Look  out  kids,  they  keep  it  all 
hid." 

— Bob  Dylan,  Subterranean 
Homesick  Blues 

Dylan  was  an  optimist:  today  you 
can  get  neither  schooling  nor  a full- 
time job,  much  less  day  shift. 

California,  the  former  "education 
state,”  now  ranks  48th  out  of  the  50 
states  in  the  money  it  spends  on  public 
schools.  In  Oakland,  91  percent  of  the 
student  population  is  minority,  mainly 
black,  and  74  different  languages  are 
spoken.  Across  the  state,  of  five  mil- 
lion enrolled  in  public  school,  almost 
one  in  five  speak  little  or  no  English. 
As  Republican  governor  Pete  Wilson 
takes  the  ax  to  public  education,  what 
bilingual  education  exists  stands  to  be 
totally  wiped  out.  Particularly  hard  hit 
by  the  budget  cutbacks  are  the  minori- 
ties, who  make  up  over  40  percent  of 
the  state  population,  and  an  even 
greater  proportion  of  the  students  at 
public  schools.  The  black  dropout  rate 
in  the  Oakland  high  schools  is  over 
50  percent. 

Against  this  dismal  backdrop,  the 
Oakland  school  district  has  been 
embroiled  in  a raging  fight  over  “multi- 
culturalism.” Four  years  ago,  the  state 
Board  of  Education  adopted  history  and 
social  studies  curriculum  guidelines  to 
replace  texts  which,  for  example,  did 
not  cover  non-Western  world  history 
from  500  AD  to  1789  at  all.  Last  year, 
the  Oakland  school  board  rejected  a 
new  set  of  history  and  social  studies 
books  published  by  Houghton  Mifflin 
and  approved  by  the  state  government, 
arguing  that  they  at  best  trivialized  the 
history  of  blacks  and  other  minorities 
and  at  worst  were  racist.  Though  a 
majority  of  teachers  had  voted  to  accept 
the  books,  opponents  complained  they 
were  simply  “Eurocentrism”  disguised 
as  multiculturalism,  and  a committee 


was  formed  to  write  history  from  a real 
“multicultural"  perspective. 

But  as  summer  ended,  the  rewriting 
committee  was  still  fighting  to  forge  a 
“consensus”  on  how  to  convey  the  his- 
tory of  each  and  every  racial  and  ethnic 
group — and  when  school  opened,  stu- 
dents in  Oakland  had  no  history  books 
at  all!  With  the  school  year  almost  half 
over,  kids  in  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sev- 
enth grades  in  Oakland  still  do  not  have 
any  history  books.  Teachers  are  bring- 
ing in  their  own  materials,  or  working 
the  copy  machines  overtime  trying  to 
photocopy  the  now-contraband  new 
texts  while  being  threatened  with  vio- 
lation of  copyright  laws  for  doing  so. 
And  the  debate  rages  on. 

Pain,  Anger  and  Racism 

The  public  school  system  of  today 
cannot  teach  the  “real  history"  of  any 
oppressed  group — and  the  younger  the 
age.  the  more  heavy-handed  is  the 
lying  propaganda.  The  history  of  wars 
is  written  by  the  victors,  not  the 
vanquished;  and  the  history  of  class 
struggle  is  written — or  more  accurately, 
obscured — by  the  ruling  class.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  true,  as  some  multicul- 
turalists  argue,  that  internalization  of 
racist  stereotypes  is  a bitter  and  crip- 
pling effect  of  racism.  As  we  wrote 
about  proposals  for  segregated  “Afro- 


centric” schools:  "Black  history  and 
the  struggles  of  oppressed  peoples  of 
all  races  are  excluded  and  belittled 
in  school  textbooks.  The  social  con- 
science and  pride  that  comes  from 
participation  and  leadership  in  strug- 
gles against  racist  oppression  is  not  the 
education  that  the  bourgeoisie  wants 
you  to  get”  ("For  Quality,  Integrated 
Education  for  All!"  WV  No.  517.  4 Jan- 
uary 1991). 


Books 

For  an  idea  of  what’s  involved  in 
the  dispute,  take  the  issue  of  slavery 
in  the  U.S.  The  old  California  Fifth- 
grade  history  textbook.  Our  History 
(1983),  teaches  the  standard  bourgeois 
lie  about  the  Civil  War  that  "the  country 
did  not  go  to  war  over  slavery.  It 
went  to  war  over  the  issue  of  keeping 
the  states  united  in  order  to  preserve 
the  nation."  The  post-Civil  War  era  of 
continued  on  page  7 
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That’s  how  it  is.”  Among  other  snapshots 
from  Kozol’s  Savage  Inequalities: 

• East  St.  Louis:  In  this  98  percent 
black  city  there  is  no  garbage  collection, 
and  backyard  dumps  breed  rats  "the  size 
of  puppies.”  City  Hall  was  lost  to  a cred- 
itor, and  it  was  recently  announced  that 
all  but  10  percent  of  the  remaining  230 
city  workers  would  be  laid  off.  Doctors 
warn  of  the  danger  of  cholera  and 
typhoid  in  a city  where  illness  and  dis- 
ease among  children  is  already  rampant, 
and  where  there  is  no  place  to  have  a 
baby  since  the  obstetrics  wing  of  the  only 
hospital  was  closed  down.  At  Martin 
Luther  King  High  School,  there  are  26 
textbooks  for  110  students,  many  miss- 
ing the  first  hundred  pages.  Science  labs 
are  30  to  50  years  out  of  date,  supplies 
of  chalk  and  paper  regularly  run  out,  pay- 
checks  for  teachers  come  two  weeks  late. 
Repeatedly,  the  whole  school  has  shut 


down  when  raw  sewage  backs  up 
through  the  drains. 

• Chicago:  On  an  average  morning  in 
Chicago,  5,700  children  in  190  class- 
rooms come  to  school  to  find  they  have 
no  teacher.  The  city’s  dropout  rate  of 
nearly  50  percent  is  regarded  by  some 
as  a blessing.  If  over  200,000  of  Chica- 
go’s total  student  population  of  440,000 
did  not  disappear  during  their  secondary 
years,  it  is  not  clear  who  would  teach 
them.  Lathrop  Elementary  School  has 
been  without  a library  for  21  years  and 
the  books,  abandoned  and  piled  in  the 
lunchroom,  have  sprouted  mold. 

• New  York  City:  PS  261  in  the  South 
Bronx  is  housed  in  a former  roller 
skating  rink.  There  are  no  windows,  no 
playground,  and  no  reference  books. 
Encyclopedias  are  “for  the  suburbs."  a 
teacher  explains.  At  Morris  High  School, 
waterfalls  cascade  down  the  stairs  fol- 


lowing a heavy  rain.  The  blackboards 
are  so  cracked  that  teachers  don't  let  the 
kids  use  them  for  fear  they  will  cut 
themselves.  At  another  high  school  in 
the  area,  five  classrooms  with  42  stu- 
dents each  have  no  textbooks.  Former 
Board  of  Education  president  Robert 
Wagner  Jr.  reported  on  a visit  to  a 
school  "where  there  were  five  Haitian 
youngsters  literally  (having  classes)  in 
a urinal."  Ninety  percent  of  the  male 
prison  inmates  in  New  York  City  are 
dropouts  from  the  city’s  public  schools. 

• New  Jersey:  In  Paterson,  four  ele- 
mentary schools  are  housed  in  aban- 
doned factories.  One  school  has  no 
cafeteria,  the  kids  eat  lunch  in  the  boiler 
room;  another  has  one  physics  section 
for  2,200  students.  The  former  principal 
of  Paterson’s  East  Side  High,  Joe  Clark, 
became  the  appropriate  education  "hero" 
of  the  Reagan  years  for  policing  the 
halls  with  a bullhorn  and  a baseball 
bat.  According  to  one  school  official. 
“Two  thirds  of  the  kids  that  Clark  threw 
out  are  now  in  the  Passaic  County 
Jail.... This  is  a very  popular  approach 
in  the  United  States  today.  Don’t  even 
breathe  a whisper  of  desegregation. 
Keep  them  in  confinement  so  they  can’t 
subvert  the  education  of  the  suburbs.  .. 
Carry  a bat  and  tell  them  they  're  no  good 
if  they  can't  pass  the  state  exam.  Then, 
when  they  are  ruined,  throw  them  into 
prison.  Will  it  surprise  you  to  be  told 
that  Paterson  destroyed  a library  because 
it  needed  space  to  build  a jail?" 

Private  Property,  Race  and 
Class  Privilege 

As  with  his  first  book  in  1967.  Death 
at  an  Early  Age.  Jonathan  Kozol  has 
done  the  public  a real  service  by  telling 
it  like  it  is  in  Savage  Inequalities.  But 
as  a liberal — and  surely  one  of  the  last 
admirable  and  honest  liberals  left  in 


America — Kozol  has  no  viable  solution 
to  offer.  He  points  to  school  funding 
based  on  property  taxes  as  the  root  of 
inequality,  but  his  answer  is  steeper 
income  taxes  for  the  rich  to  fund  educa- 
tion for  the  poor.  The  problem  is  that  so 
long  as  the  means  of  production,  distri- 
bution and  finance  are  in  private  hands, 
the  capitalists  can  and  will  sabotage  any 
reforms  that  go  against  their  interests. 

In  a capitalist  society  where  public 
schools  are  primarily  funded  by  local 
property  taxes,  even  the  term  “public 
education”  is  an  oxymoron.  There  are 
two  "publics” — those  who've  got  prop- 
erty and  those  who  don’t.  And  families 
from  the  red  brick  housing  projects  can- 
not provide  a tax  base  for  education  com- 
parable to  that  of  families  from  the  green 
lawns  and  white  picket  fences. 

In  1968  in  Texas,  the  issue  of  school 
funding  through  property  taxes  was  chal- 
lenged in  a class  action  suit  by  poor, 
largely  Hispanic  parents.  At  the  state 
level  they  won  their  case,  and  Texas 
experimented  with  what  is  derisively 
called  a "Robin  Hood"  plan — taxes  that 
take  a few  crumbs  from  the  rich  and  give 
to  the  poor.  The  wealthiest  and  whitest 
of  Texans  stampeded  the  Supreme  Court 
with  their  plight  and  even  herded  “con- 
cerned parents"  in  other  posh  enclaves 
like  Beverly  Hills  to  file  amicus  briefs 
in  defense  of  class  privilege.  Echoing 
the  credo  of  Animal  Farm  where  “some 
are  more  equal  than  others."  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled: 

"The  Equal  Protection  Clause  [of  the 
Constitution)  does  not  require  absolute 
equality... we  have  no  indication,  .that 
the  system  fails  to  provide  each  child 
with  an  opportunity  to  acquire  the  basic 
minimal  skills  necessary." 

Who  determines  the  “basic  minimal 
skills  necessary"  for  ghetto  youth  is  a 
ruling  class  which  has  no  use  for  them 
continued  on  page  6 
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Spartacist  contingent  in  December  1974  pro-busing  march  in  Boston. 

7 FEBRUARY  1992 


5 


Education... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

except  as  part-time  hamburger  flippers  in 

minimum-wage  fast  food  joints. 

The  civil  rights  movement  attempted 
to  remove  the  formal  legal  inequalities 
imposed  on  black  people  in  America.  But 
the  strategy  of  pressuring  the  govern- 
ment for  legal  reforms  could  not  answer 
the  systemic  racism,  the  forcible  segre- 
gation of  blacks  at  the  bottom  of  the 
economy,  that  is  the  bedrock  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism.  The  civil  rights  move- 
ment could  not  even  integrate  the 
schools.  The  Brown  decision  ushered  in 
court-ordered  desegregation  in  the  South 
where  schools  had  been  segregated 
by  law.  But  the  de  facto  segregation 
of  Northern  cities,  where  blacks  were 
legally  "equal"  yet  systematically  dis- 
criminated against  in  housing,  jobs  and 
education,  was  a nut  that  the  liberal-led 
civil  rights  movement  could  not  crack. 
It  took  19  years  after  the  Brown  decision 
for  the  government  to  even  establish 
guidelines  for  integrating  the  schools 
above  the  Mason-Dixon  line. 

Take  1954,  add  19,  and  you're  in  the 
streets  of  Boston  and  Louisville  in  1973- 
74  where  the  racial  integration  of  public 
schools  in  the  North  exploded  in  the  bus- 
ing crisis.  Although  totally  inadequate 
even  as  a solution  to  school  segregation, 
busing  was  at  least  a minimal  attempt  to 
allow  the  black  poor  a share  in  the  ben- 
efits of  American  capitalist  society.  And 
it  was  smashed — by  the  liberal  Democrats 
in  Congress  and  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
while  racist  mobs  attacked  black  school- 
children  in  the  streets.  During  the  months 
of  mounting  crisis  in  Boston,  reformist 
outfits  like  the  Communist  Party  and  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  looked  to  the 
racist  government  and  called  for  federal 
troops — the  armed  fist  of  the  capitalist 
state — to  protect  black  schoolchildren. 
In  contrast,  the  Spartacist  League  fought 
for  laborlhlack  defense  to’  protect  the 
democratic  rights  and  the  lives  of  black 
people  and  to  force  the  implementation 
of  the  busing  program.  And  while  the 
limited  Boston  plan  bused  kids  from  the 
poorest  black  neighborhoods  to  the  poor- 
est white  neighborhoods  within  the  city, 
we  also  called  for  extending  busing 
across  district  lines  to  the  suburbs  where 
the  good  schools  are. 

Under  the  Nixon  administration,  de- 
segregation efforts  ground  to  a halt  with 
the  1974  Milliken  v.  Bradley  Supreme 
Court  decision  which  effectively  stopped 
any  city-suburban  busing.  Under  Dem- 
ocrats and  Republicans,  it’s  been  a 
steady  retreat  since.  Yet,  as  Gary  Orfield 
reports,  "The  very  strong  political  leader- 
ship against  integration  policies  appar- 
ently had  less  effect  on  public  attitudes 
than  did  the  actual  experience  of  students 
and  families  in  integrated  schools."  He 
cites  a new  national  survey  by  the  Boston 
Globe  which  showed  that  when  asked 
whether  they  would  back  busing  if  it 
was  the  only  way  to  integrate  schools, 
whites  said  yes  by  a 48-41  majority, 
blacks  agreed  76-21,  and  Hispanics 
supported  busing  82-18.  New  cases 


before  the  Supreme  Court  threaten  to 
end  what  public  busing  desegregation 
programs  remain,  and  voluntary  city- 
suburban  programs  like  METCO  in 
Boston  can’t  possibly  serve  the  mass  of 
the  population. 

Bush  League 
Education  “Reform” 

Cynically  proclaiming  himself  to  be 
"the  education  president."  George  Bush 
sneers  that  “dollars  don't  educate  stu- 
dents." Arguing  that  the  problem  with 
public  schools  is  they  are  not  "compet- 
itive” enough.  Bush’s  solution  is  to 
subordinate  public  education  to  “the 
magic  of  the  marketplace”  and  let  public- 
funds  “follow  the  students”  into  the 
schools  of  their  "choice" — including 
private  schools.  In  other  words,  rich 
schools  will  be  rewarded  for  being 
rich,  and  schools  for  the  minority  poor 
will  be  stripped  of  their  already  inade- 
quate funds  and  told  to  somehow 
"improve"  without  money  if  they  want 
to  survive.  It’s  pure  "social  Darwin- 
ism”— survival  of  the  “fittest"  and  devil 
take  the  hindmost.  And  in  racist,  capi- 
talist America  the  hindmost  are  black 
and.  increasingly,  Hispanic  children  in 
the  ghettos  and  barrios,  while  the  mass 
of  white  working  people  scramble  to 
survive  and  their  children  also  get  a sub- 
standard education. 

Within  the  public  school  system, 
"magnet  schools"  are  held  up  as  an 
example  of  the  benefits  of  “choice." 
Originally  sold  as  pilot  projects  to  ele- 
vate education  in  the  ghettos,  in  reality 
magnets  were  designed  to  stem  “white 
flight"  from  the  cities  and  are  increas- 
ingly the  preserve  of  the  children  of 
yuppies.  Magnet  schools  are  highly 
competitive  institutions  whose  students 
are  selected  through  qualifying  exams 
and  test  scores.  These  magnets  don’t 
attract  the  poor,  but  offer  an  upper  layer 
an  adequate  education,  while  those  who 
can’t  make  the  grade  go  down  the  tubes. 
In  Chicago  in  1989,  a "fine  arts"  magnet 
school  was  built  especially  for  a new 
"middle  income"  condominium  near  a 


black  housing  project.  Kozol  reports  the 
children  from  the  black  housing  project 
were  not  even  allowed  to  apply  to  the 
magnet  school  until  the  third  grade. 
Instead,  they  were  sent  to  "a  small,  pre- 
fabricated metal  building  surrounded  on 
three  sides  by  junkyards." 

Another  idea  bandied  about  by  the 
Bush  administration  is  the  establishment 
of  a national  examination  to  improve, 
through  competition,  the  performance  of 
American  youth.  As  Kozol  quipped. 
"Any  farmer  in  Vermont  could  tell  the 
President  that  you  don't  fatten  your 
lambs  by  weighing  them."  But  Bush 
wants  to  starve  the  lambs  and  this  pro- 
posal is  the  "justification"  for  a govern- 
ment policy  of  killer  cuts.  Forget  about 
paychecks  for  teachers,  and  books  and 
science  equipment  for  students. . .just  test 
rich  and  poor  "equally,"  and  when  the 
poor  flunk,  well  then,  that  supposedly 
proves  the  ruling  class  shouldn’t  waste 
its  money  on  the  swelling  ranks  of  the 
underclass. 

“Voluntary”  Segregation 

While  the  government  prepares  to 
completely  pull  the  plug  on  funding  for 
inner-city  schools  and  make  de  facto 
separate  and  unequal  education  official 
government  policy,  black  politicos  and 
cultural  nationalists  obscenely  accom- 
modate this  attack  on  black  rights 
with  demands  for  “Afrocentric"  schools 
exclusively  for  young  black  men.  These 
proposals  are  a cynical  withdrawal  from 
struggle  serving  only  to  bolster  the  racist 
status  quo.  As  we  argued  in  “For  Quality, 
Integrated  Education  for  All!”  (Women 
and  Revolution  No.  39,  Summer  1991): 
"Self-segregation  of  black  males  will 
only  serve  to  reinforce  and  legitimize  the 
social  segregation  that  already  exists. 
Just  as  freedom  fighters  in  South  Africa 
reject  the  program  for  bantustan  educa- 
tion pushed  by  the  apartheid  racists,  we 
denounce  a plan  to  segregate  black  male 
youth  in  holding  pens  in  the  name  of 
'African  American  immersion'!...  Ken- 
neth Clark,  Ihe  black  sociologist  whose 
research  guided  the  Brown  v.  Board  of 
Education  decision,  hit  the  nail  on  the 
head  in  denouncing  schools  for  black 
males  as  ‘prep  schools  for  correctional 
institutions'." 

A defeatist,  separatist  mood  has 
always  grown  in  periods  of  political 
reaction  and  racist  rollback.  At  the  col- 
lege level,  more  and  more  black  students 
are  choosing  to  go  back  to  traditionally 
all-black  schools.  And  on  the  individ- 
ual level,  who  can  find  fault  with 
a black  coed  who  doesn’t  feel  safe  on 
a mostly  white  campus  where  racist 
attacks  have  become  commonplace.  But 
the  entrenched  racism  of  this  society  is 
not  susceptible  to  individual  or  psycho- 
logical solutions;  it  requires  the  concrete 
collective  action  of  class  struggle.  And 
that  requires  a struggle  to  oust  the  mis- 
leaders  of  the  labor  movement  who've 
done  little  to  defend  the  black  population 
(or  the  unions  themselves)  from  the 
attacks  coming  down. 

It  is  revealing  to  see  who  today’s  pro- 
ponents of  black-only  schools  hark  back 
to  for  inspiration.  In  Savage  Inequalities , 


Jonathan  Kozol  notes  that  among  black 
parents  and  school  officials  favoring  seg- 
regated schools  for  black  males,  “Booker 
T.  Washington  was  cited  with  increasing 
frequency.  Du  Bois  never,  and  Martin 
Luther  King  only  with  cautious  selectiv- 
ity." As  the  voice  of  accommodation  to 
the  racist  defeat  of  Radical  Reconstruc- 
tion. Booker  T.  Washington  founded  the 
Tuskegee  Institute  to  train  blacks  in  man- 
ual and  domestic  skills,  while  his  own 
children  went  to  the  best  schools  his 
money  could  buy! 

However  "militant"  the  rhetoric,  who’s 
behind  the  proposals  for  segregated 
schools  are  Booker  T.  Washingtons  of 
the  second  mobilization.  "Community 
control"  of  institutions  in  what  is  essen- 
tially an  apartheid  system  only  masks 
the  class  nature  of  racist  capitalism.  The 
cynical  calculation  of  the  ruling  class  in 
selecting  its  front  men  was  explained  to 
Kozol  by  a New  York  City  social  worker: 
“The  presence  of  a white  man  at  the  head 
of  a large  urban  system  that  is  ware- 
housing black  children  would  be  quite 
suggestive  and  provocative.  An  effort  is 
made  to  Find  a suitable  black  person. 
Failing  that,  an  Asian  or  Hispanic." 

The  Black  Panthers  vs. 

Cultural  Nationalism 

What  is  left  today  of  the  '60s  civil 
rights  movement  are  the  heirs  of  the 
liberal-pacifist  King  tradition  along  with 
hustlers  and  cultural  nationalists  who 
present  themselves  as  though  they,  along 
with  Malcolm  X and  the  Black  Panther 
Party,  were  some  kind  of  happy  family. 
But  Malcolm  spoke  in  militant  opposi- 
tion to  King’s  dead-end  strategy  of  pres- 
suring the  Dixiecrat  Democratic  Party. 
Though  many  Panther  leaders — those 
not  murdered  or  jailed  by  the  capitalist 
state — eventually  were  co-opted  to  Dem- 
ocratic Party  ethnic  constituency  poli- 
tics. the  Panthers  initially  advanced  a 
gut-level  opposition  to  racist  capitalism. 

The  proposal  for  "Afrocentric”  educa- 
tion is  hardly  a new  one.  In  the  1960s 
the  Black  Panthers  made  scathing  attacks 
on  the  "cultural  nationalists"  who  they 
derided  as  "pork  chop"  nationalists — 
i.e.,  people  who  used  the  slogan  of 
"Black  Power"  to  secure  their  own 
advancement: 

"Cultural  nationalism  manifests  itself  in 
many  ways  but  all  of  these  manifesta- 
tions are  essentially  grounded  in  one 
fact;  a universal  denial  and  ignoring  of 
the  present  political,  social  and  economic 
realities  and  a concentration  on  the  past 
as  a frame  of  reference....  Because  cul- 
tural nationalism  offers  no  challenge  or 
offense  against  the  prevailing  order;  the 
influx  of  'Black  and  Proud’  actors,  movie 
stars,  social  workers,  teachers,  probation 
officers  and  politicians  is  tremendous.... 
The  power  structure,  after  the  mandatory 
struggle,  condones  and  even  worships, 
this  new  found  pride." 

— The  Black  Panther, 

2 February  1969 

The  battle  between  the  Panthers  and 
the  “cultural  nationalists”  of  Ron 
Karenga’s  "United  Slaves"  organization 
was  drawn  in  blood  over  the  black  stud- 
ies programs  at  UCLA.  Karenga’s  “US" 
had  control  over  these  programs  which 
centered  on  the  glorification  of  "African 
heritage."  As  the  Panthers  increasingly 
won  the  allegiance  of  militant  black 
students.  Karenga  saw  them  as  a threat 
to  his  "Afrocentric"  preserve.  Coinci- 
dent with  the  launching  of  the  FBI’s 
COINTELPRO  campaign  to  destroy  the 
Panthers,  which  was  coordinated  with 
the  local  cops.  L.A.  Panther  leader 
Bunchy  Carter  and  others  were  murdered 
by  Karenga’s  dubious  outfit. 

The  New  York  Times  (5  January  1991 ) 
cites  Karenga  as  one  of  the  major  influ- 
ences behind  the  concept  of  segregated 
"Afrocentric”  schools,  noting:  "For  all 
its  currency,  the  conflict  over  the  pro- 
posal to  start  a small  ’African  centered' 
high  school  mainly  for  black  boys 
in  New  York  City  has  a past  that  is 
as  old  as  the  Ocean  Hill-Brownsville 
school  wars  of  the  late  1960's  and  the 
move  prompted  by  that  upheaval  toward 
community  control  of  the  schools."  In 
New  York,  the  campaign  for  "community 
control"  was  funded  by  the  Ford  Foun- 
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elation  and  backed  by  the  city  fathers  to 
quiet  the  ghettos,  decentralize  and  cut 
school  funding,  and  break  the  teachers 
union. 

In  1968  the  United  Federation  of 
Teachers  struck  against  the  dismissal 
of  union  leaders  at  the  Ocean  Hill- 
Brownsville  school.  In  the  name  of 
"community  control."  black  nationalists. 
New  Leftists  and  liberals  set  the  black 
ghetto  poor  against  the  teachers.  The 
UFT  bureaucracy,  led  by  the  social- 
democratic  Cold  Warrior  Albert  Shanker, 
used  inflammatory  racist  code  words 
such  as  "mob  rule”  and  was  indifferent 
to  the  needs  of  the  black  community. 
So-called  socialists  like  the  Communist 
Party,  Progressive  Labor  and  the  Social- 
ist Workers  Party  actively  scabbed. 

The  Spartacist  League  uniquely  swam 
against  the  stream,  and  without  blunting 
our  denunciation  of  the  racist  union  tops, 
we  called  for  a victory  to  the  strike. 
In  a leaflet  titled,  "Beware  Liberal 
Union  Busters!"  we  called  for  a "radical 
alliance  of  teachers  with  the  doubly 
oppressed  black  and  Puerto  Rican  work- 
ing people."  Such  an  alliance,  we  wrote, 
"must  begin  by  pointing  out  that  the  cen- 
tral problem  of  black  education  lies  not 
in  the  classroom  but  in  the  political- 
economic  system  of  capitalism.  The  cap- 
italist system  needs  the  product  of  the 
ghetto  schools  not  as  creative  human 
beings  but  as  a pool  of  low-skilled  and 
unemployed  workers  to  keep  the  general 
wage  level  down.  The  Black  Nationalists 
have  not  seen  through  the  liberal  myth 
that  ‘becoming  educated’  is  the  way  out 
of  the  ghetto  for  the  mass  of  black  and 
Puerto  Rican  youth." 

The  ingrained  racism  of  the  labor  tops, 
with  their  reactionary  politics  and  white 
job-trusting  policies,  was  and  is  a barrier 
to  bridging  the  gap  between  organized 
labor  and  the  ghetto  poor  through  united 
struggle  against  their  common  enemy  for 
a decent  education  for  all  children.  The 
refusal  of  the  unions  to  struggle  for 
black  rights  contributed  not  only  to 
the  increased  immiseration  of  the  inner 
cities  but  also  to  the  suicidal  narrowing 
and  weakening  of  the  trade  unions. 

Today  America’s  rulers  throw  the 
nationalist  slogan  of  “community  con- 
trol" back  in  the  faces  of  the  ghetto  poor. 
Arguing  that  the  problem  is  not  with  the 
financing  of  public  schools  in  the  inner 
city,  they  preach  that  it  is  the  fault 
of  "community"  mismanagement,  poor 
“family  values,"  etc.  This  finds  its  echo 
among  the  black  nationalists,  whose 


appeals  for  segregated  "Afrocentric” 
schools  reduce  the  question  of  racist 
oppression  to  one  of  bad  "ideas,"  "cur- 
riculum" and  "values." 

Reading,  Writing  and 
Revolution 

Public  education  is  a historic  gain  of 
the  working  class,  won  through  hard 
struggle.  It  is  a sign  of  the  utter  decay 
of  capitalism  that  conditions  are  being 
rolled  back  to  the  19th  century,  when 
Marx  and  Engels  called  for  public  edu- 
cation as  a vital  democratic  demand 
aimed  at  breaking  the  old  aristocratic  pri- 
vate school  system  and  the  hold  of  the 
church.  The.  tenth  demand  of  the  1848 
Communist  Manifesto  called  for  "Free 
education  for  all  children  in  public 


the  majority  are  white.  But  like  every- 
thing in  capitalist  America,  the  attack  on 
education  has  a racist  edge. 

Black  people  have  never  been  treated 
as  equal  even  to  the  hideously  oppressed 
and  penniless  waves  of  diverse  immi- 
grants to  the  USA.  It  took  the  Civil  War 
to  establish  public  education  for  black 
people  in  this  country;  to  smash  the  slave 
system  in  which  teaching  black-skinned 
people  to  read  or  write  was  a crime  pun- 
ishable by  death.  Since  the  victory  of 
Northern  capitalism  in  the  Civil  War  and 
the  defeat  of  Radical  Reconstruction,  the 
black  population  has  been  compacted  as 
a doubly  oppressed  race-color  caste. 
While  a thin  layer  of  blacks  have  made 
it  into  the  middle  class,  their  hold  is  very 
tenuous — massive  layoffs  of  public 


Chicago  teachers 
strike,  1987. 

Black  Democratic 
mayors  like 
Harold  Washington 
acted  as  Reagan's 
enforcers  in 
vicious  slashing  of 
school  budgets. 


schools."  This  gain  fueled  the  growth  of 
dynamic  American  capitalism  a century 
ago  as  wave  after  wave  of  immigrants 
arrived  and  went  to  school. 

That  was  then.  Now,  as  a 1983  report 
on  education  (“A  Nation  at  Risk")  stated, 
"For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  the  educational  skills  [and  eco- 
nomic attainment)  of  one  generation  will 
not  surpass,  will  not  equal,  will  not  even 
approach,  those  of  their  parents."  Tens 
of  millions  of  people  are  struggling  to 
hang  on  to  their  nominal  status  of  "mid- 
dle class”  and  get  their  kids  a decent 
education.  And  millions  are  losing. 
Moreover,  on  every  index  of  economic 
distress  and  poverty — whether  it’s  un- 
employment, food  stamps  or  welfare — 


employees  threaten  them  in  particular — 
and  for  the  mass  of  the  black  population 
social  mobility  is  exactly  zero. 

In  this  country,  the  color  line  is  the 
dividing  line.  Light-skinned  Hispanics 
can  move  up — like  some  millionaire 
Cuban  gusanos  in  Miami — but  most 
dark-skinned  Puerto  Ricans  in  New 
York  or  Mexicans  in  Texas  are  en- 
trenched in  poverty.  Native  American 
Indians  are  relegated  to  lives  of  im- 
poverishment and  discrimination.  Child 
labor  is  back  with  a vengeance  in  the 
textile  sweatshops  as  a new  wave  of  des- 
perately impoverished  Asian  immigrants 
try  to  eke  out  an  existence  in  a country 
whose  language  and  culture  is  unknown 
to  them.  On  the  other  end,  the  elderly 


who  frugally  saved  for  retirement  now 
see  much  of  their  life  savings  go  out  the 
window  with  the  cut  in  interest  rates. 

The  situation  desperately  cries  out  for 
a massive  class-struggle  fight  on  behalf 
of  all  the  children  of  the  working  class 
and  poor.  Although  blacks,  Koreans. 
Arabs.  Hispanics  are  all  oppressed,  "the 
people  united"  is  by  no  means  a pre- 
ordained outcome  as  each  struggles 
for  a piece  of  the  shrinking  American 
pie.  Today,  racist  bourgeois  politicians 
appeal  to  Hispanics  as  a swing  group 
against  blacks,  while  black  nationalist 
demagogues  like  Louis  Farrakhan  and 
A1  Sharpton  whip  up  hatred  against 
Jewish.  Korean  and  Arab  people. 

The  answer  lies  in  building  a party 
like  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks. 
Before  the  1917  Revolution,  tsarist  Rus- 
sia was  a prison  house  of  peoples  of 
many  ethnicities  and  many  languages. 
By  building  a revolutionary  party  based 
on  the  social  power  of  labor,  with  a clear 
political  program  to  bring  that  ethnically 
diverse  working  class  to  power,  the  Bol- 
sheviks shattered  the  old  order  of  the 
landlords  and  the  capitalists. 

Knowledge  is  an  essential  weapon  in 
the  fight  for  social  equality,  and  there- 
fore education  as  a means  to  eliminate 
the  distinction  between  mental  and 
manual  labor  was  a key  goal  of  the 
Bolsheviks.  They  abolished  child  labor, 
instituted  compulsory  education  for  all 
children  and  made  literacy  mandatory 
for  everyone  through  the  age  of  50, 
reducing  the  workday  by  two  hours  for 
anyone  doing  such  study.  Tuition  was 
abolished,  along  with  all  academic  titles. 
With  the  political  counterrevolution  led 
by  Stalin,  many  of  the  Bolsheviks' edu- 
cation reforms  were  reversed  as  schools 
were  again  devoted  to  instilling  servility. 
Education  via  catechism  became  the 
norm  and  a major  pedagogic  text  was 
entitled  / Want  to  Be  Like  Stalin'. 

Despite  Stalinist  betrayal,  the  tremen- 
dous achievements  in  literacy  and  edu- 
cation. not  only  in  the  Soviet  Union,  but 
throughout  Eastern  Europe.  China  and 
Cuba,  show  that  a revolutionary  trans- 
formation of  society  is  the  genuine  pre- 
requisite to  achieving  education  for  the 
masses.  Today,  we  need  a workers  party 
to  fight  as  a tribune  of  the  people  for 
the  interests  of  all  the  oppressed.  Only 
the  destruction  of  the  capitalist  system 
and  the  creation  of  a workers  America 
will  strike  at  the  heart  of  racism  and 
achieve  equality  through  revolutionary 
integration  into  a socialist  society.  ■ 


Oakland... 

(continued  from  page  5) 
Reconstruction  is  portrayed  as  “extrem- 
ist,” with  standard  derogatory  carica- 
tures of  “carpetbaggers"  and  "scala- 
wags" who  simply  "added  to  the  angry 
feelings"  between  North  and  South.  The 
new  slate-approved  text,  America  Will 
Be  (1991),  includes  50  pages  on  slavery 
in  the  South,  but  deals  with  Reconstruc- 
tion by  skipping  it  entirely,  and  con- 
cludes with  gooey  idealism  that  "Slavery 
went  against  America’s  ideal  of  freedom. 
For  this  reason  it  had  to  end." 

One  Bay  Area  group,  Communities 
United  against  Racism  in  Education 
(CURE),  published  a critique  of  the 
Houghton  Mifflin  textbooks.  It  notes  that 
America  Will  Be  introduces  the  term 
"racism"  only  in  relation  to  treatment  of 
European  immigrants  in  the  late  1800s. 
But  in  criticizing  the  text,  CURE  objects 
to  use  of  the  term  “slave"  rather  than 
“African  people  held  in  captivity”  or 
“Black  people  forced  to  work  for  no  pay" 
or  “African  people  stolen  from  their  fam- 
ilies and  societies."  The  content  of  the 
state-approved  texts  generally  seems  to 
be  sappy  liberalism,  and  since  they 
uphold  the  present  racist  capitalist  sys- 
tem. they  must  lie.  But  attempts  to  lib- 
erate blacks  through  terminology  or 
rewriting  school  books  is  pure  idealism. 

Slavery,  of  course,  was  written  into 
the  U.S.  Constitution,  and  it  look  a sec- 


ond American  revolution,  the  Civil  War, 
to  overthrow  it.  Karl  Marx  and  Marxists 
have  written  much  on  this  crucial  issue 
in  American  history.  The  Spartacist 
League’s  Black  History  and  the  Class 
Struggle  pamphlet  series  has  highlighted 
the  history  of  fighters  like  John  Brown. 
Frederick  Douglass,  Toussaint  L’Ouver- 
ture  and  others.  This  revolutionary  his- 
tory will  not  be  taught  in  the  schools 
until  after  a victorious  socialist  revolu- 
tion. Those  who  think  that  they  can  force 
the  state  to  present  a "socially  and  cul- 
turally relevant  curriculum"  in  the  voice 
of  different  oppressed  groups  in  fact 
share  the  bourgeois  liberal  myth  that 
American  society  is  just  a conglomera- 
tion of  "constituencies." 

And  this  view  can  be  reactionary.  Thus 
CURE  complains  that  the  books  state 
that  "most  experts  support"  the  position 
that  the  first  Indians  in  America  came 
over  the  Bering  land  bridge  from  Asia, 
without  giving  "equal  time”  to  "tradi- 
tional Native  beliefs"  which  say  they 
sprang  from  the  earth  and  have  always 
been  here.  Columnist  David  Kirp 
remarked,  "It  goes  unnoticed  that  other 
creationists,  the  fundamentalists,  offer 
much  the  same  criticism  about  how  evo- 
lution is  taught"  ( San  Francisco  Examin- 
er Image  magazine.  24  February  1991). 

Most  American  public  school  text- 
books are  rank  exercises  in  ruling-class 
ideology.  They’re  shot  through  with 
vintage  Cold  War  anti-Communism. 
Thus  the  1983  fifth-grade  text  wrote: 


"Americans  had  long  been  worried 
about  the  worldwide  growth  of  commu- 
nism. The  take-over  of  Cuba  by  Fidel 
(fee-dell)  Castro  in  1959  added  to  those 
fears."  Where  they  see  "takeover."  the 
workers  and  peasants  of  Cuba  see  social 
revolution. 

The  new  California  guidelines  are  no 
exception,  emphasizing  the  "centrality 
of  Western  civilizations  as  the  source  of 
American  political  institutions,  laws  and 
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ideology."  California  school  superinten- 
dent Bill  Honig  is  perfectly  clear  on 
what's  allowed.  He  says.  "If  everything 
becomes  hostile  race  and  class  war- 
fare. we  are  going  to  lose  this  country. 
The  issue  is  not  multiculturalism.  We 
agree  with  that.  The  question  is.  Are 
you  also  going  to  talk  about  the  political 
and  moral  values  that  are  essential  for 
us  to  live  together?"  ("Class  Struggle," 
continued  on  page  8 
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Yeltsin... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 
denounced  Yeltsin’s  attempt  to  introduce 
capitalism  in  the  Soviet  Union.  This  eve- 
ning the  Trotskyists  will  protest  as  Yel- 
tsin hobnobs  with  Wall  Street  financiers 
at  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank. 

“Yeltsin  is  visiting  New  York  to  pay 
his  respects  to  his  paymasters  in  Wall 
Street  and  to  his  godfather  George 
Bush,”  said  Spartacist  spokesman  Len 
Meyers.  “I  have  just  returned  from 
Moscow  where  the  working  people  are 
getting  their  first  real  taste  of  what 
restoration  of  capitalism  would  mean. 
They  are  suffering  today  under  starvation 
policies  designed  by  Washington  and 
implemented  by  Yeltsin.  They  are  now 
facing  the  same  homelessness  and  unem- 
ployment we  see  around  us  here." 

The  meeting  of  heads  of  government 
at  the  UN  was  called  to  consecrate  Wash- 
ington's “New  World  Order.”  though 
“allies”  such  as  Germany  and  Japan  have 
their  own  ideas  of  what  this  order  should 
look  like.  The  seeds  are  already  being 
sown  for  new  interimperialist  conflicts. 

“Working  people,  blacks  and  other 
minorities  in  this  country  got  a good 


taste  of  what  this  ‘New  World  Order'  is 
all  about  last  year,”  said  New  York  tran- 
sit worker  Mary  Jo  Marino,  “when  we 
were  sent  to  slaughter  Iraqis.  Now  you're 
seeing  the  repercussions  of  the  disman- 
tling of  the  USSR.  Our  brothers  in  Cuba 
are  now  in  the  cross  hairs  of  Yankee  im- 
perialism, because  the  Soviet  Union  has 
pulled  out  aid."  "Our  duty  here  to  the 


Soviet  workers,"  she  said,  “is  to  bring 
out  the  working  class  to  fight  the  main 
enemy,  which  is  right  here  at  home.” 

A speaker  brought  greetings  from 
Soviet  supporters  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Internation- 
alist). “Today  in  the  Soviet  Union  we 
face  the  greatest  hour  of  danger.  Yeltsin 
is  carrying  out  the  culmination  of  the 


politics  of  Stalinism,  of  betrayal,  of  sub- 
servience to  imperialism.  He  is  preparing 
the  immiseration  of  the  working  people." 

The  demonstrators  chanted.  “Yeltsin 
and  Kravchuk  out  the  door— Lenin  and 
Trotsky’s  who  we’re  for!”  Yeltsin. 
Ukrainian  leader  Leonid  Kravchuk  and 
their  counterrevolutionary  counterparts 
in  the  other  republics  are  trying  to  tear 
apart  the  multinational  Soviet  working 
class  through  nationalist  fratricide  and 
anti-Semitism,  fueled  by  Gorbachev’s 
perestroika,  prepared  by  more  than  six 
decades  of  Stalinist  betrayal  and  today 
brought  to  fever  pitch  by  the  competing 
nationalist  governments  in  Moscow, 
Kiev  and  elsewhere. 

Spartacist  spokesman  Meyers  con- 
cluded: “Yeltsin  wants  to  put  the  Soviet 
Union  on  the  auction  block.  But  the 
Soviet  Union  belongs  to  the  working 
people  the  world  over,  and  we  say  it 
is  not  up  for  sale!  We  fight  to  defend 
the  gains  of  the  October  Revolution.  The 
International  Communist  League  is 
fighting  to  build  the  new  Bolshevik  party 
to  lead  the  workers  political  revolution 
to  sweep  away  the  counterrevolutionar- 
ies and  return  the  Soviet  Union  to  the 
internationalist  path  of  its  founders 
Lenin  and  Trotsky."  ■ 
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Oakland... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

New  York  Times  Magazine . 29  September 
1991).  What  he  means  is  accepting  the 
ruling  class’  rules  that  allow  them  to  live 
in  peace,  while  thousands  live  in  misery. 

History  Isn’t  Nice 

"The  history  of  all  past  society  has  con- 
sisted in  the  development  of  class  antag- 
onisms. antagonisms  that  assumed  dif- 
ferent forms  at  different  epochs.  But 
whatever  form  they  may  have  taken,  one 
fact  is  common  to  all  past  ages,  viz.,  the 
exploitation  of  one  part  of  society  by  the 
other." 

— Karl  Marx  and  Frederick 
Engels,  Manifesto  of  the 
Communist  Party  (1848) 

Ironically,  the  principal  historian  for 
the  Houghton  Mifflin  books,  UCLA 
professor  Gary  Nash,  has  a reputation  as 
a left-liberal  "multiculturalist.”  But  he 
does  like  a happy  ending.  “You  can  turn 
American  history  into  a story  of  unre- 
mitting oppression  of  exploited  minori- 
ties." Nash  told  an  interviewer.  “That's 
just  as  distorted  as  the  old  view."  He’s 
one  of  those  types  Marx  described  in 
the  Communist  Manifesto  as  "a  part  of 
the  bourgeoisie... desirous  of  redressing 
social  grievances,  in  order  to  secure  the 
continued  existence  of  bourgeois  society. 
To  this  section  belong  economists,  phi- 
lanthropists, humanitarians,  improvers 
of  the  condition  of  the  working  class, 
organisers  of  charity,  members  of  socie- 
ties for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  ani- 
mals, temperance  fanatics,  hole-and- 
corner  reformers  of  every  imaginable 
kind.”  California's  full  of  them — and  we 
can  add  today’s  “multiculturalists"  to 
this  list. 

Karl  Marx  was  profoundly  right  when 
he  wrote  that  “being  determines  con- 


sciousness.” The  black  cultural  nation- 
alists and  liberal  multiculturalists  stand 
this  on  its  head  and  argue  that  conscious- 
ness determines  being — i.e,  that  chang- 
ing the  ideas  that  kids  are  taught  in 
school  will  somehow  change  the  reality 
of  racial  oppression  and  discrimination 
in  society  at  large.  American  children 
increasingly  are  unable  to  read,  write  or 
do  basic  arithmetic,  because  this  capital- 
ist society  has  no  work  for  them  to  do. 
and  callously  throws  away  millions  of 
young  lives.  That  is  not  the  least  of  the 
reasons  why  the  bourgeoisie  is  incom- 
petent and  unfit  to  rule  this  planet.  ■ 

Korean 

Workers... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

The  next  day  the  company  tried  to 
march  a thousand  scabs  and  managers 
into  the  plant.  They  were  decisively 
repulsed  by  a mass  union  defense  guard, 
sporting  red  headbands  and  calling  them- 
selves “righteous  self-defense  fighters," 
who  ran  off  the  scabs  with  a barrage  of 
nuts  and  bolts.  Thousands  of  other  work- 
ers, armed  with  steel  pipes,  stood  guard 
at  all  14  gates,  dug  in  behind  barricades 
constructed  of  fire  engines,  cars  and 
parts,  including  tires  and  doors.  These 
were  no  Mickey  Mouse  "symbolic”  or 
“informational”  leaky  pickets — Hyundai 
workers  were  playing  hardball:  their 
picket  lines  unequivocally  said  "Don't 
Cross!”  With  their  plant  occupation,  one 
of  labor’s  most  potent  weapons,  the 
workers  directly  challenged  the  capital- 
ists’ property  “rights." 

But  five  days  later  the  union  leaders 
called  off  the  strike  under  the  pressure 
of  an  unyielding  management,  who  hard- 


lined  the  negotiations  and  prepared  a 
massive  military  assault  to  oust  the  strik- 
ers. The  government  mobilized  12.000 
riot  cops  in  the  Ulsan  area,  with  report- 
edly over  30,000  combat  troops  in 
reserve.  As  the  government  prepared  to 
unleash  its  assault  forces,  including  ten 
helicopter  units  by  air  and  six  police 
boats  by  sea,  the  workers  escaped  over- 
night in  small  groups.  In  the  wake  of  the 
strike,  hundreds  of  workers  face  victim- 
ization at  the  hands  of  the  brutal  South 
Korean  regime.  Hands  off  Hyundai 
workers  and  union  leaders!  Release  the 
jailed  militants! 

To  win  against  the  giant  chaebols  like 
Hyundai  requires  a sweeping  mobiliza- 
tion of  workers  power.  The  “big  four” — 
Hyundai.  Daewoo,  Samsung  and  Lucky 
Goldstar — account  for  over  half  of  the 
country’s  GNP.  Hyundai  produces  70 
percent  of  all  auto  exports.  Strikes  must 
be  spread  throughout  Hyundai's  indus- 
trial empire,  especially  appealing  to  the 
militant  shipyard  workers  who  staged  a 
plant  occupation  in  1990  (see  “Hyundai 
Workers  Battle  Troops,"  WV  No.  501, 
4 May  1990).  Calls  to  dock  and  transport 
workers  to  refuse  to  handle  Hyundai 
automobiles  and  on  workers  in  supplier 
industries  to  choke  off  parts  can  shut 
down  Hyundai’s  operations — nothing  in 
and  nothing  out — and  undercut  the  bour- 
geoisie’s strategy  of  massing  their  armed 
forces  at  one  location. 

Militant  “hot-cargo"  actions  must  be 
spread  internationally  to  Japanese  work- 
ers employed  by  the  parent  Japanese  cor- 
porations who  operate  the  “free  trade” 
zone  in  Massan,  and  to  the  American 
working  class.  Support  to  Hyundai 
workers  would  cut  across  the  vicious 
protectionism  spewed  by  the  “AFL- 
CIA”  sellouts. 

American  workers  must  also  fight  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  40,000  U.S.  troops, 
whose  military  power  props  up  the 
bloodsoaked  South  Korean  police  state. 
Hyundai  has  close  ties  to  U.S.  imperial- 
ism and  was  a major  contractor  for  the 
Pentagon  in  its  bloody  war  against  Viet- 
nam. The  combative  South  Korean  pro- 
letariat has  repeatedly  shown  its  fighting 
capacity;  what  they  don’t  have  is  a rev- 
olutionary leadership  to  organize  the 
working  class  in  a fight  for  power.  Such 
a program  would  be  popular  among  mil- 
itant workers  who  hate  the  chaebols  and 
the  corrupt  Roh  regime. 

Despite  the  fact  that  in  the  last  three 
years  over  1,000  labor  unions  have  been 
decertified  and  a massive  police  force 
has  been  built — with  plans  to  expand  by 
over  50  percent  in  the  next  five  years — 
South  Korea  has  had  wave  upon  wave 
of  militant  strikes.  pro-North  Korea 
demonstrations  and  now  the  formation 
of  openly  socialist  political  parties 


(which  are  prohibited  by  law). 

During  the  sit-down  strike  three  trade 
unionists  were  arrested,  "suspected  of 
having  attempted  to  establish  a political 
party  for  workers,  tentatively  named 
•Workers  Party.’  with  a pro-communist 
platform"  ( Korea  Times , 19  January). 
The  Workers  Party,  which  was  launched 
at  a Seoul  rally  on  the  19th.  has  report- 
edly organized  underground  networks  of 
several  hundred  labor  activists  in  eleven 
cities,  including  Ulsan.  Police  were  also 
going  after  a second  leftist  group,  the 
Socialist  Workers  League,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Hyundai  strike.  Last  year 
cops  claim  to  have  uncovered  "revolu- 
tionary underground  rings"  of  the  SWL. 
imprisoning  for  life  the  group's  leader. 
Park  Ki  Pyong.  The  international  work- 
ing class  must  come  to  the  aid  of  these 
victimized  socialists,  who  face  torture  at 
the  hands  of  the  notorious  South  Korean 
police. 

While  the  bourgeois  opposition  con- 
tinues to  push  for  installing  a democratic 
fa9ade  on  the  brutal  South  Korean  police 
state,  they  stand  with  U.S.  imperialism 
and  support  the  continued  presence  of 
U.S.  troops.  The  working  class  must 
junk  any  illusions  in  these  parliamentary 
hustlers  or  in  the  pipe  dream  of  creating 
a stable  bourgeois  democracy.  Only 
socialist  revolution  can  end  the  brutal 
South  Korean  capitalist  regime,  and  this 
requires  the  construction  of  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party,  both  working  under- 
ground and  participating  in  the  fight  for 
the  legal  existence  of  the  workers  move- 
ment, to  lead  this  struggle. 

The  combative  Korean  workers  in  the 
South  and  the  deformed  workers  state  in 
the  North  are  major  thorns  in  the  side 
of  Bush’s  "New  World  Order.”  The  dude 
ranch  cowboy  in  the  White  House  along 
with  a chorus  of  newly  bold  Japanese 
imperialists  want  to  reverse  the  verdict 
of  the  Korean  War — in  which  over 
three  million  Koreans  were  massacred. 
They’re  demanding  that  the  North 
Korean  deformed  workers  state  roll  over 
and  play  dead  and  submit  to  extensive 
nuclear  inspections,  like  defeated  Iraq. 
The  bosses  in  New  York  and  Tokyo, 
along  with  their  henchmen  in  Seoul, 
would  like  to  annex  North  Korea  in  a 
replay  of  the  Fourth  Reich’s  Anschluss 
of  the  DDR. 

Militant  class  struggle  in  South  Korea 
can  spike  imperialism’s  drive  for  a 
bloody  capitalist  reunification  of  Korea. 
For  military  defense  of  North  Korea 
against  imperialist  attack!  U.S.  troops 
out  of  South  Korea!  For  revolutionary 
reunification  of  Korea  through  political 
revolution  in  the  North  to  oust  the  Sta- 
linist cult  of  Kim  II  Sung’s  dynasty,  and 
socialist  revolution  in  the  South  to  crush 
the  repressive  capitalist  dictatorship!  ■ 
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Algeria... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

mass  of  jobless  youth — overthrow  the 
army/FLN  regime  and  sweep  away  the 
reactionary  FIS"  (Lc  Bolchfxik  No.  1 12. 
July-August  1991). 

Algeria  is  balanced  on  a razor’s  edge 
as  the  bloody  officer  corps  faces  off 
against  the  sinister  fundamentalist  move- 
ment. The  National  Liberation  Front, 
which  has  monopolized  power  since 
gaining  independence  from  French  im- 
perialism (in  1962],  is  at  the  end  of  its 
rope.  The  Islamic  fundamentalist  FIS 
feeds  off  the  economic  misery  of  the 
masses.  Whatever  Algeria  has  in  the  way 
of  bourgeois  democrats,  modern  petty 
bourgeoisie  and  reformists,  all  look  for 
salvation  to  the  army,  barely  camou- 
flaged behind  a "High  State  Council." 
Today  the  military  command  is  poised, 
looking  for  the  slightest  pretext  to  decree 
a state  of  siege  and  throttle  the  opposi- 
tion. In  the  guise  of  exorcising  the 
fundamentalist  danger,  this  will  slam 
shut  the  limited  political  opening  which 
Algeria  has  experienced  since  October 
1988 — not  only  elections,  but  also  the 
opportunity  for  activity,  debate  and 
regroupmeni  op  the  left.  If  the  FIS  seems 
hesitant  to  throw  its  forces  into  the 
streets,  this  is  because  it  is  far  from  sure 
of  winning  a civil  war.  Still,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  ignore  the  continuing  possibil- 
ity of  an  entente  between  the  army  (or 
a part  of  it)  and  the  Islamic  fundamen- 
talists— or  of  the  army  appropriating  the 
program  of  the  FIS.  The  situation  could 
shift  at  any  moment. 

In  the  first  round  of  voting  last 
December  26.  the  FIS  won  188  seats, 
far  outdistancing  the  ruling  FLN.  which 
obtained  only  15  seats,  and  virtually 
assuring  themselves  a strong  majority 
after  the  second  round.  The  FIS  had  cam- 
paigned on  the  slogan,  "No  Laws,  No 
Constitution,  Only  the  Laws  of  God  and 
the  Koran."  FIS  leaders  triumphantly 
demanded  that  their  opponents  “an- 
nounce your  repentance  publicly."  The 
terrifying  prospect  of  a party  taking 
power  which  is  determined  to  impose  its 
obscurantist  “order"  by  terror — the 
prison  of  the  veil  and  the  total  exclusion 
of  women  from  social  life,  the  stoning 
of  women  accused  of  adultery  and  cut- 
ting off  the  hands  of  thieves,  the  oppres- 
sion of  Berber-speakers.  the  crushing  of 
the  workers  movement — raised  the  spec- 
tre across  North  Africa  of  a repeat  of 
Khomeini’s  Iran. 

There  are  nevertheless  considerable 
differences  between  Iran  1979  and  Alge- 
ria 1992.  To  take  power  after  a bloody 
contest  with  the  shah’s  army  which 
ended  in  an  accord,  Khomeini  was  able, 
in  order  to  gather  behind  him  a move- 
ment of  millions,  to  count  on  two  key 
trump  cards  which  the  FIS  lacks:  the  sup- 
port of  a well-organized  clergy  linked  to 
an  influential  sector  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
and  above  all  the  criminal  (and  suicidal) 
support  of  the  entire  Iranian  "left,"  from 
the  Stalinists  of  the  Tudeh  (CP)  to  the 
pseudo-Trotskyists  linked  to  the  interna- 
tional organizations  supported  by  the 
Algerian  PT  (Workers  Party)  and  PST 
(Socialist  Workers  Party). 
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Fundamentalist 
leader  Abassi 
Madani,  since 
jailed  by  military, 
addresses 
supporters  in 
Algiers. 


In  Algeria,  the  threat  of  the  FIS  taking 
power  has  introduced  into  the  society  a 
deep  bipolarization.  On  the  one  hand, 
leading  up  to  the  elections,  the  FIS  twice 
organized  sinister  mass  demonstrations 
of  over  100,000  in  the  capital.  On  the 
other  hand,  spurred  by  fear  of  the  FIS 
victory.  300,000  people  demonstrated  on 
January  2 against  the  FIS — possibly  the 
largest  demonstration  in  Algeria  since  in- 
dependence. The  demonstration,  whose 


women,  the  working  class  and  linguistic 
minorities  to  their  uniformed  bourgeois 
oppressors  will  not  crush  fundamentalist 
reaction.  The  only  way  is  to  resolutely 
fight  for  workers  power,  notably  by 
forming  workers  self-defense  groups  and 
militias  to  put  the  fundamentalist  thugs 
out  of  action  and  for  self-defense  against 
army  repression,  and  by  forming  organs 
of  workers  power  (soviets)  and  putting 
on  the  agenda  the  fight  for  a workers 


Women  on 
Algerian  street. 
Fundamentalists 
seek  to  force 
the  oppression 
of  the  veil 
and  seclusion 
on  emancipated 
women. 


slogan  was  "save  democracy,”  was 
called  by  the  Front  of  Socialist  Forces 
(FFS),  a bourgeois  opposition  party 
essentially  based  in  the  Berber-speaking 
areas,  which  won  25  seats  in  December’s 
first-round  elections.  The  demonstration 
was  also  supported  by  a popular-front 
coalition  of  class  collaboration,  the 
National  Committee  to  Save  Algeria 
(CNSA),  which  extends  from  the  main 
trade-union  federation,  the  General 
Union  of  Algerian  Workers  (UGTA). 
long  controlled  (and  still  partially  today) 
by  the  FLN,  to  the  public  and  private 
employers  associations  and  the  Stalinist 
party  (PAGS).  This  coalition  was  quickly 
joined  by  dozens  of  professional  asso- 
ciations (teachers,  doctors,  engineers, 
journalists),  women’s  groups,  sports 
groups.  They  wanted  to  "save  democ- 
racy.” How?  By  annulling  the  election 
results  and  banning  fundamentalist  par- 
ties— a barely  veiled  call  for  army 
intervention. 

So  those  whose  political  horizon  does 
not  extend  beyond  a hypothetical  dem- 
ocratic bourgeois  state  flee  in  panic  into 
the  embrace  of  the  bloody  butchers  of 
October  1988!  But  “unity”  which  in  the 
name  of  parliamentary  reformism  ties 


and  peasants  government  which  would 
expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  and  cancel 
the  imperialist  debt.  When  the  proletariat 
intervenes  resolutely  under  its  own  ban- 
ner in  the  struggle  for  power,  it  will 
be  able  to  break,  or  at  least  neutralize, 
the  FIS’  influence  over  a section  of  the 
plebeian  masses  whose  desperation  is 
manipulated  by  these  demagogues.  But 
to  achieve  this,  the  working  class  must 
free  itself  from  the  perfidious  bonds  of 
class  collaboration.  It  needs  an  intran- 
sigent revolutionary  general  staff,  a 
Leninist-Trotskyist  vanguard  party. 

Algeria  is  a classic — negative — con- 
firmation of  Trotsky’s  theory  and  pro- 
gram of  permanent  revolution,  of  which 
the  October  Revolution  is  the  classic  vic- 
torious example:  in  the  countries  of 
belated  bourgeois  development,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  neocolonial  countries, 
only  the  working  class  led  by  a Bolshe- 
vik party  can  put  itself  at  the  head  of 
the  oppressed  to  achieve  the  democratic 
tasks  and  national  liberation,  by  over- 
throwing the  "national"  bourgeoisie — 
which  is  ruining  the  country,  starving 
and  repressing  the  masses  on  behalf 
of  the  imperialist  bloodsuckers — and 
installing  the  dictatorship  of  the  prole- 


tariat. Socialist  revolution  in  Algeria  will 
tend  to,  and  must  necessarily,  extend  to 
all  of  the  Maghreb  (North  Africa).  For 
the  Socialist  United  States  of  the  Ma- 
ghreb! And  its  shock  wave  will  spread 
to  the  former  colonial  power.  France, 
where  workers  of  Algerian  and  North 
African  origin  are  a key  part  of  the  work- 
ing class.  By  breaking  the  chains  of 
imperialist  oppression,  world  proletar- 
ian revolution  will  make  it  possible  to 
address  the  tasks  of  economic,  social  and 
cultural  development,  in  the  framework 
of  international  economic  planning. 

The  Army  and  the 
Fundamentalists 

The  FIS  leadership  tested  its  strength 
last  June  against  the  army — and  lost.  The 
worsening  of  living  conditions  for  the 
people  led  the  country  to  the  point  of 
explosion,  with  strikes  in  the  spring  by 
key  industrial  sectors.  The  fundamental- 
ists’ call  during  the  legislative  election 
campaign  for  an  "unlimited"  general 
strike  was  totally  ignored  by  the  working 
class  (except  city  workers  in  the  munic- 
ipalities controlled  by  the  FIS).  FIS  lead- 
ers Abassi  Madani  and  Ali  Belhaj  were 
arrested  (they  still  await  trial  before  a 
military  court),  along  with  thousands  of 
supporters,  as  the  army  raided  mosques, 
offices  and  homes.  While  the  organized 
working  class  turned  its  back  on  the  FIS. 
the  population  of  the  poor  quarters 
erected  barricades  and  fought  running 
battles  with  the  army,  which  brought  in 
tanks  and  shot  down  dozens  of  people. 

Some  six  months  later,  faced  with  the 
prospect  of  an  FIS  majority  in  parlia- 
ment. FLN  leaders  began  to  negotiate 
over  the  terms  of  an  agreement  for 
"cohabitation”  (joint  rule)  with  the  fun- 
damentalists. among  whose  conditions 
was  a purge  of  the  army  chiefs.  More- 
over. growing  agitation  against  the  FIS 
worried  the  military  commanders.  Le 
Monde  (12-13  January)  noted:  "Work 
stoppages  are  foreseen  in  the  coming 
days.  Gathering  at  the  House  of  the  Peo- 
ple. several  hundred  women  demanded 
that  the  elections  be  annulled  and  issued 
a call  for  a national  strike."  In  the  name 
of  preserving  “national  unity,"  the  mili- 
tary high  command  decided  to  move  in 
to  prevent  the  danger  of  "chaos.”  Chadli 
obediently  “resigned"  and  a hastily  put 
together  "High  Security  Council"  took 
over,  composed  of  a number  of  "person- 
alities" practically  unknown  to  the 
immense  majority  of  Algerians,  and 
whose  only  merit  is  in  not  having  taken 
part  in  the  corruption.  The  real  power 
on  the  Council  is  represented  by  the 
army’s  man.  General  Khaled  Nezzar. 
who  was  responsible  for  the  state  of 
siege  that  began  last  June. 

All  political  parties  have  been  thrown 
into  opposition,  including  the  FLN, 
which  didn’t  hesitate  to  denounce  the 
new  regime  as  "anti-constitutional."  The 
continued  on  page  10 
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FIS  leaders,  meanwhile,  have  refrained 
until  now  from  calling  demonstrations 
and  have  adopted  a more  "conciliatory” 
attitude,  persuaded  in  part  by  a series  of 
arrests.  The  first  declaration  of  the  FIS 
leadership  after  the  cancellation  of  elec- 
tions called  on  the  Algerian  people  "to 
arm  themselves  with  vigilance  and  pru- 
dence" (Le  Monde,  15  January).  This 
was  interpreted  by  some  as  an  appeal  for 
insurrection  (e.g.,  the  14  January  Alger 
Republicain  headlined,  “The  FIS  Wants 
to  Lead  the  Country  into  Civil  War"). 
But  the  FIS  leadership  announced  that 
it  was  going  to  call  on  the  courts  to  eval- 
uate the  “constitutionality”  of  the  mili- 
tary coup! 

Formed  barely  two  years  ago  by  the 
fusion  of  a conglomerate  of  reactionary 
fundamentalist  groups,  the  FIS  lacks — 
for  the  moment — the  organization  and 
cadres  necessary  to  take  and  keep  power. 
Unlike  Iran,  where  the  (180,000-strong) 
Shi'ite  clergy  provided  Khomeini  with 
a ready-made  party  apparatus,  Algeria’s 
fundamentalists  were  drawn  from  dispa- 
rate university  groups  and  circles  cen- 
tered on  various  mosques,  until  the  youth 
upsurge  of  October  1988  allowed  them 
to  acquire  a base  among  the  youth. 

Clearly  the  FIS  leaders  are,  at  least 
for  now,  hesitating  to  launch  a direct  con- 
frontation with  the  army,  but  they  will 
have  a tough  time  (if  that’s  really  their 
intention)  keeping  a leash  on  their  unruly 
troops  for  long.  This  is  particularly  true 
of  “hardline”  elements  who  are  itching 
for  an  armed  confrontation,  such  as 
those  who  call  themselves  “Afghans” — 
the  hundreds  of  Algerian  reactionaries 
who  fought  in  Afghanistan  against  the 
Soviet  Army,  the  modernizing  national- 
ists, and  women  freed  from  the  veil.  On 
November  28,  on  the  eve  of  the  elec- 


2  January  1992—300,000  marched  in 
victory  and  to  "save  democracy." 

with  violence,  to  impose  Koranic  prohi- 
bitions against  alcohol  and  enforce 
observance  of  religious  holidays,  among 
both  its  members  and  the  general  popu- 
lation. In  the  1958  “Battle  of  the  Veils," 
wearing  the  ha' ik  (facial  veil),  a sym- 
bol of  female  seclusion,  became  a 
nationalist  banner  against  Western  influ- 
ence. A considerable  number  of  the 
ulema  (Muslim  religious  authorities) 
joined  the  FLN,  and  some  became 
leaders. 

After  coming  to  power,  the  FLN 
declared  Islam  to  be  the  state  religion; 
the  government  Ministry  of  Religious 
Affairs  controls  the  mosques,  paying  the 
salaries  of  the  personnel  and  training  the 
imams.  The  FLN’s  preaching  of  “Islamic 
socialism”  was  taken  up  by  its  supporters 
such  as  Stalinist  leader  Bashir  Hajj  Ali. 


Pelissier/Reuters 

Algiers  against  fundamentalist  electoral 


J&-!  - - T 

Chesnot/Sipa 

Algerian  and  Moroccan  immigrant  workers  in  France,  concentrated  in  key 
industries  including  auto,  are  among  most  militant  sectors  of  working  class. 


tion  campaign,  a group  of  "Afghans” 
was  responsible  for  an  attack  on  the 
Algerian-Tunisian  border  post  of  Guem- 
mar,  killing  and  savagely  mutilating 
three  gendarmes.  The  army  struck  back, 
killing  two  dozen  fundamentalists  and 
arresting  a hundred.  Since  the  military 
takeover  there  have  been  scattered  re- 
ports of  armed  attacks.  If  the  Red  Army, 
pulled  out  of  Afghanistan  by  the  traitor 
Gorbachev,  had  settled  accounts  with 
the  mullahs,  these  "Afghans"  would  not 
be  spreading  their  reactionary  terror  in 
Algeria  today! 

The  FLN,  Islamic 
Fundamentalism  and 
the  Woman  Question 

The  thoroughly  discredited  FLN 
regime  tried  to  stave  off  its  demise  by 
posing  as  the  last  barrier  able  to  prevent 
the  victory  of  medieval  barbarism — and 
then  sought  an  agreement  with  the  FIS. 
Yet  from  the  beginning  of  the  struggle 
against  French  colonialism,  the  FLN  in 
the  name  of  Arab  nationalism  glorified 
Islamic  traditions.  During  the  war  of  in- 
dependence, the  FLN  sought,  sometimes 
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who  counseled  his  followers  to  have  “the 
Qur'an  in  one  hand  and  Das  Kapital  in 
the  other”  (see  James  Piscatori  [ed.  1. 
Islam  in  the  Political  Process  [1983]). 
Government  decrees  prohibited  sales  of 
alcohol  to  Muslims.  During  the  month 
of  Ramadan,  anyone  who  “looks  Arab" 
and  goes  to  one  of  the  few  restaurants 
which  stay  open  during  this  month  of 
fasting  risks  having  to  show  his  identity 
card  to  the  police. 

Under  the  FLN,  Islamic  law  has  been 
wielded  most  forcefully  against  women. 
The  discrimination  and  social  pressures 
make  it  very  rare  for  Algerian  women 
to  escape  the  confines  of  domestic  slav- 
ery and  take  jobs  outside  the  home.  Thus 
although  more  than  10,000  women  par- 
ticipated in  the  guerrilla  struggle  (ac- 
cording to  Djamila  Amrane.  Les  femmes 
algtriennes  dans  la  guerre  [1991]), 
today  women  are  barely  7 percent  of  the 
workforce.  Until  the  law  was  overturned 
last  fall,  married  women  in  practice  did 
not  have  the  right  to  vote  since  their  hus- 
bands could — and  did — vote  “by  proxy" 
in  their  stead.  The  latest  Family  Code, 
adopted  in  June  1984,  is  largely  based 


on  the  shari’a  (Koranic  law),  allowing 
polygamy,  permitting  men  to  divorce  by 
simply  “repudiating"  a wife,  requiring  a 
married  woman  to  grant  her  husband 
"obedience.”  and  relegating  women  to 
the  status  of  permanent  minors,  subject 
to  the  guardianship  of  their  fathers  and 
husbands.  We  Trotskyists  demand:  Abo- 
lition of  the  Family  Code,  the  complete 
separation  of  church  and  state!  Imams, 
cops,  judges  out  of  the  bedroom!  No  to 
the  imposition  of  the  veil! 

The  fundamentalists  were  able  to 
recruit  and  mobilize  in  the  mosques  and 
schools — often  in  physical  confronta- 
tions with  leftist  or  Berber-speaking 
opponents — largely  as  a result  of  FLN- 
sponsored  drives  for  greater  Islamic  con- 
formity. In  the  early  1970s,  the  FLN 
launched  an  "Arabization”  campaign  to 
impose  the  use  of  classical  Arabic  in  edu- 
cation and  the  state  administration. 
Directed  above  all  against  the  Berber- 
speaking  people  (of  the  Kabylia  region), 
the  policy  of  forced  “Arabization"  also, 
by  limiting  the  teaching  of  French,  can 
only  further  cut  off  Algerian  youth  from 
international  culture,  as  well  as  from 
Algerian  immigrant  workers  and  their 
children  in  France.  However,  since  clas- 
sical Arabic  is  quite  different  from  the 
Algerian  dialect,  much  of  the  population 
can  only  understand  the  government’s 
Arab-language  broadcasts  with  diffi- 
culty, or  not  at  all,  and  watch  French 
television  instead.  Forequality  of  all  lan- 
guages in  use.  including  French! 

To  implement  this  “Arabic  only"  cam- 
paign the  government  hired  teachers  in 
the  Near  East,  many  of  whom  were  part 
of  the  reactionary  Muslim  Brotherhood. 
The  fundamentalists  then  seized  upon 
the  grievances  of  students  studying  in 
Arabic  who  were  protesting  the  lack  of 
career  openings  in  a country  where 
French  is  the  working  language  for  prac- 
tically all  administrative  jobs  in  nation- 
alized industry  and  government.  Also  in 
the  1970s.  the  government  proposed  a 
Family  Code,  and  debates  around  this 
became  a launching  pad  for  the  funda- 
mentalist sects,  which  attacked,  often 
violently,  leftist  and  feminist  opponents. 
By  the  early  ’80s.  groups  of  fundamen- 
talists were  carrying  out  attacks  on 
women  in  Western  dress,  destroying  liq- 
uor stores  and  raiding  restaurants  which 
stayed  open  during  Ramadan.  FIS  leader 
Ali  Belhaj  declared: 

“The  natural  place  of  women  is  the 
home . ...  If  we  are  in  a true  Islamic  soci- 
ety. the  woman  is  not  destined  to  work. 
Thus  she  will  not  leave  the  home,  so  that 
she  can  devote  herself  to  the  great  mis- 
sion of  educating  the  men.  Woman  is  a 
reproducer  of  men." 

— Horizons,  23  February  1989 
The  breakthrough  for  Algerian  funda- 
mentalists from  circles  centered  in  the 
universities  and  around  the  mosques  to 
an  organized  force  with  the  beginning 
of  a mass  base  came  with  the  sponta- 
neous upsurge  of  Algiers  youth  in  Octo- 


ber 1988.  Fundamentalist  groups  organ- 
ized several  of  the  large  demonstrations 
of  plebeian  youth  which  were  fired 
upon  by  the  police.  Several  fundamen- 
talist leaders  including  the  demagogic 
preacher  Ali  Belhaj  were  called  upon  by 
President  Benjedid  to  present  the  griev- 
ances of  the  insurgent  youth.  This  laid 
the  basis  for  the  formation  of  the  FIS 
and  its  legalization  by  the  government. 
Having  sown  the  seeds,  through  vicious 
repression  and  demagogically  playing 
the  Islamic  card,  the  FLN  is  now  reaping 
the  whirlwind  of  fundamentalist  frenzy. 

In  Algeria,  the  woman  question  is  the 
decisive  front  where  the  battle  will  be 
fought  between  the  forces  of  reaction 
and  the  only  progressive  class,  the  pro- 
letariat. mobilized  under  the  leadership 
of  a vanguard  party.  For  women’s  liber- 
ation through  socialist  revolution! 

The  FLN  and  the  Army 
in  the  Service  of  the 
Bloodsucking  IMF 

Under  the  regime  of  the  bourgeois 
nationalists  of  the  FLN,  the  most  appall- 
ing expressions  of  social  backwardness 
coexist  with  a powerful  proletariat  cen- 
tered in  manufacturing,  oil,  steel  and 
other  modem  industries.  Last  April  these 
workers  demonstrated  their  social  power 
in  a two-day  general  strike  against  the 
government’s  vicious  austerity  program, 
shutting  down  the  country.  It  is  desper- 
ately necessary  to  forge  a Trotskyist 
party,  rooted  in  this  combative  proletar- 
iat, to  mobilize  this  power  in  the  struggle 
for  workers  revolution. 

Algeria  is  caught  in  the  vise  of  impe- 
rialist extortion  and  exploitation  which 
is  squeezing  the  lifeblood  out  of  the 
population.  The  imperialists  who  de- 
stroyed Iraq,  and  who  eagerly  proclaim 
the  "death  of  Communism"  in  the  East, 
see  the  way  open  to  untrammeled  and 
even  more  brutal  exploitation  of  the 
neocolonial  countries. 

Some  $8  billion  a year — fully  two- 
thirds  of  oil  and  gas  revenues,  the  only 
source  of  hard  currency — is  poured  into 
the  coffers  of  international  banks  as  ser- 
vice on  Algeria’s  enormous  debt  (nearly 
$25  billion).  The  other  third  goes  for 
food,  most  of  which  must  be  imported. 
Consequently  there  is  no  hard  currency 
to  pay  for  maintenance  technicians  and 
the  spare  parts  which  must  be  imported 
from  the  imperialist  countries  that  built 
most  of  Algeria's  "turnkey"  factories. 
As  a result,  even  according  to  official 
figures,  unemployment  is  at  least  23 
percent.  IMF-imposed  reforms  aimed  at 
"rationalizing”  and  privatizing  part  of 
the  public  sector  are  already  provoking 
new  layoffs. 

Recently,  the  bloodsuckers  of  the  IMF 
imposed  on  Algeria  an  end  to  food  sub- 
sidies and  a 75  percent  devaluation  of 
the  dinar,  which  will  further  drive  up  the 
cost  of  food  and  other  necessities.  With 
the  1962  Treaty  of  Evian.  the  FLN 
regime  which  emerged  from  the  war  of 
independence  established  neocolonial 
ties  with  the  former  metropole,  France. 
Algeria’s  natural  gas  and  oil  production, 
particularly  after  the  oil  “price  explo- 
sion” of  the  1970s.  financed  an  ambi- 
tious industrialization  program.  But  with 
oil  prices  falling  in  the  '80s.  the  impe- 
rialist pillage  threw  the  country  into  a 
downward  economic  spiral. 

Cities  like  Algiers  are  choking  with  a 
generation  who  spend  their  lives  hanging 
out  on  street  corners  or  selling  T-shirts 
on  the  sidewalk,  while  the  millionaire 
profiteers  of  Algerian  "socialism"  cruise 
in  their  Mercedes  limousines.  The  Alge- 
rian bourgeoisie  denies  a whole  social 
layer,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  desper- 
ate youth,  the  right  to  a real  education 
(less  than  4 percent  of  each  generation 
get  through  the  baccalaureat  [the  exam 
which  opens  the  door  to  technical  train- 
ing and  college]).  This  provides  a ready 
audience  for  the  demagogic  populism  of 
the  FIS — and  their  promise  of  vengeance 
against  the  corrupt  mandarins  of  the 
FLN. 

In  the  former  colonial  metropole,  the 
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Down  With  Theocratic  Censorship! 

Egyptian  Court  Bans  Novel, 
Convicts  Author  Alla  Hamed 


Egyptian  novelist  Alla  Hamed,  to- 
gether with  his  publisher  and  book 
distributor,  were  sentenced  to  eight 
years  in  prison  on  charges  of  “ blas- 
phemy" against  Islam  in  his  book  The 
Distance  in  a Man’s  Mind.  Last  spring 
a government  court  dismissed  the 
charge  but  referred  the  case  to  a spe- 
cial emergency  security  court.  On  De- 
cember 25,  after  a 30- minute  hearing 
and  one-hour  recess  the  special  court 
issued  its  guilty  verdict.  The  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  has  sent  a letter 
of  protest  to  the  Egyptian  embassy 
demanding  the  charges  be  dismissed. 

1 February  1992 

Embassy  of  Egypt 

Dear  Mr.  Ambassador: 

The  conviction  of  novelist  Alla 
Hamed  by  an  Egyptian  special  secu- 
rity court  and  the  sentence  of  eight 
years  in  prison  for  "blasphemy”  in  his 
novel  The  Distance  in  a Man's  Mind 
is  an  international  outrage.  The  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  demands 
that  all  charges  against  the  author,  as 
well  as  his  publisher  and  book  dis- 
tributor, be  immediately  dropped! 

The  sentence  imposed  by  the  court 
established  under  decade-old  "emer- 
gency decrees"  represents  shameful 
pandering  to  the  ultraright  Islamic 
religious  reactionaries.  This  shocking 


sentence  recalls  the  decades-long 
attempt  to  silence  Egyptian  feminist 
author  Nawal  El-Saadawi.  imprisoned 
for  months  under  the  Sadat  regime, 
and  whose  book  The  Hidden  Face  of 
Eve  is  still  banned  in  Egypt. 

Book-banning  and  the  imprison- 
ment of  writers  under  religious  cover 
has  a long  tradition  in  the  West,  noto- 
riously the  Inquisition  and  Index  of 
literature  prohibited  by  the  Vatican. 
Moreover,  the  Final  subjugation  of 
Moorish  Spain  by  the  Christian  mon- 
archy Five  centuries  ago  was  accom- 
panied by  a royal  decree  ordering  the 
burning  of  Arab  books,  destroying  the 
works  of  such  illustrious  Muslim 
authors  as  the  historian  Ibn  Khaldun 
and  the  geographer  Ibn  Batuta. 

Like  the  murderous  attempt  to 
silence  Salman  Rushdie  launched  by 
the  Iranian  theocracy,  this  new  state 
assault  against  Alla  Hamed  is  another 
deadly  thrust  against  human  free- 
dom everywhere.  Theocratic  diktats, 
whether  emanating  from  Ayatollah  or 
Pope,  from  the  Israeli  Zionist  regime 
or  “born  again”  Christian  bigots  tar- 
geting women  in  the  USA.  are  all 
equally  loathsome. 

No  to  book-banning!  Dismiss  all 
charges  now! 

Paul  Cooperstein,  for  the 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 


victory  of  the  Islamic  fundamentalists 
served  as  a pretext  for  racist  campaigns. 
The  French  imperialist  bourgeoisie  and 
its  social-democratic  lackeys  now  in 
power,  whose  hands  are  covered  with 
the  blood  of  the  two  million  Algerians 
killed  during  the  war  of  independence, 
and  of  hundreds  of  Algerian  workers 
massacred  in  the  heart  of  Paris  in  Octo- 
ber 1961,  today  cry  out  about  the  danger 
to  "democracy"!  This  same  bourgeoisie, 
which  aided  Islamic  reactionaries  in 
Afghanistan  with  all  its  strength,  which 
supports  the  worst  nationalist  reaction- 
aries in  East  Europe,  sees  in  every  North 
African  "immigrant”  worker  a danger- 
ous fundamentalist. 

And  the  fascists  whip  up  the  spectre 
of  a new  wave  of  immigration  flee- 
ing an  Islamic  Algeria  and  swamping 
France.  The  fascist  rag  Minute  spews  out 
its  racist  hate  under  the  headline  "Every 
Vote  Must  Go  to  the  FIS!”:  “Thanks  to 
the  FIS,  the  Algerians  will  resemble 
Arabs,  and  be  increasingly  less  like  the 
French.  The  chasm  will  therefore  expand 
in  France  between  the  French  and  North 
African  emigrants."  Later  it  says:  “above 
all,  not  one  more  Algerian  immigrant!" 
(Le  Monde , 11-12  January). 

For  worker/"immigrant"  mobiliza- 
tions to  smash  the  fascists!  Full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  “immigrant”  workers  and 
their  families!  "Immigrant"  workers 
have  a strategic  place  in  French  industry, 
constituting  a real  bridge  between  the 
working  class  of  this  country  and  those 
of  the  other  shore  of  the  Mediterranean. 
That  is  why  we  fight  in  France  to  build 
a multi-ethnic  vanguard  workers  party. 

For  a Trotskyist  Party  in 
Algeria! 

Despite  the  failure  of  the  regime’s 
“industrialization"  policies.  Algeria  did 
produce  a relatively  numerous  industrial 
proletariat.  Thus  more  than  20  percent 
of  the  labor  force  works  in  industry,  con- 
centrated in  the  petroleum/gas  port  of 
Arzew  (near  Oran),  the  manufacturing 
centers  of  Rouiba.  Reghaia  and  El 
Harrach  (near  Algiers),  and  the  industrial 
pole  around  Annaba,  including  Skikda 
(oil  and  gas)  and  El  Hadjar  (steel  and 
cement),  not  to  mention  the  oil  and  gas 
producing  areas  of  Hassi  Messaoud  and 
Hassi  R'Mel.  These  areas  were  shut 
down  solid  during  the  general  strike 
against  IMF  austerity  last  April,  and 
largely  did  not  join  the  FlS-called  "gen- 
eral strike"  in  June.  In  the  December 
voting,  in  the  absence  of  detailed  figures 
by  election  district,  as  far  as  can  be 
determined,  these  industrial  centers 
had  the  highest  rates  of  abstention  and 
FLN  candidates  were  generally  ahead  of 
the  FIS. 

By  and  large,  the  Algerian  proletariat 
has  not  fallen  prey  to  the  reactionary 
demagogy  of  the  Islamic  fundamental- 
ists. whose  program  is  the  destruction 
of  the  organizations  of  the  working  class. 
Workers  have  driven  organizers  for 
the  fundamentalists’  "Islamic  Workers 
Union"  out  of  their  plants.  It  is  necessary 
for  revolutionaries  to  fight  within  the 
UGTA  against  the  corrupt  and  sclerotic 
leadership.  The  Algerian  working  class 
must  build  class-struggle  unions  and 
forge  in  struggle  a union  federation  that 
is  independent  of  the  state  and  demo- 
cratic in  its  functioning — which  is 
only  possible  under  a revolutionary 
leadership. 

For  all  purely  trade-union  struggles 
are  inescapably  destined  to  defeat.  In  the 
course  of  their  struggle  against  inflation 
and  unemployment,  which  especially 
hits  women  and  youth,  and  for  a sliding 
scale  of  wages  and  hours,  against  the 
military  dictatorship  and  the  FIS  gang- 
sters. the  Algerian  proletariat  must  also 
arm  itself  with  combat  organs  such  as 
strike  pickets,  self-defense  groups,  strike 
committees  or  factory  committees:  its 
embryonic  soviets. 

To  break  the  infernal  stranglehold  of 
imperialist  exploitation  and  put  the  pro- 
ductive forces  to  work,  to  smash  the  fun- 
damentalist danger  and  to  put  an  end  to 


the  military  dictatorship,  a proletarian 
revolution  is  necessary.  In  this  crucial 
hour,  the  Algerian  proletariat  desper- 
ately lacks  a revolutionary  leadership. 

The  miserable  Stalinists  of  the  PAGS, 
who  have  historically  cowered  in  the 
shadow  of  the  FLN,  and  who  today  are 
thrown  into  deep  crisis  and  splitting, 
explicitly  turn  their  back  on  the  prole- 
tariat and  see  in  the  “modernist  bour- 
geoisie" the  only  alternative  to  the 
“archaic  bourgeoisie."  Meanwhile,  they 
applaud  the  army’s  seizure  of  power  for 
which  they  fervently  prayed! 

The  social  democrats  of  the  PT  (Work- 
ers Party),  which  falsely  claims  to  be 
Trotskyist,  already  gave  ignominious 
support  to  the  “unlimited  general  strike" 
called  by  the  FIS  last  June.  Having 
learned  well  their  lessons  from  their 
mentor  Lambert,  who  supported  Kho- 
meini’s seizure  of  power  in  Iran  and 
called  to  extend  the  "Islamic  Revolu- 
tion" to  the  Soviet  Central  Asian  repub- 
lics. these  political  bandits  called  for  a 
boycott  of  the  Algerian  elections  and 
called  upon  the  fundamentalists  to  take 
power  directly  together  with  the  UGTA 
and  the  FFS!  Honest  militants  who  have 
been  ensnared  in  this  organization, 
which  doesn’t  hesitate  to  bloc  with  the 
worst  enemies  of  human  progress,  must 
leave  the  PT.  quickly  and  without  leav- 
ing a forwarding  address! 

A second  group  of  some  importance 
which  also  falsely  claims  to  be  Trotskyist 
is  the  PST  (Socialist  Workers  Party), 
sympathizing  section  of  the  “Interna- 
tional” of  Mandel  and  Krivine.  This 
organization  is  marked  by  the  political 
support  which  its  “ancestors"  gave  to  the 
petty-bourgeois  nationalist  FLN  regime 
of  Ben  Bella.  This  current,  known  as 
Pabloism  (after  Michel  Pablo,  one  of  its 
leaders,  who  went  so  far  as  to  become 
an  adviser  of  the  Ben  Bella  government), 
long  ago  abandoned  any  confidence  in 
the  revolutionary  capacity  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  abandoned  the  struggle  to 
build  a revolutionary  party  on  the  Trot- 
skyist program  of  socialist  revolution. 


Above  all  since  it  was  legalized  (which 
allowed  these  self-proclaimed  “revolu- 
tionaries" to  receive  funds  from  the 
Algerian  bourgeois  state),  the  PST  has 
been  characterized  by  crass  opportun- 
ism. Leon  Trotsky  remarked  that  parlia- 
mentary cretinism  is  even  more  misera- 
ble and  criminal  in  countries  lacking  a 
true  parliament.  The  PST  is  the  living 
illustration  of  this,  having  in  the  space 
of  nine  months  held  a congress  and  a 
national  conference  to  decide  its  attitude 
toward  the  elections  which  were  twice 
annulled! 

Its  program  can  be  summed  up  in  a 
few  words:  legislative  elections  with  full 
proportional  representation,  “the  only 
way  to  prevent  the  victory  of  the  FIS. 


which  is  a minority"  (El  Khatwa  No.  1, 
September  1990)!!  And  a "workers’  and 
people’s  front,"  a term  which  indicates 
the  desire  to  constitute  on  a reformist 
program  blocs  with  bourgeois  forces 
such  as  the  FFS.  Like  opportunists 
everywhere,  the  PST  invokes  the  need 
to  “defend  democracy"  to  cover  a policy 
of  alliance  with  a so-called  “progres- 
sive” wing  of  the  bourgeoisie.  The  title 
of  its  declaration  of  6 June  1990  on  the 
. municipal  elections  summarizes  its 
whole  program  of  class  collaboration: 
“After  the  elections,  only  a true  democ- 
racy will  be  able  to  avoid  the  FLN  and 
the  FIS.” 

Certainly  the  Algerian  proletariat  must 
fight  to  the  end  and  with  total  inde- 
pendence, with  its  own  class  methods, 
for  concrete  democratic  rights — but  not 
to  install  any  sort  of  "democratic"  bour- 
geois regime,  which  is  illusory  in  a back- 
ward country  like  Algeria.  Such  a par- 
liamentary "democracy”  is  a criminal 
trap  to  divert  the  exploited  and  oppressed 
from  the  only  road,  in  this  imperialist 
epoch,  to  carry  out  the  democratic  tasks 
and  achieve  national  and  social  libera- 
tion: the  struggle  to  install  their  own 
class  power. 

It  is  hardly  surprising  that  groups,  like 
the  PST,  which  support  the  "democratic" 
counterrevolution  of  Yeltsin  are  to  be 
found  in  Algeria  behind  a bourgeois- 
democratic  program  which  criminally 
leads  the  exploited  and  oppressed  masses 
to  defeat.  One  cannot  at  the  same  time 
support  Yeltsin,  the  agent  of  the  IMF  in 
Moscow,  and  pretend  to  Fight  against  the 
IMF  and  its  agents  in  Algiers.  In  Moscow 
only  the  ICL,  basing  its  program  on  the 
revolutionary  capacity  of  the  proletariat, 
is  Fighting  for  the  mobilization  of  the 
workers  for  workers  political  revolution 
to  overthrow  Yeltsin.  In  Algeria,  at  the 
time  of  the  “opening"  after  the  October 
1988  revolts,  a Trotskyist  party,  provided 
it  was  armed  with  a revolutionary  pro- 
gram and  will,  would  have  extended  its 
influence  among  Algerian  workers  and 
women. 

The  abominable  situation  in  which  the 
proletariat  and  all  Algerian  women  find 
themselves  constitutes  an  utter  condem- 
nation of  the  treacherous  working-class 
organizations  such  as  the  PAGS  and  the 
PST  (one  hardly  dares  to  mention  the 
PT).  Much  time  has  been  lost,  many 
opportunities  spoiled,  but  it’s  not  over. 
Armed  with  a program  of  steel,  a Trot- 
skyist party  could  seize  the  opportunities 
which  will  inevitably  open  up  in  the 
coming  period.  Such  a party  remains  to 
be  built.  Forward  to  a section  in  Algeria 
of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)!  Forward  to  the 
rebirth  of  the  Fourth  International!  ■ 


SPARTACIST  LEAGUE/U.S.  LOCAL  DIRECTORY 


National  Office: 

Atlanta 

Box  4012 
Atlanta,  GA  30302 

Boston 

Box  390840,  Central  Sta 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  492-3928 

Chicago 

Box  6441 , Main  PO 
Chicago,  IL  60680 
(312)  663-0715 

Cleveland 

Box  91037 
Cleveland,  OH  44101 
(216)  781-7500 


Box  1 377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  1 01 1 6 


Detroit 

Box  441043 
Detroit,  Ml  48244 

Los  Angeles 

Box  29574,  Los  Feliz  Sta 
Los  Angeles.  CA  90029 
(213)  380-8239 

Madison 

Box  1492 

Madison,  Wl  53701 

New  York 

Box  444,  Canal  St.  Sta. 
New  York,  NY  10013 
(212)  267-1025 


(212)  732-7860 

Norfolk 

Box  1972,  Mam  PO 
Norfolk,  VA  23501 

Oakland 

Box  29497 
Oakland,  CA  94604 
(510)  839-0851 

San  Francisco 

Box  77494 

San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  777-9367 

Washington,  D.C. 

Box  75073 

Washington,  D C.  20013 
(202)  872-8240 


TROTSKYIST  LEAGUE  OF  CANADA 


Toronto 

Box  7198,  Station  A 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X8 
(416)  593-4138 

Montreal 

C.P  Les  Atriums,  B P.  32066 
Montr6al,  QC  H2L  4V5 


Vancouver 

Box  2717,  Mam  P O 
Vancouver,  BC  V6B  3X2 
(604)  687-0353 

Edmonton 

PSSE  P.O.  Box  9605 
Edmonton,  AB  T6E  5X3 


7 FEBRUARY  1992 


11 


WORKERS  VAKCOARD 


January  12 — Army  takes  over,  occupying  streets  of  Algiers  in  response  to  electoral  victory  by  religious  fundamentalists  of  the  Islamic  Salvation  Front  (right). 


Algeria:  Army  and 
Fundamentalists  Face  Off 


No  Popular  Front  Illusions! 
For  Workers  Revolution! 


The  following  article  is  excerpted 
from  Le  Bolchevik  No.  116  ( January - 
February  1992),  published  by  our  com- 
rades of  the  Ligue  Trot  sky  ste  de  France, 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist). 

1988:  Algeria  is  shaken  by  a wave 
of  workers  strikes:  in  October,  youth 
deprived  of  a future  revolt  against  IMF- 
imposed  austerity  and  FLN  dictatorship. 
The  revolt  is  crushed  by  the  army;  more 
than  500  are  killed.  June  1990:  Vic- 
tory of  the  fundamentalist  Islamic  Sal- 
vation Front  (FIS)  in  municipal  voting. 


5 June  1991:  After  the  FIS  unleashes  a 
political  general  strike,  a state  of  siege 
is  declared,  parliamentary  elections  are 
put  off.  the  army  arrests  the  top  leaders 
of  the  FIS,  Abassi  Madani  and  Ah 
Belhaj,  and  several  thousand  activists  of 


this  reactionary  party.  11  January  1992: 
After  the  FIS  wins  the  highest  number 
of  parliamentary  seats  in  the  first  round 
of  legislative  elections,  president  Chadli 
Benjedid  is  forced  to  resign,  the  elec- 
tions are  annulled,  and  the  army  takes 


power  directly  to  keep  the  fundamental- 
ists out. 

As  we  wrote  after  the  installation  of 
the  state  of  siege  last  year:  "...the  coun- 
try is  on  the  edge  of  civil  war.  Beyond 
the  ups  and  downs  of  'multipartyism.' 
of  'establishing  democracy,’  the  question 
is  posed  of  who  shall  rule:  either  the 
Islamic  fundamentalists  or  the  army  (or 
a combination  of  the  two),  or  workers 
power.  The  Algerian  working  class  must 
join  the  fight  under  its  own  flag  and — 
drawing  in  the  women,  the  landless 
peasants,  the  agricultural  workers,  the 
continued  on  page  9 


Korean  Workers  Need  a Bolshevik  Party 


Sharp 

TOKYO.  February  1 — Class  warfare 
erupted  in  Ulsan.  South  Korea  in  mid- 
January  with  a massive  sit-down  strike 
at  Hyundai's  largest  auto  plant.  Since 
late  last  year  the  Hyundai  workers 
union  has  been  demanding  a 150  percent 
bonus  to  offset  the  high  rate  of  inflation 
and  counter  the  bourgeoisie’s  plans  to 
take  a hard  line  against  wage  increases 
this  year.  In  disputes  leading  up  to  the 
strike,  dozens  of  workers  were  arrested, 
eleven  leaders  were  sacked,  and  the 
union  has  been  fighting  for  their  rein- 
statement. The  current  labor  battle  was 
fought  as  the  South  Korean  proletariat 
demands  its  right  to  participate  in  polit- 
ical and  trade-union  activity  independent 
of  the  corporations  and  rigid  state  con- 
trol. Last  November  the  largest  labor 
demonstration  in  South  Korea's  history 
was  held  in  Seoul,  where  40-50,000 
workers  marched  demanding  the  right  to 
organize  independent  trade  unions  and 
calling  for  the  overthrow  of  the  hated 
Roh  Tae  Woo  regime. 


Class  Battle  at  Hyundai 


Trade-union  independence  from  the 
chaebols  (the  giant  monopolies  that 
dominate  the  Korean  economy)  and  their 
police  state  can  only  be  attained  through 
class-struggle  measures.  The  auto  work- 
ers’ sit-down  strike  at  Hyundai  could 
have  sparked  such  an  all-out  fight.  On 
January  9.  the  cops  tried  to  abduct  Cha 
Chang  Hwa,  a young  woman  union  sup- 
porter who  was  teaching  auto  workers 
militant  labor  songs.  Militant  unionists 
blocked  the  cops  and  10.000  production 
workers  staged  a protest  strike  in  an 
impressive  defense  of  their  union  and 
this  woman  supporter.  With  management 
refusing  to  budge  on  the  wages  issue, 
the  union  voted  to  strike  on  January  14, 
after  which  Hyundai  tried  to  lock  them 
out.  But  the  workers  turned  the  tables 
when  10.000  of  them  seized  the  main 
auto  plant  and  threw  the  bosses  out 
instead.  Workers  seized  the  central  com- 
puter room  controlling  all  of  Hyundai's 
automotive  operations. 

continued  on  page  8 
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Militant  Hyundai  workers  defend  plant  occupation  In  Ulsan,  South  Korea! 
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Bush.  Democrats  Push  Japan-Bashing 


Depression  Elections 


FEBRUARY  17 — Six  months  ago  Bush 
and  the  Republicans  thought  the  1992 
election  was  going  to  be  a cakewalk.  The 
"KKK  strategy" — Kuwait,  crime  and 
quotas — was  going  to  sweep  Bush  into 
a second  term.  But  the  chauvinist  eupho- 
ria of  the  Persian  Gulf  War  is  dissi- 
pated as  yellow  ribbons  are  replaced  by 
pink  slips.  Unlike  in  1988.  when  Duka- 
kis was  denounced  as  a liberal  and  a 
“card-carrying  member  of  the  ACLU.” 
in  1992  the  “L"  word  only  means  two 
things:  laid  off  or  losing  my  job.  This 
election  is  taking  place  during  the  long- 
est U.S.  economic  downturn  since  the 
Great  Depression,  coming  after  two  dec- 
ades of  falling  real  wages. 

With  the  economy  going  nowhere  but 
down,  every  capitalist  politician  from 
Hitler-admiring  "America  Firstcr"  Pat 
Buchanan  to  FDR  liberal  Tom  Harkin  is 
campaigning  on  a “Buy  American"  pro- 
tectionist program.  "Free-trader"  Bush 
turned  his  Japanese  excursion  into  the 
“Sparkplug  Summit."  trying  to  stuff  Amer- 
ican auto  parts  down  his  hosts’  throats. 
The  would-be  emperor  of  a “New  World 
Order”  and  his  entourage  of  corpulent 
CEOs  came  to  Tokyo  “to  deliver  a mes- 
sage," imperially  demanding  that  Japan 
Inc.  drag  the  moribund  U.S.  economy 
out  of  the  depression.  Instead,  Bush’s 
high  point  was  the  grand  opening  of  the 
new  Toys  R Us  store  in  Tokyo — - 
stocked  with  toys  from  Taiwan!  But 
the  symbol  of  the  Bush  trip  broadcast 
continued  on  page  8 


Dump  the  Two  Parties  of  Capitalist  Decay- 
Fight  for  a Workers  Party! 


Tens  of  thousands  of  NYC  building  trades  workers  march  in  December,  calling  for  funds  to  “Rebuild  New  York — Rebuild 
USA.”  It  will  take  socialist  revolution  to  rebuild  America. 


Israel:  New  Step  to  “Final  Solution”  Against  Palestinians 


Zionist  Shoot-to-Kill  Order 


FEBRUARY  17 — Israeli  aircraft  yes- 
terday carried  out  a series  of  "revenge" 
murders  in  southern  Lebanon.  Blasting 
away  at  two  densely  populated  Pales- 
tinian refugee  camps,  the  Zionist  butch- 
ers killed  at  least  three  children,  among 
others.  Another  raid  targeted  cars  car- 
rying pro-Iranian  Hezbollah  (Party  of 
God)  leader  Sheik  Abbas  Musawi  and 
his  family,  including  a young  child, 
incinerating  them  and  several  support- 
ers with  rocket  fire.  Israeli  war  minister 
Moshe  Arens  cynically  justified  this 
assassination,  saying  Musawi  was  “a 
man  with  lots  of  blood  on  his  hands” 
and  leader  of  a "murderous,  terror- 
ist organization."  By  those  standards. 
Arens  and  his  fellow  terrorists  at  the 
head  of  the  Israeli  state  deserve  the 
same  treatment  ten  times  over. 

Israel  touted  the  killings  as  “retribu- 
tion” for  the  stabbing  deaths  of  three 
Israeli  soldiers,  including  two  Soviet 
immigrants,  at  a military  outpost  near 
the  West  Bank  a day  earlier.  But  the 
latest  atrocities  by  the  Zionist  state  arc 
part  of  a general  escalation  in  its  war 
of  terror  against  the  Palestinian  peo- 
ple in  the  Occupied  Territories  since 
the  phony  U.S. -sponsored  Near  East 


"peace"  talks  began.  On  February  2, 
the  Israeli  army  announced  that  sol- 
diers would  no  longer  be  expected  to 
first  fire  warning  shots  at  the  legs  of 
"fleeing  suspects"  before  gunning  them 
down.  In  other  words,  the  occupa- 
tion forces  have  now  been  ordered  to 
shoot  to  kill  any  Palestinian  they  deem 
"suspect." 

Two  days  before,  the  army  an- 
nounced that  it  was  officially  deputiz- 
ing fascistic  "settler"  gangs  in  the  West 
Bank,  which  have  already  been  running 
rampant,  indiscriminately  stopping  and 
terrorizing  Arab  drivers,  running 
"convoys"  armed  with  automatic  rifles 
through  Palestinian  villages,  and 
smashing  car  and  home  windows.  In 
reality,  these  sinister  new  directives 
give  an  official  imprimatur  to  existing 
policy.  Already,  troops  could  shoot  any 
Palestinian  youngster  who  so  much  as 
wore  a mask  or  held  a rock. 

This  war  of  terror  is  part  of  a delib- 
erate campaign  to  drive  out  the  Pales- 
tinian people  and  consolidate  these 
areas  as  part  of  "Greater  Israel."  In 
a "night  and  fog"  operation  reminis- 
cent of  the  Nazis,  in  December  armed 
continued  on  page  10 


Fascist  Settlers,  Army  Terrorists  Take  Aim 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 

Mobilize  Against 
Anti-Labor  Repression  in 
Mexico,  South  Korea 


In  a craven  display  of  union-busting 
and  bonapartist  state  repression,  at  4 a.m. 
on  February  i,  a 75-year-old  union  lead- 
er in  the  Mexican  border  city  of  Mata- 
moros,  Agapito  Gonzdlez  Cavazos,  was 
arrestecf  on  three-year-old  "tax  evasion” 
charges  and  spirited  off  to  Mexico  City 
in  a waiting  airplane.  The  arrest  came 
just  days  after  President  Carlos  Salinas 
de  Gortari  met  with  representatives  of 
the  Maquiladora  Association  of  Matamo- 
ros  to  discuss  strikes  by  15,000  members 
of  Gonzalez”  Union  of  Laborers  and 
Industrial  Workers  against  nine  U.S.- 
owned  factories  (including  three  owned 
by  General  Motors),  which  won  a 20  per- 


cent wage  hike,  and  two  days  before  a 
strike  deadline  in  negotiations  with  62 
other  companies. 

For  the  capitalist  rulers  of  Mexico  and 
the  U.S..  Gonzdlez  had  to  be  slapped 
down.  In  the  maquiladora  (free  trade) 
zone  on  the  U.S. -Mexico  border,  nearly 
half  a million  workers,  mostly  women 
without  union  protection,  slave  48  hours 
for  average  wages  of  $28  a week — one 
of  the  lowest  industrial  wages  in  the 
world.  Conditions  are  unspeakable — 
child  labor,  brown  lung,  toxic  wastes  — 
and  workers  are  crowded  by  the  tens  of 
thousands  into  shantytowns  ringing  the 
plants.  But  in  Matamoros,  where  most 


Against  Nationalist  Protectionism 

Economic  conflicts  between  the  United 
States.  Japan  and  Germany  are  sharpening. 

Washington  politicians— from  conservative 
Republicans  to  liberal  Democrats — push  "buy 
American"  protectionism  as  the  supposed 
solution  to  the  decay  of  U.S.  capitalism.  Dur- 
ing the  1930s.  beggar-thy-neighbor  trade 
protectionism  deepened  the  Great  Depres- 
sion and  laid  the  basis  for  the  second  imperi- 

TROTSKY  a/isf  world  war  for  the  redivision  of  mar- 
kets and  spheres  of  exploitation.  Leon  Trotsky 
pointed  to  the  link  between  the  world  capitalist  crisis,  the  rise  of  fascism,  economic 
nationalism  and  war 

The  growth  of  world  exchange  took  place  parallel  with  the  formation  of  national 
economies.  The  tendency  of  this  development — for  advanced  countries,  at  any  rate 
— found  its  expression  in  the  shift  of  the  center  of  gravity  from  the  domestic  to  the 
foreign  market.  The  nineteenth  century  was  marked  by  the  fusion  of  the  nation’s  fate 
with  the  fate  of  its  economic  life;  but  the  basic  tendency  of  our  century  is  the  growing 
contradiction  between  the  nation  and  economic  life.  In  Europe  this  contradiction  has 
become  intolerably  acute.... 

In  a recent  programmatic  speech.  Mussolini  hailed  the  death  of  “economic  liberal- 
ism,” that  is,  the  reign  of  free  competition.  The  idea  itself  is  not  new.  The  epoch  of 
trusts,  syndicates  and  cartels  has  long  since  relegated  free  competition  to  the  backyard. 
But  trusts  are  even  less  reconcilable  with  restricted  national  markets  than  are  the 
enterprises  of  liberal  capitalism.  Monopoly  devoured  competition  in  proportion  as  the 
world  economy  subordinated  the  national  market.  Economic  liberalism  and  economic 
nationalism  became  outdated  at  the  same  time.  Attempts  to  save  economic  life  by 
inoculating  it  with  virus  from  the  corpse  of  nationalism  result  in  blood  poisoning  that 
bears  the  name  of  fascism.... 

In  its  day  democratic  nationalism  led  mankind  forward.  Even  now,  it  is  still  capable 
of  playing  a progressive  role  in  the  colonial  countries  of  the  East.  But  decadent  fascist 
nationalism,  preparing  volcanic  explosions  and  grandiose  clashes  in  the  world  arena, 
bears  nothing  except  ruin.  All  our  experiences  on  this  score  during  the  last  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years  will  seem  only  an  idyllic  overture  compared  to  the  music  of  hell  that 
is  impending.  And  this  time  it  is  not  a temporary  economic  decline  that  is  involved 
but  complete  economic  devastation  and  the  destruction  of  our  entire  culture,  in  the 
event  that  toiling  and  thinking  humanity  proves  incapable  of  grasping  in  time  the  reins 
of  its  own  productive  forces  and  of  organizing  those  forces  correctly  on  a European 
and  a world  scale. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “Nationalism  and  Economic  Life”  (November  1933) 


LENIN 


Mexican  auto  worker  in  maquiladora  (free  trade  zone)  plant.  Union  leader  was 
arrested  for  leading  strike  against  U.S. -owned  company. 


of  the  maquiladora  workers  are  organ- 
ized in  unions,  the  workers  have  won  a 
40-hour  week  and  the  still-miserable 
wages  are  nearly  double  the  level  else- 
where. Fred  Quintana,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Maquiladora  Association  of 
Matamoros,  spelled  out  the  motive  for 
the  arrest:  “This  leader  had  been  very 
strong.  He  has . used  the  strike  as  a 
weapon  against  U.S.  companies  that  just 
can’t  take  a strike." 

A Mexico  City  judge  quickly  dis- 
missed the  charges  and  ordered  Gonzdlez 
released.  But  the  federal  prosecutor 
immediately  lodged  new  tax  charges 
and  Gonzdlez  was  again  detained.  He 
remains  under  arrest  in  his  hospital 
room.  With  Gonzdlez  out  of  the  picture, 
the  bosses  rammed  through  a sweetheart 
deal,  saddling  the  35,000  workers  with 
a cut  in  real  wages.  The  18.75  percent 
pay  increase  barely  keeps  pace  with 
the  current  inflation  rate,  and  the  com- 
panies will  no  longer  pay  for  Social 
Security  benefits — a huge  saving  for  the 
capitalists. 

Lurking  behind  Gonzdlez’  arrest  is  the 
pending  Free  Trade  Agreement  (FTA), 
by  which  U.S.  imperialism  seeks  to  turn 
Mexico  into  a giant  maquiladora — “free" 
of  unions  and  "free"  for  U.S.  capital.  At 
stake  for  the  government  of  Harvard- 
trained  technocrat  Salinas  and  his  Yan- 
kee bosses  was  a demonstration  that 
there  would  be  no  labor  struggle  stand- 
ing in  the  way  of  the  massive  profits  to 
be  squeezed  from  the  superexploited 
Mexican  workers.  Gonzdlez  was  re- 
moved just  before  negotiators  from  Mex- 
ico, Canada  and  the  U.S.  met  in  Ottawa 
on  February  10  and  1 1 , and  the  day  after 
they  adjourned,  the  Matamoros  contract 
settlement  was  rammed  down  the  work- 
ers’ throats. 

In  late  January  the  United  Auto  Work- 
ers union  (UAW)  sent  a $15,000  contri- 
bution to  the  Matamoros  strikers  and 
later  protested  Gonzdlez’  arrest.  While 
labor  protest  against  this  attack  on  the 
maquiladora  workers  is  crucial,  talk  of 
solidarity  from  the  mouth  of  UAW  pres- 
ident Owen  Bieber  rings  hollow.  Just  as 
Bieber  and  the  UAW  tops  have  let  tens 
of  thousands  of  U.S.  auto  workers  be 
thrown  on  the  scrap  heap  without  a fight, 
they  didn’t  lift  a finger  to  help  the 
Cuautitldn,  Mexico  Ford  workers  in  their 


bitter  1990  class  battle.  What  motivates 
these  labor  fakers  is  protectionist  oppo- 
sition to  the  FTA — not  solidarity  with 
our  class  brothers  and  sisters  across  the 
border,  but  pitting  Mexican  and  Ameri- 
can workers  against  one  another. 

In  this  the  UAW  joined  with  Demo- 
cratic Party  enemies  of  labor,  such  as 
Ohio  Congressman  Donald  Pease,  who 
used  the  arrest  to  "raise  very  serious 
questions  about  the  suitability  of  Mexico 
as  a partner  in  a North  American  free- 
trade  agreement."  Much  of  the  protec- 
tionist opposition  to  the  FTA  has  been 
couched  in  empty  criticisms  of  Mexico’s 
human  rights  record. 

American  labor  tops  may  criticize  the 
arbitrary  arrest  of  a maverick  leader 
connected  with  the  PRI  (Revolutionary 
Institutional  Party)  regime’s  CTM  union 
federation,  such  as  Agapito  Gonzdlez. 
But  there  has  been  not  a peep  of  sup- 
port from  U.S.  labor  for  three  workers 
— Moises  Alvarado  Cano,  Jose  Luis 
Aguilar  Vera  and  Amado  Maldonado 
Cortes — who  were  jailed  last  fall  in  a 
bitter  strike  at  the  Santa  Rosa  textile  fac- 
tory in  the  industrial  town  of  Ciudad 
Mendoza.  The  three  are  being  framed  on 
charges  of  killing  a scab  who  died  in  a 
clash  when  hundreds  of  Veracruz  state 
police  broke  the  strike  on  September  26. 
Maldonado  is  a Mexico  City  bus  worker 
associated  with  the  radical  syndicalist 
Movimiento  Proletario  Independiente 
(MPI). 

What’s  needed  is  united  action  by 
Mexican  and  American  workers,  ex- 
pressed in  militant  class  struggle  on  both 
sides  of  the  border  against  the  capitalist 
assault  on  workers'  living  standards.  A 
vital  component  of  this  solidarity  must 
be  defense  of  the  imprisoned  victims 
of  capitalist  repression.  The  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  has  sent  a letter  to 
the  Mexican  embassy  protesting  Gonza- 
lez’ arrest  and  demanding  all  charges  be 
dropped,  and  demanding  immediate  free- 
dom for  Alvarado  Cano,  Aguilar  Vera 
and  Maldonado  Cortes. 

* * * 

To  assuage  its  critics,  the  Salinas 
regime,  whose  hands  are  stained  with 
the  blood  of  murdered  trade  union- 
ists, leftists,  peasants  and  Indian  union 
continued  on  page  9 
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Our  beloved  comrade  Martha 
Phillips  died  February  9 in  Moscow. 
A professional  revolutionist  and  sup- 
porter of  the  Trotskyist  politics  of 
the  Spartacist  tendency  (International 
Communist  League)  for  20  years, 
Martha  was  living  and  working  in 
Moscow  as  a teacher  of  English  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  As  the  senior  cadre 
among  several  comrades  who  were 
working  to  reimplant  the  revolution- 
ary program  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  in 
the  land  of  its  birth,  Martha  was 
engaged  in  a crucial  struggle  whose 
outcome  still  hangs  in  the  balance. 
Her  death  is  a bitter  blow  to  the  future 
Soviet  section  of  the  ICL  and  a shat- 
tering tragedy  for  her  many  close 
friends  in  our  party.  We  extend  our 
sympathy  also  to  Martha’s  family,  the 
Greenbergs,  to  Jeff,  and  to  her  son 
Lael,  who  she  deeply  loved. 

Martha  was  won  to  Spartacist  pol- 
itics along  with  several  other  com- 
rades out  of  the  Proletarian  Orien- 
tation Tendency/Leninist  Faction  left 
opposition  inside  the  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party.  Originally  recruited  to  the 
SWP  as  a college  student  in  Madi- 
son, Wisconsin,  Martha  was  living 
in  Washington,  D.C.  when  she  and 
others  there  came  to  see  in  the 
Spartacist  League  the  embodiment  of 
the  authentic  program  of  Trotskyism. 
After  fighting  for  their  views  in  the 
Leninist  Faction,  they  formally  fused 
with  the  SL  in  November  1972.  This 
regroupment  laid  the  basis  for  win- 
ning other  comrades  from  the  SWP 
in  the  U.S.  and  from  their  some- 
time cothinkers  internationally  over  a 
period  of  several  years. 

In  1972  Martha  moved  to  the  Bay 
Area  and  took  up  her  first  party  post 
as  organizer  of  the  Revolutionary 
Communist  Youth  there.  She  spent  the 
bulk  of  her  political  life  as  a comrade 
of  the  Bay  Area  SL,  including  a stint 
as  party  organizer.  She  also  spent 
briefer  periods  in  Los  Angeles  (1973- 
74),  Detroit  (1981-82),  New  York 
(1982-83)  and  Seattle  (1987).  Always 
one  of  our  most  effective  campus 
activists,  Martha  also  worked  closely 
with  young  comrades  as  party  repre- 
sentative to  campus  fractions  and  as 
a party  educator.  A powerful  public 
speaker  and  public  polemicist,  Martha 
led  the  party  in  numerous  campaigns. 
She  was  Spartacist  candidate  for 
Oakland  City  Council  in  the  spring 
1983  election. 

A lifelong  fighter  for  women’s  lib- 
eration. Martha  was  passionate  and 
thoughtful  on  all  questions  of  special 
oppression  and  was  heavily  involved 
in  launching  the  Bay  Area  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense.  She 
was  an  active  campaigner  and  spokes- 
man for  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee. In  1982  she  helped  organize 
the  November  27  militant  mass  dem- 
onstration which  stopped  the  fascist 
KKK  from  marching  in  Washington, 
D.C.  and  was  on  the  front  lines  of 
that  successful  action. 

In  the  fall  of  1990.  after  studying 
Russian  diligently  in  her  spare  time 
over  the  course  of  several  years, 
Martha  went  to  Moscow  for  an  inten- 
sive language  course.  Although  most 
of  the  students  had  had  consider- 
ably greater  preparation  and  were 
half  her  age,  and  while  pursuing  a 
heavy  schedule  of  political  activities, 
Martha  worked  hard  on  her  studies 
and  passed  her  course  with  flying  col- 
ors. Her  progress  enabled  her  to  return 
to  Moscow  in  May  1991  and  take  up 
a job  teaching  English.  Martha  was  a 
dedicated  teacher  who  used  every- 
thing she  had  learned  in  politics  and 
in  her  life  to  spark  her  students’  inter- 
est. Their  stories,  as  well  as  her  own 
experiences  in  Moscow,  informed 


Martha  Phillips 

10  March  1948  - 9 February  1992 


until  her  life  was  cut  short  with  brutal 
suddenness. 

Martha  was  murdered.  Comrades 
who  arrived  at  the  apartment  where 
Martha  was  staying  on  the  morning 
of  February  9.  the  day  of  the  most 
recent  large  demonstration  against 
Yeltsin,  found  her  there  having  appar- 
ently died  in  her  sleep.  Although  she 
had  recently  been  quite  ill  with  a kid- 
ney ailment,  her  death  seemed  medi- 
cally inexplicable  since  she  had  been 
improving.  In  the  midst  of  their  shock 
and  grief,  the  comrades  asked  for  an 
autopsy  which,  when  it  was  finally 
performed,  revealed  that  she  had  been 
stabbed.  At  the  present  time,  the  pos- 
sibility cannot  be  ruled  out  that  this 
hideous  crime  may  have  been  politi- 
cally motivated.  The  Moscow  militia 
is  carrying  out  an  investigation  in 
which  our  friends  and  supporters  in 
Moscow  are  cooperating. 

Many  moving  messages  from  com- 
rades who  knew  Martha  and  loved  and 
valued  her  greatly  have  been  received 
and  we  will  share  excerpts  from  some 
of  them  in  future  issues  of  our  press. 
In  the  U.S..  formal  meetings  to  honor 
her  are  planned  in  the  Bay  Area  and 
New  York  City.  Other  ICL  sections 
are  planning  their  own  commemora- 
tions, as  we  seek  to  celebrate  Martha's 
life  in  the  communist  movement,  to 
rededicate  ourselves  to  the  goals  she 
cherished  and  fought  for  with  all  her 
intelligence  and  energies,  and  to  come 
to  grips  with  the  shock  and  sorrow  of 
our  irreparable  loss. 

Comrades  in  Mexico  City  plan  to 
lay  red  carnations  in  honor  of  Martha 
at  Trotsky’s  memorial  in  Coyoacan. 
The  ICL’s  French  section  will  gather 
to  remember  Martha  at  Leon  Sedov’s 
grave  outside  Paris.  On  February  16, 
German  comrades  held  a memorial 
meeting  for  her  at  the  Friedrichsfelde 
Monument  to  Rosa  Luxemburg  and 
Karl  Liebknecht  in  Berlin.  At  the 


her  letters  home  to  her  comrades. 

In  July  1990  Martha  presented 
greetings  from  the  ICL  to  a meeting 
of  the  Moscow  Workers  Congress. 
Her  remarks,  published  in  WV  No. 
532  (2  August  1991),  sought  to  lay 
bare  what  capitalist  restoration  would 
mean  for  the  working  people  of  the 
Soviet  Union  and  to  present  a fighting 
perspective  of  proletarian  political 
revolution  to  return  the  Soviet  Union 
to  the  internationalist  program  which 
animated  the  October  Revolution  of 
1917.  She  sharply  denounced  the  anti- 
Semitism  which  permeates  the  Stalin- 
ist ‘‘patriot’’  milieu. 

After  her  return  to  Moscow,  Martha 
wrote  up  some  points  for  consid- 
eration by  an  SL/U.S.  Central  Com- 
mittee plenum  held  in  October  1991. 
Coming  out  sharply  against  ’’any 
tendency  to  write  off  the  Soviet 
Union  in  advance.”  she  summarized 
her  observations  in  light  of  Yeltsin’s 
triumphant  countercoup  against  the 
halfhearted  coup  attempt  by  the  so- 
called  “hardliners": 

“In  the  absence  of  active  working- 
class  resistance  there  is  certainly  not 
dual  power  in  the  sense  that  it 
existed  in  1917.  Nevertheless,  all 
maneuvering  here  operates  under 
what  I'd  call,  for  lack  of  a better 
phrase,  the  ‘shadow  of  the  working 
class’ — that  is,  it  is  not  accidental 
that  the  'democrats’  have  failed  to 
firmly  consolidate  their  hold,  have 
not  moved  even  more  boldly  in  the 
situation  after  their  easy  victory 
in  August.  They  are  afraid  of  the 
'dark  people’ — what  will  happen  if 
they  are  pushed  too  far.  So  there 
have  been  a lot  of  half-measures.... 
Probably  it  is  in  In  Defense  of 
Marxism  that  Trotsky  makes  the 
point  that  terminology  on  the  work- 
ers states  is  an  attempt  to  as  closely 
as  possible  describe  the  contradic- 
tory reality.  My  best  approximation 


is  that  Yeltsin  has  consolidated  an 
unstable  bonapartist  regime  over 
what  remains  of  the  workers  state. 
The  bourgeoisie  is  attempting  to 
consolidate  its  hold  over  the  frac- 
tured apparatus  of  the  workers  state. 
Nevertheless,  that  consolidation  is 
far  from  accomplished. . . Greetings 
from  the  Trotskyist  Group  of  the 
Soviet  Union." 


Martha  courageously  faced  many 
obstacles  in  her  life,  but  none  greater 
than  the  struggle  to  function  as  a 
communist  in  Moscow  as  a foreigner, 
an  American  and  of  Jewish  back- 
ground, and  as  a woman  in  the  face 
of  the  pervasive  social  backwardness 
toward  women  as  political  people 
and  leaders.  She  confronted  this  chal- 
lenge with  the  courage,  intelligence, 
humor  and  unswerving  determina- 
tion that  were  characteristic  of  her. 


ceremony  held  February  15  at  Marx’s 
grave  in  London,  a spokesman  for  the 
Spartacist  League  of  Britain  told  the 
assembled  comrades: 

"We  are  gathered  here  today  to 
honor  Martha  Phillips,  who  died 
in  Moscow  on  the  front  lines  in 
the  urgent  fight  against  counter- 
revolution in  the  Soviet  Union.  In 
her  work  there,  on  the  numerous 
occasions  she  was  asked  why  the 
International  Communist  League 
was  in  the  USSR,  Martha  explained 
that  the  Soviet  Union  was  the  birth- 
place of  our  communist  program, 
that  the  Russian  Revolution  in  fact 
belonged  to  the  workers  of  the 
whole  world,  and  that  we  were  com- 
ing home  to  fight  to  defend  the 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution. 
For  us  Trotskyists  the  Soviet  Union 
has  never  been  a foreign  country, 
and  we  can  say  truthfully  that 
Martha  died  in  her  homeland." 


WV  Photo 

Campaigning  for  Oakland  City  Council  in  1983,  Martha  talks  with  UAW 
members  at  the  East  Bay  Skills  Center. 
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Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


ILWU  Needs  All-Out  Strike  to  Save  L.A.  Jobs 


One-Day  “Sick-Out”  Idles 
West  Coast  Ports 

LOS  ANGELES,  February  18 — A longshoreman  point- 
ed to  the  docks  and  said,  “In  L.A.  harbor  the  booms 
were  all  up."  And  from  Seattle  to  Long  Beach,  a dozen 
ships  were  tied  up  Monday.  “‘Sick-Out’  Paralyzes  West 
Coast  Ports,"  headlined  the  Journal  of  Commerce.  Some 
3,000  longshoremen  and  supporters  gathered  at  the 
Local  13  hall  in  Wilmington  to  rally  in  defense  of  350 
union  members  at  the  Intermodal  Container  Transfer 
Facility  (ICTF)  who  were  fired  by  the  Southern  Pacific 
railroad  last  week.  But  the  anger  and  solidarity  of  long- 
shoremen up  and  down  the  coast  is  being  pissed  away 
as  the  union  tops  flirted  with  a potentially  powerful 
action  only  to  blow  off  steam  and  let  the  union-busting 
go  unchallenged. 

The  shipping  bosses  and  Southern  Pacific  put  newly 
elected  ILWU  president  David  Arian  to  an  early  test 
by  wiping  out  350  jobs  in  his  home  local.  Arian  had 
made  organizing  the  container  facilities  a key  campaign 
pledge.  He  blustered  about  going  “to  the  mat  on  this 
one"  and  called  a coastwise  shutdown  for  one  day  (and 
a holiday  at  that).  But  then  he  engaged  in  a cynical 
charade  toward  the  SPand  PM  A bosses,  even  reportedly 
offering  to  give  up  representation  to  the  Transportation 
Communication  Union.  When  SP  fired  the  workers  last 
week,  Arian  did  nothing.  At  the  rally,  he  recounted  how 
he  pleaded  with  the  PMA  to  approve  a sliding  scale  of 
shutdowns  for  February  17:  24  hours  in  L.A.,  8 in  the 
Bay  Area,  and  nothing  in  the  Northwest.  No  dice,  said 
the  PMA  and  got  an  injunction  against  the  stoppage. 

The  International  dutifully  sent  out  notice  to  obey 


Angry  longshoremen  protest  at  L.A.  harbor, 
February  17. 


the  injunction.  However,  at  the  rally  longshoremen 
“made  it  clear  any  dock  worker  who  offered  his  services 
would  be  considered  an  outcast,"  wrote  the  Journal. 
At  the  rally,  there  were  busloads  of  longshoremen  from 
the  Bay  Area  and  contingents  came  by  plane  from  the 
Northwest.  "They  got  their  restraining  order.  Now  let’s 
see  them  load  their  ships.”  shouted  one  speaker.  But 
after  endless  speeches  of  empty  "solidarity,”  the  ILWU 
tops  led  workers  on  a three-mile  march — not  to  the 


scab  facility,  but  to  the  L.A.  Harbor  Administration 
building  which  was  closed  for  the  holiday!  Three  young 
black  workers  who  had  been  fired  by  the  railroad  were 
furious  the  ICTF  had  not  been  shut  down.  Almost  700 
copies  of  Workers  Vanguard  headlined  “Strike  Now  to 
Save  L.A.  Longshore  Jobs!”  were  sold. 

The  business  press  said  the  "sick-out  sidestepped  a 
court  order"  and  "the  union  could  have  opened  itself 
to  fines  and  its  leadership  to  incarceration"  if  they 
defied  the  restraining  order.  But  you  can’t  "sidestep" 
the  bosses’  state.  Unlike  today’s  "labor  statesmen," 
once  upon  a time  union  leaders  were  regularly  thrown 
behind  bars  for  defending  the  interests  of  their  mem- 
bers. "So  maybe  some  labor  leaders  go  to  jail  six 
months  after  they  surround  the  terminals  with  thou- 
sands of  pickets  and  call  a solidarity  strike  and  the 
battle  is  won,"  we  wrote  in  the  Workers  Vanguard  sup- 
plement “Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win.”  Instead, 
Arian  drapes  himself  in  red-white-and-blue:  "We  have 
to  make  the  American  flag  our  flag  again.”  The  ILWU 
was  built  in  massive,  bloody  struggles  against  the  ship- 
pers, their  cops,  courts  and  politicians.  What's  more 
ludicrous  than  appealing  to  them  and  their  flag  to  save 
ILWU  jobs? 

ILWU  members  have  shown  that  they  are  willing  to 
fight.  What  is  needed  is  a class-struggle  leadership 
that’s  willing  to  use  the  unions’  power  instead  of  bow- 
ing to  the  bosses’  rules  and  begging  the  Democratic 
Party.  Start  by  appealing  to  Teamsters  and  railroad 
workers,  who  are  facing  over  2,500  layoffs  in  the  SP 
system,  for  joint  strike  action.  Use  ILWU  power  to 
really  paralyze  West  Coast  ports,  and  ring  the  container 
yard  with  mass  pickets  that  can  shut  it  down  until  every 
single  ILWU  worker  is  back  on  the  job! 


City  Workers  Give 
D.C.  Mayor  Kelly 
“UnBirthday  Party” 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. — Two  thousand  militant,  mainly 
black  city  workers  protested  in  the  bitter  cold  outside 
of  Mayor  Sharon  Pratt  Kelly’s  $500-a-pIate  birthday 
party  on  February  1.  As  Kelly  was  wining,  dining  and 
cutting  cake  with  her  capitalist  developer  friends,  she 
was  threatening  to  take  her  budget  ax  to  3,500  union 
jobs.  Protesters  chanted  “Recall  Kelly!"  "The  witch  has 
got  to  go!"  and  “Uncle  Toms,  shame  on  you!"  as  the 
well-heeled  guests  crossed  the  line  in  furs  and  tuxedos. 

The  demonstration  was  called  by  District  Council 
20  of  AFSCME  along  with  AFGE,  CWA  and  Laborers 
International  Union,  among  others.  Sharon  Pratt  Kelly, 
the  corporately  correct  “buppie"  (black  yuppie)  mayor 
who  is  most  popular  with  Washington’s  small  layer  of 
white  businessmen,  had  been  refusing  to  even  speak 
to  union  leaders.  But  the  ranks  were  mad  as  hell  and 
in  no  mood  for  negotiating.  One  poster  said  “France 
had  Marie  Antoinette.  D.C.  has  Sharon  Pratt  Kelly." 

One  worker  commented,  “You  saw  Mount  Pleasant — 
at  this  rate  we’re  going  to  tear  D.C.  up,”  referring  to 
last  May  when  youths  battled  cops  in  the  streets  to 
protest  a racist  cop  shooting  of  a Hispanic  man. 

Life  is  going  to  hell  for  black  D.C.  Kelly  has  closed 
shelters  while  a record  number  of  homeless  have  frozen 
to  death  this  winter.  With  gratuitous  viciousness.  D.C. 
cops  invaded  the  largest  homeless  shelter,  and  are  on 
a campaign  to  run  “beggars"  out  of  the  Metro.  In  Kelly’s 
drive  to  bust  the  unions  by  "privatizing”  city  services, 
she  is  sitting  on  federal  funding  for  220  maintenance 
jobs  which  have  been  vacant  since  at  least  last  spring. 
Meanwhile,  D.C.  housing  crumbles  and  more  families 
are  driven  into  the  streets  because  2,250  city  apartments 
stand  boarded  up  and  empty.  Medical  care  is  in  crisis, 
and  less  than  half  of  the  black  children  in  the  area  have 
been  fully  immunized. 

During  the  first  week  of  February,  Kelly’s  cops 
shot  four  young  black  “suspects"  in  five  days.  On  Feb- 
ruary 8,  they  raided  a large  gay  club  and  made  ten 
arrests  on  “sodomy"  charges.  The  feds  joined  in  on 
January  31  when  the  FBI,  along  with  local  forces, 
carried  out  an  orgy  of  racist  cop  terror  as  part  of  their 
drug  witchhunt.  Even  pro-Kelly  Washington  Post  col- 
umnist Courtland  Milloy  called  it  "a  domestic  version 
of  the  Persian  Gulf  War,”  in  which  “some  officers  wore 
ski  masks  and  black  Ninja-style  outfits,  giving  the  raid 
the  feel  of  a Chuck  Norris  ‘Invasion,  U.S.A.’  movie." 

As  cop  terror  escalates  and  D.C.  hits  an  all-time  high 
for  unemployment,  some  workers  look  back  fondly  on 
former  mayor  Marion  Barry.  The  (sometimes)  street- 
wise Barry  was  popular  in  the  ghetto,  but  is  now  in 


jail  as  a result  of  a federal  entrapment  frame-up  aimed 
at  showing  what  happens  to  black  officials  who  don’t 
“play  by  the  rules."  The  "Justice"  Department  went 
after  Barry  with  a vengeance,  and  now  continues  to 
harass  him  in  prison. 

City  workers  at  the  mayor’s  un-birthday  had  signs 
saying,  “Mayor  Kelly — We  Put  You  In,  We  Can  Take 
You  Out!”  But  AFSCME  District  Council  20  officials 
only  want  to  replace  her  with  another  Democrat.  They 
put  out  a leaflet  saying  “Democrats  oppose  privatiza- 
tion!" and  “Democrats  do  not  balance  budgets  on  the 
backs  of  workers  and  the  poor!”  Oh  no?  The  partner 
parties  of  racist  American  capitalism  join  hands  in 
imperialist  war  and  have  black  Democratic  Party  may- 
ors do  their  dirty  work  in  the  inner  cities,  whether  in 
the  haughty  style  of  “Marie  Antoinette”  Kelly  or  the 
"down  home"  image  of  Marion  Barry. 

Labor  doesn’t  have  to  bow  to  these  Democrats.  Wash- 
ington teachers  have  gone  almost  two  years  without 
a contract  and  are  “working  to  rule”  in  protest.  The 
contract  for  D.C.  transit  workers  is  up  soon;  they  too 
face  cuts.  Kelly  attacks  one  and  all — we  say  an  injury 
to  one  is  an  injury  to  all.  United  strike  action  could 
knock  the  wannabe  queen  of  black  D.C.  off  her  throne. 


El  Paso  Garment  Strikers 
Win  Union  Contract 

After  eight  months  of  militant  struggle,  the  El  Paso 
garment  strike  of  mostly  Mexican  women  workers 
ended  in  a victory.  Though  small  in  size,  it  was  the 
first  successful  strike  in  that  industry  locally  in  20 
years.  On  December  30,  jubilant  strikers  left  the  picket 
lines  in  front  of  the  struck  sweatshops  in  auto  caravans, 
going  up  and  down  the  avenues  of  the  garment  dis- 
trict with  horns  blaring.  The  contract  was  ratified  ten 
days  later,  and  on  January  18  a victory  rally  was  held 
in  San  Jacinto  Plaza.  Shortly  afterwards,  workers  in 
notoriously  exploitative  U.S. -owned  maquiladora  (free 
trade  zone)  plants  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  across  the 
river  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  struck  for  higher  wages 
and  better  working  conditions,  leading  to  the  arrest  of 
their  union  leader  (see  page  2).  As  negotiators  try  to 
push  through  a “Free  Trade  Agreement,"  conditions  are 
ripe  for  a labor  offensive  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 

Hurting  for  lack  of  orders,  Andres  Diaz,  the  “Sweat- 
shop King"  of  DCB  Industries,  finally  settled  with  the 
combative  workers,  who  kept  up  their  picket  lines  for 
the  duration  of  the  strike.  Though  the  contractual  gains 
are  extremely  limited,  and  apply  to  a new  factory  that 
Diaz  has  yet  to  open,  this  is  a step  forward.  Very  few 
of  El  Paso’s  low-wage  garment  shops  are  unionized. 
The  sleazy  operators  of  these  hellholes  are  abetted  by 
the  pro-capitalist  AFL-CIO  leadership,  who  have  never 
mounted  a serious  drive  to  organize  the  largely  immi- 


grant workers  who  toil  under  appalling  conditions  for 
starvation  wages.  In  addition,  city  cops  and  the  Border 
Patrol  work  hand  in  hand  with  fly-by-night  employers, 
who  routinely  rob  these  border  town  workers  (not  only 
the  undocumented,  but  also  those  who  have  citizenship 
papers  or  the  resident’s  "green  card”)  of  their  wages. 

In  an  open  letter  to  the  people  of  El  Paso  circulated 
eight  days  after  beginning  a hunger  strike  last  May,  La 
Mujer  Obrera  (Working  Woman)  called  for  support  to 
put  an  end  to  “modem-day  slavery."  The  garment  strik- 
ers withstood  police  harassment  and  arrest  of  workers 
and  organizers.  They  occupied  the  Sonia  plant,  seizing 
the  sewing  machines  as  “collateral"  for  back  wages. 
The  machines  were  returned  last  weekend,  with  Diaz’ 
promise  to  pay  up  in  20  days.  However,  under  the 
settlement,  Sonia’s  workers  lose  their  seniority  because 
the  shop  closed  down  completely  in  the  face  of  the 
militant  occupation.  The  three-year  contract  provides 
for  a marginal  wage  increase  of  25  cents  an  hour  annu- 
ally, one  week  paid  vacation,  medical  insurance,  a 
grievance  procedure,  seniority  and  one  paid  holiday. 
But  even  with  these  meager  terms,  a platform  has  been 
built  to  extend  unionization  throughout  the  region. 

Medical  insurance  is  a key  issue  for  workers  sub- 
jected to  laboring  in  these  unsanitary,  unventilated 
sweatboxes,  which  cause  frequent  sickness.  Unions  can 
also  provide  protection  against  arbitrary  firings,  the 
paternalism  and  divisive  tactics  of  greedy  bosses  like 
Diaz.  With  recently  elected  shop  committees  and  del- 
egates in  each  shop,  the  workers  may  fend  better  than 
before.  Under  the  agreement,  Diaz  must  call  strikers 
back  first.  But  a contract  is  only  a piece  of  paper  that 
the  bosses  and  their  courts  will  tear  up  if  it  serves  their 
purpose.  The  key  to  defending  even  these  modest  gains 
is  forging  a class-struggle  leadership  that  can  extend 
them  to  other  El  Paso  garment  shops  and  to  the  thou- 
sands working  for  one-fifth  the  wage  in  maquiladoras 
across  the  border  in  Ciudad  Juarez.  But  the  leadership 
of  the  International  Ladies’  Garment  Workers’  Union 
with  their  chauvinist  “Buy  American”  campaign  is  dead 
set  against  such  internationalist  organizing. 

According  to  an  article  in  the  El  Paso  Times  (19 
January),  ILGWU  organizer  Esther  Tinajero  "said  the 
union’s  immediate  goal  isn’t  to  organize  other  workers, 
but  to  ‘ensure  these  workers  are  installed  back  to  work, 
then  train  them  in  union  work'."  Yet  the  only  way  the 
DCB  workers  can  protect  their  jobs  is  by  an  organizing 
drive  up  and  down  the  border.  As  capital  becomes 
increasingly  mobile  internationally,  this  underlines  the 
urgent  need  for  an  internationalist  leadership  of  the 
workers  movement.  National  borders  must  not  separate 
the  workers,  and  nationalism  must  not  divide  their 
struggles  against  a common  capitalist  enemy.  We  in 
the  Spartacist  League  of  the  U.S.  and  the  Grupo  Espar- 
taquista  de  Mexico  are  fighting  to  build  a world  party 
of  socialist  revolution.  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


NYC  Transit  Workers: 

Rip  Up  the  Contract  Rip-Off! 


Union  Tops  Call  Cops  on  Membership 


On  February  12,  1,500  enraged  New 
York  City  transit  workers  marched  from 
Transit  Authority  headquarters  in  Brook- 
lyn to  City  Hall  in  Lower  Manhattan  and 
then  took  the  train  to  converge  on  union 
headquarters  in  Midtown.  After  working 
almost  a year  without  a contract,  the 
ranks  of  Transport  Workers  Union  Local 
100  were  protesting  the  swindle  that  the 
TWU  tops  are  trying  to  ram  through.  It 
was  the  biggest  mobilization  against  the 
sellout  leadership  since  the  hard-fought 
1980  transit  strike. 

The  protest  was  called  by  the  “New 
Directions”  grouping,  the  housebroken 
“opposition,"  which  carried  a banner, 
"Vote  No — For  a Just  Contract.”  They 
want  to  pressure  the  Sonny  Hall  crew  in 
the  Local  100  leadership  to  beg  for  a 
little  more.  But  the  hundreds  of  TWUers 
who  marched  across  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge,  stopping  rush  hour  traffic,  had 
another  idea,  chanting:  “No  contract,  no 
work!  Shut  it  down!"  That  is  exactly 
what  must  be  done,  and  that  means  build- 
ing a class-struggle  leadership  that  will 
take  on  the  TA  bosses  and  their  masters 
in  Wall  Street. 

The  class-struggle  Committee  for  a 
Fighting  TWU  carried  placards,  eagerly 
snatched  up  by  other  transit  workers, 
cailing  for  "Strike  to:  Defend  Our 
Jobs!  Save  Lives!  Smash  the  Taylor 
Law!"  "Dump  the  Democrats  Cuomo/ 
Dinkins — For  a Workers  Party,”  “TA 
Bosses  Kill  Workers  & Riders — For 
Workers  Control  of  Safety,”  "Let’s  Fur- 
lough Wall  Street  with  a Citywide 
Strike!"  and  “We  Need  a Mass  Meeting 
at  the  Garden!  Vote  It  Down!  Elect  a 
Strike  Committee!” 

Sonny  Hall  is  trying  to  slide  this  con- 
tract through  by  mail  ballot,  dividing  and 
demoralizing  workers  until  they  go  along 
with  his  betrayal.  Hall  is  banking  on  the 
defeatism  that  his  misleadership  breeds. 
But  the  signs  of  the  long-smoldering 
anger  against  the  TA  bosses  were  already 
visible  last  month,  in  the  face  of  a move 
to  wipe  out  seniority  rights.  Hall  loyal- 
ists said  to  wait  for  the  arbitrator,  but 
molormen  and  conductors  voted  to  take 
any  action  necessary.  The  next  day  word 
spread  in  the  crew  rooms,  workers 
observed  all  the  technicalities  in  the  rule 


book,  soon  there  were  long  delays,  and 
they  won.  But  guerrilla  skirmishing 
won't  be  enough  to  dump  this  contract — 
it  will  take  an  all-out  battle. 

On  February  12.  after  the  brief  rally 
at  City  Hall,  hundreds  headed  up  to 
Local  100  HQ  on  West  End  Avenue  to 
give  the  bureaucrats  hell  and  discuss 
what  has  to  be  done.  Afterward  Workers 
Vanguard  interviewed  Mary  Jo  Marino, 


a car  inspector  and  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  a Fighting  TWU:  “At  first, 
union  officers  tried  to  insist  only  con- 
ductors would  be  allowed  into  the  meet- 
ing. but  everybody  started  chanting  ‘AH 
titles!'  When  they  tried  to  cancel  the 
meeting,  the  room  erupted.  People  sur- 
rounded officials,  berating  them,  insist- 
ing that  it  must  go  on.  They  tried  to  leave 
the  room  but  the  members  just  blocked 
the  doors." 

The  meeting  grew  to  over  200  with 
several  hundred  TWUers  still  outside. 


Word  spread  that  the  cops  had  been 
called  to  evict  members  from  the  hall. 
The  cops  said  there  would  be  no  arrests 
unless  the  union  leadership  authorized 
it,  and  Local  100  VP  Herbert  Jones  gave 
them  the  go-ahead.  “The  room  erupted 
again  in  pandemonium,"  said  Marino. 
"Jones  was  berated  up  one  side  and  down 
another.” 

Marino  got  the  floor,  speaking  on 


behalf  of  the  Committee  for  a Fighting 
TWU.  “I  said,  ‘Everybody  knows  this 
contract  stinks.  Sure  we  can  vote  no,  but 
then  what?  The  leadership  has  made  it 
clear  they  want  to  ram  this  through,  they 
even  called  the  cops  on  our  own  mem- 
bers. We’re  up  against  Dinkins  and  the 
Democrats  and  you  guys  [TWU  tops] 
are  in  their  pockets.  Pressure  is  not  going 
to  work,  we  need  a leadership  that  wants 
to  fight  to  win’." 

When  she  put  forward  a motion  for  a 
local  meeting  at  Madison  Square  Gar- 


den. it  was  unanimously  passed.  Inter- 
national VP  Fulton  threatened  binding 
arbitration.  When  he  said.  "You  can  talk 
strike  all  you  want,  nobody's  going  on 
strike."  there  were  catcalls.  New  Direc- 
tions leader  Corinne  Scott  responded, 
"Nobody’s  talking  strike  here  , who's 
talking  strike?"  Marino  hollered  back, 
“I  am!" 

Last  year  the  number  of  major  strikes 
in  the  U.S.  was  at  the  lowest  since  the 
end  of  World  War  II,  yet  in  New  York, 
with  one  of  the  highest  concentrations 
of  unionized  workers  in  the  nation,  mil- 
itant Daily  News  strikers  drew  broad 
public  support  across  racial  lines.  More 
recently,  tens  of  thousands  of  hospital 
workers  and  construction  workers  rallied 
for  jobs.  Yet  once  again  they  were  told 
to  get  behind  the  Democrats.  Hall  and 
Local  1 199  hospital  workers  leader  Den- 
nis Rivera  are  Democratic  Party  dele- 
gates for  phony  "friend  of  labor"  Tom 
Harkin. 

Transit  workers  face  a major  chal- 
lenge. They  have  the  power  to  launch  a 
strike  that  shuts  down  NYC.  The  1980 
transit  strike  cost  the  bosses  $100  mil- 
lion per  day  until  Sonny  Hall's  prede- 
cessor. John  Lawe,  sold  it  out.  But  you 
need  a clear-sighted  leadership.  “New 
Directions"  is  a ragtag  bag  of  reformist 
“socialists"  and  lower-level  officials 
who  refuse  to  call  for  a strike;  now 
they’re  dropping  hints  about  "disrupt- 
ing” service  during  the  Democratic  con- 
vention— five  months  from  now. 

The  stakes  are  enormous,  and  penny- 
ante  gimmicks  won’t  cut  it.  The  U.S. 
ruling  class  engaged  in  an  orgy  of  trium- 
phalism over  the  one-sided  Persian  Gulf 
slaughter  and  the  supposed  “death  of 
Communism.”  But  it's  in  deep  trouble 
at  home,  where  the  economy  is  dead  in 
the  water,  the  cities  are  falling  apart, 
racist  attacks  are  rising.  And  it  all  comes 
together  in  New  York  City.  Defense 
of  the  unions  and  workers’  livelihoods 
means  challenging  the  capitalist  system. 
We  reprint  below  excerpts  from  the 
February  1 1 leaflet  by  the  Committee  for 
a Fighting  TWU  raising  a program  to 
fight  the  contract  swindle,  sweep  out  the 
sellout  misleaders,  break  with  the  capi- 
talist parties  to  struggle  for  power. 


WV  Photo 


February  12—1,500  TWUers  stream  across  Brooklyn  Bridge  in  angry  protest 
against  contract  sellout. 


We  Need  a Leadership  That 
Wants  to  Strike  and  Knows  How  to  Win! 


The  contract  stinks  and  the  Hall  gang 
is  helping  the  TA  slip  it  through  with  a 
mail  ballot.  Not  only  are  we  paying  for 
our  "increase"  out  of  injury  pay.  new 
hires’  raises  and  pension  fund  but  those 
increases  will  be  tied  to  “productivity"; 
and  we  are  the  first  union  workers  who 
will  pay  fines  for  getting  written  up!  The 
$1,000  bribe  is  insult  to  injury.  We  want 
a union-wide  mass  meeting  at  the  Garden 
to  vote  this  contract  down  and  mobilize 
for  a winning  strike! 

A fighting  leadership  would  strike 
now  while  rallying  support  citywide  by 
demanding  “Free  mass  transit — rip  out 
the  turnstiles!"  A political  strike  would 
bring  out  all  the  city  unions  who  are 
without  contracts  and  are  facing  massive 
cutbacks.  All  the  working  people  in  New 
York  are  facing  cutbacks  in  education, 
social  services,  hospitals,  crumbling 
expressways  and  rotting  bridges.  We 
must  fight  back  or  starve  and  TWU  Local 
100  is  in  a position  to  lead  all  city  labor 
in  strike  action  to  stop  these  attacks. 


The  roadblock  here  is  leadership.  The 
union  bureaucrats  have  done  nothing  but 
collect  our  dues  and  give  them  to  the 
Democratic  Party,  while  hiring  them- 
selves out  as  the  bosses'  labor  cops  to 
enforce  the  massive  attacks  on  working 
and  poor  people  over  the  last  decade. 

Look  at  the  case  of  brother  Robert 
Ray.  He  is  charged  with  murder  and  held 
without  bail  for  the  Union  Square  crash, 
scapegoated  for  the  unsafe  system  which 
is  the  TA's  crime!  While  the  media  vul- 
tures picked  at  Ray  and  the  entire  union. 
Hall  & Co.  let  this  brother  twist  in 
the  wind  and  used  this  case  to  impose 
drug  testing  on  all  of  us.  TWUers  packed 
the  courtroom  in  solidarity  at  Ray’s  hear- 
ing and  the  motormen  voted  unani- 
mously for  his  immediate  release  and  for 
the  union  to  cover  all  expenses.  Ray’s 
next  court  hearing  is  on  February  21  at 
9:00  a.m..  Ill  Centre  St.  Be  there! 

The  Japan-bashing  cartoon  and  col- 
umn in  the  last  TWU  Express  is  racist 
trash  which  feeds  attacks  on  minorities 


here  and  has  no  place  in  our  union  paper! 
We  should  be  looking  to  other  workers 
for  examples,  like  the  militant  Hyundai 
workers  in  Korea,  and  for  solidarity  in 
common  struggle  against  the  capitalists 
on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific. 

The  TWU  tops  back  the  same  Demo- 
cratic Party  politicians — Cuomo,  Din- 
kins— who  are  swinging  the  ax  against 
the  unions,  the  homeless  and  poor  in 
NYC.  There  is  also  a layer  of  junior 
fakers  and  wannabes  who  can't  seem  to 
wrap  their  mouth  around  the  word  strike. 
When  Sonny  Hall  extended  the  contract 
last  April,  he  did  so  with  the  votes  of 
his  loyal  opposition.  New  Directions.  If 
they  can’t  be  for  "no  contract,  no  work" 
who  thinks  they  are  going  to  lead  this 
union  against  Cuomo.  Dinkins  and  the 
Taylor  Law?  New  Directions  wants  to 
pressure  Sonny  Hall  to  pressure  Jesse 
Jackson  and  the  Democrats  to  beg  the 
whole  gang  that  keeps  things  running 
the  way  they  are. 

TWUers  should  know  about  a sinister 


outfit  called  the  Workers  League.  For 
years  they  have  begged  the  racist  AFL- 
CIO  brass  to  form  a labor  party,  while 
opposing  any  fight  against  the  special 
oppression  of  blacks  and  women.  When 
we  mobilized  Local  100  members  to 
stop  the  Klan  in  Philadelphia,  Workers 
League  supporters  opposed  bringing  out 
our  members  to  stop  the  Klan  and  then 
physically  harassed  rally  organizers  out- 
side 207th  Street. 

The  misleadership  of  our  union  is  so 
bad  that  some  of  our  most  militant  mem- 
bers have  given  up  entirely  on  the  whole 
idea  of  a union.  This  is  wrong — we  must 
forge  a class-struggle  leadership.  We  can 
begin  now  by  fighting  for  a mass  meet- 
ing in  the  Garden  and  electing  a strike 
committee  to  lead  a winning  strike.  The 
key  to  unleashing  our  power  is  breaking 
from  the  gang  of  Democrats  and  their 
flunkeys  in  the  union  leadership  who  are 
cracking  the  whip  for  the  capitalists.  We 
need  full  employment — 30  hours  work 
for  40  hours  pay  with  full  COLA!  Create 
jobs  with  massive  programs  to  rebuild 
housing,  hospitals,  schools,  roads  and 
bridges — and  starting  in  New  York  with 
the  signals,  tunnel  fans  and  filthy  shops 
of  the  TA!  We  need  a fighting  workers 
party  that  will  fight  for  a workers  gov- 
ernment which  will  rip  the  wealth  we 
create  out  of  the  hands  of  the  bankers 
and  junk  bond  ripoff  artists.  ■ 
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Ukrainian  Red  Army  Vet 
Speaks  at  ICL  Educational 


On  January  18.  the  International  Com- 
munist League  (Fourth  Internationalist) 
sponsored  an  All-Union  Educational 
Seminar  in  Moscow.  In  a modest  way, 
this  gathering  pointed  the  international- 
ist road  forward  for  the  multinational 
Soviet  proletariat  in  the  face  of  counter- 
revolutionary turmoil  and  growing  frat- 
ricidal nationalism. 

The  seminar  was  introduced  by  a ded- 
ication to  the  “3Ls" — Lenin,  Luxemburg 
and  Liebknecht — reasserting  the  Bol- 
shevik tradition,  buried  by  decades  of 
Stalinist  nationalism,  of  commemorating 
the  deaths  of  the  three  revolutionary 
leaders  in  late  January.  Tackling  head- 
on  the  recent  sharp  rise  in  Great  Rus- 
sian chauvinism,  the  ICL  educational 
featured  a presentation  by  comrade 
Len  Meyers  on  the  Bolshevik  struggle 
against  anti-Semitism,  and  the  proud  his- 
tory of  Soviet  Jews  in  defending  the 
homeland  of  October  (an  article  based 
on  this  theme  appears  in  the  forthcoming 
Russian-language  Spartacist  Bulletin 
No.  3,  under  the  title  “Bolshevism  vs. 
Stalinism  on  the  Jewish  Question:  Down 
With  Anti-Semitism,  Tool  of  Reac- 
tion!"’). A second  presentation  outlined 
the  history  and  development  of  the  ICL. 

The  internationalist  character  of  the 
gathering  was  reflected  in  the  attendance 
as  well.  While  Russia’s  Yeltsin  and 
Ukrainian  leader  Leonid  Kravchuk  fuel 
fratricidal  nationalism  in  their  drive  to 
tear  apart  the  Soviet  state,  the  ICL  sem- 
inar brought  together  communists  from 
various  regions  and  cities  of  Russia  as 
well  as  from  other  republics,  including 
the  Ukraine  and  Kazakhstan.  Addition- 
ally, the  seminar  was  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  recently  founded  Rus- 
sian Communist  Workers  Party  (RKRP), 
the  newspaper  Kontrargumenty  i Fakty 
and  the  “League  for  a Revolutionary 
Communist  International"  associated 
with  the  British  Workers  Power  group. 
Neither  the  RKRP  nor  LRCI  spokesmen 
chose  to  speak  in  the  discussion  period. 

A rich  and  lively  discussion  followed 
both  presentations,  as  a diverse  audi- 
ence, including  Moscow  and  Leningrad 
industrial  workers,  a rank-and-file  min- 
ers’ leader  and  international  visitors, 
brought  their  own  views  and  experiences 
to  bear.  Of  particular  note  were  remarks 
(excerpted  below)  by  comrade  Galeos 
Pavlovich  Mikhailyuk  of  Kiev,  editor 
of  the  newspaper  Bukhenvaldskiy  Nabat 
{Buchenwald  Alarm),  a Ukrainian  Red 
Army  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  sur- 


vivor of  the  Buchenwald  concentration 
camp.  In  the  course  of  presenting 
valuable  contributions  on  the  fight 
against  anti-Semitism  and  nationalism, 
comrade  Mikhailyuk  also  presented  his 
own  view  of  what  kind  of  revolutionary 
party  is  needed  today,  a theme  that 
was  taken  up  by  various  speakers  in 
the  discussion  period.  The  ICL’s  pro- 
gram for  the  construction  of  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  vanguard  party  was  the  focus 


of  the  second  presentation,  as  outlined 
after  this  excerpt. 

* * * 

Comrades,  I hope  I may  make  use  of 
the  term  “communist.”  Perhaps  if  there 
is  anyone  here  who  isn’t  a communist, 
well,  he  can  just  listen.  I didn’t  simply 
become  the  editor  of  this  newspaper.  Its 
first  issues  still  appeared  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  the  Ukraine.  If  you 
took  a look  at  the  paper's  second  issue, 
you  would  find  exactly  the  materials 
which  the  speaker  has  been  talking 
about:  on  the  founding  of  the  SS  "Gali- 
tsyn" Division  [composed  of  Ukrainian 
fascists]  in  1943.  This  is  the  meaning  of 
Ukrainian  nationalism. 

I have  come  from  a country  that,  right 
now,  is  rabid.  It  is  careening  toward  fas- 
cism— toward  the  most  open,  shameless 
kind  of  fascism.  We  already  have  the 
attacks,  the  bloody  confrontations,  we 


already  have  the  threats.  And  the  ter- 
ror— we  have  it  all.  Now  we  have  “our" 
flag,  and  an  anthem,  which  has  not  even 
been  approved  by  the  Supreme  Soviet, 
or  by  the  people,  or  by  any  referendum; 
these  trappings  have  simply  been  tossed 
at  us,  and  we’re  supposed  to  show  them 
respect. 

In  our  country  there  is  an  organization, 
the  SLUN — it’s  a youth  organization 
along  the  lines  of  the  stormtrooper 


brigades  in  Germany  during  1932-33. 
These  thugs  walk  around  downtown  in 
SS  Galitsyn  uniforms.  On  November  7. 
I was  giving  a speech  [at  the  Revolution 
Day  demonstration]  in  Kiev  and  they 
twice  tried  to  block  the  movement  of  our 
column.  They  were  attacking  us,  beating 
people  up;  even  after  the  rally  was  all 
over  they  attacked  and  beat  up  the  old 
men,  the  veterans.  They  were  afraid  to 
go  after  the  young  guys,  but  they  beat 
up  the  old  men. 

Here  is  my  story.  I lost  my  father  in 
1938,  when  Joseph  Vissarionovich  [Sta- 
lin] settled  his  score  with  the  Leninists, 
the  Communist-Leninists.  So  there  I 
was,  “Family  Member  to  a Traitor  of  the 
Motherland”  (that  was  the  term  that  was 
used.  “FMTM").  All  the  same,  I went  to 
the  front.  I had  to  volunteer,  since  I was 
too  young  to  be  called  up  for  service.  I 
was  wounded,  taken  prisoner,  and  sur- 
vived the  purgatory  of  Buchenwald. 

In  fascist  Germany  they  knew  only 
three  terms:  Ubermensch  [superhuman], 
Mensch  [human],  and  Untermensch 
[subhuman].  The  Untermensch  included 
the  Jews,  yes.  and  the  Gypsies,  and  of 
course  us  as  well,  Soviet  citizens.  But 
if  they  were  going  to  incinerate  us  in 
stages,  then  it  was  the  Jews  whom  they 
first  drove  into  the  suffocation  vans.  First 
into  the  gas  chambers,  first  into  the 
ovens.  I myself  saw  that  woman  Ilse 
Koch,  who  made  gloves,  slippers,  lamp- 
shades, from  human  flesh.  I saw  this  with 
my  own  eyes  in  the  Buchenwald  con- 
centration camp. 

The  comrade  speaker  reminded  us  of 
the  "Beilis  affair"  [a  tsarist  anti-Semitic 
fabrication  in  1911.  in  which  the  Jewish 
worker  Mendel  Beilis  was  accused  of 
the  “ritual  murder”  of  a Christian  youth]. 
Now  this  affair  took  place  in  Kiev;  my 
mother  and  father  organized  workers 
defense  guards  to  defend  the  Jews  from 
pogroms.  Always,  whenever  such  a sit- 


uation would  arise,  like  after  1905, 
where  a scapegoat  had  to  be  found,  that 
scapegoat  would  be  the  Jews.  Stalin  did 
the  same  kind  of  thing,  both  before  the 
war  and  then  later  in  the  “Doctors’  Plot.” 

Now  we  have  these  UPA  [the  pro-Nazi 
World  War  II  Ukrainian  Partisan  Army] 
thugs  walking  around,  talking  about  their 
streltsy  [riflemen],  like  they  were  some 
kind  of  anti-fascist  heroes.  This  is  a 
lie.  They  used  to  kill  all  Russians,  just 
for  being  Russians.  We  have  lists  of 
those  eliminated  in  the  course  of  a sin- 
gle year  in  the  single  district  of  the 
Ivano-Frankovsk  region,  a list  of  630 
people,  entire  families.  They  murdered 
them  for  being  “Moskal"  [Russians]; 
they  murdered  a German  officer,  who 
escaped  from  a Soviet  prison,  for  be- 
ing German.  Poles  they  killed  just  for 
being  Polish.  These  lists  are  very  pre- 
cise accounts — they're  the  reports,  the 
lists  that  were  made  by  the  people 
who  carried  out  the  actions — the  "SB" 
or  security  service,  as  it  was  called. 
These  lists  showed  exactly  who  was 
killed,  and  why — "Ubiystvo  propagan- 
divno"  [Ukrainian  for  “propaganda  mur- 
der"]— and  we  know  what  that  means: 
exemplary  execution. 

Unfortunately,  the  real  heirs  of  Stalin, 
our  "partocrats,"  who  we  and  the  party 
were  not  able  to  deal  with  properly,  have 
now  provided  the  leadership  of  these 
states  which  have  been  built  on  the  ruins 
of  the  Soviet  Union.  Now  they  are  wran- 
gling like  dogs  on  a garbage  heap,  fight- 
ing over  a bone — only  this  “bone”  is  the 
Black  Sea  Fleet,  the  Army,  the  Air  Force 
and  so  on.  Yes,  like  Fighting  over  a bone. 

Meanwhile,  there’s  Yeltsin  at  odds 
with  our  Kravchuk.  Now  I knew  Krav- 
chuk personally,  when  he  was  still  in 
charge  of  the  Ukrainian  CP’s  ideological 
department.  And  so  here  are  these  people 
looking  around  for  their  scapegoat.  They 
all  start  from  the  same  position:  as 
nationalists,  whipping  up  national  differ- 
ences. And  that  is  exactly  what  we  have 
here.  We  have  a civil  war  in  Georgia. 
We  have  a war  between  the  Azeri  and 
Armenian  peoples.  We  have  war  between 
the  Moldavian  and  Russian  peoples,  the 
Gagauzy. 

And  this  is  right  next  door  to  us  in 
the  Ukraine.  Just  count  them  up.  in  the 
Ukraine  we  have  52  million  people,  of 
whom  18  million  are  Russians.  And  now 
these  nationalists,  who  can’t  even  use 
proper  Ukrainian,  are  telling  us  all  how 
we  have  to  be  Ukrainians,  and  how  we're 
supposed  to  behave,  how  we’re  supposed 
to  hate  the  "Moskal,"  i.e.,  the  Russian, 
and  the  "Yid"  of  course,  i.e.,  the  Jew. 
We  won’t  even  mention  the  Gypsies, 
there  are  probably  almost  none  of  them 
left  by  now.  and  if  there  are,  it  is  only 
a pitiful  remnant. 

So  now  we  can  already  see  the  com- 
peting pretensions  of  the  Ukraine  and 
Russia,  of  the  Ukraine  toward  its  neigh- 
bors— and  that  can  only  lead  to  an  out- 
burst of  national  antagonism  and  war. 
The  only  possible  thing  that  can  save 
the  situation  is,  of  course,  the  restora- 
tion, the  re-establishment  of  a commu- 
nist party.  It  would  be  a party  of  a dif- 
ferent type  altogether.  Not  the  kind  of 
party  that  appointed  our  chiefs  without 
us  having  any  say — except  to  applaud 
and  cast  our  unanimous  vote.  All  these 
Shcherbitskys,  Kravchuks,  Brezhnevs, 
Yeltsins  and  so  on — they’re  all  birds  of 
a feather.  They  are  about  as  much  com- 
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munist  as  I am  the  Pope  of  Rome. 

We’re  here  to  address  the  people  with 
the  need  to  build  a Leninist  party,  to 
establish  Leninist  principles  of  party 
leadership.  To  clean  house,  and  explain 
to  the  people  that  they  have  been 
lied  to  when  they  were  told  that  Lenin 
ruled  through  terror,  etc.,  etc.  Now  Stalin 
was  a terrorist,  definitely.  He  was,  in 
fact,  an  executioner.  But  he  was  no 
communist.  What  kind  of  communist 
could  he  be,  this  Stalin?  Well,  there  are 
people  like  him  still  around,  people 
who  would  make  use  of  the  same  meth- 
ods to  resolve  disputes  in  a fragmented 
country. 

As  editor  of  Buchenwald  Alarm  an 
original  document  came  into  my  posses- 
sion; it  was  a document  of  the  German 
political  staff  from  April  1944.  By  then 
Germany  was  suffering  a defeat,  and  giv- 
ing a valuable  lesson  to  its  future  heirs: 
so  as  to  prevent  it  from  ever  again  threat- 
ening capitalism,  the  capitalist  world, 
Russia  must  be  divided  up.  We  must 
expect,  if  things  keep  going  on  as  they 
have,  that  in  our  long-suffering  Soviet 
land  we  will  see  pogroms  break  out 
against  the  Jews. 

We  must  get  through  to  people,  we 
must  rally  them.  The  comrades  can  refute 
this  if  they  like,  but  my  opinion  is  that 


we  should  make  a bloc  with  all  socialist 
currents,  communist  currents,  on  just  one 
point:  the  need  to  combat  nationalism. 

We  in  the  Ukraine  have  just  this  month 
received  coupons  in  lots  of  200:  200 
coupons  is  200  rubles.  Unfortunately  I 
didn’t  get  any,  so  I can’t  show  them  to 
you.  They  are  printed  in  France,  and  it 
cost  $20  million  to  produce  them,  no 
more,  no  less.  The  country  just  keeps 
getting  poorer.  So  what  do  you  think  1 
can  acquire  for  these  200  coupons?  I can 
buy  one  stick  of  bread  per  month,  a bun, 
and  a half  kilo  of  potatoes,  then  my 
money  has  disappeared.  Can  you  imag- 
ine the  degree  of  poverty  these  nation- 
alist gentlemen  are  willing  to  impose  on 
the  people? 

But  they  are  counting  on  rebellion  and 
repression.  They  are  counting  on  the 
expectation  that  there  will  be  a flare-up 
of  rebellion,  and  the  tanks  won’t  be  silent 
this  time!  Because  one  of  these  thugs 
said  to  me  right  to  my  face:  ‘‘If  we  had 
been  in  charge  at  Buchenwald,  you 
wouldn’t  be  walking  around  here,  you 
wouldn’t  be  walking  by."  So  you  see, 
these  people  are  ready  to  destroy,  they’re 
ready  to  open  fire. 

This  is  why  we  have  to  appeal  to  the 
toilers,  to  the  working  class,  to  the  peas- 
antry, and  launch  a single  common  pow- 
erful party,  a powerful  movement.  Let  it 
be  the  Fourth  International;  let  it  be 
international  in  that  it  must  appeal  to 
the  toilers,  to  the  international  working 
class,  the  international  communist  and 
socialist  movement.  There’s  no  need  to 
be  shy  about  it. 

But  meanwhile  we  must  toss  aside  all 
the  squabbles,  all  the  quarrels,  the  dog- 
matism. Let  the  theoreticians  worry 
about  where  the  commas,  where  the  peri- 
ods and  exclamation  marks  belong  in 
Marx.  We  have  to  get  rid  of  this  hair- 
splitting. Right  now  it  is  necessary  to 
focus  our  attention  on  one  thing:  pre- 
serving the  land  of  the  soviets. 


Please  understand,  I was  a member  of 
the  underground  in  the  Buchenwald  con- 
centration camp.  In  the  international 
committee  I worked  closely  with  the 
democrats.  I was  just  a young  kid,  and 
one  guy  broke  down  in  tears  in  front  of 
me — this  was  someone  who  had  been  a 
deputy  in  the  Reichstag  [German  parlia- 


ment], who  had  voted  for  Hindenburg 
against  the  Communists,  who  ended  up 
in  Buchenwald.  “We  were  so  short- 
sighted," he  said,  "we  totally  underesti- 
mated this  fascist  movement!" 

There  is  no  poison  more  terrible  than 
the  poison  of  nationalism.  Especially 
when  there  is  someone  nearby  that  can 
be  singled  out:  the  "Moskal,”  i.e.,  the 
Russian. 

On  the  so-called  GKChP  [the  August 
coup  committee]  putsch.  Well,  this  was 
the  partocracy’s  bluff.  I’m  telling  you 
this  as  someone  who  has  been  through 
the  concentration  camp,  and  I'll  guaran- 
tee you,  given  a hundred  men  armed  with 
automatic  weapons — no  tanks  neces- 
sary— a hundred  machine-gunners,  and 
I would  have  dealt  with  this  Yeltsin.  Not 
the  slightest  doubt  about  it.  A hundred 
of  my  wartime  machine-gunners  of 
1941,  my  intelligence  men,  and  I would 
have  taken  out  any  barricade  you  care 
to  mention.  It  was  pure  bluff.  Pure  bluff, 
smoke  and  mirrors. 

Now  I’d  like  to  move  on  to  the  subject 
of  practical  activities.  We  must  construct 
a communist  party.  The  CPSU  was 
betrayed  by  its  leaders.  Gorbachev  & Co. 
along  with  Yeltsin,  Kravchuk  and  that 
riffraff.  We  can't  rebuild  that  party,  no 
one  will  follow  it.  Unfortunately,  politics 
follows  the  principle,  a purely  mechan- 
ical principle,  of  inertia.  If  we  were  to 
go  around  today  in  the  Soviet  Union 
dredging  up  the  name  of  Trotsky,  it  just 
wouldn’t  be  feasible  in  the  Soviet  Union 
to  get  a sufficient  number  of  people  into 
such  a party.  Make  no  mistake,  I respect 
the  man  a great  deal.  My  parents  were 
Communists  almost  since  the  last  cen- 
tury, my  father  since  1904.  my  mother 
since  1907.  They  had  great  respect  for 
this  political  figure,  and  they  were  pun- 
ished for  it. 

But  in  politics  there  is  strategy  and 
there  is  tactics.  Our  goal  is  the  build- 
ing of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 


Republics.  Our  goal,  our  task — to  found 
anew  the  mighty  rule  of  the  toilers,  free 
of  the  Stalinist-Gorbachevite  disfigura- 
tions. Later  we’ll  manage  to  rehabilitate 
Trotsky  and  place  him  in  the  appropriate 
position  of  authority  in  the  revolutionary 
movement.  I think  we  can  save  this 
accomplishment  for  later,  when  things 
are  brighter,  clearer. 

* * * 

In  the  discussion  period,  a number 
of  speakers  voiced  their  opposition  to 
comrade  Mikhailyuk’s  conception  of  an 
all-inclusive  party.  A particularly  pow- 
erful contribution  was  made  by  a min- 
ers' leader,  who  related  from  his  own 
experience  that  to  build  a party  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky  you  have  to  say 
so  forthrightly.  A comrade  from  the 
former  DDR  (East  Germany)  stressed 
the  Leninist  policy  of  a united  front — 
march  separately,  strike  together — in 
fighting  fascism,  and  attacked  the  RKRP 
for  "uniting"  with  monarchists,  thus 
opening  the  door  wider  to  counter- 
revolution. An  older  industrial  worker 
cited  the  ICL’s  opposition  to  Solidamosc 
counterrevolution  in  Poland  in  1981  as 
the  “real  Trotskyism”  that’s  needed,  as 
opposed  to  the  impostors  who  supported 
Walesa. 

The  road  to  building  an  authentically 
Leninist  party  was  the  subject  of  the 
second  presentation  by  comrade  Meyers, 
on  the  history  and  development  of 
the  ICL.  He  emphasized  that  a serious 
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approach  to  constructing  a Bolshevik 
party  must  be  based  on  firm  program- 
matic agreement  on  central  questions. 
These  include  proletarian  opposition  to 
popular-frontism  and  class  collaboration 
of  any  sort;  a solidly  internationalist 
perspective  opposed  to  any  tailing  of 
nationalist  forces,  whether  Khomeini  in 
Iran,  Walesa  in  Poland  or  the  “Arab  Rev- 
olution"; defense  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
the  state  bom  out  of  the  October  Revo- 
lution of  1917,  and  political  revolution 
to  sweep  out  the  Stalinist  betrayers 
and  their  thoroughly  counterrevolution- 
ary successors. 

The  speaker  discussed  as  well  the 
perspective  of  revolutionary  regroup- 
ment: the  need  to  fuse  together,  through 
a process  of  splits  and  fusions,  cadre 
who  today  may  be  found  in  a vari- 
ety of  organizations.  Comparing  the 
record  of  programmatic  firmness  of  the 
ICL  with  the  disarray  of  various 
self-styled  “Trotskyist"  or  “communist" 
organizations,  he  stressed  that  there 
is  no  shortcut  in  laying  the  founda- 
tions for  an  authoritative  and  solidly 
revolutionary  mass  workers  party.  "What 
we  must  do  is  come  together  on  the 
basis  of  firm  programmatic  agreement," 
concluded  the  speaker.  “That  is  the 
way  to  build  the  internationalist  party 
needed  to  save  the  Soviet  Union  on  the 
basis  of  workers  democracy  and  a 
planned  centralized  economy,  and  to  re- 
store the  red  flag  of  internationalism  to 
the  Kremlin.”* 
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around  the  world  was  of  his  head  lolling 
in  the  lap  of  Prime  Minister  Miyazawa, 
and  then  sliding  under  the  table. 

The  Bush  visit  spawned  a vicious 
wave  of  protectionism,  as  the  partner 
parties  of  American  capitalism  and  their 
subservient  labor  lieutenants  sought  to 
deflect  workers’  anger  away  from  the 
decaying  economy  and  into  racist  Japan- 
bashing. (This  chauvinist  crap  is  never 
directed  at  the  British,  whose  capital 
invested  in  the  U.S.  is  twice  that  of  the 
Japanese.)  As  Chrysler  boss  Iacocca  ped- 
dles his  racist  poison,  UAW  bureaucrats 
sell  out  hundreds  of  thousands  of  auto 
workers  who  will  never  see  the  inside  of 
a plant  again.  As  they  got  protectionist 
tariffs  to  jack  up  the  price  of  Japanese 
cars,  and  after  billions  in  “givebacks"  by 
the  union  tops,  the  traditional  Big  Three 
auto  giants  took  in  an  incredible  $61  bil- 
lion in  profits  just  between  1983  and  1989. 

At  a Ypsilanti,  Michigan  rally  suppos- 
edly against  GM  layoffs.  Congressman 
William  Ford  “jokingly"  called  for  beat- 
ing up  people  who  buy  Japanese  cars, 
and  a union  leaflet  declared  "when  Japan 
threatens  the  security  of  American  jobs 
we  must  go  to  war  again."  The  jingoism 
reached  a crescendo  when  Nintendo,  the 
Japanese  game  company,  offered  to  buy 
the  Mariners  baseball  team,  to  enable  the 
franchise  to  slay  in  Seattle.  The  anti- 
labor tycoons  who  run  baseball  are  as 
upset  over  the  "selling  of  America’s  pas- 
time" as  they  were  over  the  free  agent 
clause  breaking  their  slave  labor  system. 
None  of  this  went  over  in  the  Northwest, 
where  the  economy  depends  heavily  on 
trade  with  Japan,  including  exports  from 
jets  to  lumber. 

Fueling  the  jingoist  outburst  were  a 
series  of  speeches  by  senior  Japanese 
ruling  party  officials,  who  were  critical 
of  the  short-term  outlook  of  America’s 
rulers.  The  American  bourgeois  press 
went  into  high  gear  in  whipping  up  pro- 
tectionist hysteria  when  Japanese  prime 
minister  Kiichi  Miyazawa  was  quoted  as 
saying  that  “American  workers  have 
come  to  lack  a work  ethic.”  But  the 
media  buried  the  rest  of  Miyazawa’s 
speech,  which  was  a biting  denunciation 
of  Wall  Street: 

“We  have  these  leveraged  buyouts  where 
those  without  their  own  money  can  buy 
up  things,  and  then,  unable  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  their  debts,  fall  into  bankruptcy. 
It  should  be  obvious  to  anyone  that  such 
a situation  could  not  continue  long.” 

Yoshio  Sakurauchi,  Speaker  of  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Diet,  stoked  the  fire, 
saying  that  the  U.S.  is  becoming  Japan’s 
subcontractor,  that  its  workers  are  lazy 
and  illiterate.  In  fact,  the  average  U.S. 
worker  puts  in  163  more  hours  a year 


than  in  1970,  second  only  to  Japan  and 
far  more  than  Germany.  More  than  7 mil- 
lion Americans  hold  two  or  even  three 
jobs.  Meanwhile,  in  Japan  there  is  an 
epidemic  of  a disease  that  takes  some 
10,000  victims  a year,  karoshi,  literally 
death  from  overwork. 

The  Japanese  ruling  class  is  among 
the  most  xenophobic  in  the  world,  as 
one  look  at  their  treatment  of  Korean 
workers  or  Chinese  during  their  World 
War  II  occupation  shows.  Japanese  busi- 
nessmen and  politicians  make  openly 
racist  remarks  about  American  blacks 
and  Hispanics,  and  Japanese  companies 
deliberately  locate  their  U.S.  plants 
(which  now  produce  2 million  cars  and 
trucks  per  year)  in  heavily  white,  rural 
areas,  far  from  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
laid-off  (and  more  militant)  black  and 
Hispanic  workers  of  the  Midwest  cities. 
Now  the  liberal  NAACP  is  responding 
in  kind,  pushing  a racist  boycott  of  Japa- 
nese cars. 

“Hang  Around  a Democrat...” 

The  primary  campaign  is  the  most  jin- 
goistic display  in  years.  On  the  Repub- 
lican fringe  Pat  Buchanan  raves,  “we’re 
not  going  to  settle  for  making  Cheerios 
and  potato  chips  for  the  Japanese.” 
Buchanan’s  "America  First"  campaign 
particularly  targets  foreign-bom  work- 
ers, complaining  that  immigration  is  an 
“assault  on  American  culture" — which 
he  identifies  as  Columbus,  Custer  and 
the  Confederate  flag.  He  praised  Adolf 
Hitler  as  a “political  organizer  of  the  first 
rank,”  and  is  an  American  kin  of  the 
clerical-fascists  who  ran  parts  of  East 
Europe  under  the  protection  of  the  Nazi 
Wehrmacht.  This  repulsive  creep  is  actu- 
ally giving  Bush  a run  for  his  money  in 
the  New  Hampshire  primary.  And  to 
Buchanan's  right,  there's  KKKer  David 
Duke  waiting  down  South. 


What  can  the  Democrats  come  up  with 
to  compete  with  this  sinister  gang?  The 
crew  slogging  it  out  in  New  Hamp- 
shire— former  Massachusetts  Senator 
Paul  Tsongas  (a  "pro-business”  techno- 
crat), Nebraska’s  Bob  Kerrey  (exploiter 
of  child  labor.  Vietnam  vet,  glories  in 
having  killed  Vietnamese),  Iowa’s  Tom 
Harkin  (Vietnam-era  vet,  wishes  he  had 
killed  some  Vietnamese),  California’s 
Jerry  Brown  (all-purpose  faddist  known 
as  "Governor  Moonbeam")  and  Arkan- 
sas anti-union  good  ole  boy  Bill  Clin- 
ton— are  widely  seen  as  second-raters. 

So  much  so  that  a "draft  Cuomo" 
write-in  campaign  has  mushroomed.  But 
while  the  liberal  New  York  governor 
who  presents  "fiscally  conservative" 
austerity  budgets  may  offer  some  hope 
for  the  Democratic  Party,  he  is  no  friend 
of  labor  or  minorities.  Just  ask  the  heav- 
ily black  and  Hispanic  students  of  the 
City  University  of  New  York,  thousands 
of  whom  were  forced  out  of  school 
because  of  Cuomo-ordered  budget  cuts. 

For  a while  it  looked  like  Clinton  had 
been  anointed  front-runner  by  the  media 
powers  that  be.  “Slick  Willie”  tried  to 
combine  the  image  of  a Middle  America 
"populist"  with  a tough  law-and-order 
type.  In  fact,  three  of  the  five  Democratic 
hopefuls  are  for  the  racist  death  penalty. 
As  governor  of  Arkansas,  Clinton  prides 
himself  in  being  a “hands  on”  execu- 
tive...and  executioner.  On  the  eve  of  his 
60  Minutes  appearance,  he  raced  back  to 
Little  Rock  to  oversee  the  lethal  injection 
of  a hopelessly  brain-damaged  black 
man,  Rickey  Ray  Rector. 

Clinton’s  campaign  wasn’t  hurt  so 
much  by  the  Gennifer  Flowers  affair — 
though  his  wife  Hillary  had  the  bad 
taste  to  declare  she  was  not  “some  little 
woman  standing  by  my  man  like  Tammy 
Wynette,"  thereby  alienating  every 
country-western  fan  in  the  U.S.  of  A. 
What  really  hit  Clinton  hard  was  the 
still  smoldering  question  of  the  Vietnam 
War.  "Clinton  Received  a Vietnam  Draft 
Deferment  for  an  ROTC  Program  That 
He  Never  Joined.”  revealed  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  (6  February).  Political 
pundits  see  his  1969  letter  to  a ROTC 
recruiter  as  the  kiss  of  death  in  today’s 
flag-waving  “America  first"  climate.  He 
thanked  the  recruiter  "for  saving  me 
from  the  draft"  and  even  described  him- 
self as  one  who  “opposed  and  despised" 
the  war. 

Vietnam  is  a wound  that  still  won't 
heal  for  the  generation  coming  to  polit- 
ical power  now.  What,  after  all,  could 
possibly  be  an  American  “war  hero”  in 
that  losing,  dirty  colonial  war?  For  a lot 
of  young  Americans  back  then,  the  real 
heroes  were  Ho  Chi  Minh  and  the  Viet- 
namese fighting  for  their  liberation.  And 
they  hated  the  Democratic  presidents 
Kennedy  and  Johnson  as  war  criminals. 

Rad-lib  journalist  Alexander  Cockbum 
quips,  "Hang  around  a Democrat  long 
enough  and  he'll  promise  to  invade 
somewhere."  The  Democratic  sixpack- 
minus-one  sound  like  Iacocca  and  Doug- 
las MacArthur  rolled  into  one.  The  Dem- 
ocratic candidates  push  their  message  of 
trade  war  because  they  have  no  answer 
to  the  decay  of  American  capitalism.  All 
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their  talk  of  “industrial  policy”  amounts 
to  gearing  up  to  clobber  Japan  and  prom- 
ising a paltry  tax  cut  for  the  "middle 
class."  coupled  with  the  usual  "get  tough 
on  crime"  speeches  where  with  barely 
veiled  racism  they  call  for  more  cops, 
more  prisons,  more  executions.  But  a lot 
of  workers  aren’t  buying.  Time  magazine 
(13  January)  notes:  “There's  a genuine 
feeling  that  the  country  has  gotten  way 
off  track,  and  neither  political  party  has 
any  answers.  Americans  don’t  see  any 
solutions." 

FDR  Democrats  like  Harkin  cite  New 
School  economist  Robert  Heilbroner 
saying,  “Without  an  adequate  infrastruc- 
ture. private  industry  cannot  live  up  to 
its  potential."  The  “industrial  policy”  of 
Harkin  and  Heilbroner  is  a (futile)  call 
for  some  sort  of  corporatist  economic 
structure,  futile  because  the  U.S.  ruling 
class  won’t  accept  such  "state  interfer- 
ence.” Behind  the  “pro-labor”  rhetoric 
is  a program  of  straitjacketing  the  work- 
ing class  through  institutionalized  class 
collaboration.  Heilbroner  told  Time  (13 
January)  "that  if  the  U.S.  had  its  own 
type  of  loose  alliance  between  labor, 
business  and  government,  as  some 
European  nations  do,  such  a structure 
could  provide  a means  to  control  exces- 
sive wage  increases.”  Excessive  wages?! 
American  wages  have  been  falling  since 
1972  along  with  the  decay  of  U.S.  pro- 
ductive capacity. 

Yet  in  spite  of  the  barrage  of  protec- 
tionist propaganda,  even  at  the  height  of 
the  Pearl  Harbor  anniversary  media  blitz 
47  percent  of  the  U.S.  population  held 
that  "the  United  States  is  blaming  Japan 
for  its  own  economic  problems"  ( New 
York  Times,  3 December).  There  is  a 
widespread  perception  that  this  country 
needs  to  be  rebuilt  from  the  ground  up. 

The  reformist  left,  when  they  aren't 
openly  promoting  the  candidacy  of  one 
or  another  Democrat,  promotes  groups 
to  pressure  the  Democrats.  Thus  the 
National  Organization  of  Women  is  cur- 
rently for  a third  party.  Off  and  on  for 
two  decades  black  nationalists  have 
talked  of  an  “independent  black  party" 
(while  also  pushing  Jesse  Jackson’s 
Democratic  “Rainbow  Coalition”).  Now 
various  pseudo-socialists  are  fawning 
over  the  “Labor  Party  Advocates"  of 
Oil  Workers  union  leader  Tony  Maz- 
zocchi,  who  dreams  of  a milksop  social- 
democratic  reformist  party  like  Canada’s 
New  Democrats.  But  he’s  so  worried 
about  crossing  the  Democratic-loyal 
AFL-CIO  chiefs  that  the  “LPA"  declares 
it  “will  not  interfere  with  the  on-going 
electoral  activities  of  our  unions,"  and 
vows:  “Organizing  Labor  Party  Advo- 
cates is  not  going  to  retard  the  rebirth 
of  the  Democrats.  On  the  contrary,  it  will 
encourage  it.” 

What  all  these  gambits  have  in  com- 
mon is  that  they  seek  to  prevent  the  most 
class-  and  race-conscious  militants  from 
breaking  from  the  racist,  capitalist  Dem- 
ocratic Party.  The  briefest  glance  at  the 
realities  of  life  in  Depression  U.S.A.  will 
tell  you  that  reformist  tinkering  is  use- 
less: 3 million  are  homeless,  16  million 
can't  get  a full-time  job,  34  million  have 
no  health  insurance  and  tens  of  millions 
are  living  in  official  poverty.  Racist  mob 
attacks  are  on  the  rise  and  racist  cop 
violence  is  endemic.  The  dying  Ameri- 
can Empire  wantonly  slaughters  150,000 
in  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  seeking  to 
blackmail  the  rest  of  the  world  to  pay 
or  die.  In  his  “America  iiber  alles"  State 
of  the  Union  speech.  Bush  declared  that 
"by  the  grace  of  God,  America  won  the 
cold  war."  adding,  "the  world  trusts  us 
with  power,  and  the  world  is  right." 

But  the  working  people  of  the  world 
don’t  trust  the  U.S.A.  or  George  Herbert 
Walker  Bush  III  with  power,  and  they’re 
right.  Today  the  imperialists  are  trying 
to  breathe  new  life  into  the  dying  cap- 
italist system  by  destroying  the  Soviet 
Union  and  bashing  Japan.  The  American 
ruling  class  must  be  brought  down  before 
it  drowns  humanity  in  a new  world  war. 
The  task  for  revolutionaries  is  the  con- 
struction of  a class-struggle  workers 
party  to  lead  the  fight  for  socialist  revo- 
lution on  a world  scale.* 
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Racist  acquittal  sparks  angry  march  of  students  from  Hackensack  High. 


Remember  Phillip  Panned 


Sotomayor/NY  Times 


After  a travesty  of  a trial,  the  racist 
Teaneck,  New  Jersey  killer  cop  who  shot 
black  teenager  Phillip  Pannell  in  the 
back  in  April  1990  was  cleared  by  an 
all-white  jury  on  February  1 1 . The  mur- 
derer, Gary  Spath,  was  acquitted  of 
“reckless  manslaughter."  As  the  jury  ver- 
dict was  announced.  Phillip’s  mother 
Thelma  Pannell  wept  bitterly.  The  next 
day,  200  high  school  students  took  to 
the  streets,  marching  from  the  court- 
house to  the  Teaneck  police  station. 

The  shooting  of  Phillip  Pannell  and 
the  bitter  outrage  that  followed  put  the 
lie  to  the  myth  of  racial  harmony  in 
Teaneck,  which  had  prided  itself  on 
being  a model  “progressive”  community, 
home  of  liberals  and  university  profes- 
sors. But  vicious  racism  against  blacks 
and  ominous  cop  bonapartism  were  bla- 
tantly displayed  during  the  five  and  a 
half  week  trial.  Spath  was  given  “leave 
with  pay" — a paid  vacation — for  the 
murder,  and  all  his  legal  fees  were  paid 
by  the  town  of  Teaneck.  Two  jurors 
were  actual  police  family  members. 
No  testimony  on  Spath ’s  previous  rec- 
ord of  shooting  black  suspects  was  al- 
lowed, and  witnesses  against  the  cops 
were  subjected  to  legal  harassment  and 
intimidation. 

The  trial  was  thrown  into  turmoil  after 
Melvin  DeBerry,  a 36-year-old  black 
man  who  testified  on  behalf  of  the  Pan- 
nell family,  was  surrounded  moments 
after  leaving  the  stand  by  sheriff’s  dep- 
uties who  arrested  him  on  a bogus 
"parole  violation.”  The  arrest  was  tele- 


vised by  a CBS  camera  crew  which  hap- 
pened to  be  inside  the  courthouse.  The 
dirty  tricks  were  orchestrated  by  Sheriff 
Jack  Terhune,  who  as  commander  of  the 
Teaneck  detective  division  at  the  time  of 
Pannell’s  murder  was  the  first  to  "ques- 
tion” Spath,  a longtime  friend. 

While  the  grieving  Pannell  family  and 
friends  were  subjected  to  humiliating 
weapons  searches,  Spath ’s  entourage  of 
cop  buddies  was  given  kid-glove  treat- 
ment. To  top  it  off,  there  was  the  ob- 
scene spectacle  of  paralyzed  NYC  cop 
Steven  McDonald  being  wheeled  into 
the  courtroom  (by  an  attendant  clutching 
rosary  beads)  during  Spath ’s  cross- 
examination.  McDonald,  who  became  a 
quadriplegic  in  1986  after  being  shot 
by  a black  teenager  the  cop  mistakenly 
accused  of  robbing  a bicyclist,  has 
become  a symbol  for  the  racist  PBA  in 
its  “shoot  to  kill”  policy.  But  there  prob- 
ably isn’t  a courtroom  in  the  land  large 
enough  to  hold  all  the  black  and  Hispanic 
kids  maimed  by  the  racist  cops! 

Amid  all  the  cops'  lies  and  the  Sher- 
iff’s Department’s  evidence-tampering, 
it  was  forensic  pathologist  Michael 
Baden  who  tore  the  lid  off  the  cover-up. 
Formerly  New  York  City  medical  exam- 
iner, the  outspoken  Baden  was  fired  in 
1979  by  then-mayor  Ed  Koch  after 
Baden  refused  to  cover  up  evidence  that 
Nelson  Rockefeller  had  died  with  his 
boots  off,  as  it  were,  in  flagrante.  In 
court,  Baden  demonstrated  conclusively 
that  Pannell’s  arms  were  raised  in  sur- 
render when  he  was  shot.  It  was  almost 


comical  to  see  Spath ’s  lawyer  going  into 
contortions  to  show  that  Pannell  could 
still  have  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket  while 
his  elbows  were  above  his  head.  But  in 
the  end,  the  evidence  didn’t  matter.  The 
ruling  class  protects  its  enforcers. 

Pannell’s  murder  ignited  protests  in 
Teaneck  two  years  ago,  when  angry 
blacks  demonstrating  outside  the  Cedar 
Lane  police  station  were  charged  by 
riot  police,  provoking  a riot  in  which 
squad  cars  were  overturned  and  trash 
cans  heaved  through  storefront  win- 
dows. Following  last  week’s  verdict, 
over  200  black,  white  and  Hispanic 
high  school  and  junior  high  students 
streamed  out  of  Hackensack  High  and 
marched  to  the  courthouse.  The  students 
burst  into  a press  conference  held  by 
Rev.  Herbert  Daughtry’s  "Phillip  Pannell 
Justice  Committee  to  Save  Our  Youth," 
chanting  “We  want  Spath!” 

The  students  then  marched  four  miles 
to  Teaneck  police  headquarters,  where 
they  were  menaced  by  a phalanx  of  cops 
in  full  riot  gear  attempting  to  provoke  a 
bloodbath.  Meanwhile,  faced  with  the 
anger  of  the  students,  Daughtry  and  the 
president  of  the  Bergen  County  NAACP, 
Robert  Robinson,  tried  to  cool  things 
out  by  calling  for  federal  civil  rights 
prosecution,  and  demanding  an  investi- 
gation to  determine  whether  the  killer 
cop  “violated  departmental  policies  and 
procedures." 

On  Saturday,  February  15,  about  350 
blacks  marched  in  the  rain  from  Bryant 
High,  where  Phillip  Pannell  was  killed, 


to  the  Teaneck  town  hall.  At  the  rally, 
Daughtry  and  Al  Sharpton  preached  that 
if  more  blacks  would  register  to  vote, 
there  wouldn’t  be  any  more  all-white 
juries!  Sharpton  obscenely  invoked  anti- 
Asian  bigotry  as  a cure,  calling  for 
“economic  warfare — shut  down  some- 
one’s business,  like  we  did  in  Brooklyn!" 
But  justice  for  the  oppressed  will  not 
be  found  in  the  capitalist  courts.  And 
scapegoating  Koreans  or  Jews  will  only 
strengthen  the  oppressors. 

From  New  York  to  Los  Angeles,  where 
the  four  cops  indicted  in  the  brutal  beat- 
ing of  Rodney  King  are  about  to  stand 
trial,  the  Pannell  verdict  will  be  seen  as 
a green  light  for  more  racist  killings,  by 
both  the  cops  and  gangs  of  white  thugs. 
On  New  Year's  Eve,  New  York  City  cops 
shot  down  Hector  Rivera,  a 47-year-old 
Puerto  Rican  truck  driver  and  father, 
in  front  of  his  Brooklyn  home.  As  Spar- 
tacist  signs  proclaimed  in  a January  7 
protest  over  Rivera’s  killing,  labor/ 
black/Hispanic  defense  must  be  mobi- 
lized to  stop  the  racist  terrorists  in  their 
tracks.  Urgently  needed  is  working-class 
struggle  against  segregation  in  housing 
and  education,  against  massive  youth 
unemployment  and  pervasive  cop  vio- 
lence. which  are  the  everyday  reality  for 
minorities  in  America.  Only  a socialist 
revolution,  led  by  a workers  party  that 
puls  the  power  of  organized  labor  at 
the  head  of  minority  communities  in 
the  ghettos  and  barrios,  can  accomplish 
those  tasks  and  smash  racist  terror  once 
and  for  all.  ■ 


PDC  Notes... 
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leaders,  has  made  gestures  of  coming 
clean — or  at  least  rinsing  its  pinky  fin- 
ger. In  late  January  the  government  an- 
nounced that  Jos6  Ram6n  Garcia  Gomez, 
a leading  member  of  the  Revolutionary 
Workers  Party  (PRT)  who  has  been  miss- 
ing since  December  1988,  had  been  kid- 
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napped  and  murdered  by  police.  His 
comrades  believe  that  he  may  still  be 
alive.  During  the  1988  election  Garcia 
had  been  a local  official  for  the  bour- 
geois opposition  candidate  Cuauhtemoc 
Cardenas  and  his  Party  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Revolution  (PRD).  At  the  request 
of  the  (government)  National  Commis- 
sion of  Human  Rights,  the  head  of  the 
political  investigations  section  of  the 
Morelos  state  judicial  police  was  jailed 
and  an  arrest  order  issued  for  the  head 
of  the  police,  who  has  not  appeared  in 
public. 

Jos6  Ramon  Garcia  is  one  of  more 
than  500  Mexican  leftists  who  have  been 
"disappeared”  by  the  authorities  over  the 
last  two  decades.  Many  were  held  in 
clandestine  jails,  tortured  and  their  bod- 
ies disposed  of  in  empty  wells.  Garcia 
was  the  first  “disappeared"  person  dur- 
ing Salinas’  six-year  term.  Amid  charges 
that  individuals  acting  as  police  spies 
inside  the  1988  Cdrdenas  campaign  were 
involved  in  the  kidnapping,  a leader  of 
the  PRT  has  now  been  appointed  by  the 
governor  of  Morelos  as  special  prosecu- 
tor in  the  Garcia  case.  Our  comrades  of 
the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico  are 
participating  in  a protest  demonstration 
called  for  February  21,  proclaiming  “We 


Blame  the  Criminal  Government  for  the 
‘Disappearance’  of  Jose  Ramon  Garcia." 

* * * 

During  January's  bitter  class  battle  at 
the  Hyundai  plant  in  Ulsan,  South  Korea, 
dozens  of  militant  trade  unionists  were 
thrown  in  jail  (see  “Sharp  Class  Battle 
at  Hyundai,”  Workers  Vanguard  No.  544, 
7 February).  Among  those  arrested  dur- 
ing the  Hyundai  sit-down  strike  were 
three  trade  unionists,  Chu  Tae  Hwan, 
Chon  Song  and  Lee  Yong  Son,  who 
together  with  a fourth  jailed  militant, 
Min  Yong  Chang,  are  “suspected  of  hav- 
ing attempted  to  establish  a party  for 
workers,  tentatively  named  ‘Workers 
Party,’  with  a pro-communist  platform" 
(Korea  Times.  19  January).  Last  year 
Park  Ki  Pyong,  leader  of  the  Socialist 
Workers  League,  was  imprisoned  for 
life. 

The  South  Korea  police  state  exem- 
plifies what  George  Bush’s  "New  World 
Order"  means  for  workers  around  the 
world.  Bloodthirsty  riot  cops  attacking 
striking  workers  and  protesting  students, 
electric  shock,  rape,  sleep  deprivation, 
beatings  and  other  forms  of  torture — this 
is  the  South  Korea  Bush  hails  as  a “new 
democracy."  During  his  1987  election 


campaign  president  Roh  Tae  Woo  prom- 
ised a “democratic  opening."  But  repres- 
sion has  only  intensified.  Over  3,000 
dissidents  have  been  arrested  under  the 
Roh  regime — an  average  of  3.7  per  day, 
and  more  than  double  that  of  his  prede- 
cessor. At  least  1,300  political  prisoners 
are  housed  in  South  Korean  dungeons, 
one-third  of  them  under  the  National 
Security  laws  imposed  40  years  ago  to 
suppress  the  Communist  movement  and 
any  solidarity  with  the  bureaucratically 
deformed  workers  state  to  the  North.  The 
newly  formed  independent  trade  union 
federation  Chunnohyup  had  its  founding 
congress  in  1990  broken  up  by  the  cops 
and  most  of  its  leaders  arrested. 

On  February  17  the  PDC  sent  a letter 
of  protest  demanding  freedom  for  the 
jailed  trade  unionists  and  socialists. 


We  encourage  WV  readers  to  con- 
tinue to  support  and  build  the  PDC. 
Become  a monthly  sustaining  contribu- 
tor. Send  a donation  of  $5  or  more  and 
receive  a subscription  to  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes.  For  a single  copy  send 
$1  to:  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York, 
New  York  10013.  ■ 


21  FEBRUARY  1992 


9 


Palestine  UPI 

Palestinians  murdered  in  1948  Delr  Yassin  massacre,  carried  out  by  Zionist 
terrorists  of  Irgun  and  the  Stern  Gang  of  Yitzhak  Shamir,  shown  in  “Wanted" 
poster. 


Israel... 

( continued  from  page  1 ) 

settlers  accompanied  by  Israeli  troops 
descended  on  the  East  Jerusalem  neigh- 
borhood of  Silwan  to  throw  five  Pales- 
tinian families  out  into  the  cold  night  at 
gunpoint.  The  Silwan  eviction  was  part 
of  a master  plan  targeting  22  Arab  neigh- 
borhoods for  "Judaization.”  Behind  this 
operation  is  housing  minister  Ariel  Sha- 
ron, who  personally  kicked  it  off  several 
years  ago  by  “moving”  into  an  apartment 
in  Arab  Jerusalem  surrounded  by  an 
army  of  military  bodyguards. 

A massive  official  program  known 
as  the  "seven  stars"  is  aimed  at  erect- 
ing extensive  urban  settlements  which 
straddle  the  “green  line"  (the  pre-1967 
border),  thus  eradicating  any  boundary 
between  Israel  and  the  Occupied  Terri- 
tories. The  Israeli  "Peace  Now"  organi- 
zation reported  last  month  that  settle- 
ment activity  in  the  Territories  had 
shot  up  60  percent  in  the  past  year. 
While  Washington  insists  that  no  new 
settlements  be  started  if  Israel  wants 
its  $10  billion  in  loan  guarantees  for 
Soviet  immigrants,  even  the  completion 
of  those  already  begun  would  mean 
50,000  more  settlers — an  increase  of  50 
percent. 

Israeli  prime  minister  Yitzhak  Shamir 
responded  to  Bush’s  “conditions”  by 
vowing  that  “this  construc'ion  will  con- 
tinue and  no  power  in  the  world  will 
prevent"  it.  Noted  Israeli  civil  libertarian 
and  concentration  camp  survivor  Israel 
Shahak  has  observed  that  the  problem 
of  the  fascistic  settlers  "does  not  admit, 
by  now,  of  any  peaceful  solution,”  add- 
ing that  “even  a civil  war  to  save  us 
from  their  Nazi-like  tyranny  cannot,  and 
should  not,  be  excluded." 

Glossy  spreads  in  the  Sunday  New 
York  Times  Magazine  would  have  you 
believe  that,  a sprinkling  of  hot-headed 
fanatics  aside.  Jewish  settlers  in  the 
Occupied  Territories  are  yuppie  subur- 
banites who  only  want  a nice  home  and 
a neatly  mown  lawn.  But  the  backbone 
of  the  settler  movement  is  a highly 
organized  and  powerful  fascistic  move- 


ment, Gush  Emunim,  whose  leaders 
include  prominent  spokesmen  of  the 
National  Religious  Party,  one  of  Sha- 
mir's coalition  partners. 

One  Gush  Emunim  leader.  Rabbi 
Elyakim  Levanon,  boasts:  "In  ten  years, 
there  will  be  an  empire  here.”  Another 
prominent  rabbi.  Dov  Lior,  rails:  "Giv- 
ing up  any  territory  conquered  by  Jews 
back  to  Goyim  [non-Jews]  is  unthink- 
able.” This  Zionist  would-be  Dr.  Men- 
gele  argues  for  performing  medical 
experiments  on  imprisoned  Arab  "terror- 
ists” and  advocates  “collective  punish- 
ment" against  Palestinians,  insisting  that 
"there  is  no  such  thing  as  innocent  peo- 
ple in  a hostile  non-Jewish  population 
during  warfare.” 

Zionist  “liberals"  like  Peace  Now. 
moan  that  the  fascistic  settlers  taint  the 
carefully  cultivated  image  of  Israel  as 
the  only  “democracy”  in  the  Near  East. 
Parliamentarian  Ran  Cohen  complains 
that  the  settlers  "act  as  masters  of  the 
army."  In  fact,  the  army  and  the  settlers 
are  both  instruments  of  Zionist  expan- 
sionism, and  in  the  Occupied  Territories 
they  overlap  substantially. 

The  Zionist  slate  has  never  been  a 
democracy  for  the  more  than  two  million 
dispossessed  Palestinian  Arabs  living 
under  its  thumb — whether  they  are  nom- 
inally citizens  of  Israel  or  subject  to  mil- 


itary occupation  in  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza.  Well  over  a thousand  Palestinians, 
many  of  them  young  children,  have  been 
gunned  down  in  the  four  years  since 
the  start  of  the  Intifada , the  Palestinian 
uprising.  Tens  of  thousands  more  have 
been  imprisoned  and  tortured. 

Most  recently,  Mustafa  Akawi  was 
found  dead  after  “interrogation"  by  the 
Israeli  secret  police,  the  notorious  Shin 
Bet.  Several  weeks  earlier,  a young  Pal- 
estinian was  “accidentally"  shot  through 
the  head  by  an  army  guard.  These 
murders  are  not  even  investigated. 
As  for  Jewish  civilians  responsible  for 
the  murders  of  42  Palestinians  in  the 
past  four  years,  most  were  never  even 
brought  to  court,  and  the  severest  sen- 
tence meted  out  was  two  years  in  prison! 

When  Shamir  announced  last  week 
that  he  was  pulling  back  from  even  the 
sham  Palestinian  “autonomy"  outlined  in 
the  1978  Camp  David  accords,  a spokes- 
man explained:  "We  have  a few  facts 
on  the  ground  that  did  not  exist  then." 
Creating  “facts  on  the  ground”  is  the 
hallmark  of  Zionist  expansionism:  from 
armed  kibbutzim  and  the  "Jewish  labor 
only"  policy  of  the  Histadrut  corporatist 
labor  federation  in  the  1920s,  to  the  mas- 
sacres of  the  late  1940s  aimed  at  driving 
the  Palestinians  off  their  land,  like  the 
slaughter  at  Deir  Yassin  perpetrated  by 


Menachem  Begin's  Irgun  and  Shamir's 
Stem  Gang. 

Today  the  (thoroughly  bourgeois) 
Labor  Party  mutters  vaguely  about  “trad- 
ing land  for  peace”  to  assuage  Israel’s 
paymasters  in  Washington.  But  Labor 
spearheaded  this  expansionist  drive  and 
was  the  architect  of  the  first  settlements 
in  the  West  Bank. 

The  petty-bourgeois  nationalist  Pales- 
tine Liberation  Organization  of  Yasir 
Arafat  has  demonstrated  its  incapacity 
to  provide  even  the  most  minimal 
defense  of  the  people  it  claims  to  repre- 
sent, subordinating  their  cause  to  one 
or  another  Arab  regime  or  hoped-for 
imperialist  sponsor.  Currently,  the  PLO 
is  trying  desperately  to  offer  itself  as  a 
policeman  of  the  Palestinian  popula- 
tion under  a U.S. -sponsored  agreement, 
which  would  only  mean  more  suffering 
for  this  oppressed  people. 

In  this  region  of  heavily  inter- 
penetrated peoples,  any  kind  of  nation- 
alist "solution"  can  only  mean  genocide. 
But  there  is  a strong  tradition  of  left- 
ism among  Palestinian  Arab  militants, 
many  of  whom  can  be  won  to  genuine 
communist  internationalism.  And  while 
Hebrew-speaking  workers  remain  in  the 
grip  of  chauvinist  racism,  a significant 
section  can  and  must  be  broken  from  the 
deathtrap  of  Zionism  to  embrace  defense 
of  the  Palestinian  people  and  a program 
of  common  class  struggle. 

Israeli  workers  can  only  lose  from  the 
continued  existence  of  the  Zionist  stale. 
Unemployment  is  higher  than  it  has  been 
in  20  years  and  rising,  with  the  rate 
among  recent  Soviet  immigrants  running 
at  50  percent.  Soviet  emigration  dropped 
to  its  lowest  point  in  two  years  last 
month,  as  Soviet  Jews  learn  that  the 
"promised  land"  promises  only  poverty, 
degradation  and  nationalist  slaughter. 
What  is  required  to  stop  the  Zionist 
butchers’  genocidal  drive  and  end  the 
cycle  of  nationalist  slaughter  in  the 
Near  East  is  the  construction  of  multi- 
national Trotskyist  parties  committed  to 
smashing  all  the  capitalist  states  in 
the  region.  Israel  out  of  the  Occupied 
Territories!  For  a socialist  federation  of 
the  Near  East!  m 


La  Migra... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

violation  of  their  religious  customs)  at 
the  jail. 

Their  courageous  action  revealed  a 
dirty  little  government  “revenue  source”: 
the  county  has  contracted  with  the  INS 
(Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser- 
vice, or  la  migra)  to  "house"  immigrants 
and  gets  federal  dollars  in  return.  Many 
of  these  people  are  fleeing  political  per- 
secution at  home,  and  are  held  for  months 
awaiting  court  hearings  on  deportation 
or  asylum.  "We  need  money  in  this 
county,"  says  the  sheriff,  "We’ve  got 
space... and  the  federal  government  pays 
on  time.”  Oakland’s  city  jail  collects  $80 
per  inmate  per  day  from  the  INS,  and 
similar  plans  are  laid  for  other  areas. 

In  depression-racked  California,  pris- 
ons are  about  the  only  burgeoning 
"industry."  With  the  largest  foreign-bom 
population  of  any  state  in  the  coun- 
try and  California’s  long  history  of 
immigrant-bashing,  Republican  gover- 
nor Pete  Wilson  is  leading  a racist 
campaign  to  "stem  the  tide"  of  "illegals,” 
as  well  as  poor  from  other  U.S.  states, 
into  California.  The  “Taxpayer  Protec- 
tion Act,"  which  he  aims  to  get  on  the 
1992  ballot,  would  cut  welfare  payments 
to  poor  mothers  by  up  to  25  percent. 

The  big  problem  with  the  state's 
busted  economy.  Wilson  says  with  a 
wink  in  the  direction  of  fascist  Duke's 
would-be  constituency,  is  too  many  "tax 
receivers."  i.e.,  welfare  mothers  and 
immigrants.  One  Wilson  aide  cynically 
remarked  of  the  governor’s  plan,  "The 
fact  is,  it  is  great  politics"  {San  Fran- 
cisco Chronicle,  21  December  1991). 
State  Democratic  Party  officials,  assum- 
ing remorseful  poses  and  weeping  croc- 
odile tears,  agree. 


While  California's  fat  ruling  class 
bellyaches  about  the  state  getting  more 
than  “its  share”  of  immigrants,  everyone 
knows  that  without  tens  of  thousands 
of  superexploited  Mexican  and  Chicano 
farm  workers,  doing  backbreaking  labor 
for  pennies  and  living  in  squalid  labor 
camps,  California  agribusiness  would 
die.  Without  Salvadoran  hotel  workers 
and  Indian  motel  operators,  the  tourist 
industry  would  close  up  shop.  Without 
Filipino  nurses  and  Indian  doctors  the 
hospitals  would  shut  down. 

Racist  Attacks  Escalate 

In  California,  English  was  voted  the 
“official”  language  in  1986.  Since  then, 
racist  “English  only"  rules  cropping  up 
at  workplaces  have  been  successfully 
challenged  by  gutsy  workers  in  some 
individual  cases.  But  classes  in  English 
as  a Second  Language  (ESL),  key  to  eco- 
nomic survival  for  the  foreign-bom, 
have  become  virtually  unattainable. 

There  are  over  12.000  people  on  wait- 
ing lists  for  ESL  at  San  Francisco's  City 
College  campuses,  over  30,000  for  Los 
Angeles  public  school  and  community 
college  programs.  And  that’s  not  count- 
ing those  who  don’t  bother  signing  up 
for  something  they’ll  never  get. 

When  Wilson  vetoed  ESL  funding  last 
fall,  some  2,500  people  took  to  the  Los 
Angeles  streets  in  a protest  march.  They 
pointed  angrily  to  the  official  hypocrisy 
of  mandating  that  English  be  spoken  in 
the  state  while  doing  away  with  English 
classes  for  immigrants. 

In  the  Central  Valley  agricultural  town 
of  Dinuba  on  January  6,  cops  and  sher- 
iffs stormed  a school  board  meeting, 
beating  fifteen  Chicanos  including  five 
women  and  seven  children,  who  were 
protesting  racism  in  the  schools.  Latinos 
have  been  boycotting  Dinuba  schools 
and  holding  protest  marches  for  over  a 


month,  demanding  a voice  in  the  school 
administration. 

Ben  Benavidez,  the  president  of  the 
Mexican-American  Political  Association 
(MAPA),  told  Workers  Vanguard  that  he 
was  charged  with  eleven  counts  of  “con- 
tributing to  the  delinquency  of  minors” 
for  his  role  in  the  boycott.  Others  at  the 
protest  were  arrested  on  a laundry  list 
of  felony  and  misdemeanor  charges. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has 
written  to  the  Dinuba  court  demanding 
all  charges  be  dropped  immediately. 
Donations  for  their  legal  defense  can  be 
sent  to:  MAPA,  c/o  Dinuba  Defense 
Committee,  P.O.  Box  1744.  Fresno,  CA 
93717.  Send  letters  of  protest  to:  Judge 


Stephen  Drew,  Dinuba  Municipal  Court, 
920  South  College,  Dinuba,  CA  93618. 

Anti-immigrant  racism  is  fostered  by 
the  bourgeois  politicians  to  undercut  the 
integrated  working-class  struggle  that’s 
urgently  needed  to  bring  down  this  bank- 
rupt capitalist  system.  The  labor  move- 
ment must  dump  its  racist,  chauvinist 
leadership,  break  with  the  bosses’  par- 
ties, and  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights 
(and  unionization!)  for  foreign-bom 
workers. 

This  is  the  program  of  the  Spartacist 
League/U.S.  and  the  Grupo  Esparta- 
quista  de  Mexico  as  we  fight  for  work- 
ers revolution  north  and  south  of  the 
border.  ■ 


Steel  wa"a,on9  Mexican  border,  immigrants  brave"  traffic 
interstate  freeway,  rushing  through  crossing  point  at  San  Ysidro. 
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Homeless  Deaths  Triple  in  NYC 


Deadly  Neglect  in  Decade  of  Greed 


As  a followup  to  our  article,  "Down  and  Out  in 
Bush's  America"  (WV  No.  541,  27  December  1991), 
we  decided  to  investigate  not  only  how  many  homeless 
are  living  in  New  York  City  (an  estimated  90,000)  but 
how  many  are  dying  here. 

Yearly  figures  obtained  from  the  city  Health  Depart- 
ment's Bureau  of  Health  Statistics  and  Analysis  provide 
insight  into  the  status  of  life  and  death  in  NYC.  While 
no  statistics  are  kept  on  deaths  of  the  homeless,  those 
for  “residence  unknown"  are  an  approximation.  And 
this  category  roughly  tripled  in  the  space  of  seven  years. 
The  '80s  decade  of  greed  and  glitter  for  the  rich  was 
a decade  of  deadly  neglect  of  the  poor. 


1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987  1988  1989 


Source  NYC  Bureau  ol  Health  Statistics  and  Analysis 

The  peak  figures  for  deaths  of  the  homeless  in  NYC 
during  the  previous  decade  (795  in  1973,  757  in  1974) 
occurred  in  the  midst  of  the  sharp  economic  crisis 
which  began  this  wave  of  mass  homelessness.  At  the 
same  time,  tens  of  thousands  of  mentally  ill  patients 
were  dumped  from  hospitals  into  “single-room  occu- 
pancy” hotels  and,  ultimately,  the  street. 

Also  telling  is  the  data,  for  infant  mortality.  In 
1988  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  for  New  York  City  as 
a whole  was  13.4  per  1,000  births.  For  the  city’s 
poorest  neighborhoods,  however,  the  rates  were  mark- 
edly higher:  central  Harlem,  22;  Tremont,  Bronx,  17.9; 
Bedford-Stuyvesant,  Brooklyn,  20.8;  Fort  Greene, 
Brooklyn,  24.3. 

And,  of  course,  the  public  health  crisis  in  NYC 
is  most  dramatically  seen  in  AIDS  and  HIV-related 
deaths,  which  have  quadrupled  since  statistics  were 
first  published  in  1984. 
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Tuberculosis  is  a classic  disease  of  poverty.  With  the 
discovery  and  success  of  antibiotics  for  the  treatment 
of  bacterial  infections,  TB  was  expected  to  disappear. 
Thus  in  1973  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  optimis- 
tically closed  the  last  TB  sanitarium  in  the  U.S.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  CDC  didn't  take  into  account  the  decaying 
state  of  American  capitalism  itself.  There  is  now  a cer- 
tified TB  epidemic  raging  in  New  York.  In  1990  over 
3,500  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  were  documented,  a 
38  percent  increase  over  the  previous  year  (News day, 
19  December  1991). 

And  the  "malign  neglect"  which  compounds  the  trag- 
edy is  a bipartisan  effort  of  both  capitalist  parties.  Even 
as  he  begs  the  Bush  administration  for  $15  million  in 
emergency  funds  to  combat  the  disease,  Mayor  David 
Dinkins  neglects  to  mention  that  last  year  he  proposed 
axing  a legally  mandated  program  to  test  New  York's 
schoolchildren  for  TB  and  other  diseases,  or  that  over 
$1  million  in  federal  TB  funds — which  could  have  been 
used  to  hire  scores  of  public  health  workers  to  follow 
the  care  of  TB  patients — have  gone  unspent  because 
of  a city  hiring  freeze  ordered  along  with  the  firing  of 
thousands  from  city  jobs. 

As  a final  note:  while  we  were  able  to  obtain  NYC 
figures  for  the  deaths  of  those  without  known  residence, 
there  is  no  official  effort  to  investigate  the  deadly  con- 
sequences of  the  plague  of  homelessness.  We  applaud 
the  efforts  of  San  Francisco's  Tenderloin  Times , which 
for  the  past  seven  years  has  tracked  down,  compiled 
and  published  information  on  the  increasing  numbers 
of  homeless  who  died  in  that  city.  From  their  special 
report  on  "Homeless  People  Who  Died  in  San  Francisco 
in  1991": 

"A  29-year-old  mentally  ill  Laotian  refugee,  a one-month- 
old  baby  who  died  in  a shelter,  and  a 60-year-old  Hispanic 


At  Potter's  Field,  prison-laborers  from  Rikers 
Island  lower  the  coffins  of  the  indigent  and 
homeless. 


man  who  died  on  the  lawn  at  United  Nations  Plaza 
were  among  the  109  people  who  died  homeless  in  San 
Francisco  during  1991.  .. 

''Proportionately,  death  struck  hardest  among  African 
Americans,  who  represent  8 percent  of  the  city,  according 
to  census  figures,  yet  comprised  18  percent  of  those 
who  died.  Mirroring  city  wide  representation.  61  percent 
of  those  who  died  were  white,  and  14  percent  were 
Hispanic — twice  as  many  as  in  years  past.... 

“People  died  all  over  the  city,  from  the  woods  in  Golden 
Gate  and  McLaren  parks  to  North  Beach,  along  the 
northern  and  eastern  waterfront,  and  beneath  strips  of 
abandoned  freeway." 

In  New  York,  the  bodies  are  found  (or  not  found)  in 
the  cavernous  tunnels  beneath  Grand  Central  Station, 
on  subway  gratings,  huddled  in  front  of  banks.  As 
the  plain  wood  caskets  are  lowered  into  the  ground  at 
Potter’s  Field,  stacked  one  upon  another  in  even  rows, 
it  is  a chilling  indictment  of  American  capitalism, 
which  breeds  disease  and  mass-produces  death  in  its 
own  death  agony.  ■ 


Haitians... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

back.”  Another  pleaded:  “Kill  me  now. 
They  killed  my  wife.  They  killed  my 
momma.  They  killed  my  sister.  If  I go 
back  to  Haiti,  they  will  kill  me,  too" 
(Los  Angeles  Times , 3 February). 

The  revulsion  provoked  by  the  forced 
repatriations  has  been  reinforced  by 
documents  assembled  by  the  UN  High 
Commission  for  Refugees  containing 
accounts  by  refugees  of  the  brutal  per- 
secutions they  endured  after  being  forced 
back  to  Haiti.  These  are  based  on  inter- 
views conducted  at  Guantdnamo  with  so- 
called  “double-backers” — refugees  who, 
after  being  forced  back  to  Haiti,  were 
lucky  enough  to  escape  the  murderous 
repression  and  flee  a second  time.  In  an 
interview  with  WV,  Jim  Rogers,  an  attor- 
ney who  presented  the  refugees’  case  to 
the  Supreme  Court  last  week,  summa- 
rized the  experiences  reported  in  these 
documents: 

"They  gel  lo  the  docks.  There  are  soldiers 
waiting  there.  They're  processed.  Within 
a few  days  these  people  are  hunted  for. 
During  the  hunt,  family  members  are 
killed,  houses  are  destroyed,  people  are 
beaten.  Often  people  that  are  traveling 
with  family  members  lose  track  of  them 
only  to  find  out  they’re  dead’or  never  to 
hear  from  them  again." 

Son^c  2,000  people  have  been  killed 
in  the  wave  of  slaughter  since  the 
military  takeover.  However,  only  a small 
fraction  of  those  who  escape  are  allowed 
to  go  to  the  U.S.  and  apply  for  refugee 
visas.  The  rest  are  categorized  by  the 
INS  as  “economic  refugees"  and  are 


forcibly  returned  to  the  hellhole  they 
fled.  There  they  are  met  by  “security" 
forces  brandishing  submachine  guns  and 
sporting  the  sinister  dark  glasses  of  the 
Tontons  Macoutes.  They  are  turned  over 
to  the  Haitian  "Red  Cross,"  headed  by 
a notorious  Duvalierist  prison  doctor.  All 
repatriates  are  photographed  and  finger- 
printed, including  babies! 

Attorney  Rogers  recounted  to  WV  the 
cases  of  a man  leaving  the  port  area  who 
found  the  murdered  body  of  his  cousin 
with  whom  he  had  been  traveling;  of  a 
man  and  his  wife  leaving  in  a taxicab, 
who  were  pulled  over  by  the  police,  the 
woman  abducted  and  never  heard  from 
again;  of  police  boarding  a bus  leaving 
the  port  area,  holding  a rifle  to  the  head 
of  one  man.  forcing  him  to  identify  the 
other  repatriates,  and  then  arresting  them 
all;  of  a man  imprisoned  in  a cell  with 
other  repatriates  until  he  escaped — every 
day,  one  was  taken  out  and  shot. 

Bush’s  hard  line  on  Haitian  refugees 
was  taken  in  large  part  to  bolster  his 
re-election  campaign — figuring  that  this 
would  gamer  the  racist  vote.  But  the 
Haitian  refugees’  desperate  straits  have 
won  them  wide  sympathy.  Even  in 
Florida,  opposition  to  the  forced  repatri- 
ations has  extended  across  political,  race 
and  ethnic  lines.  A poll  of  Miami  area 
residents  showed  not  only  80  percent  of 
blacks  favoring  admitting  Haitian  refu- 
gees. but  also  a strong  majority  of  His- 
panics  and  even  51  percent  of  whites. 

Haitian  refugees  have  long  been  sub- 
ject to  vicious  racist  discrimination, 
thrown  into  Miami’s  Krome  Avenue  con- 
centration camp  while  anti-Communist 
Cuban  gusanos  (worms)  are  welcomed 
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Haitian  peasant  leader  Charlemagne 
P6ralte,  assassinated  in  1919  by  U.S. 
Marines,  who  strung  up  the  corpse 
for  display. 

with  open  arms  and  automatic  U.S.  res- 
ident "green  cards."  But  despite  the 
obstacles,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Hai- 
tian workers  have  escaped  and  are  now 
concentrated  in  cities  along  the  Eastern 
seaboard  from  Montreal,  Boston  and 
New  York  to  Washington  and  Miami. 
They  have  demonstrated  repeatedly  by 


the  tens  of  thousands  against  the  terror 
in  their  homeland,  and  could  spark  a 
mobilization  uniting  Haitian  workers 
with  their  North  American  coworkers  to 
force  a halt  to  the  repatriations. 

Yet  the  Haitian  left  is  beholden  to 
Aristide  and  his  bid  to  return  to  office 
with  the  blessing  of  Washington.  And 
while  mildly  criticizing  the  repatriations, 
Aristide  has  refused  to  come  out  against 
the  1981  treaty  between  the  U.S.  and 
"Baby  Doc"  Duvalier  which  makes  Haiti 
the  only  country  in  the  world  to  grant 
the  U.S.  the  "right"  to  pick  up  its  citizens 
on  the  high  seas  and  force  them  back 
to  port! 

Those  who  look  to  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ists to  introduce  “democracy"  in  Haiti 
would  do  well  to  consider  the  1915 
U.S.  intervention  in  Haiti,  which  pro- 
voked an  uprising  of  peasants  (cacos). 
The  Marines  broke  the  back  of  the 
rebellion  in  1919  when  they  assassi- 
nated its  leader,  Charlemagne  Peralte. 
The  Marines  photographed  his  corpse, 
propped  up  next  to  the  caco  banner, 
and  disseminated  the  photo  through- 
out the  country.  The  band  of  Haitian 
mercenaries  which  the  U.S.  Marines 
recruited  to  help  drown  that  rebellion  in 
blood  was  the  forerunner  of  the  present 
Haitian  army. 

Racism,  murder  and  callous  indiffer- 
ence to  the  suffering  of  their  victims  are 
hallmarks  of  imperialist  rule,  from  the 
Marines’  colonial  wars  to  Bush’s  "New 
World  Order."  We  defend  Haitian  refu- 
gees as  part  of  our  struggle  for  socialist 
revolution  to  sweep  away  Yankee  impe- 
rialism. the  scourge  of  all  mankind.  Stop 
the  repatriations!  ■ 
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Haitians  in  NYC  protest  (left),  as  desperate  refugees  held  by  U.S.  behind  barbed  wire  at  Guantanamo  naval  base  are  handed  over  to  military  dictatorship. 


The  U.S.  government  is  forcibly  ship- 
ping thousands  of  desperate  refugees 
back  to  imprisonment,  torture  and  death 
at  the  hands  of  the  truly  blood-crazed 
military  rulers  of  Haiti.  These  refugees 
were  plucked  from  their  boats  by  the 
U.S.  Coast  Guard  as  they  fled  the  mur- 
derous repression  which  has  engulfed 
their  island  nation.  When  a federal 
judge  last  November  blocked  the  forced 
return  of  Haitian  refugees,  Washington 
began  throwing  them  into  an  internment 
camp  at  the  U.S.-occupied  Guantanamo 


naval  base  in  Cuba.  On  January  31.  the 
Supreme  Court  gave  the  green  light  to 
forced  repatriations — even  as  the  Court 
began  deliberations  on  whether  the  ref- 
ugees face  persecution  when  they  are 
sent  back! 

When  radical  priest  Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide  was  ousted  as  Haiti’s  president 
in  a military  coup  last  September,  the 
State  Department  refused  to  recognize 
the  new  regime.  Many  Haitians  followed 
Aristide’s  lead  in  looking  for  U.S.  back- 
ing in  the  name  of  “democracy."  A "com- 


promise” plan  was  worked  out  to  bring 
back  Aristide  but  rein  him  in  with  "mod- 
erate” Communist  Party  leader  Rene 
Theodore  as  prime  minister.  But  military 
hardliners  torpedoed  this  by  assassinat- 
ing Theodore’s  bodyguard  and  later 
shooting  up  his  home.  Now  Washington 
has  relaxed  its  economic  sanctions,  and 
the  illusions  of  the  Haitian  masses  have 
been  dashed  by  the  U.S.  imperialists, 
who  backed  the  bloody  Duvaliers  and 
every  other  Haitian  dictator  since  the 
Marines  ended  their  occupation  in  1934. 


Almost  3,000  refugees  have  already 
been  sent  back  to  Haiti,  and  several  hun- 
dred more  per  day  are  being  forced  onto 
boats  as  Jews  were  once  loaded  onto 
boxcars  by  the  Nazis.  U.S.  officials  tried 
to  prettify  it  by  presenting  the  first  boat- 
load as  "volunteers."  But  as  the  refugees 
were  marched  single  file  from  their 
barbed-wire  compound,  they  implored 
the  journalists  for  help.  One  cried  out: 
“The  Americans  know  we  are  being 
killed  in  Haiti,  but  still  they  send  us 
continued  on  page  II 
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California 


The  U.S.  Border  Patrol  figured  they 
had  one-upped  the  thousands  of  immi- 
grants who  come  across  the  line  from 
Mexico  every  day  south  of  San  Diego: 
beginning  in  November,  Navy  Seabees 
and  Army  reservists  began  replacing  the 
old  chain-link  fence  with  a ten-foot 
welded  steel  wall  along  a 12-mile  stretch 
from  the  San  Ysidro  checkpoint  to  the 
Pacific.  So  now  indocumentados  (undoc- 
umented workers)  are  charging  right 
through  the  border  crossing  points,  hun- 
dreds at  a time,  running  up  the  freeway 
in  broad  daylight. 

The  running  battle  at  the  border  has 
become  an  election  issue,  with  Repub- 
lican “America  Firsters"  Pat  Buchanan 


and  KKKer  David  Duke  bashing  "ille- 
gal" immigrants,  while  Democratic  lib- 
erals spout  protectionist  chauvinism 
against  the  Mexican  Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment. Meanwhile  the  Bush  administra- 
tion wants  to  deploy  military  vehicles 
left  over  from  the  Persian  Gulf  War 
to  patrol  border  areas.  We  call  upon 
the  workers  movement  to  combat  anti- 
immigrant  racism  and  the  use  of  U.S. 
imperialism’s  brutal  police  and  military 
power  against  undocumented  workers. 

Along  with  the  huge  increase  in  immi- 
gration to  the  U.S.  over  the  last  decade 
has  come  stepped-up  racist  repression 
against  undocumented  workers.  In  late 
December  in  California,  40  “illegal" 
immigrants  from  India,  Pakistan  and 
Bangladesh  went  on  a hunger  strike  at 
Alameda  County’s  Santa  Rita  jail  to  pro- 
test their  outrageous  detention  by  the 
INS  and  the  rotten  treatment  (and  forced 
continued  on  page  10 


Rent-a-Jails 


Downing/LA  Herald  Examiner 

INS  agents  raid  garment  factory,  round  up  foreign  workers  in  Los  Angeles. 
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Moscow:  Cops  Unleashed  Against  Anti-Yeltsin  Demonstrators 


Financial  Times 

Soviet  Army  Day.  February  23:  Pro-Communist  demonstrator  beaten  by  Moscow  militia  (police),  called  out  by  Yeltsin  regime  in  attempt  to  provoke 
intimidate  opponents. 


Soviet  Union  in  the  Balance 


More  than  12.000  militia  (police)  and 
OMON  elite  "anti-crime"  units  clad  in 
riot  gear  were  thrown  at  Moscow  dem- 
onstrators marching  to  celebrate  Soviet 
Army  Day  on  February  23.  As  the 
protesters  attempted  to  march  through 
police  barricades  sealing  off  the  city 
center,  cops  waded  into  them  with  batons 
flailing.  A 16-year-old  youth  who  stood 
atop  a truck  waving  a red  flag  with 
Lenin's  portrait  was  subjected  to  a 
particularly  vicious  beating.  "I  stood  up 
there  because  I support  communism.  I 
support  Lenin,”  he  said.  One  demonstra- 
tor, 7 1 -year-old  retired  Soviet  Lt.  Gen. 
Nikolai  Peskov,  died  after  being  kicked 
by  police. 

While  the  series  of  demonstrations  in 
Moscow  since  the  January  2 price  rises 
have  remained  limited  to  several  tens  of 
thousands,  the  Soviet  working  popula- 
tion grows  increasingly  restive  and  des- 
perate over  exorbitant  food  prices  and 
shortages.  Production  is  plummeting, 
falling  by  17  percent  overall  and  27  per- 
cent in  steel  in  January  alone.  The  naked 
display  of  force  on  February  23  was  a 
deliberate  provocation  by  Russian  pres- 
ident Boris  Yeltsin  and  Moscow  mayor 
Gavriil  Popov  aimed  at  intimidating  the 
entire  Soviet  working  people 

For  the  first  time  since  the  botched  Au- 
gust coup  and  Yeltsin’s  pro-imperialist 
countercoup,  the  capitalist-restorationist 
forces  have  drawn  blood  on  the  streets 
of  Moscow.  A pro-Yeltsin  Moscow 
television  commentator  felt  compelled 
to  deny  any  comparison  to  “Bloody 
Sunday."  the  tsarist  police  massacre  of 
a January  1905  workers  protest  which 
triggered  a revolutionary  workers  up- 
rising. Even  prominent  pro-capitalist 
"democrats”  like  Yelena  Bonner  ex- 
pressed alarm  over  Yeltsin/Popov’s  bru- 
tal tactics.  The  Soviet  Army  newspaper 
Krasnaya  Zvezda  was  openly  critical  of 
the  "politicians"  who  turn  to  the  baton 
“to  save  Russia."  Several  hundred  who 
turned  out  for  Peskov’s  funeral  were 
more  forthright,  denouncing  Yeltsin  and 
his  gang  as  "bloody  heirs  of  Hitler." 

Yeltsin  has  been  looking  for  a bloody 
provocation  with  the  aim  of  testing  the 
militia.  The  February  23  police  assault 
came  on  the  heels  of  a near-confrontation 


two  weeks  earlier,  as  some  40.000  turned 
out  for  an  anti-Yeltsin  protest  in  Manezh 
Square  near  the  Kremlin.  Moscow  dep- 
uty police  chief  Leonid  Nikitin  was  fired 
after  revealing  that  he  had  refused  to 
obey  orders  to  use  special  agents  on  Feb- 
ruary 9 to  "provoke  disorder”  among  the 
demonstrators  and  provide  an  excuse  for 
sending  in  riot  police.  Meanwhile  Yeltsin 
has  been  trying  to  buy  off  the  officer 
corps  by  doubling  military  salaries  and 
handing  out  dachas  (country  homes)  to 
high-ranking  officers.  But  this  does 
nothing  to  improve  conditions  for  the 
ranks  of  the  army,  who  feel  the  brunt  of 
the  growing  impoverishment  and  eco- 
nomic dislocation.  On  February  24-25, 
hundreds  of  desperate  conscripts  rioted 
at  the  Baikonur  cosmodrome,  launch  site 
for  the  Soviet  space  program. 

Nor  is  the  military  happy  with  Yel- 
tsin’s obsequious  groveling  before  his 
American  paymasters.  When  Yeltsin 


came  begging  for  a miserly  handout. 
Bush  turned  a deaf  ear  while  continuing 
to  spend  billions  on  new  Pentagon 
weapon  development  projects.  The  U.S. 
has  even  banned  the  import  of  military 
technology  from  the  USSR,  part  of  an 
"Administration  policy  intended  to  force 
the  Russian  space  and  military  industry 
into  such  a decline  that  it  poses  no  future 
threat  to  the  U.S."  ( New  York  Times.  1 
March).  The  collision  between  a Soviet 
submarine  and  an  American  sub  inside 
Soviet  waters  on  February  1 1 indicates 
that,  whatever  the  state  of  the  Cold  War. 
the  U.S.  continues  to  target  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  Soviet  military.  Yeltsin 
tried  to  play  down  the  incident,  but  the 
Soviet  naval  command  expressed  its 
indignation  in  no  uncertain  terms. 

In  this  context,  reactionary  Russian- 
nationalist  forces  are  seeking  to  appeal 
to  the  military  to  oust  Yeltsin  and  re- 
establish a "strong  state"  under  the  old 
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tsarist  watchword,  "Russia.  One  and 
Indivisible."  The  fascistic  Liberal- 
Democratic  Party  of  Vladimir  Zhiri- 
novsky featured  prominently  at  the  Army 
Day  demonstrations.  Zhirinovsky  was 
joined  by  the  Russian  Communist  Work- 
ers Party  (RKRP)  and  other  Stalinist 
“patriot"  rumps.  Among  the  speakers 
were  such  "hardline"  military  figures  as 
anti-Semitic  RKRP  Central  Committee 
member  General  Albert  Makashov  and 
"black  colonel”  Viktor  Alksnis,  who 
recently  joined  with  the  monarchist  dem- 
agogue Nevzorov  in  forming  a Russian- 
nationalist  party  called  Nashe  (Ours). 
But  the  chief  aspirant  for  a new  nation- 
alist strongman  to  replace  Yeltsin  is  his 
own  increasingly  critical  vice  president. 
Air  Force  General  Alexander  Rutskoi, 
who  has  become  self-appointed  spokes- 
man for  the  military-industrial  hierarchy. 
The  ever  more  stridently  nationalist 
Rutskoi  was  the  main  speaker  at  a right- 
wing  nationalist  conference  in  early  Feb- 
ruary. where  he  declared: 

"We  have  to  restore  the  true  face  of  Rus- 
sia. We  have  to  revive  faith  and  spiritu- 
ality. We  have  to  revive  the  glory  of  the 
Russian  army." 


Last  August’s  abysmal  coup  attempt 
by  the  “gang  of  eight"  Gorbachevite  offi- 
cials— who  resolutely  turned  their  faces 
against  any  working-class  mobilization 
to  defend  collectivized  property — was 
little  more  than  a vicarious  dispute  over 
who  would  get  the  (non-existent)  cash 
flow  from  perestroika.  Now,  in  the  face 
of  ascendant  counterrevolution,  many 
former  Stalinist  bureaucrats  hope  to  get 
in  on  the  ground  floor  and  become  the 
new  capitalists.  But  Yeltsin  economic 
aide  Anatoli  Chubais  vows  that  “pri- 
vatization by  nomenklatura  is  inadmis- 
sible." Yeltsin,  and  before  him  Gorba- 
chev. found  their  main  base  of  support 
among  technocrats  and  intellectuals  in 
the  lower  layers  of  the  bureaucracy 
who  want  to  live  like  yuppies  in  the 
West.  But  it  won’t  be  so  easy  to  cash  in 
on  the  counterrevolution — their  careers 
have  been  built  on  managing  (or.  more 
to  the  point,  mismanaging)  the  centrally 
planned  economy,  and  if  that  goes,  so 
will  their  jobs. 


continued  on  page  14 


Letter 


“The  Sole  Serious  Defense 
Against  the  Hired  Murderers  of  Stalin 
Is  Complete  Publicity” 


28  February  1992 

Dear  Comrades, 

The  death  of  Martha  Phillips  in  Mos- 
cow on  9 February  was  a tragic  loss  for 
revolutionary  socialism.  This  irreplace- 
able foe  of  U.S.  imperialism  and  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  Soviet  Union  must 
be  remembered  by  all  who  struggle  for 
working  class  rule,  and  against  racism. 
anti-Semitism,  and  the  oppression  of 
women. 

While  attending  her  moving  memorial 
meeting,  I was  struck  by  the  comparisons 
made  of  Martha  and  Rosa  Luxemburg. 
Both  comrades  were  heroic  Jewish 
women  internationalists  murdered  out- 
side their  “own”  country,  while  fighting 


to  lead  the  proletarian  revolution. 

But  there  are  distinctions  as  well  as 
similarities.  In  1919  the  masses  under- 
stood the  meaning  of  the  murders  of 
Luxemburg  and  Karl  Liebknecht,  partly 
because  the  Spartakusbund  made  his- 
tory in  Germany  on  a mass  scale,  and 
partly  because  the  revolutionary  Soviet 
government  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  was 
there  to  explain  to  the  world  proletar- 
iat the  significance  of  the  loss.  Not  so 
with  the  murder  of  Martha.  Compara- 
tively few  workers  know  the  name  of 
Martha  Phillips  or  the  political  program 
of  the  International  Communist  League. 
For  these  reasons,  Marthas  death  is 
more  analogous  to  the  murders  of  the 


Bolshevik-Leninists  of  the  1930s,  such 
as  Ignace  Reiss  and  Erwin  Wolf, 
who  were  fighting  to  found  the  Fourth 
International  amidst  a rising  tide  of 
fascist  and  Stalinist  terror.  When  the 
GPU  murdered  these  comrades.  Trot- 
sky. in  addition  to  aiding  police  inves- 
tigations, made  great  efforts  to  pub- 
licize the  crimes.  He  wrote  articles 
for  the  workers*  papers,  issued  press 
releases,  gave  interviews  to  bour- 
geois journalists,  and  urged  action  by 
defense  committees — all  activities  in 
keeping  with  the  watchword  on  GPU 
terror  he  had  developed  at  the  time: 
“The  sole  serious  defense  against  the 
hired  murderers  of  Stalin  is  com- 
plete publicity"  (“A  Tragic  Lesson," 
September  1937).  Trotsky  understood 
that  the  natural  desire  of  those  victimized 
by  counterrevolutionary  terror  during 
periods  of  historical  adversity  is  to  fall 
silent  and  become  politically  paralyzed. 
Nevertheless  he  felt  that  this  desire  must 
be  resisted:  it  is  a matter  of  life  and 
death.  He  advised  Elsa  Reiss  (Elizabeth 
K.  Poretsky).  whom  he  felt  was  in  grave 
danger  after  her  husband  Ignace  was 
killed,  that 

“The  better  known  your  name  becomes, 
the  more  decisively  and  relentlessly  you 
step  forward  in  public,  the  more  secure 
you  will  be.  Naturally  you  must,  at  the 
same  time,  not  give  up  all  of  the  technical 
precautions.  Yet  the  best  measures  of 
concealment  will  remain  ineffective  if 
you  are  not  well  covered  politically.” 

— “A  Letter  to  Elsa  Reiss” 
(October  1937) 

Trotsky’s  admonition  ran  counter  to 
Poretsky’s  own  desire  to  maintain  public 
silence  about  comrade  Reiss’s  murder,  a 
desire  which  may  also  have  been  shared 
by  her  protector  at  the  time,  the  Dutch 
revolutionist  Henk  Sneevliet. 

It  is  clear  that  in  cases  involving  assas- 
sinations by  organizations  such  as  the 
GPU  (and  here  I refer  to  the  modem 
CIA,  FBI,  and  to  whatever  the  KGB  is 
calling  itself  these  days),  “secrecy” 
maintained  by  the  victims’  associates 
only  serves  the  assassins.  The  people 
who  killed  Martha,  of  course,  know 
everything  about  her  murder.  It  is  up  to 
her  comrades  to  let  the  world  know. 
Therefore,  the  fact  that  she  was  mur- 
dered, and  the  meaning  of  her  murder, 
must  be  explained  vigorously,  publicly 
and  regularly,  and  an  international  call 
must  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  for  a 
complete  investigation  of  this  despicable 
crime  until  her  killers  are  caught  and 
punished. 

Only  one  comrade  gave  a political 
speech  at  the  memorial  I attended,  and 
he  rightly  pointed  out  that  there  is  as  yet 
no  hard  evidence  linking  our  theories 
about  what  happened  with  the  actual 
crime.  His  point  is  factually  correct,  but 
lack  of  juridical  proof  should  not  prevent 
the  ICL  and  its  friends  from  waging  a 
full-scale  political  campaign  in  the  name 
of  the  Soviet  working  class  around 
Martha’s  death.  Such  a campaign  would 
help  protect  Martha’s  comrades  inside 
(and  outside)  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
would  also  educate  the  working  class 
about  the  true  nature  of  Yeltsin,  Western 
imperialism,  and  Pamyat  fascists.  As 
Workers  Vanguard  has  pointed  out  on 
several  occasions,  the  Stalinist  bureau- 
crats and  police  agents.  CIA  operatives, 
and  Russian  anti-Semitic  thugs  all  agree 
on  one  thing:  for  the  counterrevolution 
to  be  victorious,  the  potential  power 
of  the  Soviet  working  class  must  be 
crushed.  It  is  therefore  more  than  likely 
that  Martha's  murder  was  accomplished 
by  a concerted  effort  of  the  CIA.  the 


International  Women’s  Day 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


To  commemorate  the  socialist  working- 
class  holiday  of  International  Women's  Day, 
we  print  excerpts  from  a presentation 
given  by  our  comrade  Martha  Phillips  on 
8 March  1983  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area.  Martha  herself  was  an  inspiration 
to  many  younger  women  comrades.  Her  burn- 
ing indignation  at  every  act  of  oppression 
and  her  commitment  to  learning  from  and 
extending  the  Russian  Revolution  were  hall- 
marks of  her  entire  political  life;  her  forum 
on  International  Women's  Day  well  reflected  these  two  central  themes  of  her  life. 

On  the  second  anniversary  of  the  Russian  Revolution,  Lenin  chose  to  speak  on  the 
woman  question.  And  I believe  it's  one  of  his  greatest  speeches,  and  I wanted  to  begin 
basically  with  that.  He  says,  "The  bourgeoisie  and  its  supporters,  they  charge  us  with 
having  violated  democracy.  We  on  the  other  hand  assert  that  Soviet  democracy,  the 
revolution,  has  given  an  unprecedented  impulse  to  the  development  of  democracy.  That 
is.  democracy  for  the  working  people  as  distinct  from  bourgeois  democracy  for  the 
rich.  Who  is  right?" 

And  then  he  proceeds  to  examine  the  woman  question.  He  says,  "Bourgeois  democ- 
racy promises  equality  and  freedom,  but  not  a single  so-called  democracy  has  ever 
passed  laws  that  made  women  the  equal  of  men."  And  that  remains  the  case.  It’s  now 
200  years  since  the  French  Revolution  and  in  this  country,  supposedly  the  land  of  the 
free,  the  bourgeoisie — Democrats  and  Republicans — is  completely  incapable  of  passing 
a simple  statement  saying  that  women  should  have  the  same  legal  rights  as  men. 

Now  Lenin  in  his  speech  continues  in  this  vein,  and  he  talks  about  how  the  whole 
canon  of  bourgeois  law  is  to  do  everything  they  can  to  give  privileges  to  the  male, 
to  humiliate  and  degrade  women.  And  I thought  about  that  word  “humiliate.”  Because 
what  else  can  you  call  it  but  humiliation — the  right-wing  reaction  in  this  country,  the 
fight  against  abortion,  against  contraception,  the  “squeal  rule,"  the  unemployment,  the 
black  women  on  welfare.  This  is  precisely  what  Lenin  was  talking  about,  the  humilia- 
tion of  working  women,  of  the  oppressed,  even  in  the  context  of  the  law. 

Within  weeks  after  the  1917  Revolution,  the  Bolsheviks.  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  party, 
passed  laws  that  in  every  way  struck  down  everything  that  said  that  women  were 
unequal.  And  they  did  much  more  than  that.  Now,  the  Russian  Revolution,  the  gains 
of  it  remain  today:  the  workers  planned  economy,  the  monopoly  of  foreign  trade.  And 
today  it  is  the  Trotskyists,  we  as  the  continuity  of  Leninism  in  the  modem  world,  who 
are  the  only  ones  who  say  something  very  simple:  that  you  have  to  defend  the 
revolution  that  was  made  in  order  to  go  forward  to  make  the  new  one,  that  you  have 
to  defend  the  Soviet  Union. 

And  that  means  that  the  interests  of  women,  the  interests  of  the  workers,  must  not 
be  subordinated  to  the  narrow,  nationalist,  petty  concerns  of  the  Soviet  bureaucracy. 
Because  from  1924  on,  it  was  Stalin’s  bureaucratic  clique,  riding  the  wave  of  conserva- 
tism that  swept  Russia  after  Lenin  died — after  the  failure  of  the  German  Revolution — 
that  consolidated  this  national  bureaucracy  and  usurped  power  away  from  the  working 
class.  What  we  stand  for  is  getting  that  power  back. 
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KGB,  and  their  fascist  hirelings  in 
Pamyat. 

The  murder  of  Martha  Phillips  is  more 
than  a single  act  of  reactionary  terror; 
it  signals  a new  stage  in  the  ongoing 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
It  is  the  first  time  in  the  recent  struggles 
that  an  open  political  advocate  of  work- 
ers’ rule  has  been  struck  down  in  central 
Moscow.  Of  course  the  potential  for 
the  bureaucracy  to  unleash  bloody  terror 
is  great,  but  they  have  thus  far  refrained 
from  doing  so  in  the  large  cities  and 
working-class  centers  for  fear  that  the 
masses  would  retaliate.  It  is  exactly 
this  potential  power  that  the  Stalinists’ 
imperialist  masters  in  Bonn  and  Wash- 
ington fear  and  seek  to  destroy — by 
financing  inter-ethnic  hatred  and  en- 
forcing generalized  famine.  In  Martha 
Phillips  the  counterrevolution  has  killed 
an  isolated  proletarian  revolutionist  who 
was  nonetheless  a potential  danger  to 
their  plans.  If  unopposed,  the  would-be 
capitalists  will  continue  to  perpetrate 
such  vile  crimes.  They  have  in  their 
pay  no  shortage  of  professional  kill- 
ers and  trained  human  degenerates 
seeking  to  line  their  own  pockets.  But 
there  are  also  potentially  hundreds  of 
our  allies  inside  the  Soviet  Union 
and  internationally  who  would  respond 
to  a call  for  an  investigation,  who  would 
bring  the  pressure  of  their  outrage  to 
bear  on  the  authorities,  and  who  would 
help  shine  the  spotlight  of  world  atten- 
tion on  the  dark  sources  of  this  most 
despicable  crime. 

Such  a campaign  would  seek  to 
mobilize  not  only  our  friends  inside 
the  Soviet  trade  unions,  but  also  those 
more  politically  distant  from  the  ICL, 
such  as  dissidents  like  Boris  Kagarlitsky 
and  Roy  Medvedev.  Seva  Volkov,  and 
those  whom  he  met  on  his  recent  visit 
to  the  Soviet  Union — such  as  Joffe’s 
granddaughter,  and  other  descendants 
of  the  Left  Opposition — should  also  be 
approached.  Western  trade  unionists 
such  as  Arthur  Scargill,  left-wing  schol- 
ars like  Pierre  Brou6,  and  radicals  such 
as  William  Kunstler  and  Israel  Shahak, 
should  be  encouraged  to  participate.  The 
support  of  international  cultural  figures 
must  also  be  actively  solicited:  for 
example.  Gunter  Grass,  Christa  Wolf, 
Bernardo  Bertolucci,  Sinead  O’Connor, 
Billy  Bragg,  Ossie  Davis,  Ruby  Dee, 
and  John  Sayles  could  all  be  ap- 
proached. Finally,  the  support  of  the 
worldwide  reformist  political  left  should 
be  marshalled  as  far  as  is  possible.  In 
short,  the  campaign  should  cast  its 
net  wide,  and  make  special  efforts  ini- 
tially to  capture  the  attention  of  journal- 
ists and  public  figures  who  could  help 
make  Martha’s  name  known  and  spread 
the  outrage  over  the  circumstances  of 
her  murder. 

Comrades,  I write  in  personal  sadness 
as  well  as  political  solidarity.  I knew 
Martha  for  several  years  and  I worked 
on  her  1983  campaign  for  the  Oakland. 
California,  city  council.  Perhaps  the 
news  of  her  death  jarred  me  more  than 
it  would  have,  had  I not  worked  with 
her  personally.  Her  friends,  who  knew 
her  best  of  all.  spoke  so  movingly  at  the 
memorial  meeting  that  many  of  us  were 
overcome  with  a sense  of  loss.  But  it  is 
the  sacred  duty  of  we  hundreds  who 
suffer  personal  anguish  over  Martha’s 
murder  to  carry  its  greater  historical 
lesson  out  to  the  hundreds  of  thousands. 
The  workers  of  the  world  must  know 
about  this  heroic  fallen  communist. 

Fraternally, 

Rick  B, 

WV  replies:  We  thank  comrade  Rick  for 
his  solidarity  and  his  thoughtful  letter. 

In  the  Soviet  Union  we  are  publicizing 
Martha’s  death  and  what  she  stood  for. 
There  are  considerable  obstacles,  how- 
ever, to  the  sort  of  investigative  com- 
mission comrade  Rick  proposes.  In  the 
1930s,  when  Stalin  and  his  murder 
machine  were  assassinating  Left  Oppo- 
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Witchhunt  in  Germany 


Revenge  of  the  Third  Reich 


Berlin,  February  1 0:  Spartakist  Workers  Party  protests  Fourth  Reich  show  trial, 
demands  “Freedom  for  Erich  Mielke!” 


“terror  trials”  of  the  ’70s,  the  seriously 
ill  Mielke,  slumped  over  and  barely  con- 
scious, was  forced  to  sit  in  a glass  cage. 
After  doctors  earlier  declared  Mielke 
unfit  to  stand  trial,  the  Berlin  govern- 
ment, which  funds  the  city  hospitals, 
exerted  enough  pressure  to  extract  a 
decision  that  he  could  be  subjected  to 
90-minute  periods  twice  a week,  thereby 
ensuring  that  this  spectacle  of  courtroom 
torture  could  be  dragged  out  for  months 
or  at  least  until  it  kills  him. 

Outside  the  courtroom  on  the  first  day 
of  this  grotesque  show  trial,  a protest 
rally  was  held,  organized  by  the  SpAD 
and  its  fraternal  defense  organization,  the 
Committee  for  Social  Defense  (KfsV). 
Demonstrators  demanded  "Freedom  for 
Erich  Mielke!"  “Hands  Off  Honecker 
and  the  Border  Soldiers!”  and  “Hands 
Off  Markus  Wolf!”,  the  former  head  of 
East  German  intelligence.  The  protest 
received  widespread  media  coverage. 

The  demonstrators  also  called  for 
charges  to  be  dropped  against  two  heroic 
anti-fascist  fighters:  Karl  Kielhorn.  who 
led  an  anti-fascist  group  in  a Soviet 
POW  camp  in  Lithuania,  and  Gerhard 
Bogelein.  who  left  the  Wehrmacht  to 
fight  with  the  Red  Army  against  the  Nazi 
occupiers  in  the  Balkans.  Today  they  are 
on  trial  in  the  SPD  stronghold  of  Ham- 
burg. accused  of  killing  a Nazi  military 
judge  who  imposed  100  death  sentences 
on  Soviet  partisans  and  “disloyal"  Wehr- 
macht soldiers. 

Mielke  is  accused  of  participating  in 
the  shooting  deaths  of  two  Berlin  police- 
men and  wounding  a third  in  1931,  more 
than  60  years  ago.  The  two  police  who 
were  shot  dead  were  notorious  for 
dispersing  workers’  demonstrations  by 
riding  their  horses  into  them  at  full 
gallop  with  sabres  drawn.  During  the 


BERLIN — A vicious  anti-Communist 
witchhunt  is  sweeping  the  reunited 
Fourth  Reich  of  German  imperialism.  Its 
chief  inquisitors  are  Social  Democratic 
(SPD)  Berlin  justice  minister  Jutta  Lim- 
bach  and  her  crony  on  the  federal  level. 
Klaus  Kinkel,  former  head  of  the  BND. 
the  German  CIA.  The  German  bourgeoi- 
sie wants  revenge  for  the  Red  Army’s 
victory  over  Nazi  Germany  in  World  War 
II  and  seeks  to  erase  any  memory  of  the 
DDR  (East  German)  deformed  workers 
state  built  upon  the  rubble  of  the  Third 
Reich.  The  chief  target  of  the  witch- 
hunters  is  79-year-old  Erich  Honecker, 
the  Stalinist  former  DDR  leader,  who 
spent  over  a decade  in  Nazi  prison  cham- 
bers for  anti-fascist  resistance.  Now  they 
want  to  drag  him  out  of  a Moscow  clinic 
where  he  is  suffering  from  advanced 
cancer,  to  put  him  back  behind  bars. 

To  get  Honecker,  they  have  launched 
the  so-called  “Wall  trials"  of  DDR  bor- 
der guards.  The  first  of  these  revenge 
trials  ended  with  a three-and-a-half- 
year  manslaughter  sentence  for  former 
East  German  soldier  Ingo  Heinrich.  The 
judge,  Theodor  Seidel,  was  himself 
active  in  reactionary  "refugee  organiza- 
tions” organizing  “flight"  to  the  capital- 
ist West  during  the  1960s.  As  the  trials 
continue,  three  other  soldiers  have  been 
convicted.  They  are  being  tried  because 
they  were  literally  front-line  defenders 
of  the  DDR  against  NATO  and  West 
German  imperialism.  Meanwhile,  the 
murderers  of  20  East  German  border 
guards  have  never  been  charged. 

The  Berlin  Wall  was  built  at  the  height 
of  the  Cold  War,  against  a capitalist  cam- 
paign, in  part  orchestrated  by  the  CIA, 
to  disrupt  the  East  German  economy  by 
bleeding  it  of  skilled  labor.  As  the  Trotz- 
kistische  Liga  Deutschlands,  forerunner 
to  the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  (SpAD), 
wrote  in  a Spartakist  supplement  in 


intense  class  struggles  under  the  Weimar 
Republic,  cops  brutally  went  after  leftist 
workers  in  SPD-govemed  Berlin.  In  the 
bloody  May  Day  massacre  of  1929, 
known  as  the  Zorgiebel  affair  for  the 
Social  Democratic  police  chief,  cops 
charged  an  unarmed  workers'  rally. 
Using  machine  guns  they  murdered  33 
and  wounded  nearly  200  more. 

No  charges  were  ever  brought  in  the 
1931  killings  under  the  Weimar  Repub- 
lic. and  the  case  was  dropped.  It  was 
only  revived  by  a Nazi  court  in  1934,  in 
the  very  room  used  for  the  trial  today. 
Mielke  had  by  then  taken  refuge  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  Now  “testimony" 
extracted  through  torture  from  “wit- 
nesses" dragged  out  of  concentration 
camps  is  the  basis  for  the  present  charges 
against  Mielke!  A recent  article  in  taz 
(24  February)  exposes  the  case  as  an 
SPD  blood  vendetta,  quoting  a 1950s 
brochure  by  the  SPD  Ostbiiro  (a  CIA 
front)  titled  “The  Mielke  Case”  which 
called  for  “expiation"  of  the  "murder  of 
both  Social  Democratic  police  officers 
...in  a reunited  Germany." 

Perhaps  no  other  case  provides  such 
clear  and  decisive  evidence  of  the  Fourth 
Reich’s  claim  to  be  the  legal  suc- 
cessor to  the  Third.  Limbach  and  Seidel 
are  the  long  arm  of  the  Gestapo! 
Mielke ’s  chosen  defense  counsel  is  now 
threatened  by  Limbach  with  disbarment. 
His  office  was  broken  into  and  crucial 
defense  documents  were  stolen.  More- 
over. the  court-appointed  attorney  for 
Mielke  has  received  death  threats  and 
his  office  was  also  broken  into  and 
wrecked.  As  the  February  issue  of 
Konkret  ironically  noted,  those  “who 
exempted  Nazi  war  criminals  for  40 
years,  not  least  because  they  slaughtered 
continued  on  page  7 


Weimar  police  arrest 
May  Day  demonstrator 
in  Berlin,  1929  (left). 
Erich  Mielke  in 
1931  (below),  and 
being  dragged  into 
court  today. 


October  1987:  the  Wall  “constitutes  a 
defense  of  the  collectivized  economy  of 
the  DDR.  albeit  in  a bureaucratic  man- 
ner. Therefore  the  bourgeoisie  hates  the 
Wall  and  therefore  we  Trotskyists  defend 
it.”  During  the  upheavals  of  1989-90, 
the  Spartakists  were  the  only  party  that 
unambiguously  said,  “No  to  capitalist 
reunification!" 


Hands  Off  Erich  Mielke! 


On  February  10,  84-year-old  Erich 
Mielke,  former  head  of  the  East  German 
State  Security  ("Stasi"),  was  dragged 
into  the  courtroom  of  the  same  judge 
that  presided  over  the  first  “Wall  trial,” 
on  charges  that  stemmed  out  of  the  Nazi 
period.  In  a measure  unprecedented 
since  the  West  German  Baader-Meinhof 


sitionists,  from  Spain  to  France  to  Mex- 
ico and  elsewhere,  the  responsibility  for 
these  hideous  acts  was  transparently 
clear,  with  or  without  the  presence  of 
a "smoking  gun.”  The  aim  of  inves- 
tigations like  the  Dewey  Commission, 
which  exposed  and  refuted  the  bureauc- 
racy’s outrageous  slanders  against  the 
Bolshevik-Leninists,  was  essentially  to 
rip  away  the  shroud  of  organized  Stalin- 
ist lies  and  focus  the  workers  movement 
on  the  simple  fact  of  Stalin’s  stated  aim 
and  criminal  deeds. 

The  murder  of  our  comrade  Martha 
increasingly  seems  to  have  been  of  a 
political  character.  But  unlike  in  Stalin’s 
time,  today  it  is  not  an  easy  task  to  iden- 


tify the  culprit(s).  The  former  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  is  itself  in  decomposition, 
while  many  other  sinister  forces  are 
moving  amid  the  political  and  social 
confusion  and  fragmentation.  While  the 
means  and  the  opportunity  for  the  per- 
petrator appear  clear,  the  motives  are 
not:  a multiplicity  of  different  and  some- 
times mutually  exclusive  possibilities 
are  suggested. 

This  was  the  work  of  someone  not 
squeamish  about  taking  the  big  step 
from  slander  and  provocation  to  murder: 
we  must  have  gored  someone’s  ox  in 
a way  they  considered  intolerably  threat- 
ening to  their  purposes.  But  there  are 
many  one  can  think  of  who  had  reason 


to  hate  and  want  to  stop  our  work  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  Within  the  decomposing 
bureaucracy,  several  of  its  wings,  par- 
ticularly the  ultra-nationalist/racist  frag- 
ments, could  be  implicated.  But  equally 
there  are  those  with  considerable  invest- 
ment in  Yeltsin  or  ties  to  Yeltsin,  from 
the  CIA  to  leaders  of  the  "independ- 
ent" miners  who  seem  to  be  run  out 
of  Washington.  Smaller  forces,  alleged 
leftists  or  “independents,”  ranging  from 
roaring  anti-Semites  to  eager  capitalist- 
restorationists  to  a few  peculiarly  sinister 
elements,  may  have  seen  our  activities 
as  a direct  roadblock  to  their  aspirations. 
There  are  the  Zionists,  whose  designs  in 
the  Soviet  Union  are  directly  in  conflict 


with  our  politics.  Nor  can  it  be  entirely 
ruled  out  at  this  point  that  it  was  a simple 
criminal  act. 

Attempting  to  sort  this  out  right  now 
hardly  seems  like  the  work  of  an  Inter- 
national Committee  of  Inquiry  of  honest 
individuals  with  moral  authority  drawn 
from  labor,  socialist  and  civil-libertarian 
organizations.  We  are  seeking  to  ap- 
proach interested  and  relevant  individ- 
uals. We  are  not  now  in  a position  to  do 
much  beyond  trying  to  identify  potential 
suspects  and  seeking  to  put  appropriate 
pressure  on  the  Moscow  police  authori- 
ties. We  will  continue,  as  we  have  been, 
to  undertake  such  measures  as  are  appar- 
ent and  seem  feasible  to  us.  ■ 
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Solidarnosd  Godfathers: 
Reagan  and  the  Pope 


Jafecke/Contacl 

Reagan  and  the  Pope’s  “Holy  Crusade”  against  Communism  tunneled  CIA  money  to  Solidarno$6  and  Lech  Walesa. 


Bulletin  [Australia) 


The  recent  Time  magazine  (24  Febru- 
ary) cover  story  titled  "Holy  Alliance” 
by  Watergate  reporter  Carl  Bernstein  is 
being  treated  by  the  press  as  quite 
a bombshell.  Extensively  documenting 
“how  Reagan  and  the  Pope  conspired  to 
assist  Poland's  Solidarity  movement  and 
hasten  the  demise  of  Communism."  the 
article  confirms  what  we  said  at  the  time 
and  what  much  of  the  rest  of  the  left  fur- 
iously denied  as  they  tailed  after  Lech 
Walesa.  Bernstein  describes  in  detail  how 
the  CIA.  the  AFL-CIO  and  the  Vatican 
joined  forces  to  finance  Walesa’s  outfit 
in  a mammoth  campaign  aimed  at  "desta- 
bilizing” the  Polish  deformed  workers 
state  and  fomenting  anti-Communist 
counterrevolution.  He  writes: 

"Until  Solidarity's  legal  status  was  re- 
stored in  1989  it  flourished  underground, 
supplied,  nurtured  and  advised  largely 
by  the  network  established  under  the 
auspices  of  Reagan  and  John  Paul  II. 
Tons  of  equipment — fax  machines  (the 
first  in  Poland),  printing  presses,  trans- 
mitters. telephones,  shortwave  radios, 
video  cameras,  photocopiers,  telex  ma- 
chines. computers,  word  processors — 
were  smuggled  into  Poland  via  channels 
established  by  priests  and  American 
agents  and  representatives  of  the  AFL- 
CIO  and  European  labor  movements, 
Money  for  the  banned  union  came  from 
CIA  funds,  the  National  Endowment 
for  Democracy,  secret  accounts  in  the 
Vatican  and  Western  trade  unions. 

"Lech  Walesa  and  other  leaders  of  Soli- 
darity received  strategic  advice — often 
conveyed  by  priests  or  American  and 
European  labor  experts  working  under- 
cover in  Poland — that  reflected  the 
thinking  of  the  Vatican  and  the  Reagan 
administration." 

We  may  not  have  Bernstein’s  high- 
level  connections  and  “deep  throat"  in- 
formants. But  basing  ourselves  on  the 
Trotskyist  program.  Workers  Vanguard 
had  this  “scoop”  a long  time  back.  More 
than  ten  years  ago,  in  October  1981,  we 
published  a Spartacist  pamphlet,  “Soli- 
damosc: Polish  Company  Union  for  CIA 
and  Bankers,"  including  a series  of  WV 
articles  running  down  Walesa’s  ties  to 
Washington  and  the  Vatican  and  the  role 
of  AFL-CIO  tops  like  Lane  Kirkland. 
Doug  Fraser  and  Irving  Brown  as  Com- 
pany accomplices.  Among  the  headlines 
were  “Wall  Street  Journal  Loves  Poland’s 
Company  Union,"  “Kirkland,  Fraser  on 
Cold  War  Assignment:  AFL-CIO  Tops — 
Hands  Off  Poland!"  and  “All  the  Pope’s 
Dissidents."  We  continued  to  track  this 
CIA/Vatican-sponsored  “union”  over  the 
years,  in  articles  like  “The  Pope  of  Coun- 
terrevolution." "Solidamosc’  Dirty  Dol- 
lars" and  "'AFL-CIA’  and  Solidamosc." 

Our  exposure  of  Solidamosc’  unholy 
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alliance  with  the  White  House  and  Vat- 
ican was  in  the  service  of  seeking  to 
mobilize  the  Polish  and  international 
proletariat  to  defend  the  gains  of  the  col- 
lectivized economy  against  the  counter- 
revolutionary cabal  for  whom  Walesa 
was  a front  man.  We  fought  to  win  the 
Polish  workers  to  a program  of  proletar- 
ian political  revolution  against  the  dis- 
credited Stalinist  bureaucracy.  In  the 
year  following  the  August  1980  workers’ 
upsurge  from  which  Solidamosc  issued, 
we  sought  to  split  its  mass  base  away 


ident's  Men , having  recently  published 
puff  pieces  on  Reagan  CIA  chief  William 
Casey  and  Persian  Gulf  butcher  Colin 
Powell.  With  the  imperialists  crowing 
over  the  “death  of  Communism,"  Bern- 
stein is  called  in  to  tell  “the  real  story” 
— at  least  part  of  it.  Even  now.  he 
completely  covers  over  the  fact  that 
Washington  and  the  Vatican  financed 
and  controlled  the  Solidamosc  leader- 
ship well  before  1982.  Bernstein  claims 
the  Reagan-Pope  plot  was  begun  only 
after  Jaruzelski  declared  martial  law  in 
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You  Read  It  Here  First 

1981  1992 


Spartacists  told  the  truth  about  Solidarno&£  when  it  counted  (our  1981 
pamphlet  is  still  available — $1.00).  Now  Time  (24  February)  “exposes" 
Reagan/Pope  plot. 


from  the  clerical-nationalist  tools  of  the 
CIA  and  Vatican.  As  Solidamosc  consol- 
idated around  an  anti-socialist  program 
in  September  1981,  we  urgently  called 
to  “Stop  Solidarity’s  Counterrevolu- 
tion!” vowing  our  support  even  to  a mil- 
itary intervention  by  the  Kremlin  Stalin- 
ists, “whatever  the  idiocies  and  atrocities 
they  will  commit."  Today  the  sinister 
role  of  Solidamosc  is  all  too  clear  to  the 
Polish  workers,  as  they  struggle  to  sur- 
vive under  its  vicious  austerity  program. 

“AFL-CIA"  In  Action 

Bernstein  is  hardly  the  crusading  lib- 
eral muckraker  glorified  in  All  the  Pres- 


December 1981  to  spike  Solidamosc’ 
power  bid  and  was  cemented  at  a closed 
meeting  between  the  two  in  the  Vatican 
in  June  1982,  when  "Reagan  and  the 
Pope  agreed  to  undertake  a clandestine 
campaign  to  hasten  the  dissolution  of  the 
communist  empire.” 

But  he  does  document  the  extent  of 
the  CIA  "destabilization"  project: 

"Less  than  three  weeks  before  his 
meeting  with  the  Pope  in  1982.  the  Pres- 
ident signed  a secret  national-securiiy- 
dccision  directive  (NSDD  32)  that  au- 
thorized a range  of  economic,  diplomatic 
and  covert  measures  to  'neutralize  efforts 
of  the  U.S.S.R.'  to  maintain  its  hold  on 
Eastern  Europe. ...  The  primary  purposes 


of  NSDD  32  were  to  destabilize  the 
Polish  government  through  covert  oper- 
ations involving  propaganda  and  organ- 
izational aid  to  Solidarity....” 

The  Solidamosc  office  in  Brussels  "be- 
came an  international  clearing  house"  for 
papal  emissaries,  CIA  and  NED  opera- 
tives, and  representatives  from  the  AFL- 
CIO  and  the  West  European  social 
democracy.  Meanwhile,  the  "American 
embassy  in  Warsaw  became  the  pivotal 
CIA  station  in  the  communist  world  and, 
by  all  accounts,  the  most  effective.” 
The  Solidamosc  operation  was  run 
right  out  of  the  White  House,  under 
the  direct  control  of  Reagan,  CIA  chief 
William  Casey  and  National  Security 
Adviser  William  Clark.  In  on  the  ground 
floor  were  virulently  anti-Communist 
"scholar"  Richard  Pipes  and  former 
Carter  aide  Zbigniew  Brzezinski.  The 
go-between  with  the  Vatican  was  Arch- 
bishop Pio  Laghi.  And  key  to  the 
operation  were  the  "AFL-CIA"  and  the 
West  European  social-democratic  parties 
and  trade-union  federations: 

"It  was  through  Casey’s  contacts,  his 
associates  say.  that  elements  of  the 
Socialist  International  were  organized  on 
behalf  of  Solidarity — just  as  the  Social 
Democratic  parties  of  Western  Europe 
had  been  used  as  an  instrument  of  Amer- 
ican policy  by  the  CIA  in  helping  to  cre- 
ate anticommunist  governments  after  the 
war.... 

"Casey  decided  that  the  American  labor 
movement's  relationship  with  Solidarity 
was  so  good  that  much  of  what  the  CIA 
needed  could  be  financed  and  obtained 
through  AFL-CIO  channels." 

Presumably  in  the  interest  of  preserving 
Kirkland  & Co.’s  "integrity"  for  future 
operations.  Bernstein  claims  that  “AFL- 
CIO  officials  were  never  aware  of  the 
extent  of  clandestine  U.S.  assistance." 
And  he  implies  that  AFL-CIO  aid  to 
Walesa  before  '82  was  carried  out  inde- 
pendently of  the  White  House. 

This  is  ludicrous.  The  AFL-CIO’s 
"International  Affairs  Department”  has 
been  a CIA  conduit  since  right  after 
World  War  II.  We  noted  early  on  that 
“U.S.  imperialism  is  deeply  involved 
in  fomenting  anti-Communist  reaction 
in  Poland,  especially  through  the  AFL- 
CIO  bureaucracy  which  has  contributed 
$300,000  and  their  first  printing  press 
to  Solidarity"  (“Stop  Solidarity’s  Coun- 
terrevolution!" WV  No.  289,  25  Septem- 
ber 1981).  In  another  article  in  the  same 
issue  (both  reprinted  in  the  Spartacist 
pamphlet),  we  nailed  Irving  Brown, 
invited  along  with  Kirkland  by  Walesa 
to  attend  the  Solidamosc  conference,  as 
“Mr.  AFL-CIA"  himself  and  exposed  his 
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NED  Dollars  and  CIA 


“Free  Trade  Unions" 


“AFL-CIA"  head  and  NED  board  member  Lane  Kirkland  (second  from  left) 
meeting  with  Ukrainian  ‘‘free  trade  unionists,"  May  1991. 


The  well-publicized  role  of  the 
National  Endowment  for  Democracy 
(NED)  and  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  in 
fomenting  counterrevolution  in  Poland 
is  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  Set  up  in 
1983  to  promote  "democracy,"  the  NED 
is  responsible  for  financing  some  of  the 
most  reactionary  scum  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  including  an  outright  fascist  outfit 
in  the  Soviet  Union  which  calls  itself  the 
"National  Toilers  Alliance"  (NTS).  In 
recent  years,  the  NED  and  "AFL-CIA" 
have  toured  a string  of  NTS-connected 
Soviet  “free  trade  unionists”  around  the 
U.S.  and  Britain.  The  NED  openly  brags 
that,  in  its  attempts  to  promote  Yeltsinite 
counterrevolution,  "it  pumped  nearly 
$15  million  into  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1990  alone”  (cited  in 
Lies  of  Our  Times , May  1991). 

A chief  target  of  this  sinister  operation 
has  been  Soviet  miners — notably  the  In- 
dependent Miners  Union  (NPG)  set  up 
at  a conference  in  the  Ukraine  in  1990. 
A sizable  chunk  of  the  NPG  top  leader- 
ship has  been  the  recipient  of  NED/ 
AFL-CIO  largesse  for  several  years. 
After  stopping  off  in  Poland  to  hail 
the  "death  of  Communism”  in  1990, 
AFL-CIO  chief  Lane  Kirkland  hosted 
a Labor  Day  gathering  of  “free  trade 
union  leaders”  in  Moscow — at  the  home 
of  the  U.S.  ambassador.  The  following 
spring,  Kirkland  returned  to  hold  meet- 


Hosetros/NY  Times 


Nicaraguan  president  Violeta  Cha- 
morro feted  by  her  imperialist 
paymasters  in  Washington,  D.C. 


ings  with  various  “miners’  leaders,” 
including  one  Sergei  Masalovich.  billed 
by  the  AFL-CIO  “Department  of  Interna- 
tional Affairs"  as  “a  Christian  Demo- 
cratic trade  union  activist." 

In  fact,  Masalovich  is  a member  of 
the  fascist  NTS.  A few  months  later  this 
same  Masalovich  popped  up  in  Britain 
featured  at  a conference  of  the  scab 
"Union  of  Democratic  Miners,"  created 
to  break  the  heroic  1984-85  British 
miners  strike  led  by  Arthur  Scargill. 
Masalovich’s  job  was  to  peddle  anti- 
Communist  smears  claiming  that  Scar- 
gill  had  pocketed  strike  funds  donated 
by  Soviet  miners. 

Another  "independent  unionist"  who 
joined  the  bourgeoisie’s  hysterical 
witchhunt  against  Scargill  is  one  Yuri 
Butchenko,  who  it  turns  out  is  a repre- 
sentative of... the  NED.  Butchenko  was 
given  an  entr£e  into  various  authentic 
British  workers  organizations  that  same 
summer  under  the  aegis  of  fake-lefts  like 
the  Workers  Power  and  Socialist  Organ- 
iser groups.  The  shared  anti-Sovietism 
of  these  outfits  came  home  to  roost 
when  Butchenko  ostentatiously  joined 
the  anti-Scargill  witchhunt  in  a televised 
press  conference.  Butchenko’s  "control" 
turned  out  to  be  prominent  NTS  spokes- 
man George  Miller  (see  “Workers  Power 
Caught  With  Russian  Fascists.  Thatch- 
er’s Scabs,"  WV  No.  513,  10  August 

1990) .  Miller  is  editor  of  the  Soviet 
Labour  Review,  which  has  received  at 
least  $129,000  in  NED  funds.  At  the 
independent  miners  conference  in  the 
Ukraine  in  1990,  International  Commu- 
nist League  representatives  exposed  this 
CIA-organized  campaign  to  turn  Soviet 
miners  into  a battering  ram  against  Scar- 
gill and  the  British  miners. 

The  NTS  was  formed  in  1932  by 
White  Guard  counterrevolutionary  emi- 
gres who  collaborated  with  the  Nazis. 
Before  and  during  World  War  II.  the  NTS 
worked  with  the  Hitlerite  invaders  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  as  "NTS  members  coop- 
erated with  Wehrmacht  combat  units. 
Rosenberg's  Ostministerium  and  Kamin- 
sky’s Russian  Nazi  Party"  (John  J.  Ste- 
phan. The  Russian  Fascists  (London, 
1978]).  After  the  war  these  Russian  fas- 
cists were  parachuted  into  the  USSR  by 
the  CIA  and  MI6  in  U.S.  and  British  spy 
operations.  Last  August,  the  NTS  fea- 
tured prominently  on  Yeltsin’s  barri- 
cades, where  they  distributed  a leaflet 
pushing  anti-Communist  reaction.  Now 
the  Soviet  journal  New  Times  (1  October 

1991) ,  a pro-imperialist  rag  which  was 


formerly  a mouthpiece  of  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  features  a self-congratula- 
tory piece  by  NTS  executive  board  mem- 
ber Boris  Miller,  father  of  George,  boast- 
ing of  this  sinister  outfit's  exploits  on 
behalf  of  counterrevolution. 

The  NTS  is  the  real  face  of  the  NED 
and  Kirkland's  "free  trade  unions.” 
Through  its  "AFL-CIA”  conduit,  the 
NED  has  sent  dollars  and  organizers 
flowing  to  every  Cold  War  hot  spot  from 
Europe  to  Asia  to  Central  America  to 
carry  out  U.S.  imperialism's  counterrev- 
olutionary schemes.  Right-wing  union- 
hater  Senator  Orrin  Hatch  crows  that 
“The  unions  have  a political  effective- 
ness the  CIA  has  often  lacked.”  And 
indeed,  the  NED  was  established  pre- 
cisely to  fund  the  International  Affairs 
Department  of  the  AFL-CIO  and  its 
Free  Trade  Union  Institute,  run  by  the 
viciously  anti-Communist  Cold  Warriors 
of  the  Social  Democrats.  U.S. A.  As 
much  as  98  percent  of  International 
Affairs’  budget  comes  from  the  NED  and 
other  U.S.  government  agencies. 

The  International  Affairs  Department 
has  a long  and  bloody  track  record.  Long- 
time director  and  CIA  operative  Irving 
Brown  paid  out  CIA  dollars  in  1948  to 
recruit  goons  to  crush  Communist-led 
dock  workers  in  France.  In  Latin  Amer- 
ica, the  American  Institute  for  Free 
Labor  Development  is  notorious  for  CIA 
infiltration  of  trade  unions  from  Chile  to 
El  Salvador.  AIFLD  executive  director 
William  Doherty  was  even  flown  into 
Grenada  by  the  U.S.  military  during  the 
invasion!  The  Free  Trade  Union  Institute 
was  created  in  the  1970s  explicitly  in 
response  to  working-class  explosions  in 


Portugal  and  Spain,  to  augment  CIA- 
organized  counterrevolutionary  activity 
there. 

NED  cash  figured  prominently  in 
the  “electoral  coup"  that  toppled  the 
Sandinista  regime  in  Nicaragua  in  1990. 
For  years  the  NED  channeled  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  to  La  Prensa. 
the  anti-Sandinista  contra  organ  owned 
by  1990  presidential  candidate  Violeta 
Chamorro.  The  NED  brokered  the  Cha- 
morro opposition  coalition,  funding  the 
campaign  with  $12.5  million  between 
October  1988  and  the  elections  in  Feb- 
ruary 1990  (see  National  Endowment  for 
Democracy:  A Foreign  Policy  Branch 
Gone  Awry,  Inter-Hemispheric  Educa- 
tion Resource  Center.  1990).  And  today, 
the  “AFL-CIA”  tries  to  sabotage  factory 
seizures  by  Nicaraguan  workers  fighting 
to  defend  themselves  from  Chamorro's 
attacks. 

Now  Kirkland  screams  "China  next! 
Cuba  next!”  His  latest  operation  for  the 
NED/CIA  crowd  is  his  "Labor  Com- 
mittee for  a Free  Cuba."  a collection  of 
Cuban  exile  gusanos  and  CIA  Cold  War- 
riors dreaming  of  destroying  the  Cuban 
Revolution  and  retaking  the  island  for 
their  imperialist  masters. 

While  triumphally  crowing  over  the 
"death  of  Communism,"  the  AFL-CIO 
tops  preside  over  ever  more  brutal 
attacks  against  workers  and  minorities 
in  the  U.S.  In  exposing  these  labor  trai- 
tors we  fight  not  only  to  defend  the  his- 
toric gains  of  the  Soviet  working  people 
in  the  face  of  capitalist  counterrevolution 
but  to  build  the  revolutionary  workers 
party  needed  in  this  country  to  put  an 
end  to  rapacious  U.S.  imperialism.  ■ 


long  bloody  history  of  anti-Communist 
subversion  and  wrecking. 

International  Department  East  Europe 
coordinator  Adrian  Karatnycky  subse- 
quently admitted  that  as  early  as  1980- 
81.  “hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars" 
of  aid  for  Solidamosc  "poured  into  the 
AFL-CIO  headquarters."  We  remarked 
at  the  time:  "Where  those  big  bucks 
came  from  is  no  doubt  part  of  the 
‘much  of  the  story’  which  he  says  ‘will 
have  to  be  told  another  day' — but  it 
sure  wasn't  collected  at  factory  gates" 
(“‘AFL-CIA'  and  Solidamosc,"  WV  No. 
490.  24  November  1989). 

As  for  the  Vatican  connection,  even 
before  the  rise  of  Solidamosc  we  labeled 
John  Paul  Wojtyla  as  the  "president's 
pope"  (WV  No.  217,  20  October  1978). 
We  later  publicized  the  fact  that  in  the 
year  following  the  Gdansk  strike  the 
Vatican-controlled  Banco  Ambrosiano 
funneled  some  $10  million  to  the  Walesa 
gang  (see  "‘God’s  Banker'  Sent  Millions 
to  Solidamosc — Vatican  Connection  II," 
WV  No.  329,  6 May  1983).  As  we  noted 
then:  "Anti-Sovietism  is  the  common 
denominator  linking  Reagan,  the  CIA, 
the  Vatican  and  fake-left  cheerleaders  for 
Solidamosc.” 


With  the  exception  of  the  Spartacist 
tendency,  virtually  all  of  the  left  joined 
Reagan,  Wojtyla.  Thatcher  and  Mitter- 
rand in  hailing  the  “Polish  workers  move- 
ment.” From  Pierre  Lambert’s  OCI/PCI 
to  Ernest  Mandel’s  United  Secretariat  to 
the  British  Workers  Power  group,  they 
marched  in  lockstep  behind  the  CIA  and 
Vatican  in  "solidarity  with  Solidarity." 
And  they  continued  to  do  so.  in  some 
cases  even  after  Solidamosc  took  power 
and  immediately  began  attacking  Polish 
workers  with  a brutal  Pinochet-style 
"shock  treatment."  Today  the  support  of 
these  groups  to  anti-Communist  reaction 
has  culminated  in  their  grotesque  hail- 
ing of  Yeltsin  counterrevolution  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

In  some  cases,  the  various  outfits  mas- 
querading as  “Trotskyists"  stood  far  to 
the  right  even  of  their  social-democratic 
godfathers.  In  late  1985,  the  Mandelite 
LCR  in  France  joined  hands  with  the 
CIA-financed  Force  Ouvridre  to  protest 
Mitterrand’s  meeting  with  Jaruzelski. 
The  German  Mandelites  even  organized 
their  own  operation  trying  to  funnel  aid 
into  Poland  in  parallel  with  the  big-time 
Social  Democrats.  To  this  day  the  Amer- 
ican Mandelite  Socialist  Action  contin- 


ues to  sport  the  Solidamosc  logo  on  its 
masthead,  even  as  the  counterrevolution- 
ary government's  vicious  assaults  on  the 
working  class  have  made  it  so  despised 
that  Walesa  ranks  lower  than  Jaruzelski 
in  recent  popularity  polls  in  Poland. 

The  virulently  Stalinophobic  Lambert 
group  justified  its  support  to  the  Cold 
War  crusade  by  vituperating  against  the 
“counterrevolutionary  holy  alliance  of 
imperialism  and  Stalinism"  against  the 
world  proletariat,  supposedly  aimed  at 
upholding  forever  the  partition  set  up 
by  the  1945  Yalta  agreement.  Thus  they 
cynically  claimed  that  Washington,  the 
Vatican  and  Moscow  were  all  allied 
against  Solidamosc.  Now  we  have  it 
right  from  the  horse’s  mouth  that  the 
"holy  alliance"  of  Washington  and  the 
Vatican  was  directed  against  the  Soviet 
Union.  Here  is  how  Reagan  recounts  his 
meeting  with  the  Pope:  "We  both  felt 
that  a great  mistake  had  been  made  at 
Yalta  and  something  should  be  done. 
Solidarity  was  the  very  weapon  for 
bringing  this  about." 

In  the  final  analysis,  it  wasn't  CIA 
dirty  tricks  that  brought  down  the  Polish 
deformed  workers  state,  but  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  Stalinism  and  the  absence  of 


a Leninist-Trotskyist  party  rooted  in  the 
Polish  working  class  to  lead  the  fight 
for  proletarian  political  revolution.  But 
where  the  USec  & Co.  lined  up  behind 
the  CIA  and  Vatican  while  mindlessly 
bleating  that  “ten  million  Polish  workers 
can’t  be  wrong"  (ignoring  the  millions 
who  stayed  with  the  Stalinist  trade  un- 
ions), we  swam  against  the  stream  and 
fought  for  the  real  historic  interests  of 
the  Polish  and  international  proletariat. 

It  didn’t  take  a fly  on  the  Vatican  walls 
to  recognize  Solidamosc  for  what  it  was. 
Walesa’s  ostentatious  embrace  of  papal 
authority  and  his  obsequious  fawning 
to  Reagan  made  it  obvious.  If  the  rest 
of  the  left  denied  Solidamosc’  reaction- 
ary ties  and  refused  to  see  what  was 
in  front  of  their  noses,  it  is  because 
they  were  and  are  animated  by  a pro- 
gram counterposed  to  Marxism — seek- 
ing popularity  in  the  eyes  of  the  labor 
lieutenants  of  imperialism.  As  we  wrote 
in  our  1989  article  "‘AFL-CIA’  and 
Solidamosc”: 

“The  fake-left  hid  the  truth  in  order 
to  jump  on  the  Cold  War  ‘Solidarity 
with  Solidarity’  bandwagon.  We  Trot- 
skyists told  the  truth  about  Solidamosc 
when  that  was  unpopular,  and  when  it 
counted.”  ■ 
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Young  Spartacus 


Slop  KKK  Hitler-Lover 
Duke  at  Harvard! 


When  word  got  out  that  Harvard's 
Kennedy  School  of  Government  had 
offered  a platform  to  David  Duke,  there 
was  a lot  of  anger  among  his  many 
intended  victims,  and  plans  were  made 
to  stop  this  fascist.  The  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  issued  a leaflet  urging  blacks,  Jews, 
gays,  Hispanics,  leftists,  labor — all  op- 
ponents of  fascist  genocide — to  unite  in 
a massive  united-front  protest  to  stop 
Duke  at  Harvard.  But  instead  of  mobi- 
lizing anti-fascist  fighters  on  and  off 
campus.  Jewish  and  black  students  are 
now  at  each  other’s  throats. 

The  turning  point  toward  this  sorry 
impasse  was  a protest  by  the  fascistic 
Jewish  Defense  League  and  others 
against  a forum  sponsored  by  the  Black 
Student  Association  (BSA)  featuring  the 
anti-Semitic  black  nationalist  professor 
Leonard  Jeffries  from  City  University  of 
New  York.  On  February  5,  some  800  stu- 
dents assembled  in  a racially  segregated 
auditorium  to  listen  to  Jeffries  scapegoat 
Jews  as  the  historic  oppressors  and 
conspirators  against  black  people,  and 
prattle  about  the  innate  superiority  of 
dark-skinned  “sun  people”  over  white 
“ice  people."  Outside  the  auditorium  400 
protested  Jeffries  and  the  BSA,  including 
a squad  of  30  Jewish  Defense  League 
thugs  and  Kahane  Chai  (rabid  followers 
of  the  dead  Zionist  Fiihrer  Meir  Kahane) 
who  distributed  a leaflet  vowing  that 
"Jews  must  and  will  strike  against  their 
enemies.” 

The  anti-Jeffries  protest  was  the  open- 
ing shot  of  an  ugly  racist  backlash 
against  the  BSA  and  all  black  students 
at  this  smug,  overwhelmingly  white 
ivory  tower.  Letters  and  editorials  in 
the  Harvard  Crimson  condemned  every 
black  person  on  campus  for  failing  to 
join  the  JDL-infested  protest!  Harvard’s 
hypocrisy  is  suffocating — a very  prig- 
gish institution  that  kept  an  (informal, 
of  course)  numerus  clausus  on  Jewish 
admissions  for  years  now  demands  that 


bringing  the  JDL  on  campus.  Morgan's 
legal  counsel  and  puppeteer  is  Harvard 
law  professor  and  Anti-Defamation 
League  mouthpiece  Alan  Dershowitz. 
Dershowitz  is  a professional  anti- anti- 
fascist who  has  opposed  every  action 
against  the  Nazis  and  the  KKK — from 
Skokie,  Illinois  where  Holocaust  survi- 
vors swept  the  Nazis  off  the  streets  some 
years  ago,  to  Philadelphia  in  1988  where 
Dershowitz  tried  (and  failed)  to  sabo- 
tage through  redbaiting  a PDC-initiated 
labor/black  mobilization  against  the 
KKK  (see  “Alan  Dershowitz:  Lawyer  for 
Zionist  Lies  and  Spies,”  WV  No.  481, 
7 July  1989). 

Morgan  thunders  from  his  Crimson 
slime  sheet  that  “All  campus  organiza- 
tions should  sever  all  ties  with  BSA.... 
Maintaining  relations. . .would  be  the 
equivalent  of  maintaining  relations  with 
the  Nazi  Party. ..."  He  calls  on  the  admin- 
istration to  take  action  against  the  BSA. 
To  equate  the  BSA  with  the  Nazis  is  as 
heinous  as  it  is  absurd.  Blacks  are  the 
primary  victims  of  the  fascists  in  this 
country!  So  the  BSA  sponsored  Leonard 
Jeffries,  a crackpot  and  a dangerous  dem- 
agogue— but  his  only  weapon  is  his 
mouth.  It  is  Harvard  University,  which 
this  dubious  Crimson  creep  calls  on  to 
repress  the  black  students,  which  has 
offered  a platform  to  the  bona  fide  fascist 
David  Duke  to  recruit  for  genocide! 

This  stuff  is  poison  and  students 
are  in  desperate  need  of  a revolution- 
ary antidote.  The  intensified  racial 
polarization  is  driving  black  students 
deeper  into  the  dead  end  of  nationalism 
and  exclusionism  while  white  racists 
are  riding  high  in  the  saddle.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  racial  solidarity 
among  the  few  black  students  at  an  insti- 
tution like  “Hahvahd"  would  include  a 
strong  gut-level  instinct  to  rally  behind 
even  the  likes  of  Leonard  Jeffries 
precisely  because  he  is  loathed  by  the 
white  power  structure.  Understandable 
perhaps,  but  wrong. 


Leonard  Jeffries  is  an  enemy  of  black 
struggle  (see  “White  Racist  Backlash 
Against  Anti-Semitic  Demagogue,”  WV 
No.  533,  30  August  1991).  Regarding 
the  deadly  threat  to  black  people  repre- 
sented by  the  KKK  and  Nazis,  Jeffries 
says:  “Not  my  problem."  Really?!  Hitler 
deemed  black  people,  no  less  than  Jews, 
“non-Aryan”  Untermenschen  to  be  mur- 
dered in  gas  chambers.  The  lesson  from 
Germany  is  precisely  that  people  who 
thought  Hitler  wasn’t  “their”  problem 
discovered  they  too  were  targeted  for 
extermination  only  when  it  was  too  late 
for  united  working-class  action  to  smash 
the  fascists.  It  better  not  happen  here. 

In  a rotten  rapprochement,  the  BSA 
and  the  Jewish  student  organization  Hil- 
lel  have  agreed  to  rally  while  upholding 
Duke’s  “right  to  the  freedom  of  speech." 
David  Duke's  idea  of  “free  speech”  is 
like  the  Milwaukee  mass  murderer  Jef- 
frey Dahmer’s  idea  of  "safe  sex."  Duke 
means  death — for  blacks,  Jews  and  all 
minorities.  Duke  wants  to  bring  the 
lynch  rope,  the  swastika  and  the  burning 
cross  from  the  cow  fields  and  rural  fas- 
cist strongholds  to  the  citadel  of  state 
power.  He  must  be  stopped.  We  reprint 
below  the  leaflet  issued  by  the  Boston 
Spartacus  Youth  Club. 

* * * 

The  recent  invitation  by  the  Harvard 
Kennedy  School’s  Institute  of  Politics 
(IOP)  to  David  Duke  to  speak  at  the  IOP 
Forum  is  a dangerous  racist  provocation. 
Today  a Republican,  yesterday  a Demo- 
crat, David  Duke  has  always  been  and 
still  is  a KKK  Hitler-loving  fascist.  In  a 
very  recent  interview  with  the  Dallas 
Morning  News  Duke  proclaimed  his 
pride  in  his  years  in  the  KKK  and  vowed, 
"I  haven’t  changed."  Lashing  out  at 
minorities  as  "genetically"  inferior  and 
a "threat"  to  "white  culture,”  Duke  reaf- 
firmed his  1989  statement  that  “There’s 
only  one  country  anymore  that’s  all 
white  and  that’s  Iceland.  And  Iceland 


Three-piece  suit 
or  white  sheet, 

David  Duke  hasn't 
changed  his  stripes. 
Fascist  threat 
must  be  crushed 
by  powerful 
labor/black 
mobilizations. 


Students 
throughout 
Boston  area 
joined  militant, 
integrated 
united-front 
protest  initiated 
by  Partisan 
Defense 
Committee 
against 
David  Duke 
provocation, 
28  March  1991. 


black  students  make  common  cause  with 
the  racist  JDL!  If  these  Zionist  storm- 
troopers  make  their  primary  target  the 
genocidal  extermination  of  Palestinian 
Arabs,  in  the  U.S.  they  have  always  been 
no  less  racist  toward  blacks.  Meir 
Kahane  (a.k.a.  Michael  King)  earned  his 
spurs  in  Brooklyn  organizing  anti-black 
vigilante  squads.  That’s  why  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  and  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  drew  a hard  line  and 
excluded  the  JDL  from  our  labor/black 
mobilization  against  David  Duke  at  Bos- 
ton’s Old  South  Meeting  House  last 
March.  There’s  no  place  for  race-hate 
terrorists  like  them  in  a mobilization 
against  race-hate  terrorists! 

Crimson  editor  J.  Elliot  Morgan,  who 
is  both  black  and  Jewish,  and  says  that 
his  life  was  threatened  by  Jeffries  during 
an  interview  last  year,  claims  credit  for 
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Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  built  1991  Boston  protest  against  Duke;  Democratic 
mayor  Flynn’s  cops  protected  KKK/Nazi  killers. 


is  not  enough."  This  is  the  fascist 
demagogue  the  capitalist  politicians, 
media,  and  now  the  K-School  paint  as  a 
"former"  Nazi  and  an  "ex"-Klansman! 

Maybe  Duke’s  hidden  his  white 
hood  and  swastika  under  a three-piece 
suit,  but  his  genocidal  politics  haven't 
changed  one  iota.  His  presidential  cam- 
paign is  meant  to  be  a launching  pad  for 
a national  fascist  movement,  as  he  spews 
out  a litany  of  racist  buzzwords  and  cas- 
tigates the  "massive  welfare  underclass" 
for  all  the  effects  of  decaying  Ameri- 
can capitalism.  Duke  seeks  to  whip  up 
lynch  mob  terror  against  black  people. 
Jews,  Catholics,  immigrants.  Hispanics, 
Asians,  gays,  unionists  and  leftists.  What 
David  Duke  wants  is  genocide. 

In  the  1960s  Duke  was  known  as 
the  Nazi  of  Louisiana  State  University, 
and  in  the  1970s  he  became  the  “Impe- 
rial Wizard"  of  the  Knights  of  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan.  In  1989.  Duke  joined  the 
Republican  Party  and  rode  the  coattails 
of  Reagan/Bush  reaction  into  office  as 
a Louisiana  state  legislator.  Duke  says 
that  the  Nazi  Holocaust  of  six  million 
Jews  was  a "myth,"  and  only  two  years 
ago  was  selling  Nazi  tracts  out  of  his 
legislative  office.  Duke  also  organized  a 
vigilante  “Klan  Border  Watch"  targeting 
Mexican  and  Latin  American  immigrants 
for  extermination. 

While  even  the  Republican  National 
Committee  wants  to  disown  Duke,  the 
Kennedy  School  bends  over  backwards 
to  let  this  Nazi  with  a nose  job  don  the 
robes  of  academia  and  mount  a pulpit  at 
Harvard.  The  K-School  invite  should 
come  as  no  surprise — this  institution  is 
lied  by  a thousand  threads  to  the  White 
House.  CIA  and  the  Pentagon,  churning 
out  major  architects  of  capitalist  aus- 
terity against  the  working  population 
at  home  and  U.S.  imperialist  schemes 
of  terror  and  genocide  abroad.  Most 
recently,  the  K-School  graduated  the 
Guatemalan  butcher  Gen.  Hector  Gra- 
majo,  who  as  former  defense  minister  of 
that  country  was  responsible  for  count- 
less death-squad  murders. 

In  announcing  the  invitation  of  David 
Duke,  IOP’s  Student  Advisory  Commit- 
tee president  Kimberly  Harris  reportedly 
"wants  to  keep  the  atmosphere  inside  as 
calm  as  possible  so  that  there  can  be  a 


sharing  of  ideas”  ( Crimson , 14  Decem- 
ber)! What  kind  of  "ideas"  does  the  IOP 
want  to  share  with  Duke?  What  kind  of 
soap  do  they  want  to  turn  Jews  into? 
What  length  of  rope  is  optimal  for  lynch- 
ing? Genocide  is  not  debatable!  It  is  not 
a question  of  denying  “free  speech"  to 
David  Duke.  The  fascists  are  not  about 
debating  ideas;  their  purpose  is  to  organ- 
ize terroristic  action  to  wipe  out  those 
on  their  hit  list — just  about  anyone  who's 
not  part  of  their  “pure  white  Aryan” 
sick  fantasy.  Duke  is  different  than 
someone  like  Robert  Klitgaard,  special 
assistant  to  former  Harvard  president 
Bok.  whose  infamous  1980  “Klitgaard 
Report"  claimed  that  black  students  were 
academically  inferior  and  would  be 
better  off  at  “lesser”  institutions.  Duke 
is  not  some  racist  administrator — he’s 
Klitgaard  with  a baseball  bat  aimed  at 
the  skulls  of  black  youth. 

While  we  don’t  presume  that  Duke’s 
Harvard  appearance  would  also  include 
firing  up  gas  chambers  in  the  heavily 
Jewish  neighborhoods  of  Brookline  or 
lynchings  on  Blue  Hill  Ave.  in  Roxbury, 
this  is  his  program  and  his  followers 
from  the  Connecticut  KKK  to  Boston 
skinheads  will  be  emboldened  to  carry 
out  Klan  terror  on  the  streets.  At  the  same 
time  Duke  was  campaigning  for  gover- 


nor of  Louisiana  this  fall,  we  saw  skin- 
head attacks  against  gays  in  the  South 
End.  as  well  as  swastikas  and  anti- 
Semitic  graffiti  around  Boston  and  vicin- 
ity. And  in  a racially  segregated  city  like 
Boston,  where  Democratic  mayor  Ray 
Flynn  once  led  racist  anti-busing  mobs 
and  where  cops  regularly  shoot  and  vic- 
timize black  youth,  Duke’s  program  is 
especially  dangerous. 

Just  as  Hitler’s  rise  to  power  was 
fueled  by  the  Great  Depression  which 
ravaged  the  capitalist  world  in  the  early 
1930s,  so  Duke’s  rise  to  prominence  is 
linked  to  the  depressed  state  of  racist 
American  capitalism.  While  today  Duke 
may  be  an  embarrassment  to  the  U.S. 
capitalists,  in  a crisis  they  will,  as  in 
Germany,  arm  and  finance  the  fascists 
to  defend  their  class  rule.  The  candidacy 
of  KKKer  Duke  represents  another  step 
in  the  backlash  against  even  paying  lip 
service  to  racial  equality,  as  covert 
racism  is  increasingly  replaced  by  the 
overt  variety  that  is  historically  the  norm 
in  America.  Duke  gives  a raw  racist  edge 
to  the  same  reactionary  agenda  being 
pushed  by  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans alike:  union-busting,  unbridled  cop 
terror  against  black  communities,  impe- 
rialist slaughter  in  Iraq,  attacks  on  abor- 
tion rights,  slashing  of  welfare,  malign 


neglect  of  the  AIDS  epidemic,  etc.  It  is 
fitting  that  Duke  proclaims  himself 
"America's  Yeltsin."  The  U.S.  ruling 
class  is  promoting  the  counterrevolution 
in  the  Soviet  Union  led  by  Yeltsin,  who 
is  tied  to  Russia's  own  fascists  and  anti- 
Semites  like  Pamyat. 

Last  March  28th  in  Boston's  historic 
Old  South  Meeting  House.  David  Duke’s 
appearance  was  met  by  a militant  1,500- 
strong  united-front  demonstration  initi- 
ated by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee. 
This  integrated  protest  drew  widespread 
support  across  the  city  from  youth, 
trade  unionists,  defenders  of  women’s 
rights.  Catholics.  Jews.  gays,  leftists  and 
students — black,  white.  Hispanic  and 
Asian.  In  the  weeks  before  the  Klansman 
slithered  into  town.  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  members  got  out  the  call  to  "Stop 
the  KKK  Hitler-Lover  David  Duke!"  and 
gathered  endorsements  and  support  from 
other  youth  organizations,  including  at 
Harvard.  Our  protest  provided  a rare 
opportunity  for  hundreds  of  youth  to 
join  forces  with  working  people  and 
anti-fascist  militants,  speak  their  minds, 
and  organize  against  white-supremacist 
reaction. 

The  Kennedy  School  invitation  can 
only  facilitate  Duke's  dangerous  attempt 
to  “mainstream”  Klan  terror  in  the  realm 
of  respectable  electoral  politics.  It  is 
urgently  necessary  to  mobilize  a massive, 
united  front  demonstration  to  stop  Duke 
at  Harvard.  Members  of  Hillel  and  BSA 
have  already  indicated  a desire  to  protest 
Duke  if  he  shows.  The  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  calls  on  these  and  other  organiza- 
tions to  join  a broad,  united-front  effort 
based  on  appealing  to  the  power  of  labor 
and  minorities  to  stop  this  Klansman  in 
a suit. 

To  smash  the  fascists  we  have  to 
fight  the  capitalist  system  which  breeds 
them — because  David  Duke  is  not  an 
aberration,  he  is  a logical  outgrowth  of 
this  sick  system  of  exploitation.  What 
we  urgently  need  is  to  build  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party  that  can  mobilize 
the  power  of  labor  in  the  interests  of  all 
the  oppressed.  Only  when  working  peo- 
ple rule  this  land  will  we  be  rid  of  the 
white  hood,  the  swastika,  and  all  forms 
of  racist  oppression  once  and  for  all. 

21  January  1992 


Third  Reich... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

Communists,  have  to  make  up  for  it 
today  by  not  letting  any  Communists 
escape  without  punishment." 

Nazi  judges  were  a particularly  nox- 
ious lot.  They  played  an  active  role  in 
the  sterilization  and  crippling  of  Gypsies 
(Sinti  and  Roma),  in  the  so-called 
"euthanasia”  mass  murder  that  went 
on  in  the  concentration  camps,  and 
condemned  another  30,000  people  to 
death.  They  also  participated  in  the  1942 
Wannsee  Conference  that  planned  the 
extermination  of  European  Jewry.  None 
of  these  Nazi  mass  murderers  in  black 
robes  were  ever  tried  in  West  Germany; 
on  the  contrary,  their  Nazi  "service” 
counted  toward  their  later  pensions  as 
they  advanced  through  the  West  German 
judicial  system. 

Fourth  Reich  Witchhunt 

Meanwhile,  charges  are  now  being 
brought  against  former  East  German 
judges  involved  in  trials  of  Nazi  war 
criminals.  In  1950,  the  Red  Army 
dissolved  its  prisoner-of-war  intern- 
ment camps  and  the  10.500  prisoners 
were  turned  over  to  DDR  authorities. 
Most  were  immediately  released.  Of  the 
remaining  3,400  prisoners,  a total  of  32 
were  sentenced  to  death.  We're  dealing 
here  with  the  most  minimal  justified  war 
measures  against  those  responsible  for 
the  most  hideous  war  crimes  in  the 
history  of  mankind:  the  extermination 
of  six  million  Jews,  millions  of  Slavic 
peoples.  500.000  Roma  and  Sinti. 

What’s  going  on  now  is  part  of  a 
Goebbels-style  Big  Lie  campaign  to 
rewrite  history  and  make  Nazi  war  crim- 


inals into  "victims."  Comparable  to  the 
Nazi  apologist  filth  that  “Auschwitz  was 
a lie"  and  the  official  state  campaign  to 
cover  former  concentration  camp  sites 
with  parking  lots,  supermarkets  and  tax 
offices,  they’re  pretending  that  the  real 
death  camps  were  run  by  the  Soviets! 
But  the  1950  trials  demonstrate  the  exact 
opposite:  namely,  how  extremely  selec- 
tive the  Red  Army  and  East  German 
authorities  were  in  who  they  executed. 
The  real  problem  is  that  too  many  Nazi 
criminals  escaped  to  the  West. 

Hounded  by  the  Fourth  Reich,  one  of 
the  former  East  German  judges  in  this 
case,  76-year-old  Otto  Fuchs,  and  his 
wife  leapt  to  their  death  on  February  14. 

Demonstrating  the  all-embracing  char- 
acter of  this  witchhunt,  recently  politi- 
cians from  the  ruling  Christian  Demo- 
crats launched  a hate  campaign  to  pillory 
noted  author  Bernt  Engelmann,  whose 
books  document  the  Nazi  roots  of  West 
Germany’s  rulers  (see  “Whose  Creature 
Is  Helmut  Kohl?"  WV  No.  506,  13  July 
1990).  This  was  followed  by  an  equally 
vicious  TV  smear  against  Engelmann's 
colleague,  Gunther  Wallraff,  whose  book 
about  racism  in  West  Germany,  Ganz 
Unten,  won  world  renown.  Their  “crime" 
was  having  applied  to  the  DDR  Ministry 
of  State  Security  to  use  former  Gestapo 
archives.  Wallraff  and  his  family  have 
been  forced  into  hiding  by  Nazi  death 
threats. 

Manipulating  the  bloated  Stasi  ar- 
chives. West  German  authorities  are 
orchestrating  a witchhunt  that  penetrates 
every  aspect  of  life  today  in  the 
former  DDR.  Now  a vicious  “drugs” 
campaign  has  been  launched  against 
East  German  athletes,  who  are  among 
the  best  in  the  world.  They're  particu- 
larly going  after  runner  Katrin  Krabbe. 


who  refused  to  carry  the  Federal  Repub- 
lic flag  after  winning  the  100-meter 
world  championship,  saying  “It’s  not  my 
country." 

The  witchhunt  began  in  1990  with 
an  SPD  campaign  to  expropriate  the 
Party  of  Democratic  Socialism  (PDS), 
successor  party  to  the  DDR's  ruling 
Stalinist  party,  and  the  DDR  trade- 
union  federation  FDGB.  From  the  very 
beginning  the  Spartakist  Workers  Party 
called  for  united-front  action  to  defend 
the  entire  left  and  labor  movement. 
Instead  the  PDS  voted  for  the  very 
mechanism  that  would  be  used  to  expro- 
priate it,  the  capitalist  administrators  of 
the  Treuhand,  responsible  for  disman- 
tling the  East  German  economy.  The 
PDS  turned  its  treasury  over  to  the 
Treuhand.  and  handed  its  financial  offi- 
cers over  to  the  capitalist  police  and  SPD 
inquisitors. 

But  no  amount  of  groveling  will  spare 
the  PDS,  as  was  tragically  confirmed 
this  month.  PDS  chairman  and  Bundes- 
tag fraction  chief  Gregor  Gysi  is  being 
witchhunted  as  an  “informal  collaborator" 
of  the  Stasi.  Gysi  in  turn  called  for 
the  inquisitors  to  investigate  the  entire 
PDS  Bundestag  fraction.  Allegations 
were  raised  against  three  members.  One 
of  them.  Gerhard  Riege.  was  driven 
to  take  his  own  life.  Riege 's  suicide 
note  is  a searing  indictment  of  the  PDS's 
pathetic  role  as  would-be  loyal  opposi- 
tionists to  the  Fourth  Reich  of  German 
imperialism: 

"I  have  anxiety  in  the  face  of  the  hatred 
that  confronts  me  in  the  Bundestag 
[parliament )... from  people,  that  perhaps 
have  not  the  slightest  idea  how  immoral 
and  merciless  the  system  is  that  they 
have  devoted  themselves  to.  They  want 
to  enjoy  to  the  full  the  victory  over  us. 
Only  the  complete  execution  of  their 


opponents  will  allow  them  to  rewrite 
history  and  remove  all  the  brown  and 
black  spots." 

This  blood  sacrifice  only  whetted  the 
appetites  of  the  witchhunting  vultures  in 
Bonn  and  Berlin.  On  February  24.  a hun- 
dred cops  seized  the  Berlin  PDS  head- 
quarters, Karl-Liebknecht-Haus;  at  the 
same  time  PDS  offices  in  six  other  East 
German  cities  were  raided.  A week  be- 
fore, the  Nazi  swastika  was  smeared  over 
a monument  to  fallen  Communists,  and 
a Jewish  star  was  daubed  over  the  grave- 
stone of  Rosa  Luxemburg  in  East  Berlin. 

To  be  sure,  many  of  the  Stalinist  rulers 
and  secret  police  of  the  former  DDR 
were  guilty  as  hell  of  crimes  against  the 
working  class — but  that's  not  up  to  the 
heirs  of  Hitler’s  Third  Reich!  They  are 
charged  with  the  wrong  crimes  before 
the  wrong  class.  What  began  as  a nascent 
political  revolution  in  1989-90  was  de- 
railed by  the  intervention  of  the  Fourth 
Reich  of  German  imperialism  with  its 
millions  of  D-marks,  which  cut  across  the 
whole  question  of  working-class  justice. 

Today,  the  German  bourgeoisie  is 
using  this  crusade  to  demonize  commu- 
nism, to  atomize  the  working  people  of 
East  Germany  in  the  face  of  the  cata- 
strophic effects  of  capitalist  reunifica- 
tion, and  to  intimidate  working  people 
on  both  sides  of  the  Elbe.  It  takes  place 
in  the  context  of  a rising  tide  of  racist 
violence  against  refugees  and  immigrant 
workers.  But  the  demented  proportions 
of  the  witchhunt  are  beginning  to  gen- 
erate opposition:  a recent  Siiddeutsche 
Zeitung  poll  showed  a large  majority 
opposed  to  the  obscene  campaign  to 
get  Honecker. 

To  defend  themselves,  the  German  left 
and  workers  movement  must  mobilize 
to  stop  this  witchhunt  now!  ■ 


6 MARCH  1992 
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In  Honor  of  Our  Slain  Comrade 

Martha  Phillips 


1948-1992 


Our  comrade  Martha  Phillips  was  murdered  at  her  post 
in  Moscow  on  February  9.  A lifelong  communist  and  senior 
cadre  of  the  Spartacist  League,  Martha  was  only  43  years 
old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

As  a college  student  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  Martha  was 
radicalized  by  the  Vietnam  War.  She  became  a leader  of  a 
left  opposition  in  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  and  was 
instrumental  in  leading  several  of  her  comrades  to  fuse 
with  the  SL  in  November  1972. 

Martha  spent  the  bulk  of  her  political  life  in  the  Bay 
Area.  A single  mother  of  a handicapped  child  who  she 
dearly  loved,  Martha  overcame  pressing  personal  problems 
to  give  her  best  as  an  outstanding  professional  revolutionist. 
Her  personal  compassion,  rigorous  intellect,  and  power  as 
a party  fighter  and  public  spokesman  shaped  our  lives  and 
work. 

An  effective  recruiter  and  party  educator,  Martha  took 
a special  interest  in  youth  work.  A lifelong  fighter  for 
women’s  liberation,  she  was  passionate  and  thoughtful 
on  all  questions  of  special  oppression.  Martha  was  a 
founder  of  the  Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League  and  an 
active  campaigner  for  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee. 

She  was  our  candidate  in  the  1983  elections  for  the 
Oakland  City  Council. 

Through  enormous  effort,  Martha  learned  Russian 
and  got  a job  in  Moscow  teaching  English.  She  led  the 
International  Communist  League’s  fight  to  reimplant  the 
revolutionary  program  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  in  the  land 
of  its  birth.  Standing  on  the  front  lines  of  the  urgent  fight 
against  counterrevolution,  Martha  fought  with  confidence 
and  courage  to  bring  to  the  Soviet  working  people  the 
internationalist  program  of  the  October  Revolution  of  1917. 


On  February  22-23,  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.  held 
memorial  meetings  in  the  SF  Bay  Area  and  New  York 
City  to  honor  our  comrade  Martha  Phillips.  The  speeches 
at  the  meetings,  as  well  as  written  contributions  received 
from  other  comrades  of  the  SL/U.S.  and  International  Com- 
munist League,  testified  to  Martha's  many  and  varied  con- 
tributions to  our  party.  We  want  to  share  with  our  readers 
some  excerpts,  edited  and  heavily  condensed  for  space; 
additional  material  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 

The  Bay  Area  meeting  was  attended  by  150  people. 
New  York's  by  130.  Martha's  comrades  and  friends,  and 
her  son  Lael,  remembered  her  through  the  speeches  and 
through  the  displays  of  photos  and  articles  posted  in  the 
hall.  Several  speakers  also  read  selections  from  their  own 
or  Martha's  favorite  poets,  including  Roque  Dalton.  Anna 
Akhmatova.  Langston  Hughes  and  Victor  Serge. 

Al  Nelson:  Martha  Phillips  has  been  one  of  my  closest 
and  dearest  friends  for  almost  20  years.  The  awful  news 
of  her  death  was  staggering  and  unbearably  painful.  It  still 
is.  Then  we  learned  that  she  died  not  of  some  medical 
anomaly,  but  as  a result  of  a brutal  and  hideous  murder, 
and  then  our  pain  was  infused  with  rage  and  bitterness. 
Her  life  was  stolen  from  her  and  from  her  comrades  and 
friends  and  family.  We  know  not  by  whom.  But  now  our 
Martha  is  no  more. 


Despite  our  pain  and  our  anger  it  is  our  duty  today 
to  honor  the  life  of  our  fallen  comrade,  a life  Martha 
singlemindedly  devoted  to  the  goal  of  international  social- 
ist revolution. 

Since  her  death  there  has  been  an  outpouring  of  letters 
and  statements  from  all  over  the  world  by  comrades  who 
knew  her  as  a friend  or  for  whom  Martha  was  a teacher 
and  role  model. 

She  was  a highly  respected  senior  cadre  of  our  party 
and  probably  our  most  prominent  woman  spokesman. 

Martha  was  a remarkable  woman  who  rebelled  against 
all  aspects  of  bourgeois  society  and  became  a communist. 
Her  convictions  were  deep  and  powerful,  and  she  possessed 
a keen  intelligence  combined  with  a tremendous  strength 
of  character  and  an  iron  determination  to  do  with  her  life 
what  she  wanted  to  do,  no  matter  what  obstacles  were 
placed  in  her  way.  But  she  was  also  a very  warm,  sensitive, 
loving  and  generous  person,  with  a quick  and  often  wicked 
sense  of  humor,  who  tried  her  best  to  live  life  to  the  fullest. 
For  her,  a day  off  was  not  to  be  wasted  cleaning  house 
or  doing  the  laundry,  but  was  a time  to  enjoy  life  a little 
at  a museum  or  picnic  on  the  beach  or  a drive  up  to 
the  Russian  River  in  one  of  her  terrible  cars.  And  through 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  her  personal  life — and  there 
were  plenty — the  one  constant  was  her  son  Lael.  who  she 
dearly  loved. 


Her  convictions  and  determination  became  apparent  in 
the  political  course  she  followed.  She  was  a woman  and 
a Jew  and  part  of  that  generation  that  was  outraged  by  the 
imperialist  slaughter  in  Vietnam.  Having  experienced  anti- 
Semitism  even  as  a young  girl  she  was  briefly  drawn  to 
left  Zionism.  In  1969.  she  and  her  former  husband  David 
spent  some  time  on  a kibbutz  in  Israel,  but  soon  left  dis- 
illusioned and  repelled  by  the  treatment  of  women.  In 
April  of  1970,  at  the  age  of  22.  Martha  had  her  son  Lael. 
That  was  also  the  period  of  the  U.S.  invasion  of  Cambodia 
and  the  shooting  down  of  students  at  Kent  State  by  the 
National  Guard,  events  that  electrified  the  whole  country, 
peeking  a revolutionary  solution  to  imperialist  war.  wom- 
en's oppression,  racism  and  anti-Semitism.  Martha  and 
David  joined  the  youth  organization  of  the  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  in  Madison,  Wisconsin  in  the  spring  of  1970 
where  Martha  became  heavily  involved  and  prominent  in 
the  antiwar  and  women’s  movements.  Here  is  where  she 
also  met  her  old  friend  Sam  H. 

This  was  the  once-Trotskyist  SWP  that  the  Revolution- 
ary Tendency,  the  forebear  of  the  Spartacist  League,  had 
been  expelled  from  in  1963-64.  By  the  time  Martha.  Dave 
and  Sam  became  members  it  had  become  thoroughly 
reformist,  with  a strategy  of  cross-class  popular-front 
coalitions  with  liberal  Democrats  in  all  aspects  of  its 
work.  A pseudo-left-wing  local  leadership  tried  to  paper 
over  differences,  but  by  a year  later  Martha  and  Dave  were 
consciously  seeking  out  other  left  oppositionists  within  the 
SWP  in  order  to  wage  a struggle  against  its  reformist  pol- 
itics. As  best  as  we  can  reconstruct,  our  paths  first  crossed 
politically  in  late  1971  in  Cleveland  at  an  antiwar  confer- 
ence. I recall  a clandestine  meeting  on  the  upper  floor  of 
a bus  terminal  where  comrade  Seymour  and  I first  met 
Martha  and  Dave.  They  were  then  the  most  left-wing  mem- 
bers of  an  opposition  group  just  forming  called  the  Leninist 
Faction,  and  had  sought  us  out  to  discuss  politics  and  buy 
literature.  Through  examining  the  documents  of  our  faction 
fight  in  the  SWP  nearly  ten  years  before,  they  found  the 
theoretical  and  programmatic  explanations  of  the  origins 
of  the  SWP's  reformism,  and  by  January  1972  they  were 
working  as  Spartacist  supporters  within  their  faction,  seek- 
ing to  win  other  left-wingers  from  the  SWP  to  our  revo- 
lutionary Trotskyist  program.  For  the  next  nine  months 
they  led  a political  fight  culminating  in  a very  clear  political 
split  that  brought  six  comrades  into  a fusion  with  the  Spar- 
tacist League.  Two  months  later,  four  more  comrades  came 
over,  including  Sam  H.  Still  more  came  over  later  as  the 
Leninist  Faction  spun  out  of  the  SWP.  This  was  our  first 
big  breakthrough  in  the  SWP  and  very  important  intema- 
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Sparlacisl  Photos 

Martha  addressing  the  700  delegates  at  20  July  1991  Moscow  Workers  Conference  and  manning  ICL 
literature  table  there  (right). 


lionally.  For  it  was  our  goal  to  recruit  the  best  elements 
out  of  the  SWP  and  their  cothinkers  internationally  and 
to  seize  the  banner  of  Trotskyism  from  them. 

In  June  1972  there  was  a quintessential  communication 
from  Martha  to  the  SL  Political  Bureau.  They  had  been 
sent  the  minutes  of  the  PB  meeting  of  9 January  1972. 
which  stated,  point  4:  "SWP  Left  Opposition:  Dave  P.  of 
the  Washington.  D.C.  PO  wants  to  work  closely  with  us 
in  a disciplined  way.  His  wife  is  close  to  us. . .."  Martha 
proceeded  to  sharply  call  us  to  order,  saying  that  in  the 
Bolshevik  movement  "we  refer  to  people  by  their  names. 
not  some  title  dictated  by  bourgeois  legality!"  Ouch!  Boy. 
was  she  pissed  off.  Needless  to  say  the  minutes  were  cor- 
rected, and  so  were  we. 

The  acquisition  of  politically  experienced  cadre  from 
this  fusion  and  an  earlier  fusion  with  the  |ex-Stalinist] 
Communist  Working  Collective,  plus  the  recruitment  of 
the  East  Oakland  Women  in  the  Bay  Area,  gave  us  the 
opportunity  to  greatly  expand  our  West  Coast  organization. 
I transferred  out  here  then  in  1972.  and  so  did  Martha 
and  Dave.  In  a letter  to  Sam  she  said.  "Shortly  after 
Ashtabula  and  resigning  from  the  SWP.  we  gave  away 
the  bulk  of  our  possessions,  packed  our  books,  documents 
and  clothes,  and  flew  to  San  Francisco,  landing  in  the  SF 
airport  with  $3.00." 

Thus  began  for  me  a political  collaboration  and  personal 
friendship  that  was  to  last  until  her  death  two  weeks  ago. 
Along  with  comrades  George  Foster.  Joan  Parker  and 
myself.  Martha  soon  became  one  of  the  central  political 
leaders  of  our  work  on  the  West  Coast  of  North  America, 
which  historically  ranges  from  San  Diego  to  Vancouver. 
Canada.  She  was  party  organizer  of  the  Bay  Area  and  Los 
Angeles  locals,  the  head  of  our  work  in  the  women's  move- 
ment, the  organizer  of  numerous  political,  defense  and 
election  campaigns,  a candidate  herself  for  city  council  in 
Oakland  and  a founding  leader  of  the  Labor  Black  League. 
In  various  capacities  she  has  been  a part  of  our  youth 
work  throughout  this  entire  18-year  period,  typically  in 
later  years  as  the  senior  party  member  in  charge  of  polit- 
ically supervising,  educating  and  training  the  new  youth 
recruits.  In  this  youth  work  she  was  exceedingly  patient 
and  thorough,  but  she  also  taught  them  how  to  fight.  She 
was  an  excellent  public  speaker  and  agitator.  She  went  on 
to  become  a member  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
SL/U.S.  and  of  the  International  Executive  Committee. 

But  the  work  she  got  the  most  satisfaction  from  was 
Marxist  education  and  studying  the  history  of  the  American 
Trotskyist  movement.  She  really  enjoyed  doing  local  archi- 
val work  for  the  Prometheus  Research  Library,  for  example 
doing  research  on  the  history  of  the  Cannon-Foster  faction 
in  the  CPUS  A of  the  1920s.  She  understood  that  the  greater 
our  knowledge  of  past  struggles,  the  more  prepared  we 
were  for  new  ones. 

This  reflected  Martha’s  unusual  appreciation  for  polit- 
ical continuity,  and  she  liked  the  idea  that  she  was  one  of 
the  links  in  an  unbroken  chain  that  goes  back  through  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  of  James  P.  Cannon  to  the  early 
Communist  Party  and  the  Comintern  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky, 
back  through  the  Bolshevik  Party  of  Lenin  and  then 
through  Plekhanov  to  Marx  and  Engels  and  the  Communist 
Manifesto  of  1848. 

When  we  spoke  of  the  revolutionary  party  as  the  memory 
of  the  working  class,  it  was  this  programmatic  continuity 
that  was  the  link.  But  the  ideas  and  program  of  Marxism 
are  carried  by  individuals  organized  in  a political  party. 


So  when  Cannon  said  in  1939.  “We  are  the  party  of  the 
Russian  Revolution,"  Martha  Phillips  knew  exactly  what 
that  meant.  In  July  1973.  while  she  was  at  her  parents’ 
home  in  Denver  recovering  from  a very  serious  illness, 
she  wrote  a letter  to  a comrade  in  which  she  said,  "I  have 
been  having  a wonderful  time  reading  Trotsky’s  History 
of  the  Russian  Revolution’ — literally  savoring  every  page. 
In  my  half-feverish  state  I felt  almost  as  if  I am  living  it 
again."  And  further,  "But  most  of  all  I feel  recharged  with 
the  incredible  energy  of  the  revolutionary  Russian  prole- 
tariat and  the  Bolsheviks’  struggle  to  lead.  And  I feel  very 
proud  too.  reading  that  book,  to  see  how  clearly  the  SL 
is  the  continuation  of  that  history.” 

But  like  all  of  us  Martha  had  her  foibles  and  insecurities 
as  well,  and  her  ability  to  summon  up  the  will  to  keep 
going  in  spite  of  life’s  many  difficulties  testified  to  the 
strength  of  her  character.  While  reading  over  some  of  her 
letters  to  Liz  Gordon  I came  across  a passage  that  gives 
some  insight  into  the  origins  of  that  strong  character.  A 
little  background  is  required  to  place  her  letter  in  context. 
Between  August  1973  and  September  1974  Martha  was 
organizer  of  the  newly  founded  L.A.  local.  Having  sepa- 
rated earlier  from  her  husband  David  she  moved  to  L.A. 
with  her  son  Lael.  who  was  handicapped.  She  was  anxious 
but  looking  forward  to  her  first  independent  command.  It 
was  a difficult  and  lonely  year,  living  poorly  on  welfare, 
while  learning  the  ropes  of  assembling  a lofcal  leadership 
and  building  a functional  party  local.  Yet  in  spite  of  every- 
thing she  did  a fine  job  and  was  feeling  justifiably  proud 
when  she  went  to  a National  Conference  in  August  1974. 
So  she  was  stunned  and  hurt  when  the  rest  of  the  L.A. 
leadership  suddenly  turned  on  her  and  opposed  her  nom- 
ination as  a full  member  of  the  Central  Committee.  It  was 
pretty  nasty,  but  typically  Martha  struggled  to  get  by  the 
hurt  and  draw  political  lessons  from  the  experience.  But 
the  experience  had  shaken  her  and  she  wrote  Liz: 

"Then  back  in  L.A.  I spent  a day  feeling  somewhat  over- 
whelmed and  also  feeling  personally  hurt  by  the  events. 
It  was  pretty  similar  to  how  I felt  when  I was  a child 


and  we  moved  so  many  times,  and  each  time  we  moved. 
I'd  always  be  the  ‘new  kid.'  younger  and  smaller  and. 
until  I learned  betlcr.  would  use  too  many  big  words, 
and  sometimes  there'd  be  real  anti-Semitism,  as  I'd  be 
the  only  Jewish  kid.  but  mainly  I studied  and  read  too 
much,  and  was  awfully  easy  to  lease.  I would  be  in  a 
new  school,  and  would  think  that  I had  finally  been 
‘accepted’  and  then  something  would  happen,  and  I 
would  know  that  they  still  thought  I was  'weird.'  And 
after  a while  I decided  I was  ‘different'  and  maybe  that 
wasn't  so  bad.  Maybe  I told  you  this,  but  in  the  yearbook 
in  '65  when  I graduated  from  Scarsdale  High  School 
there  are  pages  and  pages  of  girls  with  fancy  smooth 
flips,  and  then  you  get  to  this  rather  funny  picture  of 
me.  absolutely  serious.  looking  straight  at  the  camera 
rather  defiantly — with  long  curly  hair  that  had  not  been 
combed  in  days.  I refused  to  list  my  ‘activities'  so  they 
just  put  my  name,  and  they  couldn't  think  of  anything 
else  so  they  put  as  a quote.  ‘As  for  me  I go  my  own 
way.'  I wasn't  political  for  several  years  after  that,  but 
even  as  a small  child  1 can  remember  hating  and  despising 
bourgeois  society. 

“I  can't  tell  you  what  all  that  really  has  to  do  with  the 
slate  fight,  nothing  on  a rational  level,  but  I felt  like  that 
same  vulnerable  little  girl." 

I thought  the  whole  section  was  very  revealing.  The 
loneliness  and  bigotry  did  not  break  the  spirit  of  this  little 
girl  who  “studied  and  read  too  much,"  but  instead  tough- 
ened her  and  made  her  defiant  and  proud  of  her  heritage 
and  intellectual  capacities,  producing  an  intelligent  and 
independent-minded  young  woman  capable  of  going  her 
own  way.  And  if.  in  her  own  words,  she  tended  to  agonize 
over  her  mistakes,  it  was  not  in  an  egotistical  or  self- 
indulgent  manner.  Rather  she  wanted  to  leam  from  her 
mistakes  in  order  to  become  more  competent  as  a party 
leader,  to  strengthen  the  party  and  make  it  more  effective 
in  the  fight  against  all  forms  of  oppression. 

Martha  was  certainly  a fighter,  but  in  spite  of  her  strong 
will  the  realities  of  her  material  and  social  existence  some- 
times were  overwhelming.  In  another  letter  she  wrote. 
"From  the  time  he  was  bom  I always  told  myself,  it’s  not 
continued  on  next  page 


Part  of  display  at  Bay  Area  memorial  meeting. 


6 MARCH  1992 


9 


X 


continued  from  previous  page 

going  to  stop  me  from  doing  the  things  1 want  to  do.  I'll 
just  keep  going.  So  we  dragged  Lael  across  country  in 
endless  Greyhound  buses,  and  I marched  in  so  many  dem- 
onstrations with  a child  on  one  hip  and  leaflets  in  the  other 
hand.  But  it  is  very  wearing  and  sometimes  I feel  all  my 
energy  drained  out  of  me."  I remember  her  fighting  like 
a tiger  with  various  school  administrations  and  petty 
bureaucrats  to  get  Lael  into  the  right  schools  with  the 
special  programs  he  needed.  She  was  always  proud  of 
Lael's  accomplishments. 

So  Martha's  life  was  seldom  easy  and  she  was  often 
unhappy.  But  like  Rosa  Luxemburg,  Martha  Phillips  was 
above  all  a revolutionist,  and  no  matter  what  "banalities 
of  daily  life"  were  dragging  her  down  at  some  particular 
moment,  when  she  was  required  to  act  politically,  to  be  a 
fighter  and  a leader,  then  it  was  as  though  some  inner 
switch  was  turned  on  and  she  could  become  entirely 
focused  politically,  bringing  to  bear  that  keen  intelligence 
and  iron  determination.  This  was  the  real  Martha  Phillips, 
who  like  Rosa  Luxemburg  was  an  eagle. 

Alison  Spencer:  Comrades,  we’ve  lost  one  of  our  best. 
Martha  Phillips,  a senior  cadre  of  our  International,  a 
woman  remarkable  for  her  personal  compassion,  friend- 
ship, intelligence,  and  utter  devotion  to  what  we  are 
about — the  triumph  of  the  working  class  internationally — 
has  been  ripped  away  from  us,  and  the  life  she  lived  so 
fully,  through  a brutal  act  of  murder.  On  top  of  our  grief 
and  shock — and  rage — we  face  the  agony  of  not  knowing 
who  killed  Martha  or  why.  A huge  political  blow  to  us  and 
the  fledgling,  critical  new  Moscow  station  of  the  ICL  she 
forged.  The  murder  of  Martha  Phillips  is  a big  chill  that 
can't  but  remind  our  Soviet  audience  of  the  bloody  repres- 
sion faced  by  a previous  generation  of  Trotskyists.  But 
Martha  saw  a situation  ripe  with  opportunity  to  build  an 
authentic  Leninist-Trotskyist  party,  an  opportunity  to  bring 
the  Soviet  working  people  back  to  political  power. 

Martha  was  radicalized  in  the  New  Left — in  struggle 
against  the  Vietnam  War  and  in  the  women’s  movement. 
Looking  for  a way  to  radically  change  this  society,  she 
rapidly  made  her  way  to  the  Old  Left,  joining  what  she 
thought  was  Cannon's  party  when  she  signed  up  with  the 
SWP’s  youth  group  in  the  spring  of  1970  in  Madison.  As 
Martha  discovered,  the  SWP  was  no  longer  a revolutionary 
party,  its  appetite  and  eventually  its  program  was  reform- 
ist— building  liberal  pop-front  coalitions  and  suppressing 
revolutionary  politics  to  woo  Democratic  Party  "doves.’’ 

Martha  and  her  then-companion  David  Phillips  actively 
began  seeking  out  alternatives.  They  were  already  to  the 
left  of  the  Proletarian  Orientation  Tendency  in  the  SWP, 
which  rejected  program  as  primary  and  saw  the  problems 
with  the  SWP  as  reducible  to  the  absence  of  a working-class 
concentration.  They  were  at  the  time  the  most  left-wing 
members  of  a new  opposition  called  the  Leninist  Faction. 

A central  issue  in  the  split  within  the  Leninist  Faction 
was  a roaring  Tight  over  the  Leninist  principle  of  democratic 
centralism,  and  I think  that  gives  a glimpse  into  how  Martha 
was  steeled.  Many  comrades  have  likened  Martha  to  Rosa 
Luxemburg — not  only  for  the  obvious  similarities  that  they 
were  both  women,  communists  and  Jewish,  but  also  for 
Martha's  intelligence  and  devotion.  Like  Rosa  she  soared 
with  the  eagles.  . . and,  rarely,  flew  low  with  the  chickens. 
Like  most  of  us.  Martha  learned  from  the  school  of  hard 
knocks.  Unlike  most,  she  was  unusually  good-natured 
about  subordinating  her  ego  to  a communist  collective  and 
corrective,  and  I think  it  comes  in  part  from  fighting  her 
way  to  the  SL  over  the  principle  of  democratic  centralism. 

Here’s  a very  small  but  revealing  example,  not  of  a 
programmatic  difference  but  simply  how  Martha  handled 
criticism.  Among  the  party  work  Martha  enjoyed  most  was 
her  careful  and  valuable  archival  research  as  the  West 
Coast  representative  of  the  Prometheus  Research  Library. 
She  made  many  trips  to  Hoover  and  was  assisting  in  gath- 


ering material  on  the  early  CLA.  She  gave  a class  in  the 
Bay  Area  in  1988 — her  information  was  partial,  her  assess- 
ments somewhat  off — and  she  was  heckled  by  Jim  most 
of  the  way  through  it.  She  wrote  a letter  to  Emily  explain- 
ing. "Actually  Jim's  heckling  was  the  best  (and  funniest) 
part  of  the  class.  The  worst  was  that  I barely  mentioned 
the  key  fights  of  the  period  or  J.P.  Cannon.  Not  good.  Pat 
Quinn,  much  to  his  chagrin,  trained  David.  Sam  and  me 
as  Cannoniles  in  1970-71.  which  is  why  we  were  able  to 
find  the  way  to  the  SL.  If  you  lose  the  centrality  of  Cannon 
as  the  leading  revolutionary  figure  in  the  maze  of  the  cast 
of  characters  in  the  history  of  American  Trotskyism,  for 
sure  you  come  to  a bad  end.  Anyway,  one  of  these  days, 
having  better  digested  and  organized  the  material.  I’ll  give 
the  class  again."  That's  how  she  was — she'd  just  pick 
herself  up  and  dust  herself  off  and  go  on. 

The  recruitment  of  cadres  like  Martha  through  revolu- 
tionary regroupments — splits  and  fusions  with  leftward- 
moving  tendencies — enabled  the  SL  to  carry  out  a “trans- 
formation" to  a stable  propaganda  group  with  a consistent 
presence  in  a few  key  industries  and  intervening  among 
students.  From  the  start,  Martha  led  our  youth  work, 
directly  as  one  of  our  best  campus  activists  and  public 
spokesmen,  and  as  party  rep  to  many  youth  locals  and 
campus  fractions.  She  also  made  herself  the  unofficial  party 
rep  to  a lot  of  youth  around  the  country  who  were  lucky 
enough  to  be  politically  adopted  by  her.  She  took  an  interest 
in  us.  and  her  patience,  prodding,  pedagogy  and  sometimes 
pummeling  is  a big  part  of  why  many  of  us  are  still  in 
this  room  today. 

One  of  her  first  political  battles  for  the  youth — and 
within  the  youth — was  fighting  a witchhunt  of  the  RCY 
at  SF  City  College  in  1972.  For  her  success  in  winning  a 
fight  for  our  legality  through  building  a genuine  united- 
front  committee  that  included  the  YSA  and  even  liberals 
like  the  ACLU,  Martha  was  trashed  at  the  RCY's  Second 
National  Conference  in  1972  for  “opportunism.” 

This  fight  took  place  just  two  days  before  the  party 
National  Conference  where  Martha  and  the  other  LF  com- 
rades formally  fused  with  the  Spartacist  League.  Until  the 
interventions  of  the  party  delegation,  the  whole  conference 
was  against  Martha — and  Martha  held  her  own.  On  the 
scale  of  her  accomplishments  this  may  seem  like  small 
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Martha  with  her  longtime  companion  Jeff 
in  1991. 


potatoes,  but  it  was  a seminal  fight  for  the  youth  org  and 
Martha  led  it,  correcting  a left-sectarian  bulge  on  the  united 
front  and  defense  work.  Out  of  this  fight  came  Young 
Communist  Bulletin  No.  3.  still  our  main  programmatic 
document  on  the  united-front  tactic.  Also,  out  of  this  fight 
Martha  won  her  first  seal  on  the  party's  Central  Committee 
as  a representative  from  the  youth  org.  Two  years  later 
she  was  elected  to  the  Central  Committee  in  her  own  right. 

Martha’s  strength  of  character  and  political  integrity 
were  among  the  reasons  she  was  appointed  the  convener 
of  the  Logan  trial  body  at  our  first  international  conference 
in  1979.  A comrade  from  Dublin,  who  did  not  know  Martha 
personally,  wrote  a moving  testimonial  based  on  what  he 
saw  at  that  conference. 

Martha  had  quite  a bit  to  do  with  our  1977  fusion  with 
the  Red  Flag  Union,  the  most  left-wing  expression  of  the 
gay  liberation  movement  on  the  West  Coast.  Martha’s  expe- 
rience as  a faction  fighter  was  instrumental  in  forcing  the 
RFU  to  debate  the  central  programmatic  question,  the  class 
nature  of  the  Soviet  state — resulting  in  a sharp  political 
split  within  that  organization  and  a fusion  between  the 
RFU  majority  and  the  Spartacist  League. 

Martha  first  visited  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  spring  of 
1987.  Later  that  fall  we  toured  the  Chicago  branch  together 
and  Martha  gave  a forum  commemorating  the  7()th  anni- 
versary of  the  Russian  Revolution.  After  years  of  confront- 
ing base  bigotry  in  this  country,  she  was  in  high  spirits 
and  filled  her  talk  with  tales  of  how  she  and  her  companion 
Jeff,  a black  American,  were  welcomed  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
It  was  like  a chapter  from  Claude  McKay’s  book  come 
to  life.  Martha  said  it  was  painful  for  them  to  get  back  on 
the  plane  and  return  to  this  racist  hellhole. 

Over  drinks  after  the  forum  she  told  me  in  all  seriousness 
that  she  was  going  to  move  to  the  Soviet  Union.  My  prag- 
matic objections — "Martha,  you’re  broke... what  will  you 
do  for  a job... you  don't  even  speak  the  language" — could 
not  and  did  not  dampen  her  enthusiasm.  She  began  inten- 
sive study  of  the  Russian  language  that  fall  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  1990  she  moved  to  the  Soviet  Union  for  three 
months,  enrolling  in  an  intensive  language  course,  which 
she  aced.  In  May  of  1991  she  found  work  as  a teacher 
and  moved  to  Moscow.  Her  letters  home  informed  us  of 
what  six  years  of  Gorbachev’s  perestroika  had  wrought — 
not  least  for  women.  Jews  and  other  minorities. 

Martha's  favorite  political  book  was  Lenin's  The  State 
and  Revolution,  a manual  for  the  working-class  seizure  of 
power.  She  always  wanted  to  be  able  to  read  it  in  the 
original  Russian.  She  did.  And  her  first  public  presentation 
in  Russian  was  a contact  class  on  The  State  and  Revolu- 
tion— an  accomplishment  Martha  was  most  proud  of. 

Here  are  some  excerpts  from  her  letters  from  the  Soviet 
Union: 

14  September  1990:  “[Trotsky’s]  point  that  the  bureauc- 
racy’s international  betrayals  are  matched  by  their  (even 
worse?)  humiliating  treatment  of  their  ’own’  people  has  a 
daily  reality  here.  ..  The  constant,  unpredictable  shortages 
create  constant  tension:  will  there  be  meat  or  tobacco  or 
milk  or  eggs  or  bread?  Maybe  yes.  maybe  no. . ..  The  uncer- 
tainty keeps  people  constantly  off  balance:  everyone 
becomes  a rude,  pushing  scavenger....  The  only  thing  I 
could  compare  it  to  was  the  physical  nervousness  after  an 
earthquake— waiting  for  the  aftershocks.” 

5 June  1991:  “Even  when  we  tell  politicos  here  on  what 
passes  for  the  left  that  a healthy  majority  of  our  leadership 
in  the  SL/U.S.  and  International  are  women,  these  guys 
think  it’s  some  kind  of  joke  or  tokenism....  Lenin  said  on 
the  second  anniversary  of  the  Russian  Revolution  that  if 
the  revolution  had  done  nothing  more  than  improve  the 
status  of  working  women  it  was  proven  worthwhile.  Well, 
to  put  that  in  reverse,  if  Stalinism  had  done  nothing  more 
than  to  turn  women,  homosexuals.  Jews,  national  minor- 
ities. back  into  less  than  human  beings — how  deeply  it 
deserves  to  be  superseded.'  It  makes  you  bum  with  anger 
at  what  they’ve  done!" 

I’d  like  to  give  Martha  the  last  word  here,  concluding 
with  her  words  from  a letter  in  January  1991.  With  crystal 
clarity  of  thought  and  iron  determination.  Martha  spelled 
out  the  opportunities  and  tasks  which  she  dedicated  herself 
to.  We  will  honor  her  by  persisting  and  furthering  the  work 
she  started: 

The  truth  is  that  my  stay  [in  the  Soviet  Union]  gave 
me  more  confidence  not  in  the  veracity  of  our  program 
(which  I’ve  agreed  with  for  a lot  of  years)  but  in  our 
ability  to  win.  In  a society  in  severe  crisis  as  the  SU  is 
today,  all  political  tendencies  will  get  their  cut— including 
Bolshevism/Spartacism.  With  a consistent  presence  to  talk 
to  the  people  who  like  our  journal,  we  will  get  a certain 
number  of  people.  How  many  depends  on  how  smart  or 
stupid  we  play  it  and  how  much  of  a time  period  we  have 
to  work  in. 

There  is  no  middle  road.  When  the  main  ideological 
cohesion  has  cracked,  simple  repression  is  not  a solution. 
It’s  either  bloody  counterrevolution  (how  else  will  they 
get  the  workers  to  work?)  or  Trotskyism. 

Our  problem  is  to  win  Soviet  working  people  (and  the 
small  layer  of  the  intelligentsia  who  will  come  over)  to 
genuine  internationalism  (which  means  Soviet  defensism 
at  the  highest  level).  That  means  breaking  through  the 
ideological  defeatism  that  is  at  the  core  of  Stalinism. 
Leninist  norms  of  functioning,  the  ’tribune  of  the  people' 
conception,  democratic  centralism— all  of  these  are  now 
and  will  be  in  the  future  critical  and  difficult  fights.  In 
a society  built  on  lies  it  will  be  no  small  thing  to  build  a 
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“Defend  the  Soviet  Union  in  Its  Hour  of  Greatest  Danger” 


An  Intervention  in  Moscow 

The  newspaper  of  the  International  Communist  League's 
British  section  recently  featured  this  report  "by  an  ICL 
member  of  an  inten’ention  into  a 14  December  meeting 
called  in  Moscow  by  Rabochaya  Demokratiya  (Workers 
Democracy ),  which  is  supported  by  the  British  Militant 
group."  The  ICL  comrade  was  Martha  Phillips. 

The  Militant/Rabochaya  Demokratiya  meeting  was  held 
in  a House  of  Culture  in  the  Red  Presnya  district.  There 
were  at  most  35  people  there,  mainly  old  male  academics, 
five  women  including  me.  only  a few  workers  and  a few 
youth  most  of  whom  we  knew — they’d  attended  our 
classes,  previously  called  or  written. 

On  the  wall  was  a photo  montage  of  their  participation 
on  Yeltsin’s  barricades,  labelled  in  Russian  "On  the  Bar- 
ricades 19-21  August  1991,’’  as  well  as  pictures  of  them 
with  a bunch  of  anarchist  types  in  Red  Square  on  7 Novem- 
ber. Talking  up  our  line  on  the  Yeltsin  barricades  we  knew 
that  a good  section  of  the  audience,  like  the  bulk  of 
Moscow,  now  hates  Yeltsin.  (According  to  a recent  poll 
only  15  percent  fully  support  him.) 

These  Grantites  are  pretty  dim — but  that’s  vvliat  Labour- 
ite politics  will  do  to  you.  So  for  their  first  point  they  had 
a Swedish  trade  unionist  talk  for  at  least  45  minutes  about 


the  situation  in  Sweden — going  back  to  the  organisation 
of  the  first  trade  union.  It  was  very  social  demo- 
cratic/workcrist:  life  is  bad  in  Sweden  too  and  you  need 
a labour  party.  Then  Sergei  B.  talked  about  workers  com- 
mittees and  a bit  on  the  economy.  Most  people  were  bored 
and  a number  around  us  were  asking  us  questions,  signing 
our  mailing  list  and  buying  our  literature. 

I intervened  towards  the  end  of  the  discussion  period. 
I had  a hard  time  getting  called  on  and  finally  just  stood 
up  and  they  had  to  call  on  me.  as  I was  in  the  centre  front. 
I said  that  every  group  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  around 
the  world  is  judged  by  their  position  on  the  coup/ 
countercoup.  We  of  the  International  Communist  League 
were  for  taking  down  Yeltsin’s  barricades.  But  everyone 
should  know  that  Rabochaya  Demokratiya  are  the  most 
vile  kind  of  social  democrats,  proud  of  the  fact  that  they 
participated  on  Yeltsin’s  barricades  in  defence  of  Bush  and 
counterrevolution.  The  task  right  now  was  to  defend  the 
Soviet  Union  in  its  hour  of  greatest  danger.  Here  the  audi- 
ence started  to  applaud. 

Sergei  B.  said  that  the  counterrevolution  had  already 
won.  Then  he  tried  to  shut  me  up  but  failed.  I asked  if 
this  treatment  was  an  example  of  "workers  democracy." 
Much  to  my  surprise  there  was  silence  so  I continued.  I 
said  the  question  is  simple:  revolution  or  counterrevolution. 
These  people  have  supported  Solidamosc  in  Poland,  told 
the  workers  in  Poland  to  trust  Solidamosc.  Now  there's 
poverty  and  unemployment  there.  Our  International  said 


at  the  time  that  Solidamosc  is  a "union"  of  the  CIA!  In 
conclusion  I invited  anyone  who  was  a genuine  communist 
to  come  and  talk  with  myself  and  my  comrade,  a former 
officer  of  the  DDR  who  had  refused  to  serve  the  Bundes- 
wchr  and  became  a Spartacist  because  he  wanted  to  defend 
socialism. 

This  broke  up  the  session.  Sergei  B.  tried  to  answer 
me.  but  rather  weakly — that  it  wasn’t  a reality  to  say  that 
workers  could  be  mobilised  to  take  down  the  Yeltsin  bar- 
ricades, and  that  we’re  soft  on  Stalinism.  Then  I heckled 
him,  asking  point-blank  whether  he  participated  on  Yel- 
tsin’s barricades.  He  said  yes,  that  they  participated,  and 
that  there  were  a lot  of  Muscovites  there.  I pointed  out 
that  they  think  the  main  enemy  was  Stalinism,  while  we 
understand  the  main  enemy  is  imperialism.  No  wonder 
they  can't  see  the  class  line! 

Then  a worker — one  of  the  only  ones  in  the  room,  an 
old  guy  with  white  hair  in  the  front  row — got  up  and 
started  to  shout  them  down  emotionally  about  how  they 
supported  Yeltsin.  Could  this  shameful  thing  really  be  true, 
that  they  were  on  the  Yeltsin  barricades?  They  tried  to 
shut  him  up  but  someone  else  raised  the  same  question. 
Then  they  lost  control  of  the  meeting.  So  after  trying  to 
get  things  back  together  and  failing  they  called  a break. 

Then  we  were  surrounded  by  a number  of  people  who 
shook  our  hands  and  agreed  with  us  that  it  was  shameful 
to  be  on  the  Yeltsin  barricades.  So  we  left  after  the  break 
ended,  as  did  a number  of  people  in  their  audience. 
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Interview  with  Soviet  Women 


Martha  was  a frequent  contributor  to  the  work  of  Women  and  Revolution.  She  pressed  for  an  article  on 
the  condition  of  Soviet  women  and  then  herself  conducted,  in  Russian,  the  interview  shown  at  right. 


From  her  earliest  days  as  a political  person.  Martha 
Phillips  was  passionately  committed  to  the  fight  for 
women's  liberation.  Her  concern  and  her  knowledge 
animated  Women  and  Revolution,  the  journal  of  the 
SL's  Commission  for  Work  Among  Women.  Martha  pressed 
for  and  collaborated  on  numerous  articles  including 
W&R’s  salute  to  the  "Night  Witches."  Soviet  women 
combat  pilots  in  World  War  II  (W&R  No.  36.  Spring  1989). 
and  " Palestinian  Women  and  the  Intifada " (W&R  No. 
39.  Summer  1991).  Last  October.  Martha  conducted  the 
"Interview  with  Soviet  Women"  featured  in  our  most 
recent  issue. 

We  reprint  below  some  excerpts  from  "In  the  Revolu- 
tionary Vanguard  of  the  Civil  War — Harriet  Tubman 
Fighter  for  Black  Freedom,"  which  was  based  on  a public 
forum  given  by  Martha  in  June  1986. 

As  a conductor  on  the  Underground  Railroad  and  a 
military  strategist  and  spy  during  the  war,  “General"  Tub- 
man.  as  John  Brown  dubbed  her,  stood  in  the  revolutionary 
insurrectionist  wing  of  the  abolitionist  movement  in  the 
struggle  against  the  Southern  slavocracy.  Like  John  Brown, 
the  heroic  martyr  of  the  1859  raid  on  Harpers  Ferry,  and 
the  outstanding  political  leader  of  the  abolitionist  move- 
ment. Frederick  Douglass,  Tubman  knew  that  freedom  for 
the  slave  would  come  about  only  through  blood  and  iron. 
Harriet  Tubman’s  life  is  a microcosm  of  the  struggle  for 
black  liberation  in  the  1 9th  century;  her  life  directly  reflects 
the  issues  of  the  time.... 

A fugitive  from  bondage,  black  and  a woman,  Tubman 
triumphed  over  exceptional  odds  to  become  a leader  of 
the  second  American  Revolution.  Like  Frederick  Douglass, 
she  was  able  to  generalize  her  bitter  and  brutal  experience 
of  oppression  into  a revolutionary  social  consciousness 
and  a determination  to  fight  for  all  the  oppressed.  She  was 
an  advocate  of  militant  political  action  and  revolutionary 
insurrectionism.  As  opposed  to  the  "moral  suasion"  Gar- 
risonian wing,  she  was  part  of  the  revolutionary  vanguard 
of  the  abolitionist  movement.  As  the  “Moses"  of  her  people 
on  the  Underground  Railroad.  Tubman  was  famous 
throughout  the  U.S.  and  beyond  by  the  time  of  the  war. . .. 

In  1849,  although  it  meant  leaving  her  husband,  a free- 


man who  refused  to  go  with  her.  Harriet  Tubman  escaped 
from  slavery.  Rumor  had  reached  her  and  her  family  that 
their  owners  planned  to  sell  them  to  the  Deep  South,  a 
dreaded  fear  of  every  slave  in  the  border  states.  Already 
two  of  her  sisters  had  been  sent  off  in  a chain  gang, 
separated  from  their  children.  Her  brothers  lost  courage 
for  the  escape;  Tubman  went  on  alone.... 

Aided  by  a white  woman  who  gave  her  the  first  address 
of  the  Underground  Railroad,  Tubman  made  her  way 
North,  traveling  at  night.  “I  had  crossed  the  line  of  which 
I had  so  long  been  dreaming.  I was  free;  but  there  was 
no  one  to  welcome  me  to  the  land  of  freedom,  I was  a 
stranger  in  a strange  land,  and  my  home  after  all  was 
down  in  the  old  cabin  quarter.  ..  But  to  this  solemn  res- 
olution I came;  I was  free,  and  they  should  be  free  also’’..  . . 

To  Lincoln  and  the  majority  of  the  Northern  ruling  class, 
the  goal  of  the  war  was  not  to  end  slavery  but  to  put  down 
the  secession  of  the  South.  Harriet  Tubman  again  saw 


further,  earlier:  that  the  war  for  the  Union  must  become 
a war  to  free  the  slaves.... 

Harriet  Tubman  herself  was  within  earshot  of  one  of 
the  first  battles  employing  blacks  in  combat:  the  heroic 
assault  on  the  Confederate  Fort  Wagner,  South  Carolina, 
in  July  of  1863.  It  was  here  that  the  Massachusetts  54th, 
the  first  regiment  of  free  Northern  blacks,  led  by  Tubman's 
friend  Robert  Gould  Shaw,  demonstrated  before  the  eyes 
of  the  nation  the  courage  and  commitment  of  black  soldiers. 
It  was  probably  this  battle  Tubman  was  describing  in  her 
dramatic  words:  "And  then  we  saw  the  lightning,  and  that 
was  the  guns;  and  then  we  heard  the  thunder,  and  that  was 
the  big  guns;  and  then  we  heard  the  rain  falling,  and  that 
was  the  drops  of  blood  falling;  and  when  we  came  to  get 
in  the  crops,  it  was  dead  men  that  we  reaped."  From  then 
on  black  soldiers  were  thrown  into  the  fighting  on  all 
fronts,  tipping  the  balance  of  power  for  the  ultimate  North- 
ern victory  against  the  slavocracy.  .. 


party  where  comrades  can  fearlessly  and  simply  tell  the 
truth,  internally  and  to  the  world.” 

Jim  Robertson:  I'm  speaking  because  I’m  going  to  be 
dealing  with  some  hard  matters.  Somebody  murdered  her. 
And  other  comrades  will  fill  out  her  qualities  of  personality 
and  comradeship. 

When  she  first  died,  I reacted,  I think  like  all  of  us.  in 
thinking  about  her  over  the  many  years  that  I'd  known 
her.  and  worked  with  her  and  cared  for  her.  And  then 
because  I’m  a consultant  on  our  Russian  work,  and  there 
was  a problem  even  about  getting  an  autopsy  to  prove  that 
she  was  murdered,  I got  involved  in  the  aftermath  of 
Martha’s  death.  And  that  did  something  to  me  that  doesn’t 
usually  happen.  When  comrades  die.  I’ve  got  this  uncon- 
trollable feeling  that  they've  just  gone  away  and  I won’t 
see  them  anymore.  But  I've  been  made  to  realize  that 
Manha  not  only  died  but  was  murdered.  And  one  cannot 
do  much  from  7,000  miles  away,  but  I’ve  been  attempting 
to  discharge  my  responsibilities  in  this  regard.  So  this  is 
the  heavy  stuff. 

Well,  by  way  of  background,  after  we  sued  the  FBI 


in  1983  they  swore  that  they  were  going  to  stay  off  our 
backs.  Around  1981  the  Wall  Street  Journal  carried  an 
editorial  that  said  "We’re  going  to  get  you"  for  objecting 
to  Lech  Walesa  and  Solidamosc.  Around  the  same  time 
the  leader  of  our  German  section  was  stabbed  in  the  back 
with  the  intent  to  kill  him  by  kill-crazed  Afghan  rightists 
in  Frankfurt  am  Main.  And  nothing  much  else  happened. 
But  it  appears  that  the  American  bourgeoisie  is  very  tender 
toward  the  East,  although  I believe  they’re  mainly  in 
competition  with  the  German  capitalist  class. 

Now  this  is  just  background.  I have  no  links  between 
what  I've  just  said  and  the  murder  of  Martha  Phillips.  And 
I would  remind  everyone  that,  while  history  is  not  a con- 
spiracy the  way  Henry  Ford  and  the  fascists  think,  that 
there  are  conspiracies  in  history.  So  naturally  in  a very 
tender  area  of  work,  working  not  only  in  Moscow  but  in 
six  other  Soviet  cities,  she  was  in  an  exposed  position. 

The  personal  appreciations  that  I have  read  that  I 
thought  best  caught  and  covered  the  qualities  of  Martha 
Ann  Phillips  as  a human  being,  a family  member,  a friend, 
a lover  and  a comrade,  are  contained  in  the  appreciations 
that  were  written  by  Sam  and  by  Liz,  and  I certainly  rec- 


ommend those.  It  was  along  those  lines  that  I had  intended 
to  speak,  rather  than  on  these  other  subjects. 

Now.  we  have  a small  headquarters  in  Moscow  station, 
and  the  person  who  lived  there  left  the  country  for  a while, 
and  Martha  who’d  been  quite  ill  had  moved  in  there,  and 
she  was  on  the  road  to  recovery,  both  according  to  her 
medical  tests  and  her  own  subjective  feelings.  And  it  is 
only  for  that  reason  that  when  we  heard  that  she  was  found 
peacefully  dead  we  asked  for  an  autopsy,  simply  because 
we  did  not  understand  if  she  was  getting  well  why  she 
might  have  died.  We  repeated  that  request,  while  the  State 
Department  told  her  family  that  Russians  do  messy  autop- 
sies and  advised  against  it.  However,  the  Moscow  militia, 
the  local  police  force,  ultimately  did  perform  an  autopsy, 
which  is  normally  a matter  of  routine,  and  found  out  that 
Martha  had  both  been  strangled  and  stabbed.  It  was  murder. 
When  it  first  became  known  that  Martha  had  been  mur- 
dered. the  militia  began,  rather  late,  a criminal  investiga- 
tion— sealing  the  apartment,  interrogating  witnesses,  etc. 
And  the  circumstances  are  really  quite  obscure  to  us.  Com- 
rades had  been  with  her  until  1 1 o’clock  the  night  before. 

continued  on  next  page 
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Martha  speaking  at  anti-racist  protest  called  by  Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense  outside  SF  General 
Hospital,  4 December  1985  (left);  at  protest  against  Salvadoran  butcher  Duarte,  27  September  1981  (right). 
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In  the  apartment,  which  had  a room  with  an  office  in  it, 
there  was  an  unopened  bottle  of  vodka.  Comrades  went 
back  at  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  because  there  was  a dem- 
onstration of  some  kind.  Martha  was  still  supposed  to  be 
too  sick  to  participate  in  it,  even  though  she  very  badly 
wanted  to  because  she  was  feeling  better.  This  bottle  of 
vodka  had  been  ripped  open  in  an  unusual  way,  unlike 
the  way  that  you  usually  go  about  it.  She  was  lying  in 
bed  apparently  peacefully  dead. 

And  I do  not  have  any  basis  now  to  speculate.  It  could 
have  been  somebody  within  our  milieu  for  personal  or 
provocateur  reasons.  We’ve  had  altercations  with  Pamyat. 
The  Kuzbass  region  independent  mine  workers  union  is 
run  straight  out  of  Washington  by  a Russian  fascist  and 
the  CIA;  we  intervened  and  got  in  their  way  [see  “Soviet 
Miners  Strike  Amid  Perestroika  Turmoil,"  WV  No.  522, 
15  March  1991].  There  are  many  other  possibilities.  Mos- 
cow is  hardly  New  York — that  is,  you  don't  get  knifed  in 
the  street  in  Moscow,  although  increasingly  with  impov- 
erishment you  can  gel  robbed.  But  this  was  not  that  kind 
of  murder  at  all.  And  the  plain  truth  is,  we  do  not  know. 

But  we  are  pursuing  this.  Things  like  lawyers  and  private 
investigators  are  fairly  anomalous  in  the  past  40  or  50 
years  in  the  Soviet  Union,  but  they  do  exist  and  we  are 
employing  them.  We  are  seeking  to  work  with  the  militia, 
on  the  assumption  that  they  are  not  simply  interested  in 
a witchhunt  against  our  organization.  We've  been  politi- 
cally extremely  obtrusive  because  we  are  the  Trotskyists, 
the  people  who  are  against  Yeltsin  and  capitalist  restora- 
tion. So  this  naturally  makes  one  suspicious.  But  I urge 
the  comrades  not  to  drift  over  into  paranoia.  Let’s  get 
some  more  evidence  first  if  we  can. 

But  I do  know  one  thing,  that  is  that  Martha  Phillips 
died  at  her  post,  doing  what  she  wanted  to  do  and  what 
she  was  supposed  to  do  in  the  effort  to  liberate  the  Russian 
and  international  working  class.  And  that's  the  truth. 

Pam  E.:  Martha’s  death  is  a profound  loss  to  her  family, 
comrades  and  friends.  I want  to  share  some  of  my  recol- 
lections and,  perhaps  for  younger  comrades  especially,  try 
to  explain  partially  who  Martha  was  and  where  she  came 
from.  She  had  a crucial  impact  on  a layer  of  us  who  knew 
her  in  the  SWP  of  1971  and  helped  light  our  way  to  the 
Spartacist  League. 

1971  was  an  important  year  for  the  oppositionists  of 
the  Proletarian  Orientation  Tendency  of  the  SWP.  Martha, 
23  years  old,  was  in  the  Washington,  D.C.  branch  when 
I first  met  her.  As  the  Tendency  was  facing  "reintegration” 
into  the  SWP,  political  activists — a total  of  almost  30  peo- 
ple— were  determined  not  to  "push  the  peanut"  for  Jack 
Bames  and  his  coterie  of  hand-raisers.  And  we  were 
chafing  under  the  "new"  org  rules  (drafted  as  a result  of 
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the  RT  fight)  which  outlawed  every  instance  of  “non- 
authorized"  political  discourse. 

In  the  fall  and  winter  of  that  year,  we  met  secretly  in 
hotel  rooms  and  private  homes  during  SMC  conferences 
and  NPAC  gatherings  to  work  out  a political  program  for 
what  would  become  the  Leninist  Faction.  Of  course,  this 
process  wasn’t  in  a vacuum.  While  we  were  having  political 
fights  internally,  we  were  being  bombarded  externally  by 
a host  of  groups  including  the  Workers  League  and  the 
Spartacist  League.  Martha  and  David  met  with  the  SL 
early  on  in  D.C.  and  had  what  would  become  a very  pro- 
ductive discussion.  By  the  spring  of  1972,  Martha  and 
those  around  her  were  advocating  a fusion  perspective 
with  the  Spartacist  League.  The  founding  document  of 
the  short-lived  Leninist  Faction — the  Declaration — was 
Martha’s  work.  She  fought  hard  for  the  heterogeneous 
faction  to  accept  it.  That  they  did  was  a testament  to  her 
powers  of  persuasion. 

Shortly  after  it  issued  the  Declaration,  however,  the  Len- 
inist Faction  started  coming  unglued,  going  in  all  direc- 
tions. Martha’s  work  and  the  work  of  the  SL  at  this  point 
was  to  sharpen  our  understanding  as  many  political  dif- 
ferences came  to  the  fore.  She  pointed  out  how  our  group- 
ing under  pressure  was  veering  away  from  a Leninist  per- 
spective, i.e.,  the  fight  to  organize  a serious  disciplined 
party  to  lead  the  working  class  to  power.  And  she  helped 
us  to  see  that  the  Spartacist  League  was  the  Trotskyist 
continuity  from  Cannon's  left  opposition  that  built  the  early 
SWP  through  the  Revolutionary  Tendency’s  fight  in  1963. 
She  understood  this  and  fought  for  us  to  understand  it. 

I will  never  forget  her  intervention  at  the  August  1972 
Ashtabula  convention — hitting  hard,  laying  bare  the  oppor- 
tunist trade-union  appetites  of  the  Minneapolis  group, 
exposing  the  silliness  of  the  mindless  call  for  a "Fifth 
International,"  and  coming  back  relentlessly  to  the  Leninist 
principles  of  party  building.  She  showed  how  the  LF  lead- 
ers were  looking  to  create  an  organization  that  would  be 
a "family  of  the  left"  in  proposing  a lash-up  of  Vanguard 
Newsletter,  the  LF  and  the  Spartacist  League.  At  a certain 
point  Martha  proposed  that  Robertson  be  invited  to  come 
and  set  us  straight  on  Harry  Turner.  That  brought  the  house 
down.  After  making  it  clear  to  us  that  what  we  needed 
was  not  a rat  group  like  VNL,  but  a revolutionary  party. 
Martha  and  four  comrades  walked  out  declaring  their 
immediate  intention  to  join  the  Spartacist  League  as  soon 
as  possible.  Their  exit  from  the  LF  was  marked  formally 
by  the  telegram  that  appeared  in  Spartacist  No.  21. 

It  wasn’t  until  later  that  we  who  were  left  in  the  dis- 
integrating Leninist  Faction  swamp  really  absorbed  what 
had  happened.  For  whatever  illusions  we  had,  or  naivete, 
we  weren’t  ready  yet  to  join  Martha  and  the  others.  But 
she  left  us  something  to  chew  on,  and  by  November  four 
more  of  us  joined  her  in  the  Spartacist  League. 


Looking  back,  it’s  entirely  possible  that  without  Mar- 
tha's intervention,  we  might  not  have  found  our  way  here. 

We  all  will  sorely  miss  Martha.  Her  work  and  dedication 
arc  a beacon  for  all  who  continue  to  build  our  organization, 
the  International  Communist  League. 

Diana  C.:  Martha  was  my  friend,  comrade  and  mentor 
for  20  years.  I first  met  Martha  in  1972.  I had  just  joined 
the  Spartacist  League  with  my  gang,  the  East  Oakland 
Women,  and  within  a month  or  so  Martha  came  to  the 
Bay  Area  to  be  the  youth  organizer.  I liked  Martha  from 
the  first.  I was  impressed  with  the  depth  of  her  Marxist 
education,  something  which  I certainly  hadn't  gotten  in 
the  New  Left  circles  in  which  I hung  out.  And  I admired 
her  as  a speaker  and  an  activist  and  a communist  woman 
leader. 

To  Martha,  the  revolutionary  continuity  really  was 
important,  you  know.  Marx,  Lenin,  Trotsky,  Cannon.  She 
was  a real  Cannonite.  I always  think  of  Cannon’s  speeches 
on  the  Russian  question,  where  he  says.  “The  Russian 
Bolsheviks  on  November  7.  1917,  once  and  for  all,  took 
the  question  of  the  workers’  revolution  out  of  the  realm 
of  abstraction  and  gave  it  flesh  and  blood  reality....  Who 
touches  the  Russian  Question  touches  a revolution.  There- 
fore, be  serious  about  it,  don’t  play  with  it." 

Well,  it  was  a flesh  and  blood  reality  to  Martha,  all  the 
way  down  to  her  bones.  No  one  who  knew  her  was  sur- 
prised that  she  learned  Russian  or  went  to  the  Soviet  Union 
to  build  the  party  and  be  on  the  front  lines  in  the  fight 
against  capitalist  counterrevolution. 

Like  Cannon,  she  hated  the  people  who  Cannon  called 
the  waverers,  backsliders,  capitulators  to  the  pressure  of 
the  world  bourgeoisie,  who  had  given  up  on  the  Soviet 
Union  before  the  decisive  battles  had  been  fought. 

It’s  very  difficult  for  me  to  say  what  Martha  meant  to 
me.  She  was  a constant  in  my  life  for  two  decades.  She 
was  a harsh  critic  and  a good  friend.  I remember  she  called 
me  up  after  some  fight  in  the  union  work  we  were  doing, 
and  said,  "Diana,  you  must  read  this  section  from  The 
Struggle  for  a Proletarian  Party."  Well.  I could  find  it  for 
you  today  in  a minute. 

So  you  read  what  she  recommended.  And  you  remem- 
bered her  criticisms. 

And  all  of  these  criticisms  were  delivered  with  such  an 
evident  concern  that  you  leant  something  from  it.  I remem- 
ber she  used  to  tell  me,  she  must  have  told  me  this  about 
20  times,  she  said.  "You  have  to  put  your  political  mistakes 
in  perspective.  After  all,  what  you  have  done  is  not  as  bad 
as  what  the  Communists  did  in  Germany  in  1923.” 

And  Martha  agonized  a lot  over  her  own  failures  and 
mistakes,  over  many  glasses  of  wine.  But  what  I admired 
was  that  she  picked  herself  up.  read  some  books  and  moved 
on.  And  I would  say  the  mistakes  grew  less  frequent  over 
time,  actually.  She  tried,  with  some  success  I think,  to  put 
into  practice  a recommendation  that  Jim  had  given  her. 
which  was  that  she  should  worry  less  about  the  mistakes 
she’d  already  made  and  more  about  the  mistakes  she  was 
going  to  make.  She  tried  to  do  that.  She  succeeded  at  that. 

Besides  her  passion  for  education,  knowledge,  internal 
education,  she  had  a revolutionary  audacity  which  I 
admired.  I think  if  you  look  at  the  display  back  there. 
"Martha  vs.  the  Mayor"  [WV  No.  327,  8 April  1983],  you 
will  see  Lionel  Wilson,  who  had  the  podium,  the  gavel, 
was  the  mayor  of  Oakland,  trying  to  shut  Martha  up.  But 
he  just  had  no  chance.  I mean,  he  lost  it.  Martha  was 
going  to  say  what  she  was  going  to  say  about  the  interests 
of  the  working  class. 

I know  I was  impressed,  it  must  have  been  right  in 
1972,  when  I first  met  Martha.  We  went  to  San  Francisco 
State  to  set  up  a lit  table  and  she  had  Lael.  Lael  was  a 
baby,  he  was  with  us.  and  we  had  the  requisite  50  pounds 
of  lit  for  any  campus  lit  table,  the  banner,  the  table,  and 
being  San  Francisco  State  of  course,  we  were  parked  about 
a mile  from  where  we  were  going  to  set  up.  I was  somewhat 
daunted  by  all  of  this,  so  Martha  said.  well,  we'll  leave 
everything  here,  we’ll  just  take  Lael  and  go  on  campus 
and  scope  it  out.  So  we  do  this,  and  I was  trying  to  figure 
out  how  we  were  going  to  do  this,  and  she  goes  up  to  the 
woman  at  the  SWP  table  and  smiles  her  very  charming 
and  beautiful  smile  and  says,  “You  wouldn’t  mind  holding 
my  baby  for  a moment,  would  you?”  So  the  woman  says, 
"No.  honey,  no  problem."  So  we  leave  Lael  with  this 
SWPer,  go  and  get  all  of  the  lit.  the  table,  set  up  right 
next  to  the  SWP,  Martha  gives  her  a lecture  on  Pabloism. 
She  was  so  mad.  It’s  lucky  she  didn't  throw  Lael  at  us. 
But  I was  impressed.  I thought,  boy,  this  is  the  way  to 
operate. 

Martha  was  an  intensely  focused  person.  She  had  a tight 
list  of  priorities  in  her  life.  Number  one  was  politics.  And 
that  was  always  first  and  foremost,  number  one:  politics 
in  command.  Number  two  was  a joy  in  life  in  the  here 
and  now  with  the  people  she  cared  about.  And  everything 
else,  really,  far,  far  distant  third.  All  those  things  that  people 
worry  about:  money,  things,  paying  the  rent,  doing  the 
laundry — all  of  this  mundane  shit,  she  didn't  think  too 
much  about  it  really. 

And  she  had  a lot  of  day-to-day  troubles.  There  are 
endless  Martha  stories.  The  apartments  she  was  thrown 
out  of.  the  jobs  she  was  fired  from.  Muni  buses  were 
always  bumping  into  her  car.  Getting  through  the  appren- 
ticeship and  keeping  these  printing  jobs.  That  was  a con- 
stant struggle,  in  a situation  where  the  workforce  really 
was  under  attack.  And,  as  comrades  have  mentioned, 
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Highgate  Cemetery, 
London,  February  15: 
In  memory  of 
Martha  Phillips, 
comrades  and  friends 
laid  wreath  at  grave 
of  Karl  Marx. 


Martha  had  a fine  talent,  also,  for  getting  into  trouble.  I 
remember  sitting  around  with  Kathy  and  George  Foster 
and  Martha,  and  Martha's  explaining  to  us  about  the  job 
she’s  just  been  fired  from.  She  said,  “Well,  you  know,  the 
boss  wanted  me  to  do  something.  It  was  against  the  union 
contract,  you  know,  I read  him  a few  relevant  sections 
from  the  union  contract,  and  then  1 got  fired."  So  there's 
like  dead  silence,  and  Martha  says.  “I  don't  know  why 
you’re  all  looking  at  me  like  this.  I don’t  think  I did  any- 
thing provocative.  1 read  him  some  passages  from  the 
union  contract."  So  finally  Foster  says,  “Well,  Martha,  I 
mean,  you’d  only  been  working  there  three  days.  1 mean, 
you  could  have  kept  your  mouth  shut  for  a week."  But 
that  was  not  Martha’s  forte,  keeping  her  mouth  shut. 

But  she  managed  to  rise  above  all  these  troubles  with 
a sense  of  political  purpose,  commitment  and  a sense  of 
humor  which  never  ceased  to  amaze  me.  I think  a lesser 
mortal  would  have  been  daunted  by  the  things  she  faced 
in  her  life.  And  Martha  loved  life.  She  was  a vibrant,  alive 
person.  One  of  the  most  alive  people  I’ve  ever  met.  That’s 
why  it’s  so  hard  to  believe  that  she’s  dead.  And  that  she’s 
not  coming  back.  And  I would  like  to  say  that  all  those 
things  that  the  Moral  Majority  tells  us  that  we’re  not  sup- 
posed to  do,  and  not  supposed  to  enjoy.  Martha  did  all  of 
them,  as  much  as  possible.  She  packed  as  much  living 
into  her  life  as  she  could.  And  a good  thing  too.  I can 
only  hope  for  a suitable  retribution  against  those  who  cut 
her  life  so  short. 

Martha  told  me,  and  a couple  of  other  people  as  well, 
before  she  went  to  the  Soviet  Union  the  last  time,  a story 
about  one  of  her  trips  back  to  Denver.  She  said  that  all 
her  family,  for  some  reason,  were  going  around  the  room 
talking  about  what  they  should  have  done  in  their  life  or 
what  regrets  they  had  and  so  on.  And  people  said  various 
things.  And  then  they  got  to  Martha  and  someone  turned 
to  her  and  said,  “Well.  I suppose  you've  done  exactly  what 
you  wanted  with  your  life."  And  she  said,  “That’s  right. 
I have."  She  said,  “It  would  have  been  nice  if  I had  a little 
more  money,  it  would  have  made  life  a little  easier,  but 
that’s  right.  I have  done  what  I wanted  with  my  life."  And 
you  know,  I think  of  that  with  some  satisfaction. 

I’d  like  to  read  a quote.  Martha  loved  quotes  from  Trot- 
sky. No  important  meeting  was  done  without  an  appropriate 
quote  from  Trotsky.  Actually  I recommend  this  to  com- 
rades; it’s  Trotsky’s  speech  on  the  founding  of  the  Fourth 
International,  where  he  talks  very  powerfully  about  the 
revolutionary  martyrs,  but  also  about  the  determination 
and  revolutionary  optimism  necessary  to  go  on: 

"Our  party  demands  each  of  us  totally  and  completely. 
Let  the  philistines  hunt  their  own  individuality  in  empty 
space.  For  a revolutionary  to  give  himself  entirely  to  the 
party  signifies  finding  himself.  Yes,  our  party  takes  each 
one  of  us  wholly.  But  in  return  it  gives  to  every  one  of 
us  the  highest  happiness:  the  consciousness  that  one  par- 
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Martha  speaking  at  Red  Flag  Union  conference  in 
Los  Angeles,  June  1977. 


ticipates  in  the  building  of  a better  future,  that  one  carries 
on  his  shoulders  a particle  of  the  fate  of  mankind,  and 
that  one’s  life  will  not  have  been  lived  in  vain." 

Well.  Martha’s  life  was  not  lived  in  vain.  She  lived  a 
life  that  she  wanted  in  the  service  of  the  international 
proletarian  revolution.  She  knew  she  faced  dangers  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  She  spoke  about  it  to  several  comrades 
before  she  left.  But  she  went  ahead  anyhow.  And,  you 
know,  that’s  what  we  have  to  do.  Although  made  poorer 
by  the  loss  of  Martha,  we  have  to  go  forward  as  well.  And 
as  Trotsky  says  in  this  same  article,  "The  program  of  the 
Fourth  International  will  become  the  guide  of  millions  and 
those  revolutionary  millions  will  know  how  to  storm  earth 
and  heaven." 

At  Karl  Marx’s  Grave,  Highgate  Cemetery, 
London,  February  15 

Jon  Branche,  Spartacist  League! Britain 
Comrades  and  friends: 

We  are  gathered  here  today  to  honor  Martha  Phillips, 
who  died  in  Moscow  on  the  front  lines  in  the  urgent  fight 
against  counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union.  In  her  work 
there,  on  the  numerous  occasions  she  was  asked  why  the 
International  Communist  League  was  in  the  USSR,  Martha 
explained  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  the  birthplace  of  our 
communist  program,  that  the  Russian  Revolution  in  fact 
belonged  to  the  workers  of  the  whole  world,  and  that  we 
were  coming  home  to  fight  to  defend  the  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution.  For  us  Trotskyists  the  Soviet  Union 
has  never  been  a foreign  country,  and  we  can  say  truthfully 
that  Martha  died  in  her  homeland. 

Martha  was  a passionate  enthusiast  for  the  great  leader 
of  American  Trotskyism,  James  Cannon,  and  no  matter 
where  she  was — whether  training  youth  in  San  Francisco 
or  fighting  for  our  program  in  the  Soviet  Union — Martha 
sought  to  impart  Cannon's  heritage.  It  was  Cannon  who 
fought  to  preserve  our  program  of  unconditional  defense 
of  the  Soviet  Union  against  the  waverers  and  backsliders 
of  his  time.  For  Cannon  the  Russian  question  was  the 
question  of  revolution,  and  the  attitude  taken  toward  the 
Soviet  state  was  the  decisive  criterion  separating  the 
genuine  revolutionary  tendency  from  all  shades  of  Men- 
shevism.  social  democracy,  centrism  and  Stalinism.  As  he 
noted,  all  those  groups  that  turned  their  backs  on  the  first 
workers  state  became  reconciled  in  one  form  or  another 
to  bourgeois  democracy. 

Cannon  said:  “We  are  not  disinterested  observers  and 
commentators.  We  do  not  examine  the  Russian  revolution 
and  what  remains  of  its  great  conquests  as  though  it  were 
a bug  under  a glass.  We  have  an  interest!  We  take  part  in 
the  fight!  At  each  stage  in  the  development  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  its  advances  and  its  degeneration,  we  seek  the  basis 
for  revolutionary  action.  We  want  to  advance  the  world 
revolution,  overthrow  capitalism,  establish  socialism." 

Martha  was  such  a proletarian  fighter,  who  understood 
that  you  had  to  struggle  in  order  to  change  the  world.  It 
is  such  a person  who  always  has  formed  the  backbone 
of  a revolutionary  organization.  Martha  had  nothing  but 
contempt  for  those  who  bought  the  bourgeoisie’s  line  that 
“communism  is  dead” — she  mocked  not  only  our  open 
social-democratic  opponents  but  all  those  who  prematurely 
wanted  to  bury  the  Soviet  Union.  She  believed  passionately 
with  Cannon  that  the  worst  kind  of  capitulator  was  the 
one  who  surrendered  a position  before  it  was  lost  or  who 
capitulated  before  the  decisive  battle.  In  a letter  she  wrote 
from  Moscow  last  October  she  referred  to  Cannon’s  fight 
against  the  Goldman-Morrow  fainthearts,  who  in  the  con- 
text of  the  American  imperialist  victory  in  World  War  II 
became  reconciled  to  bourgeois  democracy.  Martha  wrote: 
"Perhaps  one  could  make  an  empirical  argument  that 
Morrow  and  Goldman’s  pessimistic  analysis  was  closer  to 
what  became  the  reality;  nevertheless  we  proudly  endorse 
the  revolutionary  optimism  and  working-class  centrality 
of  Cannon’s  theses.  Goldman/Morrow’s  prognosis  was 
liquidationist,  as  they  went  on  to  demonstrate.  It  is  similarly 
dangerous  to  view  the  Soviet  Union  through  the  lens  of 
the  bitter  defeat  in  East  Germany.” 

Trotsky  once  said  that  all  genuine  revolutionaries  live 
for  the  future;  that  is,  they  refuse  to  sacrifice  principle  for 


temporary  expedient.  Martha  refused  to  allow  herself  to 
be  daunted  by  the  temporary  setbacks  of  today  or  yesterday. 
When  asked  by  skeptics  how  many  members  we  had,  she 
always  replied:  “A  few  less  than  Lenin  had  at  the  time  of 
Zimmerwald.”  She  often  made  the  point  that  at  the  time 
of  the  February  Revolution  in  Russia  the  Mensheviks  had 
larger  numbers,  more  writers,  etc.  But  Lenin  had  a hard 
cadre  trained  in  a revolutionary  program.  This  is  what 
made  the  difference.  For  her  entire  political  life  Martha 
was  first  and  foremost  a party  person  from  head  to  toe. 
understanding  that  it  was  the  subjective  element  that  was 
indispensable  to  proletarian  victory.  Thus,  she  was  partic- 
ularly contemptuous  of  political  cowards  and  quitters. 

Martha  did  not  have  an  easy  personal  life,  and  was 
charged  with  bringing  up  a handicapped  son.  But  she  never 
allowed  personal  difficulties  to  destroy  her  political  work. 
Entering  her  middle  age.  Martha  began  the  difficult  task 
of  learning  Russian  from  scratch.  She  regarded  develop- 
ments in  the  Soviet  Union  as  "our  chance"  and  wanted  to 
be  on  the  front  lines.  To  come  to  Moscow  she  endured  a 
painful  separation  from  her  son  and  family,  and  at  limes 
she  was  acutely  lonely  in  the  Soviet  Union.  She  got  a job 
in  a Soviet  school  as  a teacher  and  was  assigned  an  apart- 
ment on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  Her  Soviet  friends  were 
often  astounded  that  any  foreigner  would  live  like  that. 
Undoubtedly  Martha  could  have  found  an  easier  way  to 
survive  there,  but  she  wanted  to  get  a better  sense  of  how 
the  Soviets  lived. 

Martha  was  a powerful  speaker  with  multiple  talents. 
She  could  inspire  a large  crowd  with  a vision  of  proletarian 
internationalism,  as  she  did  last  summer  at  a meeting  of 
several  hundred  worker  communists  in  Moscow  reported 
by  Workers  Vanguard.  She  was  equally  devastating  as  a 
polemicist  when  she  went  up  against  some  social  traitor; 
it  was  her  intervention  against  the  Militant  Tendency  that 
Workers  Hammer  covered  in  our  current  issue.  And  the 
interview  with  Soviet  women  in  Women  and  Revolution  is 
testimony  to  Martha’s  conviction  that  a Leninist  party  must 
be  a tribune  of  the  people.  Martha  was  the  antithesis  of 
the  stuffed-shirt,  tea-sipping  teetotalers,  chauvinists  and 
Methodist  moralists  that  dominate  the  British  Labour  Party. 
Martha  was  among  a layer  of  women  leaders  in  our  party, 
a member  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  SL/U.S.  for 


Moscow,  7 November  1991:  Martha  dis- 
tributing ICL  literature  in  Red  Square  on 
Revolution  Day. 


many  years.  When  I worked  with  her  in  Moscow,  almost 
every  day  she  attracted  one  or  two  more  women  contacts 
who  saw  her  as  an  authoritative  spokesman  for  our  politics. 

It  is  fitting  today  to  recall  the  other  comrades  who  gave 
their  lives  to  fight  for  the  program  of  Trotskyism  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  from  the  American  seamen  in  WW  II  who 
volunteered  for  the  Murmansk  run  so  they  could  achieve 
contact  with  Soviet  workers  and  soldiers,  to  the  Left  Oppo- 
sition in  the  Soviet  Union  who  maintained  the  continuity 
of  Bolshevism-Leninism  under  the  most  arduous  circum- 
stances. We  recall  the  example  of  the  Trotskyists  in  the 
prison  camps  of  frozen  Vorkuta,  who  at  the  time  of  Hitler’s 
invasion  volunteered  to  fight  in  the  Red  Army.  When  this 
was  refused,  these  revolutionaries  did  what  they  could 
for  the  Soviet  war  effort,  relinquishing  certain  of  their 
rights  and  agreeing  to  the  extension  of  the  working  day 
to  12  hours.  Despite  the  hideous  atrocities  of  Stalin,  these 
Trotskyists  were  not  demoralized.  They  never  gave  up  on 
the  Soviet  Union. 

We  remain  the  party  of  the  Russian  Revolution.  That 
was  the  banner  that  Martha  Phillips  fought  under,  and  that 
is  the  banner  that  we  will  continue  to  fight  under.  Forward 
to  a Soviet  section  of  the  reforged  Fourth  International! 
Forward  to  a world  socialist  order!  ■ 
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Soviet  Union... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

Yeltsin  and  his  cohorts  know  they 
have  to  cohere  a capitalist  state  appara- 
tus and  new,  loyal  agencies  of  anti- 
working-class repression  if  they  are  to 
consolidate  their  counterrevolutionary 
drive.  While  the  military  high  command 
continues  to  keep  its  distance  from 
Yeltsin  and  his  counterparts  in  the  other 
republics,  the  use  of  the  militia  in 


cracking  down  on  anti-Yeltsin  protest- 
ers marks  a dangerous  turning  point 
in  determining  the  fate  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Our  comrades  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League  (Fourth  Inter- 
nationalist) in  Moscow  responded  with 
a leaflet  (reprinted  below),  raising  the 
alarm  over  this  bloody  escalation  of  Yel- 
tsin's counterrevolutionary  course  and 
calling  urgently  for  the  formation  of 
workers  and  soldiers  soviets  (councils) 
to  repulse  the  capitalist-restorationist 
tide  and  seize  power. 


Away  With  the  Yeltsin  Government! 

“White  Tsar”  Boris  Wants  a New  Bloody  Sunday 

Form  Workers  and  Soldiers  Soviets 
to  Stop  Capitalist  Restoration! 


Moscow,  February  9:  Protesters  carry  portrait  of  Lenin  in  demonstration  against 
Yeltsin's  “free  market"  misery. 


FEBRUARY  25 — The  "democratic" 
counterrevolution  has  drawn  its  first 
blood.  Called  up  by  Mayor  Popov, 
approved  by  Boris  Yeltsin,  thousands  of 
militia  were  mobilized  to  stage  a prov- 
ocation against  workers,  pensioners,  sol- 
diers, officers  and  veterans  honoring 
Soviet  Army  Day.  Soviet  working  people 
be  warned:  they’re  trying  to  restore  cap- 
italism over  your  bodies! 

From  the  moment  the  forces  of  capi- 
talist restoration  gained  the  ascendancy 
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Stalinist  “patriots"  push  vile  Rus- 
sian chauvinism.  RKRP  spokesman 
Anpilov  (right)  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  openly  anti-Semitic  reactionary. 

with  Yeltsin’s  countercoup  on  August  22, 
the  alternatives  were  sharply  posed: 
either  the  proletariat  reconquers  political 
power,  taken  from  it  by  the  Stalin-led 
bureaucracy  in  1923-24,  or  there  will  be 
the  bloody  consolidation  of  social  coun- 
terrevolution and  national  disintegration. 
The  weak  Yeltsin  government  has 
restrained  its  bloodlust  against  the  work- 
ing class  only  because  it  lacks  a loyal 
apparatus  of  repression. 

With  the  assaults  against  Army  Day 
demonstrators,  the  Moscow  militia  and 
OMON  units  allowed  themselves,  per- 
haps reluctantly,  to  be  used  against  the 
working  class.  Chastised  by  outraged 
demonstrators,  one  militiaman  defen- 
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sively  responded:  "I’m  just  following 
orders.  Why  did  you  vote  for  these  peo- 
ple? Next  time  elect  better  leaders." 

But  these  “leaders,"  stooges  of  impe- 
rialism, won’t  be  unelected  by  anyone. 
They  must  be  swept  away  by  the  power 
of  a mobilized  working  class.  That  is  the 
proletarian  political  revolution  that  we 
Trotskyists  call  for,  to  stop  the  forces  of 
counterrevolution,  to  prevent  hunger,  to 
reforge  the  Soviet  Union  on  internation- 
alist principles. 

The  crisis  wracking  the  Soviet  Union 
has  reached  a dangerous  turning  point. 
The  collectivized  economy  is  being  dis- 
membered. Production  is  disrupted  and 
grinding  to  a halt  in  many  enterprises. 
Rapacious  price  rises  imposed  by  Yeltsin 
and  his  cohorts  in  other  republics  are 
reducing  the  working  class  to  utter  pov- 
erty and  degradation.  The  lot  of  women, 
now  being  driven  out  of  the  workforce, 
is  descent  into  a living  hell.  The  dark 
forces  of  counterrevolution  are  fueling 
nationalist  fratricide  aimed  at  tearing 
apart  and  smashing  the  multinational 
Soviet  working  class. 

Now  we  see  blood  on  the  streets  of 
Moscow.  And  it  will  get  only  bloodier 
as  the  Yeltsin  gang  gains  in  confidence. 

Some,  like  the  Russian  Communist 
Workers  Party  (RKRP),  say  the  Soviet 
Army  “is  our  last  hope."  Yes,  many  sol- 
diers and  officers  within  the  Soviet 
armed  forces  remain  loyal  to  the  ideals 
of  socialism  and  to  the  workers  state. 
But  to  preserve  the  multinational  Soviet 
state  and  army  requires  defending  the 
socialized  property  upon  which  it  was 
created.  The  hope  for  reversing  the  tide 
of  counterrevolution  lies  in  organizing 
the  workers,  soldiers  and  collective 
farmers  into  soviets,  and  forging  a rev- 
olutionary leadership  which  aims  to 
return  to  the  liberating  and  egalitarian 
goals  of  the  October  Revolution.  When 
the  working  class  moves  into  struggle, 
pro-socialist  sections  of  the  army  and 
militia  will  certainly  follow  suit. 

But  in  this  crisis,  sinister  elements  are 
seeking  to  appeal  to  the  desperation  of 
the  working  people.  Beware  of  fascistic 
Zhirinovsky,  who  openly  spews  poison- 
ous anti-Semitism!  Beware  of  Maka- 
shov, whose  presidential  bid  last  year 
was  endorsed  by  the  fascist  blackshirts 
of  Pamyat!  Beware  of  Nevzorov,  whose 
populist  words  hide  a program  of  mon- 
archist reaction!  Beware  of  Alksnis,  who 
is  no  communist  but  wants  to  impose 
the  market  on  the  Soviet  peoples,  along 
the  lines  of  the  "Chilean  model" — iron- 
fisted  repression!  They  are  organizing 
for  Rutskoi,  who  would  be  bonaparte. 

Beware  all  those  who  seek  to  di- 
vide the  multinational  working  people 
through  chauvinism  and  racism!  The 
poison  of  anti-Semitism  is  the  tool  of 
the  would-be  bourgeois  slavemasters  to 
divide  and  cripple  the  workers’  struggle. 
Was  it  a coincidence  that  on  Army  Day 
the  militia  aimed  its  truncheons  against 
youth  bearing  red  flags  and  portraits  of 
Lenin?  In  the  factories,  in  the  mines,  in 
the  collective  farms,  there  are  workers 
of  different  nationalities.  They  must 
come  together  in  proletarian  unity,  not 


be  rent  apart  in  nationalist  feuding. 
Nationalism  is  the  game  of  the  parasites 
and  capitalists! 

The  only  way  out  of  the  current  crisis 
is  through  revolutionary  working-class 
action.  In  the  summer  of  1917,  there  was 
also  a crisis  of  food  supplies.  The  capi- 
talists made  their  last-ditch  effort  to  hold 
on  to  power  and  force  the  revolutionary 
workers  into  submission  by  starving 
them.  Lenin  advanced  a way  forward.  In 
"The  Impending  Catastrophe  and  How 
to  Combat  It,"  he  insisted  that  the  only 
way  to  stop  the  capitalist  sabotage  was 
for  the  councils  of  elected  deputies  of 
the  workers  and  soldiers  to  take  the 
power,  to  take  control  of  production 
and  organize  distribution  of  food.  This 
pointed  directly  to  the  October  Revolu- 
tion, which  swept  away  the  exploiters. 

Today  new  exploiters  are  trying  to 
destroy  the  workers  state.  The  question 
is:  Who  will  prevail?  The  speculators, 
mafia  parasites,  entrepreneurs  and  the 
former  partocrats  seeking  to  become 
capitalists  by  selling  off  the  economy  to 
the  imperialists?  Or  the  working  class 
which  built  it  up  at  terrible  sacrifice? 

Through  their  own  independent  com- 
mittees, composed  of  delegates  elected 
by  the  enterprises,  the  working  people 
must  take  control  of  food  supplies  and 
oversee  distribution.  What  is  needed 
once  again  is  to  form  authentic  soviets, 
not  talk  shops  like  the  fake  soviets 
and  impotent  parliaments  of  today,  but 
organs  for  struggle  composed  of  depu- 
ties elected  by  and  recallable  to  the 
workplace  and  barracks.  Formed  into 
powerful  soviets — internationalist,  egal- 
itarian, revolutionary — the  working  peo- 
ple will  be  able  to  sweep  away  the  shaky 
regimes  of  the  capitalist-restorationists 
with  a flick  of  the  finger.  No  new  tsars — 
away  with  Yeltsin — for  a republic  of 


the  working  people! 

There  can  be  no  return  to  the  old  crap 
of  Stalinism.  Out  of  yesterday's  Stalin- 
ists come  today's  Yeltsinites.  The  era  of 
Brezhnev  paved  the  way  for  the  market 
reforms  of  Gorbachev,  which  in  turn  cat- 
apulted Yeltsin  into  power.  The  parasitic 
bureaucracy  ran  out  of  steam  and  is  spin- 
ning off  a layer  which  together  with  a 
new  generation  of  yuppies  wants  to  sell 
off  the  Soviet  Union.  And  for  that  they 
need  a strong  state  that  can  coin  blood 
into  profit. 

Under  the  leadership  of  a new  and 
genuine  Bolshevik  party,  modeled  on  the 
party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  workers  and 
soldiers  soviets  will  ensure  the  fullest 
workers  democracy,  according  full  rights 
to  all  parties  that  would  fight  in  the  name 
of  socialism.  To  build  a genuinely  col- 
lectivist society  capable  of  using  the  cre- 
ative forces  of  the  working  people,  the 
planned  economy  must  be  reconstructed 
and  revised  from  top  to  bottom,  purged 
of  all  favoritism  and  privilege,  of 
bureaucratism  and  arbitrariness.  From 
the  shopfloor  to  the  highest  echelons  of 
the  state,  decisive  power  must  rest  in  the 
hands  of  the  workers  and  their  elected 
representatives. 

Workers:  the  moment  is  growing  late. 
Do  not  wait  until  your  children  grow 
pale  from  hunger.  The  would-be  bosses 
are  taking  the  streets  of  Moscow  away 
from  you.  Form  authentic  soviets  now! 
Drive  out  the  restorationist  forces 
through  workers  political  revolution! 
Defeat  all  attempts  at  nationalist  fratri- 
cide— down  with  the  poison  of  anti- 
Semitism!  What  is  needed  urgently  is  to 
bring  together  the  cadre  of  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party,  dedicated  to  restoring 
the  proletarian  foundations  upon  which 
the  multinational  Soviet  workers  state 
was  built.  ■ 
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Ireland... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

anti-abortion  "right  to  life  of  the  unborn” 
in  the  Irish  constitution.  The  rabidly  anti- 
abortion SPUC  (Society  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  the  Unborn  Child)  has  harassed, 
sued  or  closed  down  clinics,  counselling 
centres  and  student  groups  printing  abor- 
tion information  in  college  handbooks. 
In  1986  a campaign  of  fear  squashed 
divorce  reforms.  In  March  1991  a gov- 
ernment proposal  to  lower  the  age  at 
which  a person  may  legally  purchase 
condoms  from  1 8 to  16  provoked  a storm 
of  outrage  from  Ireland’s  bishops.  These 
"crusades"  have  unleashed  a frenzy  of 
anti-woman  hatred  with  harsh  conse- 
quences: Anne  Lovett,  a frightened  preg- 
nant teenager,  died  with  her  baby  in  a 
grotto  where  she  hid  to  give  birth  in 
secrecy;  Joanne  Hayes,  falsely  accused 
of  infanticide,  was  grossly  framed  up  in 
the  1984  “Kerry  babies"  case. 

“New  World  Order” 

Anti-Woman  Bigotry 

The  “new  world  order"  onslaught  on 
abortion  rights  extends  far  beyond  the 
particular  viciousness  of  the  Irish  cleri- 
cal state.  The  same  nightmare  threatens 
and  blights  the  lives  of  women  in  the 
countries  of  Eastern  Europe  which  have 
fallen  victim  to  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion, such  as  Poland  and  East  Germany. 
Attacks  on  the  rights  of  women  world- 
wide are  the  inevitable  product  of  the 
capitalist  system  in  decay.  And  from 
Warsaw  to  Dublin,  from  Belfast  to  Tehe- 
ran, social  reaction,  chauvinism  and  cler- 
ical domination  are  the  handmaidens  of 
anti-communism.  The  Pope,  the  judges 
and  the  Ian  Paisleys  are  the  enemies  of 
working  people  and  profoundly  commit- 
ted to  the  enslavement  of  women. 

To  fight  for  women’s  liberation  must 
mean  a fight  for  the  defence  of  the  work- 
ers states  against  the  counterrevolution 
of  Yeltsin/Bush  and  for  worldwide  so- 
cialist revolution.  Those  fake-left  organ- 
isations such  as  the  Socialist  Workers 
Movement  (SWM)  and  the  Irish  Workers 
Group  which  aided  the  quest  for  an  impe- 
rialist "new  world  order,"  supporting 
Wall  Street’s  tool  Yeltsin  in  August  last 
year,  are  accomplices  of  the  system 
which  would  crucify  a pregnant  teenager. 

Now,  filled  with  angst  for  Ireland’s 
“international  reputation,”  the  denizens 
of  the  Dail  (Irish  parliament)  wriggle 
around  suggesting  a little  amendment  for 
"special  cases.”  Feminists  play  into  this 
crap,  as  if  only  victims  of  rape  deserve 
access  to  abortions.  Revoltingly,  the 
SWM  joins  this  bourgeois  clerical  main- 
stream with  the  subminimal  slogan: 
"Rape  victims  have  the  right  to  abor- 


tion." Of  course  they  do — and  so  does 
every  other  woman!  As  a journalist  wrote 
in  the  English  Tory  London  Sunday 
Times  (16  February): 

"Much  is  made  of  the  girl’s  claims  to 
have  been  raped.  It  is  an  emotive  added 
extra,  though  not  yet  proved  and  cer- 
tainly not  the  point.  The  point  is  that 
here  is  a child  who  is  pregnant  and  who 
wishes  not  to  be  . . but  the  law  of  her  land 
dictates  that  her  misery  may  not  be 
relieved.  This  is  not  even  an  illustration 
of  the  law  being  an  ass.  It  is  an  illustra- 
tion that  the  law  should  not  have  any 
role  to  play  in  the  issue  of  abortion.” 
Furthermore,  reactionary  "age  of  con- 
sent" laws  deny  young  women  access  to 


contraception  and  health  care.  Lower  the 
age  of  adulthood! 

Irish  president  Mary  “I  am  against 
abortion"  Robinson  is  part  and  parcel 
of  the  state  perpetrating  this  obscen- 
ity. Robinson,  the  front-runner  for  yet 
another  coalition  between  Labour  and 
the  bourgeois  opposition  party  Fine 
Gael,  supports  the  British  troops  occu- 
pying Northern  Ireland  and  is  a member 
of  the  anti-Communist  Trilateral  Com- 
mission, a Cold  War  cabal  whose  other 
members  include  Henry  Kissinger  and 
George  Bush.  Just  like  her  Labourite 
mentors,  she  is  a backer  of  the  Pro- 
gramme for  National  Recovery  and  its 
successor,  the  Plan  for  Economic  and 
Social  Progress,  austerity  pacts  which 
have  delivered  lower  wages  and  higher 
profits  over  the  last  few  years.  The  Dub- 
lin Spartacist  Youth  Group  said  “No  vote 


to  the  Robinson  popular  front"  when 
most  of  the  rest  of  the  left  was  cheering 
her  to  the  heavens. 

For  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

The  workers  must  rule  if  women  are 
to  be  free!  The  whole  gang,  from  the 
Fianna  Fail  crooks  to  the  Labour  Party 
lackeys,  must  be  swept  aside.  Likewise, 
the  crisis-ridden  Workers  Party,  which 
supports  the  presence  of  the  British 
imperialist  troops  in  the  North,  of  course 
backed  Robinson  and  has  lurched  right- 
ward  under  the  impact  of  the  collapse 


of  Stalinism  in  Eastern  Europe.  And  the 
pressure  of  bourgeois  and  Catholic  order 
extends  beyond  the  servile  reformist 
Labour  and  Workers  parties.  The  Irish 
republican  Sinn  Fein,  in  keeping  with 
their  nationalism,  have  repeatedly  re- 
fused to  approach  any  social  issue  that 
might  alienate  Catholic  reaction.  Thus 
one  of  the  most  bitterly  contested  de- 
bates at  the  recent  Sinn  Fein  conference 
was  over  abortion.  While  the  conference 
condemned  the  court’s  attempt  to  keep 
the  14-year-old  from  having  an  abortion, 
it  would  go  no  further  than  to  agree  that 
"no  woman  should  be  forced  by  state 
legislation  to  continue  with  a pregnancy 
as  a result  of  rape  or  incest”  ( Inde- 
pendent. 24  February). 

Fascistic  Unionists  of  the  Paisley  ilk 
feed  on  Northern  Protestant  fears  of 
Irish  Catholic  domination,  manipulating 


backward  workers’  anti-Catholic  preju- 
dices stirred  by  such  grotesque  cases  as 
this  one.  Meanwhile  the  Presbyterian 
churches  in  Ulster  vie  with  the  Cath- 
olic church  in  reaction.  It  was  their 
pressure  which  halted  the  extension  to 
Northern  Ireland  of  the  British  1967  act 
decriminalising  abortion,  forcing  North- 
ern women  to  join  the  thousands  from 
the  South  travelling  to  Britain  for  expen- 
sive abortions.  North  and  South,  the 
callous,  grinding  rule  of  the  religious 
bigots  must  be  smashed  so  that  no  more 
will  women  travel  in  secret  to  London 
for  their  rights,  no  more  will  people 
be  denied  something  as  simple  as  a 
Brook  Advisory  Clinic  for  the  most 
basic  information  and  counselling!  With 
its  20  percent  unemployment,  barbaric 
clericalism,  the  constant  cycle  of  British 
imperialist  repression  and  communal 
conflict  in  the  North,  Ireland — North 
and  South — cries  out  for  a proletarian 
solution.  The  elementary  demand  for  the 
immediate,  unconditional  withdrawal  of 
the  British  army  is  imperative  in  such  a 
perspective. 

Socialist  revolution  will  tear  down  the 
pro-British  Loyalist  masters  in  North- 
ern Ireland  and  the  rule  of  the  "gom- 
been" bourgeoisie  in  the  South,  the 
small-time,  small-town  capitalists  and 
exploiting  farmers,  bulwark  of  the  over- 
weening Catholic  church.  No  forcible 
unification!  For  an  Irish  workers  repub- 
lic within  a socialist  federation  of  the 
British  Isles!  The  industrialisation  and 
construction  of  a planned  economy  alone 
can  provide  the  quality  health  care  which 
will  make  abortion  and  contraception 
free  and  safe  for  all  women,  on  demand. 
Such  a society  would  provide  a job  for 
everyone  and  free  24-hour  childcare,  lay- 
ing the  material  basis  for  the  genuine 
liberation  of  women. 

The  workers  state  which  emerged  from 
the  1917  Russian  Revolution  abolished 
all  laws  restricting  rights  to  abortion  and 
divorce,  established  full  democratic 
rights  for  homosexuals  and  eliminated  all 
legal  distinctions  between  children  bom 
in  marriage  and  “illegitimate”  babies. 
Understanding  that  it  was  necessary  to 
replace  the  functions  of  the  oppressive 
institution  of  the  family  by  providing 
social  institutions  for  childcare  and  house- 
work, the  Bolsheviks  immediately  began 
to  establish  collective  creches  and  kitch- 
ens. As  tribune  of  the  people,  Lenin’s 
party  fought  too  against  all  forms  of 
national  and  special  oppression,  just  as 
here  the  official  discrimination  and  racist 
attacks  on  Travellers  must  be  smashed. 

The  DSYG  is  fighting  to  build  a party 
in  the  tradition  of  the  Bolsheviks,  a rev- 
olutionary party  to  lead  the  working 
class  in  the  overthrow  of  this  rotten  cap- 
italist system.  For  women's  liberation 
through  socialist  revolution!  ■ 


NYC  Demonstrators  Say: 
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Abortion  rights  protest  at  Irish  consulate  in  NYC,  21  February.  Spartacist 
speaker  said:  “The  onslaught  against  women's  rights  around  the  world 
is  part  and  parcel  of  the  drive  to  stabilize  a capitalist  system  in  decay.” 


Magic 

Johnson... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

countries.  AIDS  is  a fatal  and  as  yet 
incurable  disease  caused  by  a virus — not 
sin  or  any  kind  of  sex.  There  needs  to 
be  billions  of  dollars  provided  for  AIDS 
research  and  treatment.  But  what  AIDS 
sufferers  get  is  criminal  government 
neglect  and  official  anti-gay  bigotry. 
From  the  beginning  AIDS  has  been  used 
to  whip  up  anti-gay  hysteria.  Anti-gay 
bigotry  has  been  an  integral  component 
of  the  alarming  escalation  of  gay-hate 
bashings  and  murders  on  the  streets  of 
Australian  cities. 

The  intersection  of  anti-AIDS  bigotry 
and  racism  is  explosive.  Last  year,  after 
an  on-field  clash.  Aboriginal  star  foot- 
baller Chris  Lewis  was  singled  out  for 
a racist  media  slander  campaign  suggest- 
ing that  he  could  have  AIDS!  The  cow- 
ardly ignorant  racism  of  the  Australian 
basketballers  over  Magic  Johnson  is  writ 
large  in  the  barbaric  treatment  meted  out 
to  56  Chinese  "boat  people"  refugees  in 
January  by  the  ALP  government.  They 
were  incarcerated  in  the  Port  Hedland 


Immigration  Department  concentration 
camp,  five  crew  members  were  put  in 
solitary  confinement  in  Darwin  jail  and 
their  boat  was  burned.  On  the  pretext  of 
the  risk  of  “disease,"  a veiled  invocation 
of  "White  Australia’s"  fear  of  invasion 
from  the  north  by  the  Asian  masses,  the 
venal,  racist  Australian  ruling  class  seeks 
to  enforce  “racial  purity”  with  Immigra- 
tion Department  concentration  camps. 
They’ve  looted  the  economy  and  increas- 
ingly fear  becoming  what  they  call  the 
“white  trash  of  Asia." 

In  1983  we  described  "little  Australia" 
social-democratic  nationalism  as  not 
only  "white  racist,  but  proud  of  its  bru- 
tally male  chauvinist  and  self-indulgent 
parochial  philistine  ‘national  charac- 
ter’— best  described  as  the  culture  of 
white  pigs"  (Women  and  Revolution,  No. 
26,  Spring  1983).  The  years-long  state 
and  media-run  persecution  of  Lindy 
Chamberlain  plumbed  the  depths  of  anti- 
woman chauvinism.  And  recently  a 
Victorian  Court  ruled  that  it  was  "less 
heinous"  to  rape  a prostitute  than  a "hap- 
pily married  woman."  Sex  and  disease 
is  a potent  mix  for  reactionaries  who 
welcome  AIDS  to  instill  fear  as  part  of 
a repressive  drive  to  regiment  the  pop- 
ulation for  war. 

The  outrage  against  Magic  Johnson, 


like  that  against  the  Chinese  refugees,  is 
a result  of  the  racist  ideology  which  is 
pushed  by  the  bosses  and  their  labour 
lieutenants  to  divide  the  working  class 
and  shore  up  the  rotting  foundations  of 
White  Australia  capitalism.  The  Sparta- 
cist League  sets  as  its  task  the  building 
of  an  internationalist  multiracial  work- 
ers party  built  in  struggle  to  split  the 
ALP’s  working-class  base  from  the  pro- 


capitalist tops  and  mobilising  the  power 
of  the  working  class  to  fight  for  socialist 
revolution.  Only  then  we  will  be  assured 
of  a world  in  which  bigotry  has  no  place 
and  society’s  resources  will  be  placed  at 
the  service  of  the  working  people,  in- 
cluding to  treat  and  find  a cure  for  ravag- 
ing diseases  like  AIDS.  For  a workers 
republic  of  Australia,  part  of  a socialist 
Asia!  ■ 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Marxist  Working-Class  Biweekly  of  the  Spartacist  League 


□ $7/24  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard 
(includes  English-language  Spartacist) 

□ New  □ Renewal 

International  rates 

$25/24  issues — Airmail  $7/24  issues  — Seamall 

□ $2/4  issues  of  Spartacist  (edicidn  en  espahol) 


□ $3/3  issues  of 
Women  and  Revolution 

□ $2/10  introductory  issues 
of  Workers  Vanguard 
(includes  English-language 
Spartacist) 


Name 

Address 


Apt  #. 


Phone  ( ) 


City. 


State 


Zip. 


Make  checka  payable/mall  to:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 


6 MARCH  1992 


15 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Farrell/Photocall 


Dublin,  22  February:  Singer  Sinead  O'Connor  at  head  of  demonstration  of  5,000  protesting  Irish  government's  anti-abortion  law. 


— Teen  Tormented  by  Clerical  State  — 

Abortion  Battle  Shakes  Ireland 


The  following  article  is  adapted  from 
“ Workers  Must  Rule  in  Ireland  If  Women 
Are  to  Be  Free,"  a leaflet  distributed  by 
the  Dublin  Spartacist  Youth  Group  at 
a February  22  protest  in  Dublin  and 
published  in  Workers  Hammer  No.  128 
(March-April  1992),  newspaper  of  the 
Spartacist  League! Britain.  Our  Dublin 
comrades  participated  in  the  mass  pro- 
tests. demanding,  "Down  with  the  in- 
junction now!  For  free  abortion  and 
contraception  on  demand!  For  the  right 
of  divorce!  For  the  complete  separation 
of  church  and  state!" 

On  February  27,  the  Irish  Supreme 
Court  overturned  a lower-court  ruling 
banning  a pregnant  14-year-old  from 


obtaining  an  abortion  anywhere  in  the 
world.  In  an  unspeakable  outrage,  a gov- 
ernment injunction  had  banned  the  young 
woman,  who  says  she  was  raped,  from 
leaving  the  country  for  nine  months.  It 
was  a bald  attempt  by  the  Catholic  church 
and  the  Irish  state  to  bolster  the  consti- 
tutional ban  on  abortion  and  impose  a 
virtual  house  arrest  on  thousands  of 
women  who  are  forced  to  seek  abortions 
outside  of  the  country  every  year.  Such 
is  the  grip  of  cruel  superstition  on  this 
savage  and  unthinking  society  that  a 
judge  ruled  the  girl’s  vow  to  commit  sui- 
cide “much  less  and  of  a different  order 
of  magnitude  than  the  certainty  that  the 
life  of  the  unborn  will  be  terminated” 
(New  York  Times,  19  February). 


Throwing  into  stark  relief  the  de- 
praved. corrupt  and  repressive  charac- 
ter of  the  Irish  clerical  state’s  capitalist 
rulers,  the  case  triggered  opposition 
among  broad  layers  of  the  population, 
threatening  to  backfire  on  the  wretched 
gang  lording  it  over  the  working  peo- 
ple. Thousands  demonstrated  in  Dublin, 
with  smaller  protests  at  the  Irish  consu- 
lates in  London  and  New  York. 

Front-page  headlines  in  bourgeois 
newspapers  across  the  world  riveted 
attention  on  Ireland.  The  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  (2  March)  editorialized:  “The 
Irish  people,  whom  polls  show  to  sup- 
port a liberalization  of  the  abortion  law, 
should  not  permit  this  issue  to  be  swept 
under  the  rug."  Opposition  from  other 


Common  Market  countries  threatened 
the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in 
subsidies  Ireland  receives.  It  was  a polit- 
ical crisis  which  the  week-old  coalition 
government  of  prime  minister  Albert 
Reynolds,  member  of  the  ruling  Fianna 
Fail  (Soldiers  of  Destiny),  could  not 
afford,  and  so  the  police-state  "morality" 
of  clerical  reaction  judged  it  prudent  to 
back  down  this  time. 

But  while  the  Catholic  hierarchy  kept 
a back  seat  on  this  one,  its  overween- 
ing influence  in  Irish  politics  sets  the 
basic  framework.  The  Catholic  church 
and  its  allies  won  every  major  “moral" 
battle  of  the  eighties.  They  forced  and 
won  the  1983  referendum  to  enshrine  the 
continued  on  page  15 


Australian  Trotskyists  Denounce 

Outrageous  Bigotry 
Against  Magic  Johnson 


Magic  Johnson  at  the  1992  NBA  All-Star  game. 


The  following  protest  statement  by 
our  comrades  of  the  Spartacist  League 
of  Australia  was  issued  as  a leaflet  on 
February  7. 

Australian  national  basketball  team 
players  Phil  Smyth  and  Ray  Borner, 
backed  up  by  the  team’s  medical  director 
Brian  Sando,  last  month  sparked  an 
international  outcry  by  refusing  to  play 
in  the  Barcelona  Olympics  against  black 
American  basketball  superstar  Magic 
Johnson  because  he  is  HIV  positive. 
Johnson's  courageous  decision  to  an- 
nounce that  he  was  infected  with  the 


AIDS  virus  brought  the  tragedy  of  AIDS 
home  to  millions  around  the  world. 
Johnson  is  a basketball  genius,  one  of 
the  very  few  who  changed  the  way 
basketball  is  played.  Not  only  are 
Smyth,  Borner  and  Sando  backwoods 
racists,  they’re  chickenshit.  scared  that 
this  powerful  black  man  with  the  HIV 
virus  will  make  them  look  like  lead- 
footed losers.  The  scornful  outrage  of 
millions  worldwide  was  expressed  by  the 
chief  medical  adviser  to  the  Common- 
wealth on  AIDS,  Professor  Ian  Gust,  who 
said,  "On  current  knowledge,  my  esti- 
mate of  the  chance  of  contracting  AIDS 


playing  basketball  is  the  same  as  being 
kicked  to  death  by  a duck.  And  that  is 
a serious  statement"  (The  Age,  25  Jan- 
uary). To  their  credit  Basketball  Aus- 
tralia sent  a letter  of  apology  to  Magic 
Johnson,  inviting  him  to  lead  an  NBA 
all-stars  team  in  a game  against  the 
Boomers  in  Canberra. 

The  outrageous  outburst  against 
Magic  Johnson  is  a reflection  of  the 
deep-going  racism  and  chauvinism  of 
capitalist  White  Australia.  Straight- 
faced,  Foreign  Minister  Evans  said:  "I 
am  outraged  that  a comment  by  a person 
who  has  no  authority  to  talk  for  Australia 


should  have  put  at  risk  Australia’s  excel- 
lent reputation  for  common  sense  and 
balance  in  relation  to  AIDS"  (New  York 
Times,  25  January).  Common  sense  and 
balance?  From  Gareth  Evans  and  his 
ALP  (Australian  Labor  Party)  govern- 
ment?! Prospective  immigrants  to  Aus- 
tralia. who  are  compulsorily  tested  for 
HIV  and  disqualified  if  they  test  posi- 
tive. know  otherwise.  So  do  working 
people,  the  poor.  Aborigines  and  AIDS 
sufferers,  who  after  a decade  of  capitalist 
austerity  get  medical  services  not  much 
better  than  those  of  many  third  world 
continued  on  page  15 
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Pentagon  Dreams  of 
New  “American  Century” 


In  a leaked  memorandum  intended 
to  “set  the  nation’s  direction  for  the 
next  century."  the  Defense  Department 
and  Pentagon  spell  out  their  meg- 
alomaniacal  vision  of  the  United  States 
as  the  No.  1 imperialist  power  in  the 
world.  The  world  they  visualize  is  a 
global  empire  lorded  over  by  the  iron 
fist  of  U S.  military  might,  intervening 
at  will  to  crush  aay  country  that  gets 
out  of  line.  High  on  the  agenda  of 
the  Pentagon  war  planners,  embold- 


ened by  the  collapse  of  Stalinism  in 
East  Europe  and  the  ascendancy  of 
counterrevolutionary  forces  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  is  completing  the  task  of 
"rolling  back  Communism"  in  Cuba, 
North  Korea  and  the  Soviet  Union 
itself.  More  generally,  the  U.S.  grand 
strategists  propose  to  enforce  a "new 
order"  in  which  "potential  competitors" 
arc  convinced  that  "they  need  not 
aspire  to  a greater  role."  But  the  crum- 
bling U.S.  economy  can  hardly  support 


these  grandiose  ambitions. 

Of  course,  the  Pentagon’s  fantasy  is 
nothing  new.  but  the  administration 
was  embarrassed  to  see  it  in  print  and 
quickly  began  backpeddling.  Bush’s 
ruthless  destruction  of  Iraq  and  massa- 
cre of  more  than  100.000  Iraqis  was 
intended  to  be  a declaration  to  the 
world  of  U.S.  imperialist  hegemony. 
Yet  for  all  their  bold  swaggering,  the 
Pentagon  planners  keep  looking  over 
their  shoulder  at  their  imperialist 


"allies."  Their  “first  objective"  is  to 
"prevent  the  emergence  of  a new  rival." 
precluding  "the  emergence  of  any 
potential  future  global  competitor."  But 
for  those  who  get  too  uppity,  there  is 
the  "deterrent  hedge”  of  the  U.S. 
nuclear  weapons  arsenal! 

The  cement  which  held  together 
the  post-World  War  II  imperialist  alli- 
ance under  U.S.  hegemony  was  anti- 
Sovietism.  Even  under  conservative 
Stalinist  rule,  the  bureaucratically  de- 
generated workers  state  has  been  the 
main  object  of  imperialist  hostility — a 
constant  ever  since  the  Bolsheviks, 
under  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  took  power 
in  the  name  of  world  socialist  revolu- 
tion in  October  1917.  It  was  as  forward 
bastions  against  the  “Soviet  threat"  that 
the  U.S.  favored  the  reindustrialization 
continued  on  page  13 


Restoring  Capitalism  Without  Capital? 

East  Europe:  Nationalism 
and  Counterrevolution 


Fratricidal 
slaughter 
between 
Croats  and 
Serbs  in 
Yugoslavia 
is  harbinger 
of  things 
to  come. 


Capitalist  counterrevolution  is  bring- 
ing untold  misery  to  the  working  people 
of  East  Europe,  while  in  the  Soviet 
Union  the  counterrevolutionary  offen- 
sive is  provoking  utter  economic  col- 
lapse. From  Poland  to  Yugoslavia,  eco- 
nomic “shock  treatments”  dictated  by 
Western  bankers  have  produced  massive 
unemployment  and  hyperinflation.  Large 
factories  have  closed  down  while  soup 
kitchens  open  up.  Homelessness  and 
criminal  gangs  now  haunt  the  streets  of 
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Warsaw,  Prague  and  Budapest.  Eco- 
nomic output  in  East  Europe  has  fallen 
25  percent  over  the  past  three  years,  a 
decline  comparable  to  that  in  the  United 
States  during  the  Great  Depression  of 
the  1930s.  A ridiculously  "optimistic” 
forecast  by  the  Washington-based  World 
Bank  projects  that  not  until  1996  will 
per  capita  income  return  to  the  level 
of  1989,  the  year  that  Mikhail  Gorba- 
chev abandoned  East  Europe  to  the 
ravages  of  Wall  Street  and  the  Frankfurt 
banks. 

For  all  their  desperate  efforts  to  re- 
store capitalism  after  the  Stalinist  bu- 
reaucracies collapsed,  the  counterrevo- 
lutionary regimes  in  East  Europe  have 
not  yet  succeeded  in  cohering  a new  cap- 
italist class.  The  petty  entrepreneurs — 
taxi  drivers,  shopkeepers,  household 
repairmen — out  to  make  a fast  buck 
in  Warsaw  and  Budapest  hardly  have 
the  money  to  buy  the  nationalized  steel 
mills,  textile  factories  and  coal  mines 
now  up  for  sale.  Harvard’s  Jeffrey  Sachs, 
the  mastermind  of  Poland’s  economic 
"shock  treatment."  told  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Economics  Associa- 
tion that  "privatization  in  Eastern  Europe 
has  been  a debacle”  ( New  York  Times. 
6 January). 

And  while  Western  businessmen  hail 
the  restoration  of  private  property  in  East 
Europe,  they  aren't  putting  their  money 
where  their  mouth  is.  Apart  from  a few 


well-publicized  deals  like  Volkswagen’s 
takeover  of  the  Czech  Skoda  works 
(for  one-tenth  its  real  value)  and  GE’s 
purchase  of  the  Hungarian  light  bulb 
manufacturer  Tungsram,  Western  invest- 
ment is  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 
The  Solidamosc  government  of  Poland, 
which  pioneered  the  privatization  drive 
over  two  years  ago,  has  managed  to  sell 
20  out  of  7,500  state-owned  enterprises, 
The  business  editor  of  the  London  Econ- 
omist observed  caustically  that  at  the 
present  rate  it  will  take  30  years  for 
Poland,  Czechoslovakia  and  Hungary  to 
privatize  half  their  nationalized  industry! 

Without  the  social  base  of  a genuine 
bourgeoisie,  such  as  existed  in  West  Ger- 
many for  the  takover  of  the  DDR  (East 
Germany),  aggressive  nationalism  has 
been  both  the  driving  force  for  capital- 
ist restoration  in  East  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  a product  of  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary drive.  From  Walesa’s 
Poland  to  Milosevic’s  Serbia,  nationalist 
demagogy — usually  linked  to  aggressive 
religious  reaction — is  being  used  to  turn 


working-class  anger  over  economic  im- 
miseration  against  neighboring  peoples 
and  minority  communities,  to  break  up 
the  old  military  cadre  (as  in  Yugoslavia), 
to  purge  any  remaining  "reds”  from 
government  posts  and  economic  admin- 
istration, and  to  forge  a new  state  appa- 
ratus unambiguously  loyal  to  a bourgeois 
order. 

From  the  Baltic  to  the  Adriatic.  East 
Europe  is  threatened  with  wars  of  ter- 
ritorial aggrandizement,  bloody  border 
conflicts  and  intercommunal  massacres 
among  the  region’s  heavily  interpene- 
trated peoples.  Anti-Semitism  is  on  the 
rise,  while  Gypsies  have  been  attacked 
by  fascist  skinheads  in  Romania.  Hun- 
gary. Czechoslovakia  and  Poland.  The 
grisly  communal  war  between  Azeris 
and  Armenians  over  the  Caucasian  re- 
gion of  Nagorno-Karabakh  and  the  terri- 
torial war  between  Serbia  and  Croatia 
are  harbingers  of  things  to  come — unless 
counterrevolution  is  defeated  by  prole- 
tarian political  revolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  the  shaky  capitalist  regimes 


now  at  the  helm  in  East  Europe  are  over- 
thrown by  the  working  class  under  a gen- 
uinely communist  (Leninist-Trotskyist) 
leadership. 

Nationalism  Fuels 
Economic  Collapse 

It  has  become  fashionable  for  the 
Western  bourgeois  media — whether  lib- 
eral or  right-wing — to  express  contempt 
for  the  feuding  nationalisms  in  post- 
Slalinist  East  Europe.  The  establishment 
New  York  Times  (13  October  1991) 
decries  "Old  Tribal  Rivalries  in  East- 
ern Europe,"  while  the  liberal  London 
Guardian  (28  September  1991)  moral- 
izes, "Irresponsible  Leaders  Exacerbate 
the  Ethnic  Tensions  of  Eastern  Europe." 
What  gall!  For  decades  these  influential 
imperialist  organs  and  their  political 
masters  in  Washington  and  London  ful- 
somely  supported  reactionary  East  Euro- 
pean nationalists  in  order  to  break  up 
the  Soviet  bloc. 

Now.  however,  the  breakup  of  the 
continued  on  page  10 
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Joe  Doherty 
Deported  to  H-Block 


After  eight  years  of  trying,  the  U.S. 
government  finally  shipped  Irish  Repub- 
lican fighter  Joe  Doherty  back  to  the 
infamous  H-Block  torture  chamber  in 
Northern  Ireland.  At  3:30  a.m.  on  Feb- 
ruary 19.  federal  agents  operating  under 
the  cover  of  darkness  abducted  Doherty 
from  prison  in  Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
hauled  him  to  Washington.  D.C..  flew 
him  to  Maine  and  then  put  their  chained 
prisoner  on  a waiting  Royal  Air  Force 
plane  which  transported  him  to  London. 
Now  Doherty  is  back  in  the  Belfast  dun- 
geon he  escaped  from  over  a decade  ago. 
His  supporters  rightly  fear  that  one  day 
soon  a newspaper  headline  may  report 
that  Doherty  has  been  killed  in  a prison 
“accident"  or  “suicide.” 

In  1980,  Doherty  survived  an  ambush 
by  British  SAS  commandos  in  Belfast 
only  to  be  convicted  in  a non-jury  star 


chamber  trial  for  the  killing  of  one  of 
his  would-be  assassins.  He  escaped  to 
the  U.S.  and  was  arrested  by  immigra- 
tion cops  in  1983  (see  “Political  Asylum 
for  Joe  Doherty!"  WV  No.  543,  24  Jan- 
uary). For  the  next  eight  years  the  Rea- 
gan/Bush administrations  and  their  sin- 
ister British  ally,  "Iron  Lady"  Margaret 
Thatcher,  conspired  to  return  Doherty 
to  his  would-be  executioners.  The  deliv- 
ery of  Doherty  is  the  rotten  payoff  for 
Thatcher's  enthusiastic  support  to  U.S. 
imperialism’s  state  terrorism  around  the 
world,  including  the  barbaric  attack  on 
Libya  in  1986. 

Following  his  arrest  Doherty  spent  the 
next  3,000  days  in  jail — without  ever 
being  charged  with  any  offense  in  the 
U.S.  And  for  3,000  days  the  Reagan/ 
Bush  administrations  contemptuously 
trampled  on  U.S.  laws,  flouted  multiple 


The  Hungarian  Soviet  Republic 
of  1919 

Under  the  impact  of  defeat  in  the  first 
imperialist  world  war  and  the  ensuing  politi- 
cal chaos,  there  arose  in  Hungary  a Soviet 
republic  inspired  by  Bolshevik  Russia.  This 
nascent  workers  state  was  overthrown  after 
three  months- in  a bloody  counterrevolution 
orchestrated  by  the  Western  "democratic" 
imperialists.  The  constitution  of  the  Soviet 
republic  expressed  the  organic  link  between 
the  expropriation  of  the  capitalist  exploiters,  proletarian  state  power  and  socialist 
internationalism. 

Sec.  4.  For  the  sake  of  checking  exploitation  and  organizing  and  increasing  pro- 
duction the  Soviet  Republic  aims  to  transmit  all  the  means  of  production  into  the 
possession  of  the  society  of  the  workers.  To  this  end  it  shall  lake  over  as  public 
property  all  industrial,  mining,  and  transportation  establishments  exceeding  retail 
dimensions.... 

Sec.  7.  In  order  to  insure  the  power  of  the  toiling  masses,  and  in  order  to  thwart 
the  reestablishment  of  the  power  of  the  exploiters,  the  Soviet  Republic  shall  arm  the 
workers  and  disarm  the  exploiters.  The  Red  Army  shall  form  the  class-army  of  the 
proletariat.... 

Sec.  11.  The  Soviet  Republic  shall  preserve  the  true  freedom  of  conscience  of  the 
workers  by  complete  separation  of  church  and  state  and  of  church  and  school.  Every- 
one may  exercise  his  own  religion  freely. 

Sec.  12.  The  Soviet  Republic  proclaims  the  proposition  of  the  unification  of  the 
proletarians  of  all  lands  and,  therefore,  grants  to  every  foreign  proletarian  the  same 
rights  that  are  due  to  the  proletarians  of  Hungary. 

Sec.  13.  In  the  Hungarian  Soviet  Republic  every  foreign  revolutionist  shall  possess 
the  right  of  asylum. 

Sec.  14.  The  Hungarian  Soviet  Republic  recognizes  no  differences  of  race  or 
nationality.  It  shall  not  permit  any  form  of  oppression  of  national  minorities  nor  any 
abridgment  of  the  use  of  their  language.  Everyone  shall  be  permitted  to  use  his  mother 
tongue  freely,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  officials  to  accept  any  document  written 
in  any  language  in  use  in  Hungary,  to  hear  everyone  in  his  native  tongue,  and  to  deal 
with  him  in  that  tongue. 

— “The  Constitution  of  the  Hungarian  Socialist  Federated  Soviet  Republic"  (1919) 
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court  decisions  and  scoffed  at  inter- 
national norms  to  make  sure  their  British 
allies  got  their  package.  After  a federal 
court  ruled  early  on  that  Doherty  could 
hot  be  extradited  for  a “political  offense" 
under  the  existing  treaty,  Thatcher  and 
Reagan  modified  the  treaty  and  attempt- 
ed to  apply  it  retroactively.  That,  too, 
was  struck  down  by  the  courts. 

At  each  and  every  step  the  government 
was  foiled  until  the  reactionary  Rehn- 
quist  Supreme  Court  slammed  the  door 
in  Doherty’s  face,  ruling  in  January  that 
he  had  no  right  even  to  a hearing  on  his 
request  for  political  asylum.  Nor  was  he 
to  have  any  other  rights.  Under  immi- 
gration law  allowing  deportees  to  choose 
their  destination,  Doherty  had  a well- 
established  legal  right  to  avoid  return  to 
Britain.  (Earlier  he  requested  to  be  sent 
to  Ireland,  but  when  the  Dublin  govern- 
ment signed  a treaty  with  London  in 
1987  which  included  an  extradition 
clause  aimed  at  IRA  supporters.  Doherty 
demanded  an  asylum  hearing  instead.) 
But  no  such  law  was  going  to  stop 
the  "Justice"  Department  from  turning 
Doherty  over  to  the  murderers  of  so 
many  of  his  comrades.  As  an  outraged 
letter  by  Mount  Holyoke  College  pro- 
fessor Christopher  Pyle  to  the  New  York 
Times  (19  February)  put  it:  “the  Supreme 
Court  has  just  endorsed  the  executive’s 
power  to  deport  Mr.  Doherty  to  a country 
of  its  choice,  thereby  turning  deportation 


IRA  militant  Joe  Doherty,  deported  on 
February  19  to  British  dungeon  in 
Northern  Ireland. 


into  executive  extradition.” 

The  Spartacist  League  and  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  have  steadfastly 
opposed  British  imperialism’s  brutal 
repression  and  systematic  policy  of  cold- 
blooded execution  of  IRA  and  other  Irish 
Catholic  militants.  Most  recently,  in  a 
well-planned  trap,  the  SAS  killed  four 
IRA  youth  in  County  Tyrone  as  they  tried 
to  surrender;  and  on  February  4.  an  off- 
duty  member  of  the  Royal  Ulster  Con- 
stabulary gunned  down  three  Sinn  Fein 
activists  in  their  Belfast  office.  Free  Joe 
Doherty  and  all  victims  of  British  impe- 
rialist repression! 

* * * 

Forgotten  amid  numerous  articles 
announcing  the  anniversary  of  the  U.S.' 
brutal  devastation  of  Iraq  is  any  mention 
of  the  young  men  and  women  in  the 
military  who  courageously  refused  to  be 
part  of  Desert  Slaughter.  Over  20  Gls 
who  refused  to  join  in  the  mass  murder 
of  Iraqi  men,  women  and  children  remain 
in  military  jails.  Among  those  still  be- 
hind bars  are  Dr.  Yolanda  Huet-Vaughn. 
a 40-year-old  Mexican  American  mother 
of  two  serving  a two-and-a-half-year 
sentence;  Salvadoran  native  Enrique 
Gonzalez,  also  doing  two  and  a half  years 
for  desertion;  and  Erik  Larsen,  a prom- 
inent speaker  at  Bay  Area  antiwar  rallies, 
who  was  sentenced  to  six  months  and 
continued  on  page  13 


St.  Patrick’s  Day  Bigotry 


Once  again  this  year,  as  far  as  New 
York  City’s  Ancient  Order  of  Hiber- 
nians was  concerned,  "No  gays  need 
apply."  The  sponsors  of  NYC’s  annual 
St.  Patrick’s  Day  parade  dug  in  hard 
to  ban  the  Irish  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Organization  (ILGO)  from  marching. 
Last  year,  the  gay  group  as  well  as 
Mayor  David  Dinkins  were  booed 
and  pelted  with  full  beer  cans  when 
they  stepped  off  as  part  of  another 
contingent.  This  year,  NYC’s  Cardi- 
nal O'Connor,  the  patron  archbishop 
of  anti-abortion  bigots,  orchestrated 
the  exclusion  of  the  gays.  In  the  end. 
the  ILGO  held  their  own  high-spirited 
march  before  the  official  parade,  then 
protested  from  the  sidelines  as  endless 
contingents  of  cops  and  Hibernian 
notables  went  past. 

The  Ancient  Hibernians  presented 
the  event  as  a celebration  of  clerical 
reaction.  And  they  are  increasingly 
out  of  step  with  a younger  generation 
of  immigrants  from  Ireland,  where 
thousands  protested  recently  against 
the  government’s  anti-abortion  ban. 
Even  in  County  Cork,  gays  marched 
in  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  parade.  But 
in  Boston  on  March  15,  two  dozen 
members  of  a gay  group,  who  had 
won  a court  order  allowing  them  to 
march,  ran  a gauntlet  of  hatred  and 
jeers  in  South  Boston,  that  hotbed  of 
reaction  where  a decade  ago  racist 


mobs  stoned  young  blacks  in  school 
buses  to  head  off  integration  of  the 
schools. 

If  the  Irish  gays  want  to  march,  why 
shouldn’t  they?  The  annual  green  beer 
blast  isn’t  everybody's  favorite  event, 
but  it’s  abominable  for  people  to  be 
banned  because  of  their  sexual  orien- 
tation. It  wasn't  so  long  ago  that  all 
Irish  were  viciously  discriminated 
against  in  this  country  ("men  wanted, 
no  Irish  need  apply"),  as  upper-class 
Protestants  kept  them  out  of  their 
neighborhoods  (except  as  servants), 
while  fascist  terrorists  like  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  went  after  Catholics  and 
immigrants  as  well  as  blacks.  But  it’s 
dangerous  to  appeal  to  the  racist,  reac- 
tionary capitalist  courts  to  arbitrate 
who  gets  to  march. 

What’s  going  on  here  is  a referen- 
dum on  anti-gay  bigotry.  What  has 
historically  been  a quasi-public  ethnic 
celebration  has  been  rebaptized  as  a 
religious  event.  However,  appealing 
to  the  government  to  force  the  for- 
mally private  sponsors  of  the  parade 
to  allow  the  ILGO  in  it  could  set  a 
precedent  allowing  the  government  to 
interfere  in  political  protests.  In  fact, 
when  it  comes  to  abortion  rights  many 
activists  sympathetic  to  the  Irish 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  often 
chant  things  like  “Not  the  church, 
continued  on  page  13 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


The  new  "Tombs"  holding  pen  jail  in  NYC.  Prisons  are  the  main  “growth 
Industry”  in  the  U.S.  today. 


We  commented  a few  weeks  ago 
on  mounting  evidence  of  a ten- 
dency toward  a police  state  in  the 
•U.S.— restricting  rights  to  new  trial 
when  the  state  withholds  evidence; 
granting  the  feds  a license  to  lie  to  people 
to  set  them  up.  even  though  it's  a crime 
for  people  to  lie  to  them;  and  strong- 
arming  scientists  who  dare  to  question 
the  accuracy  of  genetic  DNA  “evidence” 
(see  "Creeping  Police  State."  WV  No. 
543.  24  January).  The  beat.  alas,  goes  on. 

In  the  New  York  Times  ( I inarch)  an 
article  headlined,  "Colombian  Accused 
as  Drug  Figure  Draws  6- Year  Term  for 
Giving  a False  Name."  Last  fall,  a 26- 
year-old  Colombian.  Dandeny  Munoz 
Mosquera.  was  surrounded  by  federal 
officers  with  drawn  guns  at  a pay  phone 
in  Queens  and  thrown  in  jail.  Although 
the  press  refers  to  him  as  a sicario  (hit- 
man) nicknamed  "La  Quica.”  Munoz 
insisted  in  court  that  he  had  "never  com- 
mitted any  crimes."  Nevertheless,  six 
months  later  Judge  Jack  B.  Weinstein  of 
federal  district  court  in  Brooklyn  sen- 
tenced Munoz  to  six  years  in  prison — 
with  the  only  evidence  against  him  being 
that  he  allegedly  gave  a false  name  to 
the  feds  when  they  arrested  him! 

The  U.S.  Attorney  in  Brooklyn. 
Andrew  J.  Maloney,  of  course  claims  he 
has  "Firm  evidence  from  Colombia"  that 
the  man  was  on  a vicious  drug  cartel 
mission.  But  as  the  Times  noted,  "teams 
of  Federal  agents  in  New  York,  Miami. 
Los  Angeles  and  Washington  were 
unable  to  confirm  such  a mission  or  to 
identify  its  target."  Meanwhile,  Judge 
Weinstein  is  charging  Munoz  $1,500  a 
month  for  the  cost  of  incarcerating  him 
in  a maximum-security  prison!  Shades 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Nottingham. 

Once  in  the  system,  don't  count  on 
proving  your  innocence  to  get  out.  "Can 
They  Execute  the  Innocent?  Probably," 


headlined  a chilling  Times  op-ed  piece 
the  same  day.  In  the  Kafkaesque  night- 
mare of  the  U.S.  prison  system,  what 
small  gains  advocates  of  prisoners' 
rights  have  won  are  now  being  slashed. 
The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  sought  to 
restrict  habeas  corpus  appeals  of  death 
sentences.  Now  a case  has  come  up  in 


which  a Texas  death  row  prisoner, 
Leonel  Herrera,  presented  evidence  that 
his  brother  confessed  to  the  killing  of 
two  cops,  and  moreover  his  brother’s  son 
saw  it.  The  Supreme  Court  agreed  to  hear 
the  case,  but  refused  to  stay  his  execu- 
tion! The  Texas  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeals  did  finally  stop  the  killing,  lit- 


erally minutes  before  it  was  to  be  carried 
out.  The  Supreme  Court  will  now  rule 
on  whether,  as  the  appeals  court  claimed, 
innocence  is  constitutionally  irrelevant. 
They’ve  already  made  clear  that  the 
actual  life  or  death  of  the  prisoner  is. 

In  another  Texas  case,  the  physical 
castration  of  a black  man  is  once  again 
being  considered.  In  Houston,  28-year- 
old  Steve  Allen  Butler  initially  agreed 
to  have  his  testicles  cut  off  instead  of 
receiving  a prison  sentence  for  charges 
of  sexual  assault.  This  "deal"  was  sug- 
gested by  his  lawyer,  who  knew  that 
Judge  Michael  McSpadden  was  an  advo- 
cate of  castration.  This  barbaric,  racist 
and  cruel  torture  was  outlawed  as  a 
means  of  punishment  in  1942  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  striking  down  an 
Oklahoma  law. 

However,  "chemical  castration”  has 
been  widely  utilized  around  the  world, 
including  in  the  U.S.  and  supposedly 
“civilized"  places  like  Denmark.  Eng- 
land and  Italy.  This  is  unadulterated 
barbarism  and  does  nothing  to  stop  rape 
anyhow  (see  "Anti-Sex  Drugs  Deform 
Male  Prisoners.”  Women  and  Revolution 
No.  18,  Spring  1979). 

In  fact,  the  entire  "criminal  justice" 
system  of  American  capitalism  is  dedi- 
cated to  systematic  racist  repression. 
With  1.1  million  inmates,  the  United 
States  is  "the  world’s  No.  1 jailer,"  far 
surpassing  even  South  Africa  in  impris- 
oning blacks.  In  1990,  the  U.S.  rate  of 
incarceration  was  455  per  100,000  peo- 
ple {Los  Angeles  Times,  1 1 February). 
But  black  males  are  imprisoned  here  at 
a rate  of  3,370  per  100,000.  almost  five 
times  the  level  in  South  Africa  (681)! 
Over  the  last  decade,  the  prison  popula- 
tion in  the  U.S.  virtually  doubled,  and 
it’s  expected  to  increase  by  another  30 
percent  by  1995.  This  is  the  Brave  New 
World  Order  of  Big  Brother  Bush.  ■ 


King  George  and  the  Journalists 

White  House  Cries  Lese  Majeste 


Back  in  the  days  of  absolute  monar- 
chy, the  crime  of  Idse  majesty — an 
affront  to  the  "dignity"  of  the  sover- 
eign— was  high  treason.  But  some  three 
centuries  after  the  Enlightenment,  decay- 
ing bourgeois  democracy  has  produced 
the  spectacle  of  preppie  potentate 
George  Bush  petulantly  posturing  as 
Supreme  Autocrat  of  the  “New  World 
Order.”  Of  late.  King  George  has  gotten 
exceedingly  touchy  toward  those  who 
would  point  out  the  moth  holes  in  the 
emperor’s  ermine  robes. 

Woe  to  the  underling  who  innocently 
asks  a question  whose  answer  is  offi- 
cially taboo!  When  Census  Bureau 
worker  Beth  Daponte  was  assigned  to 
update  the  government’s  population  esti- 
mate for  Iraq  last  year,  little  did  she  real- 
ize that  the  answer  would  cost  her  job. 
But  in  compiling  her  data  from  non- 


classified  military  sources.  Daponte  esti- 
mated the  number  of  Iraqis  who  died 
during  Operation  Desert  Slaughter  and 
its  aftermath  to  be  86,194  men,  39,612 
women  and  32,195  children. 

While  reveling  in  their  mass  murder, 
the  White  House  and  Pentagon,  as  the 
Washington  Post  (6  March)  noted,  “have 
sought  to  suppress  discussion  of  Iraqi 
casualties,  directing  analysts  and  mili- 
tary officers  not  to  provide  estimates  or 
professional  judgments.”  So  Daponte 
was  fired  for  writing  "false  information." 
and  her  report  was  rewritten,  reducing 
the  number  of  direct,  wartime  civilian 
deaths  to  5,000,  and  eliminating  a chart 
breaking  down  the  figures  for  men. 
women  and  children. 

Another  affront  to  His  Majesty 
occurred  during  Bush's  recent  trip  to  San 
Antonio  for  a "War  on  Drugs"  summit 


meeting  with  Latin  American  heads  of 
state.  A reporter  for  a local  TV  station. 
Brian  Karem.  had  the  temerity  to  actu- 
ally challenge  Bush  on  the  conference's 
merit,  referring  to  the  event  as  a "joke." 
The  next  day,  Karem  was  fired  for  being 
“rude"  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 
The  station’s  news  director  explained. 
“As  we  all  know,  an  orchestrated  White 
House  press  conference  is  a managed 
event,  and  the  White  House  press  corps 
is  an  elite  club." 

The  hilarious  extent  of  this  elaborate 
stage-managing  was  laid  bare  last 
November,  when  Bush's  microphone 
was  accidentally  left  on  after  a suppos- 
edly spontaneous  question-and-answer 
teleconference  with  a Christian  group. 
The  New  York  Times  (27  November 
1991)  recounted  that  "reporters  heard  the 
President  grouse  that  the  questions  his 


audience  had  asked  him  had  not  come 
in  the  order  in  which  his  staff  had  appar- 
ently prepared  him."  When  his  scripted 
answers  to  the  preprogrammed  questions 
got  “flip-flopped,"  Bush  got  so  flustered 
he  had  to  pretend  to  the  convention  that 
he  couldn’t  hear  the  question.  And  you 
thought  it  was  only  Ronald  Reagan  who 
couldn’t  think  without  cue  cards  or  a 
teleprompter. 

As  we  pointed  out  in  "Creeping  Police 
State"  (WV  No.  543,  24  January),  "One 
of  the  ideals  of  the  bourgeois  revolution 
was  that  the  state  and  its  police  powers 
should  not  be  raised  above  or  be  unac- 
countable to  the  citizenry."  This  is  a cruel 
joke  today,  as  our  so-called  "inalienable" 
rights  are  being  systematically  eroded. 
But  unlike  the  shallow  bourgeois  Amer- 
ican Revolution  of  1776,  which  only 
declared  formal  equality  before  the  law 
for  (white)  men  of  property — forget 
about  slaves,  or  women,  or  the  poor — the 
next  revolution  must  be  a thoroughgoing 
socialist  transformation  which  forever 
obliterates  the  “divine  right”  that  the 
modem-day  masters  of  capitalism  would 
arrogate  to  themselves.  ■ 


March  With  Us! 


Join  the  Spartacist  League/ 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  Contingent 
March  29th 

San  Francisco 

Abortion  Rights  Demonstration 


Help  build  the  contingent! 

Contact  us  at  (510)  839-0851 
or  (415)  777-9367 


WOMEN'S  LIBERATION, 

moalisThWolution! 
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Spartacist  Forum 


“New  World  Order” 
Anti-Abortion  Onslaught 

Speaker: 

Diana  Coleman,  Spartacist  League 

Saturday,  April  4,  7:30  p.m. 

For  more  information:  (510)  839-0851 
Room  159  Mulford  (near  West  Gate) 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley 

BERKELEY 


For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand!  Women's  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
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KAL  007  Was  on  Deadly  Spy  Mission 


Z 


© A Russian  map  shows  the  plane  making  a zigzag  before  entering 
Russian  airspace,  the  times  for  three  events  given  out  by  the  State 
Department  conform  to  the  timing  of  events  implied  by  the  Russian  map 
The  three  events  are  when  Soviet  radar  first  picked  up  the  plane,  the  plane's 
entry  into  Kamchatka  airspace,  and  its  exit  from  Kamchatka  airspace. 


O Under  the  10-degree-error  theory, 
Flight  007  should  have  passed  38  miles 
north  of  Bethel  Instead  it  flew  12.6 
miles  north  The  assigned  course  would 
have  taken  it  directly  over  Bethel. 


© Japanese  radar  established  that 
007  passed  this  point  at  18  12. 
Greenwich  time,  60  miles  north  of 
where  the  plane  would  have  been  if  it 
was  on  the  10-degree-error  course 


The  Last  Flight  of  007: 
Reconstructing  the  Route 

Source  Robert  W.  AUartJyce 


© 007's  path  took  it  too  far  north  to  transmit  its 
position  to  two  automatic  relay  stations  west  of 
Anchorage  and  linked  to  the  Anchorage  control 
center.  Its  failure  to  report  would  normally  have 
triggered  an  alarm,  but  a following  Korean  airliner 
relayed  position  reports  from  007. 


White  House  Cover  Up  Story  Blown  Away 


New  Study 
Shows 
Route  Was 
No  Accident 


The  downing  of  Korean  Air  Lines 
Flight  007  by  Soviet  fighter  planes  on 
the  night  of  31  August  1983  triggered 
a crazed  and  bellicose  media  barrage 
reminiscent  of  the  Lusitania  episode  of 
World  War  1.  The  cue  came  straight 
from  the  White  House,  which  screamed 
bloody  murder  about  the  ’‘barbarism”  of 
the  Soviet  “Evil  Empire.”  Reagan  went 
on  TV  spewing  Russians-eat-babies-for- 
breakfast  propaganda  even  before  any  of 
the  facts  about  what  happened  had  come 
out.  Lost  in  all  the  Cold  War  11  war  cries 
was  the  glaring  fact  that  the  Korean 
Boeing  747.  manned  by  experienced 
pilots  and  crammed  with  state-of-the- 
art  electronic  equipment  including  three 
navigational  computers,  was  way  off 
its  assigned  course  for  five-and-a-half 
hours.  The  plane  had  penetrated  Soviet 
airspace  in  sensitive  military  regions 
which  had  long  been  under  intensive 
scrutiny  by  U.S.  military/intelligence 
“assets."  This  could  not  have  been  an 
“accident.” 

As  we  wrote  on  6 September  1983  in 
“Reagan’s  Story  Stinks!”: 

“It  is  highly  suspicious  that  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment seemed  immediately  to  know  all 
about  the  incident  while  Moscow  was 
patently  still  trying  to  figure  out  what 
the  hell  did  happen.  ..  The  plane  cer- 
tainly didn’t  ‘stray  off  course,’  it  delib- 
erately changed  course,  and  not  just  in 
any  direction  but. . passing  over  a suc- 
cession of  military  bases  ...  When  chal- 
lenged over  Sakhalin,  it  engaged  in  eva- 
sive action.  Clearly  this  was  a deliberate 
provocation.” 

The  media  predictably  rushed  in  to  bol- 
ster the  government’s  "accident”  story. 
To  combat  this,  we  reprinted  our  initial 
articles  in  a 1983  Spartacist  pamphlet, 
KAL  007:  U.S.  War  Provocation.  Over 
the  succeeding  years,  we  continued  to 
expose  the  White  House  cover-up  (see 
list  below).  Now  an  authoritative  new 
250-page  study,  Technical  Analysis — 
Korean  Air  Lines  Flight  007 — August  3 1 , 
1983  by  Robert  W.  Allardyce  and  James 


Gollin,  examines  all  the  publicly  avail- 
able data  and  conclusively  proves  what 
we  said  from  the  outset:  the  Korean  Air 
Lines  plane  was  following  a deliberate 
route. 

In  order  to  explain  how  KAL  007  got 
so  far  “off  course,”  the  White  House 
needed  a plausible  “accident"  theory. 
This  was  provided  by  liberal  journalist 
Seymour  Hersh  in  his  book,  "The  Target 
Is  Destroyed"  (1986).  As  a result  of  his 
Vietnam-era  exposes  of  government 
cover-ups  such  as  the  My  Lai  massacre, 
Hersh  had  the  requisite  "independent” 
credentials,  and  he  did  expose  a second- 
ary administration  lie  that  the  Russians 
knew  they  were  shooting  down  a civilian 
plane.  Hersh  showed  that  Soviet  air 
defenses  had  confused  the  plane  with  a 
U.S.  RC-135  electronic  spy  plane  whose 
radar  track  mingled  with  that  of  KAL 
007.  But  the  main  point  of  the  book  was 
the  claim  that  the  plane  had  “strayed” 
because  of  a one-digit  mistake  made 
when  the  plane’s  position  was  entered 
into  the  navigational  computer  before 
takeoff.  This  initial  error,  they  claimed, 
pushed  the  plane  further  and  further  off 
course  for  some  five  hours. 

The  Allardyce/Gollin  study  blows 
Hersh  and  the  government  out  of  the 
water.  Allardyce  is  an  aviation  profes- 


sional who  spent  over  30  years  as  a flight 
engineer  on  TWA’s  transoceanic  flights, 
and  was  also  a crash  investigator  for  the 
Flight  Engineers  International  Associa- 
tion. Allardyce  used  the  same  naviga- 
tional equipment  as  the  KAL  pilots  did, 
and  as  he  explained  in  the  introduction, 
"If  it  can  go  kaput  the  way  they  say  it 
did  on  007,  I want  to  know  why  and 
how.”  His  eight-year  collaboration  with 
writer  James  Gollin  produced  the  report 
whose  summary  conclusion  is  that  KAL 
007  “did  not  go  astray.”  Rather,  it  flew 
"on  a preplanned  course  designed  to  take 
it  into  Soviet  airspace,  a course  the 
waypoints  of  which  were  carefully  and 
accurately  programmed  into  its  naviga- 
tional systems  on  the  ground  at  Anchor- 
age.” The  authors  add,  “We  assume  that 
the  reason  had  to  do  with  intelligence 
collection." 

Since  it  was  written  last  November, 
the  Allardyce/Gollin  report  has  circu- 
lated among  aviation  professionals,  who 
have  now  been  forced  to  abandon  the 
prevailing  "accident”  theory.  Then  the 
New  York  Times  (20  February),  which 
had  stuck  to  the  State  Department's  story 
over  the  years  despite  tons  of  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  published  a story  by 
Richard  Witkin  headlined:  “Study  Says 
Korean  Airliner  Was  on  Its  Intended 


Course  When  Downed  in  ’83.”  The  so- 
called  "Finger-error”  theory  “has  been 
discredited,”  the  article  said.  This  turn- 
around by  the  Times  editors  seems  of  a 
piece  with  the  recent  Time  magazine 
"revelation"  that  Polish  Solidamosc  was 
supported  by  a giant  Reagan/Pope/CIA 
conspiracy.  Claiming  to  have  “won”  the 
Cold  War,  U.S.  rulers  figure  “the  truth 
can  now  be  told" — up  to  a point.  Since 
269  people  died  on  KAL  007,  the  Times 
stops  short  of  drawing  the  damning  con- 
clusions, and  the  rest  of  the  media 
remain  silent. 

Willful  Media  Blindness 

It  was  Reagan  himself  who  laid  down 
the  line  that  the  KAL  flight  had  followed 
“a  straight-line  course”  for  two-and-a- 
half  hours.  He  even  planted  the  theory 
that  perhaps  mistaken  information  was 
fed  into  the  plane’s  computer,  adding  “no 
one  will  ever  know.”  At  least  so  he 
hoped.  The  "accident”  theorists  rushed 
in  to  cover  Reagan’s  keister.  The  Times 
ran  repeated  maps  showing  KAL  007 ’s 
course  as  a straight  line  “straying"  into 
Soviet  airspace.  Yet  Soviet  and  Japanese 
radar  data,  recordings  of  position  reports 
by  KAL  pilots  to  air  traffic  control,  and 
even  some  U.S.  Air  Force  radar  data 
which  escaped  "routine"  erasure  showed 
that  KAL  007  made  numerous  zigzags. 
This  indicated  that  the  pilots  had  not 
fallen  asleep  at  the  controls  and  were 
consciously  directing  the  plane  into 
Soviet  airspace,  not  once,  but  nvice : First 
over  the  Kamchatka  Peninsula  and  then 
some  two  hours  later  over  Sakhalin 
island,  off  which  the  wreckage  of  the 
plane  was  located. 

On  9 September  1983,  Soviet  spokes- 
man Marshal  Nikolai  Ogarkov  held  an 
internationally  publicized  press  confer- 
ence, complete  with  a map  of  KAL  007’s 
course  as  tracked  by  Soviet  radar,  show- 
ing the  telltale  curved  track  the  intruder 
made  over  Sakhalin,  as  well  as  the  zigzag 
"rendezvous”  with  an  American  RC-135 
electronic  spy  plane  near  Kamchatka. 
This  latter  event  had  both  confused  and 
alarmed  the  Soviet  air  defense  apparatus, 
which  predictably  went  into  alert  and 
scrambled  their  interceptors.  This  was 
no  “accidental"  or  “innocent"  penetra- 
tion of  Soviet  airspace.  It  allowed  the 
U.S.  to  assess  how  Soviet  air  defenses 
reacted  in  the  case  of  an  intrusion  over 
key  defense  installations.  And.  as  we 
wrote,  “ there  is  one  particular  war  sce- 
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nario  for  which  such  information  is 
of  crucial  importance:  a nuclear  first 
strike"  (“Reagan’s  007  War  Fever,"  WV 
No.  338,  23  September  1983). 

The  U.S.  cynically  tried  to  dismiss  the 
Soviet  data  as  “disinformation."  How- 
ever, radar  data  reluctantly  released  by 
the  Japanese  government  confirmed  the 
curve  over  Sakhalin  shown  by  the  Sovi- 
ets. The  White  House  settled  on  the 
single-digit,  finger-error  theory  as  the 
most  plausible  to  foist  on  the^SWbWt.  But 
as  James  Gollin  told  WV  in  an  extensive 
interview,  there  were  elementary  prob- 
lems with  this  theory: 

“They  went  with  it  even  though  they 
heard  from  Manfred  Teller  in  the  FAA 
(Federal  Aviation  Agency)  that  the  (U.S. 
Air  Force]  King  Salmon  and  Kenai 
radars  would  not  confirm  the  10  degree 
error  location  of  007.  They  pushed  ahead 
with  the  theory  even  though  the  ICAO 
(International  Civil  Aviation  Organiza- 
tion] people  made  that  clear,  even  though 
anybody  with  a knowledge  of  air  navi- 
gation could  lay  out  on  a Lambert  chart, 
as  we  did,  the  10  degree  error  theory  in 
any  one  of  its  refinements  and  find  that 
the  aircraft  couldn't  pass  anywhere  near 
the  (Japanese]  radar  fix.” 

The  Allardyce/Gollin  report  notes  that, 
had  KAL  007  flown  the  track  man- 
dated by  the  ten-degree  error  theory,  "it 
would  have  entered  over  Kamchatka 
some  30  or  40  nautical  miles  south... of 
the  point  of  actual  entry  as  shown  on 
Soviet  radar  and  never  contested  by 
the  U.S."  Moreover,  they  report  that  a 
State  Department  memo,  released  in 
1988  under  FOIA  (Freedom  of  Infor- 
mation Act)  requests,  contains  timing 
information  on  the  plane’s  Kamchatka 
overflight  confirming  the  Soviet  radar 
data. 

Allardyce/Gollin  conclude  that  "a 
deliberate  northward  course  change  was 
required"  to  assure  007 ’s  transit  over 
Kamchatka,  and  later  yet  another  north- 
ward course  change  “to  produce  an  in- 
trusion over  Sakhalin.”  This  must  have 
been  consciously  planned  by  the  pilots. 
In  his  book,  Seymour  Hersh  sought  to 
save  the  "ten-degree  error"  theory  by 
adding  a cockamamie  scenario  invented 
by  one  Harold  Ewing,  adding  another 
pilot  “finger  error"  in  the  course  of 
supposedly  entering  an  unauthorized 
waypoint  into  the  computer  to  save  fuel, 
and  then  the  captain  taking  a powder 
from  the  cockpit  for  five  hours!  Hersh 
admitted  that  it  required  a "leap  of  faith” 
to  believe  all  this,  and  according  to 
Gollin,  Ewing  today  admits  his  theory 
doesn’t  hold  water.  As  Allardyce  told 
the  Times,  "The  Hersh-Ewing  scenario 
is  merely  a variant  of  the  single-digit- 
error  scenario  and,  as  my  analysis  points 
out,  bears  no  relation  to  the  realities  of 
the  flight.” 

The  trail  obviously  leads  to  the  impe- 
rial presidency.  In  the  Reagan  years.  Vice 
President  George  Bush  was  definitely 
"in  the  loop"  on  the  most  sensitive  CIA 
operations,  such  as  the  murderous  contra 
war  in  Nicaragua.  It  would  come  as  no 
surprise  if  he  had  directed  this  one.  too. 
But  the  Times  still  repeats  assertions 
by  "leading  aviation  officials"  that  the 
plane’s  "incursion"  was  “accidental," 
even  though  they  lack  any  plausible 
theory. 

In  Search  of  the  Black  Box 

Gollin  and  Allardyce  have  circulated 
their  study  to  Congress,  but  to  no  avail. 
For  the  better  part  of  a decade,  respected 
liberal  researchers  like  David  Pearson, 
author  of  KAL  007  The  Cover-Up 
(1987),  and  others  have  pressed  for  a 
Congressional  investigation  of  the  affair, 
banking  on  the  liberal  Democrats  to 
expose  the  dirty  hands  of  the  Republican 
White  House.  But  as  the  Iran/contra 
“investigation”  made  clear,  in  such 
weighty  matters  the  Democratic  Con- 
gress does  not  want  to  seriously  confront 
the  Republican  commander  in  chief, 
because  they  are  united  by  common  anti- 
Sovietism  and  a "bipartisan"  spirit  of 
“responsibility"  to  the  higher  interests 
of  U.S.  imperialism.  Thus  when  leading 
Democratic  Senators  Edward  Kennedy 
and  Sam  Nunn  belatedly  raised  their 


voices  on  KAL  007  in  January  1990,  it 
was  to  call  for  an  “investigation".. .in 
Moscow,  in  order  to  heap  more  blame 
on  the  Soviet  military. 

And  they  got  a response.  Hungry  for 
American  dollars,  ex-KGB  agents  have 
been  peddling  all  kinds  of  stories,  such 
as  having  seen  American  MIA’s  in  Viet- 
nam years  after  the  war  ended.  In  this 
spirit,  the  now  pro- Yeltsin  newspaper 
Izvestia  ran  a 17-part  scries  in  early 
1991,  claiming  that  the  Soviets  had 
found  the  plane's  wreckage,  and  even 
recovered  the  “black  box"  flight  re- 
corders from  the  sea  bottom,  but  kept 
it  secret.  Offering  no  photographs  or 
other  hard  evidence,  Izvestia  had  only 
vague  and  often  mutually  contradictory 
statements  of  various  self-proclaimed 
"witnesses."  Even  their  own  reporter 
admitted  that  witness  descriptions  of  the 
black  box  "do  not  match"  reality.  But 
what  Izvestia  witnesses  said  about  the 
Russian  search  operation  inadvertently 
undermined  another  U.S.  cover-up. 

The  Soviet  Navy  search  was  primitive. 
Lacking  sophisticated  electronic  deep- 
sea  search  gear,  they  used  trawlers  to 
sweep  the  bottom  with  nets,  and  a civil- 
ian diving  team  which  used  a diving  bell. 
As  a result  they  had  to  look  over  a large 
expanse  of  ocean,  which  took  time.  The 
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chief  of  the  Soviet  dive  team  told  Izvestia 
“we  discovered  the  plane  17  or  18  Octo- 
ber"— more  than  six  weeks  after  it  was 
downed.  More  than  likely,  by  this  time 
the  U.S.  Navy  had  long  since  come  and 
gone — underwater.  For  the  Americans 
employed  a pinpoint  search  with  far 
fewer  ships,  not  only  because  they  had 
sophisticated  electronic  gear  but  because 
they  had  been  tracking  the  plane 
all  along.  Soviet  Air  Marshal  Kirsanov 
noted,  for  instance,  that  the  electronic 
surveillance  frigate  USS  Badger  “was  on 
combat  duty  in  the  area  of  Vladivostok” 
that  night,  not  to  mention  countless  other 
U.S.  satellites  and  RC-135  spy  planes. 

Pearson  reports  that  "a  U.S.  submarine 
was  said  to  have  been  on  the  scene  within 
an  hour  of  the  downing."  And  R.W.  John- 
son. in  his  book  Shootdown  (1986),  notes 
that  the  Pentagon  admits  the  Badger  was 
among  the  first  ships  to  arrive  on  the 
crash  scene,  along  with  the  Narragan- 
sett  and  the  Consener,  both  carrying 
“sophisticated  special  detection  equip- 
ment” and  “robot  submersible  drones." 
With  such  technology,  searchers  were 
able  to  recover  the  black  boxes  from  an 
Air  India  plane  in  6,700  feet  of  water  in 
1985.  According  to  Izvestia.  KAL  007 
lay  in  a mere  570  feet.  Given  all  this, 
it  seems  virtually  certain  that  the  U.S. 
Navy  recovered  the  black  box  within 
the  first  few  days  or  even  hours  after 
the  shootdown.  Gollin  agrees  this  is 
plausible:  “if  we  (the  U.S.]  knew  it  in 
real  time,  then  we  could  have  gotten  air- 
craft to  the  spot  within  20  minutes"  to 
drop  a dive  team. 

For  years,  the  families  of  the  KAL 
007  victims  had  sought  in  court  to  find 
out  what  the  American  government  knew 


about  KAL  007,  but  they  were  thwarted 
by  mysterious  secrecy  orders.  Even  the 
details  of  the  U.S.  Navy  search  for  the 
wreckage  were  classified.  Only  around 
the  end  of  1990,  as  a result  of  FOIA 
requests  from  the  families,  did  the  Navy 
release  its  "After  Action  Report"  on  the 
search.  But  there  are  suspicious  blank 
spots:  the  Navy  alleges  that  they  didn't 
even  arrive  on  the  scene  until  five  or  six 
days  after  the  shootdown.  while  the 
media  reported  U.S.  ships  there  almost 
immediately.  And  the  first  five  hours 
after  the  downing  remain  totally  classi- 
fied. Gollin  told  WV: 

"I  had  the  most  wonderful  set  of  expe- 
riences in  trying  to  get  anywhere  with 
the  Freedom  of  Information  Act.  I 
FOIAed  the  NSA  (National  Security 
Agency |.  the  CIA.  The  letters  I got 
said,  'We  neither  confirm  nor  deny 
that  the  information  you  have  requested 
exists.'  And  ‘If  the  information  that  you 
requested  exists,  which  we  neither  con- 
firm nor  deny,  that  information  cannot 
be  made  available  to  you'  under  Presi- 
dential Finding  such-and-such,  because 
it  has  direct  bearing  on  the  national 
security." 

U.S.  Navy  submarines  have  for  years 
practiced  covert  penetration  of  Soviet 
coastal  waters,  in  preparation  for  a 
nuclear  first  strike.  Only  last  month 
the  USS  Baton  Rouge,  a nuclear  attack 


sub,  collided  with  a Soviet  sub  in 
Soviet  coastal  waters  off  Murmansk. 
Up  to  1981,  the  Navy  conducted  the 
top-secret  "Ivy  Bells"  operation  in  the 
Sea  of  Okhotsk  which  KAL  007  over- 
flew. Ivy  Bells  involved  a U.S.  Navy 
and  NSA  team  retrieving  electronic  spy 
gear  attached  to  Soviet  communications 
cables  on  the  sea  bottom.  Bob  Wood- 
ward reports  in  his  book  Veil  (1987) 
that  “Navy  frogmen,  using  a minisub 
or  even  an  underwater  robot,  had  to 
locate  the  pod  and  change  the  tapes." 
This  was  so  sensitive  that  Reagan 
phoned  the  Washington  Post  publisher 
to  try  to  squash  a story  on  Ivy  Bells. 
Was  it  the  Navy/NSA  dive  team,  we 
wonder,  that  retrieved  KAL  007's  black 
box? 


Cullen/Newsweek 


Moscow,  9 September  1983:  Former 
Soviet  chief  of  staff  Marshal  Ogarkov 
exposed  KAL  007  as  Reaganite  Cold 
War  provocation. 

In  1983  the  imperialists'  strategy  was 
to  push  for  counterrevolution  in  the 
Soviet  Union  through  military  confron- 
tation and  conquest,  and  they  acted 
accordingly.  Today  the  White  House 
is  banking  on  Yeltsin  & Co.  to  push 
through  counterrevolution  from  within, 
while  holding  the  Pentagon's  Big  Stick 
ready  in  case  they  fail.  Drunk  with  the 
thought  of  being  the  only  “superpower,” 
they  project  their  plans  to  run  a "unipo- 
lar" world.  And  as  demonstrated  by  the 
KAL  007  war  provocation  and  the  wan- 
ton slaughter  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War, 
U.S.  rulers  will  stop  at  nothing  to  enforce 
their  imperialist  hegemony.  As  we  fight 
for  world  socialist  revolution  against 
imperialism,  and  for  proletarian  political 
revolution  to  stem  the  tide  of  counter- 
revolution in  the  Soviet  Union,  we  will 
continue  to  tell  the  truth  about  their  mon- 
strous. bloody  lies. 

In  his  interview  with  WV,  James 
Gollin  commented:  “It’s  enormously 
refreshing  to  see  headlines  like  Rea- 
gan’s Story  Stinks.'  And  I think  you're 
to  be  commended  for  the  absolute  cour- 
age that  you've  gone  about  this  story.  I 
will  tell  you  right  now,  I am  not  of  your 
political  bent.  But  in  terms  of  what  you 
say,  and  the  forthright,  confrontational 
way  you  say  it,  I think  it’s  a great  thing 
for  this  country  that  you  are  there  and 
that  you  are  swinging  from  the  heels.  I 
have  to  tell  you  that  I think  you’ve  done 
much  better  analysis  of  the  actualities 
than  anybody  else.”  As  we  wrote  in 
the  introduction  to  KAL  007:  U.S.  War 
Provocation: 

"The  Spartacist  League  press  told  the 
truth  about  KAL  007  because  we  are 
not  blinded  by  the  class  ideology  of  this 
country's  rulers — and  because  we  are 
not  muzzled  by  fear  of  confronting  ‘the 
Russian  question.'...  For  the  U.S.  work- 
ing class,  acting  in  its  own  class  interests 
and  on  behalf  of  all  the  oppressed,  has 
the  power  to  wrest  from  the  most 
dangerous  imperialist  ruling  class  in 
history  the  means  of  mass  nuclear  death. 
To  do  so.  what's  needed  is  a revolu- 
tionary leadership  that  tells  the  truth 
about  what's  going  on  and  what  needs 
to  be  done."* 
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U.S.  Navy  surveillance  ships  converged  on  KAL  007  crash  site  within  hours. 
Did  high-tech  U.S.  mini-sub  (above)  retrieve  airliner  "black  box”  which  White 
House  says  disappeared? 
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In  Honor  of  Our  Slain  Comrade 

Martha  Phillips 


We  continue  below  to  publish  comrades’  remembrances 
of  Martha  Phillips,  who  was  killed  on  February  9 in  Mos- 
cow. For  those  who  knew  Martha,  this  material  is  part  of 
honoring  and  mourning  her.  But  because  her  contributions 
to  our  party  were  so  rich  and  her  life  interpenetrated  so 
many  aspects  of  our  party  history,  other  readers  may  find 
much  of  value  to  them  in  understanding  our  views,  actions 
and  methods  of  functioning.  It  is  by  using  even  this  tragedy 
to  continue  building  our  party,  as  Martha  would  wish,  that 
we  keep  her  influence  a living  force  after  her  death. 

These  selections  have  been  edited  and  heavily  excerpted 
from  written  tributes  and  speeches  at  the  memorial  events. 
Even  so.  it  is  impossible  to  reflect  all  the  moving  testimony 
offered  by  comrades  and  friends  in  the  U.S.  and  throughout 
our  International.  The  Prometheus  Research  Library,  for 
which  Martha  served  as  a representative  in  the  Bay  Area, 
will  devote  the  next  number  in  its  Prometheus  Research 
Scries  to  a bulletin  commemorating  Martha  Phillips,  which 
will  include  some  of  the  classes  given  by  comrade  Martha 
in  her  role  as  a party  educator. 

On  March  1,  comrades  and  friends  of  the  Spartacist 
Group  of  Poland  honored  Martha  at  the  Warsaw  Ghetto 
memorial.  Our  comrades  in  Tokyo  wrote  in  their  obituary: 
"As  a longtime  Spartacist  League  member,  Martha  spent 
many  years  fighting  to  build  a revolutionary  party  of 
the  American  proletariat  and  she  participated  in  the  1988 
fusion  conference  between  the  International  Communist 
League  (then  international  Spartacist  tendency)  and 
Japan's  Rekken  group.  At  this  conference  she  told  us 
that  the  Russian  question  would  be  central  in  build- 
ing a party  to  fight  the  widespread  Stalinophobic  anti- 
Sovietism  that  is  prevalent  among  the  Japanese  left.  She 
insisted  that  we  must  be  clear  on  the  issues  that  won  our 
group  to  the  ICL  and  must  aggressively  fight  our  stale- 
capitalist  opponents  on  the  burning  questions,  which  in 
1988  were  Afghanistan  and  Poland. 

"Comrade  Martha's  sudden  and  tragic  death  has  left  a 
big  hole  in  our  fight  to  reforge  Trotsky's  Fourth  Inter- 
national. Her  lifelong  commitment  to  communism  and 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and  especially  her  volun- 
teering to  go  to  the  Soviet  Union  to  fight  to  build  a new 
Bolshevik  party,  is  in  the  tradition  of  the  courageous 
militant  American  SWP  seamen  who  volunteered  for 
the  Murmansk  run.  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  to  bring 
urgently  needed  supplies  to  defend  the  Soviet  Union  dur- 
ing WW  II.  Eternal  memory  to  comrade  Martha,  prole- 
tarian communist  militant!" 

— excerpted  from  Spartacist  (Japan)  No.  11, 
February  1992 

George  Foster:  We  are  here  to  honor  our  comrade  and 
dear  friend  Martha  Phillips  who  fell  at  her  post  in  Moscow 
on  9 February  1992  fighting  for  the  program  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky.  This  is  a very  heavy  blow  for  the  International 
Communist  League,  and  her  death  is  a very  bitter  one  for 
our  cadre.  Martha  was  foully  murdered  under  suspicious 
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SpartacIsMnitlated  anti-ROTC  campaign  at  UC 
Berkeley,  May  1975. 


circumstances  and  there  is.  in  addition  to  our  keenly  felt 
grief,  a deep  anger  in  the  party  against  whoever  did  this 
cowardly  and  dirty  deed. 

Martha  was  a Trotskyist  to  the  marrow  of  her  bones 
and  saw  herself,  very  rightly,  as  standing  in  the  tradition 
of  pioneer  American  Trotskyist  James  P.  Cannon.  She  more 
than  anyone  was  responsible  for  the  efforts  of  the  ICL  to 
forge  an  embryonic  Soviet  section.  That  was  her  greatest 
contribution  to  the  proletarian  struggle,  and  one  we  are 
determined  to  see  through  to  its  successful  conclusion. 
The  figure  of  Martha  will  live  in  the  memory  of  the  workers 
and  youth  who  will  take  up  the  banner  of  proletarian  eman- 
cipation. of  revolutionary  Marxist  internationalism,  and 
she  will  be  remembered  by  future  generations  as  one  of 
those  who  reforged  the  party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  in  the 
land  of  its  birth.  That  is  her  real  legacy,  and  we  will  do 
her  honor  by  carrying  this  task  forward. 

I first  met  Martha  in  the  fall  of  1971  when  I and  two 
other  comrades  contacted  her  and  her  husband  David  fol- 
lowing an  antiwar  demonstration  in  Washington.  D.C.  They 
lived  in  a very  poor  area  of  the  city  near  the  Capitol 
building.  Martha  in  particular  cornered  me  and  spent  hours 
asking  questions  about  the  Near  East,  the  '67  Arab-Israel 
war  and  our  attitude  toward  Israel  and  the  Palestinians. 
She  and  David  had  been  to  Israel  in  1969  and  were  repelled 
by  the  realities  of  the  Zionist  state,  with  its  rampant  anti- 
Arab  racism  and  its  deep-rooted  male  chauvinism. 

By  the  lime  I met  her  again,  in  February  in  Boston, 
she  and  David  were  already  firmly  committed  to  the  Spar- 
tacist League.  As  most  of  you  know,  the  left  wing  of  the 
Leninist  Faction  resigned  from  the  SWP/YSA  (Socialist 
Workers  Party/Young  Socialist  Alliance)  in  August  1972 
and  fused  with  the  SL  shortly  afterwards.  From  that  point 
onward  Martha  was  one  of  the  key  cadres  of  the  Spartacist 
League. 

I didn't  see  much  of  Martha  over  the  next  few  years — she 
was  in  California  and  I was  in  Boston  and  New  York.  But 
somehow  we  became  friends.  Martha  had  a knack  for  mak- 
ing friends  very  quickly  and  rewarded  her  friends  with  a 
deep  loyalty  and  warm  and  unselfish  affection. 

Martha  did  a tour  of  duty  in  Los  Angeles  as  a local 
organizer.  As  many  of  you  are  aware,  organization  was 
not  her  strong  point,  but  she  carried  off  the  assignment 


with  good  humor  and  dedication.  She  certainly  kept  the 
branch  active!  In  the  summer  of  1974  she  took  a leave 
from  the  L.A.  local  to  attend  a European  summer  camp 
organized  by  the  international  Spartacist  tendency  and 
played  an  important  role  in  the  discussions  held  there.  It 
was  at  this  camp  that  we  presented  and  endorsed  the  “Dec- 
laration for  the  Organizing  of  an  International  Trotskyist 
Tendency." 

I moved  to  the  Bay  Area  in  May  1975  and  over  the 
next  16  years  Martha  became  a truly  close  friend  and  one 
of  the  four  comrades  that  were  the  core  of  our  district 
leadership. 

How  do  you  encapsulate  this  experience  and  convey  a 
sense  of  this  truly  exceptional  woman?  I don't  find  it  easy. 
I suppose  what  stands  out  most  in  my  mind  is  Martha's 
passionate  commitment  to  proletarian  revolution,  which 
was  modulated  and  informed  by  a very  fine  intellect,  and 
an  absolutely  infectious,  acute  and  broad-gauged  sense  of 
humor.  Martha  cared.  She  hated  all  oppression  and  back- 
wardness, but  especially  racism  in  any  manifestation. 

I think  this  shines  through  in  her  work  in  the  Bay  Area, 
in  contacting  and  training  youth,  in  her  tireless  work  in 
the  PDC  and  her  key  role  in  the  Bay  Area  LBL  (Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense).  In  every  area  of  party 
work  she  made  her  presence  felt — and  her  energy  was 
truly  amazing  for  someone  not  possessed  of  a robust  con- 
stitution. The  woman  often  ran  on  sheer  will  power  and 
had  to  be  protected  from  herself.  Through  that  sheer  power 
of  her  will  and  her  wholehearted  commitment,  Martha  was. 
by  no  intent  of  her  own,  a role  model  for  the  younger 
comrades  and  especially  women  in  the  party. 

Other  trails  stand  out.  She  was  an  avid  student  and 
teacher  of  Marxism.  When  she  would  get  a day  off.  which 
wasn’t  often,  she  would  frequently  go  to  one  of  the  local 
libraries  or  the  Hoover  Institution  at  Stanford,  to  prowl 
through  the  stacks  looking  for  archival  material  on  the 
history  of  the  communist  movement.  She  pushed  very  hard 
for  educational  work,  internally  as  well  as  externally.  Some 
of  the  classes  she  gave  were  very  powerful  and  I hope 
that  these  can  find  their  way  into  print.  Martha  was  one 
of  the  most  compulsively  political  people  I’ve  known — but 
she  had  not  a shred  of  pedanticism  or  snobbery  about  her. 
She  hated  the  cant  and  hypocrisy  of  academia  with  a 
passion. 

Certainly  her  early  factional  experience  fighting  for 
Trotskyism  in  the  reformist  SWP  gave  her  an  unerring 
ability  to  spot  and  skewer  all  the  myriad  varieties  of  reform- 
ist and  centrist  phonies  pretending  to  be  Trotskyists.  Martha 
excelled  at  "opponents  work"  and  just  got  better  as  time 
went  by. 

Martha  was  also  a very  powerful  public  speaker  and 
agitator,  one  of  the  few  comrades  who  had  the  flair  to  be 
a real  mass  leader.  And  she  put  this  talent  to  use  whenever 
she  could. 

In  fact,  especially  in  the  early  days,  her  appetite  to 
launch  a campaign  at  the  drop  of  a hat  over  some  incident 
that  outraged  her  keen  sense  of  justice  led  her  to  a lot  of 
sharp  conflicts  with  the  rest  of  us.  I can  still  sec  her  coming 
into  the  office  fuming  over  some  new  reactionary  atrocity, 
and  launching  into  a breathless  20-minute  exposition  laying 
out  how  we  had  to  go  on  a full  mobilization  to  combat 
this  outrage.  Trembling  with  anger,  her  fists  clenched,  she 
would  brook  no  opposition.  Usually  it  took  a while  to  sort 
out.  but  she  was  right  often  enough  that  comrades  listened 
carefully. 

Along  with  this  fierce  determination  went  an  equally 
remarkable  sense  of  humor.  Martha  had  a knack  for  getting 
into  and  surviving  more  unlikely  and  madcap  misadven- 
tures and  escapades  in  a year  than  most  people  would  in 
a decade.  Martha  was  a very  adventurous  person.  I remem- 
ber strongly  advising  her  not  to  go  camping  on  Mount  St. 
Helens  just  a few  days  before  it  erupted. 

But  episodes  of  humor  aside,  she  did  not  have  an  easy 
life.  From  an  early  age  she  was  a real  rebel  who  scoffed 
at  the  reactionary  conventions  of  bourgeois  society,  reject- 
ing a comfortable  middle-class  existence  to  throw  her  lot 
in  with  the  working  class.  She  turned  her  back  on  acting 
though  she  was  extremely  talented  and  had  every  chance 
of  pursuing  a serious  career  in  the  theater.  She  was  the 
mother  of  a handicapped  child,  often  having  to  cope  alone 
with  the  enormous  difficulties  of  seeing  that  he  had  the 
best  care  she  could  obtain.  She  loved  her  son  Lael  very 
deeply,  and  shared  in  his  triumphs  and  also  suffered  his 
pains. 

In  her  thirties  she  entered  a difficult  apprenticeship  in 
the  printing  trades.  She  became  a journeyman,  but  only 
by  fighting  tooth  and  nail  against  squeezing  bosses  and 
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Martha  speaking  at  Spartacist  benefit  after 
her  1983  election  campaign  (below).  Martha 
in  front  lines  of  Washington  Labor/Black 
Mobilization,  27  November  1982. 
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also  a goodly  number  of  backward  male-chauvinist  co- 
workers who  resented  a woman  working  in  a "man’s  trade.” 
In  the  end  Martha  not  only  persevered,  but  came  to  be  a 
respected  worker,  indispensable  because  she  alone  was 
able  to  master  some  of  the  very  complex  computer  codes 
used  by  the  newest  machines  in  her  shop. 

In  September  of  1987  she  began  studying  Russian.  Some 
of  us  were  not  sanguine  about  her  chances  to  make  sig- 
nificant progress.  But  she  surprised  everyone.  Through 
sheer  will  she  mastered  enough  Russian  to  study  in  the 
USSR.  There,  despite  very  difficult  conditions  and  a heavy 
schedule  of  political  activity,  she  passed  her  courses  bril- 
liantly and  was  able  to  obtain  a job  as  a teacher. 

Martha  certainly  had  her  foibles  as  we  all  do.  but  they 
were  the  matrix  called  personality  that  highlighted  her  very 
real  and  rare  talents  as  a professional  revolutionary.  I really 
hope  we  made  her  life  a little  easier  with  our  company 
and  friendship.  She  certainly  brought  a lot  of  light  and 
laughter  into  ours. 

She  went  into  her  assignment  in  the  USSR  with  her 
eyes  wide  open  and  at  great  personal  sacrifice,  because 
she  knew  it  was  important  to  the  workers  of  the  world.  It 
was  very  clear  to  her  and  to  all  of  us  that  the  homeland 
of  the  October  Revolution  is  in  mortal  danger.  I remember 
the  two  of  us  bitterly  joking  that  maybe  she  could  sell  her 
story  to  the  bourgeois  press — the  only  Jew  on  the  entire 
planet  emigrating  to  the  USSR  in  1991. 

But  I also  remember  an  account  of  how  her  intervention 
wrecked  a Grantite  meeting  in  Moscow.  Here  was  Moscow, 
in  the  grip  of  a galloping  attempt  to  consolidate  a coun- 
terrevolutionary capitalist  regime.  And  here  were  these 
trade-union  cretins  blathering  along  in  a sub-economist 
vein,  when  Martha  gets  up  and  directly  counterposes  the 
need  to  smash  the  Yeltsin-Bush  counterrevolution,  pointing 
out  that  these  selfsame  economists  stood  with  Yeltsin  on 
the  August  barricades.  It  brought  the  house  down.  Things 
look  different  from  Moscow  than  from  a Labour  Party 
constituency  club  in  London. 


Martha  was  well  aware  of  the  dangers  she  faced.  But 
I think  she  would  feel  a bit  like  Martin  Luther,  who 
said:  "Here  I stand.  I cannot  do  otherwise.”  More  dialecti- 
cally. Engels  remarked.  "Freedom  is  the  recognition  of 
necessity.” 

As  L.D.  Trotsky  noted  in  "At  the  Fresh  Grave  of  Kote 
Tsintsadze."  7 January  1931: 

"It  took  altogether  extraordinary  conditions  like  czarism. 
illegality,  prison,  and  deportation,  many  years  of  strug- 
gle against  the  Mensheviks,  and  especially  the  experi- 
ence of  three  revolutions  to  produce  fighters  like  Kote 
Tsintsadze.... 

“The  Communist  parties  in  the  West  have  not  yet  brought 
up  fighters  of  Tsintsadze 's  type.  This  is  their  besetting 
weakness,  determined  by  historical  reasons  but  nonethe- 
less a weakness.  The  Left  Opposition  in  the  Western 
countries  is  not  an  exception  in  this  respect  and  it  must 
well  take  note  of  it.” 

Over  two  decades  of  experience  has  indeed  revealed  no 
lack  of  weak  or  accidental  elements  drawn  temporarily  to 
our  tendency.  But  Martha  Phillips  was  not  one  of  these.  I 
believe  she  was  made  of  the  same  red  cloth  as  Kote 
Tsintsadze. 

Sam  H.:  Once  again  we  are  faced  with  the  heart-wrenching 
experience  of  losing  a comrade,  in  this  case  Martha, 
my  oldest  political  and  personal  friend  and  someone  who 
was  irreplaceably  near  and  dear  to  me.  As  painful  as  this 
must  be  we  need  to  remember  our  comrades’  lives  and 
work;  both  personally  and  politically.  Martha  was  one  of 
a kind,  and  1 still  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  she  is  gone. 
Life  has  its  cruel  moments,  and  this  is  one  of  them,  excru- 
ciatingly so. 

I first  met  Martha  in  the  spring  of  1970  when  we  both 
joined  the  YSA  in  Madison.  Wisconsin.  I was  an  antiwar 
soldier.  I hated  the  military,  the  government;  this  was  the 
time  of  the  Vietnam  War.  Martha  was  a student  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin.  21  or  22  years  old.  I believe  we 
joined  the  YSA  at  the  same  meeting,  and  we  became 
friends,  with  my  wife  and  David,  the  four  of  us.  Unlike 
a lot  of  youth  who  pass  through  revolutionary  organizations 
and  dedicate  the  best  semester  of  their  life,  Martha  was 
dedicated  for  her  life. 

I believe  that  Martha,  and  a few  others  like  myself, 
took  the  SWP  of  1970  as  good  coin,  that  this  was  still  the 
party  of  Cannon  and  the  Russian  Revolution.  We  were  in 
for  a rude  awakening,  but  threw  ourselves  into  the  work. 
Madison  was  a political  hot  spot  at  the  time  and  there 
were  countless  rallies,  marches,  sit-ins.  leafleting  of  induc- 
tion centers  and  zillions  of  organizing  meetings  to  attend. 
The  internal  life  of  the  YSA  was  just  as  fast-paced  and 
Martha,  to  no  one’s  surprise,  was  in  the  thick  of  all  this 
activity. 

At  first  we  believed  our  party  elders.  And  the  reformist, 
social-patriotic  line  of  the  "peaceful/legal"  SWP  was  given 
a leftist  veneer  by  the  Mandelite  types  [followers  of  the 
inveterate  centrist  Ernest  Mandel,  of  the  United  Secretariat] 
that  led  the  local  organization  in  Madison.  Our  party  head- 
quarters. the  Che  Guevara  Movement  Center  on  Gilman 
Street,  was  certainly  a radical-looking  place.  Pictures  of 
Fidel  and  Che  and  posters  on  the  Middle  East  were  far 
more  prominent  than  portraits  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  But 
there  was  an  excellent  selection  of  basic  Marxist  works 
available.  Believing  this  was  a proletarian  revolutionary 
party,  the  more  serious  younger  members  set  about  the 
task  of  educating  ourselves.  Martha  was  devouring  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  at  the  time  and  I remember  the  first  educational 
I heard  her  give  was  on  Lenin's  1916  work  Imperialism, 
and  she  had  been  a member  probably  not  much  more  than 
six  months.  She  was  a very  smart  woman! 

The  outpouring  of  opposition  to  U.S.  imperialism's  dirty, 
genocidal  war  against  the  Vietnamese  was  quite  massive. 


Presentation  of  chervonets  (Soviet  gold  coin) 
to  Martha  at  Bay  Area  District  Committee 
meeting,  14  September  1980. 


In  the  student  enclave  of  Madison,  the  SWP-led  demos 
would  draw  20,000  or  even  50.000  people  on  occasion. 
The  leftist  youth,  like  Martha,  would  argue  that  these  dem- 
onstrations must  be  "peaceful  and  legal"  because  we  were 
for  proletarian  revolution  and  the  job  of  the  antiwar  move- 
ment was  not  to  trash  parking  meters,  but  rather  to  organize 
the  social  power  of  the  proletariat  that  could  shut  down 
the  war  machine.  This  was  the  theme  of  the  public  speeches 
we  gave  at  the  time.  We  were  enmeshed  in  the  Popular 
Front,  for  sure,  but  we  were  trying  to  give  a Mandelite 
left  face  to  this  work. 

Another  example:  the  feminist  movement  was  in  full 
swing  and  a group  called  "Women's  Action  Movement" 
was  organized.  It  was  male-cxclusionist,  as  the  SWP  was 
capitulating  all  the  way  to  bourgeois  feminism  (and  so 
was  Mandel).  but  the  leftists  in  the  branch  tried  once  again 
to  push  as  radical  a line  as  possible.  The  SWP's  line  at 
the  time  was  for  the  "right  to  choose"  but  this  WAM  group 
had  regular  educational  where  YSA  speakers  gave  pres- 
entations on  topics  such  as  Engels'  The  Origin  of  the  Fam- 
ily. Private  Property  and  the  State,  and  we  fought  for  free 
24-hour  child  care  and  free  abortion  on  demand.  The  YSA 
were  central  leaders  in  the  Madison  women’s  movement, 
and  I believe  the  two  main  leaders  of  this  work  were 
Martha  Quinn,  the  wife  of  the  major  Madison  SWP  leader 
Pat  Quinn,  and  the  young  firebrand.  Martha  Phillips. 

By  this  time  (and  wc'rc  talking  here  about  months,  not 
years)  Martha  was  on  the  local  executive  committee.  The 
internal  political  life  was  tumultuous,  numerous  fights 
broke  out.  but  politically,  few  were  clarifying.  That’s  not 
to  say  there  were  not  some  principled  positions  taken.  I 
remember  one  fight  in  particular  that  Martha  played  a 
strong  role  in.  In  one  of  the  feminist  demonstrations  at 
that  time  a number  of  YSA  women  were  gleefully  chanting, 
along  with  the  pro-NOW  types.  "Power  to  the  Sisters. 
Take  It  from  the  Misters!"  and  we  had  a no-holds-barred 
fight  about  this  inside  the  Madison  YSA.  Martha,  along 
with  others,  fought  tooth  and  nail  that  this  chant  was  a 
fundamental  departure  from  the  Marxist  understanding  that 
the  divisions  in  capitalist  society  are  along  class,  not  sex 
lines. 

We  worked  our  asses  off,  but  it  was  for  the  wrong  pro- 
gram; the  Mandelite  left  veneer  was  not  the  road  to  rev- 
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Ligue  Trotskyste  comrades  lay  wreath  in  ; of 
Martha  at  Leon  Sedov’s  grave  In  Paris,  February  22. 

olution.  At  first  we  were  drawn  to  the  Proletarian  (•>  men- 
tation Tendency  (POT),  which  simply  said  wc  should  take 
the  SWP’s  reformist  program  and  take  it  to  the  workers. 
And  we  first  thought:  "Well  that  sounds  good,  if  wc’rc  a 
party  of  the  American  proletariat  how  come  there's  no 
workers  in  the  party?  How  come  we  don't  do  factory 
sales?" 

But  that  wasn’t  the  point.  The  problem  with  the  SWP 
was  its  program,  not  its  orientation.  The  SWP  would  later 
bring  its  reformist  program  into  the  unions  under  the  guise 
of  “talking  socialism."  The  POT  not  only  refused  to  fight 
the  pop-front  line  on  the  Vietnam  War.  but  also  agreed 
with  the  SWP  majority  on  the  question  of  black  nationalism 
and  feminism. 

I think  the  Vietnam  War  was  the  issue  that  wc  had  to 
break  through  on — fighting  for  a class  line  on  the  Viet- 
nam War — how  “our  boys"  were  the  Vietnamese.  One  of 
the  greatest  moments  of  my  life,  and  I’m  sure  for  Martha, 
continued  on  next  page 
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The  Best  Memorial  to  Martha: 

“Bring  the  Program  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  to  Life!” 


Moscow  Memorial  Meeting 

On  February  29,  some  60  people  attended  a memorial 
meeting  of  the  International  Communist  League  in  Moscow 
to  honor  our  slain  comrade,  Martha  Phillips.  In  addition 
to  ICL  comrades  who  had  known  and  worked  with  Martha 
for  many  years,  speakers  included  a Red  Army  World  War 
II  veteran  from  the  Ukraine,  an  editor  of  the  Soviet  leftist 
newspaper  Kontrargumenty  i Fakty,  a spokesman  of  the 
Stalinist  Russian  Communist  Workers  Party  (RKRP),  and 
others.  A defense  guard,  which  included  young  supporters 
of  the  RKRP.  was  organized  to  defend  the  meeting  against 
the  possibility  of  right-wing  attack. 

What  brought  together  people  from  such  a wide  range 
of  personal  and  political  backgrounds — from  anarchist 
youth  to  old-line  Stalinists — was  their  shared  sense  of 
admiration  for  Martha  as  an  intelligent  and  articulate  indi- 
vidual, as  a dedicated  communist,  as  a tenacious  and  cou- 
rageous revolutionary  fighter.  Such  characteristics  stood 
out  particularly  in  the  Soviet  Union,  where  decades  of 
Stalinism  corrupted  the  conception  of  the  Leninist  party 
as  a combat  organization  of  cadres  fighting  around  a com- 
mon program.  One  comrade  remarked:  "After  so  many 
years  of  plodding  in  a Stalinist  swamp  of  liars  and  political 
horsetraders,  our  contacts  came  closer  to  us  because  they 
wanted  to  be  a little  more  like  what  they  saw  in  Martha." 

A sympathizer  from  Leningrad,  formerly  a longtime 
member  of  the  Communist  Party,  addressed  this  in  his 
remarks: 

“The  more  time  I spent  with  Martha,  the  more  I under- 
stood that  here  was  exactly  the  type  of  person  who  could 
in  every  respect  be  called  a professional  revolutionary. 
At  present  such  people  are  few.  And  that  is  unfortunate. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  she  was  only  some  forty  years 
old,  this  person  was  of  that  constellation  of  revolution- 
aries who  made  the  Revolution  of  1917. 


Our  new  Russian-language  Spartacist  Bulletin 
No.  3,  "Leninist  Party— Tribune  of  the  People,"  is 
dedicated  to  Martha  Phillips. 


"She  was  highly  exacting  in  the  selection  of  cadres  for 
the  new  organization  being  founded  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
On  one  hand,  she  was  insistent  on  the  need  to  establish 
Spartacist  groups  in  Leningrad  and  other  cities  as  soon 
as  possible.  On  the  other  hand,  she  was  extremely  par- 
ticular in  her  approach  to  each  person  who  wanted  to 
join  the  organization.  Such  a person  had  to  be  fully  in 
agreement  with  the  program  as  laid  out,  with  the  program 
we  today  call  the  program  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky." 

Those  with  whom  the  ICL  engaged  in  political  combat 
also  attested  to  Martha’s  incisive  intellect  and  Marxist 
clarity.  A recent  letter  which  Martha  had  written  to  the 
Spartacist  League/U.S.  Central  Committee  describing  the 
situation  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  face  of  Yeltsinite  coun- 
terrevolution was  quoted  in  the  ICL's  obituary.  Citing  it. 
the  Kontrargumenty  i Fakty  editor  said: 

"I  was  deeply  struck  by  one  phrase  in  particular  from 
ihe  notes  of  Martha  Phillips,  who  was.  I must  say.  an 
intelligent  woman.  ‘All  maneuvering  here'  (meaning  in 
the  Soviet  Union),  she  wrote,  ‘operates  under  what  I'd 
call,  for  lack  of  a better  phrase,  the  "shadow  of  the  work- 
ing class".'  Now  what  better  term  could  one  search  for 
than  that?  The  term  has  been  found,  and  that  is  it.  Just 
look  at  our  present  political  arena  and  you  sec  the 
immense  shadow  of  the  working  class.  But  the  working 
class  itself  is  absent,  for  the  time  being,  from  our  political 
arena.  Certain  parties  can  go  around  calling  themselves 
‘workers'  over  and  over  again,  but  that's  still  how  it  is." 

One  of  the  ICL  speakers  described  the  difficulties  which 
confronted  Martha  in  becoming  a powerful  and  prominent 
spokesman  for  our  Trotskyist  politics  in  the  Soviet  Union: 
"For  one  thing,  she  was  a foreigner;  second,  she  was  Jew- 
ish; thirdly,  she  was  a woman."  Martha  set  out  to  learn 
Russian,  a “hellishly  difficult"  language,  late  in  life,  yet 
she  struggled  with  her  limited  vocabulary  to  be  sharp  and 
politically  decisive:  "Her  Russian  was  fashioned  not  with 
a brush  but  a hammer."  He  recounted  some  of  the  political 
interventions  Martha  had  made  during  her  brief  period  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  and  their  impact  on  her  audiences: 

"It  was  Martha  who  stepped  forward  to  speak  to  the 
Moscow  Workers  Congress  on  20  July  1991.  Many  of 
you  here  in  this  room  saw  and  heard  Martha  first  on  that 
occasion.  That  meeting  for  many  was  an  attempt  to  find 
a way  to  counterattack  the  Yeltsin/Gorbachev/Bush  drive 
for  capitalist  restoration.  In  her  remarks  she  sought  to 
lay  bare  what  capitalist  restoration  would  mean  for  the 
working  people  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  presented  a fight- 
ing perspective  of  proletarian  political  revolution  to 
return  the  Soviet  Union  to  the  internationalist  program 
which  animated  the  October  Revolution  of  1917.  She 
warned  that,  as  in  Eastern  Europe,  the  counterrevolution 
would  rely  on  native  nationalism  as  a battering  ram 
against  the  historic  interests  of  the  multinational  Soviet 
proletariat.  And  she  pointed  out  that  Russian  nationalism 
is  inseparable  from  anti-Semitism. 

“She  had  the  capacity  to  be  a powerful  political  speaker 
and  to  repeated  applause  called  for:  All  Power  to  the 
Soviets!  Stop  Capitalist  Counterrevolution!  Long  Live 
the  World  Revolution!  Long  Live  the  Soviet  Union! 
From  among  all  the  other  greetings  given  to  the  confer- 
ence, hers  received  the  most  applause.  She  had  only 
begun  to  show  what  kind  of  a role  she  could  have 
played  further  down  the  road.  Maybe  that  was  noticed 
by  enemies  too. 

“The  last  sale  that  Martha  did  was  at  the  officers'  gath- 
ering on  January  17  in  front  of  the  Troitsky  Gates  of  the 
Kremlin.  The  officers  took  our  literature  with  consider- 
able interest.  But  when  a march  with  Victor  Anpilov  at 
the  head  later  arrived,  this  ended  in  a physical  attack  by 
supporters  of  the  Anpilov  demonstration  against  our 
organization  and.  first  of  all.  against  Martha.  One  of  the 
assailants  wore  a sweat  shirt  with  'Pamyat'  written  across 
it.  Another  assailant  was  a supporter  of  the  RKRP. 

"The  very  next  day  was  Martha's  last  major  political 
statement,  at  an  all-union  educational  seminar  held  by 
the  ICL.  There,  she  sharply  attacked  the  politics  of  con- 
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ciliation  with  national  chauvinism.  anti-Semitism,  and 
the  political  bloc  of  the  RKRP  with  fascists  and  mon- 
archists in  particular.  She  warned  that  restorationisls  are 
relying  on  nationalism  to  chain  the  working  class  behind 
the  drive  for  counterrevolution,  and  that  it  was  particu- 
larly shameful  to  see  the  flag  of  the  Soviet  Union  mixed 
at  demonstrations  with  flags  of  monarchist  and  fascist 
reaction,  of  the  Black  Hundreds. 

"A  party  worthy  to  be  called  the  party  of  the  proletariat 
can  only  be  forged  in  the  struggle  to  defend  all  the 
oppressed.  Martha  strove  to  make  sure  that  our  fight  here 
began  straight  away  along  those  lines.  It  is  fitting  that 
the  third  issue  of  our  Bulletin  Spartakovtsev.  titled  'Len- 
inist Party:  Tribune  of  the  People.’  is  dedicated  to  Martha. 
In  many  ways  she  inspired  this  issue." 

Martha’s  warnings  against  the  danger  of  nationalism 
did  not  fall  on  deaf  ears.  One  young  RKRP  member,  who 
participated  in  the  defense  squad  at  the  meeting,  said  after- 
wards: “We've  all  got  to  unite  as  communists,  and  it’s  got 
to  be  on  the  basis  of  internationalism.  When  people  come 
up  to  me  and  say  we  have  to  throw  the  Trotskyists  out,  1 
say:  They  are  communists,  and  who  are  you?  One  thing 
we  cannot  tolerate  is  chauvinists  and  anti-Semites." 

Concluding  his  remarks,  the  comrade  from  Leningrad 
said: 

"The  best  memorial  to  Martha  would  be  the  continuation 
of  this  cause.  A cause  which,  as  people  used  to  say.  is 
a rightful  one:  to  truly  bring  to  life  the  program  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  which  for  70  years — it  can  probably  be  said 
without  exaggerating — has  really  been  trampled  in  the 
dirt  both  by  Stalin  and  by  all  the  subsequent  leaders  of 
our  state.  To  bring  this  program  to  life,  in  order  to  be 
cleansed  of  everything  and  to  approach  once  again  that 
which  we  began  in  October  1917." 


continued  from  previous  page 

was  to  sec  the  CIA  clinging  to  the  choppers  being  airlifted 
out  of  Saigon. 

Wc  came  to  the  understanding  that  it  was  the  program 
of  the  SWP  that  was  wrong.  We  were  in  the  wrong  organ- 
ization. Wc  wanted  to  fight;  these  people  were  in  the  way. 

Tt  was  in  this  emerging  fight  where  Martha  really  came 
forward  as  a political  leader.  The  Madison  YSA  was  never 
allowed  to  become  an  SWP  party  branch  (we  were  always 
in  hot  water  with  the  N.O.),  and  to  continue  the  internal 
fight  wc  had  to  move  to  cities  with  a party  organization. 
So  we  packed  up  and  went;  Martha  and  Dave  moved  to 
D.C.  and  I wound  up  in  Milwaukee.  She  became  a central 
leader  of  this  faction  from  its  inception,  and  along  with 
David  ut  that  time,  became  the  hard  Leninist  pole. 

The  Leninist  Faction  was  a clear  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  Mandelitcs  and  those  elements  that  were  look- 
ing for  a genuine  Lcninist^Trotskyist  program.  The  LF  was 
far  from  being  a homogeneous  political  tendency,  but  its 
declaration  statement  was  a fine  document.  But  getting 
the  faction  to  live  up  to  this  document  was  another  fight. 
Barbara  G.  was  seen  as  one  of  the  central  leaders  of  the 
faction  within  the  SWP.  but  she  soon  pulled  back  from 


the  revolutionary  implications  of  our  founding  statement. 
Martha  quickly  surpassed  her  as  a political  leader  in  the 
fight  to  get  the  LF  to  fuse  with  the  SL.  About  one-third 
of  the  faction  eventually  did.  Martha  understood  what  the 
fight  of  the  [1963]  Revolutionary  Tendency  meant.  We 
were  not  the  first  oppositionists  in  the  SWP  to  come  down 
the  road.  It  was  really  important  to  understand  history.  So 
in  the  middle  of  a raging  faction  fight  in  the  middle  of  a 
war,  Martha  was  hitting  the  books.  Because  she  understood, 
I think  David  did  too,  that  the  real  fight  was  that  the 
Leninist  Faction  had  to  fuse  with  the  Spartacist  League, 
because  the  Spartacist  League  was  the  fight  of  '63.  and 
we  basically  stood  on  the  documents  of  the  RT. 

The  faction  wavered — but  Martha  never  did,  and  she 
provided  a lot  of  leadership  to  a lot  of  comrades  from  the 
Leninist  Faction.  This  shaped  Martha  and  steeled  her.  So 
when  Martha  came  into  this  party,  she  was  not  a new 
member.  She  was  a cadre. 

I want  to  stress  the  political  impact  the  Vietnam  War 
had  on  Martha,  and  why  it  was  no  accident  she  went  to 
Moscow.  She  was  a central  component  of  a faction  fight 
where  one  of  the  most  important  issues  was  defense  of 
the  Vietnamese  deformed  workers  state  in  the  North  and 


the  fight  for  a social  revolution  in  the  South.  The  Popular 
Front  at  that  time  was  trying  to  prevent  a defeat  of  U.S. 
imperialism — they  were  trying  to  bail  out  U.S.  imperialism. 
The  SWP  at  that  time  was  tailing  the  defeatist  wing  of  the 
bourgeoisie.  It  was  the  Russian  question  posed  in  a very 
different  way,  in  a different  historical  period.  That's  what 
we  were  won  to. 

The  Vietnamese  were  the  underdogs,  and  their  heroism 
and  tenacity  gained  a lot  of  respect  among  the  newly  rad- 
icalized leftists  the  1960s  produced  internationally.  But 
for  the  bourgeoisie  it  was  a war  against  Communism,  and 
our  state-capitalist  and  social-democratic  opponents  hated 
the  Vietnamese  as  much  as  the  Russians.  The  problem  was 
the  Viet  Cong  were  popular  (like  Che  and  Fidel  were),  as 
opposed  to  the  staid  Stalinists  in  the  Kremlin.  So  the  slate 
capitalists/social  democrats,  not  wanting  to  be  left  out  in 
the  cold  and  leave  the  field  open  to  the  reds,  declared  the 
Vietnam  War  to  be  one  of  national  liberation.  Stalinists 
echoed  this  same  line  in  their  own  “peaceful  coexistence" 
style,  or  gave  uncritical  political  support  to  the  Hanoi  Sta- 
linists. Your  57-variety  liberals  were  into  pacifism  (to  be 
turned  against  the  Vietnamese  later.  & la  Jane  Fonda).  A 
liberal  section  of  the  bourgeoisie,  breathing  a sigh  of  relief 
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after  the  crushing  of  the  Indonesian  CP  on  the  one  hand, 
but  cowering  after  the  Viet  Cong’s  impressive  Tet  Offensive 
on  the  other,  took  a defeatist  position  on  the  war.  worried 
about  the  social  explosions  at  home.  This  all  spelled 
Pop  Front  and  a big  one — the  social  pressure  against  tak- 
ing a class  line  on  the  Vietnam  War  was  quite  strong. 
The  fake-left  were  wrapping  themselves  in  all  kinds  of 
radical  phraseology,  but  “Military  Victory  to  the  NLF'  and 
"All  Indochina  Must  Go  Communist" — never!  And  in 
the  Fight  against  this  crap  Martha  never  flinched.  Martha 
died  in  Moscow  Fighting  for  the  same  program  she  was 
won  to.  the  program  she  defended  against  the  renegades 
and  fake-leftists  in  the  1960s  who  refused  to  stand  with 
the  Vietnamese  workers  and  peasants  against  their  own 
bourgeoisie. 

So  many  comrades  are  familiar  with  Martha's  work  in 
the  SL/U.S.  The  tremendous  will,  indefatigable  spirit,  per- 
sonal dedication  and  unbelievable  enthusiasm  for  the  work 
that  I saw  from  the  time  I First  met  her  only  deepened  as 
the  years  went  by.  I don’t  know  how  many  locals  she  was 
in.  but  I think  Martha  was  virtually  everywhere  and  knew 
everybody.  Martha  was  the  kind  of  comrade  who.  despite 
personal  hardships,  would  pull  up  stakes  and  go  anywhere 
the  party  needed  her.  For  the  comrades  who  knew  and 
loved  her.  her  loss  is  a devastating  blow  that  words  cannot 
convey.  For  the  younger  or  newer  comrades  who  didn't 
know  her,  they’ve  been  brutally  cheated. 

After  Fighting  many  years  to  build  the  party  in  the  belly 
of  the  imperialist  monster,  when  duty  called  to  go  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  she  volunteered  after  seriously  preparing 
herself  for  this  work.  But  "volunteer"  is  to  put  it  mildly. 
She  was  bound  and  determined  to  go  and  help  rebuild 
Lenin's  party,  and  we  would  have  had  to  chain  her  down 
to  stop  her.  So  Martha's  political  career  began  in  Madison 
and  ended  much  too  soon  and  tragically  in  Moscow.  But 
this  is  where  Martha  wanted  to  be.  We  were  very  close 
friends  for  22  years  but  lived  in  the  same  city  (Madison 
and  the  Bay  Area)  for  only  about  six  or  seven  of  them. 
But  that  never  bothered  us.  We  were  very  happy  to  be  in 
the  same  party  Fighting  for  the  same  program. 

This  world  is  a much  darker,  crueler  and  certainly  more 
lonely  place  without  her.  She  was  an  immensely  warm- 
hearted and  generous  woman  with  a hilarious  sense  of 
humor.  She  deeply  loved  her  son.  Lael  and  she  was  pow- 
erfully loyal  to  this  party  and  her  comrades.  Martha  was 
high  on  life  and  lived  it  fully — it  should  have  gone  on  a 
lot  longer.  The  proletariat  has  a long  memory  and  Martha, 
along  with  our  other  fallen  comrades,  will  not  be  forgotten. 

I believe  her  heart  and  spirit  will  remain  in  Moscow,  some- 
where near  the  Kremlin  Wall  with  Big  Bill  Haywood  and 
John  Reed. 

Martha  was  very  generous,  warm-hearted.  She  knew 
how  to  be  a friend.  And  through  all  her  personal  problems, 
she  always  struggled  and  fought  back  and  always  came 
forward  when  it  was  needed.  See,  I think  with  Martha 
there  was  really  no  separation,  personal  from  political  life; 
it  was  intermeshed.  And  she  represented  a lot  about  what 
it  means  to  be  a communist. 

Irene  R.:  When  I First  met  Martha  in  1981,  I had  spent 
the  previous  six  years  in  some  of  our  more  inexperienced 
locals  with  a lot  of  problems  at  that  time:  Ann  Arbor. 
Chicago.  Detroit.  Martha  patiently  sorted  through  with  me 
all  the  misconceptions  and  bad  training  I’d  had.  Finally 
she  said,  "You  know.  Irene,  why  don’t  we  just  wipe  the  slate 
clean  and  start  all  over  with  you.  Let  me  teach  you  about 
Leninist  norms  of  functioning  and  trade-union  work." 

Martha  never  shied  from  telling  you  the  truth  about 
yourself  and  I think  that  ’s  why  people  became  better  than 
they  thought  they  could  be.  One  day  I arrived  back  to 
Alameda  where  I was  living  with  Martha,  and  I’d  had  a 
week  in  L.A.  of  sun  and  fun.  and  she  came  flying  out  of 


the  house  and  met  me  on  the  stairs.  "Irene.  I have  bad 
news  for  you."  That  glimmer  in  her  eye,  you  know.  She 
said,  “While  you  were  gone,  you  were  overthrown  as  youth 
organizer.  But  you  know  it's  for  the  best."  And  then  I felt 
really  bad.  and  she  threw  her  arm  around  me  and  said, 
"We  can’t  all  be  organizers.  Look  at  me." 

Martha  enjoyed  showing  Lael  and  me  all  the  sights  of 
San  Francisco.  I can’t  really  go  around  the  city  without 
thinking  of  Martha.  She  showed  me  all  these  places  First. 
She  loved  the  beauty  and  she  loved  the  history.  She  said 
she  couldn’t  walk  around  downtown  near  the  waterfront 
without  thinking  of  the  1934  General  Strike. 

She  taught  me  how  to  slow  down  and  enjoy  life  more. 
One  day  when  we  were  having  latkes,  which  this  Midwest 
girl  had  never  had  before,  and  I was  really  enjoying  myself 
with  Martha  and  Lael,  I started  feeling  very  guilty.  I said. 
“Martha,  shouldn’t  we  be  doing  a sale  or  something?”  She 
replied,  "How  do  you  ever  have  time  to  read  or  think,  if 
you're  always  running  around  so  goddamned  earnestly?" 
She  got  really  mad  and  fought  with  me  to  change,  and 
that’s  something  I will  miss  about  her  tremendously. 

Over  these  last  eleven  years  Martha  and  Lael  have  been 
more  family  to  me  than  my  own  ever  was.  I felt  very 
loved  by  Martha.  I loved  watching  Martha  with  Lael.  She 
had  such  unconditional  love  for  her  son.  She  taught  me  a 
lot  about  dignity  and  respect  and  love  in  the  way  she  raised 
Lael.  And  Lael  has  become  such  a Fine  young  man.  Martha 
was  tremendously  proud  of  you. 

In  1982  I visited  Lael  and  Martha  who  were  living  in 
Detroit,  and  I’ll  never  forget  Martha's  joy  and  excitement 
that  Lael  was  First  learning  to  read.  She  just  couldn't  stand 
still,  she  was  jumping  around,  she  was  so  happy  and  proud. 
She  gave  him  stage  fright:  "Lael,  read  for  Irene!  Read  for 
Irene!"  She  fought  like  hell  to  give  Lael  all  the  advantages 
possible  in  a country  where  social  services  for  handicapped 
children  have  become  fewer  and  fewer  every  year.  When 
they  were  living  in  L.A.  Martha  was  so  happy  to  have 
gotten  Lael  the  best  care  available  in  the  country  at  that 
time,  with  an  excellent  doctor  and  a school  in  North  Hol- 
lywood. She  and  Lael  spent  an  hour  and  a half  a day 
commuting  to  the  school.  And  L.A.  was  at  that  time  a 
local  where  no  one  else  had  children,  and  there  was  very 
little  understanding  for  the  difFiculties  of  being  a single 
mother  on  welfare.  And  at  the  same  time,  Martha  ran  the 
branch  and  ran  it  well. 


In  1984.  Martha  found  that  there  were  no  openings  in 
any  decent  schools  for  Lael  in  the  Bay  Area.  She  had  at 
once  four  social  workers  looking  into  it.  trying  to  Find  a 
place,  and  even  made  a desperate  phone  call  to  Assem- 
blyman Willie  Brown,  to  no  avail.  I remember  what  a 
painful  decision  it  was  for  Martha  to  allow  Lael  to  go  live 
in  Denver  with  his  grandparents,  who  had  a lot  to  offer 
Lael  and  have  given  Lael  so  much.  But  Martha  really 
missed  him. 

Martha  was  incredibly  proud  of  his  accomplishments  in 
this  world.  I remember  it,  the  way  her  eyes  shone  when 
Lael  treated  Martha  and  me.  took  us  out  for  lunch  with 
earnings  from  one  of  his  First  paychecks.  Lael  is  of  course 
a unique  individual  and  it’s  also  lovely  for  me  to  see  some 
of  the  wonderful  qualities  in  him  that  Martha  had. 

Martha  lit  up  many  foggy  San  Francisco  days  with  her 
laughter,  her  smile,  her  brilliant  mind  and  her  enthusiastic 
love  of  politics  and  of  life.  Some  of  the  times  I’ve  seen 
Martha  the  happiest  were  when  Lael  came  to  town  to  stay 
with  her  for  the  holidays.  Martha  left  us  a treasury  of 
memories  that  can  never  be  taken  away.  We  can  all  carry 
with  us  our  vivid  images  of  Martha,  this  exceptional  woman 
and  comrade  who  will  remain  in  our  hearts  forever. 

At  Friedrichsfelde  Monument  for  Liebknecht 
and  Luxemburg,  Berlin,  February  16 

Max  Schiitz,  Spartakist  Arheiterpartei  Deutschlands 

Here  before  the  monuments  to  Rosa  Luxemburg  and 
Karl  Liebknecht.  it  is  indeed  Fitting  that  we  honor  our 
comrade  Martha  Phillips.  When  we  honor  them  and  Lenin, 
the  Three  L’s,  we  honor  all  comrades  who  died  at  their 
posts  Fighting  for  a communist  future.  Here  I must  add 
that  had  she  known  last  week  that  these  monuments  had 
been  desecrated  she  would  have  shared  our  outrage.  She 
would  have  wanted  to  be  in  the  forefront  to  clean  away 
not  only  that  Nazi  Filth  but  its  perpetrators. 

I was  fortunate  to  know  Martha  as  she  fought  her  way 
to  Spartacism  in  the  SWP.  In  so  many  ways  her  own  polit- 
ical struggle  replicated  the  origins  of  our  own  tendency. 
Like  the  Revolutionary  Tendency  of  the  previous  decade, 
Martha  fought  for  a proletarian,  revolutionary  perspective, 
but  in  a party  which  as  it  entered  the  1970s  had  degenerated 
much  further.  Nevertheless  there  still  existed  in  the  SWP 
a generation  of  Cannon’s  collaborators  who  had  not  for- 
gotten everything.  She  relumed  to  the  James  P.  Cannon 
who  was  Trotsky's  closest  collaborator,  the  author  of  The 
Struggle  for  a Proletarian  Party. 

With  her  intellectual  tenacity  and  honesty  all  along  the 
line,  she  soon  went  beyond  the  partial  approximation  to 
that  school  of  Cannon  represented  by  the  Proletarian  Ori- 
entation Tendency,  and  rejected  the  impressionistic  and 
fleeting  left  posturing  of  the  Mandelites.  Further,  she  had 
another  quality  which  was  foreign  to  these  currents:  a pro- 
found class  hatred  of  all  forms  of  social  oppression  and 
sense  of  the  party  as  a Leninist  tribune  of  the  people. 

Through  her  study  of  the  Marxist  classics,  careful  study 
and  documentation  of  the  disputes  within  the  Marxist 
movement.  Martha  enriched  not  only  the  archival  work 
but  many  areas  of  our  work.  This  helped  deepen  her  Firm 
theoretical  and  programmatic  anchoring.  Her  whole  polit- 
ical life  could  be  said  to  be  preparation  for  her  last  assign- 
ment and  a repudiation  of  impressionism  and  defeatism  in 
the  face  of  recent  developments  in  East  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union.  She  saw  not  only  the  dangers  but  a powerful 
confirmation  of  the  Trotskyist  program.  She  saw  challenge 
and  opportunity  to  rebuild  the  party  of  the  Russian  Rev- 
olution in  the  land  of  October.  She  became  part  of  that 
unbroken  chain,  the  continuity  with  the  Three  L’s. 

One  cannot  help  but  remember  with  bitterness,  espe- 
cially here,  that  like  Liebknecht  and  like  Luxemburg,  a 
Jewish  woman  communist.  Martha  was  murdered  at  the 
height  of  her  political  effectiveness.  We  have  been  robbed 
of  a valued  comrade  and  warm  friend.  That  deepens  our 
determination  to  honor  her  by  carrying  forward  the  work 
to  which  she  dedicated  her  life.  ■ 


Spartakist  comrades 
lay  wreath  in  honor 
of  Martha  at 
Friedrichsfelde 
monument  for 
Liebknecht  and 
Luxemburg,  Berlin, 
February  16. 
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Dusan  Triska  exclaimed.  “They're  going 
to  hang  us  all." 

Poland:  Solidarno&6  Regime 
at  Bay 

After  Poland  experienced  the  repeated 
failure  of  Stalinist  "reform"  regimes 
from  Gomulka  after  1956  through 
Gierek  during  the  1970s,  for  the  past 
decade  Solidamosc  has  been  in  the 
forefront  of  the  drive  toward  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  East  Europe.  U.S. 
president  Reagan  and  Pope  John  Paul 
Wojtyla  of  Krakow  secretly  conspired  to 
keep  the  clerical-nationalist  “free  trade 
union"  afloat  through  tens  of  millions  of 
dollars  tunneled  through  the  American 
labor  bureaucracy.  The  recent  Time  mag- 
azine "revelation"  of  this  "Holy  Alli- 
ance" only  confirms  what  we  wrote  over 
a decade  ago.  while  it  covers  up  the  fact 
that  U.S.  support  to  Walesa  & Co.  began 
well  before  General  Jaruzelski  spiked 
Solidamosc’  bid  for  power  in  1981  (see 
"Solidamosc Godfathers:  Reagan  and  the 
Pope."  WV  No.  546,  6 March). 

In  1989  the  beleaguered  Jaruzelski 
regime,  pressed  by  Western  bankers 
and  abandoned  by  the  Gorbachev  Krem- 
lin. entered  a "power-sharing"  deal 
with  Walesa  which  produced  the  pro- 
capitalist Mazowiecki  government.  How- 
ever. in  the  course  of  1990  Solidar- 
nosc  took  total  political  power  as  the 
Stalinist  ministers  were  purged  from  the 
government.  Moreover,  the  "special 
bodies  of  armed  men"  (the  core  of  state 
power,  in  Engels’  words)  were  recon- 
structed on  the  basis  of  loyalty  to  the 
nascent  bourgeois  order:  most  top  army 
commanders  were  replaced,  and  the 
security  police  forces  were  dissolved. 
Topped  off  by  the  replacement  of  Jaru- 
zelski by  Walesa  as  president  that 
December,  this  marked  the  transforma- 
tion of  Poland  into  a capitalist  state. 

However,  it  is  an  extremely  weak  and 
fragile  capitalist  state,  and  in  a political 
sense  is  becoming  more  so.  The  eco- 
nomic "shock  treatment"  was  from  the 
outset  met  with  widespread  strikes  and 
worker  protests.  This  pressure  from 
below  split  the  Solidamosc  tops  into  bit- 


Warsaw: clerical-nationalist  Solidarno£6  In  power  fuels  climate  for  antl-Semltf 
terror. 


East  Europe... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

Soviet  bloc  and  the  ascendancy  of  coun- 
terrevolutionary nationalist  forces  in 
the  USSR — personified  by  Boris  Yeltsin 
in  Russia  and  his  counterparts  in  the 
other  republics — have  contributed  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  economic  catas- 
trophe confronting  East  Europe.  The 
economic  stability  of  the  region  was 
based  on  favorable  trade  relations  with 
the  USSR.  The  Soviet  Union  supplied 
the  Warsaw  Pact  countries  with  oil  and 
natural  gas  at  far  below  the  extortionate 
world  market  price.  In  return,  Poland. 
Czechoslovakia  and  the  others  shipped 
to  the  USSR  industrial  products  that 
were  below  world  market  standards. 

The  Kremlin  was  willing  to  pay  this 
price  to  maintain  Soviet  political  and 
military  dominance  in  the  region.  But 
once  Gorbachev  turned  over  East  Europe 
to  NATO  imperialism,  Moscow  directed 
its  oil  exports  to  Western  markets  for 
dollars  and  deutschmarks.  Since  1989 
Soviet  oil  shipments  to  East  Europe  have 
been  cut  in  half!  Anti-Communist  East 
European  nationalists,  who  for  years 
railed  against  supposed  Soviet  "imperi- 
alism,” are  now  complaining  bitterly  that 
Moscow  no  longer  has  any  economic 
interest  in  their  countries. 

At  the  same  time,  those  East  European 


ICL  statement,  “Soviet  Workers:  Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  Counterrevolution!” 
published  In  Russian  and  Polish.  This  was  first  call  to  action  against  Yeltsin 
regime  distributed  in  the  Soviet  Union  after  August  coup. 


products  which  could  be  competitive 
in  world  markets — agriculture  and  some 
light  manufactures  like  textiles — are 
subject  to  trade  protectionism  in  the 
West.  While  French  and  German  bour- 
geois parties  stridently  call  for  a “free 
market”  in  East  Europe,  they  are  com- 
mitted to  preserving  agricultural  protec- 
tionism in  their  own  national  markets. 
Former  Polish  finance  minister  Leszek 
Balcerowicz  complains  that  half  of 
Poland’s  exports  to  the  West  European 
Common  Market  (EC)  face  high  tariffs, 
quotas  and  other  trade  barriers:  "And  this 
at  a time  when  we  are  urged  to  go  in  the 
direction  of  the  market.  We  need  the  EC 
to  lower  barriers  now,  not  in  four  or  five 
years’  time"  ( Economist , 21  September 
1991).  Balcerowicz  is  well  aware  that 
the  consolidation  of  capitalism  in  the 
region  is  far  from  assured. 

In  most  of  East  Europe,  the  Stalin- 
ist regimes  collapsed  during  1989  and 
were  replaced  by  parties  committed  to 
bourgeois  "democratic”  counterrevolu- 
tion. In  East  Germany,  an  incipient  polit- 
ical revolution  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
capitalist  reunification  drive  as  the 
deformed  workers  state  was  rapidly 
annexed  into  a powerful  Fourth  Reich  of 
German  imperialism.  In  Yugoslavia  a 
nationalist  civil  war  broke  out  last  year 
between  rival  governments  of  former 
Stalinist  bureaucrats.  Elsewhere  in  the 
Balkans  (Albania.  Bulgaria,  Romania) 
"reformed"  Stalinist  regimes  have  un- 
successfully sought  to  preside  over  a 
"transition"  to  a capitalist  market.  In  con- 
trast, in  Hungary,  Czechoslovakia  and 
Poland,  the  Stalinists  were  ousted  and  in 
their  wake  fledgling  capitalist  states  are 
now  being  erected. 

However,  as  we  noted  following  the 
failed  August  coup  in  Moscow  and  the 
successful  pro-imperialist  countercoup 
headed  by  Yeltsin:  "The  forces  backing 


establishment  of  a counterrevolutionary 
slate  apparatus.  As  Trotsky  wrote  in  the 
1930s: 

"Should  a bourgeois  counterrevolution 
succeed  in  the  USSR,  the  new  govern- 
ment for  a lengthy  period  would  have  to 
base  itself  upon  the  nationalized  econ- 
omy. But  what  does  such  a type  of  tem- 
porary conflict  between  the  economy  and 
the  state  mean?  It  means  a revolution  or 
a counterrevolution.  The  victory  of  one 
class  over  another  signifies  that  it  will 
reconstruct  the  economy  in  the  interests 
of  the  victors." 

— “Not  a Workers’  and 
Not  a Bourgeois  State?" 
(November  1937) 

Trotsky  also  insisted  that  counter- 
revolution could  not  succeed  in  a 
"bourgeois-democratic"  (parliamentary) 
framework  but  would  require  harsh 
bonapartist  regimes  to  break  the  resis- 
tance of  the  working  class.  On  such  a 
basis  a new  class  of  capitalist  "robber 
barons"  could  take  over  the  nationalized 
industry,  which  is  already  being  run 
according  to  the  dictates  of  the  world 
market. 

However,  the  proto-capitalist  states  in 
East  Europe  are  extremely  weak  and 
fragile.  Poland  is  witnessing  almost  con- 
stant working-class  protest  and  resis- 
tance while  the  popular  authority  of 
the  Solidamosc  regime  falls  to  ever- 
deeper  lows.  One  recent  poll  showed 
Walesa’s  standing  was  below  that  of 
General  Jaruzelski,  the  last  Stalinist 
ruler,  and  a majority  retrospectively 
supported  the  December  1981  crack- 
down against  Solidamosc.  Meanwhile, 
in  Czechoslovakia,  with  the  fracturing 
of  the  "Civic  Forum”  into  a number  of 
rival  parties,  the  Communist  Party  now 
has  the  largest  parliamentary  fraction. 
The  Havel/Kraus  regime  lives  in  fear  of 
a social  explosion  as  it  imihiserates 
the  traditionally  socialist  Czech  prole- 
tariat. Prague's  deputy  finance  minister 


terly  contending  factions,  with  Walesa 
bandying  about  anti-Semitic  demagogy 
and  his  former  colleagues  accusing  him 
of  harboring  dictatorial  ambitions  (!). 
The  first  dramatic  sign  of  Solidamosc' 
loss  of  popular  authority  came  in  the 
presidential  election  in  the  winter  of 
1990.  While  Walesa  won  75  percent  of 
the  vote  on  the  second  round  (as  half 
the  electorate  stayed  home),  an  unknown 
£migr£  businessman,  Stanislaw  Tymin- 
ski.  outpolled  the  prime  minister  Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki. 

No  sooner  had  President  Walesa  taken 
office  than  he  was  confronted  with  a 
wave  of  strikes — Silesian  coal  miners, 
transport  workers,  air  traffic  controllers. 
Warsaw  garbagemen  walked  off  their 
jobs  for  a week,  and  the  army  was  called 
in  to  pick  up  the  trash.  Walesa  dropped 
his  "democratic"  facade,  accusing  strike 
organizers  of  "breaking  the  law"  and 
threatening  to  "use  all  means  and  force 
to  defend  our  ideals"  (London  Inde- 
pendent, 14  June  1991).  But  under  pres- 
ent conditions  in  Poland,  this  tough  talk 
is  just  so  much  bluster.  If  the  police  or 
army  were  used  to  break  up  picket  lines 
and  arrest  striking  workers,  this  could 
ignite  a social  explosion  that  would  blow 
Walesa  right  out  of  the  Belvedere  Palace. 

Solidamosc’  loss  of  popular  authority 
has  been  paralleled  by  that  of  its  historic 
protector  (and  in  a sense  creator),  the 
Polish  Catholic  hierarchy.  With  the  Com- 
munists out  and  Walesa  in.  Pope  Wojtyla 
and  Cardinal  Glemp  believed  that  Poland 
was  now  theirs  for  the  taking.  Last  spring 
the  hierarchy  launched  an  aggressive 
campaign  to  outlaw  abortion  and  to 
abolish  the  existing  constitutional  sepa- 
ration of  church  and  slate.  However,  the 
prelates’  power  play  provoked  an  anti- 
clerical backlash.  Opinion  polls  show 
that  60  percent  of  the  population  favors 
legalized  abortion  and  believes  the 
church  has  too  much  influence  in  public 
life,  although  90  percent  still  identify 
themselves  as  practicing  Catholics.  One 
poll  showed  respect  for  the  church  as  an 
institution  has  fallen  below  that  for  the 
army. 

The  elections  to  the  Sejm  (parliament) 
last  fall  were  another  blow  to  the  Soli- 
damosc regime.  The  government  parties 
got  just  16  percent  of  the  vote,  while  the 
parties  deriving  from  the  old  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  got  20  percent.  True,  the 
erstwhile  Stalinists  made  no  pretense  of 
standing  for  socialism  but  rather  called 
for  a social-democratic  "mixed"  (capi- 
talist) economy.  Nonetheless,  the  soon- 
to-be-axed  second  Solidamosc  prime 
minister.  Jan  Bielecki,  was  right  when 
he  called  the  result  “a  vote  against  the 
market  economy."  At  the  same  time,  the 
Solidamosc  parties  lost  ground  to  their 
right,  to  the  fascistic  Confederation  for 
an  Independent  Poland  (KPN)  and  the 
clericalist  Catholic  Action. 

The  election  debacle  produced  a two- 
month-long  governmental  crisis  until  the 
contentious  Solidamosc  parties  and  their 
more  right-wing  allies  patched  together 
a new  government,  which  was  immedi- 
ately greeted  by  nationwide  protest 
strikes  against  the  climbing  unemploy- 
ment and  inflation.  The  Chicago  Tribune 


Romanian  Gypsies  seeking  refuge  in  Berlin.  Driven  from  their  homes  by 
nationalist  terror,  they  now  face  fascist  attacks  in  Germany. 


Yeltsin  would  like  to  be  a capitalist  class, 
but  they  are  not  yet  one.  Even  in  Poland, 
where  the  state  is  capitalist  from  top 
to  bottom,  a capitalist  class  has  not  yet 
congealed  because  they  lack... capital" 
(WV  No.  533.  30  August  1991).  Unlike 
capitalism  growing  organically  out  of 
the  womb  of  feudal  society,  the  restora- 
tion of  capitalism  requires  the  prior 
destruction  of  the  workers  state  and 
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(12  January)  reported  one  young  woman 
in  Warsaw  saying,  "You  often  hear  this 
sentence:  ‘It  was  better  under  the  Com- 
munists’." In  order  to  recapture  its  crum- 
bling authority,  the  Walesa  regime  could 
well  step  up  its  nationalist  demagogy  and 
fish  in  the  troubled  waters  of  the  frac- 
tured Soviet  Union. 

Poland  and  Irredentism, 

East  and  West 

Last  year  Walesa  exhorted  a group  of 
visiting  Western  businessmen:  "Invest 
your  money  in  Poland.  We  don’t  fight 
about  dividing  the  country  like  they 
do  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Yugoslavia" 
(London  Guardian,  19  April  1991).  Po- 
land owes  its  present  vaunted  “ethnic 
purity"  to  the  actions  of  Adolf  Hitler  and 
then  Joseph  Stalin.  The  interwar  Poland 
of  fascistic  dictator  Marshal  Pilsudski 
contained  three  million  Jews — 10  per- 
cent of  the  population — by  far  the  largest 
proportion  of  any  country  in  the  world. 
At  the  same  time,  Warsaw  ruled  over 
large  sections  of  the  Ukraine,  Byelorus- 
sia and  Lithuania. 

The  Nazi  occupiers  “purified”  Poland 
of  its  Jewish  population  by  genocide. 
And  when  the  Soviet  Red  Army  drove 
out  the  Wehrmacht,  Stalin  had  the  Polish 
state  moved  bodily  westward.  The  west- 
ern Ukraine,  western  Byelorussia  and  all 
of  Lithuania  were  incorporated  into  the 
USSR.  In  return,  Poland  was  given  west- 
ern Silesia,  a region  which  had  been  un- 
der German  rule  since  the  days  of  Fred- 
erick the  Great.  In  1945-46,  three  million 
ethnic  Germans  were  driven  out  of  Po- 
land. and  those  who  remained  were  sub- 
jected to  forced  Polonization.  Now  the 
collapse  of  the  postwar  Stalinist  order 
in  East  Europe  has  reopened  all  national 
and  border  questions  amid  a general  cli- 
mate of  chauvinism  and  reaction. 

There  exists  a sizable  Polish  minority 
in  Lithuania  concentrated  in  the  region 
around  the  capital.  Vilnius.  Overwhelm- 
ingly workers  and  peasants,  the  Polish 
community  has  been  viewed  and  treated 
with  contempt  by  the  dominant  Lith- 
uanians. A major  aim  of  the  national- 
ist Sajudis — the  now  ruling  party  of 
Lithuania — has  been  to  eliminate  the 
national  rights  of  the  Polish  community. 
When  Lithuania  was  still  part  of  the 
USSR,  the  Sajudis  government  voted  to 
make  Lithuanian  the  sole  official  lan- 
guage. Poles,  whose  second  language  is 
Russian — the  lingua  franca  of  the  Soviet 
Union — were  thus  effectively  barred 
from  government  posts  and  higher  edu- 
cation. One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Sajudis 
after  Lithuania  was  recognized  as  inde- 
pendent last  fall  was  to  abolish  the  local 
Polish  councils,  claiming  they  had  sup- 
ported the  botched  Kremlin  coup. 

As  long  as  the  Lithuanian  nationalists 
were  pitied  against  Gorbachev’s  Krem- 
lin, the  Solidamosc  regime  in  Warsaw 
fulsomely  supported  them  in  the  name 
of  anti-Communist  solidarity.  But  since 
Lithuania  became  independent  with  Yel- 
tsin’s blessing,  there  has  been  growing 
friction  between  Warsaw  and  Vilnius. 
Last  fall  the  Polish  foreign  minister  post- 
poned a scheduled  visit  to  Lithuania  to 
protest  the  treatment  of  the  Polish  com- 
munity there. 

While  the  situation  of  the  oppressed 
Polish  minority  in  Lithuania  can  become 
a rallying  point  for  right-wing  Polish 
nationalists,  the  Silesian  question  can  be 
used  by  the  far  more  powerful,  resurgent 
German  imperialist  state.  For  decades 
German  £migr£s  from  Silesia  and  East 
Prussia  were  a strong  force  on  the  West 
German  right.  Now  with  the  breakdown 
of  the  Stalinist  order,  the  German  minor- 
ity in  Silesia  is  making  its  voice  heard. 
And  they  naturally  look  to  the  powerful 
German  state  across  the  Oder-Neisse  as 
their  protector.  When  Bonn  chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl  visited  Polish  Silesia  in  late 
1989,  he  was  greeted  with  banners  say- 
ing. “Helmut,  you  are  our  Chancellor 
too." 

For  the  present.  Kohl  has  reluctantly 
affirmed  the  Oder-Neisse  line  as  the 
German-Polish  border.  However,  reuni- 
fication has  produced  an  orgy  of  Ger- 
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regimes 
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East  Europe's 
Industry. 
Hungary's 
Icarus  bus 
factory  (left), 
Poland’s  Ursus 
tractor  works 
have  been 
decimated  by 
huge  layoffs. 
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Bulgaria 

2.4 

-0.4 

-13.6 

-20.0 

Czechoslovakia 

2.3 

1.0 

-1.1 

-12.0 

Hungary 

0.0 

-0.2 

-5.0 

-7.0 

Poland 

4.7 

0.5 

-12.0 

-8.0 

Romania 

-2.0 

-7.9 

-10.5 

-9.0 

OECD  Economic  Outlook,  Decomber  1991 


man  chauvinism,  marked  by  murderous 
attacks  on  Poles  and  dark-skinned  immi- 
grant workers.  Flexing  its  political  mus- 
cles. the  Kohl  regime  successfully  defied 
its  Common  Market  partners  and  Wash- 
ington in  the  Yugoslav  war  by  reasserting 
Germany’s  traditional  protectorship  of 
Croatia  against  Serbia.  And  Poland  is  a 
lot  closer  and  more  historically  and  stra- 
tegically important  for  German  imperi- 
alism than  the  Balkans. 

Czech  “Democracy”  Fuels 
Fascistic  Nationalism 

Western  liberals  and  social  democrats 
can  scarcely  find  the  current  crop  of  East 
European  rulers  appealing — clerical- 
nationalists  like  Walesa  and  Hungary’s 
Josef  Antall,  ex-Stalinist  apparatchiks 
turned  nationalist  demagogues  like 
Romania's  Iliescu  and  Serbia’s  Milo- 
sevic. A signal  exception  is  Czechoslo- 
vak president  Vaclav  Havel — the  witty, 
urbane,  Bohemian  (in  both  senses)  writer 
and  self-styled  humanist. 

Yet  this  model  of  a modern  hip  liberal 
is  the  front  man  for  finance  minister 
Vaclav  Kraus,  a fanatical  devotee  of 
Margaret  Thatcher  and  Milton  Friedman, 
the  one-time  economic  adviser  to  the 
Chilean  butcher  Pinochet.  The  "free 
market"  shock  treatment  meted  out  by 
the  Havel/Kraus  regime  has  fueled  the 
growth  of  Slovak  nationalism,  with 
strong  fascistic  elements,  just  as  in  the 
1930s  the  world-famous  Czech  "demo- 
crats" Masaryk  and  Benes.  who  were 
lionized  by  the  Western  left,  fueled  the 
growth  of  pro-Nazi  nationalism  among 
the  oppressed  German  (Sudeten)  mi- 
nority and  clerical-fascism  among  the 
downtrodden  Slovaks. 

From  the  formation  of  Czechoslovakia 
by  the  Western  imperialist  victors  after 
World  War  I,  the  country’s  political  life 
has  been  shaped  and  at  times  dominated 
by  the  tensions  between  Czechs  and 
Slovaks.  While  both  are  Western  Slavic 
peoples  speaking  a similar  language, 
they  have  a different  history  and  polit- 
ical culture.  The  Czechs  of  Bohemia 
and  Moravia  were  drawn  into  the  eco- 
nomic and  cultural  orbit  of  late  medie- 
val Germany.  In  the  15th  century  the 
radical  religious  movement  led  by  Jan 
Huss  in  Bohemia  became  the  forerun- 
ner of  the  Protestant  Reformation  in 
Central  Europe. 

While  the  Hussite  movement  was 
bloodily  suppressed,  the  authority  of  the 


Roman  Catholic  church  has  always 
remained  weak  in  the  Czech  lands.  In 
the  late  19th  century  Bohemia  and 
Moravia  underwent  substantial  indus- 
trial development,  generating  a proletar- 
iat with  a high  level  of  class  conscious- 
ness and  an  intelligentsia  proud  of  its 
secular  humanist  culture.  After  the  Bol- 
shevik Revolution,  the  Czech  Social 
Democracy  in  its  majority  voted  to  join 
the  Communist  International. 

During  this  period  Slovakia  remained 
a rural,  traditionally  Catholic  region 
ruled  by  the  decadent  Hungarian  nobil- 
ity. Following  the  formation  of  a uni- 
tary state  in  1919,  the  Czechs  looked 
down  on  their  poor  Slovak  cousins  as 
priest-ridden  country  bumpkins.  In  turn, 
the  Slovaks  resented  the  dominance  of 
smug,  arrogant,  wealthier  Czechs.  In 
the  late  1930s  Hitler  exploited  the  na- 
tional resentment  of  the  Slovaks,  as 
well  as  the  German  minority,  to  dis- 
member the  Czechoslovak  state  and 
establish  the  clerical-fascist  “Republic 
of  Slovakia"  under  Monsignor  Josef 
Tiso.  The  Tiso  regime  killed  75,000 


out  of  Slovakia’s  90,000  Jews. 

The  horrors  of  the  Nazi  occupation 
produced  a strengthening  of  the  left, 
especially  the  Communists,  among  both 
Czechs  and  Slovaks.  In  1944.  a Com- 
munist-led Slovak  uprising  was  defeated 
by  the  Nazis  (with  Stalin's  connivance). 
In  1945  the  Czechoslovak  Communist 
Party  won  an  absolute  majority  in  an  in- 
contestably free  parliamentary  election. 
When  the  Stalinists  took  power  in  the 
1948  "Prague  coup."  they  did  so  on  the 
basis  of  a solid  general  strike  and  the 
use  of  armed  workers  militias  (which, 
needless  to  say,  were  kept  under  tight 
bureaucratic  control). 

Tensions  between  relatively  backward 
Slovakia  (with  about  a third  of  the  coun- 
try’s population)  and  Bohemia/Moravia 
continued  in  the  post- 1948  Czecho- 
slovak deformed  workers  state.  Indeed, 
these  tensions  were  a major  factor  in 
the  fracturing  of  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy which  led  to  the  1968  "Prague 
Spring."  The  leader  of  the  “reform”  fac- 
tion, Alexander  Dubcek — who  promised 
continued  on  page  12 
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As  capitalist  market  spawns  Immiseration,  nationalist  Slovak 
demonstrators  sport  uniforms  and  symbols  of  the  fascistic  Tiso 
regime  (left).  Polish  pope  of  counterrevolution  being  greeted  in 
Prague  by  "liberal"  Czech  president  Vaclav  Havel. 


East  Europe... 

(continued  from  page  II ) 

“socialism  with  a human  face” — was 
the  First  Secretary  of  the  Slovak  Com- 
munist Parly.  After  Stalinist  order  was 
re-established  with  the  military  interven- 
tion of  the  Soviet-bloc  forces,  which 
sought  to  head  off  a slide  into  political 
revolution,  a major  effort  was  made  to 
overcome  the  economic  backwardness  of 
Slovakia. 

The  pro-Moscow  regime  of  Gustav 
Husak,  himself  a Slovak,  undertook  mas- 
sive industrial  investment  in  Slovakia, 
integrating  this  region  with  the  Soviet 
economy.  Huge  petrochemical  plants 
were  built  utilizing  cheap  Siberian  oil. 
Armaments  factories  supplying  the  So- 
viet military  were  constructed  in  small 
Slovak  villages.  By  1988  per  capita 
income  in  Slovakia  had  risen  to  almost 
90  percent  of  that  in  the  Czech  lands, 
compared  to  60  percent  four  decades  ear- 
lier when  the  old  bourgeois  order  was 
overthrown.  Today,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  reintroduction  of  capitalism  is  bring- 
ing catastrophic  consequences  especially 
for  Slovakia. 

“Velvet  Revolution" 

Spawns  Unemployment, 

Slovak  Separatism 

Despite  Czechoslovakia’s  relative  eco- 
nomic prosperity,  the  heavily  repressive 
Stalinist  regime  was  universally  de- 
spised. When  in  the  fall  of  1989  the  East 
German  Honecker  government  was  top- 
pled and  Gorbachev  conspicuously  with- 
drew support  from  its  counterpart  in 
Prague,  mass  protests  and  a threatened 
general  strike  swept  away  the  Stalinist 
regime  within  a few  weeks.  The  hastily 
formed  Civic  Forum,  with  Havel  as  its 
most  prominent  leader,  served  as  an 
umbrella  organization  for  the  "demo- 
cratic" opposition,  and  not  only  the 
opposition.  The  entire  right  wing  of  the 
bureaucracy,  led  by  the  Gorbachevite 
prime  minister  Marian  Calfa,  defected 
to  the  Forum. 

The  ultimate  popular  front,  the  Civic 
Forum  ran  the  gamut  from  former 
liberal  Stalinists  like  Dubcek  and 
pseudo-Trotskyists  like  Peter  Uhl  to 
anti-Communist  clericalists  and  "free 
market"  fanatics  like  Kraus.  The  mood 
of  national  unity  and  euphoria  lasted 
through  the  parliamentary  elections  in 
June  1990,  which  were  easily  won  by 
the  Civic  Forum.  (Significantly,  the 
rump  Communist  Party  did  surprisingly 
well,  emerging  as  the  second  largest 
party  in  both  Czech  lands  and  Slovakia.) 
The  Slovak  branch  of  the  Civic  Forum, 
called  People  Against  Violence  (VPN), 
strongly  outpolled  both  the  separatist 
Slovak  National  Party  and  the  national- 
istic Christian  Democrats.  This  would 
change  rapidly  and  dramatically  as  the 
economic  effects  of  the  “bourgeois  dem- 
ocratic" counterrevolution  soon  made 
themselves  felt. 

Following  the  1990  elections,  the 
extreme  right  wing  of  the  Civic  Forum 
around  the  finance  minister  Kraus  gained 
the  upper  hand  in  the  new  ruling  group. 
A key  element  in  establishing  a bour- 


geois state  has  been  a purge  of  all  former 
officials  of  the  Communist  Party,  the 
militia  or  the  security  police  from  public 
office.  Under  the  watchword  of  "lustra- 
tion" (from  the  Latin,  meaning  "purify- 
ing sacrifice”),  a witchhunt  has  been 
gathering  steam  against  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  ex-CPers.  The  first  "sacri- 
fice." in  January  1991,  was  the  Czech 
environment  minister  Bodrich  Moldan, 
a longtime  dissident.  Next  there  was  a 
show  trial  of  some  liberal  Civic  Forum 
members  of  parliament  who  had  signed 
the  Charter  77  dissident  manifesto.  Now 
they’re  even  going  after  Dubcek. 

Along  with  the  purge  of  reds,  on 
New  Year’s  1991  the  Prague  government 
launched  an  economic  "shock  treatment" 
on  the  Polish  model.  The  trauma  was 
especially  severe  in  Slovakia,  whose 
economy  was  already  reeling  from  the 
collapse  of  trade  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
Arms  factories  which  dominated  the  eco- 
nomic life  of  small  towns  were  closed 
down  as  "unprofitable."  Unemployment, 
which  had  been  effectively  zero  in 
1989,  skyrocketed  to  10  percent  by  late 
last  year  in  Slovakia  and  4 percent  in 
Bohemia/Moravia. 

The  rise  of  Slovak  separatism  ran 
apace  with  an  immiseration  of  the 
masses.  Last  March,  when  Havel  spoke 
in  the  Slovak  capital  of  Bratislava,  he 
was  mobbed  by  psychotic  right-wing 
nationalists  who  shouted,  “Go  home  to 
Prague,  you  Jew!"  (Havel,  of  course,  is 
not  Jewish.)  Around  the  same  time,  the 
popular  and  “populist"  VPN  prime  min- 
ister of  Slovakia.  Vladimir  Meciar,  split 
from  Havel/Kraus  and  formed  a new 
party  to  “build  Slovak  statehood"  in 
order  to  defend  its  economy  from  the 
“free  market"  hatchetmen  in  Prague.  In 
the  wake  of  the  VPN  split,  the  Chris- 
tian Democratic  leader  Jan  Camogursky 
became  the  new  Slovak  prime  minister; 
one  of  his  first  acts  was  to  send  tele- 
grams of  congratulations  to  the  seces- 
sionist regimes  in  Slovenia  and  Croatia 
on  their  declaration  of  independence 
from  Yugoslavia. 

A VPN  spokesman  explained  the  sit- 


uation: "When  countries  experience  an 
economic  crisis,  people  become  nation- 
alistic" ( Washington  Post.  28  October 
1991).  However.  Slovakia  didn’t  “expe- 
rience" an  economic  crisis  as  if  it  were 
a natural  disaster.  This  is  a manmade 
calamity,  accompanying  the  restoration 
of  capitalism.  Yet  the  anger  of  Slovak 
working  people  over  "free  market” 
immiseration  is  being  channeled  into 
right-wing  nationalism,  symbolized  by 
the  public  rehabilitation  of  Father  Tiso, 
who  was  hanged  as  a war  criminal  in 
1947.  When  a memorial  plaque  was 
placed  at  Tiso’s  birthplace  in  December. 
Slovak  prime  minister  Camogursky 
defended  the  clerical-fascist  war  crimi- 
nal. arguing:  “Tiso  is  broadly  considered 
as  having  served  as  a brake  against  even 
greater  Germanization." 

Unlike  in  1939,  the  Slovak  separatists 
do  not  now  have  the  German  imperialist 
army  at  hand  to  install  them  in  power. 
The  present  mood  among  the  Czech 
masses  appears  to  be,  if  the  Slovaks  want 
to  go,  good  riddance.  Nonetheless,  it  is 
by  no  means  given  that  the  national  divi- 
sion of  the  Czechoslovak  state  would  take 
place  peacefully.  Moreover,  the  Slovak 
nationalists  might  find  that  their  most 
dangerous  enemies  are  not  the  Czechs 
but  their  old  masters,  the  Hungarians. 

Hungary  at  the  Center  of 
Central  European  Irredentism 

There  are  presently  700.000  Hungar- 
ians in  Czechoslovakia,  two  million  in 
Romania  and  500,000  in  Yugoslavia. 
One  out  of  every  four  ethnic  Magyars 
lives  outside  the  borders  of  Hungary.  The 
root  cause  of  this  state  of  affairs  is  that 
Hungary  had  the  misfortune  to  be  on  the 
losing  side  of  both  world  wars.  After 
World  War  I,  when  the  Habsburg  Empire 
was  broken  up,  Hungary  lost  more 
territory  to  Romania  than  remained  in 
the  rump  Magyar  state.  Until  1918  the 
present  Slovak  capital  of  Bratislava 
was  known  by  its  Hungarian  name  of 
Pozsony  and  a majority  of  its  inhabitants 
were  Hungarian. 

The  traumatic  effect  of  defeat  in  war, 
reinforced  by  national  outrage  over  the 
country’s  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
victorious  Western  “democratic"  imper- 
ialists, gave  rise  to  the  short-lived 
Hungarian  Soviet  Republic  of  1919.  Its 
principal  leader.  Bela  Kun.  had  been  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  Russia  when  he  was 
won  to  the  Bolshevik  cause.  A bloody 
counterrevolution,  spearheaded  by  the 
Romanian  army,  overthrew  the  Soviet 
Republic  and  installed  in  power  the 
fascistic  dictatorship  of  Admiral  Horthy. 
The  Horthyite  white  terror  ignited  anti- 
Semitic  pogroms  in  which  thousands 
of  Jews  were  killed.  From  the  counter- 
revolution of  1919-20  to  the  counter- 
revolution of  1989.  anti-Semitism  and 
anti-Communism  have  been  closely 
linked  in  Hungary,  as  in  the  rest  of  East 
Europe. 

In  the  1930s  the  Horthy  regime 
aligned  itself  with  Nazi  Germany,  and 


the  Hungarian  Arrow  Cross  fought 
alongside  the  Waffen  SS  when  Hitler 
launched  Operation  Barbarossa  against 
the  Soviet  Union  in  1941.  Four  years 
later  the  Red  Army  smashed  the  Nazi 
Wehrmacht  and  liberated  Hungary  from 
the  nightmare  of  fascism.  In  1947-48 
the  Stalinists,  reacting  to  the  pressures 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  carried  out  in  East 
Europe  a social  revolution  bureaucrati- 
cally controlled  from  above. 

The  deformations  were  especially 
severe  in  Hungary.  The  regime  of  arch- 
Stalinist  Matyas  Rakosi  was  exception- 
ally bloody,  including  toward  fellow 
Communists,  even  by  the  standards  of 
what  was  later  euphemistically  called 
"the  era  of  the  cult  of  the  personality." 
The  post-Stalin  "thaw”  in  the  Soviet 
Union  cracked  the  totalitarian  police- 
state  apparatus  which  protected  Rakosi 
and  his  cohorts.  In  October  1956  a pop- 
ular uprising  broke  out  against  the  hated 
regime,  and  workers  councils  took  de 
facto  power  in  Budapest  and  other  major 
cities.  But  this  proletarian  political 
revolution,  which  lacked  a Bolshevik 
internationalist  leadership,  was  crushed 
through  the  direct  intervention  of  the 
Soviet  Army,  which  was  met  by  a 
months-long  general  strike. 

Following  the  suppression  of  the  rev- 
olution, the  Kremlin  installed  in  power 
the  liberal  Stalinist  Janos  Kadar,  who 
had  been  imprisoned  and  tortured  under 
Rakosi.  In  the  early  1960s  Kadar  sought 
popular  support,  or  at  least  acceptance, 
by  improving  consumption  levels  ("gou- 
lash Communism”)  and  relaxing  con- 
trols over  intellectual  and  cultural  life. 
In  order  to  increase  trade  with  West 
Europe,  in  1968  the  Budapest  Stalinists 
introduced  widespread  decentralization 
and  market  mechanisms  into  the  econ- 
omy. Over  the  next  two  decades,  this 
“market  socialism"  led  to  the  fragmen- 
tation of  the  bureaucracy  and  the  emer- 
gence of  a relatively  large  class  of  petty 
capitalist  entrepreneurs. 

In  1989  the  faction-ridden  Hungarian 
bureaucracy  totally  disintegrated  as  a 
political  force.  Since  there  was  no  longer 
a Stalinist  party  to  speak  of  and  the  work- 
ing class  remained  politically  passive, 
the  forces  of  the  counterrevolution  in 
Hungary  split  into  bitterly  hostile  fac- 
tions— the  Free  Democrats  and  the  Dem- 
ocratic Union — even  before  they  came 
to  power. 

The  Free  Democrats  were  centrally 
based  on  the  Western-oriented  Buda- 
pest intelligentsia,  a number  of  whom 
were  of  Jewish  background.  They  stand 
for  the  rapid  restoration  of  capitalist 
property  and  total  political  and  eco- 
nomic integration  of  Hungary  into  West 
Europe.  In  short,  the  Free  Democratic 
leaders  are  aspiring  Eurocrats  who  long 
to  play  big-time  politics  in  the  Com- 
mon Market.  In  contrast,  the  Democratic 
Forum  is  strongly  clerical-nationalist. 
Its  leader  Josef  Antall  calls  for  a return 
to  "Christian"  values  and  a "united 
Hungarian  nation."  The  April  1990  elec - 
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Polish  miners  in  Warsaw  protest  Walesa's  “shock  treatment"  dictated  by 
Western  bankers. 
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tions  were  dominated  by  the  Forum’s 
anti-Semitic  attacks  against  the  Free 
Democrats. 

The  program  of  the  Democratic 
Forum,  which  won  the  election,  states: 
"Hungary  must  accept  responsibility  for 
the  situation  of  Hungarian  minorities 
living  beyond  its  borders  and  consis- 
tent concern  for  these  minorities  must 
be  part  of  the  overall  national  strategy" 
(East  European  Reporter,  Spring/Sum- 
mer 1990).  A cabinet-level  government 
office  has  now  been  set  up  in  Budapest 
to  pursue  this  “national  strategy." 

Spokesmen  for  the  Hungarian  commu- 
nity in  Slovakia — about  12  percent  of 
the  population — are  demanding  auton- 
omy if  the  region  secedes  from  Czecho- 
slovakia. Since  the  Slovak  national- 
ists are  scarcely  likely  to  permit  such 
autonomy,  a Slovak  nationalist  state 
would  come  into  immediate  conflict  with 
Hungary. 

Such  a conflict  already  exists  between 
Budapest  and  Bucharest  over  the  Hun- 
garians of  Transylvania.  The  popular 
uprising  in  1989  against  the  bloody  and 
megalomaniacal  despot  Ceausescu  wit- 
nessed the  unity  of  Magyars  and  Roman- 
ians. Since  then,  however,  the  rising 
tide  of  Romanian  nationalism  has  led 
to  violent  attacks  on  Hungarians  and 
especially  Gypsies.  In  March  1990  a 
Romanian  mob.  armed  with  axes  and 
pitchforks,  fell  upon  Hungarians  demon- 
strating for  language  rights  in  the  Tran- 
sylvanian town  of  Tirgu  Mures;  six 
people  were  killed. 

Some  of  the  demands  on  Romania 
by  the  Budapest  regime — such  as  the 
reopening  of  Hungarian  schools  closed 
by  Ceausescu  and  bilingualism  in  offi- 
cial documents — are  in  themselves  legit- 
imate democratic  and  national  rights. 
But  Antall  & Co.  are  also  raising  anti- 
democratic  demands,  such  as  barring 
Romanians  from  moving  into  predomi- 
nantly Hungarian  villages.  The  creation 
of  Magyar  ghettos  in  Transylvania  could 
only  perpetuate  and  inflame  communal- 
ist  enmity.  Meanwhile,  the  situation 
along  the  Carpathian  border  is  explosive. 

The  Hungary-Romania  conflict  has  to 
date  been  conducted  on  a diplomatic 
plane.  In  Yugoslavia,  where  there  is  a 
large  Hungarian  minority  in  the  northern 
region  of  Vojvodina,  the  Antall  regime 
has  gone  a step  further.  Here  the  Hun- 
garians (as  in  1914  and  1939)  have  the 
big  guns  of  German  imperialism  behind 
them.  Thus  Budapest  supplied  arms  to 
the  Croatian  secessionist  regime  fighting 
the  Serbs  and  the  Yugoslav  army,  while 
Antall  speculated  that  Vojvodina  "could 
one  day"  return  to  Hungary.  One  day, 
that  is,  after  a war  with  Serbia,  if  Hun- 
gary is  victorious. 

That  Hungary  could  in  the  near  future 
be  involved  in  wars  with  three  of 
its  neighbors  underscores  the  bloody- 
minded  nationalism  unleashed  by  and 
driving  forward  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion in  East  Europe.  Such  tendencies  will 
inevitably  be  inflamed  by  the  maneuvers 
and  interventions  of  the  Western  impe- 
rialist powers,  who  will  increasingly  be 
hostile  rivals  squabbling  over  the  spoils 
of  fragmenting  "post-Communist"  East 
Europe.  But  even  if  such  wars  could 
somehow  be  avoided,  the  triumph  of  the 
“national  principle"  in  the  new  "demo- 
cratic" order  would  mean  the  disposses- 
sion and  worse  of  millions  of  members 
of  the  minority  communities  which  exist 
in  every  East  European  country  (and  vir- 
tually everywhere  else  in  the  modem 
world). 

Revolutionary  struggle  against  "free 
market"  immiseration  must  be  integrally 
linked  to  the  struggle  against  all  forms 
of  nationalism,  anti-Semitism,  attacks 
on  Gypsies  and  immigrant  workers,  and 
religious  bigotry.  Reforge  genuinely 
communist  parties  in  East  Europe  com- 
mitted to  the  internationalist  principles 
of  Lenin,  Trotsky.  Rosa  Luxemburg  and 
Christian  Rakovsky! 

Part  II  of  this  article  will  deal  with 
Stalinism,  nationalism  and  counterrevo- 
lution in  the  Balkans,  m 


Pentagon... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

and  rearmament  of  its  vanquished  foes, 
Japan  and  (West)  Germany.  Today,  with- 
out the  Cold  War  justification  for  a com- 
mon imperialist  front,  the  capitalist 
world  is  rapidly  polarizing  into  compet- 
ing imperialist  rivalries. 

The  Pentagon  planners  have  not  laid 
aside  their  visceral  hatred  of  the  remain- 
ing gains  of  the  October  Revolution.  Nor 
do  they  engage  in  facile  triumphalism, 
speaking  cautiously  of  the  "ascendancy 
of  democratic  reformers"  (read:  capital- 
ist restorationists)  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  prospects  “should  this  process 
continue.”  The  document  pointedly 
notes  that  U.S.  strategic  nuclear  weapons 
continue  to  target  the  Soviet  Union, 
warning  that  "Russia  will  remain  the 
only  power  in  the  world  with  the  capa- 
bility of  destroying  the  United  States." 
U.S.  imperialism  has  been  seeking  to  use 
its  links  with  Yeltsin  and  his  counterrev- 
olutionary gang  to  neutralize  this  poten- 
tial threat  to  U.S.  nuclear  hegemony, 
tying  economic  aid  to  drastic  reduction 
of  the  Soviet  nuclear  arsenal. 

The  publication  of  excerpts  from  the 
Pentagon  document  in  the  New  York 
Times  (8  March)  provoked  a chorus  of 
reproach  from  Democratic  Party  candi- 
dates (as  well  as  from  right-wing  “iso- 
lationists" like  Pat  Buchanan).  Demo- 
cratic front-runner  Bill  Clinton’s  office 
declared  that  the  document  was  simply 
"an  excuse  for  big  budgets."  The  Dem- 
ocrats have  no  fundamental  differences 
with  the  aims  of  the  Pentagon  document. 
They  would  simply  prefer  some  more 
talk  of  "collective  security."  But  beyond 
rhetorical  references  to  the  UN,  they 
wouldn’t  disagree  with  neoconservative 
columnist  Charles  Krauthammer,  who 
says:  “The  alternative  is  Japanese  carri- 
ers patrolling  the  Strait  of  Malacca  and 
a nuclear  Germany  dominating  Europe” 
(Washington  Post,  13  March). 

The  Pentagon  document’s  main  con- 
cern is  "to  prevent  any  hostile  power 
from  dominating  a region  whose  re- 
sources would,  under  consolidated  con- 
trol. be  sufficient  to  generate  global 
power.”  In  Europe,  it  states,  the  U.S. 
“must  seek  to  prevent  the  emergence  of 
European-only  security  arrangements." 
Yet  as  Der  Spiegel  (16  March)  reports. 
"Bonn  is  banking  on  a European  security 
system  which  as  much  as  possible  is 
removed  from  U.S.  control."  Moreover, 
in  preparing  to  amend  the  German  “basic 
law"  to  permit  military  actions  outside 
of  NATO,  the  ruling  Christian  Demo- 
crats are  now  being  backed  by  lead- 
ing Social  Democrats,  including  Willy 
Brandt.  A commentary  by  the  editor 
of  the  Suddeutsche  Zeitung  (10  March) 
notes  that  "there  is  no  example  in  his- 
tory of  states  that  in  the  long  run  have 


renounced  turning  their  economic  power 
into  military  muscle."  German  inter- 
vention in  Yugoslavia  could  be  the 
springboard. 

Particular  attention  is  given  in  the  Pen- 
tagon document  to  East  Asia,  where  “we 
must  maintain  our  status  as  a military 
power  of  the  first  magnitude"  to  prevent 
the  emergence  of  "a  regional  hegemon." 
To  drive  home  the  point,  it  warns  against 
the  "potentially  destabilizing  effects  that 
enhanced  roles  on  the  part  of  our  allies, 
particularly  Japan. ..might  produce." 
Japan  has,  throughout  the  ’80s,  more 
persistently  than  any  other  imperialist 
power  concentrated  on  building  up  its 
military  strength.  In  the  last  several 
years,  there  have  been  increasing  signs 
of  heightening  rivalry  between  Japanese 


economic  might,  the  second  in  the  world, 
and  the  U.S.  This  is  becoming  particu- 
larly true  in  East  Asia,  where  Japan  and 
the  U.S.  fought  for  control  in  World  War 
II.  And  U.S.  departure  from  the  Subic 
Bay  naval  base  in  the  Philippines  could 
strengthen  the  “enhanced  role”  for  Japan 
that  the  document  fears. 

With  the  collapse  of  the  Stalinist 
regimes  in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  nuclear  stand-off  between 
U.S.  imperialism  and  the  USSR  has  been 
superseded.  However,  the  eclipse  of 
Soviet  military  power  and  the  dominance 
of  U.S.  imperialism  do  not  diminish  the 
danger  of  nuclear  war,  as  the  liberals 
imagine,  but  rather  increase  it.  During 
the  immediate  postwar  period,  when 
U.S.  imperialism  really  had  hegemony 
in  nuclear  weapons,  it  was  chafing  at  the 
bit  to  incinerate  the  Soviet  Union.  From 
the  start,  the  nuclear  strategy  of  U.S. 
imperialism  has  been  based  on  achieving 
first  strike  capacity.  Barely  one  month 


after  cremating  the  populations  of  Hiro- 
shima and  Nagasaki.  U.S.  military  chiefs 
authored  their  first  nuclear  strategy  doc- 
ument, calling  for  the  U.S.  to  "strike  the 
first  blow."  The  present  document  talks 
of  taking  "military  steps  to  prevent  the 
development  or  use  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction." 

What  stayed  the  hand  of  the  blood- 
thirsty imperialists  was  the  Soviet 
Union’s  development  of  atomic  weapons 
and  delivery  systems  on  a parity  with 
the  U.S.  With  this  deterrent  no  longer  in 
effect,  the  Pentagon  planners  are  prepar- 
ing for  military  action  in  case  of  “polit- 
ical instability  and  internal  conflict  in 
Cuba"  or  to  go  after  North  Korea.  “I’m 
running  out  of  demons,"  complained 
General  Colin  Powell  after  the  Gulf  War. 


“I’m  down  to  Castro  and  Kim  II  Sung" 
(U.S.  News  & World  Report,  14  October 
1991).  But  in  order  to  get  re-elected, 
Bush  may  yet  try  a second  strike  at  Iraq's 
Saddam  Hussein.  And  there's  always 
Libya’s  Qaddafi. 

For  over  two  decades,  since  U.S. 
imperialism  was  defeated  by  the  heroic 
Vietnamese  people,  the  deteriorating 
economic  base  of  American  power  has 
been  declining  relative  to  its  imperialist 
rivals.  Hitler’s  “Thousand-Year  Reich" 
didn’t  last  too  long,  and  Bush’s  “New 
World  Order"  is  built  on  sand.  Under 
capitalism,  rivalries  among  imperialist 
powers  are  ultimately  settled  by  war,  for 
the  international  development  of  produc- 
tion is  in  contradiction  with  the  out- 
moded nation-state.  As  the  decay  of  the 
imperialist  order  points  toward  war,  it  is 
desperately  necessary  for  the  world  pro- 
letariat— above  all  in  the  belly  of  the 
U.S.  imperialist  beast — to  overthrow  the 
capitalist  system.  ■ 


McNamee/Newsweek 


Bush  gloats  over  “New  World  Order"  at  Patriot  missile  plant  after  Gulf  War 
slaughter. 
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a dishonorable  discharge  for  missing  a 
troop  movement  and  going  AWOL  for 
32  days. 

On  February  24,  after  being  held 
for  eight  months  at  Camp  Lejeune, 
North  Carolina,  black  Marine  reservist 
Tahan  Jones  finally  went  on  trial.  One 
day  later,  charges  were  dismissed  “with- 
out prejudice,"  on  grounds  the  govern- 
ment failed  to  bring  Jones  to  trial  within 
120  days  of  charging  him  with  desertion 
and  missing  troop  movements.  This  legal 
maneuver  permits  the  government  to 
file  "new”  charges,  which  Jones  and  his 
supporters  expect  any  day.  If  convicted. 
Jones,  also  an  outspoken  antiwar  activ- 
ist. faces  up  to  seven  years  in  a military 
jail. 

Bush  & Co.  remember  very  well  that 
over  2.000  GIs  who  opposed  the  Gulf 


War  slaughter  applied  for  conscientious 
objector  status,  and  hundreds  of  them 
deserted  as  the  Pentagon  sat  on  their  CO 
applications.  The  trial  of  Tahan  Jones 
marks  the  government’s  determination  to 
squelch  future  military  protest  as  they 
prepare  their  next  military  adventure. 
With  Bush's  popularity  plummeting,  and 
the  Pentagon  already  rattling  its  nuclear- 
tipped  saber  at  Iraq.  Libya.  Cuba  and 
North  Korea,  that  may  not  be  far  off. 
Drop  the  charges  against  Jones.  Larsen 
and  all  the  antiwar  GIs! 

For  more  information  and  to  send 
a contribution  write:  Tahan  Jones/Erik 
Larsen  Defense  Committee.  1678  Shat- 
tuck  Ave.,  Box  225.  Berkeley.  CA  94709. 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  continue 
to  support  and  build  the  PDC.  Be- 
come a monthly  sustaining  contributor. 
Send  a donation  of  $5  or  more  and 
receive  a subscription  to  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes.  For  a single  copy  send 
$1  to:  Partisan  Defense  Committee, 


P.O.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New 
York.  New  York  10013.  ■ 

St.  Patrick’s 
Day  Bigotry... 

(continued  from  page  2) 
not  the  state,  women  will  decide  their 
fate!"  This  state  is  not  neutral — it’s  an 
enemy  of  the  oppressed. 

Up  in  Boston  last  year,  at  a united- 
front  protest  initiated  by  the  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  against  fascist 
David  Duke,  we  threw  out  some  JDLers 
who  had  tried  to  crash  the  demo.  Their 
racist  attacks  against  Palestinians  and 
blacks  and  their  fascistic  enthusiasm  for 
Zionist  terror  had  no  place  there.  The 
answer  to  acts  of  bigotry  is  not  bringing 
in  the  state’s  mass  murderers  to  pick  and 
choose  among  different  groups,  but  a 
fight  for  a workers  party  that  will  cham- 
pion the  rights  of  all  the  oppressed.  No 
bigotry  on  parade!  ■ 
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NY  Transit  Workers  March  on  Union  HQ 
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New  York  City,  March  3:  Angry  TWU  demonstrators  prevented  from  entering  their  union  hall  by  NYPD  thugs  called  out 


MARCH  16 — Chanting  “'Sellout  Sonny’ 
Hall  Has  Got  to  Go!"  over  1.000  mem- 
bers of  Transport  Workers  Union  Local 
100  marched  from  the  Metropolitan 
Transit  Authority  building  in  midtown 
Manhattan  to  confront  union  president 
Hall  at  the  TWU  hall  on  West  End  Ave- 
nue March  3.  Workers  are  furious  over 
a new  takeback  contract — to  which  the 
TWU  tops’  response  is  the  TA  manage- 
ment line  that  if  the  ranks  don’t  vote  for 
these  givebacks.  they'll  take  it  out  of 
health  care.  This  march  came  only  two 
weeks  after  1,500  TWUers  shut  down 
the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  and  marched  to  the 
union  hall  for  a stormy  protest  meeting, 
where  Hall  called  the  cops.  This  time 
when  they  arrived  at  the  hall  it  was 
surrounded  by  barricades  manned  by  the 
NYPD,  called  out  by  Hall  to  prevent 
workers  from  entering  their  own  building! 

The  situation  in  New  York  transit  is 
explosive.  After  being  told  for  the  last 
decade  that  you  can’t  strike  against 
City  Hall  and  Albany,  the  ranks  of  the 
most  powerful  (35.000-strong)  muni- 
cipal union  in  the  country  are  fed  up. 
Thousands  of  TWUers  want  to  fight — 
the  urgent  question  everyone  is  asking 
is  how ? Everyone  knows  that  Hall  is 
on  the  other  side,  heading  a narrow 
white  job-trusting  bureaucracy  in  this 
heavily  integrated  union.  They  act  as 
enforcers  for  the  TA — imposing  drug 
testing,  forcing  workers  to  endure  deadly 
working  conditions  and  selling  their 
miserable  contract.  Hall  & Co.  played 
a major  role  in  electing  Democratic 
mayor  Dinkins,  who  was  put  in  office 
by  Wall  Street  to  enforce  anti-labor 
austerity. 

But  the  New  Directions/Commitlee 
for  a Just  Contract  which  has  led  the 
protests  also  serves  the  same  forces, 
acting  as  a pressure  group  on  the  Dem- 
ocrats and  bureaucrats.  New  Directions 
members  of  the  Executive  Board  voted 
with  Hall  last  spring  to  extend  the 
contract,  and  they  have  consistently 
refused  to  call  for  a strike.  While  transit 
workers  streaming  over  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge  chanted  "No  contract,  no  work,” 
this  housebroken  “opposition”  only  says 
“Vote  no.”  At  most  they  toy  around  with 
the  "threat”  of  a “job  action”  during  the 
Democratic  convention  this  summer,  in 
order  to  send  Hall  “back  to  the  bargain- 
ing table  to  negotiate  a better  deal."  And 
at  the  March  3 rally,  Naomi  Allen,  a 


by  Sonny  Hall. 

leader  of  ND  and  avowed  "socialist." 
gave  their  real  program:  “preparing  for 
confrontation  is  the  best  way  to  avoid 
confrontation." 

On  everybody’s  lips  is  the  bitter  expe- 
rience of  the  1980  strike  and  sellout, 
when  then-president  John  Lawe,  aided 
and  abetted  by  the  "oppositionists"  in 
the  “Good  Contract  Committee,"  knuck- 
led under  to  Mayor  Koch  and  ordered 
Local  100  strikers  back  to  work.  The 
givebacks  and  Taylor  Law  fines  that  fol- 
lowed were  the  result  of  the  union  tops’ 
capitulation.  Hall  would  have  transit 
workers  believe  that  the  lesson  of  1980 
is  “You  strike,  you  lose."  Bull!  The  real 
lesson  of  that  defeat  is  that  a transit  strike 
in  NYC  is  a hardball  political  fight  from 
Day  One.  And  for  that  you  need  a 
leadership  that  has  the  class-struggle 
program  and  backbone  to  fight  the  cap- 
italist politicians  and  courts  by  shutting 
this  city  down  tight.  That’s  the  call  of 
the  Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU. 

Committee  supporters  carried  signs  on 
March  3 including:  "Strike  to  Defend 
Our  Jobs!  Save  Lives!  Smash  the  Taylor 
Law!"  and  “We  Need  a Mass  Meet- 
ing at  the  Garden!  Vote  It  Down! 
Elect  a Strike  Committee!”  The  bosses’ 
no-strike  laws  and  injunctions  can  be 
turned  into  worthless  scraps  of  paper  by 
a solid  strike  and  appealing  to  PATH, 


L1RR  and  Metro  North  transit  workers 
for  joint  strike  action  to  paralyze  NYC. 
The  TWU  can  build  popular  support  by 
demanding/ree  mass  transit — rip  out  the 
turnstiles!  Marches  last  spring  by  tens 
of  thousands  of  city  workers,  Teamsters, 
Daily  News  strikers,  1199  hospital  work- 
ers and  City  University  students — all  of 
whom  have  been  on  the  receiving  end 
of  the  bosses'  war  on  labor  and  minor- 
ities— show  the  support  is  there  for  a 
militant  counteroffensive. 

With  voting  on  the  new  transit  con- 
tract concluding  today,  the  TWU  bureau- 
crats are  plenty  worried,  even  with  the 
mail  ballot  designed  to  slip  this  one 
through.  Hall  told  New  York  Newsday 
that  "the  vote  is  definitely  in  jeopardy, 
we  have  been  having  a great  deal  of  dif- 
ficulty convincing  the  members  they 
should  support  it."  But  if  he  can’t  con- 
vince the  members,  “Sellout  Sonny" 
brings  in  the  cops — the  armed  fist  of  the 
state.  As  for  New  Directions,  they  tell 
transit  workers  to  look  to  the  cops!  Their 
leaflet  says:  “The  Taylor  Law  can  be 
beaten,  as  other  unions  (such  as  the  Cor- 
rections Officers)  have  shown.”  Cops 
and  prison  guards  are  the  sworn  enemies 
of  labor  and  minorities! 

Moreover,  the  "job  action”  New 
Directions  is  referring  to  was  a bloody, 
racist  rampage  by  guards  on  Rikers 


Island  in  the  summer  of  1990,  who  sav- 
agely beat  defenseless  inmates  and  then 
threatened  to  “strike"  unless  Dinkins 
accepted  an  official  cover-up.  Trying 
to  imitate  the  Attica  butchers,  sadistic 
guards  forced  inmates  to  run  a gauntlet 
along  a 45-foot-long  corridor  and  beat 
them  until  the  hallway  ran  with  blood — 
142  were  injured,  one  died.  The  cops 
even  beat  EMS  technicians  attempting 
to  get  on  the  island  to  treat  the  wounded. 
Is  this  what  New  Directions/Hell  on 
Wheels  holds  up  as  the  way  to  beat  the 
Taylor  Law?  We  say:  Cops  out  of  the 
labor  movement! 

The  battle  over  the  NYC  transit 
contract  must  come  smack  up  against 
the  bipartisan  war  on  the  oppressed  as 
decaying  capitalism  seeks  to  break  the 
unions  and  "writes  off’  the  inner  city 
poor.  The  Democrats  in  City  Hall  carry 
out  the  cuts  dictated  by  the  White  House 
and  Congress,  while  the  bureaucrats  in 
the  union  hall  shove  it  down  the  workers' 
throats.  The  Committee  for  a Fighting 
TWU  calls  to  "Dump  the  Democrats 
Cuomo/Dinkins — For  a Workers  Party!” 
Forge  a leadership  on  a program  to 
sweep  out  the  misleaders  of  labor,  break 
with  the  capitalist  parties  and  put  the 
workers  movement  at  the  head  of  all 
the  oppressed  in  a class  struggle  for 
power!  ■ 


CAT  Workers... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

declared  an  impasse  in  negotiations,  a 
legal  maneuver  paving  the  way  for  hiring 
scabs.  Meanwhile  the  company  brought 
in  Vance  International,  a sinister  strike- 
breaking outfit  that  herded  scabs  across 
picket  lines  at  Greyhound  and  the  New 
York  Daily  News , to  post  guards  at  plant 
gates.  The  UAW  tops  have  caved  in  to 
court  injunctions  limiting  pickets  to  a 
handful  at  the  key  plants  in  East  Peoria 
and  Decatur.  The  armed  fist  of  the  cap- 
italist government  is  ready  to  back  CAT 
to  the  hilt:  riot  cops  have  already  been 
sent  against  the  UAW  pickets,  and  during 
the  first  week  of  March  Peoria  and  state 
cops  received  “crowd  dispersal"  training 
at  the  National  Guard  armory. 

This  strike  is  shaping  up  as  a key  test 
of  labor  power  in  the  industrial  Midwest. 
The  Financial  Times  (26  February)  head- 
lined "Caterpillar  Digs  In  for  Bruising 
Fight."  noting  that  with  CAT  planning 
to  bring  in  scabs  the  union  “cannot  afford 
to  flinch.”  A UAW  defeat  here  would 
come  on  the  heels  of  the  massive  layoffs 
and  plant  closings  at  General  Motors, 
which  has  already  whipsawed  the  work- 
ers at  its  Moraine,  Ohio  truck  and  bus 
factory  into  accepting  a two-tier  pact  in 
which  new  hires  will  get  half  pay — $8 
an  hour!  One  Wall  Street  analyst  openly 


worries  that  if  Caterpillar  hires  scabs, 
“you’ll  have  a war  in  Peoria.”  Damn 
right — but  CAT  workers  need  a general 
staff  to  lead  the  war!  Instead  the  UAW 
tops  forlornly  appeal  to  the  Democrats 
in  Congress  to  pass  a law  against  "re- 
placement workers."  Even  after  their 
favorite  Japan-basher  Harkin  canceled 
out  of  the  primary  race,  Bieber  & Co. 
will  undoubtedly  use  the  March  22  rally 
in  Peoria  to  showcase  Democratic  anti- 
labor  candidates. 

CAT  strikers  have  shown  they  are 
ready  to  fight  to  win.  and  many  voiced 
their  anger  at  the  International  at  a Jan- 
uary 26  rally  in  Peoria.  Workers  repeat- 
edly chanted  “Shut  the  whole  damn  place 
down,"  angry  at  the  UAW  tops  sending 
thousands  of  CAT  workers  across  their 
own  brothers’  picket  lines  for  weeks.  On 
February  17  and  18,  hundreds  of  UAW 
members  massed  at  the  entrance  to  the 
company’s  Decatur  plant  to  prevent  con- 
struction workers  from  entering.  But 
when  UAW  secretary-treasurer  Bill  Cas- 
stevens  showed  up  at  the  struck  Moss- 
ville  plant  on  February  25.  he  was  only 
there  to  check  the  management  scabs 
for  "passes,”  and  to  heckle  them  for  buy- 
ing foreign  cars!  This  protectionism  is 
not  only  criminal,  pitting  U.S.  workers 
against  their  brothers  and  sisters  abroad, 
but  downright  stupid:  more  than  half 
of  Caterpillar’s  $11  billion  sales  are 
overseas.  Caterpillar  strikers  should 


demand  that  the  UAW  make  common 
cause  with  Komatsu  workers  in  Japan, 
organize  " runaway " plants  in  the  U.S. 
and  aid  unionization  efforts  in  Mexico 
and  Southeast  Asia. 

If  "patriotism  is  the  last  refuge  of  a 
scoundrel,”  then  chauvinist  protection- 
ism is  the  last  refuge  of  a no-fight  union 
bureaucrat.  The  poison  pushed  by  "Sac- 
rifice House"  is  a program  to  save  Amer- 
ican profits  while  guaranteeing  that  the 
UAW  won’t  lift  a finger  to  stop  the  auto 
and  agricultural  implement  bosses  from 
slashing  jobs.  It’s  a racist  program  that 
targets  the  foreign  worker  as  the  enemy 
and  embraces  the  U.S.  capitalist  as  a 


buddy.  Caterpillar’s  war  on  the  UAW  is 
protectionism  come  home:  why  bolster 
profits  only  through  "buy  American” 
consumerism  when  you  can  do  the  same 
thing  by  reducing  the  payroll?  (They’ve 
already  slashed  their  U.S.  workforce  by 
40  percent.)  The  war  on  labor  in  the  U.S. 
can  only  be  defeated  by  an  internation- 
alist program  of  working-class  struggle. 
And  to  lead  it  we  must  forge  a workers 
party  that  fights  for  a workers  govern- 
ment, to  take  industry  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  parasitic  bosses  and  rebuild  Amer- 
ica with  a planned  economy  controlled 
by  those  whose  labor  makes  the  wheels 
of  industry  turn.  ■ 


Spartacist’^Q  Forum 


The  Bankruptcy  of  American  Capitalism 


For  Workers  Revolution 
to  Rebuild  America! 


Speaker:  Don  Alexander,  Spartacist  League  Central  Committee 
Friday,  April  3,  7:30  p.m.  First  Unitarian  Church 


For  more  information:  (213)  380-8239 


2936  W.  8th  St.  (near  Vermont) 
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Democrats  Shield  Police  Sadists 

Torture  Town  Chicago 


CHICAGO — It  sounds  like  something 
out  of  San  Salvador,  home  of  the  death 
squads,  but  the  gruesome  story  of  cop 
torture  and  terror  took  place  right  here 
in  the  Windy  City.  Ten  years  after  a cop 
rampage  following  the  killing  of  two 
policemen,  details  of  sadistic  mayhem 
against  black  “suspects"  are  emerging 
in  public  police  department  hearings. 
Beating,  suffocation,  shock  treatment 
and  mock  execution  were  the  means  by 
which  Commander  Jon  Burge  and  de- 
tectives Andrew  Yucaitis  and  Patrick 
O’Hara  extracted  "confessions"  from 
their  victims,  some  of  whom  have  cou- 
rageously testified  at  the  hearings.  Yet 
the  three  racist  monsters  have  never 
faced  criminal  charges,  and  even  now 
they  are  threatened  merely  with  dismiss- 
al from  the  police  force.  The  stage- 
managed  hearings  have  little  to  do  with 
real  justice  and  everything  to  do  with 
covering  up  a police  reign  of  cop  bru- 
tality that’s  been  going  on  for  decades. 

Testifying  on  February  10,  Andrew 
Wilson  told  how  Commander  Burge  and 
others  forced  him  to  sign  the  "confes- 
sion” that  was  later  used  to  convict  him 
as  a “cop  killer.”  In  February  1982,  Chi- 
cago police  took  Wilson  to  the  Brighton 


Park  police  station  on  the  South  Side, 
where  they  beat  him  bloody.  Then  they 
tied  a plastic  bag  over  his  head,  smashing 
him  into  a window  when  he  fought  for 
air.  Later  Burge  and  Yucaitis  entered  the 
room  carrying  a “black  box"  with  a hand 
crank  and  two  dangling  wires.  "Fun 
time!"  announced  Burge,  as  he  attached 
the  wires  to  Wilson’s  nostril  and  ear 
with  alligator  clips.  When  they  turned 
the  crank,  an  electrical  current  surged 
through  Wilson’s  skull.  To  stop  Wilson’s 
struggling,  they  shackled  him  tightly 
across  a hot  radiator — the  bum  scars  are 
still  visible  a decade  later.  Wilson  was 
transferred  to  another  station,  where 
Burge — who  learned  his  grisly  trade  as 
an  MP  in  Vietnam — again  appeared,  this 
time  shoving  his  revolver  into  Wilson’s 
mouth. 

Wilson's  account  is  supported  by  other 
prisoners  whose  stories  are  remarkably 
similar.  In  other  instances  Burge  and 
his  underlings  used  a cattle  prod  on 
their  victims’  testicles,  or  took  arrestees 
to  isolated  areas  where  they  put  a gun 
to  their  heads  and  pulled  the  trigger — 
who  knows  how  many  silenced  victims 
lost  this  “game"  of  Russian  roulette. 
Forty-three  people  say  that  Burge  and 


his  cronies  tortured  them  with  electrical 
devices,  including  stun  guns,  cattle 
prods,  an  adapted  hair  dryer  and  the 
"black  box."  Forty  of  the  victims  were 
black. 

Police  Superintendent  LeRoy  Martin 
and  Democratic  mayor  Richard  Daley 
suspended  Burge.  Yucaitis  and  O’Hara 
last  fall  only  after  their  efforts  to  cover 
up  for  these  criminal  terrorists  broke 
down.  "Police  brutality  is  not  a serious 
problem  and  is  not  epidemic.”  lied  Mar- 
tin in  1989  ( Chicago  Tribune,  15  Sep- 
tember 1989).  As  Cook  County  State’s 
Attorney  in  1982,  Daley  received  a com- 
plaint from  the  physician  who  examined 
Wilson  after  Burge  was  through  with 
him,  but  pointedly  refused  to  investigate. 
Together,  Daley  and  Martin  suppressed 
an  internal  police  report  on  the  torture 
for  15  months.  Pried  open  last  month  by 
court  order,  the  report  documents  the 
“systematic"  use  of  "planned  torture”  on 
the  South  Side  stretching  back  at  least 
to  1973.  It  turns  out  that  Martin,  a black 
cop  who  was  appointed  superintendent 
by  liberal  black  Democratic  mayor  Har- 
old Washington  in  1987,  did  a stint  as 
commander  of  the  Brighton  Park  station 
where  the  torture  regularly  occurred. 


So  it’s  time  for  "damage  control."  By 
punishing  Burge,  says  Harold  Saffold  of 
the  African  American  Police  League, 
"the  city  will  prove  to  the  public 
that  there  is  credibility  in  the  sys- 
tem" ( Chicago  Defender , I February). 
In  other  words,  strengthen  the  police, 
armed  enforcers  of  the  racist  status  quo, 
by  cleansing  the  tarnished  badge.  But 
even  a little  wrist-slapping  is  loo  much 
for  the  racist  terrorists  in  blue:  on  Feb- 
ruary 25  more  than  3,000  cops  packed 
a Teamster  hall  to  wildly  cheer  and  stamp 
their  support  for  Burge,  Yucaitis  and 
O’Hara.  The  very  day  after  this  ominous 
mobilization  for  torture.  Martin  (who 
would  like  to  abolish  the  constitutional 
right  to  bear  arms)  rewarded  these 
trigger-happy  killers  by  announcing  they 
would  henceforth  be  permitted  to  carry 
semiautomatic  weapons  on  the  beat! 

Burge  and  his  minions  deserve  to  be 
locked  in  hell.  But  don’t  hold  your  breath 
waiting  for  justice  from  the  racist  Dem- 
ocrats who  run  Chicago,  or  from  the  cap- 
italist courts  which  have  already  shot 
down  a civil  suit  brought  by  Andrew 
Wilson.  Nor  can  the  cops  be  tamed  by 
police  review  boards  or  other  bandaid 
reforms.  The  ruling  class  will  allow 
no  real  restraints  on  the  armed  thugs 
who  defend  their  profit  system.  Cops 
are  no  part  of  the  labor  movement — the 
Teamster  misleaders  who  turned  the 
union  hail  over  to  these  official  scab- 
herders  and  racist  thugs  should  be  booted 
out  of  the  workers  movement.  Mass 
labor/black/Latino  mobilization  is  needed 
to  fight  police  terror.  It  will  take  workers 
revolution  to  end  the  barbaric  methods  of 
capitalist  rule.  ■ 


Rodney  King’s 
lawyer  displays 
photo  taken 
after  vicious 
beating  by 
more  than 
15  L.A.  cops. 


Los  Angeles 
Killer  Cops... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

where  active  cops  and  their  families 
outnumber  the  black  population.  This 
county  is  only  2 percent  black  and  has 
been  a mecca  for  white  flight  from  L.A. 
with  its  increasing  influx  of  nonwhite 
immigrants.  Needless  to  say.  no  blacks 
ended  up  on  the  jury,  which  consists  of 
ten  whites,  one  Latina  and  one  Asian 
American. 

The  first  month  of  the  proceedings 
dealt  primarily  with  jury  selection. 
Potential  jurors  were  given  an  elaborate 
41 -page  questionnaire  to  screen  out 
those  who  had  already  formed  an  opin- 
ion, or  even  had  strong  feelings  about 
the  beating.  By  this  time  virtually  every- 
one. including  the  potential  jurors,  had 
all  seen  the  video  at  least  once,  and  any- 
one whose  sense  of  human  decency  isn’t 
either  numbed  or  perverted  would  have 
been  at  the  very  least  swept  with  a feel- 
ing of  revulsion.  So  they  ended  up  with 
jurors  who  were  willing  to  disbelieve 
their  own  eyes  (or  liked  what  they  saw), 
and  dubbed  it  “impartiality.’’ 

Even  though  the  prosecution  has  so 
far  relied  primarily  on  cops  as  witnesses, 
some  grisly  facts  are  coming  to  light. 
For  instance,  two  of  the  cops,  Laurence 
Powell  and  Timothy  Wind,  had  been 
given  an  official  LAPD  "baton  lesson” 
less  than  an  hour  before  the  King  beat- 
ing. Sergeant  Richard  Di  Stefano,  testi- 
fying on  March  12,  claimed  Wind  had 
"excellent  form,"  but  that  Powell  ap- 
peared to  be  weak  on  the  “power  chop” 
and  had  to  be  given  additional  coaching. 
Powell  is  seen  on  the  videotape  deliver- 
ing most  of  the  blows  to  King. 

One  of  the  first  witnesses  on  the  stand 
was  California  Highway  Patrol  cop  Mel- 
anie Singer,  who  testified  on  March  6 
about  the  moments  before  the  videotape 
began  to  roll.  She  described  how  King 
was  on  his  knees,  dazed  by  the  stun  gun. 
when  Powell  leapt  in  with  vicious  baton 
strokes  to  his  head  and  face.  The  defense 
is  trying  to  argue  that  the  blows  which 
appear  to  be  going  to  King’s  head  in  the 
videotape  are  actually  going  to  his  shoul- 
ders. An  attorney  for  cop  Theodore 


Briseno  outlandishly  claimed  that  his  cli- 
ent. who  can  be  clearly  seen  stomping 
on  King’s  neck,  was  merely  using  his 
boot  to  get  King  to  lie  flat  so  that  the 
other  cops  would  lay  off  him! 

The  Rodney  King  beating  touched  off 
a groundswell  of  popular  anger  in 
Los  Angeles  that  has  been  diverted 
into  reformist  channels.  The  NAACP. 
ACLU  and  their  "left"  tails  campaigned 
for  a series  of  demands  such  as  the 
replacement  of  notorious  Chief  Daryl 
("Choke  Hold")  Gates  and  implementa- 
tion of  the  recommendations  of  the  blue- 
ribbon  Christopher  Commission  for 
police  “accountability.”  This  dovetails 
with  the  changing  needs  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie. In  this  majority  nonwhite,  increas- 
ingly Hispanic.  Asian  and  black  city, 
which  already  has  a black  Democratic 
mayor  (ex-cop  Thomas  Bradley),  a 
minority  police  chief  is  being  sought. 
On  June  2,  L.A.  will  vote  on  whether  to 
reform  the  city  charter  to  limit  the  LAPD 
chief  to  two  terms  and  allow  for  limited 
“recall."  Gates’  personification  of  arro- 
gant. racist  cop  bonapartism  for  the  last 
14  years  is  now  considered  a liability  by 
the  businessmen  who  run  this  city. 

Meanwhile,  the  rampaging  cops  of 
both  the  LAPD  and  L.A.  county  sheriff’s 
deputies,  who  have  claimed  countless 
victims,  are  going  full  blast  terrorizing 
the  populace.  On  March  1.  to  the  horror 
of  thousands  of  joggers,  cops  gunned 
down  a man  who  “had  grabbed  for  an 
officer's  gun"  just  yards  from  the  finish 
line  at  the  Los  Angeles  Marathon. 
Gallows  humor  had  it:  “What’s  an  L.A. 
Marathon?  Where  you  get  shot  by  the 


LAPD  as  you  cross  the  finish  line." 
After  all,  there  were  19.000  “perps"  run- 
ning away. 

That  black  life  is  deemed  expendable 
in  this  city  is  also  being  demonstrated 
in  the  case  of  a young  black  woman  shot 
by  a Korean  grocer  about  a year  ago.  In 
March  1991,  just  weeks  after  the  King 
beating,  a black  15-year-old  ninth-grade 
girl,  Latasha  Harlins,  was  killed  by  Soon 
Ja  Du,  a Korean  grocer  at  the  family’s 
Empire  Liquor  Mart  in  South  Central 
L.A.  The  dispute  was  over  a $ 1 .79  bottle 
of  orange  juice.  The  store’s  security  cam- 
era videotape  shows  Latasha  approach- 
ing the  counter  with  half  the  bottle  show- 
ing in  her  backpack,  and  two  one-dollar 
bills  were  found  near  her  body,  with 
which  Latasha  had  probably  intended 
to  pay  for  the  juice.  After  the  owner 
accused  her  of  shoplifting  and  a struggle 
ensued,  Latasha  was  shot  in  the  back  as 
she  was  walking  away. 

This  videotape  also  has  played  con- 
stantly on  television  here.  And  when 
last  fall  Superior  Court  Judge  Carlins 
sentenced  the  grocer  to  a suspended 
sentence,  black  L.A.  erupted  again  in 
demonstrations.  This  ugly  situation 
reflects  the  black  population’s  increasing 
sense  of  vulnerability  as  the  Asian  and 
Hispanic  communities  are  growing  and 
blacks  are  further  isolated  to  the  con- 
fines of  the  ghetto.  Demagogues  fuel  the 
fire  with  poisonous  protectionism  and 
escalate  the  atmosphere  of  racist  terror 
against  Asians  that  is  now  particularly 
intense  in  Los  Angeles,  stoked  by  fren- 
zied Japan-bashing.  The  recent  Farra- 
khanite  movie  Boyz  N the  Hood  includes 


a segment  vituperating  about  gentrifying 
in  front  of  a billboard  for  “Seoul-to- 
Seoul  Realty,"  a blatant  attempt  to  whip 
up  anti-Korean  sentiment 
While  the  ghettos  and  barrios  are 
ripped  by  gang  violence,  the  most  violent 
gang  of  all  is  the  LAPD,  with  its  heli- 
copters, tanks  and  kill-crazy  cops.  They 
have  also  gone  after  the  burgeoning  labor 
movement  with  a vengeance,  notably  the 
15  June  1990  police  riot  against  the  mil- 
itant strike  by  mainly  Latino  janitors.  A 
few  weeks  later,  there  were  some 
exchanges  over  the  police  radio  includ- 
ing: “We  get  to  stomp  the  janitors  again, 
should  be  interesting."  and  "I  sent  you 
a bunch  of  messages  earlier,  but  I think 
you  were  busy  beating  up  janitors" 
(quoted  in  UAW  Solidarity,  November- 
December  1991).  But  despite  the  police 
onslaught,  the  janitors  held  firm  and  won 
a union  contract. 

What’s  critically  needed  is  to  forge  a 
revolutionary  workers  leadership  which 
champions  the  rights  of  all  the  op- 
pressed. Not  blacks  against  Asians,  but 
black/Latino/Asian  defense  against  rac- 
ist terror.  The  cops  and  courts  are  the 
instrument  of  racist  class  terror.  What- 
ever verdict  this  machine  hands  down 
for  the  would-be  killers  of  Rodney  King, 
justice  will  not  be  served  until  the  Ameri- 
can workers  revolution  dismantles  the 
repressive  apparatus  of  bourgeois  class 
rule.  Let  the  killer  cops  be  tried  by  popu- 
lar tribunals  of  their  intended  victims!  ■ 


< " \ 
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Videotape  showed  cops  beating  and  kicking  Rodney  King  (leftT^LAPD'ra'cist  murder  machine  continues,  as  police  gun  down  black  man  at  L.A.  Marathon. 
March  1. 

Judicial  Cover  for  Racist  Terror 


Killer  Cops  “Trial77 


LOS  ANGELES — One  year  ago,  the 
amateur  videotape  of  a swarming  mob 
of  cops  torturing  a defenseless  black 
motorist  was  broadcast  'round  the  world 
and  became  the  symbol  of  racist  cop  ter- 
ror. U.S.A.  Now,  with  the  trial  on  crim- 
inal charges  of  four  cops  involved  in  the 
vicious  beating  of  Rodney  King,  we  are 
witnessing  the  bourgeois  state's  gro- 
tesque attempt  at  “damage  control." 
While  the  case  was  transferred  to  a lily- 
white  suburb  and  there  are  no  blacks 
on  the  jury,  all  of  Los  Angeles,  and 
black  L.A.  in  particular,  is  intensely  fol- 
lowing the  proceedings.  Black  workers 
take  portable  TVs  to  work  and  groups 
gather  at  lunch  breaks  to  watch  and 
discuss  the  trial. 


On  3 March  1 99 1 , L.A.  police  cruisers 
and  the  California  Highway  Patrol 
chased  Rodney  King’s  white  Hyundai  to 
Lake  View  Terrace  in  the  San  Fernando 
Valley,  and  ordered  him  out  of  the  car. 
What  was  S.O.P.  for  the  LAPD  was  pub- 
licly exposed  with  the  videotape  of  the 
sadistic,  laughing  cops  repeatedly  stun- 
ning King  with  a Taser  gun,  then  nearly 
beating  him  to  death.  After  receiving  56 
baton  blows  that  shattered  his  ankle, 
fractured  his  cheekbone*  and  gave  him 
permanent  brain  damage.  King  is  shown 
handcuffed  and  hogtied  by  the  killer  cops 
who  dragged  him  across  the  road.  The 
gravel  embedded  in  his  face  had  to  be 
surgically  removed. 

That  the  cops  and  courts  work  hand 


in  hand  is  being  demonstrated  in  the 
ridiculous  “prosecution"  by  the  bour- 
geois state  of  its  own  armed  thugs.  Only 
four  of  the  more  than  fifteen  taunting, 
torturing  cops  involved  were  even 
charged,  and  then  only  with  "assault 
with  a deadly  weapon"  and  “aggravated 
assault" — carrying  maximum  penalties 
of  only  four  to  eight  years — rather  than 
with  attempted  murder.  Rodney  King  has 
stated  that  would-be  killer  cop  Laurence 
Powell  had  "death  in  his  eyes"  that  night. 
We  believe  it.  The  laughter  and  racial 
taunts  that  signify  a lynch  mob  atmos- 
phere can  be  clearly  heard  on  the 
videotape. 

King  described  in  an  interview  how 
after  the  first  blow,  he  heard,  "We're 


going  to  kill  you,  nigger!  Run!”  He 
added: 

“I  looked  around  for  a safe  place  to  run, 
to  get  out  of  there,  but  they  were  all 
around  me.  There  was  nothing  1 could 
do.  When  1 stood  up...l  got  struck — 
boom! — in  the  face.  Something  fast  and 
hard  right  across  the  top  of  the  head. 

"I  watched  the  rest  of  them  sitting 

around.  It  looked  like  a f g block 

party  to  me.  They  were  all  around  me 
and  I'm  wondering,  ‘Damn,  I hope  some- 
body stops  them.  Why  doesn’t  somebody 
stop  them?”' 

— Los  Angeles  Times . 16  January 

No  Blacks  Allowed  on  Jury 

The  trial  was  moved  from  Los  Angeles 
to  Simi  Valley  in  Ventura  County,  a town 
continued  on  page  15 


MAW  Tops  Enforce  Layoffs.  Push  Protectionist  Poison 


CAT  Workers:  £ Shut  It  All  Down! 


plant  while 


Decatur,  Illinois:  Strikers  block  scabs  outside  Caterpillar 
union  tops  fiddle. 


Backed  up  by  the  courts  and  the 
cops.  Caterpillar  is  getting  ready  to 
smash  the  United  Auto  Workers  (UAW) 
strike  centered  on  the  company's  Illi- 
nois production  plants.  For  nearly  five 
months  the  UAW  tops  have  muddled 
along  with  a partial  shutdown,  enabling 
the  company  to  maintain  inventories 
and  profits  while  strikers  go  hungry. 
Now  the  bosses  are  preparing  to  bring 
in  scabs.  What’s  urgently  required  is  a 
solid  nationwide  strike  against  Cater- 
pillar with  sit-down  strikes  to  seize  the 
plants.  This  kind  of  decisive  union 
action  was  what  built  the  UAW  in  the 
'30s,  and  it’ll  take  the  same  kind  of 
mobilization  to  win  the  strike  and  save 
the  union  today.  Already  last  fall, 
when  the  UAW  tops  began  the  strike 
with  only  2,400  workers.  Workers  Van- 


guard wrote:  "Shut  down  Caterpillar — 
occupy  the  factories!...  Mass  pickets 
must  seal  off  the  plants.  It’s  not  so  easy 
to  sell  those  big  CATs  if  you  can’t  move 
them — call  on  Teamsters,  longshore- 
men and  rail  workers  to  refuse  to  han- 
dle them."  It's  high  time  to  skin  the 
CAT! 

On  February  7 Caterpillar  called 
back  5,600  locked-out  workers  (who 
then  joined  the  strikers)  and  offered  to 
reopen  negotiations  with  the  UAW. 
Any  hopes  these  moves  would  lead 
to  a settlement  were  dashed  when 
the  company  reiterated  its  demands 
for  massive  concessions — two-tier  pay 
scale,  speedup,  benefit  cuts — that 
would  leave  industrywide  bargaining  in 
tatters.  On  March  6,  CAT  bosses 
continued  on  page  14 
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SOUTH  AFRICA: 


“Whites  Only”  Vote  Props  Up  De  Klerk  Regime 

For  Workers  Revolution  to 
Smash  Neo-Apartheid! 

The  March  17  referendum  of  South 
Africa's  white  voters  called  by  Presi- 
dent F.  W.  De  Klerk  was  no  victory 
for  ’’democracy” — the  vast  non-white 
majority  could  not  even  cast  a ballot — 
but  a means  to  consolidate  a "reformed" 
apartheid  regime  to  disguise  the  con- 
tinuation of  white-supremacist  rule.  De 
Klerk  scored  big  against  the  diehard 
segregationist  Conservative  Party,  for- 
mer president  P.W.  Botha  and  the  fascist 
Afrikaner  Resistance  Movement  (AWB), 
who  all  called  for  a “no"  vote.  Re- 
turns showed  that  1.9  million  whites, 
a 68.6  percent  "yes"  vote,  supported 
the  "reform  process"  and  "negotiations" 
with  the  African  National  Congress  led 
by  Nelson  Mandela. 

This  turnout  was  the  result  of  a con- 
certed campaign  by  South  Africa's  lead- 
ing capitalists,  the  "Private  Sector  Ini- 
tiative." which  blanketed  the  country 
with  propaganda  predicting  dire  conse- 
quences of  a "no”  vote.  The  leaders  of  De 
Klerk's  National  Party  and  the  predom- 
inantly English-speaking  Democratic 
Party  joined  hands  with  the  Witwaters- 
rand  mining  magnates  and  Johannesburg 
stockbrokers  in  warning  of  massive  lay- 
offs and  the  threat  that  South  Africa’s 
pariah  status  represented  to  continued 
profitability.  Imperialist  sanctions,  so  be- 
loved by  the  liberals,  were  precisely 
designed  to  perpetuate  the  rule  of  South 
African  capitalism  by  "reforming”  it  to 
make  it  more  acceptable  internationally. 

continued  on  page  10 


For  a Black-Centered  Workers  Government! 


Afrapix 


Black  workers  have  the  power  to  smash  apartheid  capitalism. 


Japan-Bashing  and  Racist  Attacks 


Japanese  Community  Center  near  Los  Angeles,  after  being  trashed  for  the 
second  time  in  three  months.  Protectionist  frenzy  spawns  racist  attacks. 


SAN  FRANCISCO — After  the  chau- 
vinist media  blitz  over  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  Pearl  Harbor  in  December 
and  President  Bush's  fiasco  at  the 
“Sparkplug  Summit"  in  Tokyo,  we 
wrote:  "The  Bush  visit  spawned  a 
vicious  wave  of  protectionism,  as  the 
partner  parties  of  American  capitalism 
and  their  subservient  labor  lieutenants 
sought  to  deflect  workers'  anger  away 
from  the  decaying  economy  and  into 
racist  Japan-bashing.  ..  At  a Ypsilanti. 
Michigan  rally  supposedly  against  GM 
layoffs,  Congressman  William  Ford 
’jokingly’  called  for  beating  up  people 
who  buy  Japanese  cars,  and  a union 
leaflet  declared  ‘when  Japan  threatens 
the  security  of  American  jobs  we  must 
go  to  war  again”’  ("Depression  Elec- 
tions," WV  No.  545.  2 1 February).  This 
protectionist  poison  and  war  talk  is  now 
being  acted  out  in  a wave  of  racist 
attacks  against  Asian  Americans. 


In  Fullerton.  California  last  July  7. 
a gang  of  skinheads  beat  a Chinese 
American  youth  unconscious,  scream- 
ing “Sieg  Heil!"  In  New  York  City  on 
August  18.  Chinese  street  artist  Lin  Lin 
was  shot  to  death  after  he  and  his  wife 
were  harassed  and  insulted.  In  Nor- 
walk. Southern  California,  during  Octo- 
ber and  November  the  Southeast  Japa- 
nese Community  Center  was  repeatedly 
vandalized,  spray-painted  with  "Nips 
Go  Home"  and  "Go  Back  to  Asia." 
This  February  the  center  was  vandal- 
ized again.  In  Lompoc.  California  on 
December  8 a Japanese  restaurant  was 
bombed.  And  in  Camarillo.  Ventura 
County,  north  of  Los  Angeles,  on  Feb- 
ruary 25.  with  protectionist  hysteria 
running  at  a fever  pitch  in  L.A..  a Japa- 
nese businessman  was  found  stabbed 
to  death  in  his  garage — four  days  after 
reporting  a racist  death  threat. 

continued  on  page  14 


Letters 


L.A.:  Busted  for 
Defending  Abortion  Clinic 


February  17,  1992 

To  the  Editor: 

"Justice"  in  America  is  a sham  and  a 
fraud.  Case  in  point:  the  clinic  defense 
just  south  of  downtown  Los  Angeles 
earlier  today.  The  mean-spirited  Opera- 
tion Rescue  (OR)  crew  was  there, 
harassing  young  minority  women  who 
wanted  to  use  the  clinic,  and  pushing, 
shoving,  and  hitting  several  of  the  clinic 
defenders.  All  this  was  reported  to 
the  police,  who  were  there  in  large 
numbers  and  did  nothing  about  it. 
Instead,  the  police  arrested  three  of  the 
clinic  defenders!  I myself  and  a young 
Latino  were  arrested  on  the  basis  of  a 
totally  false  allegation  by  a woman  OR 
supporter.  This  sick,  pathetic  woman 
hales  herself  so  much  she  is  willing  to 
actively  participate  in  the  oppression  of 
her  own  sex. 

In  my  case,  she  accused  me  of  pushing 
her.  when  the  truth  was  just  the  opposite. 
Incredibly,  the  police  carried  out  a "cit- 
izen’s arrest"  on  her  behalf,  despite  the 
fact  that  she  was  obviously  unhurt,  and 
had  an  equally  blatant  motive  to  falsely 
accuse  me.  The  police  didn't  even  bother 


asking  me  my  side  of  the  story  before 
arresting  me!  Just  try  getting  the  police 
to  make  a "citizen's  arrest"  for  you  under 
normal  circumstances,  and  you’ll  see 
how  hard  (more  likely  impossible)  it  is. 
In  this  case,  the  LAPD  practically  rolled 
out  the  red  carpet  for  the  fascistic 
woman-hating  religious  fanatics. 

The  LAPD  has  not  changed  one  bit 
since  the  Rodney  King  beating.  The 
police  moved  to  arrest  three  of  the  most 
militant  (but  peaceful)  clinic  defenders, 
in  order  to  intimidate  the  rest  and 
give  the  OR  fascists,  who  were  badly 
outnumbered,  a shot  in  the  arm.  Two  of 
us  were  assisting  in  the  vital  work  of 
escorting  women  into  the  clinic,  and 
protecting  them  from  harassment  on 
the  street,  and  greatly  resented  being 
taken  away  from  it.  It  is  a sufficient 
commentary  on  this  society  that  when 
a man  takes  the  morally  responsible 
stand  of  protecting  women  and  their 
rights,  he  is  rewarded  for  it — by  being 
promptly  clapped  in  jail.  On  the  other 
hand,  had  I been  out  there  screaming 
at  women  and  shoving  tracts  in  their 
faces,  the  cops  would  have  patted  me 


The  Infamy  of  America’s 
Concentration  Camps 

Fifty  years  ago,  the  U.S.  government  began 
a racist  roundup  of  more  than  100,000  Japa- 
nese Americans,  who  were  driven  from  their 
homes,  loaded  onto  trains  and  thrown  into 
barbed-wire  concentration  camps  where  they 
languished  until  the  end  of  World  War  II. 

This  single  ad  completely  exposed  the  Ameri- 
can bourgeoisie's  lie  that  it  was  waging  a 
TROTSKY  "war for  democracy  " The  Stalinist  Commu-  LENIN 

nisi  Party  echoed  Roosevelt's  war  propagan- 
da, smearing  Japanese  Americans  as  "enemy  alien  Fifth  Columnists."  and  expelled  its 
own  members  of  Japanese  descent.  In  contrast,  the  then-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers 
Party,  whose  leaders  were  sent  to  federal  prison  for  their  stand  against  the  imperialist 
war,  forthrightly  opposed  the  racist  roundups. 


The  indiscriminate  and  brutal  witch-hunt  being  conducted  against  non-citizens  born 
in  countries  at  war  with  the  United  States  is  now  being  directed  at  naturalized  citizens 
and  native-born  Americans  whose  ancestry  is  Japanese.  German  and  Italian. 

The  move,  having  the  character  of  a racial  pogrom,  was  initiated  Feb.  20  by  an 
executive  order  from  President  Roosevelt,  giving  the  War  Department  and  the  Army 
the  power  to  arbitrarily  remove  any  person,  citizen  as  well  as  alien,  from  his  home 
and  exclude  him  from  any  area  which  the  Army  may  designate  as  a military  area. 

The  immediate  purpose  of  this  order  is  to  permit  the  Army  and  the  FBI  to  remove 
West  Coast  residents  of  Japanese  descent — including  60.000  citizens  and  native-born 
persons — into  as  yet  undesignated  camps  and  interior  sections.... 

Attorney  General  Biddle  attempted  to  justify  the  order  on  the  grounds  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  “safety”  of  all  persons  of  Japanese  descent  on  the  West  Coast.... 

But  instead  of  enforcing  the  law  and  protecting  the  rights  of  these  citizens,  the 
government  is  driving  them  from  their  homes,  terrorizing  them,  and  in  actuality 
encouraging  the  racial  discrimination  that  is  being  fanned  on  the  West  Coast.  .. 

Roosevelt’s  order — issued  as  a military  precaution  and  ostensibly  directed  at  but 
one  special  group  of  the  population — establishes  one  of  the  most  dangerous  precedents 
for  the  usurpation  of  civil  liberties  the  American  people  have  ever  faced. 

— “Civil  Rights  Menaced  by  Anti-Alien  Order."  Militant  (7  March  1942) 
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Spartacists  join  in  1989  clinic  defense  in  Los  Angeles. 


FREb 

>mnoN 


on  the  back  for  a job  well  done! 

The  next  time  the  OR  fanatics  try  to 
storm  a clinic,  they  should  be  met  by 
such  a massive  outpouring  of  workers 


and  black  power  that  neither  the  cow- 
ardly OR  bullies,  nor  their  allies  the 
police,  will  dare  to  show  their  faces. 

Steve  Hampton 


Martha  Phillips  Remembered 


13  February  1992 

Dear  Comrades, 

My  heartfelt  sympathies  to  you  and 
of  course  the  family  of  Martha  Phillips. 
Like  many  of  you,  I had  known  Martha 
and  worked  with  her  for  many  years.  She 
preceded  my  departure  from  the  SWP  by 
one  year.  But  her  departure  proved  to  be 
more  significant:  hers  was  a battle  of 
ideas,  a faction  fight;  mine  a common, 
all  too  common,  expulsion. 

Possessed  with  a sharp  mind  and 
unflagging  spirit,  a contagious  laugh- 
ter, she  drove  on.  When  I spoke  with 
her  last  year  at  the  “Defend  Iraq"  con- 
tingent in  S.F.,  she  told  me  she  was 
studying  the  Russian  language.  I knew 
then  who  was  holding  the  red  banner 
of  Trotskyism  in  Leningrad  on  No- 
vember 7.  1990.  In  many  ways,  she  was 
home. 

We  will  miss  her.  The  Soviet  workers 
will  miss  her  especially.  Marxism  can 
be  grounded  in  only  one  thing:  inter- 
nationalism. Martha  Phillips  was  a 
Marxist! 

G.  Clark 

* * * 

17  February  1992 
Dear  Comrades  and  Friends. 

I’ve  known  Martha  Phillips  since 
1972.  She  was  always  so  full  of  life  I 
cannot  imagine  her  dead.  She  burned 
bright.  1 remember  her  best  saying  some- 
thing provocative,  outrageous,  funny  and 
true,  then  a pause  and  a blink,  then  her 
loud,  infectious,  wrinkled-nose  laughter. 

For  Martha,  nothing  was  impossible 
and  nothing  could  stop  her.  She  always 
ran  on  high-octane  revolutionary  will,  no 
matter  how  short  she  was  on  food,  sleep 
or  cash.  She  was  single-minded  in  her 
determination  for  one  thing:  to  be  a 
leader  in  the  Bolshevik  party  of  world 
revolution.  She  did  that  for  more  than 
20  years  and  was  doing  it  best  at  the 
lime  of  her  death. 

Martha  makes  me  think  of  Rosa  Lux- 
emburg: diminutive.  Jewish,  multilin- 
gual. multi-talented,  a forceful  orator 
standing  on  a chair  to  be  heard,  pas- 
sionate. setting  aside  personal  interests 
at  an  early  age  to  pursue  the  life  of  a 
communist  leader.  Like  Luxemburg. 
Martha  could  make  a whale  of  a mis- 
take on  occasion  but  in  her  life’s  work 
she  soared  with  the  eagles. 


What  a devastating  loss.  I can’t  be- 
lieve she’s  gone.  I am  so  sorry. 

Ruth  R. 

* • * * 

26  February  1992 
Dear  Comrades  of  the  ICL, 

The  memorial  held  22  February  1992 
in  Oakland  for  Martha  Phillips  was 
very  moving.  We  have  followed  with 
great  interest  the  news  of  ICL  sup- 
porters in  the  Soviet  Union  as  the 
one  ray  of  hope  for  a restoration  of 
the  Leninist-Trotskyist  program  and  the 
preservation  of  the  gains  of  October 
in  the  first  workers  state.  We  felt 
especially  hopeful  knowing  Martha  was 
there,  such  a fine,  strong  and  reso- 
lute Marxist  leader  and  human  being. 
Her  murder  is  nothing  short  of  a tragic 
loss  for  the  international  working  class 
at  a strategic  moment  in  history.  And.  as 
her  comrades  so  eloquently  expressed, 
it  is  a devastating  personal  loss  for  all 
those  whose  lives  she  touched.  We 
are  both  so  very  sorry.  We  need  to  do 
something  to  advance  the  work  Martha 
dedicated  her  life  to.  We  enclose  a S500 
donation  to  the  Lenin-Trotsky  Fund 
in  Martha's  memory.  Please  call  on  us 
to  assist  in  any  other  way  we  can. 
The  way  Martha  lived  her  life  was  an 
inspiration.  Her  death  must  not  cause 
immobilizing  despair. 

Respectfully,  with  great  sadness. 
Bill  and  Kathy  L. 

* * * 

20  February  1992 
To  the  Comrades  of  the 
Trotskyist  League: 

We  mourn  with  you  the  loss  of  Martha 
Phillips,  a loss  not  only  to  yourselves  as 
friends  and  comrades,  but  to  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  internationally  and  to 
all  humanity. 

She  now  joins  the  long  list  of  martyrs 
to  a great  cause. 

Her  spirit  of  dedication  to  the  work 
for  which  she  gave  her  life  will  live  on 
in  spite  of  the  circumstances  of  her  death 
and  ignite  the  flame  in  others  such  as 
she. 

With  deepest  regret  and  sympathy,  we 
salute  her  and  you. 

Comradely, 

Bill  and  Lillian  Whitney 
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Big  Anti-Yeltsin  March  in  Moscow 


Tens  of  thousands 
demonstrated 
in  Moscow, 
March  17,  against 
Yeltsin's  drive  to 
destroy  USSR  and 
impose  capitalist 
immiseration. 


MOSCOW — Tens  of  thousands  of  people 
turned  out  here  on  March  17  for  the 
largest  protest  against  Russian  president 
Boris  Yeltsin  since  the  imposition  of  dra- 
conian price  rises  at  the  start  of  the  year. 
Estimates  of  the  crowd  ranged  to  over 
200.000,  as  droves  of  people  streamed 
out  of  the  metro  (subway)  station  at  the 
end  of  the  working  day,  heading  toward 
Manezh  Square  near  the  Kremlin.  Unlike 
the  recent  spate  of  anti-Yeltsin  demon- 
strations, which  have  been  overwhelm- 
ingly Slavic  in  composition,  here  one 
could  see  the  true  multinational  face  of 
Moscow’s  proletariat.  The  atmosphere 
was  reminiscent  of  the  November  7 Rev- 
olution Day  march,  when  the  nationalist 
tirades  of  the  Stalinist  "patriots"  were 
swamped  in  an  ocean  of  social  protest. 

Protesters  came  in  hopes  of  finding 
an  answer  to  Yeltsin's  relentless  drive 
to  capitalist  immiseration.  In  recent 
months.  Soviet  working  people  have 
been  forced  to  get  by  on  little  more  than 
bread,  and  now  Yeltsin  has  even  lifted 
all  controls  on  the  prices  of  bread 
and  other  staples.  But  the  demonstra- 
tion organizers,  the  Stalinist/nationalist 
“Toiling  Russia"  lash-up  dominated  by 
the  Russian  Communist  Workers  Party 
(RKRP),  offered  the  crowds  little  more 
than  a circus  of  nationalist  diversion.  In 
spite  of  vague  talk  from  the  podium 
about  reconstituting  the  Soviet  Union 
and  occasional  references  to  socialism, 
the  real  purpose  of  the  rally  was  to  pres- 
sure the  buffeted  Yeltsin  regime. 

The  demonstration  was  called  to  mark 
the  anniversary  of  last  year’s  referendum 
in  which  a majority  voted  for  maintain- 
ing the  Union,  and  to  show  popular 
support  for  an  attempt  to  reconvene  the 


disbanded  Soviet  parliament.  Moscow 
mayor  Gavriil  Popov  initially  threatened 
to  ban  the  demonstration  altogether,  and 
the  Soviet  press  was  rife  with  talk  of  an 
even  bloodier  confrontation  than  that  of 
February  23,  when  Popov  and  Yeltsin 
unleashed  thousands  of  cops  against 
Soviet  Army  Day  marchers.  In  the  face 
of  strong  opposition,  Popov  retracted  the 
ban,  but  the  reconvening  of  the  Soviet 
parliament  was  declared  illegal. 

In  the  upshot,  barely  10  percent  of 
the  2,250  former  deputies  showed  up. 


among  them  erstwhile  anti-Gorbachev 
Stalinist  hardliner  Yegor  Ligachev  and 
the  “black  colonel"  Viktor  Alksnis. 
Whisked  off  in  buses  to  an  outlying 
area,  they  met  in  the  auditorium  of  the 
Voronovo  State  Farm,  with  electricity 
and  lights  cut  off.  This  farcical  gathering 
of  has-beens  refused  to  take  even  a sym- 
bolic stand  against  Yeltsin  counterrevo- 
lution. A unanimous  resolution,  “On  the 
Socio-Economic  Situation,"  called  for 
“privatization  of  large  parts  of  state 
property  on  the  basis  of  stockholding," 


and  complained  that  "no  program  of 
reform  is  possible  under  the  continuing 
development  of  centrifugal  tendencies 
between  the  republics  and  regions." 

On  the  eve  of  the  stillborn  “congress,” 
the  Russian  nationalist  newspaper  Dien 
(15  March)  published  a “Declaration  on 
the  Founding  of  the  United  Opposition." 
The  signatories  ranged  from  the  RKRP 
and  Roy  Medvedev’s  Socialist  Party  of 
Labor  to  the  "Coordinating  Council  of 
the  Independent  Civil  Movement  in  Sup- 
port of  Entrepreneurialism”  and  such 
hoary  outfits  as  the  "Union  of  Cossacks" 
and  the  "Fund  for  the  Restoration  of  the 
Shrine  of  Christ  the  Savior."  The  state- 
ment called  for  "salvation  of  the  Father- 
land. . .through  joint  action  on  the  basis 
of  civil  peace"  and  warned  against  "con- 
frontation between  ‘Whites’ and  ‘Reds’." 
It  concluded  with  an  appeal  for  "Justice. 
Populism,  Statehood,  Patriotism." 

The  motley  Stalinists  and. anti-Semitic 
Russian  nationalists  who  put  themselves 
forward  as  "Soviet  patriots"  do  not  even 
make  a pretense  of  defending  the  social- 
ized foundations  of  the  Soviet  degen- 
erated workers  state,  but  seek  only  a 
“strong  state"  under  the  old  tsarist  rubric 
of  "Russia,  One  and  Indivisible."  Char- 
acteristically, the  March  17  demonstra- 
tion was  publicized  by  its  organizers 
as  a veche,  the  word  for  a traditional 
Slavic  communal  assembly.  The  crowds 
were  subjected  to  a revolting  fare  of 
Great  Russian  chauvinism  and  medie- 
val obscurantism,  ranging  from  a priest 
invoking  the  "holy  ghost"  to  a tirade 
against  the  supposed  sale  of  Moscow 
habies  to  American  homosexuals.  The 
podium  featured  monarchist  television 
continued  on  page  15 
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Refugees  make  their  way  through  rubble  of  Vukovar,  Yugoslavia. 


Bankruptcy  of  Stalinism  Leads  to  New  Balkan  Wars 

I Ea'st  [Europe:  Nationalism 
- and  Countefrevolution” 


Anti-Soviet  nationalism  was  the  main 
driving  force  for  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution in  the  northern  tier  of  East  Europe. 
The  Stalinist  bureaucracy  was  totally 
shattered  and  its  remnants  subjected  to 
a “red”  purge.  In  Czechoslovakia.  Hun- 
gary and  the  German  Fourth  Reich, 
former  Communist  officials  are  being 
persecuted  by  the  victorious  counter- 
revolutionary regimes.  The  erstwhile 
Stalinists  in  these  countries  and  also 
Poland  have  transformed  themselves 
into  "born  again”  social  democrats,  try- 
ing to  act  as  a loyal  opposition  within 
the  renascent  bourgeois  order. 


PART  TWO  OF  TWO 


In  the  Balkan  countries,  however,  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracies  at  first  tried  to 
save  their  regimes  by  clothing  them  in 
the  colors  of  Western  social  democracy. 
But  as  the  counterrevolutionary  tide  has 
swept  on,  even  into  the  Soviet  Union, 
and  seeing  no  other  option,  the  bank- 
rupt Balkan  Stalinists  are  seeking  to 
ride  the  crest  by  placing  themselves 
at  the  head  of  reactionary  nationalist 
forces.  Leading  apparatchiks  of  the  old 
regime  like  lliescu  and  Milosevic  are 
now  striving  to  build  a “Greater  Roma- 
nia” and  "Greater  Serbia”  respectively. 
In  Bulgaria  the  erstwhile  Stalinist  party 
remains  a strong  force  in  opposition, 
pushing  anti-Turkish  chauvinism.  In 
Albania,  the  “reformed”  Stalinist  heirs 
of  Enver  Hoxha,  at  the  end  of  their  rope, 
have  now  been  booted  out  by  rabid 
anti-Communists. 

Why  has  capitalist  counterrevolution 
run  a different  course  in  the  Balkans  than 
in  the  rest  of  East  Europe? 

Divided  Germany  was  the  military  and 
political  front  line  in  the  Cold  War 
between  Western  imperialism  and  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  state.  As 
long  as  the  Kremlin  leaders  were  com- 
mitted to  preserving  the  fruits  of  the  Red 
Army’s  victory  over  the  Na/i  Wehr- 
macht — at  the  cost  of  20  million  Soviet 
lives — control  over  East  Germany  and 
therefore  over  Poland.  Czechoslovakia 
and  Hungary  was  strategically  vital  for 


Moscow.  The  Balkans  were  less  strate- 
gically important  for  the  Kremlin,  and 
so  the  local  Stalinist  regimes  could  have 
greater  leeway.  The  pro-imperialist, 
ultranationalist  and  downright  demented 
policies  of  the  megalomaniacal  Ceau- 
sescu  in  Romania  would  have  been 
inconceivable  in  Poland  or  Czechoslo- 
vakia in  the  I970s-'80s.  Albeit  in  radi- 
cally different  ways,  the  Balkan  Stalinist 
regimes  were  nationalistic  to  a degree 
th&t  their  counterparts  in  the  northern  tier 
of  the  Warsaw  Pact  could  not  be. 

Tito’s  Yugoslavia  pioneered  "national 
Communism"  when  it  broke  with  Sta- 
lin’s Kremlin  in  1948.  Such  a break  was 
possible  because,  unlike  the  rest  of  East 
Europe,  the  Yugoslav  Communist  Parti- 
sans had  won  power  through  their  heroic 
struggle  against  the  German  and  Italian 
occupying  armies,  the  clerical-fascist 
Croatian  Ustasha  and  the  Serbian  royal- 
ist Chetniks.  The  Socialist  Federal 
Republic  of  Yugoslavia  was  forged  in 
the  name  of  the  "unity  and  brotherhood" 
of  all  its  peoples. 


However,  as  a unifying  ideology 
Tito’s  pan-Yugoslav  nationalism  did  not 
survive  the  passing  of  the  Partisan  gen- 
eration. Tito’s  other  innovation,  “market 
socialism.”  and  the  country's  economic 
orientation  to  capitalist  West  Europe  led 
to  the  fracturing  of  the  Yugoslav  bu- 
reaucracy along  national  lines,  espe- 
cially between  the  wealthier  Slovene  and 
Croatian  republics  and  the  more  back- 
ward south.  This  nationalist  fracturing 
culminated  in  the  destruction  of  Yugo- 
slavia in  a territorial  war  between  Ser- 
bia and  Croatia  in  which  an  estimated 
10,000  have  been  killed. 

If  Tito’s  Communist  Partisans  won 
enormous  popular  support  and  authority 
in  Yugoslavia,  the  Romanian  Stalinist 
party  both  entered  and  emerged  from 
World  War  II  as  the  smallest  and  weak- 
est of  any  East  European  country.  It 
had  only  a thousand  members  in  1944. 
The  Romanian  Stalinists  later  sought 
popular  legitimacy  by  embracing  tra- 
ditional Romanian  nationalism  espe- 
cially when  Moscow’s  control  over  its 


Balkan  allies  eased  off. 

In  the  late  1960s,  the  new  Bucharest 
strongman.  Nicolae  Ceausescu,  flaunted 
his  "independence”  in  foreign  affairs,  for 
example,  by  being  the  only  Warsaw  Pact 
country  to  maintain  friendly  diplomatic 
relations  with  Zionist  Israel.  Internally. 
II  Conducator.  who  also  dubbed  himself 
"the  savior  of  the  nation"  and  "the  genius 
of  the  Carpathians,"  intensified  the 
oppression  of  the  Hungarian  community 
in  Transylvania,  starved  and  froze  the 
population  to  pay  off  Romania’s  foreign 
debt,  and  outlawed  abortion  so  that  the 
Romanian  people  would  procreate  in 
ever  greater  numbers.  This  most  brutal 
and  grotesquely  totalitarian  regime  was 
the  “free  world’s”  favorite  East  Euro- 
pean government  in  the  1970s-’80s. 

While  the  Romanian  Stalinists  ap- 
pealed to  nationalism  by  demonstrating 
their  independence  of  Moscow,  the  Bul- 
garian Stalinists  played  on  the  long- 
standing pro-Russian  and  anti-Turkish 
sentiments  of  this  Balkan  Slavic  people. 
Symbolically,  the  Communist  regime 
never  removed  the  statue  of  Tsar  Alex- 
ander II  from  central  Sofia.  Membership 
in  the  Warsaw  Pact  against  NATO  was 
presented  as  a continuation  of  Bulgaria’s 
traditional  alliance  with  Russia  against 
Turkey. 

As  the  authority  of  the  Kremlin  weak- 
ened in  the  mid-1980s,  the  Zhivkov 
regime  sought  to  strengthen  its  nation- 
alist credentials  by  a campaign  to  forci- 
bly "Bulgarianize”  the  country’s  one  and 
a half  million  ethnic  Turks,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  whom  were  driven  from 
their  homes  into  Turkey.  In  July  1989 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  legal 
defense  arm  of  the  Spartacist  League/ 
U.S.,  sent  a letter  to  the  Bulgarian  gov- 
ernment protesting  its  atrocious  treat- 
ment of  the  Turkish  national  minority: 

"The  Bolsheviks  won  the  allegiance  of 
the  Turkic-speaking  nationalities  of  Cen- 
tral Asia  by  demonstrating  the  superi- 
ority of  the  Soviet  system  in  practice— at 
ihe  same  time  respecting  the  cultural  dif- 
ferences of  the  many  nationalities  bru- 
tally oppressed  in  the  tsarist  prison  house 
of  peoples.  ...In  mockery  of  this  tradition 
you  forcibly  expel  thousands  into  the 
hands  of  the  reactionary  Ozal  govern- 


Collapse  of 
Stalinism  paved 
bloody  road  to 
fratricidal 
nationalist  strife 
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small  population  of  Christian  Turks,  the 
Gagauz.  As  elsewhere  in  East  Europe, 
the  nationalities  are  by  no  means  neatly 
concentrated  into  distinct  regions.  Thus 
only  half  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mol- 
davian capital  of  Kishinev  are  ethnic 
Romanians. 

As  the  rule  of  the  Kremlin  bureauc- 
racy was  weakening  under  Gorbachev, 
in  1990  anli-Communist  nationalists 
took  power  in  the  Moldavian  republic. 
They  declared  their  independence  of  the 
USSR  and  proclaimed  unity  with  Roma- 
nia as  their  ultimate  goal.  Thereupon, 
the  Russians  and  Ukrainians  in  eastern 
Moldavia  seceded  to  form  their  own 
Soviet  Socialist  Republic  of  Transnistria 
marked  by  a giant  statue  of  Lenin  in  their 
•‘capital"  of  Tiraspol.  The  Turkic  Gagauz 
likewise  set  up  their  own  Soviet  repub- 
lic. Sporadic  violence  between  the  Mol- 
davian nationalist  regime  and  the  rebel- 
lious Slavic  and  Turkic  communities  has 
escalated  sharply  since  last  August, 
when  Yeltsin’s  countercoup  fractured  the 
Soviet  state. 

In  December.  Romanian  president 
Iliescu  declared  that  unification  with 
Moldavia — including  all  its  historic  ter- 
ritory— is  inevitable.  In  a bizarre  touch, 
the  leaders  of  the  “Transnistria  Repub- 
lic" called  on  the  descendants  of  those 
fabled  tsarist  warriors — the  Don  Cos- 
sacks— to  help  them.  Neo-cossack  het- 
man Yuri  Grigoryev  answered  the  call, 
proclaiming:  "If  there  are  threats  to  the 
lives  of  Slavs  anywhere  on  the  territory 


January  1990:  Bulgarian  nationalists  in  chauvinist  demonstration  demand 
expulsion  of  Turks. 


davia  and  demanding  the  "return"  of  ter- 
ritory which  has  been  part  of  the  Ukraine 
for  half  a century 

The  Moldavian  Cockpit 

Previously  under  Ottoman  rule,  in 
1812  eastern  Moldavia  was  annexed  by 
tsarist  Russia.  After  World  War  I.  the 
victorious  Western  imperialists  spon- 
sored the  creation  of  a Greater  Romania 
by  adding  to  its  territory  Transylvania, 
which  had  been  part  of  Hungary,  and 
eastern  Moldavia,  which  the  fledgling 
Soviet  Russian  workers  state  was  forced 
to  give  up  in  the  treaty  of  Brest-Litovsk. 
Twenty  years  later,  a clause  in  the  1940 
Hitler-Stalin  pact  gave  Moldavia  to  the 
USSR.  However,  Romania  got  the  terri- 
tory back  the  following  year  when  Gen- 
eral Antonescu  joined  Hitler  in  launch- 
ing Operation  Barbarossa.  The  Russian 
population  of  Moldavia  retains  grim 
memories  of  their  suffering  at  the  hands 
of  the  fascistic  Romanian  occupiers. 

When  the  Red  Army  defeated  the  Nazi 
Wehrmacht  and  its  jackals.  Moldavia 
was  incorporated  as  a republic  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  There  was  no  attempt  at 
forced  Russification  (unlike  the  Ukraine 
under  Stalin),  and  Romanian  remained 
the  predominant  language  and  culture. 
Over  time  the  Moldavian  SSR  became 
increasingly  nationally  mixed.  Today. 
65  percent  of  the  population  is  of  Roma- 
nian background.  Most  of  the  rest  are 
about  equally  divided  between  Rus- 
sians and  Ukrainians.  There  is  also  a 


of  the  former  Soviet  Union,  naturally  we 
must  go  and  protect  them.”  The  presence 
of  latter-day  Cossacks,  with  their  prodi- 
gious mustaches  and  red-striped  trou- 
sers, may  give  a comic-opera  tone  to  the 
conflict  in  Moldavia.  However,  the 
underlying  situation  is  anything  but 
funny.  All  of  the  contending  parties  are 
doing  their  best  to  draw  in  their  big 
brothers  from  across  the  borders.  The 
Moldavian  cause  can  become  a deadly 
flash  point  for  resurgent  Romanian.  Rus- 
sian and  Ukrainian  nationalism. 

Bulgaria:  Economic  Collapse 
and  Anti-Turkish  Hysteria 

Todor  Zhivkov  once  wrote  to  Nikita 
Khrushchev  suggesting  that  Bulgaria 
gradually  merge  into  the  USSR.  His 
country  came  as  close  as  it  could  without 
actually  becoming  a Soviet  republic.  The 
Bulgarian  economy  was  integrated  into 
the  Soviet  five-year  plans  in  a way  that 
clearly  benefited  the  relatively  backward 
Balkan  country.  "Our  computer  industry 
was  deliberately  created  for  the  Soviet 
market."  the  head  of  a Sofia  research 
institute  pointed  out  last  year.  "Inside 
Comecon.  we  were  a great  power.  For 
15  years,  the  Cold  War  was  good  for  us" 
(Wall  Street  Journal . 30  April  1991).  The 
Cold  War  also  ensured  that  the  powerful 
Soviet  Army  would  protect  Bulgaria,  a 
member  of  the  Warsaw  Pact,  against  its 
traditional  enemy  Turkey,  now  acting  as 
the  eastern  flank  of  NATO. 

continued  on  page  12 
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Salvation  Front,  who  was  especially 
identified  with  "free  market"  immisera- 
tion.  Although  the  miners  withdrew  after 
promises  that  things  would  change  for 
the  better,  their  march  through  the  capital 
seriously  damaged  Iliescu’s  authority. 
Facing  increasing  opposition  on  all 
fronts,  Iliescu  has  attempted  to  place 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  movement  for 
a Greater  Romania  by  unifying  with  the 
"independent"  Soviet  republic  of  Mol- 
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ment....  Decades  of  Stalinist  betrayals 
have  imperiled  the  defense  of  Bulgaria 
and  all  the  deformed  workers  slates  from 
capitalist  counterrevolution.” 

— WV  No.  481,  7 July  1989 

A few  months  later  Zhivkov  was  over- 
thrown by  a palace  coup  which  did  in- 
deed open  the  road  to  counterrevolution. 

Stalinism  in  the  Balkans,  in  its  ter- 
minal degeneration,  has  made  common 
cause  with  the  most  reactionary  national- 
ist— and  even  outright  fascist — forces. 
Hence  the  political  struggle  against  Sta- 
linist nationalism,  for  a return  to  the 
proletarian  internationalism  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky,  is  central  to  defeating  capi- 
talist counterrevolution  in  the  Balkans 
and  preventing  communalist  bloodbaths 
from  Moldavia  to  Macedonia. 

Beleaguered  Iliescu  Pushes 
for  a “Greater  Romania" 

The  totalitarian  nature  of  the  Ceau- 
sescu  regime  did  not  allow  the  emer- 
gence of  a pro-Western.  anti-Communist 
opposition  such  as  existed  in  other 
East  European  countries.  A coterie  of 
Bucharest  out-bureaucrats,  including  Ion 
Iliescu  and  Silviu  Brucan,  had  been  con- 
spiring for  some  time,  and  when  the  pop- 
ulace rose  up  against  the  hated  despot 
in  December  1989,  they  stepped  into  the 
breach,  acting  in  cahoots  with  the  top 
generals.  Ceausescu  and  his  wife  were 
quickly  and  secretively  executed,  the 
Communist  Party  was  outlawed  and 
a new  National  Salvation  Front  pro- 
claimed as  the  embodiment  of  the  vic- 
torious "revolution." 

The  core  of  the  new  Salvation  Front 
was  the  old  Stalinist  bureaucracy.  But 
sensing  the  strong  winds  blowing  in 
from  the  West,  Iliescu  & Co.  stated  their 
intent  to  transform  Romania  into  a mar- 
ket economy,  albeit  with  “a  considerable 
social  component."  Still  the  Front  pre- 
sented itself  as  a left  alternative  to 
the  outright  counterrevolutionary  parties 
feebly  resurrected  from  the  prewar 
Romania  of  King  Carol. 

The  improvement  in  living  standards 
from  the  wasteland  created  by  Ceausescu 
combined  with  the  Salvation  Front's 
promises  of  a painless  transition  to  a 
market  economy  produced  a landslide 
victory  for  Iliescu  and  his  cohorts  in  the 
May  1990  elections.  Frustrated  at  the 
result,  right-wing  mobs — drawn  heavily 
from  university  students — staged  riots  in 
Bucharest  aiming  to  topple  the  govern- 
ment. At  this  point  Iliescu  as  president 
appealed  to  the  coal  miners  of  the  Jiu 
Valley  to  defend  "democracy.”  The  min- 
ers duly  came  to  the  capital  and  trashed 
the  petty-bourgeois  rightist  punks. 
Spokesmen  for  Western  imperialism 
screamed  “red  terror"  at  this  effective 
display  of  working-class  muscle  on 
behalf  of  a government  of  erstwhile 
Communists. 

But,  in  fact,  the  Front  was  also  flirting 
with  white  terror,  especially  against 


national  and  ethnic  minorities.  Iliescu  & 
Co.  maintained  relations  with  the  ultra- 
nationalist  newspaper  Romania  Mare 
(Greater  Romania)  edited  by  a couple  of 
notorious  Ceausescu  hacks.  One  of  them. 
Corneliu  Vadim  Tudor,  penned  a eulogy 
to  the  fallen  dictator:  “All  Romanians 
are  waiting  for  you  to  come  back.  To  rid 
the  country  of  thieves...  To  make  the 
Gypsies  work.  And  discipline  the  Hun- 
garians." The  Salvation  Front  govern- 
ment did  nothing  to  prevent  a campaign 
of  murderous  attacks  on  the  Gypsy  pop- 
ulation. which  numbers  two  million,  the 
largest  in  East  Europe.  Spokesmen  for 
the  Gypsy  community  say  their  situation 
is  worse  than  under  Ceausescu. 

Despite  claims  by  both  Romanian 
rightists  and  some  Western  media  that 
Iliescu  & Co.  were  still  really  Commu- 
nists. they  did  as  promised  and  carried 
out  market-oriented  economic  "reforms" 
in  agreement  with  the  world  bankers' 
cartel,  the  IMF.  During  1990.  industrial 
production  plummeted  by  over  30  per- 
cent as  "unprofitable"  enterprises  were 
closed  down.  The  Romanian  working 
class — which  on  occasion  had  defied 
even  Ceausescu — resisted  as  best  they 
could  in  the  absence  of  revolutionary 
leadership.  During  the  first  half  of  1990 
alone  300  million  man-hours  were  lost 
due  to  strikes  and  worker  protests.  These 
forced  the  government  to  increase 
money  wages  while  output  was  falling 
sharply,  thus  fueling  hyperinflation.  Pop- 
ular support  for  the  Salvation  Front 
eroded  rapidly  as  working-class  anger 
built  up  to  an  explosion  point. 

The  explosion  came  last  September 
when  the  Jiu  Valley  miners,  led  by  old- 
line  Stalinists,  once  again  descended  on 
Bucharest,  this  time  not  to  defend  the 
Salvation  Front  but  to  call  on  its  leaders 
to  resign.  Iliescu  sacrificed  his  prime 
minister  Petre  Roman,  a rival  within  the 
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In  Konor  of  Our  Slain  Comrade 

Martha  Phillips 


With  this  issue  of  WV  we  conclude  our  tribute  to  our 
esteemed  comrade.  Martha  Ann  Phillips,  who  was  mur- 
dered on  February  9 in  Moscow.  These  selections  from 
comrades'  remembrances  of  Martha  have  been  excerpted 
and  edited  for  publication  We  want  to  thank  all  the  other 
comrades  of  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.  and  International 
Communist  League  whose  spoken  and  written  tributes  to 
Martha  have  not  been  printed  for  reasons  of  space.  We 
want  to  thank  also  the  many  friends  who  have  sent  letters 
of  condolence,  a few  of  which  appear  on  page  2 

Liz  (Jordon:  1 first  met  Martha  when  some  Spartacist 
comrades  from  New  York  went  down  to  meet  several  con- 
tacts who  were  leftist  members  of  the  SWP  in  Washington, 
D.C.  What  I remember  from  that  trip  to  Washington  is  the 
strong  impression  Martha  made  on  me.  She  talked  to  me 
about  everything  from  having  once  lived  in  New  York 
seeking  a career  on  the  stage  to  being  in  Madison  and 
joining  the  SWP.  1 liked  her  enormously  for  her  honesty 
and  openness  as  well  as  her  intelligence.  I was  especially 
moved  by  her  calmly  indignant  account  of  her  struggles 
as  the  mother  of  a handicapped  child  to  wrest  from  the 
various  heartless  bureaucracies  a recognition  of  Lael's 
problems  and  to  get  help  for  him. 

Martha  and  I were  friends  from  our  first  meeting,  though 
mostly  by  long  distance.  She  was  tremendously  warm- 
hearted and  made  friends  throughout  the  party  at  all  times 
in  her  life.  Spending  an  evening  with  Martha  was  always 
a warm  experience  and  also  an  exciting  political  time. 
Martha  was  political  down  to  her  fingertips,  and  though 
her  convictions  were  deeply,  passionately  held  she  was 
usually  very  clear  in  her  thinking  and  articulate  in  expres- 
sion. I especially  valued  her  insights  into  the  question  of 
women's  oppression  and  her  interest  in  and  knowledge  of 
the  history  of  the  Trotskyist  movement.  As  a party  leader, 
educator  and  spokesman,  and  as  a thoughtful  partisan  of 
women’s  liberation,  Martha  was  a role  model  for  many 
female  comrades,  but  she  also  numbered  many  senior  com- 
rades of  the  male  persuasion  among  her  most  cherished 
friends  and  drinking  buddies. 

Martha  may  have  had  more  friends  in  the  party  than 
anyone  else.  The  comrades  in  the  center  responsible  for 
making  up  the  weekly  courier  package  for  Moscow  were 
sometimes  embarrassed  on  behalf  of  other  comrades  there 
at  the  number  of  letters  being  forwarded  to  Martha  from 
all  points  on  the  globe.  Typically  there  would  be  personal 
mail  for  Martha  from  the  Bay  Area  and  New  York  and 
maybe  from  Tokyo  or  Paris,  and  also  from  her  family  in 
Denver. 

Warm  heart  notwithstanding,  Martha  was  tough,  as 
legions  of  our  opponents  well  know  to  their  discomfort. 
One  of  my  favorite  stories  about  her  involves  our  inter- 
vention into  the  Leninist  Faction  convention  held  in  the 
Midwest.  Martha  was  the  one  on  the  phones.  At  one  point 
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she  called  Jim  and  said  they  were  getting  a lot  of  Spart- 
baiting  and  demands  to  know  if  they  had  carnal  knowledge 
of  the  SL.  Jim  gave  her  some  good  advice  and  she  gulped 
and  agreed.  Then  she  got  up  at  the  meeting  and  proposed: 
"If  you  want  to  know  about  the  Spartacist  League,  I move 
that  we  invite  Jim  Robertson  to  this  convention  to  answer 
all  our  questions  about  the  politics  of  the  SL!"  The  motion 
did  not  carry  but  the  proposal  must  have  impressed  some 
people,  and  we  did  finally  win  over  several  additional 
supporters. 

I also  remember  Martha  at  the  November  27  Labor/ 
Black  Mobilization  in  1982.  She  was  on  the  front  lines. 
Comrades  will  recall  how  the  individual  initiative  of  com- 
rades was  key  to  taking  advantage  of  the  situation  we  had 
created  which  had  brought  out  so  many  black  unionists 
and  youth  who  really  wanted  to  stop  the  Klan  and  were 
prepared  to  try  to  do  it.  Having  prepared  as  best  we  could 
by  arranging  for  marshals  in  advance  and  pulling  in  a lot 
more  on  the  spot,  especially  groups  of  experienced  union 
guys  who  had  worked  together  in  a disciplined  fashion  in 
their  own  struggles,  there  was  still  a big  role  for  sponta- 
neity. As  the  mass  of  people  spread  out  behind  the  barri- 
cades many-deep  behind  the  line  of  marshals,  there  was 
one  section  of  the  line  where  a lot  of  big  and  determined- 
looking  guys  had  congregated,  by  people  looking  around 
them  and  just  finding  that  section  of  the  line  that  looked 
like  the  participants  meant  business.  Martha,  a small 
woman,  was  not  a marshal  but  she  looked  at  the  demo 
and  saw  where  the  hot  spot  was  shaping  up  to  be.  She 
asked  for  and  got  permission  from  some  appropriate  party 
authority  on  the  spot  to  get  herself  a piece  of  the  action. 
Looking  at  the  line  of  protesters,  and  maybe  especially  at 
that  part  of  it.  someone  in  authority  over  the  cops  decided 
it  would  not  be  the  belter  pan  of  valor  to  try  and  march 
the  Klansmen  past  the  reception  that  was  waiting  for  them. 
The  rest  is  history,  and  Martha  was  right  there. 

That  she  left  the  Bay  Area  and  went  off  to  take  up  the 
challenge  of  fighting  to  rcimplant  Trotskyism  in  the  Soviet 
Union  was  typical  of  Martha's  courage.  With  the  determi- 
nation that  had  led  her  to  follow  her  allegiance  to  Trot- 
skyism through  a factional  struggle  inside  the  SWP  and 
inside  the  Leninist  Faction,  Manha  chose  to  rip  up  her 
personal  life  by  volunteering  to  move  thousands  of  miles 
away  to  a foreign  city  facing  hard  times  and  possible  big 
struggles.  She  was  not  daunted  by  the  huge  obstacles  of 
finding  work  to  support  herself  while  mastering  a foreign 


language,  the  loneliness  and  isolation,  the  magnitude  of 
the  political  tasks  at  hand. 

Martha's  stories  about  the  practical  obstacles  to  func- 
tioning in  Moscow  were  quite  entertaining.  But  she  was 
nor  starry-eyed.  During  an  afternoon  we  spent  together 
when  she  passed  through  New  York  on  her  way  there  the 
last  time,  she  was  eloquent  about  the  pervasive  social  back- 
wardness on  the  woman  question  in  the  USSR,  about  the 
constant  slights  and  the  incomprehension  of  the  idea  of  a 
woman  being  a political  leader  This  had  to  be  fought 
against  constantly  even  among  our  own  contacts.  She  also 
spoke  about  her  uneasiness  as  a Jewish  woman  at  a time 
of  rising  anti-Semitism  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Martha  enjoyed  her  students  and  wrote  about  them  in 
her  letters  home.  In  a letter  written  January  22.  Martha 
described  discussions  in  her  classes:  "Today  at  school 
talked  to  two  classes  about  what  their  impressions  were 
of  life  here  now.  It  was  interesting  to  see  the  shift  in 
opinions.  These  are  the  kids  at  the  special  school  who  are 
pretty  privileged.  There  were  a couple  of  hard  anti- 
communists but  the  bulk  of  kids  (they're  15  years  old) 
thought  things  were  getting  worse  and  several  thought 
there  would  be  big  demonstrations  here  soon.  Several  told 
stories  of  people  protesting  in  their  neighborhoods  at  milk 
stores  or  bakeries  and  how  it  forced  the  stores  on  the  spot 
to  lower  prices  or  how  they  hauled  out  the  bread  that  was 
being  hoarded  in  the  back  and  put  it  on  sale.” 

I very  much  appreciated  the  comments  Martha  sent  in 
for  the  discussion  at  the  last  party  plenum,  which  centered 
on  "revolutionary  optimism"  and  the  need  to  combine  a 
clear-eyed  view  of  all  the  bad  things  going  on  with  the 
understanding  that  the  counterrevolutionaries  had  not 
yet  had  the  confidence  to  directly  confront  the  working 
class  and  push  through  the  consequences  of  their  unchal- 
lenged victory  over  the  halfhearted  "coup."  Her  obser- 
vations have  had  a real  impact  on  our  discussions,  and  we 
have  also  been  inspired  by  her  example,  along  with  that 
of  the  other  comrades  who  have  faced  the  hardships  and 
the  dangers  of  conducting  this  crucial  work  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  As  our  senior  cadre  in  Moscow,  Martha  was  func- 
tioning as  our  organizer  there,  although  everyone  knew 
that  organizing  was  not  her  strong  suit.  She  also  took  real 
pride  in  having  managed  to  master  enough  Russian  to  be 
a translator  in  a pinch.  In  her  January  22  letter  to  me  she 
said,  "The  main  thing  here  is  endurance — or.  as  Trotsky 
put  it.  tenacity." 

Loretta  F.:  Some  personal  reflections  on  Martha:  I met 
Martha  in  1978.  I was  18  years  old  and  part  of  a group 
that  was  being  recruited  to  the  Spartacus  Youth  League. 
She  helped  tremendously  in  that  recruitment  and  the  con- 
solidation of  this  group,  and  led  the  fights  against  the  petty- 
bourgeois,  male-chauvinist  nationalists — it  was  quite  a bit- 
ter fight  and  she  provided  such  a tremendous  inspiration 
and  leadership  to  all  of  this  group.  It  was  predominantly 


Oakland,  California,  December  1975:  Martha  at 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  forum  where  relatives 
of  victims  of  racist  police  terror  spoke. 
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Moscow,  December 
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and  an  official  of 
the  Lenin  Museum 
display  Partisan 
Defense  Committee 
and  Prometheus 
Research  Library 
protest  letters 
against  closing  of 
the  museum. 


Chicana.  but  I remember  feeling  very  close  to  her  even 
at  that  time.  I was  18.  I had  a very  young  daughter,  she 
was  not  even  a year  old.  and  I was  on  welfare.  And 
Martha  was  uniquely  able  to  leach  me  to  fight  against  the 
humiliation  of  the  so-called  public  assistance  program. 
She  taught  me  to  be  a communist. 

And  by  force  of  example,  she  inspired  the  young  women 
in  that  recruitment  period,  leading  politically  in  those  fights 
for  a communist  program.  Martha  over  the  years  worked 
with  many  youth  comrades,  and  I remember  a few  times 
pissing  her  off.  and  just  seeing  the  look  of  disappointment 
on  her  face  really  made  the  lessons  sink  in  even  more, 
that  you  had  to  try  even  harder  to  learn.  I know  that  many, 
many  comrades  wanted  to  be  like  Manha.  and  I among 
them  always  identified  very  closely  with  her. 

She  always  fought  with  the  young  women  in  the  SYL. 
She  taught  us  how  to  fight,  not  only  against  our  political 
opponents,  but  also,  importantly,  against  the  very  real 
effects  of  internalized  oppression. 

Many  ol  us  have  entered  non-traditional  jobs  and 
apprenticeships,  and  Martha  gave  us  the  benefit  of  her 
hard  knowledge  being  in  the  trade  that  she  was.  And  I 
would  say  that  if  there  were  a journeyman  in  our  program. 
Martha  was  a master  of  the  craft  of  revolution.  And  she 
taught  us  as  apprentices,  and  I think  she  did  a damn  good 
job.  Because  Martha  lived  as  a communist,  she  understood 
keenly  the  difficulty  for  women  and  minority  comrades. 
And  she  personally  often  prodded  me  to  speak  of  my  life 
experience  as  a Chicana  farm  worker. 

She  was  very  perceptive  and  she  had  a talent  for  encour- 
aging youth  comrades  to  come  forward  and  lake  on  more 
responsibility.  I remember  over  the  years  she’d  say  to  me. 
with  the  fire  of  challenge  in  her  eyes.  “Loretta,  well. 
Loretta,  someday  you’re  going  to  lead  the  workers.  I know 
this." 

And  when  I relumed  from  Nicaragua  in  1985.  she  told 
me  that  she  liked  my  written  report  (see  "Defend  Nicara- 
gua! Crush  the  Contras!’’.  Young  Spartacus  No.  134.  March 
1986J  and  that  it  had  made  her  cry.  She  encouraged  me 
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May  1983:  With  demonstrators  protesting  appear- 
ance of  Cold  Warrior  Jeane  Kirkpatrick  at  Fairmont 
Hotel  in  San  Francisco. 

to  write  more.  And  I fell  so  honored  by  that.  There  were 
many,  many  sides  to  Martha.  Overall  her  revolutionary 
will,  her  love  for  life,  her  family  and  comrades,  her  intel- 
lectual appetite,  her  wonderful  piquant  sense  of  humor, 
her  sweet  compassion  and  just  hatred  of  capitalism. 

And  so  I can  only  say  now.  I always  thought  of  Martha 
as  Rosa  Luxemburg.  I remember  many  meetings,  hearing 
her  speak,  watching  her  give  forums,  and  I thought,  she's 
our  Rosa.  And  she  is  the  rose  of  our  International. 

Debbie  H.:  I wanted  to  share  with  you  a few  personal 
and  political  memories  about  Martha  that  I will  always 
cherish. 

In  1988.  when  we  organized  to  stop  the  KKK  from 
marching  in  Philadelphia.  Martha  and  I worked  together 
at  some  of  the  campuses  to  bring  students  out  for  this 
mobilization.  A little  frustrated  that  there  were  so  many 
students  who  we  wanted  to  talk  to  but  who  were  just  sitting 
there  eating.  Martha  said:  "Let's  just  stand  on  a chair  and 
get  their  attention.’’  Having  a little  trouble  putting  this 
good  idea  into  practice.  I said.  "OK,  you  go  first."  Martha 
took  a breath,  got  right  up  there  and  gave  such  a powerful 
speech,  there  was  no  need  for  a second.  She  told  those 
students  all  about  the  civil  rights  movement,  about  how 
students  from  this  and  other  campuses  went  down  South 


30  years  ago  as  courageous  fighters  for  black  liberation 
and  how  now  they  had  the  same  responsibility  to  fight 
against  the  fascist  scum  who  were  threatening  to  march 
in  Philadelphia.  Martha  was  a wonderful  speaker,  a pow- 
erful agitator. 

In  September  I spent  two  weeks  with  comrades  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  I got  to  spend  a good  deal  of  time  with 
Martha.  The  pace  of  work  for  comrades  was  very  high, 
and  the  strains  many. 

One  night  when  we  were  coming  from  a restaurant  in 
Moscow,  she  told  me  about  the  time  when  she  was  on  a 
train  coming  back,  from  Leningrad.  I think.  There  were 
mainly  Soviet  soldiers  in  this  car  on  the  train  and  they 
were  all  singing.  Well,  it  went  around  that  each  person 
had  to  sing  a song  themselves.  When  it  came  to  Martha’s 
turn,  all  she  could  remember  was:  “That’s  Why  the  Lady 
Is  a Tramp"!  So  of  course  she  sang  it,  and  at  the  end  of 
each  chorus,  the  soldiers  chimed  in  as  best  they  could, 
"That’s  why  the  lady  is  a tramp”!  This  is  when  she 
told  me  about  her  theater  background,  how  good  she  was 
at  it  and  how  much  she  loved  it.  She  said  that  giving 
up  the  theater  was  the  hardest  decision  of  her  life  at  the 
time. 

The  children  Martha  taught  in  Moscow  were  very  lucky. 
She  would  tell  them  stories  about  the  Vietnam  War,  the 
civil  rights  movement,  life  in  America  from  a communist 
point  of  view.  She  put  together  a little  picture  album  of 
her  family  and  of  her  relationship  with  Jeff.  She  knew 
how  important  it  was  for  these  children  to  see  pictures  of 
an  integrated  relationship.  One  day  she  asked  the  children 
what  they  thought  about  the  education  system,  and  it  almost 
started  a civil  war  in  her  classroom...  bet  ween  the  children 
of  the  bureaucrats  and  the  children  of  workers.  Then  they 
started  asking  her  questions,  like  what  she  thought  of  the 
coup!  After  answering  carefully,  she  decided  that  maybe 
she  shouldn't  encourage  them  to  ask  just  anything  they 
want!  Martha  was  one  of  the  best  teachers  within  our  party 
for  new  comrades.  She  was  wonderful  at  explaining  polit- 
ical history  and  program,  very  patient  and  clear.  She  should 
have  lived  to  a ripe  old  age  teaching  the  youth  of  future 
generations. 

San  J.:  I remember  when  I first  met  Martha.  I was  17  or 
18  and  was  in  Santa  Fe.  New  Mexico.  It  was  summertime. 

I wanted  to  join  the  youth  organization  but  was  told  to 
hold  off  until  I got  back  from  working  in  a construction 
brigade  of  the  Cuban  Communist  youth.  I found  out  that 
a member  of  the  Spartacists  named  Martha  Phillips  was 
in  Denver  at  her  parents’  house  recuperating  from  an  oper- 
ation. I went  to  see  her  there.  Martha  had  me  read  "Genesis 
of  Pabloism"  [Spariacist  No.  21.  Fall  1972).  which  I 
couldn't  understand  much  of  at  the  time,  and  then  we 
talked  about  it.  She  was  patient  and  serious,  and  explained 
to  me  the  importance  of  the  revolutionary  party  and  its 
history.  I remember  that  I went  away  thinking  that  this 
was  a real  revolutionary — that  I wanted  to  be  like  her,  and 
that  I would  be  proud  to  be  in  an  organization  with  people 
like  her.  one  that  really  meant  business  about  the 
revolution. 

Years  later  I got  to  know  her  well  in  Oakland,  and  1 
always  fell  like  we  understood  each  other  pretty  well.  As 
time  went  by  we  became  friends. 

A comrade  told  me  many  years  ago  that  there  are 
two  indispensable  prerequisites  for  being  a revolutionary: 
the  capacity  for  outrage  against  oppression,  and  a sense 
of  humor.  Martha  had  these  two  capacities  in  very  full 
measure. 

I remember  during  her  election  campaign  the  union 
bureaucrats  in  the  Oakland  phone  local  were  actually 
scared  to  death  that  we  might  succeed  in  getting  the 
members  to  endorse  her.  since  she  was  a real  ball  of  fire 


and  was  making  life  hell  for  some  of  their  colleagues  in 
the  UAW  and  ILWU  bureaucracy.  I remember  the  impact 
of  how  she  spoke  about  the  racist  murder  of  Patrick  Mason 
(in  Orange  County)  during  that  campaign. 

I will  miss  the  way  Martha  laughed,  the  fire  in  her  eyes 
when  she  went  up  against  some  social-traitor  or  hammered 
home  a principle  of  communism,  and  the  way  she  liked 
to  tell  all  kinds  of  stories  and  anecdotes  with  her  flair  for 
the  dramatic.  She  had  a special  passion  for  the  heritage 
of  Cannon,  which  she  tried  to  impart  to  the  youth. 

The  last  time  I saw  her  was  more  than  a year  ago.  but 
it  seems  like  it  was  just  yesterday.  She  was  telling  stories 
about  her  work  in  the  Soviet  Union.  I asked  her  when  she 
was  going  back.  “As  soon  as  I can!"  she  said.  She  went 
back;  she  stood  up  to  the  anti-Semites  and  counterrevolu- 
tionary gangsters,  and  died  doing  the  work  she  wanted  to 
do.  with  the  energy  and  talent  we  all  admired. 

Janet  J.:  Martha  never  had  an  easy  life.  Before  Martha’s 
death  I talked  with  a contact  who  said  that  he  had  personal 
problems  that  he  needed  to  resolve  before  he  joined  the 
organization.  I gave  him  a few  examples  of  comrades  who 
did  their  work  well  in  spite  of  personal  difficulties  and 
then  I thought  of  Martha.  I couldn’t  in  my  poor  Spanish 
even  begin  to  summarize  what  kind  of  comrade  Martha 
was  and  the  extent  of  the  "personal  problems"  she  had 
had  which  she  never  allowed  to  stand  in  her  way. 

Having  worked  with  Martha  for  over  ten  years  I have 
many  memories  which  in  these  past  days  have  been  filling 
my  mind — one  memory  crowding  out  another.  Martha  and 
I came  into  my  house  once,  when  our  sons  were  about 
nine  years  old.  and  we  found  my  son  had  left  a note  saying 
he  had  gone  out.  I was  upset  because  I had  left  him  alone 
and  now  he  wasn’t  there.  Martha  read  the  note  in  tears 
because  her  son  couldn’t  write  her  a note  and  she  didn't 
know  if  he  would  ever  be  able  to.  So  we  just  stood  there 
and  hugged  each  other. 

So  many  images  of  Martha  are  so  clear  for  me:  Martha 
rushing  off  to  UC  Berkeley  anti-apartheid  demonstrations, 
trying  to  do  all  by  herself  what  our  students  and  much 

continued  on  page  9 


WV  Photo 

San  Francisco,  19  April  1980:  Martha  was  press 
liaison  for  April  19  Committee  Against  Nazis 
(ANCAN)  which  stopped  fascists  from  “celebrat- 
ing” Hitler's  birthday. 
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“Where  Does  the  Money  Come  From?" 


by  Martha  Phillips 


On  18  October  1991 . Martha  tape-recorded  this  political 
report  and  fund-raising  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Spartacist 
League  Lenin-Trotsky  Fund,  which  has  raised  thousands 
of  dollars  to  help  finance  the  International  Communist 
League's  production  and  distribution  of  Trotskyist  literature 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  Even  five  and  a half  months  later. 
Martha's  report  remains  an  informative  and  powerful  pre- 
sentation about  this  vital  work 

Greetings,  comrades,  from  Trotskyists  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  It’s  Friday  night  at  the  end  of  a very  long  week 
here  in  Moscow.  I’m  sitting  here  as  usual  with  wine,  cig- 
arettes and  tape  recorder.  My  only  regret  is  that  I can’t  be 
with  you  tonight,  especially  to  share  in  what  I hope  would 
be  some  liquor,  food,  and  especially  to  be  able  to  talk  with 
you  and  to  help  raise  money  for  the  Lenin-Trotsky  Fund. 
It's  very  important  work  that  you're  doing.  It  represents 
internationalism  at  the  highest  level,  not  the  fraud  of  inter- 
national greetings  at  fake  congresses,  but  internationalism 
as  Lenin  taught  us.  that  is,  the  internationalism  of  building 
a world  party  of  socialist  revolution,  which  today  means 
a fight  to  reforge  the  Fourth  International. 

In  our  daily  work  here  in  front  of  factories,  in  Red 
Square,  defending  the  Lenin  Museum,  often  workers  will 
ask  us.  “well,  where  do  you  get  the  money  to  put  out  this 
material?”  And  we  explain  to  them  very  simply  that  we 
are  an  international  workers  organization.  That  is.  com- 
rades like  you  sitting  in  the  room  tonight  put  out  often 
their  only  bit  of  surplus,  because  they  care  very  deeply 
about  the  survival  of  the  land  of  the  October  Revolution 
and  are  looking  to  fight  along  with  us  against  Yclisin-Bush 
counterrevolution. 

I’d  like  to  begin  by  stressing  the  critical  point,  which 
of  course  we  have  said  numerous  times  now  in  our  material. 
The  point  is  this,  that  while  the  working  people  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  indeed  the  workers  of  the  world,  have  suf- 
fered an  unparalleled  disaster  with  the  pathetic  coup  of 
what  is  called  here  the  “GKChP"  (State  Emergency  Com- 
mittee) and  the  countercoup  of  Yeltsin,  while  the  Stalinists’ 
bureaucratic  misrule  has  caused  the  first  workers  state  to 
lie  in  tatters,  while  the  state  power  has  been  fractured,  we 
stress  here — and  workers  very  much  agree — the  outcome 
is  not  yet  definitively  decided. 

I’ll  give  you  an  example.  Forty  days  after  the  three 
people  were  killed  defending  the  Yeltsin  "White  House," 
the  Yeltsin-Popov  regime  called  a commemoration  in  front 
of  the  "White  House”  on  the  Moscow  River.  There  was 
quite  a lot  of  hoopla  about  it.  They  built  it  very  heavily, 
but  interestingly  enough  less  than  a thousand  people  came 
out;  this  was  only  40  days  after  the  coup.  This  was  an 
extremely  small  turnout  which  represented  mainly  the  offi- 
cials, representing  a significant  defeat  as  well  as  a shift 
in  public  opinion.  Already  here  the  mood  has  changed 
quite  dramatically. 

In  addition,  the  day-to-day  life  of  Muscovites,  which  is 
what  I'm  most  familiar  with  living  here  in  the  city,  has 
become  day  by  day  considerably  worse.  I ll  give  you  an 
example.  I work  as  a teacher  in  a Soviet  school  and  two 
days  ago  I was  sitting  in  the  school  cafeteria,  and  for  the 
first  time  since  the  first  day  of  classes,  the  breakfast  for 
children  included  one  piece  of  cheese  for  each  child.  The 
sound  of  a hundred  children  throughout  the  cafeteria 
screaming  "cheese,  cheese"  said  more  to  me  than  a hundred 
articles  in  the  bourgeois  press  about  what  the  real  situation 
here  is,  which  is  that  day  by  day  it  becomes  harder  and 
harder  to  find  food. 

I was  talking  with  the  director  of  the  school,  an  old 
Stalinist  who  lived  through  the  siege  of  Moscow,  as  well 
as  some  other  people  who  lived  through  World  War  II  here 
in  the  city,  and  the  opinion  of  most  people  who  actually 
lived  through  that  period  is  that  the  economic  situation  at 
the  current  moment  is  worse  than  in  the  middle  of  World 
War  II  (other  than  in.  of  course,  Leningrad,  where  there 
was  a blockade).  In  the  first  year  of  the  War.  there  were 
a number  of  people  who  were  hungry,  but  fairly  soon  after 
that  they  instituted  a rationing  system.  And  people  were 
able  to  get  meat;  they  were  able  to  get  food,  and  it  was 
done  on  an  equal  basis.  Today,  the  inequality  is  horrible 
and  striking.  It  strikes  of  course  first  the  old  and  sick 
and  the  weak.  There  are  families  who  are  already  hungry. 
Most  people  either  have  stockpiles  of  a certain  amount  or 
have  their  connections  through  a complicated  system  of 
ordering,  but  the  reality  is  that  every  day  the  situation 
deteriorates. 

Just  another  example  from  my  own  experience.  Yester- 
day, for  example,  all  water  was  turned  off  at  the  school, 
which  meant  that  there  was  no  food  for  the  children,  there 
were  no  toilets.  Let  me  tell  you  it  was  fairly  difficult  to 
teach  children  who  had  not  eaten  or  been  able  to  go  to 
the  bathroom.  This  is  only  one  small  example  of  what  life 
is  like  here  at  the  moment. 

So  the  initial  wave  is  receding  of  illusions  in  the  Yeltsin 


"democrats,”  which  of  course  was  significantly  less  than 
has  been  ballyhooed  about  by  these  traitorous  people, 
called  “leftists”  in  the  West,  who  were  on  the  Yeltsin  bar- 
licades.  Even  within  that  context — the  petty-bourgeois  core 
that  makes  up  the  center  of  Moscow — the  mood  has  already 
shifted  against  Yeltsin  and  the  "democrats."  They  keep 
attempting  to  make  moves  against  the  working  class.  Mean- 
while, of  course,  there’s  the  purge  within  the  army,  how 
extensive  it  is  we  simply  do  not  know. 

But  in  addition,  the  actual  selling  off  of  the  means  of 
production  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  proceeding.  But  no  one 
is  willing  to  pour  the  kind  of  money  into  this  country  that 
was  able  to  buy  the  votes  for  the  D-mark  referendum  in 
the  former  East  Germany.  So  the  reality  is  that  the  economic- 
situation  constantly  shows  the  population  that  the  "dem- 
ocrats" simply  cannot  solve  the  problems.  We’ve  already 
seen  reports  in  the  city  of  Perm  that  there  have  been  sig- 
nificant demonstrations. 

And  the  key  question,  of  course,  is  leadership.  What’s 
left  of  the  old  Communist  Party  are  the  fractured  remnants 
of  the  so-called  "patriots."  These  are  the  people  that  are 
on  a regular  basis  mobilizing  in  front  of  the  Lenin  Museum 
here  in  Moscow.  This  milieu  is  extremely  contradictory. 
On  the  one  hand  as  you  stand  there  and  sell  Trotskyist 
literature,  you  could  be  surrounded  at  any  one  time  by  the 
most  virulent  anti-Semites  who  scream  "Jew"  at  you.  who 


talk  about  Trotsky  being  a Jew,  talk  about  Zionism  in 
Israel — not  of  course  from  the  standpoint  of  the  defense 
of  the  rights  of  the  Palestinians,  but  from  the  most  revolting 
kind  of  anti-Semitism.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  women, 
there  are  workers  who  stand  there  with  hand-painted  signs 
defending  Lenin,  defending  the  gains  of  October,  opposed 
to  privatization.  And  these  people  are  extremely  receptive 
to  the  materials  that  we  need  the  help  of  all  the  comrades 
around  the  world  to  be  able  to  continue  to  put  out.  The 
situation  here  is  quite  interesting,  because  while  in  front 
of  the  museum  you  see  mainly  Russians,  very  rarely  do 
you  see  national  minorities,  who  actually  make  up  a sig- 
nificant part  of  the  working  class  in  Moscow.  People  who 
are  very  receptive  are  the  women  workers.  Jewish  workers 
and  national  minorities. 

I’d  like  to  stress  that  every  few  days  when  we  go  and 
pick  up  our  mail  at  the  post  office  box.  there  are  letters 
from  all  over  the  Soviet  Union  requesting  literature, 
requesting  information,  requesting  answers  to  their  ques- 
tions. There  are  people  who  are  writing  us  asking  to  un- 
derstand what  Trotskyism  is  about  and  looking  for  a lead- 
ership. The  key  question  here  is  whether  in  time  we  will 
be  able  to  forge  a Trotskyist  nucleus,  so  that  when  struggles 
break,  which  are  inevitable,  a significant  section  of  people 
will  be  able  to  provide  some  leadership. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  we  stand  before  the  Lenin 
Museum  we  raise  placards  against  anti-Semitism,  that  we 
explicitly  say  that  we  are  Trotskyists.  And  at  the  same 
lime  that  a large  section  of  the  "patriot"  milieu  are 
reduplicating  the  most  simplistic  kind  of  economism,  we 
are  the  ones  championing  all  of  the  key  issues  the  Soviet 
working  class  so  desperately  needs  answers  to.  What  we 
offer  is  a worldview.  What  we  offer  is  exactly  the  infor- 
mation that  is  not  being  provided,  on  what  is  going  on  in 


the  capitalist  West — the  pogroms  in  Germany,  the  Roman- 
ian miners,  the  situation  for  black  people  in  America.  No 
one  else  has  the  capacity — because  no  one  else  has  the 
program — to  provide  this  material.  So  that  the  most 
advanced  layers  of  the  population  are  beginning  to  seri- 
ously consider  Trotskyism. 

I would  like  to  talk  a little  about  the  woman  question 
here,  because  I feel  it  rather  acutely  as  I sec  women  stand- 
ing in  the  lines.  We  understand  from  the  newspapers  and 
from  friends  in  Leningrad  that  there  have  already  been 
scares  where  no  bread,  once  again,  has  been  on  the  shelves. 
We  hear  that  at  times  people  have  to  stand  in  line  for  as 
long  as  two  hours  for  bread.  And,  of  course,  bread  is  not 
just  the  symbol — it’s  the  main  thing  which  people  eat  on 
a daily  basis  to  keep  going  and  continue  with  their  work. 

So  we  need  to  have  the  money  to  continue  to  print  our 
leaflets,  to  put  out  the  second  issue  of  our  bulletin,  to  send 
this  material  to  all  parts  of  the  Soviet  Union,  to  make  trips 
to  follow  up  on  groups  which  look  to  be  beginning  to 
seriously  study  Trotsky  and  Lenin.  And  that’s  the  question 
which  we  have  to  put  to  you  this  evening.  I apologize  for 
the  fact  that  no  doubt  I sound  a bit  tired  and  my  sentences 
are  not  terribly  good.  But  I hope  you  understand  that  the 
key  question  here  is  that  we  desperately  need  the  ability 
to  continue  to  do  this  work,  because  there  is  an  opening 
for  Trotskyism  for  the  first  time  since  the  decisive  defeat 


of  the  Left  Opposition  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

We  have  a real  opportunity  here.  And  it’s  important  to 
see  that,  despite  the  fact  that  Yeltsin  called  for  strikes,  even 
at  the  time  of  the  most  enormous  propaganda  barrage  at 
the  lime  of  the  coup,  the  workers  nevertheless  did  not  re- 
spond with  the  strikes.  We  expect  that  there  very  well  may 
be  some  demonstrations  around  the  time  of  November  7. 

But  most  importantly,  what  we  are  looking  to  do  now 
is  train  the  cadres.  On  a day-to-day  level  it’s  extremely 
difficult  because  we  have  many,  many  more  people  who 
want  to  meet  with  us  than  we  can  possibly  meet.  People 
who  might  join  our  organization  have  enormous  problems. 
For  the  most  part  they  are  working  people.  They  have 
families.  They  have  children.  They  have  jobs;  they  have 
responsibilities.  The  women  have  to  spend  enormous  num- 
bers of  hours  waiting  in  lines. 

But  as  Trotsky  pointed  out  in  The  History  of  the  Russian 
Revolution,  despite  the  fact  that  in  the  early  days  after 
February,  the  dispersed  Bolshevik  Party  had  few  in  the 
way  of  organizers,  agitators  and  so  on.  what  the  Bolsheviks 
had  was  the  program  that  the  masses  of  workers  had  to 
come  to  if  they  were  to  solve  the  situation,  and  this  is 
precisely  what  the  program  of  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist)  provides  today. 

As  I say  to  people  when  they  ask  us,  "how  many  people 
do  you  really  have?"  our  standard  answer  is  “well,  less 
than  Lenin  did  at  the  time  of  Zimmerwald,  but  we  have 
a very  powerful  program."  And  what  we  also  have,  com- 
rades, is  friends  and  comrades  around  the  world  who  are 
fighting  today  along  with  us  so  that  Trotskyism  can  be 
reforged  in  the  Soviet  Union — so  that  at  the  moment  of 
greatest  danger  in  the  land  of  the  October  Revolution, 
once  again  the  Trotskyists  remain  at  their  posts.  We  need 
your  help  to  do  that.  ■ 
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Build  a Workers  Party! 


Campaigning  at  supermarket  during  1983  campaign  for  Oakland  city 
council. 
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younger  members  were  unable  to  do.  Martha  impatiently 
shifting  in  her  chair  during  a mediocre  external  class  and 
then  trying  to  re-give  the  whole  class  under  the  guise  of 
making  a few  comments  during  the  discussion.  Martha 
being  dressed  up  in  an  elegant  navy  blue  suit  for  her  elec- 
tion campaign — looking  somewhat  like  a little  girl  wearing 
her  mother's  clothes — then  seeing  the  transformation  that 
took  place  as  she  gave  a politically  hard  and  impassioned 
speech.  Martha  calling  a joint  East  Bay-West  Bay  youth 
exec  at  her  house  where  she,  sick  with  a cold  and  wearing 
a ratty  bathrobe,  tried  by  the  force  of  her  will  to  correct 
all  of  our  political  and  organizational  problems. 

One  of  the  things  I enjoyed  most  about  being  around 
Martha  was  her  curiosity  and  intense  interest  in  the  history 
of  the  international  communist  movement.  Martha  was 
never  too  busy  or  preoccupied  to  hear  about  a new  book 
one  was  reading  or  some  fairly  minor,  but  fascinating, 
detail  one  had  come  across. 

1 remember  more  than  once  when  a bunch  of  comrades 
hung  around  in  George’s  office  while  he  told  “Martha 
stories”  and  we  laughed  until  tears  ran  down  our  faces — 
what  stands  out  in  my  mind  most  about  this  was  that 
Martha  laughed  the  hardest. 

Martha's  dream  was  to  work  in  a situation  like  the  one 
in  which  she  worked  for  this  past  period,  and  when  she 
found  herself  there  she  lived  up  to  it.  Her  last  months 
were  her  finest  and  we  cannot  hope  for  more  than  that  for 
a revolutionary. 

Gene  H.:  I worked  with  Martha  briefly  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
She  struggled,  often  in  isolation,  under  some  of  the  worst 
physical,  social  and  political  conditions  any  member  of 
our  International,  with  the  exception  of  probably  the  Sri 
Lanka  comrades,  had  ever  had  to  put  up  with.  She  lived 
in  a tiny  squalid  dorm  room  with  terrible  lighting,  a desk 
that  was  too  low  to  be  able  to  sit  at  with  a chair,  and  too 
high  to  be  able  to  sit  and  work  at  with  a pillow.  A toilet 
bowl  that  was  cracked  and  stained  and  continuously  flow- 
ing with  water.  A bed  that  was  already  uncomfortably 
lumpy,  which  she  added  to  with  huge  boxes  of  literature 
that  kept  arriving  mysteriously  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 
And  the  lights,  the  elevators,  the  hot  water,  the  heating, 
were  constantly  failing.  Then  there  were  the  long  food 
lines  and  the  pre-dawn  and  late-night  trips  to  the  central 
telegraph  office  to  wait  for  six  hours,  very  often  with  a 
total  failure  of  communications,  to  make  urgent  commu- 
nications about  political  developments  that  were  taking 
place. 

In  the  meantime  she  was  surrounded  by  her  fellow  stu- 
dents who  she  described  as  George  Bush  clones,  Ivy 
League  snobs,  joint-venture  aspirants,  spooks  in  training 
and  anti-communist  creeps.  And  yet  at  the  same  time,  she 
wrote  in  one  of  her  letters,  life  is  hard  but  I’d  stay  longer 
if  I could. 

At  the  same  time,  with  all  of  her  political  activity,  she 
ended  up  getting  top  grades,  so  that  she  could  come 
back  and  continue  under  those  conditions  to  fight  for  our 
program. 

And  she  was  at  the  same  time  constantly  abused  and 
frustrated  in  her  social  and  political  interactions.  Because 
she  was  a Communist.  Trotskyist,  a woman  and  a Jew. 
And  she  worked  under  these  conditions.  And  it  was 
bad.  but  it  was  not  surprising  that  she  had  to  deal  with 
these  problems  with  non-political  people,  but  she  even 
had  to  deal  with  these  things  with  people  who  were 
supposed  to  be  political,  and  who  were  supposed  to  be 
our  contacts.  People  who  would  just  mumble  things, 
because  she  was  "just”  a woman,  right,  she  was  supposed 
to  be  stupid.  You  don't  know  how  enraging  that  is.  And 
even  sympathetic  friends,  people  who  cared  for  her,  were 


patronizing  when  she  started  to  talk  politics. 

So  she  was  a woman  and  she  was  not  to  be  taken  seri- 
ously and  that's  a hard  fact  of  life  politically  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  yet  when  she  got  on  the  podium  in  front  of 
the  Moscow  Workers  Conference,  they  listened. 

While  some  of  us  were  at  the  independent  miners  con- 
ference in  Donetsk,  Martha  was  trying  to  single-handedly 
get  into  the  Kremlin,  where  there  was  a Russian  trade-union 
conference  going  on.  She  showed  up  the  first  day.  This  is 
just  typical  of  Martha.  She  shows  up  the  first  day.  so  some 
soldier  guard  shows  up  and  says,  “what  do  you  want,  you 
can't  go  in."  So  she  says,  "special  circumstances."  She 
held  out  her  publication,  the  first  Spartacist  Bulletin  in 
Russian.  “Oh,  Spartacist.  yes.  well,  come  back  tomorrow." 
So  she  came  back  the  next  day,  there  was  a plainclothes 
guy.  "oh  yes.  Spartacist,  you  still  can't  come  in.  But  I’ll 
take  one  of  those.”  She  says,  "that'll  be  50  kopeks.”  So 
the  guy  reaches  in  his  pocket  to  take  out  50  kopeks.  Next 
thing  there’s  a line  of  the  trade  unionists  arriving  and  she's 
selling  on  the  Troitsky  Bridge,  entering  the  Kremlin,  she’s 
selling  our  Russian  Spartacist  Bulletin  to  the  trade  unionists 
as  they  arrive. 

Don  Alexander:  Martha  is  dead — murdered.  It  can’t  be. 
not  our  comrade  Martha  Phillips,  who  fervently  believed 
in  the  communist  future  of  humanity.  Martha  died  a Trot- 
skyist, a revolutionary  internationalist  fighter  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  oppressed  and  exploited  worldwide.  She 
died  fulfilling  the  internationalist  duty  of  defending  the 
gains  of  the  Russian  Revolution,  and  helping  to  forge  a 
Soviet  section  of  a new  Fourth  International. 

Martha  had  many  outstanding  qualities  as  a revolution- 
ist. Her  revolutionary  devotion,  determination,  will  and 
unflagging  enthusiasm  will  continue  to  inspire  us  commu- 
nists and  the  revolutionary  youth  of  today  and  tomorrow. 
As  I recall,  one  of  Martha’s  favorite  Trotsky  quotes  was 
the  one  from  The  Lessons  of  October  that  stressed  the  party, 
the  party,  and  once  again  the  party  as  the  indispensable 
instrument  for  the  working-class  conquest  of  power.  Mar- 
tha took  very  seriously  the  lessons  of  the  Bolshevik-led 
1917  workers  revolution,  and  it  was  no  accident  that  she 
went  to  the  Soviet  Union.  That  she  learned  Russian  and 
decided  to  move  to  the  Soviet  Union  to  assist  in  building 
up  the  forces  for  a Leninist-Trotskyist  vanguard  party  is 
testimony  to  her.  and  to  our  Trotskyist  program  and  party 


that  produce  good  communists  like  her. 

Martha  was  a comrade,  a friend,  and  a wonderful  human 
being.  I particularly  appreciated  the  extra  step  she  would 
often  take  in  pushing  and  prodding  comrades  to  get  out 
there  and  fight  for  the  communist  program  despite  what- 
ever doubts  one  might  have  about  one's  personal  capacity. 
When  I was  a contact.  Martha  asked  me  at  a public  forum 
to  speak.  I was  scared  to  death  because  I’d  never  spoken 
publicly.  She  asked  me  several  times  and  I told  her — no, 
no,  and  no.  She  relented;  my  heartbeat  slowed.  Years  later 
I told  her  that  she  was  right:  if  you  have  something  to 
say,  then  say  it  or  it  might  not  get  said.  She  understood 
the  crucial  necessity  of  recruiting,  training  and  educating 
black  and  Latin  revolutionaries  in  building  a multiracial 
Leninist  vanguard  party. 

Martha  was  full  of  revolutionary  initiative.  One  small 
example  of  this  was  her  role  in  the  Labor  Black  League. 
In  early  1990.  I raised  with  her  the  idea  of  my  going  to 
Germany  to  get  a piece  of  the  action  in  our  fight  for  the 
revolutionary  reunification  of  Germany.  A day  or  two  later 
she  phoned  me  and  said  that  she  had  talked  this  over  with 
some  comrades  who  liked  the  idea.  Before  I knew  it  we 
were  talking  to  LBLers,  and  Karen  and  I were  soon  in 
Germany  running  around  like  chickens  with  our  heads  cut 
off  [see  "Black  American  Trotskyist  on  Speaking  Tour  of 
Germany."  WV  No.  508,  10  August  1990).  Martha  pushed 
for  that  tour. 

I got  to  know  Martha  over  a long  period  of  lime  in 
Detroit  and  the  Bay  Area.  She  haled  oppression  and  injus- 
tice to  the  marrow  of  her  bones,  and  I shall  always  miss 
her.  Nothing  was  dearer  to  her  than  that  the  international 
soviet  shall  be  the  human  race.  We  will  best  remember 
and  honor  her  by  continuing  to  wage  a resolute  and  con- 
sistent fight  for  the  revolutionary  Trotskyist  program  that 
is  embodied  in  the  ICL.  In  the  course  of  the  final  struggle 
to  overthrow  the  world  bourgeoisie  and  its  brutal  system, 
which  breeds  endless  oppression,  torment  and  misery,  mil- 
lions of  class-conscious  working  people  and  their  allies 
of  all  races  and  nationalities  will  come  forward.  We  can 
confidently  predict  that  Jewish  communists — men  and 
women — will  once  again  play  a great  role  in  burying  this 
hellish  capitalist  system.  We  know  and  understand  this, 
and  so  do  the  bloody  exploiters. 

I want  to  dedicate  the  last  stanza  of  a Richard  Wright 
poem  to  the  memory  of  comrade  Martha  Phillips,  a poem 
whose  vision  she  shared.  It’s  called  “I’ve  Seen  Black 
Hands": 

1 am  black  and  I have  seen  black  hands,  millions 
and  millions  of  them — 

Reaching  hesitantly  out  of  days  of  slow  death  for  the 
goods  they  had  made,  but  the  bosses  warned  that 
the  goods  were  private  and  did  not  belong  to  them. 

And  the  black  hands  struck  desperately  out  in 
defence  of  life  and  there  was  blood,  but  the 
enraged  bosses  decreed  that  this  too  was  wrong. 

And  the  black  hands  felt  the  cold  steel  bars  of  the 
prison  they  had  made,  in  despair  tested  their 
strength  and  found  that  they  could  neither  bend  nor 
break  them. 

And  the  black  hands  lifted  palms  in  mute  and  futile 
supplication  to  the  sodden  faces  of  mobs  wild  in 
the  revelries  of  sadism. 

And  the  black  hands  strained  and  clawed  and 

struggled  in  vain  at  the  noose  that  tightened  about 
the  black  throat. 

And  the  black  hands  waved  and  beat  fearfully  at 
the  tall  flames  that  cooked  and  charred  the 
black  flesh... 

I am  black  and  I have  seen  black  hands 

Raised  in  fists  of  revolt,  side  by  side  with  the  white 
fists  of  while  workers. 

And  some  day — and  it  is  only  this  which  sustains  me — 

Some  day  there  shall  be  millions  and  millions  of  them. 

On  some  red  day  in  a burst  of  fists  on  a new  horizon!* 


Martha  struggled 
to  win  comrades 
of  Red  Flag  Union 
to  Trotskyism. 
Here,  speaking 
at  RFU  Conference 
in  Los  Angeles, 
June  1977. 
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South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

In  the  flush  of  victory.  De  Klerk 
crowed,  “Today  we  closed  the  book  on 
apartheid."  Hardly.  The  ANC  initially 
opposed  the  De  Klerk  plebiscite,  cor- 
rectly denouncing  it  as  a "racist  referen- 
dum,” but  later  switched  tracks  to  vig- 
orously back  it  and  urge  white  supporters 
to  "vote  yes.”  The  Johannesburg  Weekly 
Mail  (6  March)  reported  considerable 
discontent  in  the  black  unions  over  the 
ANC’s  “soft"  referendum  line,  with 
"hard-left"  elements  around  the  National 
Union  of  Metalworkers  (NUMSA)  sup- 
posedly pushing  for  mass  protest  against 
the  referendum. 

The  day  after  the  referendum,  the 
ANC-linked  Congress  of  South  Afri- 
can Trade  Unions  (COSATU)  held  a 
mass  demonstration  of  thousands  which 
marched  through  Cape  Town  against  the 
government's  cutback  budget.  "The 
hammer  and  sickle  of  the  South  African 
Communist  party  was  much  in  evidence, 
and  posters  demanded  ‘jobs  for  all"’ 
( Financial  Times,  19  March).  But  their 
"protest”  came  safely  after  the  vote. 
In  reality,  the  COSATU/NUMSA/SACP 
"hardliners"  are  only  pushing  for  a seat 
at  the  negotiating  table,  while  the  mil- 
lions of  black  workers  who  make  this 
industrial  powerhouse  run  will  at  most 
sweep  up  a few  crumbs  off  the  floor. 

The  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)  warns  that  bar- 


Der  Spiegel 


Strike  of  combative  black  auto  work- 
ers at  Mercedes-Benz  was  betrayed 
by  reformist  “Communists"  of  SACP. 

gaining  with  the  Randlords  and  their  pol- 
iticians over  a deal  to  shape  a "post- 
apartheid” capitalist  South  Africa  is  a 
cruel  hoax,  whether  it’s  called  “power- 
sharing"  (De  Klerk)  or  an  "interim  gov- 
ernment" (Mandela).  Democracy  for  the 
oppressed  can  he  achieved  only  through 
a working-class  revolution  that  sweeps 
away  the  whole  structure  of  while 
supremacy  based  on  brutal  superexploi- 
tation of  the  black  proletariat. 

Reforms  Cover  Up 
"Economic  Apartheid” 

Having  shored  up  his  regime  against 
the  white  right.  De  Klerk  is  now  predict- 
ably moving  against  his  negotiating  part- 
ners in  the  ANC,  in  order  to  put  a damper 
on  the  rising  expectations  of  the  impov- 
erished black  population.  Before  the 
vote,  De  Klerk  had  agreed  to  a multi- 
racial interim  government  named  by 
CODESA  (Congress  for  a Democratic 
South  Africa),  the  multiparty  grouping 
that  formed  last  December.  But  on  March 
23.  the  Pretoria  government  unveiled 
its  proposal  for  appointed  "transitional 
councils"  which  would  "advise"  the 
present  regime.  Mandela  thought  he  had 
a deal,  but  now  that's  off.  and  with  it 
the  promise  of  elections  for  a constituent 
assembly. 

On  De  Klerk's  right  flank,  the  Con- 
servative Party  is  unraveling  as  a split 


Black  township  near  Johannesburg.  Phony  “power-sharing"  won’t  change  hellish  conditions  faced  by  millions  of  blacks. 


looms.  The  hardest-liners  are  aligned 
with  the  neo-Nazi  AWB.  which  threatens 
to  step  up  its  terror  drive.  But  for  now 
they  are  isolated,  and  the  apartheid  right 
is  contemplating  the  unpalatable  pros- 
pect of  establishing  a Boer  "bantustan" 
in  the  northern  Transvaal.  But  saner 
heads  know  they  can’t  get  along  without 
black  labor.  And  meanwhile,  police  "hip- 
pos" are  rumbling  through  the  black 
townships,  as  the  cops  and  shadowy 
(army-trained)  terrorists  linked  to  Chief 
Buthelezi’s  Inkatha  leave  a trail  of  hun- 
dreds of  dead.  As  astute  South  African 
observer  Alastair  Sparks  told  ABC's 
Nightline  (18  March),  the  acute  danger 
to  the  regime  now  is  a crisis  of  rising 
expectations  among  blacks. 

In  recent  years,  black  labor  has  been 
the  backbone  of  the  anti-apartheid  strug- 
gle. While  the  ANC  stood  on  its  Freedom 
Charter  and  talked  of  negotiating  a 
"post-apartheid"  democracy,  combative 
sectors  of  the  proletariat  were  raising  the 
call  for  a "workers  charter."  proclaiming 
that  "Socialism  Means  Freedom”  (a  ban- 
ner at  a National  Union  of  Mineworkers 
conference),  calling  for  a Fight  for  work- 
ers power.  Township  youth  waved  the 
Soviet  red  flag  as  a symbol  of  defiance. 
Despite  the  best  efforts  of  the  SACP  and 
COSATU  leadership  to  keep  a lid  on  the 
unions,  a growing  anger  is  palpable 
among  the  black  population  who  feel 
cheated  of  their  birthright. 

Thus  two  years  after  the  release  of 
Nelson  Mandela,  which  raised  hopes  of 
freedom  for  the  black  masses,  there  is 
another  national  "vote"  in  which  no  black 
person  can  participate.  The  elimination 
of  the  pass  laws  sparked  the  migration  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  people  who  had  been 
kept  in  semi-starvation  conditions  on  the 
bantustans.  But  now  in  the  urban  shanty- 
towns, millions  still  live  on  the  edge, 
deprived  of  housing,  deprived  of  jobs, 
deprived  of  any  democratic  rights — and 


their  future,  for  which  precious  blood  has 
been  spilled,  is  looking  a lot  like  their 
past.  The  most  class-conscious  capitalist 
spokesmen  worry  about  an  explosive 
mass  sentiment  developing  into  a mo- 
mentum toward  revolution. 

The  conservative  London  Economist 
(29  February)  recently  wrote  an  unusu- 
ally frank  feature  article  on  "Living 
Standards  in  South  Africa."  whose  cen- 
tral message  is:  "Black  South  Africans’ 
dreams  of  prosperity  will  prove  far 
harder  to  satisfy  than  their  hopes  of  polit- 
ical rights.  Equality  is  years  away."  The 
system  of  "economic  apartheid"  was 
documented  in  the  enormous  and  grow- 
ing gaps  between  whites  and  blacks  in 
almost  every  category  (literacy,  basic 
education,  health  services,  housing, 
employment).  The  article  argued  it's 
impossible  to  find  the  millions  of  rands 
to  even  begin  to  close  the  gap.  Their 
answer:  “The  biggest  favour  black  pol- 
iticians can  do  their  supporters  today  is 
to  warn  them  that,  for  many  years  ahead, 
liberty  will  still  mean  poverty." 

The  ANC  and  its  SACP/COSATU 
allies  have  lied  to  the  South  African 
masses  with  their  sugary  promises  of 
achieving  "entitlement"  and  "redistribu- 
tion" through  negotiations.  But  lucid 
spokesmen  for  the  ruling  class,  like  the 
Economist,  know  full  well  that  political 
reforms  will  not  (and,  from  their  class 
standpoint,  must  not)  change  the  funda- 
mentals of  the  apartheid  system.  While 
liberals  and  reformists  try  to  paper  over 
these  basic  facts,  we  Trotskyists  tell  the 
hard  truths  and  draw  revolutionary  con- 
clusions. Thus  in  our  1990  article. 
“South  Africa  and  Permanent  Revolu- 
tion" (reprinted  in  Black  History  and  the 
Class  Struggle  No.  8.  July  1991).  we 
wrote: 

"But  there  will  be  no  ‘democratic  'post- 
apartheid' capitalist  state  How  can  you 
have  ‘majority  rule’  and  expect  that  the 


Peters/Newsweek 

rally.  Apartheid  hardliners  are  mounting 


Afrikaner  fascist  AWB  at  February  hate 
terrorist  offensive. 


oppressed  majority  will  tolerate  a situa- 
tion in  which  average  white  income 
(R 1 3,242  per  person)  is  ten  times  that  of 
blacks  (R  1.393):  in  which  more  than 
seven  million  non-whites  live  in  shacks 
while  the  backyard  swimming  pool  is 
standard  in  white  suburbs;  in  which 
infant  mortality  for  whites  (9  per  1 .000 
live  births)  is  less  than  one-tenth  that  of 
blacks  (94-124  per  1,000)?  South  Afri- 
can capitalism  requires  cheap  labor — and 
therefore  mass  poverty  and  disenfran- 
chisement— of  blacks." 

Our  conclusion: 

"There  can  be  no  end  to  the  system  of 
apartheid  slavery  short  of  socialist  rev- 
olution. Superexploitation  of  black  labor 
is  the  bedrock  on  which  South  African 
capitalism  has  been  built,  and  with  it  the 
whole  edifice  of  white  supremacy.  Any- 
thing even  approaching  a minimum  of 
bourgeois  democracy  (such  as  ‘one  per- 
son, one  vote')  is  incompatible  with  the 
continued  existence  of  that  social  sys- 
tem. Fighting  for  the  land  which  has  been 
stolen  from  them,  for  the  mines  and  fac- 
tories which  produce  enormous  wealth 
from  their  toil.  South  Africa's  black 
masses  sense  this  basic  fact.” 

Break  with  ANC/SACP — 

For  a Trotskyist  Party! 

On  the  left,  some  pseudo-socialist 
groups  have  hailed  the  whites-only  ref- 
erendum. In  the  U.S.,  the  reformist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  of  Jack 
Barnes  called  it  a “victory  for  anti- 
apartheid struggle"  ( Militant , 3 April). 
Already  in  1985,  Barnes  swore  fealty  to 
the  ANC  as  "the  vanguard  organization 
of  the  democratic  revolution  in  South 
Africa."  Today,  this  leads  the  SWP  to 
quote  favorably  De  Klerk's  lying  claim 
of  “closing  the  book  on  apartheid"!  In 
the  name  of  a "democratic  revolution." 
these  Mandela/De  Klerk  “socialists" 
would  lead  blacks  to  support  a refur- 
bished neo-apartheid  which  promises 
liberty  but  will  mean  poverty  and  white- 
supremacist  rule  "for  years  ahead." 

In  South  Africa,  the  racist  referendum 
came  amid  growing  dissatisfaction  with 
the  ANC's  groveling  before  De  Klerk. 
But  while  more  militant  nationalists  boy- 
cotted the  CODESA  talks  and  denounced 
the  white  plebiscite,  they  and  various  left 
groups  share  the  essentials  of  the  ANC’s 
(bourgeois)  “democratic"  program.  One 
and  all  agree  that  the  one  and  only 
demand  today  is  for  a constituent  assem- 
bly. While  decrying  the  imperialist  cam- 
paign trumpeting  the  “death  of  Commu- 
nism," the  South  African  left  has  adapted 
to  it,  forswearing  all  talk  of  socialism  as 
“utopian." 

Thus  during  her  recent  tour  in  the 
United  States,  Mercia  Andrews,  a leader 
of  the  Workers  Organisation  for  Socialist 
Action  (WOSA),  stated  flat  out  in 
response  to  the  Spartacisl  League  in  New 
York  that  in  South  Africa  "there  is  no 
chance  for  socialist  revolution  today. 
Bush  and  his  cronies  are  taking  the  world 
by  storm  with  his  ‘New  World  Order.’ 
Capitalism  is  winning  internationally  on 
all  sides."  Her  theme  was  that  the  work- 
ing class  in  South  Africa  had  suffered 
a partial  defeat,  and  WOSA  was  cam- 
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WOSA:  Constituent  Assembly  Fetishism 


In  Souih  Africa,  the  whole  panoply  of 
black  nationalist  organizations  and  left 
groups  in  their  periphery  have  been 
sucked  into  the  wake  of  the  ANC/South 
African  Communist  Party’s  "popular 
front"  with  De  Klerk.  Last  fall,  various 
groups  joined  in  an  ANC-engineered 
conference  for  a short-lived  "Patri- 
otic Front."  While  the  Pan-Africanist 
Congress  (PAC),  the  Azanian  People’s 
Organisation  (AZAPO)  and  others  boy- 
cotted the  December  CODESA  confab 
in  the  Johannesburg  World  Trade  Center, 
their  real  politics  were  barely  distin- 
guishable from  Mandela’s. 

Thus  in  late  January,  at  the  opening 
of  the  apartheid  parliament  in  Cape 
Town,  the  ANC  staged  a "people’s 
parliament"  rally  demanding  an  interim 
government  and  elections  to  a constitu- 
ent assembly  to  draw  up  a constitution. 
The  PAC.  meanwhile,  called  its  own 
march,  declaring  “Down  with  Undemo- 
cratic CODESA."  but  adding,  "Forward 
to  a Democratic  Constituent  Assembly." 
Various  smaller  left  groups,  such  as  the 
tiny,  virulently  anti-Soviet  International 
Socialists  and  the  Workers  Organisation 
for  Socialist  Action  (WOSA).  have 
joined  in  asking  the  apartheid  rulers  to 
concede  a constituent  assembly. 

WOSA  attended  the  Patriotic  Front 
conference,  calling  for  a united  front  for 
a constituent  assembly.  “AZAPO,  PAC 
and  WOSA  all  support  the  call  for  a CA." 
according  to  their  November  1991  pam- 
phlet on  "The  Politics  of  Negotiations." 
But  while  they  speak  of  a “popularly 
based  constituent  assembly  built  from 
below.”  a WOSA  statement  at  the  con- 
ference (26  October  1991)  calls  for  "a 
genuine  UNITED  FRONT  which  will 
force  the  ruling  classes  to  yield  to 
the  people’s  demand  for  a Constituent 
Assembly."  This  makes  crystal  clear  that 
the  aim  is  not  to  bring  about  a constituent 
assembly  through  revolution,  but  rather 
to  pressure  the  bourgeoisie  to  grunt  it — 
thus  guaranteeing  in  advance  that  their 
"CA"  won’t  go  beyond  the  bounds  of 
bourgeois  “democracy." 

This  question  also  dominated  discus- 
sion during  a recent  North  American  tour 
by  Mercia  Andrews,  the  national  organ- 
izer of  WOSA.  Andrews  was  hosted  by 
the  ostensible  Trotskyists  of  Socialist 
Action,  a sympathizing  group  of  Ernest 
Mandel’s  "United  Secretariat."  (WOSA 
attended  the  USec's  1991  world  congress 
as  an  observer.)  In  city  after  city — New 
York.  Boston,  Chicago,  the  Bay  Area — 
Andrews  grew  increasingly  shrill  as  she 
was  unable  to  answer  the  arguments  of 
the  Spartacist  League.  In  Chicago,  she 
denounced  a black  SL  spokesman,  decry- 
ing "those  that  want  to  tell  us  what  to 


do  like  some  gods."  In  Toronto,  our  com- 
rades of  the  Trotskyist  League  of  Canada 
were  even  excluded  from  her  talk  organ- 
ized by  the  “Democracy  in  South  Africa 
Tour  Committee"! 

Spartacist  speakers  placed  South  Afri- 
can events  in  the  international  context 
of  the  counterrevolutionary  offensive  in 
East  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union. 


even  mention  the  words  "constituent 
assembly."  And  in  another  article.  SA 
leader  Nat  Weinstein  apologetically  said 
that  "WOSA  and  others  know  that  a 
genuine  democratic  revolution  is  im- 
possible without  the  overthrow  of  the 
capitalist  social,  economic  and  political 
dictatorship." 

Yet  in  a statement  of  its  minority  ten- 


Cape  Town, 
January  24: 
Demonstrators 
calling  for 
constituent 
assembly 
protest  outside 
South  African 
apartheid 
parliament. 


emphasizing  the  need  for  a Bolshevik 
party  to  lead  the  fight  for  workers 
revolution  in  South  Africa,  and  taking 
WOSA  to  task  for  tailing  after  the 
ANC  and  raising  the  constituent  assem- 
bly as  its  maximum  program.  Andrews 
declared  that  to  call  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion now  is  “utopian,"  and  that  “we’ve 
never  said  that  CA  is  a revolutionary 
demand."  "The  idea  that  today  we  can 
talk  about  implementing  a social  revo- 
lution is  to  live  on  another  planet."  she 
said  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  In 
several  cases,  her  purely  democratic 
program  didn’t  sit  well  with  some  South 
Africans  attending.  In  New  York,  a 
reception  the  day  after  Andrews'  talk 
turned  into  a full-fledged  debate  between 
Spartacist  and  the  WOSA  spokeswoman, 
mainly  on  the  constituent  assembly. 

Andrews’  sponsors  seemed  somewhat 
embarrassed  by  the  rightist  cast  to  the 
speaker’s  remarks.  A report  in  Socialist 
Action  (March  1992)  said  that  "some 
people"  objected  "that  the  demand  for  a 
constituent  assembly  would  not  in  and 
of  itself  create  socialism  in  South  Afri- 
ca." In  an  accompanying  article  on  the 
referendum.  Socialist  Action  did  not 


dency  at  the  USec  congress.  Socialist 
Action  had  declared  that  “the  class  char- 
acter of  the  South  African  revolution 
must  be  proletarian,"  and  complained 
that  “like  the  Barnes-led  SWP."  USec 
publications  have  "de  facto  embraced 
the  concept  of  ’two-stage'  revolution" 
( International  Marxist  Review.  Summer 
1991).  But  if  the  WOSA  spokesman 
loured  by  SA  didn't  call  for  a "two- 
stage"  revolution,  it's  only  because  with 
their  "constituent  assembly"  monoma- 
nia, she  never  got  past  the  stage  of  bour- 
geois "democracy." 

We  have  discussed  WOSA's  line  on  the 
constituent  assembly  before  (see  "South 
Africa:  ANC  Pushes  ‘Post-Apartheid’ 
Swindle."  WV  No.  532,  2 August  1991 ). 
Behind  the  slogan,  what's  at  issue  here 
is  the  fundamental  question  of  Trotsky's 
program  of  permanent  revolution  vs.  the 
Stalinist  "two-stage"  (democracy  now. 
later  for  socialism)  recipe  for  defeat.  As 
we  have  written  in  the  past: 

"In  backward  countries  under  autocratic 
or  military  bonapartisl  rule,  the  struggle 
for  a representative,  democratic  govern- 
ment— a sovereign  constituent  assembly 
based  on  universal  suffrage — can  there- 
fore in  cenain  circumstances  be  key  in 


uniting  the  toiling  masses  behind  the 
proletarian  vanguard... 

"Our  call  for  a constituent  assembly  is 
one  of  a series  of  revolutionary  demo- 
cratic demands,  raised  in  the  context  of 
a program  for  proletarian  revolution, 
which  can  only  be  realized  through  the 
simultaneous  or  prior  overthrow  of  bona- 
partisl dictatorships." 

— "Why  a Revolutionary 
Constituent  Assembly?"  WV 
No.  221.  15  December  1978 

At  the  same  time,  we  noted  that  "the 
demand  for  a constituent  assembly  in  the 
mouths  of  various  anti-revolutionary 
fakers  can  easily  be  given  a very  differ- 
ent meaning.  A timid  bourgeois  opposi- 
tion may  seek  a peaceful  transition 
through  negotiating  a compromise  with 
the  old  regime,  which  could  result  in  a 
temporary  legislative  body  going  under 
the  name  of  a constituent  assembly." 

As  Trotsky  wrote  in  his  polemic 
against  Karl  Kautsky.  Terrorism  and 
Communism  (1920).  "Our  party  has 
never  refused  to  lead  the  way  for  prole- 
tarian dictatorship  through  the  gates  of 
democracy."  The  Bolsheviks  called  for 
a constituent  assembly  during  1917,  as 
the  bourgeois  and  petty-bourgeois  "dem- 
ocratic" parties  refused  to  convene  it  for 
fear  of  unleashing  agrarian  revolution. 
But  the  Bolsheviks’  watchword  was  “All 
power  to  the  soviets!"  as  they  fought  for 
the  working  class  to  take  power,  leading 
the  peasantry  behind  them  And  when, 
after  the  soviets  did  take  power  in  Octo- 
ber. "All  power  to  the  Constituent 
Assembly"  became  the  slogan  of  the 
counterrevolution.  Trotsky  noted:  "The 
Constituent  Assembly  placed  itself 
across  the  path  of  the  revolutionary 
movement,  and  was  swept  aside.” 

The  Bolsheviks  fought  intransigently 
against  "parliamentary  cretinism,"  the 
reformist  disease  that  would  lock  the 
workers'  struggles  into  the  framework 
set  by  the  organs  of  bourgeois  rule. 
The  equivalent  in  countries  that  lack 
even  formal  bourgeois  "democracy”  is 
“constituent  assembly  fetishism."  And 
WOSA  has  a bad  case  of  it.  In  seeking 
a niche  in  the  "broad  liberation  move- 
ment." while  criticizing  the  ANC  for 
selling  out  the  struggle  they  take  on  the 
program  of  the  ANC.  Instead  of  the 
Bolshevik  party.  WOSA  makes  the 
united  front  key;  for  soviets  they  sub- 
stitute the  constituent  assembly:  rather 
than  workers  revolution,  they  call  for 
“democracy."  Although  widely  consid- 
ered to  be  “the  Trotskyists"  in  South 
Africa,  their  program  in  fact  is  that  of 
the  Mensheviks. 

Thus  in  a recent  review  article  on 
“Trotsky  and  Trotskyisms"  in  the  South 
African  magazine.  Work  in  Progress 
continued  on  page  12 


paigning  for  a constituent  assembly  in 
order  to  rebuild  the  mass  movement  (see 
"WOSA:  Constituent  Assembly  Fetish- 
ism" above). 

Spartacist  speakers  stressed  that  blows 
suffered  by  the  working  class  in  East 
Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union  have 
indeed  had  a direct  impact  in  South 
Africa.  That  is  why  the  struggle  against 
Yeltsin-led  counterrevolution  in  Mos- 


cow is  vital  to  the  fight  on  the  Witwaters- 
rand  to  smash  apartheid.  But  this  is  no 
"objective  process"  that  must  be  taken 
as  a given.  The  fact  is  that  the  fake-lefts 
who  tail  after  the  ANC,  saying  that 
socialist  revolution  is  impossible  in 
South  Africa,  were  on  the  counterrevo- 
lutionary side  of  the  barricades  in  Mos- 
cow last  summer.  WOSA  is  linked  to 
Ernest  Mandel’s  "United  Secretariat." 


which  wrote  that  "It  was  necessary  to 
unhesitatingly  oppose  the  coup  and.  on 
these  grounds,  to  fight  at  Yeltsin’s  side" 
( Inprecor . 29  August  1991). 

The  talk  of  defeat  in  South  Africa  is 
likewise  an  excuse  for  obeisance  to  the 
popular  front.  In  fact,  the  black  unions 
have  not  been  broken  in  struggle,  not  by 
the  bosses  or  the  state.  Rather,  they  have 
been  chained  by  the  ANC/SACP.  which 
prevent  them  from  using  their  power  for 
fear  of  upsetting  the  negotiations  (as  in 
the  militant  1990  Mercedes-Benz  strike). 
Meanwhile,  the  South  African  Commu- 
nist Party  has  grown  by  the  thousands 
over  the  last  two  years.  For  in  spite  of  the 
sellout  line  of  SACP  leaders  Joe  Slovo 
and  Chris  Hani,  South  African  blacks 
don’t  buy  the  “death  of  Communism." 

The  key  to  unlocking  the  possibil- 
ity of  revolutionary  struggle  in  South 
Africa  is  a political  fight  to  break  the 
ANC  stranglehold,  the  fight  for  a genu- 
inely communist  vanguard,  a Lcninist- 
Trotskyist  party,  that  can  mobilize  the 
tremendous  power  of  the  black  prole- 
tariat, uniting  it  with  the  Indian  and 
coloured  (mixed-race)  masses  and  those 
whites  (and  there  are  many)  who  are  pre- 


pared to  throw  in  their  lot  with  those 
fighting  for  a society  of  genuine  equality. 
But  that  will  take  a fundamental  social 
revolution.  The  idea  of  a parliamentary 
road  to  black  emancipation  is  absurd 
in  this  prison  house  of  peoples,  where 
over  the  last  two  years  more  than  4,000 
people  have  been  killed  by  government 
troops  and  a shadowy  officially  spon- 
sored "third  force." 

As  De  Klerk  seeks  to  give  apartheid 
a facelift  while  keeping  the  non-white 
masses  in  terror,  it  is  desperately  neces- 
sary to  form  racially  integrated  workers 
defense  guards  to  halt  the  bloody  com- 
munalist  warfare  whipped  up  by  the  rac- 
ist rulers.  Such  organs  of  struggle  can 
grow  into  South  African  soviets,  to 
organize  the  struggle  to  smash  the  racist 
capitalist  state  and  become  the  basic  unit 
of  a new  proletarian  order  that  would 
send  shock  waves  through  black  Africa 
and  around  the  world.  Not  treacherous 
talk  of  "power  sharing"  under  "re- 
formed" apartheid,  but  a struggle  to  lead 
the  oppressed  masses  in  the  factories  and 
townships  in  the  fight  for  a black- 
centered  workers  government — that  is 
the  task!  ■ 
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East  Europe... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

In  the  mid-1980s  this  most  stable 
Stalinist  regime  in  East  Europe — in  the 
face  of  economic  stagnation — began  act- 
ing in  an  aberrant,  self-destructive  way 
la  Romania's  Ceausescu.  In  the  name 
of  a "Renaissance  Process,"  a campaign 
of.  forcible  assimilation  was  launched 
against  the  Turkish  minority.  Turks  were 
ordered  to  “Bulgarianize”  their  names; 
their  schools,  newspapers,  even  Islamic 
mosques  were  closed.  When  in  1989  the 
Turkish  communities  staged  mass  pro- 
tests against  this  national  oppression, 
some  300.000  were  forced  to  flee  their 
homeland  to  Turkey. 

A few  months  later  the  hardline 
pro-Moscow  regimes  in  the  DDR  and 
Czechoslovakia  fell.  The  Bulgarian  Sta- 
linists could  see  the  writing  on  the 
wall — indeed,  in  blazing  letters.  In  No- 
vember 1989  Zhivkov  was  ousted  by 
some  "reform’-minded  colleagues.  They 
changed  the  parly's  name  from  Commu- 
nist to  Socialist  and  declared  their 
goal  was  to  transform  Bulgaria  into  a 
Western-style  “market  economy."  As  in 
Romania,  the  erstwhile  Stalinists  won  a 
freely  contested  parliamentary  election 
in  the  spring  of  1990  by  promising  to 
defend  the  interests  of  working  people 
during  the  transition  to  a market  econ- 
omy. And  likewise  as  in  Romania,  fol- 
lowing the  elections  the  Bulgarian  So- 
cialist Party  (BSP)  government  launched 
an  austerity  program  designed  by  the 
IMF.  National  output  fell  13  percent  dur- 
ing 1990.  Taking  advantage  of  popular 
discontent  and  disillusionment,  the  right- 
wing  opposition,  grouped  in  a coalition 
called  the  Union  of  Democratic  Forces 
(UDF),  organized  protests  and  strikes. 

Under  the  prodding  of  Bulgaria's 
Western  creditors,  in  late  1990  the  for- 
merly Stalinist  Socialists  and  the  anti- 
Communist  UDF  formed  a coalition 
government  based  on  "free  marker 
immiseration.  The  new  finance  minister 
announced  a new  austerity  program  that 
would-  be  "really  severe."  It  was.  Bul- 
garian national  output  plummeted  an 
incredible  20  percent  last  year!  The 
uneasy  alliance  between  the  ex-CPers 
and  anti-Communists  broke  down  under 
the  strain,  and  the  Socialists  and  UDF 
squared  off  against  one  another  in  new 
parliamentary  elections  in  October.  Iron- 
ically. the  elections  produced  a deadlock 
in  which  the  balance  of  power  in  par- 
liament was  held  by  the  Turkish  party. 


W0SA... 

(continued  from  page  II ) 

(January /February  1992),  the  SACP's 
professional  Trot-baiter  Jeremy  Cronin 
says  WOSA  "correctly”  advocates  a 
constituent  assembly,  while  satirically 
inventing  a "new  Trotskyist  faction." 
"Proletarian  Opposition"  (POSA),  to 
attack  WOSA  from  the  left.  This  isn't 
hard  to  do.  although  as  a dyed-in-the- 
wool  reformist,  Cronin  has  his  "POSA" 
take  an  ultraleft  line  against  a con- 
stituent assembly  per  se.  Interestingly, 
he  praises  a pamphlet  by  Martin 
Legassick  of  the  Congress  Militant  ten- 
dency (Grantites).  for  renouncing  the 
view  that  democratic  gains  can  only  be 
secured  by  the  working  class  over- 
throwing the  bourgeois  state  ("not  on 
the  immediate  agenda").  Instead,  says 
Legassick.  the  working  class  must  first 
"complete  the  bourgeois  democratic  rev- 
olution" and  only  later  "begin  socialist 
transformation." 

Cronin  notes.  "That  is  not  a mil- 
lion miles  away  from  the  central  thrust 
of  the  SACP's  latest  manifesto."  Exactly. 
He  recognizes  WOSA  and  Militant  for 
what  they  are,  basically  pressure  groups 
on  the  ANC/SACP  who  share  their 
fundamental  view  that  socialist  revo- 
lution is  "not  on  the  agenda."  But 
the  real  alternative  to  workers  rev- 
olution is  the  continued  domination 


the  Movement  for  Rights  and  Freedom 
(MRF). 

After  Zhivkov's  ouster,  the  new 
Socialist  regime  restored  the  rights 
which  the  Turkish  minority  had  before 
the  "Bulgarianization”  campaign.  In  re- 
sponse. 100,000  Turks  returned  to  Bul- 
garia in  expectation  that  life  would  now 
be  better  for  them.  However,  the  Social- 
ists continued  to  appeal  to  anti-Turkish 
chauvinism,  albeit  in  a more  "civilized" 
manner.  The  attempt  to  introduce  Turk- 
ish into  the  schools  produced  violent 
protests  and  school  boycotts  by  Bulgar- 
ian chauvinists,  in  many  cases  organized 
by  former  Stalinists.  Last  spring  the 
Socialist/UDF  government  “postponed" 


allowing  Turkish  children  to  be  educated 
in  their  own  language.  The  Socialists 
also  talked  about  banning  the  MRF.  on 
the  grounds  that  it  violated  the  constitu- 
tional provision  against  ethnically  based 
parties! 

After  the  October  elections,  the  Turk- 
ish leaders  offered  to  support  the  UDF 
(from  their  standpoint  the  lesser  evil)  in 
return  for  ministerial  posts.  The  Bulgar- 
ian rightists  predictably  rejected  this  pro- 
posal, but  the  Turkish  petty-bourgeois 
nationalists  supported  the  formation  of 
a UDF  government  anyway.  Since  then 
the  Socialists  have  abandoned  any  pre- 
tense of  representing  the  interests  of  the 
working  class  and  have  instead  attacked 
the  militantly  pro-capitalist  government 
for  supposedly  acting  as  a tool  of  Turkish 
designs  on  Bulgaria.  BSP  firebrand 


of  Anglo  American  and  the  rest  of  the 
mining  and  banking  conglomerates, 
whose  fabulous  wealth  is  based  on  a 
structure  of  white  supremacy,  now  dis- 
guised by  a facade  of  “democracy”  where 
before  these  “ verligte " (“enlightened") 
capitalists  hid  behind  the  apartheid 
regimes  of  the  National  Party. 

As  Trotsky  wrote  in  his  theses  on 
permanent  revolution: 

"With  regard  to  countries  with  a belated 
bourgeois  development,  especially  the 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries,  the 
theory  of  the  permanent  revolution  sig- 
nifies that  the  complete  and  genu- 
ine solution  of  their  tasks  of  achieving 
democracy  and  national  emancipation  is 
conceivable  only  through  the  dictator- 
ship of  the  proletariat  as  the  leader  of 
the  subjugated  nation,  above  all  of  its 
peasant  masses  ... 

"The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  which 
has  risen  to  power  as  the  leader  of 
the  democratic  revolution  is  inevita- 
bly and  very  quickly  confronted  with 
tasks,  the  fulfillment  of  which  is  bound 
up  with  deep  inroads  into  the  rights 
of  bourgeois  property.  The  democratic 
revolution  grows  over  directly  into  the 
socialist  revolution  and  thereby  becomes 
a permanent  revolution." 

— Leon  Trotsky,  The  Permanent 
Revolution  (1930) 

Written  as  a summary  of  the  lessons  of 
the  victorious  Russian  Revolution  of 
October  1917,  and  of  the  failure  of  the 
Chinese  Revolution  in  1927,  these  short 
paragraphs  outline  the  fundamental  per- 
spectives of  the  South  African  revolution 
today.  ■ 


Rumen  Volidecharov  ranted,  it  is  "only 
a matter  of  time  before  they  (the  Turks) 
declare  independence,  like  in  Yugosla- 
via." In  the  January  presidential  elec- 
tions, the  Socialist  candidate  denounced 
his  UDF  opponent  as  “a  Turk  with  a fez 
in  his  heart”  (London  Independent,  20 
January). 

After  five  centuries  of  Ottoman  rule, 
and  with  a militarily  strong  Turkey 
across  the  border,  it  is  easy  for  dema- 
gogues to  play  on  popular  fears  of  Turk- 
ish domination.  However,  chauvinist 
attacks  on  the  democratic  and  national 
rights  of  the  Turkish  community  in  Bul- 
garia are  the  surest  way  to  provoke  a 
war  with  Turkey. 


While  the  erstwhile  Stalinists  have 
been  pushing  anti-Turkish  chauvinism, 
the  right-wing  government's  drive  to  re- 
store capitalism  is  meeting  with  working- 
class  resistance.  Currently.  20.000  coal, 
uranium  and  lead-zinc  miners  have  gone 
on  strike  to  protest  the  regime's  plans 
to  close  “unprofitable"  mines.  This  is 
especially  significant  since  the  miners 
union  had  previously  supported  the  anti- 
Communist  UDF.  To  reverse  the  drive 
to  capitalism,  Bulgarian  workers  must 
return  to  the  revolutionary  internation- 
alist traditions  of  the  "Narrow  Social- 
ists" (Tesnyaki),  who  were  among  the 
founders  of  the  Communist  International 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

The  Tragic  Course  of  Tito’s 
Yugoslavia 

During  the  1950s  and  early  '60s  the 
"Yugoslav  road  to  socialism"  had  con- 
siderable appeal  for  Western  leftists.  The 
Socialist  Federal  Republic  of  Yugosla- 
via— bom  out  of  the  heroic  struggle  of 
the  Communist  Partisans  against  the 
German  and  Italian  fascist  occupiers  and 
their  Balkan  allies — claimed  to  stand 
for  genuine  national  independence  and 
"workers  self-management."  Further- 
more, the  Tito  regime  appeared  to  have 
successfully  overcome  the  age-old  Bal- 
kan blood  feuds.  Tito,  whose  father  was 
a Croat  and  mother  a Slovene,  had  led 
a partisan  army  largely  composed  of 
Serbs  and  Montenegrins.  His  chief  lieu- 
tenants were  Alexander  Rankovic.  a 
Serb,  and  Eduard  Kardelj.  a Slovene. 
Also  in  the  postwar  Yugoslav  Commu- 
nist leadership  was  Tito's  old  political 
mentor,  Moshe  Pijade,  a Sephardic  Jew. 

Yet  what  the  Titoists  considered  their 
uniquely  valuable  contribution  to  "build- 
ing socialism” — self-administered  enter- 
prises linked  through  a market — con- 
tained the  fatal  seed  of  fratricidal 
nationalism.  Yugoslavia  is  a country  of 
extreme  regional/national  inequalities. 
The  most  efficient  enterprises,  manned 
by  a relatively  large  skilled  workforce 
and  technical  intelligentsia,  were  con- 
centrated in  the  northernmost  republics 
of  Slovenia  and  Croatia,  formerly  part 
of  the  Habsburg  Empire.  The  Yugo- 
slav south — southern  Serbia.  Macedo- 
nia. Montenegro,  Albanian-populated 
Kosovo — was  relatively  impoverished. 

In  the  name  of  "self-management," 
the  Slovene  and  Croatian  bureaucracy 


demanded  that  the  profits  and  foreign 
exchange  earned  by  their  enterprises  be 
retained  in  their  republics,  not  redistrib- 
uted by  the  Belgrade  (read  Serbian) 
bureaucracy  to  the  poorer  south.  Long- 
time Croat  party  boss  Vladimir  Bakaric 
was  the  main  advocate  of  economic 
decentralization.  As  long  as  Tito  was 
alive,  he  acted  as  a strong  check  against 
nationalist  disintegration.  In  the  mid- 
1960s  he  ousted  the  regime's  then  num- 
ber two  man,  Alexander  Rankovic.  who 
had  built  a network  of  fellow  Serbs  based 
on  the  federal  political  police.  Five  years 
later,  Tito  purged  the  nationalist  leaders 
of  the  Croatian  League  of  Communists. 

However,  Tito's  bonapartist  balancing 
actions  in  no  way  altered  the  underlying 
political  and  economic  conditions  which 
produced  the  fracturing  of  the  Yugoslav 
bureaucracy  along  national  lines.  This 
fracturing  accelerated  greatly  after  Tito's 
death  in  1980  and  was  personified  by 
the  principal  antagonists  in  the  recent 
war — Croatia's  Franjo  Tudjman  and  Ser- 
bia's Slobodan  Milosevic. 

Tudjman  was  the  youngest  general  in 
the  Partisan  army  and  after  the  war  con- 
tinued to  serve  in  the  Yugoslav  military. 
In  the  1960s  he  became  an  aggressive 
spokesman  for  the  strong  nationalist  cur- 
rents in  the  Croatian  bureaucracy.  He 
was  expelled  from  the  League  of  Com- 
munists. imprisoned  a couple  of  times, 
and  subsequently  became  a history  pro- 
fessor at  the  University  of  Zagreb.  Tudj- 
man became  a notorious  apologist  for 
the  genocidal  Ustashi  regime  that  he  had 
fought  in  his  youth.  He  now  glorified 
these  bestial  clerical-fascists  as  “the 
expression  of  the  historical  aspirations 
of  the  Croatian  nation  for  its  independent 
state." 

Milosevic,  the  son  of  a Serbian  Ortho- 
dox priest,  worked  his  way  up  the 
bureaucratic  ladder  as  an  economic  tech- 
nocrat. becoming  head  of  the  Belgrade 
central  bank.  In  the  mid-1980s  he  could 
see  that  strong  nationalist  winds  were 
blowing  throughout  Yugoslavia,  and 
took  over  the  Serbian  Communist  Party 
on  a program  of  "Greater  Serbia."  He 
consolidated  his  power  by  suppressing 
the  Albanian  majority  of  Kosovo — 
which  had  been  the  medieval  heartland 
of  Serbia — and  doing  away  with  their 
regional  autonomy  enshrined  in  Tito’s 
1974  constitution. 

War  Returns  to  the  Balkans 

Milosevic's  drive  for  a Greater  Serbia, 
riding  roughshod  over  Tito's  carefully 
balanced  national  arrangements,  in  turn 
emboldened  the  Croatian  nationalists. 
When  in  1990  anti-Communist  separa- 
tists came  to  power  in  Croatia  and  also 
Slovenia,  the  stage  was  set  for  a new 
Balkan  war.  The  installation  of  a gov- 
ernment headed  by  a well-known  Usta- 
shi apologist  naturally  frightened  the  siz- 
able Serbian  community  in  Croatia, 
which  took  up  arms  when  Tudjman  sent 
his  police  and  militia  in  to  impose  their 
authority.  However,  the  Serbian  rebel- 
lion was  quickly  controlled  and  manip- 
ulated by  Milosevic  in  the  interests  of 
Serbian  expansionism.  During  World 
War  II,  the  Serbian  regions  of  Croatia 
had  been  strongholds  of  Tito's  Partisans. 
But  now  the  Serbian  militias  identified 
themselves  with  the  monarchist  Chet- 
niks.  who  had  fought  against  the  Com- 
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munists,  often  collaborating  with  the 
Italian  fascist  forces. 

When  the  civilian  Yugoslav  Stalinist 
bureaucracy — whose  core  had  been  the 
League  of  Communists — totally  frac- 
tured along  national  lines  in  1990.  the 
federal  army  was  left  as  the  only  pan- 
Yugoslav  institution  with  any  power. 
Although  the  officer  corps  has  always 
been  predominantly  Serbian,  it  was  es- 
tablished policy  for  all  Yugoslav  nation- 
alities to  be  represented  in  the  highest 
command  positions.  Titoist  sentiment 
remained  relatively  strong  within  the 
officer  corps,  and  in  late  1990,  leading 
generals  circulated  an  internal  document 
in  favor  of  preserving  Yugoslavia  as  a 
"federal  and  socialist  society." 

However,  as  the  war  in  Croatia  esca- 
lated in  the  summer,  the  army  increas- 
ingly became  an  instrument  of  Serbian 
nationalism  with  a corresponding  change 
in  its  own  ethnic  composition.  Non-Serb 
officers  resigned  or  were  removed  from 
their  command.  Conscripts — not  only 
Slovenes  and  Croats  but  also  Macedoni- 
ans and  Slavic  Muslims  from  Bosnia — 
deserted  en  masse  or  refused  to  be  sent 
to  the  battlefields  of  Croatia.  At  the  same 
time,  many  of  the  army  units  fighting  in 
Croatia  were  made  up  of  Serbian  nation- 
alist volunteers.  The  effect  of  this  frat- 
ricidal war  on  the  army  was  symbolized 
by  a Serb  air  force  pilot  with  a Croatian 
wife.  When  he  was  ordered  to  bomb  Cro- 
atia, his  wife  threatened  to  take  their 
child  and  jump  from  the  14th-floor  apart  - 


Military  superiority  on  the  Serbian 
side  was  partly  offset  by  Western  impe- 
rialist support  for  Croatia.  The  newly 
reunified  Fourth  Reich  reasserted  Ger- 
many’s traditional  protectorship  of  the 
Croats  and  Slovenes  against  the  Serbs. 
The  Kohl  government  bludgeoned  its 
Common  Market  allies  into  recognizing 
the  independence  of  the  Zagreb  and 
Ljubljana  regimes  and  threatened  inter- 
national economic  sanctions  against  Ser- 
bia. Diplomatically  isolated,  economi- 
cally bankrupt,  the  war  increasingly 
unpopular  at  home.  Milosevic  accepted 
an  imperialist-brokered  and  policed 
cease-fire.  The  federal  army  agreed  to 
withdraw  from  southern  and  eastern  Cro- 
atia. and  the  Serbian  irregulars  would 
supposedly  also  withdraw  or  be  dis- 
armed. Their  place  would  be  taken  by  a 
UN  "peacekeeping"  force  of  14.000 
while  the  future  status  of  the  contested 
territories  was  being  negotiated. 

The  cease-fire  is  no  more  than  that — a 
cessation  of  gunfire — and  so  far  the  gun- 
fire hasn’t  ceased.  In  any  case,  the  under- 
lying nationalist  conflict  is  totally  unre- 
solved. Tudjman  has  vowed  that  the 
"Republic  of  Croatia  will  have  to  find 
means  to  liberate  every  inch  of  Croatia’s 
occupied  territory"  (London  Guardian , 
3 February).  Yugoslavia's  new  defense 
minister  Blagoje  Adzic — an  ardent  Serb 
nationalist,  whose  entire  family  was 
massacred  by  the  Ustasha — in  turn  has 
vowed  to  send  his  troops  back  into  battle 
if  Croatian  forces  try  to  enter  the  con- 


28  June  1914: 
Archduke 
Ferdinand  and 
his  wife,  shortly 
before  their 
assassination, 
the  incident 
which  touched 
off  World  War  I. 


ment  unless  he  deserted.  His  mother  said 
he  could  never  enter  her  home  again 
unless  he  carried  out  his  orders. 

Was  the  federal  army  defending  the 
Yugoslav  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  state  in  fighting  against  the 
openly  pro-capitalist  Croatian  separa- 
tists? No.  The  federal  army  had  more 
than  enough  firepower  to  flatten  Zagreb 
and  overthrow  the  fascislic  Tudjman 
regime  if  the  military  command  wanted 
to  preserve  the  Yugoslav  state.  Instead 
the  army  subordinated  itself  to  Serbian 
strongman  Milosevic’s  program  of  terri- 
tory grabbing.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
army  units  and  Serbian  irregulars  had 
taken  over  a third  of  Croatia.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  Croatian  villagers  were 
driven  from  their  homes  and  farms  and 
Serbian  refugees  resettled  in  them.  And 
Milosevic  is  no  less  committed  to  intro- 
ducing capitalism  than  Tudjman  (see 
"On  the  Yugoslav  Civil  War."  WV  No. 
540,  6 December  1991). 


Correction 

The  article,  “Solidarnosc  Godfa- 
thers: Reagan  and  the  Pope"  (WV' 
No.  546.  6 March)  commented  on 
the  recent  Time  magazine  cover 
story  titled  “Holy  Alliance"  by 
Watergate  reporter  Carl  Bernstein. 
Our  article  incorrectly  cited  Bern- 
stein as  author  of  two  "recently  pub- 
lished puff  pieces  on  Reagan  CIA 
chief  William  Casey  and  Persian 
Gulf  butcher  Colin  Powell."  Those 
books,  Veil:  The  Secret  Wars  of  the 
CIA  I9XI-I9X7  and  The  Command- 
ers, were  written  by  Bob  Woodward. 


tested  territories.  The  Serb-Croat  war 
can  flare  up  again  at  any  time. 

And  this  is  only  one  of  several  loom- 
ing wars  in  the  Balkans.  Bosnia — with 
its  thoroughly  mixed  population  of 
Slavic  Muslims,  Serbs  and  Croats — has 
all  the  preconditions  to  become  the  Leb- 
anon of  East  Europe,  especially  after  a 
referendum  declaring  independence  last 
month.  In  the  southernmost  tier  of  the 
Balkans  the  Macedonian  question  has 
again  come  to  the  fore.  Most  of  their 
neighbors  don’t  even  recognize  Mace- 
donians as  a distinct  nationality.  Serbs 
consider  them  merely  southern  Serbs. 
Bulgarians  have  long  claimed  that  Mac- 
edonians are  Bulgarians  who  were  an- 
nexed by  Serbia  after  the  Second  Balkan 
War  in  1913.  And  Greece  declares  that 
the  only  Macedonians  are  the  Greek- 
speaking descendants  of  Alexander  the 
Great’s  people! 

Now  Macedonia,  too,  has  declared 
its  independence.  Bulgaria  immediately, 
and  thus  far  uniquely,  recognized  the 
Skopje  regime,  doubtless  as  a first  step 
toward  hoped-for  unification.  Greece, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  up  in  arms  that 
Macedonia  might  claim  territory  in 
northern  Greece.  Add  to  this  already  vol- 
atile mix  the  deeply  oppressed  Albanian 
population  of  Macedonia  and  neighbor- 
ing Serb-ruled  Kosovo.  It  was  this  explo- 
sive combination  of  contending  local 
nationalisms  and  imperialist  appetites 
which  produced  the  Balkan  Wars  of 
1910-1913.  And  the  following  year,  the 
assassination  of  an  Austrian  archduke  by 
a Serbian  nationalist  ignited  the  first 
imperialist  world  war.  The  collapse  of 
Stalinist  rule  in  East  Europe  has  pro- 
duced, not  a "New  World  Order."  but  a 
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June  1990:  Romanian  miners,  heeding  government  appeal,  swept  ultrarightists 
from  the  streets  of  Bucharest.  In  September  1991,  miners  returned  to  protest 
government's  “market  reforms." 


world  that  looks  more  and  more  like  the 
disorder  leading  up  to  1914. 

For  Revolutionary 
Internationalism! 

The  authentic  communism  of  Marx. 
Engels,  Lenin  and  Trotsky  is  based  on 
proletarian  internationalism.  The  de- 
struction of  Yugoslavia  by  contending 
nationalist  forces  exemplifies  the  polit- 
ical bankruptcy  of  the  Stalinist  doctrine 
of  "socialism  in  one  country.’’  Here  was 
a Stalinist  regime  which  initially  pos- 
sessed enormous  moral  authority  and 
internal  elan.  When  Tito  and  his  com- 
rades spoke  of  the  "unity  and  brother- 
hood" of  Yugoslavia's  peoples,  they  had 
the  heartfelt  support  of  the  working 
masses  from  Slovenia  to  Macedonia.  Yet 
the  unity  and  brotherhood  forged  in  the 
struggle  against  the  German  and  Italian 
fascist  occupiers  and  (heir  local  hench- 
men could  not  be  maintained  on  the  basis 
of  “building  socialism”  in  one  relatively 
backward  Balkan  country. 

Nowhere  is  the  causal  link  between 
the  pressure  of  the  world  capitalist  econ- 
omy and  the  rise  of  counterrevolutionary 
nationalism  clearer  than  in  Yugoslavia. 
Croatian  nationalism  raised  its  head, 
beginning  in  the  late  1950s,  over  the 
retention  of  foreign-exchange  earnings. 
During  the  ’60s  Yugoslavia  exported 
its  unemployed  labor  to  West  Europe, 
especially  West  Germany.  The  money 
they  sent  back  to  their  families  was  a 
major  source  of  the  country’s  foreign 
exchange.  The  1974-75  world  capitalist 
depression  forced  Yugoslav  workers  to 
return  home,  and  the  Tito  regime  then 
sought  to  keep  the  economy  afloat  by 
mortgaging  the  country  to  the  bankers 


of  Wall  Street  and  Frankfurt.  Throughout 
East  Europe,  IMF-dictated  austerity  pro- 
grams of  the  1980s  formed  the  economic 
background  for  the  disintegration  of  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracies  and  growth  of 
counterrevolutionary  forces. 

Trotsky  maintained  that  the  program 
of  "building  socialism"  in  an  isolated 
workers  slate,  such  as  Soviet  Russia, 
must  lead  to  collapse  due  to  the  impos- 
sibility of  raising  its  level  of  production 
above  that  of  the  surrounding  world  cap- 
italist economy: 

"The  problem  of  a socialist  society  can- 
not be  abstracted  from  the  problem  of 
the  productive  forces,  which  at  the  pres- 
ent stage  of  human  development  arc 
world-wide  in  their  very  essence.  The 
separate  state,  having  become  too  nar- 
row for  capitalism,  is  so  much  the  less 
capable  of  becoming  the  arena  of  a fin- 
ished socialist  society.  The  backward- 
ness of  a revolutionary  country,  more- 
over, increases  for  it  the  danger  of  being 
thrown  back  to  capitalism.  In  rejecting 
the  perspective  of  an  isolated  socialist 
development,  the  Bolsheviks  had  in 
view,  not  a mechanically  isolated  prob- 
lem of  intervention,  but  the  whole  com- 
plex of  questions  bound  up  with  the  in- 
ternational economic  basis  of  socialism." 

— The  History  of  the  Russian 
Revolution  (1930) 

The  Bolsheviks  were  able  to  unify 
the  multinational  working  people  of  the 
Russian  tsarist  empire — combatting  and 
defeating  the  anti-Semitic  terrorists  of 
the  Black  Hundreds  and  other  reaction- 
ary nationalist  forces — because  they  had 
the  perspective  of  world  socialist  revo- 
lution. Today,  it  is  desperately  neces- 
sary to  build  new  Bolshevik  (Leninist- 
Trotskyist)  parties  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  East  Europe  to  unite  the  workers 
against  the  counterrevolutionary  inciters 
of  fratricidal  nationalism.  ■ 
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Japan- 

Bashing... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

Across  the  country — L.A.,  Illinois. 
Philadelphia.  New  York.  Boston.  Vir- 
ginia. anywhere  there  are  Asians — racist 
assaults  ranging  from  verbal  harassment 
to  murder  carry  the  message  of  a ruling 
class  whose  claim  to  global  domination 
is  mortally  threatened  by  the  economic 
success  of  “Japan  Inc."  Racist  pig  Sen- 
ator Ernest  Hollings,  Democrat  of  South 
Carolina,  “joked"  at  a March  2 campaign 
rally:  “You  should  draw  a mushroom 
cloud  and  put  underneath  it.  'Made  in 
America’  by  lazy  and  illiterate  Ameri- 
cans and  tested  in  Japan."  Such  reveling 
in  the  horrifying,  deliberate  mass  murder 
of  some  200.000  men.  women  and  chil- 
dren by  the  U.S.  war  criminals  who 
atom-bombed  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki 
is  not  mere  rhetoric:  the  people  who 
run  this  country  want  to  remind  their 
rivals,  current  and  potential,  what  they 
are  capable  of. 

In  late  February,  the  U.S.  Commission 
on  Civil  Rights  issued  a massive  233- 
page  report  documenting  the  range  and 
depth  of  racist  attacks  against  Asians  of 
all  nationalities.  Some  of  these  assaults 
are  anti-immigrant,  like  the  recurrent 
attacks  on  Cambodians  in  Revere.  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1988.  Some  reflect  the  rac- 
ist legacy  of  the  U.S.  dirty  colonial  war 
in  Vietnam,  like  the  murder  of  Chinese 
immigrant  Jim  Loo  in  Raleigh.  North 
Carolina  in  1989  by  racist  punks  who 
thought  he  was  Vietnamese.  Some  are 
the  work  of  organized  fascist  terrorists, 
like  the  murder  of  Hung  Truong,  a Viet- 
namese teenager  beaten  to  death  by  Nazi 
skinheads  in  Houston  in  August  1990. 
In  Los  Angeles.  Ron  Wakabayashi.  exec- 
utive director  of  the  City  Human  Rela- 
tions Commission,  has  assembled  a thick 
sheaf  of  documents  tracking  the  recent 
wave  of  anti-Asian  chauvinism. 

In  California,  the  Japan-bashing  cam- 
paign resonates  deeply.  Here  during  the 
last  interimperialist  war  over  one  hun- 
dred thousand  Japanese  Americans 
were  herded  into  concentration  camps  by 
the  so-called  "democratic"  imperialists. 
Now  America's  rulers  are  preparing 
for  intensified  interimperialist  rivalries. 
Incited  by  the  capitalist  media.  anti- 
Asian  violence  (not  just  against  Japa- 
nese— "they  all  look  alike"  to  the  racist 
scum)  rose  sharply  around  the  Pearl  Har- 
bor anniversary,  and  again  around 
Bush's  trade-war  trip  to  Japan.  Omi- 
nously. Wakabayashi  noted,  these  racist 
attacks  have  become  more  organized:  "In 
the  past  15  years,  it  has  been  chance 
encounters,  more  of  a random  nature. 
The  pattern  within  the  last  three  months 
has  been  much  more  targeted  hits — 
homes,  community  centers,  senior  cen- 
ters” (Los  Angeles  Times , 29  February). 

Characteristic  was  the  attack  on  the 
Norwalk  community  center,  which 
trashed  the  interior,  slashing  judo  mats 
and  a kids'  bulletin  board  with  a razor 
left  embedded  in  the  cork.  Among  doz- 
ens of  other  incidents,  an  elderly  Japa- 


Some  120,000 
Japanese 
Americans  were 
thrown  into 
concentration 
camps  during 
World  War  II. 


nese  couple  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  had  a firebomb  thrown  at  their 
house  on  December  2,  a Japanese  Amer- 
ican-owned shop  in  Sacramento  was  shot 
up  with  a pellet  gun  on  December  7.  and 
a rash  of  death  threats  and  petty  vandal- 
ism spread  around  the  state. 

On  February  9.  according  to  the  report 
later  filed  with  Ventura  County  police, 
two  white  bikers  came  to  the  house  of 
Japanese  businessman  Yasuo  Kato  in 
Camarillo.  One  of  the  men  claimed  he 
lost  his  job  because  of  the  Japanese  and 
demanded  money.  Pushed  outside  by 
Kato,  the  man  kicked  the  door  and 
screamed.  “I’m  going  to  kill  you.  I’m 
going  to  get  you.  I know  where  you 
live!"  Fifteen  days  later — and  four  days 
after  police  took  his  report — Kato  was 
brutally  stabbed  to  death  in  his  garage, 
apparently  ambushed  while  unloading 
groceries. 

Ventura  County  Sheriff’s  Department 
Commander  Vincent  W.  France  declared 
the  next  day:  “There  is  nothing  I would 
rather  do  than  dispel  that  it  was  a racially 
motivated  crime,  but  at  this  point  we 
can’t  eliminate  anything."  The  next  day 
the  cops  announced  they  now  suspected 
the  murder  was  not  a racist  hate  crime 
but  a hit  by  the  yakuza . Japanese  gang- 
sters, based  solely  on  “experts"  who 
claimed  the  stab  wounds  "resembled" 
yakuza  style.  Tokyo’s  Yomiuri  Shimbun 
claimed  Kato  had  left  big  debts  back  in 
Japan,  but  later  another  newspaper  con- 
tradicted this  story.  While  the  cops  (and 
perhaps  the  Japanese  government)  want 
to  bury  the  “hate  crime"  motive,  it  is  all 
too  chillingly  plausible.  Jimmy  Tokeshi 
of  the  Japanese  American  Citizens 
League  commented:  "I  think  there  is 
heightened  anxiety  [among  Japanese 
Americans]  with  the  news  that  this  guy 
has  been  killed,  regardless  of  what  the 
actual  motive  was." 

Racist  Protectionism  Poison 
for  Labor,  Blacks 

Japan-bashing  was  whipped  up  into  a 
lynch  mob  frenzy  over  the  Los  Angeles 
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County  Transportation  Commission’s 
award  of  a rail  car  contract  to  a Japanese 
firm,  Sumitomo.  The  racist  mobilization 
culminated  in  a January  22  vote  to 
reverse  the  award  for  the  Green  Line 
contract  at  a meeting  described  by  Mas 
Fukai — an  aide  to  County  Supervisor 
Kenneth  Hann  and  a Japanese  American 
who  spent  three  years  in  an  Arizona  con- 
centration camp  during  World  War  II — 
as  "probably  one  of  the  ugliest  things 
I’ve  ever  seen."  L.A.  City  Council  mem- 
bers Joel  Wachs  and  Zev  Yaroslansky 
were  the  anti-Japanese  demagogues 
out  front.  "Never  again,  never  again!" 
Yaroslansky  incited  the  anti-Japanese 
crowd  of  mainly  unemployed  union 
members  (Pacific  Citizen,  31  January). 

Previously  a sixth-grade  teacher  had 
sent  to  a county  supervisor  her  students’ 


Asian  violence.  In  a February  13  speech. 
Bradley  deplored  the  "genie  of  racism." 
but  he  was  himself  one  of  the  instigators 
of  the  drive  to  stop  the  Sumitomo  con- 
tract! Jackson,  in  a Berkeley  speech 
decrying  the  World  War  II  "internment" 
camps,  called  to  "invest  American.” 
demanded  "Japan  must  open  up  its  mar- 
ket" and  endorsed  the  NAACP’s  call  for 
blacks  to  boycott  Japanese  cars  (Asian 
Week,  21  February).  Both  are  front  men 
for  the  racist,  capitalist  Democratic 
Party — the  party  which  sells  itself  as 
more  viciously  protectionist  and  anti- 
Japanese  than  Bush,  the  party  which  set 
up  the  concentration  camps  and  nuked 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki! 

Meanwhile  black  Democratic  mayors 
like  ex-cop  Bradley  maintain  capitalist 
order  in  impoverished  big  city  ghettos 
with  racist  cop  terror.  If  anti-Asian  racist 
protectionism  is  poison  for  the  labor 
movement,  it  is  doubly  suicidal  for 
blacks. 

Asians  in  America  are  particular  tar- 
gets of  racism  in  part  because  they  are 
perceived  as  a "successful"  minority.  In 
the  same  way  that  anti-Semitic  bigotry 
in  Europe  during  the  Depression  vitu- 
perated against  "Jewish  bankers,"  racists 
whip  up  resentment  of  Japanese  busi- 
nessmen and  professionals,  or  of  Chi- 
nese and  other  Asian  students  at  the  elite 
UC  Berkeley  campus.  In  L.A..  as  in  New 
York,  black  nationalists  go  after  Korean 
shop  owners. 

One  index  is  the  case  of  Kristi  Yama- 
guchi.  the  U.S.  gold  medalist  for  figure 
skating  in  this  year’s  winter  Olympics 
(where  she  beat  out  Japan’s  Midori  Ito). 
Yamaguchi.  who  hails  from  Fremont, 
talks  like  a real  California  teen,  and 
even  wore  an  American  flag  costume  for 
her  freestyle  performance  after  winning 
her  medal.  Even  so,  she  has  been  denied 
the  advertising  contracts  that  such  an 
American  "sports  hero”  would  normally 
command. 
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drawings  opposing  the  Sumitomo  con- 
tract. depicting  an  Asian  being  kicked 
and  slogans  like  “Down  with  Japan." 
"Americans  Yes!  Japanese  No!”  and 
“Bomb,  bomb,  bomb." 

The  gang  of  bureaucrats  who  are  stran- 
gling the  United  Auto  Workers  played  a 
key  role  in  organizing  this  racist  mob. 
After  decades  of  sabotaging  strikes 
while  giving  away  their  members' 
wages,  working  conditions  and  jobs, 
these  traitors  to  the  working  class  seize 
on  racist  protectionism  to  deflect  their 
members’  anger  away  from  the  real 
enemy,  the  U.S.  capitalist  class.  UAW 
Solidarity  (January-February)  brags  that 
UAW  Region  6 Director  Bruce  Lee 
organized  Locals  887  at  Rockwell  Inter- 
national and  645  at  GM  Van  Nuys,  which 
is  closing  down,  to  march  on  the  Transit 
Commission.  Far  from  “saving  jobs." 
protectionism  is  poison  to  class  struggle, 
and  nurtures  the  racist,  reactionary  scum 
who  aim  to  pave  the  way  to  imperialist 
war  over  the  body  of  the  U.S.  labor 
movement. 

Black  Democrats  like  L.A.  mayor  Tom 
Bradley  and  Jesse  Jackson  rushed  to  cry 
crocodile  tears  about  the  rise  in  anti- 
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Against  the  background  of  general 
anti-Asian  racism.  Japanese  are  singled 
out  as  special  targets  because  of  the 
moves  toward  interimperialist  trade  war. 
Protectionism  lay  behind  the  murder  of 
Vincent  Chin  in  Detroit  in  1982.  mis- 
taken for  Japanese  by  a laid-off  Chrysler 
foreman  and  his  son  who  beat  the  Chi- 
nese American  man  to  death  with  a base- 
ball bat  for  "stealing  American  jobs."  As 
is  typical  of  the  racist  injustice  of  the 
capitalist  state,  the  killers  never  spent  a 
day  in  jail  for  their  crime.  Today  such 
racist  atrocities  are  no  longer  isolated 
events. 

The  power  of  the  labor  movement 
must  be  mobilized  to  smash  racist  terror, 
not  promote  it.  Integrated  class  struggle 
to  defend  all  victims  of  racist  terror  is 
needed  to  lay  the  basis  for  any  successful 
fight  against  the  bosses.  To  provide 
jobs  for  all,  what’s  needed  is  for  the 
integrated  working  class  to  take  power 
into  its  own  hands  and  expropriate  the 
vicious  and  dangerous  U.S.  capitalists, 
and  to  forge  a planned,  socialist  econ- 
omy in  close  cooperation  with  our  class 
brothers  and  sisters  internationally, 
including  especially  in  Japan.* 
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Moscow... 

(continued  front  page  3) 

commentator  Aleksandr  Nevzorov  and 
anti-Semitic  "red  general"  and  RKRP 
Central  Committee  member  Albert 
Makashov,  who  was  declared  to  be  the 
new  “president"  of  the  Soviet  Union  at 
the  rally. 

What  the  “black  colonel,"  the  "red 
general"  and  their  ilk  want  is  a bona- 
partist  regime  to  impose  “civil  peace"  in 
the  transition  to  capitalism.  And  the  chief 
candidate  for  bonaparte  is  Yeltsin’s  vice 
president.  Aleksandr  Rutskoi.  who  is 
insistent  on  the  need  for  a "period  of 
strong  and  firm  rule"  to  oversee  a "reg- 
ulated transition  to  a free  market  econ- 
omy." Makashov  gave  the  game  away 
the  day  before  the  rally,  when  he  con- 
ceded that  "we  can  happily  cooperate 
with  Yeltsin.”  He  added:  “The  congress 
will  not  reconstitute  the  old  union.  But 
it  will  provide  legitimacy  to  the  next, 
patriotic  government  of  Russia,  which 
will  work  to  preserve  what  our  ancestors 
built  over  millennia."  Subsequently,  a 
front-page  article  in  the  London  Finan- 
cial Times  (26  March)  was  headlined: 
"Pressure  mounts  on  Yeltsin  to  quit  as 
premier.” 

For  the  multimillioned  Soviet  working 
people  suffering  under  the  whip  of  cap- 
italist austerity,  this  most  grotesque  of 
popular  fronts  between  Stalinists  and 
Great  Russian  chauvinists  is  a dangerous 
and  criminal  diversion.  The  felt  need 
to  combat  the  counterrevolutionary  on- 
slaught was  expressed  in  the  receptivity 
on  March  17  to  the  internationalist  pol- 
itics of  the  International  Communist 
League.  Over  31,500  copies  of  the  ICL 
leaflet,  “Form  Workers  and  Soldiers 
Soviets  to  Stop  Capitalist  Restoration!” 
(see  WV  No.  546.  6 March),  were 
snapped  up  by  demonstrators,  many  tak- 
ing bundles  to  give  to  coworkers,  sev- 
eral volunteering  on  the  spot  to  help 
distribute.  While  anti-Semitic  and  anti- 
communist insults  were  heard,  they  were 
all  but  drowned  out  by  protesters  who 
yelled,  “Well  done,  internationalists!"  in 
response  to  our  calls  to  "Defend  the 
Soviet  Union!  For  the  Communism  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky!” 

The  RKRP  Stalinists  can't  stomach 
the  positive  response  to  our  forthright 
appeals  for  internationalist  working- 
class  struggle  to  defeat  Yeltsinite  coun- 
terrevolution. In  a sinister  act  of  political 
thuggery,  on  March  22  a gang  of  anti- 
Semitic  and  Stalinist  agitators  assaulted 
our  comrades  during  a sale  at  the  regular 
weekly  protest  in  defense  of  the  Lenin 
Museum.  These  heirs  of  Stalin  and  the 
tsarist  Black  Hundreds  will  not  silence 
the  voice  of  authentic  communism! 

Indeed,  the  rump  Stalinists  may  soon 
find  themselves  swept  underfoot  by  their 
nationalist  and  outright  fascist  "allies." 
The  only  road  to  defending  and  regener- 
ating the  Soviet  Union  lies  in  returning 
to  the  internationalist  program  of  Octo- 
ber. More  than  ever,  it  is  urgently  neces- 
sary to  cohere  a multinational  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  vanguard  nucleus  committed 
to  repulsing  the  counterrevolutionary  tide 
through  proletarian  political  revolution 
and  restoring  the  red  flag  of  internation- 
alism to  the  Kremlin.  ■ 

Free  Abortion 
on  Demand!... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

right  to  choose  if,  when,  and  under 
what  circumstances”  a woman  will  have 
children.  We  say:  "Free  Abortion  on 
Demand!” 

The  reformist  left’s  support  to  the  not- 
very-liberal  wing  of  their  own  ruling 
class  puts  women's  rights  in  the  back 
seat.  This  is  called  the  popular  front,  the 
means  by  which  the  fake  “socialists” 
work  to  contain  the  struggles  of  the 
working  class  within  the  bounds  of  rac- 
ist Democratic  capitalism,  and  it  leads 
straight  to  defeat  every  time.  Thus  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  USSR  they  hail 


East  River  Subway  Tunnel  Deathtrap 


On  March  23.  an  electrical  fire  in 
the  Steinway  subway  tunnel  under  the 
East  River  sent  41  people,  including 
six  transit  workers,  to  the  hospital. 
The  fire  was  so  hot  that  20  feet  of 
rail  melted.  An  alert  motorman  got 
his  No.  7 train  out  of  the  tunnel  before 
anyone  was  killed.  It  was  just  over  a 
year  ago  that  nearly  200  people  were 
injured  and  two  killed  in  the  deadly 
Clark  Street  station  fire  because  the 
fans  that  evacuate  smoke  from  the 
tunnel  had  been  out  of  service  for 
years. 

This  time  one  of  the  crucial  fans 
didn’t  work,  and  the  other  three  were 
inadequate  to  do  the  job.  Incredibly, 
the  circuit  breakers  which  can  kill 
power  to  the  third  rail  in  the  event  of 
a short  circuit  and  fire  were  discon- 
nected in  1974  after  repeatedly  mal- 
functioning because  they  haven’t 
been  upgraded  since  they  were  in- 
stalled in  1915! 


In  what  can  only  be  called  at- 
tempted murder,  the  TA  sent  a train 
back  into  the  smoke-filled  tunnel  with 
six  track  workers  to  fight  the  fire. 
They  were  not  equipped  with  air 
packs  (nor  are  they  trained  to  be  fire- 
fighters). They  were  overcome  by 
“smoke  so  thick  they  couldn’t  make 
it."  Finally,  the  fire  department  was 
called  in  and  put  out  the  fire. 

The  TA’s  idea  of  safety  for  riders 
and  workers  is  to  assign  track  workers 
to  ride  the  No.  7 trains  through  the 
Steinway  tunnel  every  rush  hour, 
looking  for  fires!  Even  as  they  put 
hundreds  of  workers  and  riders  at 
risk,  the  TA  bosses  continue  to  scape- 
goat motorman  Robert  Ray  for  last 
fall’s  Union  Square  derailment.  The 
trains  and  buses  in  NYC  won’t  be  safe 
until  the  workers  have  the  power, 
through  elected  union  safety  reps,  to 
shut  down  unsafe  working  conditions 
on  the  spot. 


anti-abortion,  anti-woman  forces  as  "lib- 
erators" and  "democrats,”  They  have 
cheered  on  every  counterrevolutionary 
from  Lech  Walesa  and  Boris  Yeltsin,  who 
are  smashing  women’s  rights  in  the  drive 
to  restore  capitalism,  to  the  Ayatollah 
Khomeini  in  Iran  and  the  Afghan  mul- 
lahs who  kill  teachers  for  educating 
young  girls. 

What  these  anti-communists  won’t 
say  is  that  free  abortion  was  a reality 
in  the  USSR  after  the  successful  1917 
workers  revolution.  Under  the  leadership 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  the  Bolsheviks 
established  the  most  progressive  laws 
in  human  history,  not  just  for  women 
but  for  the  working  class  and  all  the 
oppressed.  Up  until  the  Stalinist  degen- 
eration in  1923-24,  the  revolution  sought 
to  liberate  women  from  the  oppression 
of  the  institution  of  the  family  with  24- 
hour  childcare  and  communal  kitchens, 
and  to  integrate  women  into  political 
life. 

We  call  on  those  who  hate  this  system 
and  all  it  stands  for  to  join  our  class- 
struggle  contingent.  The  simple  truth  is 
that  every  fundamental  gain  ever  wrested 
from  the  ruling  class  was  won  not 
through  lobbying  Congress  but  through 
mass  struggle.  In  the  ’60s,  with  a 
generation  of  youth  repulsed  by  U.S. 
imperialist  atrocities  in  Indochina  and 
stultifying  sexual  and  cultural  puritan- 
ism  at  home,  more  farsighted  sectors  of 
the  bourgeoisie  recognized  the  need  to 
loosen  up  state  control  over  personal 
matters  and  acceptable  modes  of  dissent. 
But  that  was  a brief  and  unusual  moment 
in  U.S.  history,  a period  when  the  cap- 
italist state  was  attempting  to  contain, 
co-opt  and  eventually  destroy  the  mass 
civil  rights  movement  and  the  burgeon- 
ing radicalization  centered  on  opposition 
to  the  Vietnam  War.  This  was  when  Roe 
v.  Wade  was  decided.  Now  in  the  midst 
of  economic  decay  the  mailed  fist  of  cap- 
italism bears  down. 

Right  now  there’s  a burning  need  for 
a mobilization  of  the  integrated,  organ- 
ized labor  movement  to  defend  abortion 
clinics.  A disciplined  defense  guard  com- 
posed of  teamsters,  longshoremen  and 
transit  workers  would  drive  the  Opera- 
tion Rescue  terrorists  into  the  sewers 
where  they  belong.  Our  task  is  to  build 
an  integrated,  revolutionary  party  that 
will  serve  as  the  tribune  of  the  oppressed 
and  lead  the  working  class  to  victory, 
We  need  free,  safe  contraception  and 
abortion,  quality  health  care  and  educa- 
tion. jobs  for  all,  and  free  24-hour  child- 
care to  lay  the  material  basis  for  wom- 
en's equality.  The  workers  must  rule 
before  women  can  be  free! 

Instead  of  fighting  for  what  others 
deem  possible,  fight  for  what’s  neces- 
sary! Free  abortion  and  contraception 
on  demand!  Women’s  liberation  through 
socialist  revolution! 

Spartacist  League/ 
Spartacus  Youth  Club 
15  March  1992 


Transit... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

the  bosses'  arbitrators.  The  bureaucratic 
“opposition"  in  Local  100.  New  Direc- 
tions, is  steering  workers  into  this  trap. 

After  the  massive  "no"  vote.  New  Di- 
rections spokesman  Cecile  Clue  rushed 
to  assure  the  New  York  Times  (19  March) 
that  “no  one  wants  a strike."  Their  strat- 
egy is  to  “send  Hall  back  for  more  " But 
Hall,  echoing  his  master,  MTA  chief 
Peter  Stangl,  has  already  said  there  is  no 
more.  As  we  go  to  press,  the  TA  is  pre- 
paring to  revoke  so-called  Supplemental 
Health  Benefits  (optical,  prescription, 
dental,  death  and  major  medical). 

Transit  workers  are  facing  a deter- 
mined offensive  by  Democratic  Party 
Governor  Cuomo,  Mayor  David  Dinkins 
and  the  bloodsucking  Municipal  Assis- 
tance Corporation  (MAC)  to  make  city 
workers  pay  for  decades  of  capitalist 
greed.  Dinkins  got  elected  with  the  votes 
of  labor  and  minorities,  but  he  promised 
his  real  masters,  the  financiers  and  bank- 
ers, before  the  election  that  organized 
labor  “will  take  it  from  me." 

Class-Struggle  Leadership  Key 

At  the  TWU  hall,  following  a march 
of  1,500  workers  across  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge  in  February,  ear  maintainer  Mary 
Jo  Marino,  a member  of  the  class- 
struggle  Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU 
(CFTWU),  took  the  floor  and  addressed 
what  needs  to  be  done:  "Sure  we  can 
vote  no,  but  then  what?  The  leadership 
has  made  it  clear  they  want  to  ram  this 
through,  they  even  called  the  cops  on 
our  own  members.  We’re  up  against  Din- 
kins and  the  Democrats  and  you  guys 
[TWU  tops)  are  in  their  pockets.  Pres- 
sure is  not  going  to  work,  we  need  a 
leadership  that  wants  to  fight  to  win." 

The  CFTWU  is  circulating  a petition 
calling  for  a mass  meeting  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  "to  take  whatever  action 
is  necessary  to  defend  our  jobs,  benefits 
and  working  conditions.”  Committee 
supporters  told  Workers  Vanguard  that 
scores  of  transit  workers  are  taking  the 
petition  to  their  shops  and  crew  rooms. 
A mass  meeting  of  transit  workers  would 
have  the  authority  to  break  the  bureau- 
cratic logjam  and  elect  a strike  commit- 
tee to  mobilize  the  union  for  battle 
against  the  TA  and  its  capitalist  masters. 

Above  all,  you  need  a class-struggle 
leadership.  And  it  sure  won't  be  New 
Directions — let  them  try  to  explain  why 
they  voted  with  Hall  last  year  to  work 
without  a contract.  The  New  Directions 
crew  serves  as  a safety  valve  for  the  Hall 
regime,  funneling  the  anger  of  transit 
workers  into  sandboxes  like  their  “Con- 
tract Action  Committees." 

New  Directions  even  praises  the  racist 
riots  of  Rikers  Island  prison  guards  as  a 
model  for  transit  workers  in  battling  the 
no-strike  Taylor  Law.  But  when  transit 
workers  strike,  they’ll  be  going  up 


against  the  state’s  hired  thugs.  Mean- 
while. the  killer  cops  who  murdered 
Federico  Pereira  were  just  put  back  on 
the  streets  by  a Queens  judge. 

A CFTWU  leaflet  put  forward  a pro- 
gram to  win:  "The  key  to  unleashing  our 
power  is  breaking  from  the  gang  of  Dem- 
ocrats and  their  flunkeys  in  the  union 
leadership  who  are  cracking  the  whip  for 
the  capitalists.  We  need  full  employ- 
ment— 30  hours  work  for  40  hours  pay 
with  full  COLA!  Create  jobs  with  mas- 
sive programs  to  rebuild  housing,  hos- 
pitals, schools,  roads  and  bridges — and 
starting  in  New  York  with  the  signals, 
tunnel  fans  and  filthy  shops  of  the  TA!" 

Sonny  Hall  would  have  transit  work- 
ers believe  that  1980  shows  you  can't 
strike.  Bullshit.  During  the  TWU  strike 
of  1966.  union  president  Mike  Quill 
refused  to  knuckle  under  to  the  bosses’ 
slave-labor  laws  and  was  sent  to  jail — 
but  the  union  won.  NYC  doesn't  work 
without  transit,  and  you  can't  replace 
over  30,000  skilled  workers  overnight. 
If  the  unions  hang  tough  they  can  defeat 
reprisals — in  1966  the  TWU  forced  the 
state  to  pass  an  amnesty  bill. 

The  Taylor  Law  can  be  smashed  on 
the  picket  lines,  but  only  if  there  is  a 
clear-sighted  leadership  with  the  back- 
bone and  fighting  program  to  shut  the 
city  down  tight.  In  ’80,  the  bosses  lost 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  but  the 
strike  folded  after  eleven  days,  because 
it  was  knifed  in  the  back  by  the  John 
Lawe  leadership — with  the  conniving 
help  of  the  "Good  Contract  Committee," 
which  actually  had  a majority  on  the 
exec  board!  Bowing  before  the  Taylor 
Law  fines,  Lawe  and  his  cohorts  refused 
to  appeal  to  the  rest  of  city  labor  and 
caved  in. 

This  spring  CUNY  students  are  once 
again  taking  to  the  streets  to  oppose  the 
ruling  class’s  attempt  to  completely  gut 
higher  education  for  poor,  working-class 
and  minority  youth  of  New  York  with 
yet  another  huge  tuition  increase.  All  talk 
from  City  Hall  and  the  state  legislature 
about  "sharing  the  pain"  is  capitalist 
crap — they  just  want  the  multiracial 
working  class  and  the  poor  to  eat  it. 

A transit  strike  that  links  up  with  the 
struggles  of  students  and  other  city 
workers  also  working  without  contracts 
would  be  explosive  in  New  York.  Calling 
for  free  mass  transit  would  get  wide  pop- 
ular support,  and  a seriously  fought 
strike  against  the  cutback  government 
could  galvanize  widespread  discontent 
with  both  bankrupt  parties.  A transit 
strike  could  rapidly  escalate  into  an  all- 
out  citywide  general  strike.  Tokyo  transit 
workers  just  showed  their  power  by 
tying  the  city  in  knots 

It  would  also  quickly  expose  all  the 
Democratic  Party-loyal  labor  fakers, 
from  big  mouth  Teamster  chief  Barry 
Feinstein  to  1199  hospital  workers  head 
Dennis  Rivera.  Feinstein  throws  his 
staged  temper  tantrums  at  Dinkins  and 
Rivera  calls  demonstrations,  but  come 
election  time  they  loyally  turn  out  their 
members  to  vote  Democratic,  whether 
for  "Governor  Death  Penalty"  Clinton 
or  the  “flat  tax"  reactionary  Jerry  Brown. 

Ripping  up  union  contracts,  looting 
the  factories  and  letting  the  cities  go 
to  hell,  the  capitalists  and  their  twin 
parties.  Democrat  and  Republican,  have 
siphoned  off  the  wealth  that  Ameri- 
can workers  have  created.  Bush  and 
the  Democrats  slaughtered  over  100,000 
Iraqis  in  the  “defense"  of  Big  Oil  and 
their  dreams  of  a "New  World  Order.” 

And  with  the  loyal  collaboration  of 
the  American  labor  traitors,  they  have 
financed  counterrevolution  from  Nicara- 
gua to  Poland  and  the  Soviet  Union, 
where  they’re  bringing  back  soup  lines, 
homelessness  and  mass  unemployment 
as  they  try  to  restore  capitalist  rule  in 
the  homeland  of  the  October  Revolution. 

If  they  succeed  in  Moscow,  they’ll  be 
emboldened  in  going  after  working  peo- 
ple everywhere.  American  workers  des- 
perately need  a leadership  that  fights  for 
the  independence  of  the  working  class 
from  the  bosses'  parlies  and  the  bosses’ 
state,  forging  a workers  party  steeled  in 
the  struggle  for  power.  ■ 
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Women’s  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand! 


• Down  with  “Squeal  Rules” — 
Abortion  Rights  for  Teens! 

• For  Free,  Safe  Contraceptives! 

• Free  24-Hour  Childcare! 

• Billions  for  AIDS  Research! 

• For  Free,  Quality  Education 
and  'iealth  Care  for  All! 

We  rep,  int  here  the  call  issued  by  the 
Bay  Area  Spartacist  League  and  Sparta- 
cus  Youth  Club  for  a class-struggle  con- 
tingent in  the  San  Francisco  abortion 
rights  demonstration  on  March  29. 

Legalized  abortion  dangles  by  a thread 
while  the  “right"  to  an  abortion  has 
long  been  out  of  reach  for  poor,  mainly 
minority  women.  The  current  attacks  on 
abortion  rights  spearhead  an  all-out 
campaign  of  social  reaction  aimed  at 
regimenting  and  intimidating  the  Amer- 
ican people.  While  fundamentalist  bigots 
incant  about  the  “souls"  of  fetuses,  the 
Supreme  Court  pushes  the  "legal"  mur- 
der of  black  men  on  death  row.  The 
ruling  class  sneers  at  the  deadly  AIDS 
epidemic  as  it  ravages  the  ghettos  and 
gay  communities,  and  forbids  the  distri- 
bution of  condoms  to  teenagers.  They 
impose.reactionary  "squeal  rules"  when 
girls  who  end  up  “in  trouble"  need  an 
abortion,  while  the  simple  and  effective 
RU  486  abortion  pill  is  kept  out  of  this 
country. 

We  in  the  Spartacist  League/Spartacus 
Youth  Club  say  that  a fight  for  wom- 
en’s rights  must  be  a fight  against  the 
capitalist  system  that  breeds  women’s 
oppression.  To  perpetuate  the  private 
property  system,  women  in  class  society 
are  relegated  to  domestic  servitude  and 


straitjacketed  by  anti-sex  legal  codes. 
Teenagers  in  decaying  capitalist  America 
are  told  to  abstain  from  sex,  then  marry 
and  procreate — and  to  participate  mutely 
in  imperialist  slaughter  for  the  greater 
glory  of  the  "New  World  Order." 

This  march  is  organized  by  the  NOW 


feminists  and  their  “left"  followers  who 
embrace  the  capitalist  system  and  toe  the 
anti-communist  line,  pontificating  about 
a “third  party”  in  order  to  “pul  pressure” 
on  mainstream  Democrats  like  death 
penalty  Dixiecrat  Bill  Clinton.  For  them 
women’s  lives  are  pawns  in  the  scramble 


for  electoral  votes.  NOW  & Co.  actually 
want  a reactionary  decision  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania abortion  law  case  in  order  to 
“force  the  abortion  issue”  in  the  upcom- 
ing elections!  Conciliating  bourgeois 
reaction,  they  speak  delicately  of  "the 
continued  on  page  15 
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Spartacist  contingent  in  March  29  San  Francisco  abortion  rights  demonstration. 
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In  a massive  repudiation  of  the 
bureaucratic  misleaders  of  Transport 
Workers  Union  Local  100,  NYC  transit 
workers  shot  down  a proposed  contract 
by  a whopping  two-to-one  margin.  After 
working  almost  a year  without  a con- 
tract, and  being  locked  out  of  their  own 
union  hall  by  the  NYPD  thugs  called  out 
by  union  president  Sonny  Hall.  TWUers 
are  furious. 

Even  the  bureaucracy’s  mail  ballot  and 
threats  that  health  benefits  would  stop 
couldn't  save  Hall’s  giveback  deal — in 
some  divisions  the  vote  was  over  90 per- 
cent against.  Only  among  MABSTOA 
bus  drivers  and  maintainers,  checkers 
and  his  own  staff,  did  a majority  vote  to 
accept  the  sellout  of  wages  and  health 
benefits — reflecting  Hall’s  increasingly 
narrow  base  of  support  in  this  heavily 
black,  Latino  and  Asian  union. 


Never  before  in  the  TWU  has  a con- 
tract approved  by  the  union  executive 
board  been  rejected.  Throughout  the  sys- 
tem, everyone  is  asking:  what  next? 
There  is  only  one  way  for  transit  workers 
to  take  back  the  givebacks  in  wages  and 
health  benefits,  rip  up  drug  testing  and 
establish  workers’  control  over  safety:  a 
solid  strike  that  shuts  down  New  York 
and  inspires  city  workers,  CUNY  stu- 
dents and  other  workers  and  minorities 
to  fight  alongside  them.  Pull  out  Metro- 
North.  LIRR  and  PATH!  That's  how  to 
beat  the  Taylor  Law! 

After  a dozen  years  of  union-busting 
and  givebacks.  aided  and  abetted  by  the 
labor  bureaucracy,  workers  throughout 
the  country  have  seen  their  wages  and 
working  conditions  go  to  hell.  Currently, 
transit  workers  in  Pittsburgh  are  on 
strike,  walking  out  on  March  16,  snarling 


March  3:  Transit  workers  march  against  sellout  contract,  TWU  tops  called 
the  cops. 


the  city’s  traffic.  In  Philly,  the  TWU 
hacks  pushed  through  a contract  at  the 
last  minute,  derailing  a strike.  As  in 
1974-76,  while  they  bleed  the  cities  dry. 
Wall  Street  bankers  have  New  York  city 
workers  in  their  sights. 

TWU  Local  100  is  the  most  powerful 
municipal  union  in  the  country — transit 


workers  can  shut  down  the  finance  center 
of  American  imperialism,  and  they’ve 
done  it  before.  But  the  decisive  question 
is  leadership.  With  their  union  tops 
openly  working  for  the  TA,  many  transit 
workers  figure  the  only  thing  they  can 
do  is  put  themselves  in  the  hands  of 
continued  on  page  15 


New  York  Transit:  Rip  Up  the  Taylor  Law! 

You  Voted  It  Down, 

Now  Shut  It  Down! 
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UAW  TOPS 

Caterpillar 


EAST  PEORIA,  Illinois.  April  14 — 
Early  this  evening  the  leadership  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  caved  in  to  the  dic- 
tates of  Caterpillar  Inc.  and  ordered  the 
more  than  12,000  strikers  back  to  work. 

The  five-month-long  strike  was  a 
showdown  between  labor  and  capital  in 
this  country.  CAT  declared  all-out  war 
on  organized  labor  when  it  announced  it 
would  begin  hiring  scabs  April  6. 

For  the  last  week  the  eyes  of  American 
labor  have  been  on  Peoria.  "Hell  no,  we 
won't  go!"  chanted  thousands  of  angry 
UAW  strikers  who  massed  at  plant 
gates  in  East  Peoria,  Decatur.  Mapleton, 
Aurora  and  other  industrial  towns  in  Illi- 
nois. Few  UAW  members  crossed  the 
picket  lines. 

But  now  the  UAW  leadership  of  Pres- 
ident Owen  Bieber  and  Secretary  Treas- 
urer Bill  Casstevens,  head  of  the  union's 
Agricultural  Implements  department, 
has  declared  unconditional  surrender.  In 
a “deal"  brokered  by  a federal  mediator, 
the  company’s  "final  offer"  is  being 
imposed. 

The  UAW  traitors  who  knifed  the 
strike  are  deliberately  keeping  the  mem- 
bership in  the  dark.  No  meetings  were 
called,  committeemen  are  nowhere  to  be 
found.  There  is  talk  that  the  return  to 
work  is  only  for  90  days.  Many  strikers 
are  furious  at  this  shameless  capitula- 
tion. Demobilizing  the  strike  and  calling 
off  the  pickets  spells  defeat  for  this  cru- 
cial, hard-fought  battle. 

While  the  union  is  telling  everyone  to 
report  tomorrow.  Caterpillar  announced 
that  scabs  should  show  up  for  work,  and 
strikers  should  wait  until  they  are  indi- 


vidually recalled.  Workers  rightly  fear  a 
purge  of  union  militants  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  seniority.  This  would  threaten  the 
future  of  unionism  at  the  largest  con- 
struction equipment  manufacturer  in  the 
world. 

This  was  no  isolated  dispute.  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  (7  April)  wrote  of  the 


Caterpillar  strike  that  “with  other  corpo- 
rations and  unions  looking  on.  it  has 
become  a critical  battle  that  could  shape 
labor  relations  for  years  to  come." 

At  the  March  22  solidarity  rally  in 
Peoria,  one  sign  said  simply,  "PATCO 
1981,  CATCO  1 992."  For  the  last  decade 
everyone  has  said  the  labor  movement 


"should  never  have  let  them  destroy 
PATCO."  The  air  traffic  controllers  union 
was  destroyed  because,  while  the  union 
tops  talked  “solidarity"  and  staged  a 
phony  consumer  boycott,  they  never  took 
strike  action  to  shut  down  the  airports. 

This  was  followed  by  union  defeats 
continued  on  page  8 


U.S.  Cops  of  the  World  Double-Cross  Former  Henchman 


The  Noriega  “Trial” 


In  an  act  of  supreme  imperialist  arrogance, 
the  United  States  government  invaded  a country, 
killing  thousands  and  destroying  the  homes  of 
tens  of  thousands,  kidnapped  the  head  of  state — 
a former  U.S.  flunkey — and  hauled  him  off  to 
Miami  in  handcuffs.  After  a farcical  show  trial 
in  which  the  defense  was  not  allowed  to  raise 
any  of  the  fundamental  political  and  legal  issues, 
the  verdict  is  now  in.  Under  heavy  pressure 
from  the  government's  hand-picked  judge,  the 
jury  found  Panamanian  leader  General  Manuel 
Noriega  guilty  on  eight  counts  of  conspiracy, 
drug  trafficking,  racketeering  and  money  laun- 
dering. George  Bush  was  spared  the  embarrass- 
ment that  an  acquittal  would  have  brought  in 
this  election  year.  And  Washington  could  pro- 
claim a victory  in  the  “drug  war,"  casting  itself 
top  cop  and  supreme  judge  of  a “New  World 
Order.” 

The  chief  defense  lawyer.  Frank  Rubino,  said 
Noriega  would  appeal  the  conviction  on  numer- 
ous grounds,  including  his  illegal  seizure  during 


an  illegal  invasion:  his  status  as  a prisoner  of 
war;  his  status  as  head  of  a sovereign  state;  the 
government’s  freezing  of  his  financial  assets; 
the  electronic  “bugging"  of  his  confidential  tele- 
phone calls  to  his  lawyer  from  his  cell;  and  the 
prohibition  of  any  testimony  about  his  donkey 
work  for  the  CIA.  DEA  and  Defense  Depart- 
ment. Rubino  remarked  bitterly,  "The  United 
States  will  now  trample  across  the  entire  world, 
imposing  its  will  upon  so-called  independent, 
sovereign  nations.  Unless  leaders  of  foreign  gov- 
ernments are  willing  to  kneel  once  a day  and 
face  Washington  and  give  grace  to  George  Bush, 
they,  too,  may  be  in  the  same  posture  as  General 
Noriega." 

Noriega  faces  up  to  120  years  in  prison.  After 
the  July  10  sentencing  in  this  case,  he  will  go 
on  trial  in  Tampa  on  charges  of  smuggling  mar- 
ijuana into  the  U.S.  After  the  verdict  in  the 
Miami  trial,  federal  attorneys  were  guzzling 
champagne  and  joking  about  "flipping"  Noriega. 

continued  on  page  II 


General  Noriega  with  his  lawyer  Frank  Rubino,  who 
bitterly  remarked  that  foreign  leaders  who  don’t  kneel  to 
Washington  could  end  up  in  his  client's  shoes. 


“Tax  the  Rich”  Fakers  Back 
“Flat  Tax”  Jerry  Brown 


1199  hospital 
workers  leader 
Dennis  Rivera 
(left)  and 
Jerry  Brown. 


If  Bush  or  Pat  Buchanan  had  proposed 
something  like  this,  liberal  and  not-so- 
liberal  Democratic  politicos  would  have 
lashed  out  at  them  with  fake  outrage  for 
wanting  to  increase  taxes  on  the  poor. 
But  it  is  none  other  than  Jerry  Brown — 
current  spokesman  for  the  rad-lib  wing 
of  the  Democratic  Party — who  is  calling 
for  a flat-rate  tax  with  everyone  from  a 
black  teenager  working  at  McDonald’s 
to  Donald  Trump  paying  13  percent  of 
their  gross  income  to  Uncle  Sam.  Plus 
he  wants  an  additional  1 3 percent  across- 
the-board  value-added  tax  (VAT),  in 
effect  a national  sales  tax.  alongside  the 
existing  array  of  state  and  local  taxes. 

A new  (April  1992)  study  by  the  Con- 
gressional Budget  Office  estimates  that 
under  such  a scheme,  federal  taxes  on 
the  poorest  one-fifth  of  American  fami- 
lies would  more  than  triple,  increasing 
from  8 to  28  percent.  This  would  produce 
a fall  in  their  real  income  of  a whopping 
22  percent!  In  contrast,  the  taxes  of  the 
richest  fifth  would  fall  while  their 
income  would  rise. 

Last  year,  a slew  of  anti-Bush  liberals 
and  "progressive”  trade  unionists  were 
campaigning  on  a program  to  increase 
taxes  on  the  wealthy.  For  instance,  the 
New  York  City  labor  leadership  called 
an  April  30  march  of  tens  of  thousands 
in  which  the  most  prominent  slogan  was 
"tax  the  rich."  But  in  the  recent  New 
York  Democratic  presidential  primary. 
Brown  was  endorsed  by  CWA  phone 
workers  leader  Jan  Pierce,  transit  union 
chief  Sonny  Hall,  Teamster  Barry  Fein- 


stein  and  Mr.  “Tax  the  Rich”  himself,  1 199 
hospital  union  leader  Dennis  Rivera! 

Brown  is  running  a phony  populist 
campaign,  denouncing  the  powers  that 
be.  He’s  become  popular  among  lib- 
eral student  activists,  and  when  the 
AFL-ClO’s  protectionist  darling  Htirkin 
dropped  out.  Brown  tried  to  pick  up 
labor  support,  ostentatiously  wearing 
union  jackets.  He  spoke  to  a cheering 
Pennsylvania  state  labor  meeting  of 
"revolution"  and  the  "alliance"  of  "my 
family  and  labor."  Standing  on  the  steps 
of  the  federal  building,  across  from  the 
Wall  Street  stock  exchange.  Brown 
railed  that  "Capital  and  money  lenders 
and  the  greedy  elite  have  been  able  to 
subvert  the  democratic  process." 

Yet  Jerry  Brown’s  flat-rate  tax  scheme 
has  been  endorsed  by  that  authoritative 
mouthpiece  for  money  lenders  and  the 
greedy  elite,  the  Wall  Street  Journal, 
as  well  as  by  the  right-wing  business 
journal  Forbes,  self-described  “capitalist 
tool.”  Interestingly,  echoing  the  editors 
of  the  Journal  on  this  issue  is  the  paper’s 
token  radical  contributor,  Alexander 
Cockbum,  who  devoted  a 2 April  column 
(co-authored  by  academic  economist 
Robert  Pollin)  to  "Why  the  Left  Should 
Support  the  Flat  Tax.” 

Cockbum/Pollin  attempt  to  answer 
liberal  economist  Robert  Kuttner,  who 
pointed  out  that  under  Brown's  scheme 
working-class  families  would  no  longer 
be  able  to  deduct  thousands  of  dol- 
lars spent  for  medical  emergencies,  at  a 
time  when  company  medical  plans  are 


being  slashed  or  eliminated  outright. 
“Surely,"  they  blithely  argue,  “the  solu- 
tion to  families  facing  overwhelming 
medical  bills  is  not  a tax  deduction,  but 
national  health  insurance,  which  Mr. 
Brown  supports." 

Surely  the  worldly  Cockbum  is  aware 
that  arrayed  against  national  health  in- 
surance is  a capitalist  monopoly  far  more 
powerful  and  rapacious  than  anything 
ever  dreamed  of  by  Michael  Milken 
or  Carl  Icahn — the  American  Medical 
Association.  It  will  lake  red  revolution 
to  get  socialized  medicine  in  this  coun- 
try. And  surely  he  hasn't  forgotten 
the  massive  protests  a couple  of  years 
ago  against  another  “fiat  tax,”  Margaret 
Thatcher’s  hated  “poll  tax"  in  Britain. 

There  are  so  many  loopholes  in  the 
federal  tax  code  that  rich  people  often 
pay  a smaller  proportion  of  their  income 
than  working-class  families.  Still,  the 
federal  income  lax  is  mildly  “progres- 
sive"— i.e.,  the  wealthy  owners  of  capi- 
tal are  supposed  to  pay  a higher  per- 
centage of  their  income.  That’s  what  the 
“Reagan  revolution"  tried  to  roll  back. 
Even  more  flagrantly  than  Reaganomics. 
Brown’s  flat-rate  scheme  is  a frontal 
attack  on  the  very  principle  of  progres- 
sive taxation. 

And  more  regressive  still  is  a value- 
added  tax.  "Value  added"  is  the  differ- 
ence between  a firm’s  revenue  and  the 
cost  of  inputs  purchased  from  other 
firms — basically  its  own  labor  costs, 
depreciation  on  capital  assets  and  prof- 
its. A 13  percent  VAT  would  be  passed 
to  consumers  through  higher  prices  as  is 
now  the  case  in  Europe,  where  this  tax 
is  widely  used. 

Every  student  of  high  school  eco- 
nomics leams  that  sales  taxes  are  re- 
gressive: the  poorer  you  are,  the  larger 
proportion  of  your  income  is  taken  by 
this  particular  form  of  tax.  The  more 
affluent  people  are.  the  more  they  invest 
in  stocks,  bonds,  money-market  funds, 
etc.,  and  the  less  (proportionately)  they 
spend  on  goods  and  services  which  are 
taxed.  The  Congressional  Budget  Office 
study  noted  that  in  any  given  year  fam- 
ilies on  the  bottom  20  percent  of  the  eco- 
nomic scale  “spend  much  more  than  their 
annual  income,  financing  such  spending 
by  borrowing  or  selling  assets.  These 
families  would  pay  a significant  portion 


of  their  income  in  value-added  taxes." 

One  of  the  sharpest  radical  critics  of 
Brown’s  flat  tax  is  Doug  Henwood.  edi- 
tor of  the  Left  Business  Observer.  Its  10 
February  issue  also  exposed  the  sinister 
side  of  Governor  Moonbeam,  quoting 
extensively  from  Jerry  Brown:  The  Man 
on  the  White  Horse  by  J.D.  Lorenz,  who 
served  for  a time  as  state  employment 
director  when  Brown  was  California 
governor  in  the  1970s.  Lorenz  recalls  his 
boss  fantasizing:  "People  want  a dictator 
these  days,  a man  on  a white  horse. 
They’re  looking  for  a man  on  a white 
horse  to  ride  in  and  tell  them  what  to 
do.  A politician  can  do  anything  he  wants 
so  long  as  he  manipulates  the  right 
symbols." 

Once  the  governor  rhetorically  asked 
his  employment  director:  “Are  poor  kids 
really  hungry,  or  is  that  another  liberal 
myth?  I don’t  know  why  we  should  sub- 
sidize school  lunches.  Nobody  ever  gave 
me  a school  lunch  when  I was  a kid." 
Since  his  father  Pat  Brown  was  Cali- 
fornia state  attorney  general  and  then 
governor,  little  Jerry’s  school  lunches 
and  a lot  more  were  provided  from  the 
public  teat. 

Brown  Sr.  made  even  more  money 
as  a lobbyist  for  the  Indonesian  state- 
owned  oil  company,  Pertamina.  The 
Indonesian  military  dictatorship  came  to 
power  in  1965  in  a U.S. -backed  mas- 
sacre of  half  a million  Communists, 
workers  and  peasants.  The  Brown  family 
wealth,  which  is  now  helping  finance 
Junior’s  presidential  campaign,  is  liter- 
ally derived  from  the  blood  of  Indone- 
sia’s toiling  masses. 

While  many  radicals,  such  as  Doug 
Henwood,  view  increasing  taxes  on  the 
rich  as  the  key  to  ending  the  economic 
immiseration  of  American  working  peo- 
ple, we  have  pointed  out  that  such  a 
program  is  illusory  since  it  leaves  control 
over  production,  employment,  wages 
and  prices  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy 
owners  of  capital  (see  "U.S.  Economy 
Dead  in  the  Water."  WV  No.  541,  27 
December  1991).  Thus  it  is  no  accident 
that  various  left-liberals  like  Alexander 
Cockbum  and  "progressive”  labor  fakers 
like  Dennis  Rivera  who  seek  to  work 
within  the  confines  of  this  capitalist 
system  end  up  in  bed  with  the  likes  of 
"Flat  Tax"  Jerry  Brown.  ■ 


For  Revolutionary  Class  Struggle 

In  the  decade  before  World  War  l,  the 
Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  (IWW)  wrote 
a heroic  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  Ameri- 
can working  class,  pioneering  industrial 
unionism.  Many  of  the  founding  figures  of 
American  Communism,  such  as  James  P 
Cannon,  served  their  apprenticeship  in  the 
revolutionary  syndicalist  IWW  but  later  rec- 
ognized the  need  for  a Leninist  vanguard 
TROTSKY  party  to  lead  the  masses  of  workers  in  over-  LENIN 

turning  the  bourgeois  order.  The  preamble  to 
the  IWW  constitution,  despite  its  syndicalist  elements,  sets  forth  fundamental  principles 
which  must  govern  the  struggle  of  labor  against  capital. 

The  working  class  and  the  employing  class  have  nothing  in  common.  There  can  be 
no  peace  so  long  as  hunger  and  want  are  found  among  millions  of  working  people  and 
the  few,  who  make  up  the  employing  class,  have  all  the  good  things  of  life.... 

Between  these  two  classes  a struggle  must  go  on  until  the  workers  of  the  world 
organize  as  a class,  take  possession  of  the  earth  and  the  machinery  of  production  and 
abolish  the  wage  system. 

We  find  that  the  centering  of  management  of  industries  into  fewer  and  fewer  hands 
makes  the  trade  unions  unable  to  cope  with  the  ever-growing  power  of  the  employing 
class.... 

These  conditions  can  be  changed  and  the  interest  of  the  working  class  upheld  only 
by  an  organization  formed  in  such  a way  that  all  its  members  in  any  one  industry,  or 
in  all  industries  if  necessary,  cease  work  whenever  a strike  or  lockout  is  on  in  any 
department  thereof,  thus  making  an  injury  to  one  an  injury  to  all. 

Instead  of  the  conservative  motto,  “A  fair  day’s  wage  for  a fair  day’s  work,"  we 
must  inscribe  on  our  banner  the  revolutionary  watchword,  “Abolition  of  the  wage 
system.”  It  is  the  historic  mission  of  the  working  class  to  do  away  with  capitalism. 

— Constitution  of  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  (1905) 
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Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


NYC  Transit  Workers:  Rip  Up  the  Taylor  Law! 


Last  month,  transit  workers  threw  back  by  a two-to- 
one  margin  the  sellout  contract  that  Transport  Workers 
Union  Local  100  president  and  Democratic  Party  loy- 
alist Sonny  Hall  tried  to  foist  on  the  membership.  This 
massive  repudiation  of  the  TWU  tops  was  unprece- 
dented. Angry  transit  workers  are  now  asking,  what 
next? 

We  reprint  below  excerpts  from  a leaflet  by  the  Com- 
mittee for  a Fighting  TWU  presenting  a class-struggle 
program  to  win.  The  Committee  is  circulating  a petition 
to  convene  a mass  membership  meeting  "to  take  what- 
ever action  is  necessary  to  defend  our  jobs,  benefits 
and  working  conditions.”  The  "New  Directions"  group- 
ing, which  represents  a wing  of  the  Local  100  bureauc- 
racy. orients  instead  to  pressuring  the  Democrats. 

On  April  7,  primary  day.  New  Directions  called  a 
rally  outside  Governor  Cuomo’s  World  Trade  Center 
office.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  35,000  transit  workers 
have  been  without  a contract  for  a year,  their  banner 
and  main  chant  was  "no  contract,  no  peace."  This  is 
meant  to  hide  the  fact  that  these  junior  labor  fakers 
oppose  calling  for  a strike.  Yet  only  by  mobilizing  the 
union's  power  can  transit  workers  win  against  the  cut- 
back Democrats  who  are  squeezing  New  York  City  on 
behalf  of  Wall  Street  and  the  White  House. 


No  Contract — No  Work! 

Rip  Up  the  Taylor  Law! 

We  Voted  It  Down, 
Now  Let’s  Shut  It  Down! 

The  health  trust  arbitrator  is  threatening  to  drop  our 
supplemental  health  benefits.  That  means  working  in 
a deathtrap  every  day  without  full  medical  coverage. 
The  TA,  which  just  got  $292  million  from  the  federal 
government,  says  there's  not  a penny  more  for  us  and 
is  threatening  to  send  the  entire  contract  to  arbitration. 
This  is.  a direct  result  of  the  decision  by  Hall  and  New 
Directions  to  extend  the  contract  and  refuse  to  use  our 
power  and  strike.  Management's  playing  hardball  and 
it’s  about  time  we  do  the  same.  We  need  an  effective 
strike  led  by  a leadership  that  fights  to  win.  Smash  the 
Taylor  Law. ..no  fines  and  no  victimizations  or  we  don’t 
go  back. 

No  more  closed  door  meetings  and  back  room  deals 
to  sell  us  down  the  river!  We’ve  had  it  with  a leadership 
that  called  the  cops  on  us  to  keep  us  out  of  our  own 
union  hall.  We  need  an  immediate  mass  meeting  of  the 
entire  Local  100  membership  at  the  Garden  to  discuss 
the  issues,  decide  how  to  fight  and  win. 

There  is  a lot  of  hesitancy  about  a strike — nobody 
trusts  Sonny  Hall  to  be  a school  crossing  guard,  much 
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Transit  workers  demonstrate  outside  Governor 
Cuomo’s  World  Trade  Center  office,  April  7. 


less  a strike  leader.  Since  PATCO,  labor  has  been  taking 
a beating  because  housebroken  pro-Democratic  Party 
misleaders  knifed  militant  and  popular  labor  strikes 
like  Eastern  and  Greyhound,  turning  them  into  losing 
consumer  boycotts.  Now  Caterpillar  has  thrown  down 
the  gauntlet  to  the  UAW,  threatening  to  run  scabs  in 
and  run  union  men  and  women  out. 

Our  union  is  the  most  powerful  public  employees 
union  in  any  city  in  this  country.  New  York  City  is  the 
financial  capital  of  the  world.  The  stakes  are  big — Wall 
Street  wants  to  stick  it  to  us.  But  we  have  the  power — if 
we  use  it — to  tear  up  the  givebacks/cutbacks  with  a 
solid  strike  to  shut  down  New  York. 

The  Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU  stands  for: 

• A union-wide  elected  strike  committee  repre- 
senting every  shop,  gang,  depot,  and  terminal — and 
subject  to  instant  recall  if  it’s  not  doing  the  job.  No 
confidence  in  the  bosses’  courts  and  arbitrators.  No 
secret  negotiations — for  regular  mass  meetings. 

• Rip  up  the  Taylor  Law.  The  anti-labor  laws  can 
be  smashed  through  successful  class  struggle.  No 
judge’s  injunctions  can  get  Wall  Street  to  work  if  we 
don’t  move  the  trains  or  buses.  In  1966,  [TWU  leader 
Mike]  Quill  went  to  jail  for  refusing  to  call  off  our 
strike.  This  union  played  hardball  and  won  total 
amnesty  from  the  no-strike  law  penalties  and  a contract 


that  led  the  industry  in  wages  and  working  conditions. 

• Union  control  of  union  funds.  Abolish  the  dues 
check-off.  Having  the  TA  as  our  union  banker  ensures 
we  won’t  have  our  funds  when  we  need  them  most — as 
a war  chest  for  the  battle  against  the  TA  bosses.  Dues 
collection  by  elected  stewards  would  make  the  leader- 
ship accountable  to  the  membership  and  prepare  this 
union  for  combat. 

• Elected  safety  representatives  to  shut  down 
unsafe  work  on  the  spot.  The  TA  is  substituting  our 
blood  for  the  massive  funding  needed  to  rebuild  the 
subways.  We’ve  lost  lives  and  liberties  because  of  the 
TA's  deadly  neglect.  Defend  Robert  Ray — the  bosses’ 
scapegoat  for  the  Union  Square  deathtrap.  No  to  drug 
and  alcohol  testing.  Rehire  the  provisionals  and  mass 
hiring  to  repair  and  maintain  the  entire  system. 

• Equal  pay  and  benefits  for  equal  work.  Scrap 
the  tier  system — full  parity  at  the  highest  level  for  TA, 
MABSTOA  and  private  lines  workers.  Reduce  the  work 
week  to  30  hours  at  no  loss  in  pay.  Maternity  and 
paternity  leaves  and  free  24-hour  day  care. 

• Rip  out  the  turnstiles.  We  can  rally  riders  to  our 
side  by  demanding  free  mass  transit. 

• Real  labor  solidarity — in  strike  action!  Half  the 
unions  in  this  town  are  working  without  a contract. 
CUNY  students  face  tuition  hikes  and  cutbacks  that 
mean  a racist  purge  of  black,  Latin  and  working-class 
youth  from  their  only  shot  at  an  education.  Local  100 
can  lead  a powerful  working-class  fight  on  behalf  of 
all  labor  and  the  oppressed  in  New  York!  We  must 
appeal  to  NYC  workers  and  link  up  with  PATH,  LIRR, 
NJ  Transit,  and  Metro-North  to  strike  with  us.  We 
should  all  be  in  one  powerful  NY/NJ  transit  union. 

• Labor  defense  guards  to  stop  racist  attacks. 
Remember  Willie  Turks,  Yusuf  Hawkins,  Federico 
Pereira!  For  union-run  minority  recruitment  and  job- 
training  programs.  Down  with  racist  immigration  laws. 
Full  citizenship  rights  for  foreign-bom  workers. 

Disgusted  with  Sonny  Hall  & Co.,  a lot  of  workers 
are  looking  to  New  Directions  for  answers.  Even 
now,  New  Directions  opposes  organizing  for  a strike. 
That’s  why  they  talk  about  gimmicks  like  slowdowns 
three  months  from  now  at  the  Democratic  Party  con- 
vention. We  need  collective  union  action  now.  not 
impotent  atomized  slowdowns  which  risk  individual 
victimization. 

The  capitalists  are  bleeding  workers  and  the  poor  in 
New  York  to  feed  the  bankers.  And  they  will  do  it 
as  long  as  our  power  is  throttled  by  the  union  tops 
who  are  beholden  to  the  bosses’  parties.  We  need  a 
multiracial  workers  party  that  doesn’t  “respect"  the 
bosses’  rules,  a party  that  will  lead  a fight  for  a workers 
government  to  rip  the  wealth  out  of  the  bosses’  hands 
and  create  a society  where  those  who  labor  rule. 


Safeway,  Blue  Diamond — Teamsters 
Must  Fight  Union-Busting  Drive! 


OAKLAND,  April  13 — Safeway,  one  of  the  country’s 
largest  supermarket  chains,  is  out  to  break  the  Team- 
sters union  in  their  Northern  California  warehouse  dis- 
tribution network.  On  May  1,  Safeway  plans  to  close 
its  Richmond  and  Fremont  warehouses  and  open  a new 
$ 125-million  non-union  facility  in  Tracy,  50  miles  east 
of  Oakland.  Safeway  has  hired  Specialized  Distribution 
Management  Inc.  (SDMI)  to  manage  the  new  facility. 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad  used  this  same  scam  on  long- 
shore union  members  in  their  container  transfer  yard 
outside  Los  Angeles  (see  WV  No.  544,  7 February). 
SDMI  is  threatening  to  operate  with  scabs  rather  than 
transfer  the  800  workers,  if  the  union  does  not  accept 
its  latest  offer. 

Teamster  warehousemen  and  drivers  voted  Sunday 
by  425  to  10  to  reject  what  SDMI  president  George 
Crum  called  the  company's  “LAST  AND  FINAL 
OFFER."  At  the  last  minute  SDMI  agreed  to  "offer 
employment"  to  the  existing  workforce,  but  Safeway 
workers,  many  with  15  to  20  years  seniority,  would 
essentially  be  starting  over  as  new  hires.  The  proposed 
five-year  pact  has  a draconian  no-strike  clause,  saying 
workers  must  “not  refuse  to  cross  a picket  line"  and 
forbids  “handbilling,  boycotts"  and  even  “adverse  pub- 
licity”! Sick  benefits  and  holidays  would  be  slashed, 
a seven-tier  wage  scale  imposed  and  drivers’  pay  tied 
to  mileage. 

Meanwhile,  some  7,000  Michigan  clerks,  cashiers 
and  meatcutters  are  in  a make-or-break  battle  against 
Kroger’s,  the  nation’s  largest  supermarket  chain,  which 


takes  in  $21  billion  a year.  Management  is  already 
hiring  scabs.  Teamsters  must  honor  the  lines  and  choke 
off  Kroger’s  deliveries! 

Safeway ’s  plans  have  been  known  for  years,  and 
now  the  new  facility  is  built  and  stocking  goods.  The 
Teamster  bureaucrats'  failure  to  counter  Safeway 's 
stalling  and  foot-dragging  has  cost  the  union  valuable 
time.  Now  they’re  substituting  impotent  consumer  boy- 
cotts and  useless  Congressional  hearings  for  picket 
lines.  United  strike  action  by  Teamsters,  Retail  Clerks, 
butchers  and  other  unions  at  Safeway  could  spike  this 
union-busting  attempt  in  a hurry.  Mass  pickets  should 
shut  down  the  Tracy  operation  tight  until  all  present 
warehousemen  and  drivers  are  hired  with  seniority 
rights,  wages  and  benefits  preserved. 

The  consumer  boycott  diversion  is  being  used  to 
cover  the  bureaucrats’  abandonment  of  500  members 
of  Teamster  Local  601  striking  the  Blue  Diamond 
Walnut  processing  plant  in  Stockton.  The  workers,  who 
process  50  percent  of  the  world’s  walnuts,  are  two- 
thirds  minority  women.  For  them,  a union  cannery  job 
is  the  way  out  of  the  backbreaking,  brutal  life  of  a 
migrant  worker. 

In  1985  the  company  slashed  base  wages  45  percent, 
with  seasonal  employees  making  as  little  as  $4.25  per 
hour  and  full-timers  making  up  to  $7.65  per  hour, 
according  to  Local  601  business  agent  Barbara  George. 
Now  Blue  Diamond  is  insisting  on  co-payments  for 
health  benefits  and  fighting  union  demands  to  return 
to  pre-1985  wage  levels. 


Three  hundred  scabs  have  been  brought  in  to  "per- 
manently replace”  the  workers  in  the  processing  plant. 
Unionization  for  cannery  workers  in  California’s  Cen- 
tral Valley  is  threatened  by  this  union-busting  assault. 
But  the  strikers  are  determined  to  win.  Early  in  the 
canning  season,  strikers  went  to  the  Oakland  docks  to 
picket  a container  of  Blue  Diamond  walnuts.  Long- 
shoremen honored  their  line,  but  the  container  was 
loaded  elsewhere. 

Instead  of  calling  on  dock  workers  and  Teamsters 
up  and  down  the  coast  to  hot  cargo  Blue  Diamond 
products,  the  Teamster  tops  launched  a consumer  boy- 
cott centered  on  appeals  to  corporate  giants  like  General 
Foods.  Rather  than  calling  for  mass  picketing  to  keep 
scabs  out  and  shut  down  the  Stockton  plant,  the 
bureaucracy  has  treacherously  insisted  the  ranks  obey 
an  injunction  limiting  pickets  to  four  to  a gate.  This 
is  the  kind  of  sabotage  that  repeatedly  undercut  the 
courageous  18-month  strike  by  women  cannery  work- 
ers in  Watsonville  in  1986-87.  Now  Pillsbury /Green 
Giant  has  moved  its  Watsonville  operation  to  central 
Mexico.  Union  jobs  in  the  area  have  been  decimated 
with  an  impact  worse  than  the  earthquake. 

Various  fake-lefts  trumpet  the  Justice  Department- 
run  election  of  Teamster  president  Ron  Carey  as  a "rev- 
olution" and  prattle  about  the  “new"  Teamsters.  But 
when  it  comes  to  putting  labor’s  muscle  on  the  line 
against  the  bosses  and  their  government,  the  "new” 
Teamsters  are  indistinguishable  from  the  "old.”  The 
election  Carey  won  was  a government  operation  aided 
by  the  Teamsters  for  a Democratic  Union.  The  survival 
of  the  labor  movement  depends  on  breaking  the  pro- 
capitalist bureaucrats'  grip.  This  requires  building  a 
workers  party  committed  to  the  fight  for  socialist  rev- 
olution internationally.  ■ 
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Workers  League 
Vile  Provocation 


The  murder  of  our  comrade  Martha 
Phillips  in  Moscow  has  drawn  the  sinis- 
ter attention  of  David  North's  Workers 
League  and  other  denizens  of  his  self- 
styled  "International  Committee  of  the 
Fourth  International." 

For  more  than  20  years  this  outfit  has 
variously  described  the  Spartacists  as 
“racist"  and  “fascist,”  the  “main  spokes- 
man for  the  national  interests  of  the 
American  bourgeoisie,"  “provocateurs  in 
the  service  of  Stalinism,"  "the  finger- 
man  for  the  world  capitalists."  "Finger 
Man  for  the  FBI"  and  generally  as 
the  most  decadent  and  unregenerate, 
“politically  diseased"  elements,  moti- 
vated by  "hatred  of  the  working  class." 
Why  would  they  care  what  happens  to 
our  comrades?  Yet  twice  in  the  space 
of  four  weeks  the  Workers  League's 
Bulletin  has  carried  articles  dealing  with 
the  death  of  our  comrade. 

Their  28  February  issue  cites  the 
"disturbing  report"  in  Workers  Vanguard 
(No.  545,  21  February)  of  Martha’s  mur- 
der. They  shed  a few  crocodile  tears, 
although  everyone  who  knows  the  Work- 
ers League  knows  full  well  that  they 
would  gleefully  break  open  a bottle  of 
champagne  over  news  of  an  SL  leader’s 
death.  There  soon  follows  a long  list  of 
dark  and  insinuating  “questions"  and 
innuendos  about  “sketchy"  accounts  of 
the  murder,  "hastily”  organized  memo- 
rial meetings,  a “highly  unusual"  lack  of 
any  reports  on  the  murder  in  the  Moscow 
or  U.S.  press.  The  article  asks  darkly, 
"Could  the  killers  have  been  known 
to  Phillips?"  Even  more  explicitly,  a 
second  installment  on  “The  Murder  of 
Martha  Phillips"  ( Bulletin . 27  March) 
talks  of  “the  unavoidable  inference  that 
Spartacist  has  something  to  hide." 

For  Martha’s  comrades,  the  agony  of 
her  brutal  and  untimely  death  has  been 
compounded  by  the  fact  that  we  still  do 
not  know  who  murdered  her.  Describing 
in  the  obituary  the  circumstances  of  the 
discovery  of  Martha’s  body  on  the  morn- 
ing of  February  9,  we  said: 

“At  the  present  time,  the  possibility  can- 
not be  ruled  out  that  this  hideous  crime 
may  have  been  politically  motivated.  The 
Moscow  militia  is  carrying  out  an  inves- 
tigation in  which  our  friends  and  sup- 
porters in  Moscow  are  cooperating." 

Two  weeks  later,  after  we  had  managed 
with  great  difficulty  to  get  some  fur- 
ther details  from  the  militia  investiga- 
tion, this  was  reported  to  a memorial 
meeting  by  SL/U.S.  National  Chairman 
James  Robertson.  Laying  out  the  range 
of  potential  suspects,  comrade  Robert- 
son concluded: 

"I  do  not  have  any  basis  now  to  spec- 
ulate. It  could  have  been  somebody 
within  our  milieu  for  personal  or  pro- 


vocateur reasons.  We've  had  altercations 
with  Pamyat.  The  Kuzbass  region  inde- 
pendent mine  workers  union  is  run 
straight  out  of  Washington  by  a Russian 
fascist  and  the  CIA;  we  intervened  and 
got  in  their  way.  There  are  many  other 
possibilities.  Moscow  is  hardly  New 
York — that  is,  you  don't  get  knifed  in 
the  street  in  Moscow,  although  increas- 
ingly with  impoverishment  you  can  get 
robbed.  But  this  was  not  that  kind  of 
murder  at  all.  And  the  plain  truth  is,  we 
do  not  know." 

North  & Co.  talk  as  though  they  do 
know  more,  or  pretend  to,  claiming  to 
find  in  our  straightforward  statement 
the  “smell  of  political  coverup."  They 
demand  a "public  accounting  of  the 
’milieu’’’  in  which  we  intervene  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  reports  of  which  appear 


regularly  in  Workers  Vanguard.  These 
virulent  Stalinophobes  point  an  accusing 
finger  at  the  “political  swamp  of  disin- 
tegrating Soviet  Stalinism,”  with  which 
they  attempt  to  put  us  in  league.  They 
find  it  expedient,  to  say  the  least,  to 
ignore  other  suspects,  such  as  the  numer- 
ous "assets"  of  the  CIA  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  or  even  the  possibility  of  a simple 
criminal  act. 

The  Bulletin  remarks  that  the  WV  obit- 
uary has  "no  suggestion  in  the  headline 
that  Phillips  was  the  victim  of  murder.” 
Perhaps  they  will  next  denounce  Trotsky 
for  titling  his  obituary  of  his  slain  son, 
“Leon  Sedov — Son,  Friend,  Fighter." 
And  maybe  they  will  go  after  Trotsky’s 
article  as  well  for  the  fact  that  "the  first 
mention  of  murder  as  the  cause  of  death 
comes  more  than  three-quarters  of  the 
way  into  the  article.” 

They  cynically  pick  up  on  a call  for 


a “commission  of  inquiry"  raised  in  a 
very  powerful  letter  of  solidarity  by  a 
sympathizer  of  our  organization  (see  WV 
No.  546,  6 March).  They  even  cite  Trot- 
sky as  a precedent.  Yet  the  Dewey 
Commission  was  convened  not  to  deter- 
mine that  it  was  Stalin  who  murdered 
Left  Oppositionists  in  the  1930s.  but 
to  clear  Trotsky's  name  from  the  lies 
heaped  on  him  by  Stalin's  infamous 
Moscow  Trials. 

As  we  wrote  in  reply  to  our  supporter, 
"unlike  in  Stalin’s  time,  today  it  is  not 
an  easy  task  to  identify  the  culprit(s).” 
The  Workers  League  claims  this  state- 
ment is  "so  specious  and  flimsy  that  it 
invites  suspicion."  What  "invites  suspi- 
cion" is  that  the  Bulletin  editors  willfully 


ignore  the  many  sinister  and  deadly 
forces  we  pointed  to  as  potential  sus- 
pects. We  observed  that  “within  the 
decomposing  bureaucracy,  several  of  its 
wings"  could  be  implicated,  but  “equally 
there  are  those  with  considerable  invest- 
ment in  Yeltsin  or  ties  to  Yeltsin,"  as 
well  as  smaller  forces  who  “may  have 
seen  our  activities  as  a direct  road- 
block to  their  aspirations."  The  Workers 
League  certainly  fits  in  this  last  category. 
Far  from  demanding  a commission  of 
inquiry,  they  should  be  worried  about 
what  an  inquiry  might  reveal! 

What  do  they  really  want,  these  people 
who  have  for  years  treated  the  Sparta- 
cists as  deserving  nothing  more  than  to 
be  shot  down  like  mad  dogs?  They  want 
to  seize  on  a tragedy  which  has  struck 
our  organization,  and  use  that  tragedy  to 
hurt  the  Spartacist  League. 

The  SL  has  earned  a reputation  for 
telling  the  truth,  no  matter  how  bitter, 
just  as  the  rules  of  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International  instruct  us,  from  warning 
against  Soiidamosc  counterrevolution 
back  in  1981,  when  the  bulk  of  the  left 
(and  the  Workers  League)  was  cheer- 
ing it  on,  to  correcting  errors  in  our 
press.  We  stand  on  our  record,  making 
available  the  indexed  bound  volumes  of 
Workers  Vanguard  and  Spartacist  dating 
back  to  our  first  issue. 

We  tell  our  readers  the  truth,  as  it  is 
known  to  us,  when  it  is  known  to  us. 
And  when  we  don’t  know,  we  say  that 
too. 

The  Northites.  on  the  other  hand, 
specialize  in  the  arts  of  fabrication, 
innuendo  and  anti-communist  smear 
designed  to  bring  forces  far  more  pow- 
erful than  their  own  down  on  those 
whom  they  target.  In  short,  they  are 


an  organization  devoted  to  committing 
provocations  against  the  left.  And  they 
go  after  the  SL  not  least  because  they 
see  in  us  all-purpose  surrogates  for  their 
anti-Soviet  venom. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  they  have 
expressed  a macabre  interest  in  our 
dead.  Following  the  suicide  of  one  of 
our  cadres  two  years  ago.  the  Northites 
raised  this  in  an  article  on  the  New  York 
Daily  News  strike,  as  they  tried  to  weasel 
out  of  our  exposure  that  the  Bulletin  is 
published  by  non-union  labor.  Several 
months  later,  they  seized  on  the  untimely 
death  of  another  comrade  from  cancer 
to  twist  their  gruesome  knife  again. 

Take  this  ghoulish  mindset,  add  the 
mercenary  appetites  of  a poison  pen  for 
hire,  and  that  gives  you  a rough  approx- 
imation of  the  North  gang.  In  exchange 
for  petrodollars,  the  IC  under  North’s 
British  mentor  Gerry  Healy  served  as 
press  agents  for  anti-Communist  repres- 
sion by  Near  East  dictators.  They  are 
notorious  for  assisting  the  bourgeois 
state  in  persecuting  working-class  mili- 
tants. from  the  Healyites’  smear  of  Brit- 
ish miners  leader  Arthur  Scargill  to 
North’s  campaign  to  imprison  American 
SWP  trade-union  activist  Mark  Curtis. 

In  November  1990,  they  seized  on  the 
attempted  assassination  of  German  SPD 
leader  Oskar  Lafontaine  to  go  after 
our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist  Workers 
Party  of  Germany  (SpAD),  the  only 
organization  to  unambiguously  oppose 
the  imperialist  annexation  of  the  DDR 
(East  Germany).  In  a vicious  smear, 
whose  only  purpose  could  be  to  set  us 
up  as  would-be  "terrorists"  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Fourth  Reich’s  agencies  of  repres- 
sion, the  German  Northite  BSA  vitu- 
perated that  “The  hysterical  language 
of  the  SpAD  is  directed  at  people 
who  are  in  a mental  state  similar  to  that 
of  the  schizophrenic  would-be  assassin 
of  Lafontaine." 

For  years,  the  Workers  League  has 
been  out  to  get  us.  Now  they  seek  to 
use  the  tragic  murder  of  our  comrade 
who  died  at  her  post,  fighting  to 
defeat  counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  for  another  of  their  insidious 
“campaigns.”  Whose  interests  does  the 
Workers  League  serve? 

Poisoned  Pens  for  Hire 

The  “International  Committee"  has  a 
well-known  history  as  a mercenary 
outfit.  This  is  a matter  of  public  record. 
By  their  own  later  admission.  Healy ’s 
IC  received  at  least  well  over  £1  million 
(over  $2  million  at  the  time)  from  a vari- 
ety of  Near  East  sheiks  and  bonapartist 
butchers  over  a period  of  years  begin- 
ning in  the  mid-1970s  (see  “Northite 
Blood  Money."  WV  No.  523,  29  March 
1991).  And  this  really  was  for  services 
rendered. 

Beginning  with  a 1976  deal  with  the 
Libyan  government  for  £50,000  with 
which  to  buy  a four-color  web  offset 
printing  press,  according  to  an  IC  Con- 
trol Commission  report,  the  IC  received 
more  than  a half  million  pounds  from 
the  Qaddafi  regime  over  the  years. 
Among  the  services  this  money  bought 
was  turning  Healyite  publications  into 
hagiographic  press  agents  for  the  Libyan 
strongman,  as  well  as  supplying  names 
of  and  intelligence  on  prominent  "Zion- 
ists" in  “finance,  politics,  business,  the 
communications  media  and  elsewhere." 

Another  £20,000 — and  this  figure  can 
only  be  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,  given  that 
the  "investigation"  was  carried  out  by 
the  guilty  parties  themselves — came 
from  Saddam  Hussein.  In  exchange,  the 
IC  hailed  the  execution  of  21  Iraqi 
Communist  Party  members  in  1978. 
They  not  only  whitewashed  the  Ba’athist 
regime’s  anti-Communist  terror,  they 
actively  assisted  it.  Healyite  provoca- 
teurs spied  on  anti-Saddam  demonstra- 
tions in  Britain,  taking  pictures  of  Iraqi 
leftists  and  turning  them  over  to  the 
Ba'athist  regime. 

North  points  to  the  IC  "control  com- 
mission" to  claim  innocence,  protesting 
the  WL  never  got  any  of  the  loot.  But 
the  entire  IC  carried  out  the  political 
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How  the  SWP  Tried  to  Dupe  the  Labor  Movement 

The  Mark  Curtis  Hoax 


'SS.. Part  One:  The  SWP  Invents  a “ Frame-Up ” 


Workers  League's 
Bulletin  helped 
bourgeois  state  to 
railroad  SWP 
trade  unionist 
Mark  Curtis,  seen 
here  after  vicious 
beating  by  police. 


services  required  for  this  money  over 
a whole  period,  and  the  fact  that  the 
Healyites  were  on  the  take  was  obvious 
to  anyone  who  looked.  In  1977  we 
ran  an  article,  “Healyites,  Messengers 
of  Qaddafi,"  concluding  that  “even  a 
cursory  look"  at  the  IC’s  “year-long 
pandering  to  the  oil-rich  Qaddafi  forces 
the  observation  that  there  is  indeed 
something  very  rotten  in  the  state  of 
Denmark.” 

Three  years  later,  Sean  Matgamna, 
editor  of  the  British  Socialist  Organiser, 
was  dragged  by  Healy  into  Her  Majesty’s 
courts  on  libel  charges.  But  the  one 
charge  that  Matgamna  raised  which 
Healy  didn't  contest  was  the  central 
one,  that  the  Healyites  must  have  been 
subsidized  by  “one  or  more  Arab  gov- 
ernments." In  1985,  when  Healy  was 
deposed  by  his  lieutenants,  the  accusa- 
tions of  taking  blood  money  from  Arab 
bourgeois  regimes  became  a big  scandal 
in  the  IC.  Why?  Because  by  then  the 
flow  of  money  had  dried  up.  When 
it  was  coming  in,  nobody  complained 
(see  “Healyism  Implodes.”  Spartacist 
No.  36-37,  Winter  1985-86). 

More  than  20  years  ago,  we  char- 
acterized the  Healyites  as  unsavory 
"political  bandits”  whose  positions  were 
tailored  to  their  own  opportunistic  ad- 
vantage. As  they  continued  to  degener- 
ate, their  ostensible  politics,  like  their 
cheering  for  a mythical  bourgeois  "Arab 
Revolution."  became  a front — basically 


dependent  on  who  they  were  working 
for  at  any  given  time.  The  petrodollar 
connection  was  only  one  of  their  con- 
tracts. In  Australia  they  took  money 
to  print  a Vietnamese  rightist  emigre 
newspaper,  the  Bell  of  Saigon,  which 
called  on  its  fascist  supporters  to  “exter- 
minate” communists.  Even  when  it  isn’t 
exactly  clear  in  whose  employ  they  are 
at  a given  moment,  like  out-of-work  gun- 
slingers in  the  Old  West  they  have  con- 
tinued to  do  their  dirty  work  with  the 
aim  of  serving  somebody. 

In  the  early  1970s,  the  Healyites  began 
a decades-long  vendetta  against  the 
reformist  SWP  entitled  “Security  and  the 
Fourth  International."  Resuscitating  the 
vile  Stalinist  slander  that  Trotsky  had 
been  killed  by  “one  of  his  own."  the 
Healyites  tried  to  smear  the  entire  SWP 
leadership — especially  Trotsky’s  secre- 
tary Joseph  Hansen — as  “FBI  and  KGB 
agents"  and  "accomplices”  in  the  murder 
of  Leon  Trotsky.  This  slander,  of  course, 
also  implicated  SWP  leader  James  P. 
Cannon  and  Trotsky  himself.  David 
North  cut  his  teeth  on  that  campaign. 

The  Workers  League’s  modus  oper- 
andi in  order  to  get  left-wing  opponents 
is  to  place  themselves  at  the  service  of 
larger  forces  hostile  to  revolutionaries. 
In  1971,  at  a time  when  the  bourgeoisie 
worried  over  growing  radicalization.  the 
SWP  decided  it  was  time  to  draw  a blood 
line  in  the  “antiwar  movement."  At  a 
meeting  of  the  SWP’s  “National  Peace 
Action  Coalition,"  a popular  front  includ- 
ing prominent  Democratic  Party  politi- 
cians, the  WL  rushed  to  join  in  a vicious 
thug  attack  led  by  SWP  goons  against 
Progressive  Labor  and  the  Spartacist 
League  when  we  protested  the  presence 
of  Senator  Vance  Hartke  on  the  podium. 
And  here  they  were  acting  as  guard  dogs 
for  the  same  SWP  which  they  now  claim 


has  been  an  FBI-controlled  organization 
for  decades.  Within  their  own  demented 
framework,  what  would  that  make  the 
Workers  League? 

True  to  form,  the  main  vehicle  North 
& Co.  have  used  in  pursuing  their  ven- 
detta against  the  SWP  is  the  capitalist 
courts — appealing  to  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment to  determine  that  the  SWP  is  an 
organization  of  “government  agents”!  In 
1979,  when  the  SWP  was  engaged  in  a 
lawsuit  against  the  FBI’s  COINTELPRO 
infiltration,  the  Northites — using  WL 
tool  Alan  Gelfand — took  the  SWP  to 
court  in  order  to  force  it  to  hand  over 
Political  Committee  minutes. 

Four  years  ago,  the  “Workers”  League 
launched  a big  international  campaign 
with  the  aim  of  sending  SWPer  Mark 


Curtis  to  prison  (see  “The  Workers 
League  and  Mark  Curtis,”  WV  No.  480, 
23  June  1989).  Curtis  was  an  Iowa  trade 
unionist  who  was  getting  in  the  way  of 
the  Swift  Packing  Co.  He  is  currently 
serving  a 25-year  prison  term  after  being 
railroaded  on  charges  of  burglary  and 
sexual  abuse.  Whole  paragraphs  of  the 
prosecutor’s  summation  at  the  trial  that 
put  Curtis  behind  bars  were  taken  almost 
word  for  word  from  what  the  Bulletin 
had  written  a month  earlier!  As  the 
headline  of  a subsequent  WV  article  said, 
"Why  Should  Anyone  Believe  David 
North?” 

What  “Milieu”  Does  North 
Work  In? 

And  that  brings  us  back  to  the  North- 
ites’ grotesque  insinuations  concerning 
the  murder  of  Martha  Phillips  in  Mos- 
cow. We  have  sought  to  marshal  what- 
ever resources  we  can  to  press  Moscow 
authorities  to  pursue  all  possible  avenues 
of  investigation  with  vigor  and  rigorous- 
ness. And  we  are  taking  other  measures. 
Particularly  given  the  chaos  of  the  dis- 
integrating Soviet  Union  since  Yeltsin’s 
pro-imperialist  countercoup  last  August, 
pursuing  this  investigation  is  fraught 
with  difficulty.  This  is  compounded  by 
the  fact  that  Martha  was  a Trotskyist,  a 
Jew  and  an  outspoken  public  opponent 
of  Yeltsin  counterrevolution.  As  we’ve 
said,  at  this  point  we  have  no  way  of 
knowing  who  killed  our  comrade  and  are 
in  no  position  to  exclude  any  possibility. 

But  as  noted  above,  the  Workers 
League  has  been  quick  to  exclude  certain 
possibilities,  notably  those  connected  to 
the  CIA  and  the  Yeltsinites.  Why  might 
that  be?  From  opposing  Soviet  interven- 
tion against  CIA-financed  Islamic  fun- 
damentalists in  Afghanistan  to  hailing 
CIA-sponsored  Solidamosc  in  Poland, 


the  Healy/Northites  have  been  found  on 
any  side  fighting  against  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Thus  in  Britain,  when  anti-Communist 
"Iron  Lady”  Margaret  Thatcher  was 
gearing  up  for  a bloody  showdown  with 
the  powerful  National  Union  of  Mine- 
workers,  the  Healyites  put  their  support 
for  Solidamosc  into  service  for  the 
union-busting  cabal.  On  the  eve  of  the 
heroic  1984-85  miners  strike.  Healy’s 
press  made  a big  play  of  scandalizing 
NUM  leader  Arthur  Scargill  for  oppos- 
ing Solidamosc  as  "anti-socialist.”  The 
scurrilous  anti-Communist  campaign 
was  instantly  picked  up  by  the  Labour 
Party/Trades  Union  Congress  right  wing 
and  the  Fleet  Street  tabloids  with  the  aim 
of  isolating  the  miners  union  and  trying 
to  crush  it. 

A few  years  later,  the  American  AFL- 
CIO’s  International  Department  (widely 
known  as  the  “AFL-CIA”)  sought  to  put 
together  a new  Solidamosc  by  creating 
a layer  of  pro-imperialist  "free  trade 
unionists"  in  the  Soviet  Union.  To  this 
end,  they  tried  to  get  the  so-called 
Independent  Union  of  Miners  (NPG)  to 
endorse  slanders  that  Scargill  had  pock- 
eted contributions  by  Soviet  miners  to 
the  British  miners  strike.  Our  comrades’ 
intervention  into  the  founding  confer- 
ence of  the  NPG  in  the  Donbass  in  1990 
put  a spike  in  this  disinformation  cam- 
paign. We  gored  the  ox  of  these  CIA- 
connected  elements,  and  they  have  good 
cause  to  hate  us. 

Currently,  the  Northites  are  engaged 
in  a fund  drive  for  "aid  to  the  Vorkuta 
miners,”  who  however  are  not  presently 
engaged  in  any  particular  struggle.  This 
was  launched  at  a November  Berlin 
meeting  of  North’s  “IC,"  supposedly  on 
the  basis  of  an  appeal  from  the  miners. 
Yet  the  appeal  has  not  been  published. 
Could  this  be  related  to  the  fact  that  a 
few  months  earlier  the  AFL-CIO  set  up 
a “relief  fund"  for  Soviet  miners?  This 
was  reported  in  an  article  on  Boris  Yel- 
tsin’s visit  to  AFL-CIO  headquarters, 
where  he  was  hailed  for  his  “commit- 
ment to  free  unions."  Interestingly,  the 
article  talks  of  the  “plight  of  the  Soviet 
miners,  who  first  struck  in  November 
1989  in  Vorkuta”  {AFL-CIO  News,  24 
June  1991). 

Now  this  is  curious  indeed,  for  the 


Soviet  miners  struck  massively  across 
the  country  in  the  summer  of  1989.  The 
later  Vorkuta  strike,  however,  was  the 
first  to  openly  raise  anti-Communist 
demands.  The  WL’s  Bulletin  (8  Decem- 
ber 1989)  publicized  an  appeal  by  the 
"Vorkuta  Workers’  (Strike)  Committee," 
which  included  a demand  for  the 
"complete  cutoff  of  the  financial  and 
economic  help  to  the  fraternal  totalitar- 
ian regimes" — i.e.,  Cuba,  Vietnam,  etc. 
In  introducing  this  appeal,  the  Bulletin 
explained  that  it  had  been  "transmitted 
by  telephone  from  Vorkuta  to  Leningrad 
and  published  there  by  the  Democratic 
Union  Party.”  The  Democratic  Union  is 
a pro-Westem,  anti-Communist  outfit 
which  has  been  financed  by  the  Ameri- 
can government  through  the  notorious 
conduit  of  the  "National  Endowment  for 
Democracy"! 

One  of  the  leaders  of  the  Vorkuta  min- 
ers is  Nikolai  Terokhin,  who  railed  that 
"The  Cubans  receive  this  money  out  of 
our  pockets  and  practically  flip  out  under 
their  beautiful  sun"  {la:.  18  November 
1989).  This  same  Terokhin.  along  with 
another  Vorkuta  miner,  Sergei  Maso- 
lovich,  were  brought  to  Britain  in  June 
1990  by  the  fascistic  NTS.  which  has 
been  financed  for  decades  by  Western 
intelligence  agencies.  There  they  ad- 
dressed the  scab  "Union  of  Democratic 
Miners"  which  was  set  up  to  destroy 
Arthur  Scargill’s  NUM.  These  two  are 
also  sponsored  proteges  of  AFL-CIO 
leader  Lane  Kirkland,  who  have  been 
highlighted  in  the  pages  of  that  other 
Bulletin , published  by  the  AFL-CIO 
“Department  of  International  Affairs."  Is 
this  the  “milieu"  that  North  & Co.  have 
been  working?  What’s  in  it  for  them,  we 
wonder,  and  does  it  have  anything  to 
do  with  their  interest  in  the  murder  of 
our  comrade? 

Hate  the  Soviet  Union,  Hate 
the  Spartacist  League 

If  there  has  been  one  political  constant 
to  North’s  organization  for  the  past  cou- 
ple of  decades,  it  has  been  unadulterated 
anti-Sovietism.  This  is  “theoretically” 
justified  with  the  description  of  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  as  “counterrevolution- 
ary through  and  through” — which  flatly 
denies  Trotsky’s  understanding  of  the 
continued  on  page  8 
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Young  Spartacus 


Down  with  the  Confederate  Flag  of  Slavery! 


Southern  Schools  Ban  Malcolm  X 


Black  students  in  the  Old  South  have 
been  besieged  by  "in  your  face"  racists 
insisting  on  their  "right"  to  wave  the 
Confederate  flag  of  slavery  in  public 
schools.  In  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  white  racist  students  have 
joined  forces  with  hooded  Klansmen  and 
swastika-tattooed  skinheads  in  school 
boycotts,  walkouts  and  racist  rallies 
demanding  the  right  to  carry  or  wear  this 
flag  in  public  schools.  Underscoring  the 
precarious  position  of  blacks  in  the  so- 
called  "New  South,"  public  school 
boards  and  principals  have  responded  to 
this  resurgent  racism  by  politely  labeling 
it  "racial  tension”  and  slapping  black 
youth  back  down  in  their  place  to 
appease  the  race-haters. 

In  public  schools  across  the  South, 
black  students  have  been  banned  from 
wearing  the  popular  “X”  hats  or  any 
T-shirt  bearing  an  image  or  quotation 
from  Malcolm  X,  the  militant  spokesman 
for  black  self-defense  against  racist 
attacks.  At  suburban  Atlanta’s  Peachtree 
Jr.  High  (which  banned  Malcolm  X 
clothing  on  the  eve  of  February,  Black 
History  Month)  a student  who  thought 
it  was  OK  to  wear  a shirt  bearing  the 
likeness  of  the  accommodationist  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  was  harassed  and  humil- 
iated by  school  authorities  and  forced  to 
wear  his  clothing  inside  out  all  day.  And 
it  doesn’t  stop  there... the  principal  is 
even  on  the  prowl  for  “Black  Bart"! 

Dimwitted  school  principals  argue 
that  banning  fascist  regalia  and  Mal- 
colm X T-shirts  is  just  an  evenhanded 
dress  code  against  "message  clothing." 
But  to  equate  the  youthful  expression  of 
black  pride,  by  an  oppressed  minority  in 
a white  racist  society,  with  the  bloody 
banner  of  white  supremacy  is  an  outrage. 
The  Confederate  flag  is  a call  to  arms 
for  murderous  thugs  North  and  South.  It 
represents  a program  of  racist  terror  for 
those  who  want  to  live  in  the  kind  of 


society  we'd  have  if  the  South  had  won 
the  Civil  War.  The  Confederate  flag  has 
nothing  to  do  with  "freedom  of  expres- 
sion"— it  is  the  battle  flag  for  fascist  vio- 
lence. and  it  is  increasingly  brandished 
as  black  rights  are  rolled  back  and  as 
the  fascist  vermin  grow  in  the  decay  of 
this  bankrupt  capitalist  economy. 

Last  April,  Ku  Klux  Klansmen  from 
across  Georgia  targeted  a suburban 
Atlanta  school,  Newton  County  High, 
for  recruitment  to  their  fascist  ranks. 
Alleging  "bias"  in  favor  of  blacks,  some 
30  white  students  in  KKK  T-shirts 
walked  out  to  join  a Klan  rally  outside 
the  school.  Protected  by  agents  of  the 
notoriously  racist  Georgia  Bureau  of 
Investigation  and  sheriff’s  deputies,  the 
Imperial  Wizard  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  whipped  up  the  white- 
supremacists  to  a racist  frenzy  over  the 
selection  of  a black  student  as  school 
valedictorian.  Emboldened  by  the  right- 
wing  climate  in  this  country,  the  KKK 
presented  formal  demands  that  a Klans- 
man  be  included  on  the  school  panel 
where  an  NAACP  member  sits,  and  fur- 
ther that  the  Confederate  flag  and 
"Dixie"  be  put  back  in  the  classrooms. 

Meanwhile,  Main  Street  in  Duncan, 
South  Carolina  was  transformed  into  a 
sea  of  Confederate  flags  to  honor  the 
more  than  100  white  punks  who  were 
suspended  for  a few  days  for  wearing 
the  racist  banner  in  school.  At  one  rally 
for  these  junior  would-be  Klansmen.  a 
white  school  board  member  was  arrested 
carrying  a .38  calibre  pistol.  These  racist 
rallies  spread  like  a virus  to  nearby  coun- 
ties. and  demonstrations  around  the  area 
were  boosted  by  squads  of  Nazi  skinhead 
thugs  from  North  Carolina  and  beyond. 
With  black  students  literally  under  the 
gun.  the  school  principal  in  Duncan 
responded  by  canceling  Black  History 
Month.  The  school  superintendent 
appointed  a “Rebel  Mascot  Advisory 


Southern  schools  have  banned  pop- 
ular Malcolm  X buttons,  caps  and 
other  clothing  in  order  to  appease 
white  racists. 

Committee"  to  decide  whether  to  con- 
tinue with  a Confederate  soldier  as  the 
school’s  official  emblem. 

What  began  initially  as  an  effort  by 
black  students  and  organizations  like  the 
NAACP  to  pressure  the  school  boards 
to  remove  the  Confederate  flag  from 
public  facilities  has  come  back  with  a 
vengeance  against  the  black  students 
themselves,  who  are  now  stripped  of 
their  rights  and  facing  vile  racist  reac- 
tion. This  example  drives  home  the 
point  that  pleading  with  bourgeois 
politicians  and  state  authorities  to  “out- 
law" fascist  activity  and  symbols  simply 
gives  the  state  more  ammunition  to 
restrict  and  regulate  the  rights  of  union- 
ists. socialists,  opponents  of  racist  terror. 
If  more  people  who  wear  Malcolm  X 


read  Malcolm  X,  they  might  not  fall  into 
the  trap  of  asking  their  enemy  to  defend 
black  rights.  Although  Malcolm  did 
not  have  a program  of  integrated  class 
struggle,  at  the  time  of  his  murder  in 
1965  his  views  were  evolving  from 
black  nationalism.  He  was  deeply  hos- 
tile to  U.S.  imperialism's  oppression  of 
dark-skinned  peoples  throughout  the 
world,  and  saw  with  x-ray  vision  the 
sham  of  racist  American  "democracy." 
Malcolm  said,  “when  you  vote  Demo- 
crat, you  vote  Dixiecrat.”  and  spoke  the 
bitter  truth  about  Uncle  Tom  black 
leaders  who  fostered  illusions  that  the 
system  could  be  made  to  work  for  black 
people. 

Especially  in  the  South,  there  should 
be  no  illusions  in  the  supposed  “neutral- 
ity" of  the  government  or  any  of  its  insti- 
tutions from  the  courts  to  the  cops  to  the 
school  boards.  It  was  in  open  defiance 
of  the  Brown  v.  Topeka  Board  of  Educa- 
tion decision  outlawing  segregation  in 
public  schools  that  the  Georgia  state 
legislature  dug  up  the  old  Confederate 
battle  flag  and  slapped  the  state  seal  on 
it  in  1956.  (Alabama  and  South  Carolina 
immediately  followed  suit  and  Missis- 
sippi has  just  about  always  flown  the 
Confederate  flag.)  It  is  to  this  barely 
modified  battle  flag  of  slavery  that 
school  principals  ask  students  to  rise  and 
pledge  allegiance  each  morning.  It’s  a 
daily  reminder  that  there  is  a lot  of  unfin- 
ished business  to  attend  to  in  this 
country. 

To  wipe  out  the  scourge  of  racism  and 
Klan  terror,  and  bury  forever  the  Con- 
federate flag  of  slavery,  requires  a 
thoroughgoing  socialist  revolution  in 
this  country  to  finish  the  Civil  War  and 
make  good  on  the  unfulfilled  promise  of 
black  freedom.  The  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  are  dedicated  to  winning  students 
to  build  a multiracial  revolutionary  party 
to  fight  for  this  future.  ■ 


Looking  for  Recruits  in  Fascist  Nest 

SWP  at  KKK  Duke  Rally 


Anti-Duke  pickets  discuss  politics 
with  workers  attending  rightist  rally 
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the  MILITANT 

3 April  1992 


Join  the  Socialist  Workers  1992  cam- 
paign. ..and  you  may  find  yourself  trav- 
eling to  David  Duke  rallies,  meeting 
Nazi  skinheads  and  "talking  socialism" 
with  race-haters! 

We  kid  you —NOTH  Back  in  Novem- 
ber we  told  you  that  the  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  (SWP)  had  issued  a lying  “fact 
sheet"  on  David  Duke  that  never  once 
mentioned  the  word  "Klan,"  “Nazi”  or 
“fascist."  We  warned  that  the  SWP 
“seeks  to  woo  Duke’s  voting  base  by 
soft-pedaling  this  deadly  dangerous  fas- 
cist” ( Workers  Vanguard  No.  538,  8 
November  1991).  Now  the  SWP’s  Mili- 
tant (April  3)  boasts  about  members  of 
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their  Young  Socialist  Alliance  (YSA) 
selling  papers  and  chatting  up  the  fascist 
fringe  at  a Duke  rally  in  League  City, 
Texas!  This  is  downright  disgusting... 
and  deadly  dangerous. 

The  Militant  article  informs  us  that 
YSAers  joined  a picket  line  on  Febru- 
ary 27  set  up  by  members  of  the  gay 
liberation  group  Queer  Nation.  When 
anti-fascist  picketers  jeered  "Nazi!”  at 
skinheads  lining  up  to  enter  Duke’s 
fascist  rally,  the  article  says,  "Militant 
supporters  sought  to  engage  rally-goers 
in  discussion.”  They  brag  that  four  skin- 
head thugs  pooled  their  money  to  buy 
the  Militant  when  they  heard  it  was 


“socialist."  We  can  just  imagine  how  it 
went. .."We  see  you’re  into  'National 
Socialism,’  why  not  give  our  brand  of 
socialism  a try.”  After  printing  without 
rebuttal  Duke’s  white-supremacist  filth 
about  immigrants  and  welfare  “cheats,” 
they  gush  over  a sale  to  another  racist 
creep  who  opined,  "I  agree  with  Duke 
on  welfare,  but  I’d  like  to  read  your 
newspaper,  too."  What’s  next?  "I  agree 
with  Hitler  on  genocide  but  I’m  open"? 

Duncecaps  would  fit  these  YSAers — 
and  might  help  them  mingle  in  the  white- 
hooded  Klan  nest  they’ve  opted  to  work 
in — but  idiocy  is-  far  too  benign  an 
explanation  for  the  SWP’s  fishing  expe- 


dition in  a fascist  swamp.  They  give 
new  meaning  to  the  term  “social-fascist,” 
outrageously  and  deliberately  pandering 
to  the  bloody  perpetrators  of  lynchings 
and  cross-burnings,  and  goose-stepping 
defenders  of  the  Holocaust.  They  paint 
those  who  follow  Duke's  racist  appeals 
as  just  poor  “workers"  who  need  a 
“socialist  alternative"  to  fascism.  Bull- 
shit. It  was  no  accident  that  Duke 
picked  Galveston  County  for  his  rally — 
somewhere  south  of  hell  and  in  the 
heart  of  Klan  country.  Here’s  a pic- 
ture of  the  fascist  swamp  the  SWP 
plunged  into. 

• Galveston  County,  immortalized  in 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


CUNY  Tuition  Hike  Is  a Racist  Purge 


No  Illusions  in  the  Democrats! 


The  New  York  budget  ax  team  of 
Governor  Mario  Cuomo  and  New  York 
City  mayor  David  Dinkins  is  continu- 
ing its  assault  on  working-class  New 
York.  Cuomo ’s  latest  $500  tuition  hike, 
on  top  of  last  year’s  increase  and 
new  financial  aid  cuts,  will  mean  a 
doubling  of  tuition  at  CUNY  (City  Uni- 
versity of  New  York)  in  one  year.  This 
is  a deliberate  racist  purge — literally 
thousands  of  poor  inner-city  youth, 
mostly  black  and  Hispanic,  will  be 
driven  out.  Cuomo’s  budget  also  dic- 
tates some  $40  million  in  additional 
cuts  for  CUNY.  Entire  academic  de- 
partments are  on  the  chopping  block. 
Students  who  have  worked  and  studied 
for  years  (many  of  them  while  holding 
down  full-time  jobs  and  supporting 
families)  are  now  kicked  in  the  face 
and  told  if  their  department  is  cut  then 
they  can’t  graduate. 

City  College  had  a long  history  of 
free  tuition,  a school  that  was  supposed 
to  provide  a quality  education  for  the 
working-class  youth  of  the  city.  But  the 
U.S.  ruling  class  doesn’t  need  or  want 
educated  youth  anymore,  especially 
not  minorities,  who  have  constituted 
a majority  at  CUNY  since  1976 — the 
same  year  tuition  was  introduced.  The 
greedy  bosses  have  bankrupted  the  U.S. 
economy — and  they  couldn’t  give  a 
damn  about  skilled  labor  or  educating 
youth  because  there  are  no  jobs  for 
them  anyway.  Bush  and  the  Democrats’ 
"education  policy”  is  to  let  a whole 
generation  of  working-class  youth  die 


on  the  ghetto  streets  or  be  used  as  can- 
non fodder  for  imperialist  wars. 

The  CUNY  Coalition  of  Concerned 
Faculty  and  Staff  has  brought  a class- 
action  lawsuit  against  Cuomo  and 
New  York  State,  challenging  the  class 
inequality  and  racism  in  the  funding 
of  public  higher  education.  The  coali- 
tion’s research  shows  that  CUNY’s 
senior  colleges  have  received  $500  mil- 
lion less  than  if  they  had  been  funded 
on  a basis  equivalent  to  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  New  York  system,  which 
is  85  percent  white.  The  capitalist  pol- 
iticians who  arrogantly  dictate  this 
“separate  and  unequal”  funding  for 
working-class  colleges  replicate  the 
pattern  of  racist  inequality  beginning 
from  first  grade  in  a country  where 
"public"  schools  are  primarily  funded 
by  local  property  taxes.  As  we  wrote 
in  "Education  U.S. A. — Separate  and 
Unequal”: 

"There  are  two  ‘publics’ — those 
who’ve  got  property  and  those  who 
don’t.  And  families  from  the  red  brick 
housing  projects  cannot  provide  a tax 
base  for  education  comparable  to  that 
of  families  from  the  green  lawns  and 
white  picket  fences." 

— Workers  Vanguard  No.  544, 

7 February 

Last  year  CUNY  students  waged  a 
hard  struggle  against  the  budget  ax 


murderers,  occupying  buildings  on 
over  a dozen  campuses  and  shutting 
down  City  College  for  three  weeks. 
Despite  pledges  of  support  from  city 
labor  leaders,  the  students  were  hung 
out  to  dry  while  the  union  tops  tried  to 
cut  a deal  with  the  bloodsucking  bank- 
ers who  dictate  Dinkins’  and  Cuomo 's 
budgets  of  doom.  Protest  is  stirring 
again  this  spring,  but  thus  far  has  been 
held  firmly  in  the  straitjacket  of  Dem- 
ocratic Party  election  year  politics. 

An  outfit  called  the  "CUNY/Com- 
munity Coalition"  produced  slick  ads 
and  leaflets  (including  “An  Appeal  to 
Labor”),  but  despite  the  rhetoric  this 
group  is  explicitly  opposed  to  any  real 
struggle.  Apart  from  telling  students  to 
waste  their  time  writing  letters  to 
Albany,  their  only  activity  was  to 
organize  a rally  at  Lehman  College  out- 
side a Democratic  Party  debate  be- 
tween Dixiecrat  Clinton  and  "Flat  Tax” 
Brown  before  the  New  York  primary. 

The  implicit  deal  was,  “if  you  speak 
for  us,  then  we’ll  deliver  the  vote  for 
you.”  They  even  went  so  far  as  to  beg 
a Democratic  Party  honcho  to  address 
the  student  demonstration.  Perhaps 
they  wanted  to  hear  Clinton  discuss  his 
plans  for  military  boot  camps  for 
“delinquent”  youth,  or  how  students 
should  pay  back  their  student  loans  by 


working  as  adjuncts  to  the  killer  cops! 
Most  CUNY  students  are  so  alienated 
by  the  Democratic  Party  losers  that 
only  a few  hundred  turned  out  for  the 
farce  at  Lehman,  where  they  beseeched 
the  Democrats  under  a massive  cop  pre- 
sence, including  police  helicopters  cir- 
cling overhead. 

As  against  these  junior  ward  heelers 
for  the  Democrats,  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  has  been  actively  intervening  in 
rallies  and  protests  to  win  students  to 
a class-struggle  perspective.  Spartacus 
Youth  Club  member  Semeon  Gershko- 
vich addressed  a rally  of  500  students 
at  a walkout  at  Brooklyn  College  on 
March  24: 

“To  win  these  struggles  the  students 
can't  Fight  alone.  We  have  to  look  to 
the  power  of  the  working  class.  ..  Look 
at  the  transit  workers,  who  just  voted 
down  a sellout  contract.  The  transit 
workers  on  strike  could  shut  this  city 
down.  That's  the  kind  of  power  we  need 
in  the  Fight  for  education.  Last  year  the 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  said  that  the 
whole  CUNY  system  should  have  been 
shut  down,  and  a one-day  general  strike 
called  in  the  city.  But  that  would  re- 
quire a fight  against  the  trade-union 
bureaucrats,  who  support  Democrats 
like  Dinkins  and  Jerry  Brown  and  even 
Dixiecrat  Bill  Clinton.  Dennis  Rivera 
|head  of  Local  1199  hospital  workers] 
sold  us  out  for  the  sake  of  Dinkins  and 
Cuomo." 

We  are  fighting  to  build  a workers 
party  which  will  Fight  for  all  the  op- 
pressed. No  illusions  in  the  Democratic 
Party  of  war,  racism  and  capitalist  mis- 
ery! Join  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club! 


o 
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Left:  Student 
bureaucrats 
appeal  to 
Democrats  at 
Lehman  College, 
March  31.  Right: 

At  March  24 
Brooklyn  College 
walkout,  SYC 
fought  for  an 
alliance  with  labor 
in  struggle  against 
Democrats' 
killer  cuts. 
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Louis  Malle's  chilling  film  Alamo  Bay . 
is  where  the  KKK  unleashed  a murder- 
ous terror  campaign  against  Vietnamese 
fishermen  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

• Next  door  in  Brazoria,  and  just  two 
months  before  Duke’s  rally,  a black  cou- 
ple’s home  was  destroyed  twice  by  white 
supremacists  who  spray-painted  the 
house  with  racist  epithets  and  left  a 
noose  hanging  at  the  door.  Some  months 
earlier,  a black  Marine  was  gunned  down 
by  four  whites  who  told  police  they  did 
it  to  “fuck  with  some  niggers." 

• In  the  weeks  immediately  before 
Duke’s  fascist  rally,  Ku  Klux  Klansmen 
"warmed  up”  by  sending  death  threats 
to  public  black  activists  in  Houston. 

Next  the  SWP  popped  up  at  the  April 
5 abortion  rights  march  in  Washington 
with  a front-page  headline,  “Buchanan- 
ism:  What  It  Is  and  How  to  Fight  It" 
( Militant , 10  April).  If  that  same  headline 
appeared  in  the  press  of  any  of  the  more 
garden-variety  American  reformists,  like 
the  Communist  Party’s  People's  Weekly 
World,  you’d  assume  it  was  the  usual 
popular-frontist  drone  for  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  But  after  the  SWP’s  antics 


in  Texas,  one  has  to  wonder  whether  it’s 
an  attack  from  the  left  or  the  right! 

Today  the  SWP’s  Kder  mdximo  Jack 
Barnes  says  that  Buchanan  is  "fascis- 
tic" — but  yesterday  the  SWP  allied  with 
this  former  Goebbels  of  the  Reagan 
administration  and  would-be  Fiihrer  of 
the  White  House  in  defense  of  the  fascist 
butcher  of  Lyon,  Klaus  Barbie,  and 
Estonian  death  camp  commandant  Karl 
Linnas!  Along  with  Pat  Buchanan  and 
Ed  Meese,  the  SWP  opposed  the  extra- 
dition of  these  Nazi  butchers,  whining 
that  “Linnas,  Barbie,  and  other  war  crim- 
inals like  them  are  scapegoats”  ( Militant , 
12  June  1987). 

The  SWP  cried  crocodile  tears  for 
the  fate  awaiting  these  mass  murderers 
who  were  extradited  to  stand  trial  for 
the  deaths  of  thousands  of  Jews,  Com- 
munists, Resistance  fighters,  Gypsies, 
and  children,  ostensibly  because  they 
wanted  to  be  "consistent  about  opposi- 
tion to  all  use  of  the  death  penalty.”  But 
the  SWP  hailed  the  Stalinist  show  trial 
and  execution  of  Cuban  general  Ochoa 
(who  led  the  Cuban  troops  as  they 
valiantly  defeated  South  Africa’s  racist 


army  in  Angola  but  was  shot  for  falling 
afoul  of  Fidel  Castro).  According  to 
these  semper  fidelistas , shooting  Ochoa 
was  a “resolute  response”  for  which 
“working  people  everywhere  owe  a debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  Cuban  government" 
(Militant.  11  August  1989).  Consistent? 
For  the  SWP.  only  with  "civil  liberties” 
for  fascists. 

Genuine  Marxists.  Trotskyists  such  as 
ourselves,  are  consistent  in  our  class 
loyalty  and  struggle  for  the  working  peo- 
ple to  achieve  power.  We  opposed  the 
execution  of  Ochoa  (see  Workers  Van- 
guard No.  500,  20  April  1990).  As  for 
the  fascist  mass  murderer,  we  starkly 
headlined,  “Kill  Klaus  Barbie!"  As  our 
French  comrades  wrote: 

"As  communists,  we  are  opposed  to  the 
death  penalty.  But  we  know  there  are 
many  justified  executions  following  a 
bloody  war.  A court  made  up  of  their 
surviving  victims  should  decide  the  fate 
of  war  criminals  like  Barbie.  He  should 
be  judged  by  the  Jews  of  Buchenwald 
and  Auschwitz,  those  tortured  in  Lyon, 
those  who  escaped  the  French  and  Rus- 
sian villages  he  devastated,  the  Bolivians 
that  his  thugs  tortured." 

— Le  Bolchfvik,  May  1987 


And  while  the  SWP  looks  for  recruits 
in  fascist  nests  after  earlier  providing  a 
platform  for  fascist  KKK  killers  to  incite 
racist  murder  under  the  guise  of  a 
“debate”  with  SWP  candidates,  the  Spar- 
tacist  League,  like  the  then-Trotskyist 
SWP  of  the  1930s  and  '40s,  has  mobi- 
lized mass  labor/black  actions  to  stop 
the  fascists  in  urban  centers  across  the 
country. 

In  the  past  we’ve  described  the 
SWP  as  a particularly  quirky  band  of 
social-democratic  reformists  who  want 
to  act  as  salesmen  for  Castro  (or 
variously  stranger  Third  World  national- 
ist revolutions)  to  imperialist  liberals. 
Their  strange  fixation  with  American 
farmers,  who  the  SWP  ludicrously 
equate  with  oppressed  Latin  American 
campesinos,  has  kept  SWPers  in  a fairly 
right-wing  milieu  for  many  years.  Their 
new  plunge  into  the  fascist  Duke’s  fringe 
indicates  that  something  more  sinister 
than  a loose  screw  may  be  animating 
Bamestown.  To  youth  who  may  run 
across  the  SWP’s  "campaign  for  a social- 
ist alternative”:  caveat  emptor — buyer 
beware!  ■ 
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The  End  of  the  USSR 


Virulent 
Stalinophobe 
David  North 
joins  Yeltsin  in 
proclaiming  death 
of  Soviet  Union. 


Workers 

League... 

(continued  from  page  5) 
dual  nature  of  this  parasitic  caste  sitting 
atop  proletarian  property  forms  Hostile 
to  defense  of  the  gains  of  the  October 
Revolution,  now  the  Northites  have 
joined  Yeltsin  in  proclaiming  the  death 
of  the  Soviet  Union.  Under  a headline 
trumpeting  “The  End  of  the  USSR." 
David  North  writes:  “It  is  impossible  to 
define  the  Confederation  of  Independent 
States  as  a whole,  or  any  of  the  republics 
of  which  it  is  comprised,  as  workers 
states"  ( Bulletin , 10  January). 

In  his  famous  trade-union  analogy. 
Trotsky  compared  the  Soviet  Union 
under  Stalinist  rule  to  a giant  labor 
organization  which  must  be  defended 
against  the  capitalist  enemy  despite  its 
bureaucratic  misleaders.  North  inverts 
Trotsky’s  analogy  to  write  off  the  organ- 
ized labor  movement  along  with  the 
Soviet  Union.  After  years  of  groveling 
to  the  racist,  pro-imperialist  labor  fakers 
to  build  a “labor  party,”  the  Workers 
League  now  says,  “to  define  the  AFL- 
CIO  as  a working-class  organization  is 
to  blind  the  working  class  to  the  realities 
which  they  confront." 

Only  a few  years  ago,  the  WL 
denounced  us  for  saying  that  the  hard- 
fought  Hormel  meatpackers  strike  had 
been  knifed  by  the  “labor  traitors  that 
currently  make  up  the  top  leadership  of 
the  American  labor  movement."  North’s 
Bulletin  (1  April  1986)  claimed  that 
this  revealed  our  "virulent  hatred  of  the 
working  class  and  deep  pessimism.” 
Now  the  Workers  League  writes  off  the 
unions  along  with  the  Soviet  Union.  This 
comes  from  an  outfit  which  is  notorious 
for  hailing  police  “strikes,”  a supposedly 
“working-class"  group  whose  newspaper 
is  produced  with  no  union  label,  an 
ostensibly  socialist  organization  which 
in  this  deeply  racist  society  fulminates 
against  SL-initiated  anti-Klan  actions  as 
an  “obsession  with  race.” 

Other  than  providing  a convenient 
excuse  for  scabbing  on  strikes.  North’s 


pronouncement  that  the  unions  in  the 
U.S.  can  no  longer  be  considered 
working-class  organizations  reflects  his 
llder  mdximo  complex.  In  Berlin  last 
November,  North  pompously  declared: 
“The  delegates  today  speak  to  the  inter- 
national working  class  as  the  authori- 
tative representatives  of  the  Fourth  Inter- 
national” ( Bulletin , 22  November  1991). 
From  the  "modest”  start  of  crowning 
himself  as  Healy’s  heir  apparent  at  the 
top  of  the  IC  garbage  heap.  North  is 
now  assiduously  trying  to  eliminate  any 
perceived  rivals  to  his  new  claim  to  be 
leader  of  the  world  proletariat. 

In  his  Berlin  speech.  North  declared 
that  Ernest  Mandel,  leader  of  the  United 
Secretariat,  has  “become,  in  the  full 
sense  of  the  word,  a bourgeois  politi- 
cian.” He  took  Mandel  to  task  for  pre- 
paring “the  ground  for  the  restoration  of 
capitalism  in  Eastern  Europe.”  in  partic- 
ular by  supporting  Polish  Solidamosc 
and  its  ideologue  Jacek  Kuron.  He 
charged  that  "through  the  medium  of 
Jacek  Kuron,  Lech  Walesa  himself  is  a 
political  Frankenstein  created  by  Man- 
del."  What  chutzpah!  When  it  comes  to 
cheering  Solidamosc.  the  Northites  took 
second  place  to  no  one,  including  the 
Mandelites.  David  North  is  a "political 
Frankenstein”  created  by  Gerry  Healy 
(and  who  knows  who  or  what  else). 

Having  now  defined  themselves  as  the 
sole  representatives  of  the  working  class, 
where  the  megalomaniacal  Northites  go 
from  here  is  anybody’s  guess.  We  do 
know  that  they  are  capable  of  anything; 


they  will  work  for  just  about  anyone, 
and  maybe  they  do. 

The  Workers  League  claims  to  be  call- 
ing for  an  "inquiry”  not  “as  a question 
for  factional  dispute,"  but  because  "If 
Phillips  was  the  victim  of  a political  kill- 
ing, her  death  is  of  concern  not  merely 
to  the  Spartacist  League,  but  to  the  entire 
working  class  movement.”  If  Martha’s 
murder  was  politically  motivated — 
which  at  this  point  we  do  not  know — it 
is  indeed  a matter  of  vital  importance 
and  concern  for  the  workers  movement 
internationally.  But  such  interests  are  of 
no  concern  to  North’s  organization, 
which  has  crossed  over  the  class  line 


with  such  frequency  and  ease  that  where 
it  fits  in  relation  to  the  workers  move- 
ment is  elastic,  to  say  the  least.  The  WL 
and  its  activities  and  associations  do 
indeed  warrant  close  scrutiny. 

Martha  Phillips  was  a proletarian 
internationalist,  and  as  our  most  promi- 
nent spokesman  in  the  Soviet  Union 
she  riled  the  counterrevolutionary  na- 
tionalists who  spearhead  the  drive  to 
restore  capitalist  exploitation  there.  The 
very  forces  she  fought  against  are 
the  ones  that  are  championed  by  the 
Workers  League,  from  the  reactionary 
Lithuanian  Sajudis  government  to  the 
"AFL-CIA"-backed  "independent”  min- 
ers, whose  masters  pull  the  strings  from 
Washington.  We  know  that  there  are 
powerful  and  sinister  elements  intent  on 
stopping  us  from  building  the  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  needed  to  lead  the 
Soviet  workers  in  a proletarian  political 
revolution  to  defeat  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary onslaught. 

As  the  capitalist-restorationists  seek 
to  consolidate  a hold  on  power  and 
uproot  the  foundations  of  the  Soviet 
workers  state,  we  honor  our  martyred 
comrade  Martha  by  continuing  the  strug- 
gle to  reimplant  Bolshevism  in  the  land 
of  its  birth,  to  return  the  Soviet  Union 
to  the  road  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  ■ 


New  York,  January  31:  Spartacists  picket  on  Wall  Street  as  Yeltsin  met  with 
his  paymasters. 


Caterpillar... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

at  Phelps  Dodge  copper  mines.  Grey- 
hound, Hormel  meatpackers.  Now  they 
have  pulled  a PATCO  on  the  CAT  strike, 
in  the  industrial  heartland  of  America. 
This  opens  the  road  to  a full-scale  assault 
on  the  entire  Auto  Workers  union. 

This  strike  could  have  been  won.  At 
the  very  outset.  Workers  Vanguard  laid 
out  a program  for  victory,  underlining 
that  the  biggest  obstacle  was  the  pro- 
capitalist union  leadership  itself: 

“UAW  workers:  don't  lei  the  ‘Sacrifice 
House’  gang  hang  you  out  lo  dry,  as  in 
the  206-day  Caterpillar  strike  of  1982. 
It's  high  time  the  ag  imp  bosses  in  the 
Midwest  tasted  some  union  hardball. 
Shut  down  Caterpillar — occupy  the  fac- 
tories! See  how  fast  the  CAT  bosses 
come  running  to  talk  when  the  strikers 


are  on  the  inside  of  the  plants,  sitting  on 
top  of  their  inventory  and  machinery! 
Mass  pickets  must  seal  off  the  plants. 
It’s  not  so  easy  to  sell  those  big  CATs  if 
you  can’t  move  them — call  on  Team- 
sters, longshoremen  and  rail  workers  to 
refuse  to  handle  them.  There's  only  one 
way  to  skin  the  CAT — mobilize  union 
power!" 

— “UAW  Workers:  Skin  the 
CAT!”  WV  No.  539, 

22  November  1991 

Instead,  the  UAW  misleaders  kept  the 
strike  isolated  and  partial. 

This  strike  was  sacrificed  on  the  altar 
of  support  to  the  Democratic  Party  in 
this  election  year.  AFL-CIO  chief  Kirk- 
land called  for  begging  the  Democrats 
for  his  bill  to  outlaw  “striker  replace- 
ments." But  no  strike,  no  gain  of  labor, 
was  ever  won  in  the  bosses’  courts  or 
the  halls  of  Congress. 

The  sellout  of  the  Caterpillar  strike 
comes  less  than  24  hours  after  the  AFL- 


CIO  decision  to  back  Bill  Clinton,  the 
Tight-to-work”  governor  of  Arkansas. 
When  he  came  to  Peoria  last  week,  Clin- 
ton lectured  the  strikers  on  their  “need 
to  change”:  “Unions  should  be  willing 
to  abandon  outmoded  work  rules  that  sti- 
fle productivity"!  The  Democrats  are 
enemies  of  labor! 

The  disaster  at  Caterpillar  shows  the 
urgent  need  to  sweep  away  the  entire 
pro-business  bureaucracy  that  has  hog- 
tied  the  labor  movement.  Their  loyalty 
to  their  capitalist  masters  has  led  to  a 
decade  and  more  of  union  defeats.  It  is 
urgently,  desperately  necessary  to  forge 
a class-struggle  leadership  of  the  work- 
ers movement,  and  a workers  party  that 
will  fight  to  eradicate  this  exploitative 
capitalist  system  of  wage  slavery  and 
racist  oppression. 

Class-Struggle  Leadership 
the  Key 

Last  fall  Caterpillar  boss  Fites  took  a 
hard  line  against  the  pattern  contract 
negotiated  by  the  union  with  John  Deere 
& Co.  Pleading  poverty,  Fites  demanded 
massive  benefit  cuts  and  work  rule 
changes.  He  claims  CAT  “lost"  $404  mil- 
lion last  year.  Bull.  This  paper  loss 
includes  $373  million  in  “charges"  for 
closing  plants  in  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil  and 
York,  Pennsylvania,  plus  “increased 
depreciation"  and  insurance  charges. 
CAT  made  over  $1 .5  billion  in  the  last 
ten  years  while  real  pay  raises  have  been 
held  to  a miserable  3.7  percent.  Of 
course,  Fites  found  a cool  half-million 
to  give  himself  a 19  percent  raise  last 
year. 

CAT  bosses  prepared  for  this  battle 
for  well  over  a decade.  The  bitter  206- 
day  1982  walkout  led  to  a contract  that 
ceded  seniority  and  work  rule  changes, 
allowing  the  company  to  gut  the  work- 
force in  the  following  years.  Over  23,000 


UAW  jobs  were  eliminated.  The  bosses 
used  the  weakened  seniority  provisions 
to  weed  out  workers,  especially  women 
and  blacks:  today  in  East  Peoria,  there 
is  less  than  one  black  among  every  100 
CAT  workers,  while  the  area’s  popula- 
tion is  ten  percent  black. 

This  strike  began  on  November  4 — 
more  than  a month  after  the  previous 
contract  expired — as  a partial  shutdown 
affecting  only  2,400  of  the  17.000  UAW 
members  employed  by  Caterpillar.  Three 
days  later  Fites  responded  by  locking  out 
5,600  other  UAW  members.  The  union 
formally  called  these  workers  out  on 
strike  only  in  February,  after  CAT  ended 
the  lockout  in  preparation  for  its  back- 
to-work  ultimatum.  Caterpillar  spent 
$20  million  on  security,  bringing  in  the 
strikebreaking  stormtroopers  of  Vance 
International. 

A hell  of  a lot  of  unionists  in  the  Mid- 
west didn’t  want  to  see  the  CAT  strike 
go  down  to  defeat.  Miners,  rail  work- 
ers, Machinists,  rubber  workers  and 
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PATCO  strike  was  betrayed  by  labor  tops  who  refused  to  shut  down  the 
airports. 
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Rail  Strike  Ties  Up  Tokyo 


A strike  by  rail 
and  subway 
workers  In  Tokyo 
and  Osaka  tied 
rush  hour  in 
knots  March  27 
and  demonstrated 
the  enormous 
social  power 
of  labor. 


TOKYO — A bold  and  powerful  strike  by 
private  rail  line  workers  on  the  morning 
of  March  27  tied  up  Tokyo  and  Osaka 
in  knots  during  rush  hour.  On  the  lines 
that  struck,  it  was  100  percent  effective. 
Not  a train  or  subway  car  moved, 
as  60,000  workers  disrupted  rail  service 
for  nearly  6.5  million  people.  Streets 
adjacent  to  the  stations  were  turned 
into  human  gridlocks  as  commuters 
were  hours  late  in  getting  to  work. 
According  to  the  Transport  Ministry,  this 
six-hour  strike  stopped  over  6,800  train 
runs  and  20,000  bus  runs.  The  strike 
even  reduced  the  crowds  at  the  opening 
of  this  spring’s  high-school  baseball 
tournament  at  Osaka’s  Koshien  Stadium. 

Unlike  the  typical  coffee-break  strike 
or  after-work  rally  which  characterizes 
the  ritual  annual  spring  labor  shunto 
(“offensive"),  this  was  the  real  thing.  It 
showed  that  rail  workers  have  the  power 
to  bring  Japan,  Inc.  to  a screeching  halt. 
But  the  union  bureaucrats,  deathly  afraid 
of  the  social  power  they  unleashed  that 
morning,  capitulated  within  hours  to 
management  and  accepted  the  same 
wage  package  the  rank-and-file  members 
had  struck  against.  The  striking  rail 
workers,  having  no  leaders  with  the 
stomach  for  a real  fight,  reluctantly 
started  up  their  trains  while  seething 
with  anger. 

Key  to  winning  was  common  action 
between  workers  on  the  private  lines  and 
the  Japan  Railway  (JR),  which  continued 
to  operate  during  the  morning  of  the 
strike.  As  a result,  JR  lines  were  inhu- 
manly jam-packed,  platforms  danger- 
ously overcrowded,  and  a few  passen- 
gers were  injured.  Had  the  private  lines 
stayed  out  much  longer,  the  JR  lines 
could  not  have  handled  the  overload.  If 
for  no  other  reason  than  safety,  they 
would  have  had  to  shut  down. 

Railway  workers  have  long  been  the 
most  militant  section  of  the  Japanese 
proletariat.  For  JR  workers,  who  under 
former  prime  minister  Nakasone’s 
union-busting  privatization  plan  have 
suffered  cutbacks  and  victimization,  this 
was  a golden  opportunity  to  clog  up  the 
main  artery  of  Japanese  capitalism. 

Yet  instead  of  striking  when  the  pri- 
vate lines  went  out,  sections  of  JR  motor- 
men  engaged  in  a 48-hour  strike  two 
days  later.  The  unions  involved  have  an 
ostensibly  New  Left  leadership.  But 


these  so-called  leftists — who’ve  traded 
their  hard  hats,  bandannas  and  sun- 
glasses for  three-piece  suits — refused  to 
engage  in  a real  class-struggle  fight 
against  the  employers.  There  were  no 
picket  lines  to  stop  scabs,  no  appeals  to 
the  other  JR  unions  for  a common  offen- 
sive. Instead  of  stopping  rail  traffic, 
these  New  Leftovers  employed  the  tra- 
ditional shimeisto  (selective  strike)  tactic 
to  ensure  that  on  the  JR  lines  where  they 
had  members  only  minor  disruptions 
would  occur. 

For  years,  the  union  bureaucrats  have 
relied  on  the  "spring  offensive”  to 
deflect  working-class  militancy.  This 
was  an  integral  part  of  the  capitalist  sta- 
bilization growing  out  of  labor’s  defeat 
in  the  1953  Nissan  strike.  The  shunto, 
instituted  by  the  anti-communist  social- 
democratic-led  Sohyo  union  federation 
in  1955,  seeks  to  move  the  workers  away 
from  action  at  the  point  of  production, 
where  their  strength  lies,  into  impotent 
demonstrations  and  ritual  “struggles" 
that  invariably  lose.  The  truncated  rail 
strike  dramatically  showed  that  the  pro- 


letariat has  the  power  to  win,  but  it  must 
sweep  away  the  barrier  of  the  pro- 
capitalist labor  leadership  that  stands  in 
the  way. 

Another  indication  of  the  suppressed 
militancy  of  the  Japanese  working  class 
is  the  job  action  of  80,000  nurses  early 
this  month.  Underpaid  and  horribly  over- 
worked. nurses  staged  a number  of  spir- 
ited and  militant  demonstrations  before 
the  official  shunto  ceremonies  were 
slated  to  begin.  Their  working  conditions 
are  terrible,  and  recent  press  reports  have 
revealed  that  in  the  past  decade  140 
nurses  have  fallen  victim  to  karoshi 
(death  from  overwork)! 

These  nurses  would  have  eagerly  sup- 
ported a general  labor  offensive,  but  their 
union  leaders,  including  the  Stalinists  of 
the  reformist  and  chauvinist  Japanese 
Communist  Party,  limited  the  nurses’ 
"strike”  in  some  cases  to  a mere  20  min- 
utes! That  these  overworked  heroines, 
who  usually  spend  all  their  spare  time 
catching  up  on  sleep,  could  summon  the 
energy  to  engage  in  militant  protests  is 
a testament  to  the  powerful  role  women 


workers  will  play  in  a future  Japanese 
socialist  revolution. 

For  Revolutionary 
Internationalism! 

The  recent  railway  and  nurses’  strikes 
were  betrayed  and  aborted  by  social- 
democratic,  Stalinist  and  New  Leftist 
union  leaders  who  for  years  have  echoed 
the  intense  hostility  of  Japanese  imperi- 
alism to  the  Soviet  Union,  a bureaucrat- 
ically degenerated  workers  state.  Thus  it 
should  come  as  no  surprise  that  they 
refuse  to  defend  the  working  class  at 
home  when  the  bosses  are  gearing  up 
for  austerity  attacks  on  labor. 

The  Japanese  left  is.  in  the  main,  nar- 
row, nationalist  and  chauvinist,  and  this 
is  reflected  in  the  social  composition  of 
the  labor  movement.  None  of  the  three 
labor  federations  have  fought  to  organize 
either  the  non-Japanese  permanent  resi- 
dents, like  the  Koreans  and  Chinese,  or 
the  more  recent  superexploited  immi- 
grants from  Asia  and  Africa,  into  com- 
mon unions  with  Japanese  workers.  Now 
even  Nikkeijin,  some  150.000  ethnic 
Japanese  whose  families  emigrated  to 
Latin  America  (mainly  Brazil  and  Peru) 
who  have  now  come  back  to  Japan  to 
work  in  factories  and  workshops,  are  fac- 
ing discrimination  and  intense  exploita- 
tion in  this  chauvinist  society. 

The  fight  for  a shorter  workweek  with 
no  loss  in  pay  is  directly  linked  to  break- 
ing the  racist  “Japanese  only”  employ- 
ment system  in  major  industry.  The  fake- 
leftist  union  leaders  haven’t  lifted  a 
finger  to  fight  the  vicious  part-time  labor 
system  that  effectively  bars  women 
workers  and  burakumin  (descendants  of 
feudal-era  outcasts)  from  full  employ- 
ment status  and  union  protection. 

Nor  have  the  labor  misleaders  organ- 
ized a union-based  defense  of  Koreans 
in  the  face  of  recent  racist  terror  carried 
out  by  xenophobic  Japanese  rightists.  We 
Trotskyists  say:  the  Koreans  should  vote, 
have  Japanese  passports,  tear  up  their 
gaijin  (foreigner)  cards.  Full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  permanent  residents  and 
foreign  workers  in  Japan! 

Class-conscious  workers  must  under- 
stand that  the  labor  lieutenants  of  Japan. 
Inc.  are  wedded  to  the  system  of  capi- 
talist exploitation,  which  is  sustained  by 
racist  and  chauvinist  ideology  and  prac- 
tices. The  proletariat  of  Japan  needs  a 
revolutionary  internationalist  party  mod- 
eled on  the  Bolshevik  Party  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky.  To  forge  such  a party  is  the  per- 
spective of  the  Spartacist  Group  Japan 
as  part  of  the  International  Communist 
League. ■ 


AFSCME  members  joined  striking  CAT 
workers  on  the  lines  in  Decatur,  East 
Peoria  and  elsewhere.  CAT  tried  to 
intimidate  the  strikers,  blustering  that 
there  was  an  army  of  strikebreakers  out 
there.  But  scabs  are  human  dust.  With  a 
determined  effort  to  organize  fighting 
solidarity  and  truly  mass  pickets,  the  far 
more  powerful  army  of  organized  labor 
would  have  swept  them  away.  But  the 
UAW  misleaders  discouraged  coal  min- 
ers and  other  unions  from  joining  the 
battle. 

Bringing  out  Chicago  labor  was  key. 
Yet  a Chicago  Federation  of  Labor 
spokesman  said  its  affiliates  were  only 
being  asked  to  join  the  UAW's  “Adopt 
a Striker"  financial  assistance  program. 
When  an  Amalgamated  Transit  Union 
(ATU)  Local  241  member  reported  to  his 
union  meeting  on  the  progress  of  the 
strike  after  a trip  to  East  Peoria,  ATU 
leaders  squelched  his  motion  to  mobilize 
Chicago  transit  workers  to  UAW  strike 
sites  by  tabling  it  into  oblivion. 

The  class  collaborationist  union  tops 
pushed  poisonous  "Buy  American”  pro- 
tectionism and  Japan-bashing,  thus 
undercutting  any  appeal  by  CAT  strikers 
for  solidarity  action  abroad,  partic- 
ularly by  Komatsu  and  Caterpillar- 
Mitsubishi  workers  in  Japan.  Solidarity 
House  even  proposed  a consumer  boy- 
cott of  Caterpillar!  What  were  you  sup- 
posed to  do,  ask  your  neighbor  not 


to  buy  a 75-ton  excavator? 

Tailing  after  Bieber  & Co.  were  a 
gaggle  of  fake-socialists.  The  Socialist 
Workers  Party,  whose  supporters  were 
waterboys  for  the  Machinists  tops  who 
strangled  the  Eastern  strike,  asked  poli- 
ticians to  “place  themselves  on  the  picket 
lines  to  show  where  they  stand.”  The 
Communist  Party  called  to  “redouble  our 
effort  to  dump  President  Bush  in  Novem- 
ber.” The  most  craven  advice  came  from 
David  Moberg  of  the  social-democratic 
In  These  Times  (1  April),  who  criticized 
the  UAW  from  the  right:  “Some  union 
strategists  think  that  the  UAW  might 
have  been  better  off  with  an  ‘in-plant’ 
slowdown" — i.e.,  no  strike  at  all.  They 
got  what  they  called  for:  Clinton  came 
to  Peoria,  and  CAT  workers  got  the  shaft. 

UAW  officials  were  more  concerned 
about  stopping  “reds"  than  stopping 
scabs.  But  the  industrial  unions  in  this 
country  were  built  by  socialists.  Farm 
equipment  workers'  proud  tradition  of 
militant  class  struggle  goes  back  over  a 
century  to  the  1 886  McCormick  Harvest- 
er strike,  growing  out  of  the  movement 
for  an  eight-hour  day.  This  was  met  by 
the  bloody  Haymarket  Massacre  that 
made  May  1 the  international  work- 
ers holiday.  To  defeat  the  hard-fought 
1948  strike  at  Caterpillar  Tractor, 
pro-capitalist  "labor  statesman"  Walter 
Reuther  used  the  Taft-Hartley  slave  labor 
law  to  wipe  out  the  Communist-led  Farm 


Equipment  Workers  in  Peoria  and  purge 
the  UAW  of  reds. 

That  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  first 
Cold  War.  Today,  as  the  rapacious  rulers 
of  this  country  seek  to  bring  capi- 
talism to  the  Soviet  Union,  including 
mass  unemployment  and  homelessness, 
they’re  gunning  for  the  unions  here. 

The  Caterpillar  strike  has  shown  once 
again  that  the  key  to  victory  is  class- 
struggle  leadership.  As  we  wrote  in  our 
review  of  Barbara  Kopple’s  recently 


released  film.  American  Dream , about 
the  Hormel  meatpackers  strike:  "The 
defeat  at  Hormel  dramatically  showed 
that  the  workers  of  P-9  were  battling  not 
just  the  company,  but  centrally  their  own 
union  misleaders  That  is  the  heart  of 
the  crisis  of  American  labor”  ("Which 
Side  Are  You  On?”  WV  No.  542,  10  Jan- 
uary). The  misleaders  and  betrayers  must 
be  replaced  by  class-conscious  militants 
fighting  for  a workers  party  and  a work- 
ers government.  ■ 
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Combative  strike  of  auto  workers  in  Cle6n,  France,  meeting  here  in  general 
assembly,  was  left  isolated  and  sold  out  by  Stalinist  CGT  tops. 


France... 

(continued  from  page  12) 
been  legitimized  by  the  anti-immigrant 
campaigns  launched  by  Mitterrand's 
governments.  Racist  terror,  unemploy- 
ment and  segregation  in  bleak  concrete 
ghettos — this  is  what  French  capitalism 
has  to  offer  immigrant  workers  and  their 
children  (many  of  whom  were  bom  in 
France  and  are  French  citizens).  Every 
month  the  list  grows  of  youth  who  are 
gunned  down  in  cold  blood  by  the  police 
or  by  private  security  guards — as  does 
the  list  of  racist  killers  who  get  off  with 
a slap  on  the  wrist.  Yet  immigrant  work- 
ers from  France’s  African  ex-colonies 
are  heavily  represented  in  the  industrial 
working  class  and  are  often  the  majority 
on  auto  assembly  lines. 

The  outcome  of  the  March  22  vote 
dramatically  underscores  that  to  crush 
the  fascists  what’s  needed  is  a proletarian 
struggle  to  overthrow  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem, that  breeding  ground  of  racism, 
and  replace  it  with  a planned  economy. 
Facing  a discredited  regime  and  a par- 
liamentary system  rife  with  corruption 
and  scandals,  the  National  Front  fascists 
feed  on  the  economic  deterioration  under 
Mitterrand’s  “socialist"  administration 
of  capitalism.  The  persistent  mass  unem- 
ployment is  now  officially  reaching  10 
percent.  The  perspective  of  European 
"unification"  in  a single  market  next 
year,  which  will  subject  the  weakened 
French  economy  to  increased  competi- 
tion from  its  powerful  German  neighbor, 
has  driven  layers  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie 
and  small  capitalists  to  despair,  seeking 
salvation  by  embracing  the  fascist 
demagogues. 

The  NF  also  made  significant  ad- 
vances in  many  working-class  districts, 
beating  out  both  Communists  and 
Socialists  in  the  former  “Red  Belt"  of 
the  lie  de  France  region  around  Paris.  In 
the  department  of  Seine-Saint  Denis,  a 
former  PCF  bastion,  and  surrounding 
areas,  the  NF  vote  was  as  high  as  29 
to  31  percent.  The  PCF/PS  reformists’ 
groveling  loyalty  to  the  capitalist  state 
has  meant  that  for  the  last  decade  they 
have  imposed  brutal  anti-working-class 
austerity,  while  themselves  launching 
racist  anti-immigrant  attacks,  such  as  the 
PCF’s  infamous  1981  bulldozer  assault 
on  an  African  workers’  hostel  in  Vitry. 
This  has  led  backward  sections  of  the 
working  class  into  the  arms  of  the  fas- 
cists. But  there  are  many  more  who 
would  combat  the  racist  scum.  What  they 
lack  is  a class-struggle  leadership. 

At  each  stop  during  Le  Pen’s  electoral 
campaign,  thousands  of  demonstrators 
mobilized  to  try  to  stop  him  from  spew- 
ing forth  his  calls  to  race-hatred  and 
anti-Semitism.  For  the  liberal,  social- 


democratic  and  Stalinist  organizers, 
these  actions  were  largely  intended  as 
an  electoral  ploy,  but  they  intersected  a 
widespread  desire  to  sweep  the  fascist 
scum  off  the  streets.  In  the  week  before 
the  elections  in  Limoges,  in  central 
France,  several  hundred  demonstrators 
prevented  the  plane  of  one  FN  leader 
from  landing.  Le  Pen  got  the  same  treat- 
ment in  Corsica.  However,  instead  of 
mobilizing  the  workers  movement,  the 
organizers  of  these  actions  sought  to 
pressure  Mitterrand  to  ban  the  FN  meet- 
ings— which  the  government  did  several 
times,  while  unleashing  its  cops  to  pro- 
tect the  fascists  from  the  most  combative 
of  the  anti-fascist  demonstrators. 

Opposing  such  dangerous  reformist 
illusions  in  the  bourgeois  state,  our  com- 
rades of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France 
(LTF)  have  been  present  in  the  anti- 
fascist rallies  and  demonstrations,  like 
the  one  in  Rouen  on  March  6.  The  LTF 
calls  for  all  the  intended  victims  of  the 
fascists  to  join  together  in  powerful 
united-front  actions  based  on  the  power 
of  the  organized  working  class  against 
the  common  enemy.  For  labor/immigrant 
mobilizations  to  smash  the  fascists! 

An  urgent  deadline  is  coming  up  on 
May  Day.  when  the  National  Front 
goons  are  preparing  once  again  to  parade 
through  Paris.  Our  comrade.  Gilles 
Cazin,  an  auto  worker  from  the  Renault- 
Cleon  plant  in  Rouen,  took  the  floor 
at  a February  15  meeting  of  his  CGT 
union  local  in  order  to  underline  the 
urgency  of  a working-class  counter- 
attack against  this  provocation:  "The 
First  of  May  is  a workers’  conquest.  For 
several  years  now.  Le  Pen  has  carried 
out  a provocation  against  the  working 
class  by  demonstrating  on  this  day.  A 
few  tens  of  thousands  of  workers  organ- 
ized by  their  unions  would  be  sufficient 


to  sweep  this  scum  off  the  streets.  Only 
the  working  class  has  the  power  to  stop 
the  fascists.” 

NATO  Popular  Front  of 
Anti-Worker  Austerity 

Just  days  after  the  election  debacle. 
Mitterrand  sacrificed  his  prime  minister, 
Edith  Cresson.  During  her  year  in  office, 
this  ineffectual  social-democratic  imi- 
tation of  Margaret  Thatcher  “distin- 


guished" herself  by  her  virulent  anti- 
Japanese  and  anti-homosexual  diatribes. 
The  new  prime  minister.  Pierre  Bere- 
govoy, is  the  former  minister  of  the  econ- 
omy and  finances,  a hardline  monetarist 
and  champion  of  anti-worker  austerity. 
Beregovoy  wins  hands  down  the  prize 
of  the  most  popular  "socialist"... in  the 
leading  circles  of  finance  capital. 

The  first  commitment  made  by  the 
Beregovoy  government  was  to  keep  up 
the  campaign  to  destroy  the  CGT  dock- 
ers’ union,  one  of  the  rare  sectors  in 
which  there  is  a real  system  of  union 
control  of  hiring.  Broad  and  determined 
workers  action  to  defeat  the  assault  on 
this  union  bastion  could  be  the  coup  de 
grdee  for  this  tottering  regime.  That  is 
precisely  why  the  Stalinist  reformist 
PCF  leadership  of  the  CGT,  which  is 
directly  targeted  by  this  attack  but  bound 
to  Mitterrand  by  their  popular-front  pol- 
itics, channeled  the  dockers  into  a losing 
“strategy"  of  weekly  24-  and  48-hour 
strikes  and  made  no  attempt  to  link  up 
with  other  port  workers  who  are  also 
under  attack. 

In  1981  the  bourgeoisie  agreed  to  hand 
over  the  reins  of  state  to  Mitterrand,  can- 
didate of  a class-collaborationist  alliance 
extending  from  a section  of  the  Gaullist 
movement  to  the  PCF  and  the  fake- 
Trotskyist  “far  left.”  The  previous  right- 
wing  Giscard-Barre  government  had  not 
been  able  to  impose  the  anti-labor 
measures  demanded  by  the  bourgeoisie 
against  a combative  working  class,  and 
it  balked  at  firmly  aligning  French  impe- 
rialism with  the  new  anti-Soviet  Cold 
War.  The  bourgeoisie  saw  in  Mitterrand 
a NATO  “socialist"  who  could  carry  out 


a capitalist  “shock  treatment"  at  home, 
and  it  looked  with  favor  on  one  of  the 
goals  this  former  bourgeois  politician 
has  obstinately  pursued  ever  since  1968: 
to  reduce  the  PCF,  which  has  held  the 
dominant  position  in  the  French  workers 
movement  ever  since  the  Second  World 
War,  to  nothing. 

A few  days  after  Mitterrand’s  elec- 
tion, while  Alain  Krivine’s  LCR,  Pierre 
Lambert’s  OC1  (today  PCI-PT)  and 
Lutte  Ouvrifcre  (LO)  hailed  the  "victory 
of  May  10."  our  comrades  of  the  Ligue 
Trotskyste  explained  that  "the  Mitter- 
rand government  will  be  a Cold  War, 
austerity  government”  (Le  Bolchtvik  No. 
26,  June  1981).  In  contrast  to  the 
LCR/PCI/LO  host  of  fake-Trotskyists. 
the  LTF  never  called  for  a vote  for 
Mitterrand. 

The  LCR’s  “critical"  support  to  the 
popular  front  in  the  recent  elections  was 
summed  up  in  their  call  to  "vote  as  far 
left  as  possible.”  Despite  a minimum  of 
anti-government  blustering,  these  latter- 
day  “possibilists"  naturally  called  for  a 
vote  to  the  PS  in  the  second  round  (run- 
ofD  elections  where  a National  Front 
candidate  was  still  in  the  running,  and 
in  other  locations  effectively  encouraged 
a vote  to  the  popular-front  parties  by 
refusing  to  take  any  position  on  the  vote. 

The  PCF,  bled  white  by  the  destruction 
of  its  industrial  bastions  (symbolized 
by  the  recent  closing  of  the  Renault- 


Billancourt  factory)  and  discredited  by 
its  support  to  the  bankrupt  Mitterrand 
regime,  is  today  desperately  trying  to 
survive  as  a social-chauvinist  “Commu- 
nist" sect — without  a “socialist  father- 
land”  to  defend.  After  supporting  Yeltsin 
against  the  Moscow  “putschists"  in  the 
name  of  "democracy,"  the  Marchais 
leadership  proclaimed  from  the  roof- 
tops that  it  no  longer  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  "ex-USSR.”  A few  months 
later,  the  PCF  reaffirmed  its  loyalty 
to  the  French  bourgeoisie  by  breaking 
the  month-long  Renault-Cteon  strike.  At 
the  same  time  it  was  carrying  out  a rac- 
ist campaign  demanding  more  cops  to 
combat  "insecurity"  (code  word  for  anti- 
North  African  and  anti-black  racism). 

The  PCF’s  revolting  propaganda  pan- 
dering to  the  racist  National  Front  elec- 
toral constituency  found  a "far-left"  echo 
in  the  "National-Trotskyist”  sect  LO 
(whose  American  offspring  is  Spark), 
which  carefully  avoids  using  the  word 
"racism"  (quite  a feat  in  1992  France!) 
while  saying  that  it  is  necessary  to  assure 
"security.” 

In  order  to  defeat  the  fascists,  the  pro- 
letariat must  rid  itself  of  the  treacher- 
ous impediment  of  class-collaborationist 
alliances  and  adopt  the  perspective  of  a 
revolutionary  struggle  for  power.  A gen- 
uinely communist,  Leninist-Trotskyist 
leadership  must  be  forged  to  lead  this 
fight  to  victory.  As  the  LTF  spokesman 
said  at  the  March  6 Rouen  anti-fascist 
demonstration:  "It  is  necessary  to  forge 
a multi-ethnic  revolutionary  workers 
party!  We  need  a workers  government 
to  expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  and  smash 
the  fascists  once  and  for  all!"a 
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Rouen,  March  6:  Contingent  of  Ligue  Trotskyste  was  revolutionary  pole  in 
demonstration  against  Le  Pen  s fascists.  Signs  cal!  for  "Worker/Immigrant 
Mobilizations  to  Crush  the  Fascists.” 
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The  smug 
arrogance 
of  Yankee 
imperialist 
occupation 
of  Panama. 


Noriega 

“Trial”... 

(continued  from  page  1) 
offering  to  reduce  his  jail  time  in  return 
for  testifying  against  Washington’s  nem- 
esis. Fidel  Castro.  But  in  Panama  there 
was  no  cheering.  Instead,  riot  police 
fired  on  a crowd  of  hundreds  demanding 
jobs  in  the  city  of  Colon,  where  more 
than  one  in  three  is  unemployed.  The 
"government"  of  U.S.  puppet  Guillermo 
Endara  is  overwhelmingly  unpopular, 
rife  with  corruption  and  up  to  its  nose 
in  cocaine  money  laundering.  Even  DEA 
sources  estimate  that  drug  trafficking 
through  Panama,  far  from  falling,  has 
"doubled"  since  the  Christmas  1989 
invasion. 

Make  no  mistake.  Noriega  was  as 
sleazy  a tinpot  dictator  as  any  on  the 
U.S.  payroll,  though  less  murderous  than 
some  of  Washington’s  "democratic” 
pals.  He  is  an  enemy  of  the  working  peo- 
ple. But  Noriega’s  crimes  are  chicken 
feed  compared  to  the  monstrous  war 
crimes  of  his  imperialist  masters  who 
turned  on  him. 

This  was  the  first  head  of  state  of  a 
foreign  country  ever  convicted  in  an 
American  court.  It  took  25,000  American 
soldiers  and  a full-scale  high-tech  inva- 
sion to  "arrest”  Noriega,  causing  up  to 
3,000  civilian  casualties  and  $1  billion 
in  damages  inflicted  on  the  country’s 
economy.  The  seven-month-long  “trial" 
it  took  to  convict  him  reputedly  cost 
upwards  of  $20  million,  including  pay- 
ments for  bribed  testimony  from  drug 
kingpins.  (This  was  in  addition  to  the 
$164  million  cost  of  the  invasion.)  The 
only  peep  from  the  Democrats  was  to 
meekly  question  whether  the  money 
spent  on  this  imperialist  extravaganza 
was  “worth  it." 

Legally,  the  "trial"  was  an  abomina- 
tion from  start  to  finish.  Federal  district 
court  judge  William  Hoeveler  ruled  as 
irrelevant  or  a threat  to  “national  secu- 
rity" any  mention  of  Noriega’s  decades- 
long  collaboration  with  U.S.  military  and 
intelligence  agencies,  thus  blocking 
efforts  by  the  defense  to  examine  mul- 
tiple dirty  secrets  of  U.S.  policy  in 
Central  America.  The  judge  also  warned 
the  jurors  at  the  outset  that  they  could 
not  take  into  account  any  of  the  politi- 
cal questions,  nor  could  they  consider 


whether  the  U.S.  had  the  right  to  seize 
Noriega  and  try  him:  "I  have  decided 
that  issue."  he  declared  highhandedly. 
"You  are  not  permitted  to  second  guess 
that  decision,  as  it  is  a matter  of  law” 
(New  York  Times,  10  April). 

In  an  all-out  effort  to  get  their  man. 
the  prosecution  relied  on  the  testimony 
of  convicted  drug  traffickers  and  money 
launderers.  One  of  them,  Ramon  Milian, 
reputedly  the  chief  accountant  of  the 
Medellin  Cartel,  was  put  behind  bars 
with  Noriega’s  aid.  One  of  the  most  noto- 
rious was  Carlos  Lehder,  who  used  his 
cocaine  profits  to  build  a Colombian 
Nazi  sect.  According  to  an  11  April 
Newsday  article: 

"In  return  for  his  testimony  against 
Noriega.  Lehder  and  his  family  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  federal  witness  pro- 
tection program.  He  was  transferred  out 
of  the  nation’s  toughest  lockup,  the  U.S. 
Penitentiary  in  Marion,  III.,  and  prom- 
ised eventual  reconsideration  of  his  sen- 
tence of  life  without  parole." 

The  defense,  on  the  other  hand,  brought 
in  as  many  present  and  former  senior 
government  officials  as  it  could  mus- 


ter to  testify  about  their  client’s  year- 
long collaboration  with  the  U.S.  These 
included  a former  DEA  agent  in  Panama, 
the  former  head  of  the  DEA  in  Panama, 
the  former  chief  of  staff  to  Bush  when 


State 

Murder... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

to  the  state’s  argument  for  the  death 

penalty. 

On  April  14,  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee,  a class-struggle  legal  and 
social  defense  organization  associated 
with  the  Spartacist  League,  issued  a 
statement  demanding  "the  abolition  of 
the  barbaric  death  penalty  everywhere  it 
exists.  We  fight  to  abolish  the  death 
penalty  because  we  do  not  accord  the 
state  the  right  to  decide  who  lives  and 
who  dies.  We  oppose  the  death  penalty 
because  this  ‘legal’  brutality  necessarily 


he  was  vice  president,  and  the  former 
CIA  station  chief  in  Panama,  who 
emphasized  the  value  to  the  U.S.  of  the 
information  Noriega  passed  on  about 
Cuba. 

In  a fitting  final  touch,  on  March  30 
Panamanian  police  arrested  the  last 
scheduled  defense  witness.  Fernando 
Jaen,  a former  civilian  aide  to  Noriega 
who  was  to  refute  the  testimony  of  a 
surprise  witness  that  the  prosecution  had 
presented  during  its  rebuttal.  Jaen  was 
arrested  at  the  Panama  City  airport,  as 
he  was  leaving  the  country  after  being 
given  a safe  conduct.  Judge  Hoeveler 
said  he  would  not  delay  the  trial.  Jaen 
was  later  released,  but  not  in  time  to  fly 
to  Miami  to  testify. 

The  parade  of  witnesses,  both  for  and 
against  Noriega,  was  a graphic  display 
of  the  scum  that  Yankee  imperialism  uses 
to  enforce  its  rapacious  domination.  The 
“trial"  itself  was  a brazen  assertion  of 
U.S.  "supersovereignty,”  and  a travesty 
of  every  judicial  norm.  The  50,000  Pana- 
manians made  homeless  by  the  American 
invasion  are  still  living  in  airplane  han- 
gars or  homesteading  in  the  jungle,  while 
the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  hundreds 
who  were  buried  by  the  U.S.  Army  in 
mass  graves  still  mourn.  And  what  about 
the  Pentagon  chiefs  and  that  interna- 
tional outlaw  Bush,  whose  hands  are 
dripping  with  the  blood  of  thousands  of 
innocent  Panamanian  and  Iraqi  dead?  It 
will  take  international  proletarian  revo- 
lution to  bring  these  mass  murderers  to 
justice!  ■ 


enhances  the  brutalization  of  society  in 
all  respects.  And  in  this  racist  country, 
the  primary  victims  of  this  brutality 
are  black." 

The  PDC’s  strategy  of  class-struggle 
defense  is  part  of  the  fight  for  workers 
power.  If  during  the  Depression  the  legal 
machinery  of  death  went  into  high  gear, 
at  the  same  time  a powerful  workers 
movement  fought  to  defend  itself  and  its 
allies.  In  the  1930s,  worldwide  protest 
against  the  racist  frame-up  of  the  Scotts- 
boro  Boys  saved  their  lives  and  exposed 
the  brutal  persecution  of  blacks  in  the 
Deep  South.  It  is  a fighting  labor  move- 
ment— not  impotent  moral  protest,  or 
beseeching  “law  and  order"  Demo- 
crats— which  has  the  power  to  stop  the 
assembly  line  of  death.  ■ 


Spartacist  ^ Educational  Conferences 


New  York 


1 p.m. 

The  Foundations  of 
Communist  Work  Among  Women 

Women’s  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Speaker  Amy  Rath.  Editor,  Women  and  Revolution 

4 p.m. 

The  Struggle  for  a Workers  Party 

Class,  Race  and  the  Bankruptcy 
of  American  Capitalism 

Speaker  Frank  Hunter, 

SL  Central  Committee 


Barnard  College.  116th  St.  & Broadway 
Barnard  Hall.  Room  304 
(Take  #1  IRT  to  1 16th  Street  and  walk  north) 

$3  registration  fee 

For  more  Information,  or  to  obtain  readings,  call  (212)  267-1025 


Saturday,  April  18 


Berkeley 


1 p.m. 

Not  Race  Against  Race, 

But  Class  Against  Class 

For  Workers  Revolution 
in  America! 

Speaker:  Don  Alexander,  SL  Central  Committee 

3:30  p.m. 

The  Russian  Revolutionary 
Movement  from  the  Decembrists 
to  the  Revolution  of  1905 

Speaker  Joseph  Seymour. 

SL  Central  Committee 

University  of  California,  Berkeley 
Evans.  Room  10 

$3  donation 

For  more  information,  or  to  obtain  readings,  call  (510)  839-0051 


Saturday,  May  2 


Chicago 


10  a.m. 

Dialectical  Materialism 
and  the  Soviet  Union 

For  Proletarian 

Political  Revolution  to  Defend 
the  Gains  of  October! 

Speaker  Y Rad,  Trotskyist  League  of  Canada 

2:30  p.m. 

Communism  and  the 
Fight  for  Black  Liberation 

Red  and  Black  in  Racist  America 

Speaker  Brian  Manning.  Spartacist  League 

University  of  Chicago 
Kent  Lecture  Hall 

Main  Quad— Enter  from  58th  Street  and  Ellis  Ave 
$3  registration  fee 

For  more  Information,  or  to  obtain  readings,  call  (312)  663-0715 


Saturday,  May  16 
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Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


State  Murder  Machine  in  High  Gear 


The  State  of  California  has  scheduled 
the  execution  of  Robert  Alton  Harris  for 
April  21.  A quarter  century  has  passed 
since  the  last  execution  in  California, 
when  a black  man,  Aaron  Mitchell,  was 
put  to  death.  For  many  years  recollec- 
tion of  the  outcry  over  the  killing  of 
Caryl  Chessman  in  1960  stayed  the  exe- 
cutioner's hand.  The  Harris  execution 
is  intended  to  seal  the  fate  of  hun- 
dreds already  sentenced  to  die  in  Cali- 
fornia. It  will  likely  be  the  signal  to 
open  the  floodgates  for  legalized  state 
murder  nationwide.  The  national  killing 
machine  is  now  set  to  go  into  high  gear, 
ready  to  extinguish  the  lives  of  2.500 
men,  women  and  youth — overwhelm- 
ingly black.  Hispanic  and  almost  exclu- 
sively very  poor — packed  in  on  Death 
Row  and  waiting  to  die. 

The  death  penalty  in  the  U.S.  has 
always  been  an  extension  of  racist  ter- 
ror— from  the  extralegal  murderers  of 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  to  the  trigger-happy 
cops  shooting  to  kill  on  ghetto  and  barrio 
streets.  "Capital  punishment"  is  merely 
the  juridical  statement  that  for  this  coun- 
try’s racist  rulers  life  is  cheap.  The  death 
penalty  is  the  ultimate  expression  of  the 
government's  war  on  the  black  popula- 
tion. already  squeezed  into  permanent 
unemployment  in  rotting  and  disease- 
ridden  inner  cities  with  no  education, 
no  hospitals,  no  future.  Even  apartheid 
South  Africa  has  now  suspended  the 
death  penalty.  The  fight  to  abolish  the 
death  penalty  is  part  of  the  tradition  of 
struggle  for  black  equality  in  America. 

So  far  this  year  1 1 people  have  already 
been  killed  by  various  states,  compared 
with  14  in  all  of  1991.  Death-penalty 
Dixiecrat  Bill  Clinton,  campaigning  for 
president,  made  a special  point  of  flying 
home  to  Arkansas  in  January  to  preside 


over  the  execution  of  a hopelessly  brain- 
damaged black  man.  Rickey  Ray  Rector. 
In  Delaware,  Steven  Brian  Pennell  was 
killed  by  lethal  injection  on  March  14, 
the  first  execution  there  in  46  years.  In 
Arizona,  Donald  Eugene  Harding  died 


after  ten  and  a half  agonizing  minutes 
in  the  gas  chamber  on  April  6,  the 
first  execution  in  that  state  in  29  years. 
In  California,  Harris  was  evidently  cho- 
sen to  break  the  25-year  hiatus  because 
he  was  convicted  of  the  grisly  murder 
of  two  teenagers,  a crime  sure  to  whet 
the  public's  bloodlust  and  undermine 


opposition  to  the  reintroduction  of  cap- 
ital punishment. 

The  last  time  the  states’  murder 
machines  were  revved  up  so  dramati- 
cally was  during  the  1930s  Depression — 
at  its  peak  199  prisoners  were  killed  in 


one  year — and  it  is  telling  that  the  latest 
bloodletting  comes  in  a period  of  deep- 
ening economic  crisis  and  mass  unem- 
ployment. The  brief  suspension  of  the 
death  penalty  over  two  decades  ago 
proved  to  be  only  a temporary  bow  to 
the  turbulent  '60s,  when  the  mass  civil 
rights  and  antiwar  movements  shook  the 


government  into  granting  a few  conces- 
sions to  buy  off  massive  unrest.  By  1976 
the  Supreme  Court  had  reinstituted  it  in 
law.  but  the  168  executions  carried  out 
since  then  had  until  recently  been  con- 
fined largely  to  the  reactionary  Southern 
states  of  Texas,  Florida  and  Louisiana. 

In  the  Reagan/Bush  years,  both  Dem- 
ocrats and  Republicans  conspired  to  put 
an  end  to  habeas  corpus  appeals  to  the 
federal  courts  by  prisoners  on  state  death 
rows,  supposedly  in  the  name  of  fighting 
“crime."  Now  many  prisoners'  appeals 
have  run  out  or  have  been  blocked  by 
Bush's  packed  Supreme  Court  of  Death. 
In  one  notoriously  bizarre  case,  the 
Court  is  scheduled  to  hear  an  appeal  by 
Texas  prisoner  Leonel  Herrera,  who  had 
uncovered  new  evidence  proving  his 
innocence.  The  Court  agreed  to  hear  the 
case  in  October,  but  accepting  the  state's 
contention  that  innocence  is  irrelevant, 
it  refused  to  stay  Herrera's  execution  (he 
won  a stay  from  a Texas  court). 

These  accelerating  executions  make 
more  urgent  the  cause  of  former  Black 
Panther  Party  spokesman  and  prominent 
journalist  and  MOVE  supporter,  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal,  now  a political  prisoner  on 
death  row  in  Pennsylvania.  Jamal  was 
sentenced  to  die  because  as  a fighter  for 
black  liberation  he  had  been  in  the  cross 
hairs  of  the  racist  Philadelphia  cops  for 
almost  20  years.  Last  month  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  threw  out  a death  penalty 
conviction  on  the  grounds  that  prisoner 
David  Dawson’s  political  affiliation  had 
been  improperly  raised  by  the  prosecu- 
tion to  prejudice  the  jury.  Dawson  was 
a member  of  the  racist  white  Aryan 
Brotherhood.  But  the  same  Court  refused 
to  even  hear  Jamal’s  appeal  that  his  Black 
Panther  Party  membership  was  central 
continued  on  page  II 


Demonstrators 
in  Chicago, 
April  1989, 
protest  the 
death  penalty, 
call  to  save 
life  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, 
black  political 
prisoner  on 
death  row. 


Austerity  “Socialists’’  Routed.  Ominous  Fascist  Gains 


Anti-Immigrant  Elections  in  France 


_ . . . vO  Press  Facelly/Sipa 

French  fascists  gear  up  for  more  racist  attacks,  feeding  off  discontent  produced  by  austerity  policies  of  Cold  War 
popular  front.  Right:  Mitterrand  meets  electoral  Waterloo. 


PARIS.  April  11 — After  ten  years  in 
office,  the  Mitterrand  regime  is  in  its 
death  throes.  The  March  22  elections  for 
regional  councils  were  an  ignominious 
rout  for  the  Socialist  Party  (PS).  Only  a 
few  months  ago.  these  social  democrats 
cherished  the  hope  of  becoming  a “party 
of  the  entire  left  and  all  progressive 
forces."  Now  the  PS  has  precipitously 
tumbled  from  30  percent  to  less  than  20 
percent  of  the  vote.  In  the  three  most 
populous  regions — around  Marseille, 
Lyon  and  Paris — the  fascist  National 
Front  (FN)  of  Jean-Marie  Le  Pen  is  now 
the  second  largest  party,  with  the  parlia- 
mentary right-wing  electoral  cartel  tak- 
ing first  place.  Although  the  French 
Communist  Party  (PCF)  got  no  more 
than  8 percent  nationally,  the  FN  reaped 
14  percent  of  the  votes,  and  more  than 
20  percent  in  most  of  the  big  urban  areas. 

Le  Pen's  FN  and  his  racist  killers  have 
continued  on  page  10 
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Black  Liberation  and  the  Fight  for  a Workers  Party 


The  Bankruptcy  of 
American  Capitalism 
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WV  Photo 

NYC  transit  workers  demonstrate  against  layoffs.  To  unchain  labor's  power, 
the  pro-capitalist  union  tops  must  be  swept  aside. 


Wir  prim  below  an  edited  talk  by  Frank 
Hunter  of  the  Spartacist  League  Central 
Committee,  given  in  New  York  City  at  an 
East  Coast  SL  educational  conference  on 
April  18. 

It's  appropriate,  since  we  seem  to  be 
next  to  a room  called  the  Sulzberger  Par- 
lor. that  today's  New  York  Times  is  head- 
lined: “Young  Black  Men  in  Capital: 
Study  Finds  42%  in  Courts."  It's  an  arti- 
cle which  says  that  the  American  social 
safety  net  has  been  replaced  by  a dragnet. 
The  first  part  of  that  is  a lie;  there  never 
was  one.  The  second  part  is  all  too  real. 
Eighty-five  percent  of  black  men  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  are  arrested  sooner 
or  later,  mostly  sooner.  Forty-two  per- 
cent of  the  black  men  between  18  and 
35  are  under  the  "supervision,"  as  the 
euphemism  is,  of  the  judicial  system 
in  this  country.  Fifteen  percent  are  in 
prison,  21  percent  are  on  parole  or  pro- 
bation; 6 percent  are  on  bond  or  are 
wanted. 

After  World  War  II,  the  head  of 
General  Electric.  Charles  E.  Wilson,  who 
was  one  of  the  more  adept  practitioners 
of  labor  discipline  in  this  country,  spoke 
for  the  capitalist  class  when  he  said 
the  problems  of  the  United  States  can 
be  summed  up  as  two:  Russia  abroad, 
labor  at  home.  The  only  reason  Wilson 
didn't  add  blacks  to  his  formula  was  that 
Jim  Crow  was  still  in  place;  a few  years 


later,  he  certainly  would  have.  A more 
astute  spokesman  today  would  add  the 
upsurge  of  Latino  labor,  particularly  on 
the  West  Coast  and  the  Southwest,  to 


the  worry  points  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

So  today,  even  as  the  ideologues  of 
the  rulers  of  this  country  arrogantly  pro- 
claim the  end  of  history,  the  death  of 


communism,  and  their  dreams  of  the  end 
of  class  struggle,  they  have  not  let  up 
one  iota  in  their  attacks  on  the  working 
class  and  the  poor  and  the  blacks  and 
the  Latinos  in  this  country.  Soviet  work- 
ers facing  the  wonders  of  the  "free  mar- 
ket" should  ask  a Caterpillar  worker,  or 
perhaps  a motorman  out  here  on  the 
No.  1 line,  about  the  wonders  of  the 
"free  market." 

Or  they  could  ask  a Bolivian  tin  miner, 
who's  gone  because  of  Jeffrey  Sachs.  Or 
a Polish  steel  worker.  Or  anybody  in  the 
East  German  proletariat,  which  has  seen 
a 75  percent  drop  in  industrial  produc- 
tion. the  annihilation  of  that  economy. 
But  Russian  workers  don't  really  have 
to  ask,  because  unfortunately  today 
they’re  getting  firsthand  the  experience 
of  the  homelessness,  the  unemployment 
that  you  see  every  day  on  the  streets  of 
New  York  and  Detroit. 

Just  a year  ago.  Ml  tanks  and  Patriot 
launchers  were  rumbling  up  those 
streets,  coming  up  Broadway  through  the 
canyons  of  Wall  Street.  And  the  "Dem- 
ocratic Socialist”  mayor  Dinkins  was 
rolling  out  the  red  carpet  to  celebrate 
Desert  Slaughter  and  the  triumph  of  the 
New  World  Order  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 
A lot  of  people  turned  out,  but  nowhere 
near  the  number  that  have  been  laid  off 
in  this  recession  in  the  state  of  New  York 
alone — over  half  a million  people. 

continued  on  page  8 


Murder  in  Moscow: 

We  Demand  a Serious  Investigation 

Protests  in  12  Cities  Worldwide 


The  following  press  release  was  issued  on  April  21 
by  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.  announcing  protests  to 
be  held  on  April  30  in  12  cities  worldwide.  In  the  U.S.. 
demonstrations  will  be  held  at  Russian  consulates  in 
New  York  and  San  Francisco,  and  at  the  Russian 
embassy  in  Washington.  D C. 

Martha  Phillips,  an  American  Trotskyist  of  Jewish 
background,  living,  working  and  politically  active  in 
Moscow,  was  found  brutally  strangled  and  stabbed 
on  the  morning  of  February  9,  hours  before  a major 
anti-Yeltsin  demonstration  there.  Ten  weeks  later.  Mos- 
cow authorities  have  yet  to  show  any  progress  in  track- 
ing down  whoever  is  guilty  of  this  vile  crime.  Martha 
Phillips’  death  and  the  investigation  itself  remain  mys- 
terious. And  while  normally  the  murder  of  an  American 
in  Moscow  would  provoke  substantial  Soviet  and  inter- 


national press  coverage,  in  this  case  there  has  been  a 
virtual  blackout.  Why? 

“A  heinous  crime  has  been  committed  here.  We 
demand  action."  said  Alison  Spencer,  spokesman  for 
the  U.S.  Spartacist  League  and  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee which  called  for  worldwide  protest  on  behalf  of 
the  International  Communist  League  (Fourth  Interna- 
tionalist). the  ICL.  For  weeks,  though  with  increasing 
impatience  and  concern,  Phillips’  comrades,  friends  and 
loved  ones  have  cooperated  in  good  faith  with  the  mili- 
tia (Moscow  police)  investigation.  Our  urgent  inquiries 
have  been  met  with  stalling,  smokescreens  and  incom- 
petence. We  demand  a serious  investigation! 

Demonstrations  outside  embassy  and  consular  of- 
fices of  Boris  Yeltsin’s  Russian  government  around 
the  world  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  April  30.  the  eve 
continued  on  page  11 


Martha  Phillips 

10  March  1948  - 9 February  1992 
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Protest  against  death  penalty  outside  San  Quentin,  April  1990. 


At  6:10  in  the  morning  of  April  21 
sodium  cyanide  pellets  were  dropped 
into  a waiting  bucket  of  acid,  filling 
the  San  Quentin  gas  chamber  with 
deadly  gas.  One  and  a half  minutes  later 
convicted  killer  Robert  Alton  Harris 
slumped  unconscious  in  his  chair.  For 
the  next  ten  minutes  he  writhed  in  con- 
vulsions. At  6:21  Harris  was  pronounced 
dead. 

As  much  as  the  killing  itself,  the 
Supreme  Court’s  heavy-handed  inter- 
vention to  ram  through  Harris’ execution 
marks  a deadly  watershed.  Rehnquisl, 
Scalia,  Thomas  et  al.  stayed  up  all  night 
to  make  sure  Harris  did  not  live  to  see 
another  day.  In  the  early  morning  hours 
the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
issued  four  separate  slays  of  execution, 


based  on  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union’s  class  action  lawsuit  challenging 
the  use  of  poison  gas  as  cruel  and 
unusual  punishment,  and  on  the  conten- 
tion by  Harris’  lawyers  that  his  brother 
committed  one  of  the  murders  for  which 
he  was  convicted  in  1979.  The  Supreme 
Court  lifted  each  stay.  Finally,  in  an 
unprecedented  move,  at  5:45  a.m.  the 
High  Court  commanded:  “no  further 
stays  of  Robert  Alton  Harris’s  execution 
shall  be  entered  by  the  Federal  courts 
except  upon  order  of  this  Court."  Thirty- 
six  minutes  later  Rehnquist  had  another 
notch  on  his  gavel. 

Executed  alongside  Harris  was  the 
power  of  the  federal  appeals  courts  to 
exercise  their  judicial  powers — if  it 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  state’s  “legal’’ 


murders.  For  months  Rehnquisl  & Co. 
have  been  at  odds  with  the  Ninth  Circuit 
over  that  court’s  refusal  to  hastily  reject 
death  penalty  appeals.  In  January  the 
Supreme  Court  issued  a stem  warning 
to  its  underlings  to  let  the  states  kill.  But 
with  the  Harris  case  they  reached  a new 
level  of  bloodlust,  going  too  far  for  the 
staid  New  York  Times,  which  complained 
that  “The  Court’s  Rush  to  Kill”  again 
"bent  the  Court  out  of  shape." 

Harris’  execution,  the  first  in  Califor- 
nia in  25  years,  reverberated  through 
death  rows  across  the  country.  Though 
Illinois,  Delaware  and  Arizona  recently 
resumed  executions,  it’s  been  commonly 
assumed  that  the  resumption  of  execu- 
tions in  the  "Golden  State,"  with  over 
300  inmates  on  death  row,  would  be  a 
signal  to  open  the  floodgates  for  legal- 
ized state  murder  nationwide.  But  with 
this  grisly  Supreme  Court  intervention 
Harris’  death  was  no  longer  merely  a 
signal — it  was  a command. 

To  prop  up  its  oppressive  class  rule 
in  the  "New  World  Order,"  America’s 
capitalist  rulers  are  in  the  throes  of  a kill 
frenzy — from  the  massacre  of  more  than 
150.000  Iraqis  in  last  year’s  “Desert 
Storm"  to  the  states’  “legal"  lynchings — 
through  the  courts  and  by  racist  cop  kill- 
ings of  impoverished  black  youths  on 
the  streets  of  U.S.  cities.  When  34-year- 
old  Billy  Wayne  White  was  executed  in 
Texas  two  days  after  Harris,  the  New 
York  Times  reported,  “Another  U.S.  Exe- 
cution Amid  Criticism  Abroad.” 

Nobody  wants  to  speed  up  the  assem- 
bly line  of  death  more  than  Chief  “Jus- 
tice" Rehnquist.  Eleven  years  ago  he 
demanded  “let’s  get  on  with  it”  and  has 
since  led  a war  on  challenges  to  the  death 
penalty.  Rehnquist  has  also  gone  after 
most  provisions  of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
Frustrated  at  Congress’  failure  to  enact 
a crime  bill  which  would  gut  the  right 
of  habeas  corpus  challenges,  the  Court 
recently  accepted  an  appeal  with  the 
declared  intent  to  use  it  to  circumvent 
Congress  and  eliminate  by  judicial  fiat 
the  right  of  federal  habeas  review  of 
most  state  court  convictions.  The  high 
court  of  American  imperialism  is  bent 
on  building  up  its  deadly  apparatus  of 
government  terror. 

As  Harris  was  led  to  the  gas  chamber 
he  quipped,  "You  can  be  a king  or  a 
street  sweeper,  but  everybody  dances 
with  the  Grim  Reaper."  Maybe  so — but 
for  the  rich  in  racist  capitalist  America 
an  invitation  to  that  prom  doesn’t  come 
on  the  end  of  a rope,  in  the  seat  of  an 
electric  chair  or  the  gas  chamber.  Of  the 
more  than  2,500  on  America’s  death 
rows,  about  half  are  black  or  Hispanic, 
almost  all  are  poor. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has 
been  active  in  opposing  the  death  pen- 
alty. As  part  of  that  opposition  we  have 
played  a leading  role  in  the  campaign  to 
save  death  row  political  prisoner  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  More  than  any  other.  Jamal's 
case  expresses  what  the  death  penalty 
is  about.  A former  Black  Panther 
Party  spokesman,  prominent  Philadel- 
phia journalist  known  as  "the  voice  of 
the  voiceless,"  and  well-known  sup- 


porter of  the  MOVE  organization,  Jamal 
was  framed  in  1982  on  charges  of  killing 
a cop  and  sentenced  to  death  specifically 
for  his  history  of  political  activity.  Jamal 
is  one  of  140  on  death  row  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  Democratic  governor  Rob- 
ert Casey  is  intent  on  ending  that  state’s 
30-year  moratorium  on  executions. 

In  a taped  message  from  death  row 
broadcast  on  KPFA  radio  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  on  the  eve  of  Harris' 
execution,  Jamal  demonstrated  the  elo- 
quent power  and  compassion  which  the 
racist  state  authorities  are  determined  to 
still  forever: 

"A  man  with  organic  brain  damage,  if 
the  politicians  of  death  prevail,  will  usher 
in  the  roll  of  deadly  dice  that  threatens 
over  300  men  and  women  on  California’s 
death  row.  and  by  extension  over  2.500 
people  in  34  states.  These  2.500-odd  peo- 
ple. of  which  ! am  a member,  have  long 
ago  lost  our  lives  as  we  became  stiff 
cardboard  symbols,  props  for  faltering 
political  campaigns,  living  non-persons 
whose  features,  foibles  and  wretched 
lives  have  propelled  ambitious  politi- 
cians into  ever-higher  office,  while  they 
promise  illusions  of  public  safety  that 
never  become  reality. 

"We  are  New  Age  sacrifices  lain  upon 
the  altar  of  political  expediency  to 
appease  an  insatiable  god  of  blind  ambi- 
tion, and  judges  become  high  priests, 
offering  our  lives,  our  blood,  our  san- 
ity in  a corrupt,  leaking  chalice  called 
finality. 

"If  Robert  Alton  Harris  is  legally  asphyx- 
iated. that  is,  choked  to  death  by  the 
poison  fumes  of  the  San  Quentin  gas 
chamber,  not  one  Californian  will  arise 
on  the  morning  after,  on  April  22,  feeling 
the  least  bit  safer. 

“This,  the  first  legalized  state  murder  in 
California  in  25  years,  will  be  for 
naught — it  will  be  the  premeditated,  pre- 
planned killing  of  a brain-damaged  man. 
whose  extinguishing  will  cause  a debit 
in  the  life  of  human — not  a credit." 

Abolish  the  racist  death  penalty!  Save 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  (For  information 
about  the  campaign  to  save  Jamal  con- 
tact the  Partisan  Defense  Committee.) 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  continue 
to  support  and  build  the  PDC.  Be- 
come a monthly  sustaining  contributor. 
Send  a donation  of  $5  or  more  and 
receive  a subscription  to  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes.  For  a single  copy  send 
$1  to:  Partisan  Defense  Committee. 
P.O.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station.  New 
York.  NY  10013.  ■ 

/ \ 

Spartacist  League 
Public  Offices 

—MARXIST  LITERATURE— 

Bay  Area 

Thurs  . 5:30-6:00  p.m  , Sat  1:00-5:00  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor  (near  17th  Street) 

Oakland,  California  Phone:  (510)  839-0851 

Chicago 

Tues.  5:00-9:00p.m., Sat.  1 1 00a  m.-2:00p.m. 

161  W Harrison  St.,  10th  Floor 

Chicago,  Illinois  Phone:  (312)  663-0715 

New  York  City 

Tues.  6.30-9:00  p.m..  Sat  1 00-5:00  p.m. 

41  Warren  St  (one  block  below 

Chambers  St.  near  Church  St) 

New  York.  NY  Phone  (212)  267-1025 

V / 


Remember  Class-War  Prisoners 
on  May  Day 

As  long  as  the  system  of  capitalist  exploita- 
tion remains,  those  who  fight  against  it  will 
be  subject  to  persecution  and  imprisonment 
by  the  ruling  class.  Following  the  Russian 
October  Revolution  of  1 91 7.  which  inspired 
workers  around  the  world,  the  American 
rulers  launched  a vicious  anti-Communist 
terror  campaign.  The  "red  scare"  forced  the 

TROTSKY  newly  formed  Communist  Party  to  go  under-  LENIN 

ground  as  thousands  of  working-class  mili- 
tants were  arrested  or  deported  in  the  " Palmer  Raids."  James  P Cannon,  a CP  leader 
who  went  on  to  become  founder  of  the  American  Trotskyist  movement,  dedicated  May 
Day  1921  to  the  memory  and  defense  of  class-war  prisoners. 

The  ruling  class  of  America  used  to  laugh  at  the  talk  about  socialism.  They  didn't 
take  it  seriously.  But  the  Russian  revolution  created  a panic  amongst  them.  It  demon- 
strated that  the  thing  can  be  put  over  quickly  if  the  lime  is  ripe  and  the  workers  get 
the  right  idea.  When  they  saw  the  conditions  for  working  class  revolt  developing  here 
in  the  United  States,  they  began  to  search  for  agitators  to  put  in  their  jails.  They 
wanted  to  lock  up  their  ideas.... 

There  is  a definite  purpose  behind  this  persistent  and  systematic  railroading  of 
working  class  agitators.  The  money-sharks  who  rule  America  thought  they  would  be 
able  to  break  up  the  movement  by  taking  away  the  leaders  and  intimidating  the  rank 
and  file.  But  the  revolutionary  movement  grows  up  out  of  the  life  needs  of  the  workers 
and  there  is  no  power  that  can  break  it.  Persecution  is  but  the  fire  in  which  it  is 
tempered  and  hardened.  When  leaders  go  to  prison  others  come  foward  out  of  the  ranks 
and  take  their  places.  When  fainthearted  followers  desert,  new  recruits,  better  suited 
for  the  stern  requirements  of  the  class  war.  are  enlisted. 

The  men  who  have  gone  to  prison  for  the  workers’  cause  know  this.  That  knowledge 
enables  them  to  bear  their  confinement  without  complaint,  oppressive  as  it  is  to  men 
of  independent  spirit.  They  see  the  proletarian  revolution  still  triumphant  in  Russia; 
they  see  it  rising  in  all  the  countries  of  Europe  where  capitalism  has  played  out  its 
string  and  cannot  reorganize  production;  they  know  that  we.  who  are  on  the  outside 
of  the  jails,  have  not  forgotten  them  nor  our  sacred  obligation  to  appeal  to  the  all- 
powerful  workers  in  their  behalf. 

The  day  is  coming  when  the  toiling  masses  of  America  will  hear  that  appeal  and 
act  upon  it.  Then  the  prison  doors  will  be  opened  and  the  prisoners  set  free,  for  the 
masses  have  an  authority  higher  than  that  of  any  court.  To  redouble  our  efforts  to 
hasten  on  the  day  of  liberation  is  the  pledge  we  make  to  our  imprisoned  comrades  on 
this  First  of  May. 

— James  P.  Cannon,  "The  Political  Prisoners,"  The  Red  Album  (1921) 
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Editorial  Notes 


British  “Workers  Power”: 

More  from  the  Yuri  Butchenko  Brigade 


The  massive  turnout  by  some  200,000 
or  more  Moscow  workers  for  the  March 
17  anti-Yeltsin  protest,  like  the  Rev- 
olution Day  march  last  November  7, 
demonstrated  the  depth  of  popular  anger 
in  the  Soviet  Union  over  the  immis- 
eration  being  introduced  by  Yeltsin's 
starvation  policies.  Yet  a gaggle  of  West- 
ern fake-leftists  have  tried  to  play  down 
the  size  of  the  anti-Yeltsin  demonstra- 
tions. which  is  not  surprising,  as  they 
themselves  hailed  Yeltsin's  countercoup 
last  August.  With  Soviet  workers  being 
ravaged  by  “free  market"  misery,  these 
"traitors,  not  Trotskyists."  as  we  labeled 
them  several  months  ago.  have  to  lie 
about  the  size  and  composition  of  pro- 
test demonstrations  in  order  to  cover  up 
their  own  criminal  support  for  capitalist 
counterrevolution. 

So  the  up  to  90,000  who  marched 
on  Revolution  Day  became,  in  the  eyes 
of  Cliff  Slaughter's  British  Workers  Rev- 
olutionary Party,  “about  6,000."  The 
British  Workers  Power  (December  1991) 
went  even  further,  ludicrously  deriding 
that  mass  protest  with  its  red  flags  and 
portraits  of  Lenin  as  a “motley  crew  of 
ageing  Stalinists  led  by  Nina  Andrejeva, 
Pamyat  supporters... and  a few  monarch- 
ists.” While  we  sold  more  than  4.000 
pieces  of  literature  to  Revolution  Day 
marchers.  WPand  the  Slaughterites  were 
engaged  in  a tiny  Third  Camp  stunt  with 
a few  hundred  people  off  to  the  side. 
No  doubt  miffed  that  our  opposition 
to  Yeltsin  counterrevolution  was  gain- 
ing a hearing  among  Soviet  workers, 
Workers  Power  manufactured  the  out- 
landish claim  that  International  Commu- 
nist League  supporters  at  Revolution 
Day  "proceeded  to  share  a platform  with 
the  Stalinists  and  Pamyat.” 

To  the  WP  small-time  practitioners  of 
the  Big  Lie,  it  hardly  mattered  that  the 
fascist  Pamyat  did  not  even  have  an 
organized  presence  at  the  march,  or  that 
the  Stalinist  organizers  shut  down  the 
podium  rather  than  allow  our  comrades 
to  speak.  Workers  Hammer  (No.  127. 
January /February  1992),  newspaper  of 


the  Spartacisl  League/Britain,  remarked: 
"It  takes  a lot  of  chutzpah  not  to  mention 
gross  cynicism  from  Workers  Power  to 
try  this  on.  After  the  infamous  Yuri  But- 
chenko scandal  Workers  Power  has  some 
real,  documented  expertise  in  the  dirty 
business  of  dealing  with  outright  fascist 
outfits.”  In  the  summer  of  1990.  WP 
sponsored  a British  tour  of  the  Soviet 


“worker"  Butchenko.  in  full  knowledge 
that  he  was  connected  to  the  MI6/CIA- 
financed  pro-Nazi  NTS. 

But  then  these  inveterate  opportunists 
evidently  decided  that  the  Stalinist- 
organized  demos  were  the  only  show  in 
town,  and  changed  tack.  The  January 
Workers  Power  congratulated  itself  for 
selling  "over  100  copies”  of  its  Russian- 
language  journal  at  an  “early  January 
Moscow  march  against  price  rises." 


Unlike  Revolution  Day.  the  January  12 
protest  was  marked  by  a pronounced  and 
organized  nationalist/fascist  presence 
(see  WV  No.  543,  24  January).  Yet  Work- 
ers Power  said  not  a word  about  this — 
maybe  they  didn't  “notice."  The  WP 
supporter  there  was  at  the  very  least 
obtusely  obstructionist,  getting  in  the 
way  as  our  comrades  sought  to  defend 


themselves  from  harassment  by  an 
aggressive  clot  of  Pamyat  fascists.  And 
he  certainly  didn’t  solidarize  with  our 
sharp  denunciations  of  anti-Semitism 
and  Great  Russian  chauvinism. 

Now  the  March  issue  of  Workers 
Power  announces  it  will  intervene  in 
these  demonstrations  "to  offer  those 
under  the  sway  of  the  Stalino-fascist 
bloc  an  alternative  answer."  Mean- 
while it  denounces  the  Spartacists  for 


"bordering  on  criminal  irresponsibility" 
because  we  "puff  up  the  size”  of  the  anti- 
Yeltsin  protests  (which  even  in  WP's 
lying  accounts  have  grown  from  “motley 
crews"  of  fascists  and  deadbeat  Stalinists 
to  not  "more  than  40.000"). 

The  Workers  Power  article  pictures  a 
reproduction  of  a leaflet  they  distributed 
at  the  Soviet  Army  Day  march  on 
February  23,  which  in  WP's  own  words 
was  "the  most  nationalist”  so  far.  The 
article  solemnly  declares:  "Revolution- 
aries bore  an  absolute  responsibility  to 
confront  the  anti-Semitic  and  chauvinist 
rhetoric....” 

Revolutionaries  did.  But  WP's  sup- 


posed broadside  against  "anti-Semitic 
and  chauvinist  rhetoric”  has  not  a 
mention  of  internationalism,  nor  of 
defense  of  Jews  or  other  national 
minorities.  In  fact,  it  does  not  even 
contain  the  words  " Jewish  person," 
"anti-Semitism,"  "Pamyat"  or  "fascist." 
It's  no  accident  that  the  leaflet  is 
reproduced  in  its  British  newspaper 
only  in  Russian.  (WP  is  so  parochial 
continued  on  page  II 


Big  Lie:  New  York  Times  Calls  This  10, 


Den 


Moscow,  March  17:  More  than  200,000  protested  in  Manezh  Square  near  the  Kremlin  against  Yeltsin's  drive  to  impose 
"free  market"  misery. 


BT  Sleazeball  Says:  Ax  the  Pensioners 


Militant  Printer 


Health  Insurance  Crisis! 


Some  "militant":  Fred  Ferguson, 
lauded  by  BT,  calls  for  axing  retirees’ 
medical  benefits. 


ealth  and  Welfare  Committee  Proposals 

1.  Proposal  for  an  additional  $2.00  bt  dlvtrUd  from  wages  (in  a few 
commercial  shops  this  will  be  paid  by  the  employer)  with  55  cents  to  be 
applied  to  the  cost  of  working  members  coverage  and  the  balance  to  be 
to  subsidize  retirees  benefits  for  1991.  At  the  end  of  calendar  year 
the  entire  subsidy  for  retirees  will  be  discontinued. 

AU 

but  55  cents  of  that  money  will  go  to 
iocaass  the  subsidy  of  the  retirees 
premium  for  1992.  With  the  loss  of 
vision  care  and  other  changes  in  the 
rules  (see  box),  this  will  provide  the 
funds  that  will  allow  our  pensioners 
an  entire  year  to  arrange  their  own 
purchase  of  policies  to  supplement  the 
'unds  they  receive  from  Medicare. 


SAN  FRANCISCO — You  can’t  pick  up 
a newspaper  these  days  without  con- 
fronting the  atrocities  wrought  by  the 
bosses'  and  insurance  industry’s  gutting 
of  health  care — it’s  the  issue  in  scores 
of  strikes.  Older  workers,  if  they  are 
among  the  34  million  workers  without 
health  insurance,  retire  to  face  the  night- 
mare of  the  public  "health"  system. 
Often,  that  means  dying  in  a pool  of 
urine  on  a gurney  in  the  corridor  of  some 
county  hospital.  Well,  now  we’re  told  by 
the  so-called  Bolshevik  Tendency,  that’s 
just  the  way  it’s  gotta  be. 

A newly  surfaced  BT  publication. 
1917  West,  reprints  an  article  on  health 
care.  The  article  appeared  in  the  Militant 
Printer,  an  “oppositional”  newsletter  in 
the  Bay  Area  printers  union  put  out  by 
one  Fred  Ferguson  and  described  as 
“politically  supported  by  the  Bolshevik 
Tendency."  What  you  see  in  1917  West 
is  something  titled  "Good  Health  Care — 
Only  If  You  Have  the  Money."  What  they 
don’t  print  is  the  other  three-fourths  of 
the  newsletter,  which  details  Ferguson’s 
proposal,  as  a member  of  the  union’s 
Health  and  Welfare  Committee,  to  dump 
the  retirees  off  the  union  medical  plan! 

Ferguson  "faces  the  facts"  of  a deci- 
mated printing  industry  and  a rotten 
union  bureaucracy  by  calling  "For  a 
Limited  and  Orderly  Retreat.”  What  he 


really  means  is  framed  in  a little  box  on 
page  2 called  "Health  and  Welfare  Com- 
mittee Proposals":  "At  the  end  of  calen- 
dar year  1992,  the  entire  subsidy  for 
retirees  will  be  discontinued.”  Ferguson 
goes  on  to  explain  that  he  supports  the 
elimination  of  vision  care  and  the  impo- 
sition of  other  takebacks  to  “provide  the 
funds  that  will  allow  our  pensioners  an 
entire  year  to  arrange  their  own  purchase 


of  policies  to  supplement  the  funds  they 
receive  from  Medicare."  How  generous 
of  Ferguson — a whole  year  to  scrape  up 
funds  for  your  own  funeral!  Fortunately, 
the  Committee's  proposal  has  been 
ignored. 

What  an  obscenity — a union  "mili- 
tant" trying  to  victimize  retired  workers 
in  the  interest  of  administering  the  plan 
for  the  employers.  The  whole  newsletter 


sounds  like  some  sleazy  social  democrat 
administering  a bankrupt  capitalist  econ- 
omy. It  even  praises  Germany  for  pro- 
viding "reasonably  priced  health  care." 
and  indeed  ascribes  this  system  to  the 
German  Social  Democrats!  In  reality,  the 
German  insurance  system  was  instituted 
by  Bismarck  against  socialist  objections 
that  the  money  would  be  controlled 
by  the  Kaiser. 

No  red  worthy  of  the  name  would  be 
caught  dead  doing  this  dirty  deal  for  the 
bosses — they'd  be  fighting  to  organize 
workers  into  the  union.  But  the  sleaze- 
bag  bush-league  bureaucrat  Ferguson 
grooves  on  it.  A real  socialist  organiza- 
tion would  spit  on  anyone  who  proposed 
putting  veteran  workers  out  to  die  on  the 
street.  But  not  the  BT.  they  print  the  puff 
piece  and  hide  the  dirty  work. 

The  episode  recalls  another  "militant” 
supported  by  the  BT,  Howard  Keylor. 
formerly  of  the  ILWU  longshore  local 
in  San  Francisco.  In  1986  Keylor  did  his 
bit  for  the  Reagan/Meese  war  on  drugs 
by  demanding  “union  discipline"  against 
workers  with  "drug  problems.”  This  call 
for  union  narcs  dovetailed  neatly  with 
the  government’s  and  maritime  bosses' 
use  of  the  drug  scare  to  go  after  union- 
ists. especially  minorities. 

A few  years  ago  we  headlined  an  arti- 
cle on  this  outfit:  “What  Makes  the  BT 
Run?"  The  superhead  was  "Garbage 
Doesn’t  Walk  By  Itself."  In  Ferguson’s 
case,  they  need  a shovel  brigade  with 
big  pails  to  carry  it.  ■ 
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Young  Spartacus 


After  Racist  Rampage  at  Michigan  College 

Black  Students  Walk  Out  of  Olivet 


'V'N 


Saying  goodbye  to  Olivet— black  students  leave  campus  in  protest  of  racist 
violence. 


On  the  night  of  April  2,  a racist  melee 
against  black  students  erupted  at  Olivet, 
a small  liberal  arts  college  110  miles 
west  of  Detroit.  Months  of  harassment 
culminated  in  a campus-wide  racist  riot. 
Black  students,  hopelessly  outnumbered, 
were  beaten  and  chased  by  white  mobs 
yelling,  “Run.  niggers,  run!  Go  back 
where  you  came  from!"  Two  students 
were  sent  to  the  hospital.  In  the  next 
days,  as  black  students  were  terrorized 
with  death  threats  from  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan,  college  administrators  babbled 
about  introducing  a "multicultural  cur- 
riculum" and  ostentatiously  refused  to 
take  any  action  against  the  white 
fraternity  thugs  who  incited  the  mob 
attack.  Virtually  the  entire  black  student 
population  (over  50  of  the  60  black 
students  enrolled)  packed  their  bags  and 
left  Olivet  in  protest. 

With  just  two  weeks  left  in  the  semes- 
ter. many  of  the  black  students  who  left 
Olivet  risk  losing  their  degrees,  prom- 
ised jobs,  and  further  academic  study. 
As  black  student  Henry  Henderson  put 
it.  “It  would  have  been  easier  to  stay, 
but  the  campus  is  unsafe  and  unjust.” 
But  Idris  Fountain,  a black  sophomore 
who  decided  to  stay  at  Olivet,  said. 
"Right  now  we're  in  the  midst  of  a civil 
war  on  this  campus,  and  you  can't  turn 
your  back  on  it."  Speaking  of  the  civil 
rights  struggle,  he  added.  “If  they  had 
quit  the  first  time  they  were  called  'nig- 
ger.' we’d  still  be  riding  in  the  back  of 
the  bus.  I feel  as  though  I have  to  make 
a stand  here.” 

Founded  in  1844  by  abolitionist  John 
Shipherd,  Olivet  was  among  the  first 
colleges  in  the  country  to  admit  blacks 
and  women  In  1986  the  student  body  of 
750  was  15  percent  black — this  year 
the  numbers  plummeted  below  8 percent. 


The  economic  devastation  of  urban  cen- 
ters like  Detroit,  where  most  of  Olivet's 
black  students  come  from,  has  placed 
education  beyond  the  reach  of  most 
black  youth.  And  capitalism  in  decay 
spawns  the  racist  scum,  on  and  off  cam- 
puses. who  look  for  scapegoats  to  bash 
for  the  bankruptcy  of  this  economy — 
targeting  Japanese.  Jews.  Arabs  and, 
especially  in  this  racist  country,  black 
people.  Black  students  at  Olivet  have 
been  under  attack  for  a long  time — inter- 
racial couples  have  been  a particular 
target  Black  students  have  long  feared 
traveling  in  the  surrounding  area  because 
the  Klan  is  active  in  the  small  towns 
around  Olivet. 


In  the  days  before  the  racist  riot,  the 
campus  was  abuzz  with  a lie  that  a white 
sorority  girl  had  been  raped  by  black 
students.  Like  countless  lynch  mobs 
before  them  organized  on  the  pretext  of 
“defending  white  womanhood."  Olivet's 
racists  set  Fires  in  the  hallway  of  a 
predominantly  black  dorm.  Later,  when 
a black  student  went  to  a white  female 
student's  room  to  ask  about  a paper  she 
was  typing  for  him.  a white  frat  mobi- 
lized a racist  mob  to  “defend"  the  white 
girl.  Every  black  man  and  woman  on 
the  campus  became  a physical  target 
for  the  white  racists,  who  turned  the 
campus  into  a boiling  cauldron  of  vio- 
lence that  night. 


Black  students  at  Olivet  distrust  the 
college  administration — and  rightly  so! 
The  administration  called  in  the  FBI  and 
"conflict  resolution  experts"  from  the 
racist  "Justice"  Department — two  arms 
of  the  capitalist  state  that  have  carried 
out  the  murder  and  imprisonment  of  hun- 
dreds of  blacks  and  leftists.  Remember 
Viola  Liuzzo.  a white  civil  rights  worker 
murdered  in  1964  by  an  FBI  "inform- 
ant." Remember  the  Black  Panther  Party 
members  killed  or  framed  up  (like 
Geronimo  Pratt)  in  the  FBI's  COINTEL- 
PRO  program.  With  not  one  black  fac- 
ulty member.  Olivet’s  administration  is 
now  making  noises  about  hiring... black 
cops  (!)  to  police  the  student  body  for 
the  racist  administration. 

Black  students  at  Olivet  are  isolated 
in  a racist  backwater.  Integrated  class 
struggle,  emanating  from  centers  of  pro- 
letarian power,  can  and  must  bring 
decency  even  to  the  Klan-infested  cow 
pastures  of  southwestern  Michigan.  A 
visit  to  Olivet  by  an  integrated  union 
"education”  squad  from  Detroit  would 
teach  a badly  needed  lesson.  On  the  cam- 
puses. the  Spartacus  Youth  Club  has 
taken  the  lead  in  building  student  con- 
tingents for  massive  labor/black  mobili- 
zations that  have  stopped  the  KKK  and 
Nazis  cold  when  they've  tried  to  march 
in  major  urban  centers  coast  to  coast. 
These  mobilizations  serve  notice  to  the 
racist  punks  on  campus  that  their  side 
lost  the  Civil  War  against  slavery!  It’s 
going  to  take  a socialist  revolution  to 
finish  the  job  the  Civil  War  started,  to 
smash  the  race-terrorists  on  and  off  cam- 
pus for  good,  and  eradicate  the  racial 
oppression  that  is  built  into  this  rotting 
capitalist  system.  Then,  among  other 
things,  we  can  have  quality,  free  and 
integrated  education  for  all.  ■ 


Battle  for  Abortion  Rights  in  Buffalo 


Cop  manhandles  abortion  clinic  defender,  Buffalo,  April  25. 


Abortion  rights  were  on  the  line  last 
week  as  rightist  bigots  attempted  to  shut 
down  women’s  clinics  in  Buffalo.  New 
York.  The  god  squads  wanted  to  repeat 
their  siege  of  Wichita  last  summer,  where 
Randall  Terry’s  "Operation  Rescue" 
(OR)  besieged  clinics  for  46  days,  clos- 
ing several  down.  But  this  time  hundreds 
of  women’s  rights  activists,  chanting 
"You're  not  in  Kansas  anymore."  out- 
flanked them  and  kept  the  clinics  open. 
The  battle  in  Buffalo  coincided  with 
hearings  before  the  Supreme  Court  on 
the  Philadelphia  Planned  Parenthood 
case  in  which  the  Bush/Reagan  Court  is 
expected  to  gut  or  lay  the  basis  to  repeal 
Roe  v.  Wade,  the  1973  decision  which 
declared  the  right  to  abortion  constitu- 
tionally protected. 

The  stand  at  the  Buffalo  clinics  came 
amid  growing  frustration  of  “pro- 
choice"  activists  with  the  extreme  legal- 
ism of  mainstream  feminist  leaders  like 
the  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW),  who  ceded  the  initiative  to  the 


extreme  right  wing.  In  December.  Buf- 
falo mayor  James  Griffin  announced  he 
would  welcome  OR  to  town.  Local  clinic 
owners  advised  ignoring  the  siege  or 
relying  on  the  cops.  This  prompted  the 
formation  of  Buffalo  United  for  Choice 
(BUC).  a popular-front  coalition  linking 
more  activist  feminist  and  leftist  groups. 
They  were  joined  by  Los  Angeles  activ- 
ists of  the  "Feminist  Majority”  who 
claim  success  against  OR  with  cellular 
phones  and  mobile  units. 

Earlier,  on  April  5.  half  a million  peo- 
ple turned  out  for  a huge  abortion  rights 
rally  in  Washington,  which  served  as  a 
vehicle  for  grandstanding  by  Democratic 
candidates  Clinton  and  Brown.  The 
bourgeois  feminists  of  NOW  and  the 
National  Abortion  Rights  Action  League 
(NARAL)  are  trying  to  use  this  election 
year  to  present  the  Democrats  and  liberal 
Republicans  as  the  vehicle  for  securing 
abortion  rights.  But  both  capitalist  par- 
ties are  enemies  of  rights  for  women  and 
all  the  oppressed.  With  the  anti-abortion 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


For  a Solid  NYC  Transit  Strike! 


May  1 will  mark  a bitter  anniversary 
for  New  York  City  transit  workers — they 
have  gone  a full  year  without  a contract, 
and  now  they're  losing  their  supplemen- 
tal health  benefits.  The  fund  for  dental, 
vision  and  major  medical  benefits  has 
been  declared  insolvent  by  the  Transit 
Authority  and  the  fund  administrators. 
Now  35.000  members  of  Transport  Work- 
ers Union  Local  100  face  the  deadly  dan- 
gerous working  conditions  and  the  abys- 
mal and  expensive  medical  care  “system" 
in  NYC  without  full  medical  coverage. 

NYC  transit  workers  need  a leadership 
with  the  class-struggle  program  and 
determination  to  use  the  tremendous 
power  that  this  union  has  to  shut  down 
New  York  and  lead  city  unions  against 
the  Wall  Street  bankers  and  Democratic 
Party  politicians  who  are  bleeding  the 
poor  and  working  people  of  New  York. 

Last  month,  the  membership  over- 
whelmingly rejected  a sellout  con- 
tract proposed  by  Local  100  presi- 
dent Sonny  Hall.  This  was  a massive 
repudiation  of  Hall’s  leadership,  but 
TWUers  remain  imprisoned  by  the  class- 
collaborationist,  no-strike  policies  of  the 
bureaucracy,  including  the  New  Direc- 
tions "opposition.” 

Militants  in  the  Committee  for  a Fight- 
ing TWU  (CFTWU)  launched  a petition 
campaign  and  issued  a leaflet  with  a pro- 
granuo  fight  and  win  (see  "NYC  Transit 
Workers:  Rip  Up  the  Taylor  Law!"  WV 
No.  549.  17  April).  On  April  16.  the 
CFTWU  submitted  to  a TWU  executive 
board  meeting  over  1,100  signatures  on 
a petition  calling  for  a mass  meeting  of 
the  union  "to  take  whatever  action  is 
necessary  to  defend  our  jobs,  benefits 
and  working  conditions."  A motion  was 
made  to  call  such  a meeting,  but  it  was 
voted  down  by  the  exec  board. 

The  last  month  has  seen  a dance  by 
the  TA.  Hall  and  New  Directions,  all 
designed  to  put  TWUers  in  the  clutches 
of  a state  arbitrator.  The  TA  bosses 
demanded  binding  arbitration  on  the 
contract  as  the  price  to  keep  the  health 
fund  going.  Hall  postured  against  arbi- 
tration, while  making  noises  about  call- 
ing a "strike  authorization"  vote  in  the 
next  two  weeks.  He  has  created  "Strike 
Information  Committees" — not  to  pre- 
pare the  union  for  battle,  but  to  threaten 


For  a Mass  Meeting  at  the  Garden 
to  Elect  a Strike  Committee! 


the  membership  with  warnings  of  fines 
under  the  state’s  no-strike  Taylor  Law! 

But  even  Hall’s  empty  strike  talk  threw 
New  Directions  into  anti-strike  fits. 
Despite  their  chatter  about  stunts  to  dis- 
rupt the  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion three  months  from  now.  New  Direc- 


ruling  class  that  neither  Hall  nor  New 
Directions  would  ever  strike  the  Big 
Apple.  Hall  told  the  labor-hating  Times 
that  "the  Taylor  Law  is  a disaster  for 
workers  to  go  on  strike.  You  lose  no 
matter  what  happens."  Schermerhom 
said  that  "he  did  not  think  the  union  was 


March  3: 
Transit  workers 
demonstrate 
against  sellout 
contract  proposal 
pushed  by  TWU 
Local  100  chief 
Sonny  Hall.  You 
voted  it  down, 
now  shut  it  down! 


tions  is  dead  set  against  a strike — now 
or  ever.  They  were  against  letting  the 
membership  choose  between  arbitration 
and  a strike,  since  it  would  increase  the 
chances  of  workers  voting  for  a strike! 

A New  Directions  leaflet  argues  that 
“we’ll  be  faced  with  the  prospect  of 
striking  in  May  or  June,  just  about  the 
worst  time  of  year  for  us  to  go  out 
...when  the  weather  is  ideal  for  walking 
or  bicycling."  Who  do  they  think  they're 
fooling?  Just  like  Hall,  last  year  New 
Directions  voted  not  to  strike  and  instead 
work  without  a contract.  They’ve  had  a 
whole  year  to  pick  the  season  and  the 
weather  they  want.  Meanwhile  the  sup- 
plemental health  benefits  are  gone! 

Two  weeks  ago  the  New  York  Times 
held  a “debate"  at  their  offices  between 
Sonny  Hall  and  Tim  Schermerhom.  New 
Directions’  candidate  for  local  president 
last  fall.  This  exercise  was  to  assure  the 


prepared  now  to  go  on  strike." 

Hall  also  engaged  in  some  dirty 
redbaiting  of  New  Directions.  But 
class  struggle  is  the  furthest  thing 
from  these  aspiring  bureaucrats’  minds. 
Naomi  Allen,  a New  Directions  leader 
and  an  avowed  socialist,  was  against 
having  a rally  on  May  1.  pandering  to 
anti-Communist  prejudices  against  May 
Day,  an  international  workers  holiday. 
Another  of  these  "militants”  was  even 
against  wearing  red  armbands! 

Both  Hall  and  New  Directions  knuckle 
under  to  the  Taylor  Law.  Likewise,  sup- 
porters of  Workers  Voice , put  out  by  the 
Marxist-Leninist  Party,  rail  against  the 
dangers  of  a "premature  strike."  But 
transit  workers  are  being  hit  with  Taylor 
Law  arbitration  right  now.  What  transit 
workers  need  is  a leadership  that  will 
mobilize  the  union  in  a solid  strike, 
appealing  to  the  commuter  rail  and  bus 


unions  and  city  workers  to  wage  a hard- 
ball political  fight  against  Wall  Street 
austerity.  And  that  means  above  all  the 
fight  to  break  the  unions  from  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  which  is  administering  the 
vicious  cutbacks. 

The  day  after  Sonny  Hall  begged 
Mayor  Dinkins  and  Cuomo  to  intervene 
in  negotiations  between  the  MTA  and  the 
TWU.  Cuomo  announced  that  New 
Yorkers  "cannot  tolerate  an  illegal  transit 
strike."  Meanwhile.  Dinkins  "discov- 
ered" a cool  half  a billion  dollars  surplus 
in  the  city  budget!  City  workers  are  furi- 
ous. Both  Dinkins  and  Municipal  Assis- 
tance Corporation  honcho  Felix  Rohatyn 
declared  that  the  unions  should  not  gel 
any  ideas  about  pay  raises.  Rohatyn 
blasted  the  mayor  for  using  some  of 
the  money  to  pay  off  bank  debt — he 
doesn't  want  anything  to  loosen  MAC’s 
stranglehold  on  the  city  budget. 

Rohatyn  thinks  he’s  got  the  city  by 
the  throat,  but  a solid  transit  strike  would 
grab  Wall  Street  by  the  halls.  To  be  sure, 
the  capitalist  class  will  not  sit  quietly  by 
while  the  TWU  brings  the  financial  cap- 
ital of  U.S.  imperialism  to  a grinding 
halt.  That’s  why  they  have  their  no-strike 
laws  and  strikebreaking  injunctions.  But 
the  unions’  power  lies  in  organization, 
militancy  and  a leadership  armed  with  a 
class-struggle  program.  Transit  bosses 
can't  replace  35,000  skilled  workers 
overnight.  Key  will  be  spreading  the 
strike  by  appealing  to  the  countless  thou- 
sands of  workers  who  would  love  to  see 
the  unions  dishing  it  out  for  a change. 

Everyone  knows  that  the  capitalists 
have  run  New  York  into  the  ground. 
Rents  are  extortionate,  the  bridges  are 
rusting,  the  subways  are  left  to  crum- 
ble. In  the  current  recession  alone, 
500.000  workers  in  New  York  Slate 
have  lost  their  jobs.  Like  Gerald  Ford. 
Bush’s  message  to  New  Yorkers  is  "Drop 
Dead!"  But  there  is  plenty  of  cash  to 
hire  more  racist  killer  cops  and  arm  them 
with  9 mm.  Glock  semi-automatics,  bil- 
lions more  for  the  S&L  boondoggle,  and 
trillions  to  impose  their  "New  World 
Order"  on  the  world.  Their  decaying 
system  must  be  swept  away  by  forging 
a revolutionary  workers  party  that  will 
expropriate  the  capitalist  class  and  bring 
the  working  class  to  power.  ■ 


bigots  on  the  cutting  edge  of  Ameri- 
can bourgeois  reaction,  defense  of  abor- 
tion rights  requires  a class  mobilization 
against  the  partner  parties  of  racist 
American  capitalism. 

The  legal  showdown  over  abortion 
rights  began  April  22  when  the  Supreme 
Court  heard  opening  arguments  over  a 
challenge  to  the  extremely  restrictive 
1989  Pennsylvania  abortion  law.  An 
almost  identical  Pennsylvania  law  was 
overturned  by  the  high  court  in  1986. 
but  since  that  decision  three  justices  have 
retired,  and  now  black  conservative 
Clarence  Thomas  has  been  added.  Law- 
yers for  Planned  Parenthood  are  demand- 
ing that  the  Court  must  not  "chip  away 
at  fundamental  rights"  but  either  reaffirm 
or  reject  Roe.  This  is  part  of  NOW’s 
strategy  to  make  abortion  rights  an  elec- 
tion issue.  As  Planned  Parenthood  acting 
president  David  Andres  put  it,  “The  real 
decision  will  be  the  decision  made 
by  the  voters  in  November" — i.e..  vote 
Democratic. 

Yet  Buffalo  mayor  Griffin,  who  in- 
vited OR  to  town,  is  a Democrat,  as  is 
Pennsylvania  governor  Casey,  whose 
anti-abortion  law  is  being  challenged  by 
Planned  Parenthood! 

"OR”  Stymied — 

Clinics  Kept  Open 

Tensions  ran  high  in  Buffalo.  As  the 
New  York  Times  (25  April)  reported: 
"Protesters  on  both  sides  of  the  police 
lines  believe  the  resolution  of  the  abor- 
tion issue  will  set  the  course  tor  a broad 


spectrum  of  future  political  deci- 
sions...." Women's  activists  came  from 
surrounding  states,  college  students 
came  on  spring  break.  Starting  each 
morning  at  5 a.m.  pro-choicers  fanned 
out  to  the  abortion  clinics,  linking  arms 
in  a human  wall  to  defend  the  clinics.  A 
ruling  by  liberal  NY  attorney  general 
Robert  Abrams  kept  OR  15  feet  away 
from  the  clinics.  The  cops  set  up  and 
enforced  a DMZ.  As  NOW  leaders  and 
women  Democrats  trooped  to  town  for 
photo  ops,  the  BUC  leaders  and  their 
"L.A.  Law"  advisers  took  over  policing 
the  clinics  to  keep  the  right  wing  out... 
and  keep  more  militant  clinic  defenders 
in  check. 

All  Buffalo  clinics  remained  open,  as 
a weeklong  standoff  continued  outside 
the  clinics.  There  were  a few  skirmishes 
with  the  fundamentalist  fanatics.  Mainly 
they  knelt  and  prayed,  staring  hollow- 
eyed  across  the  police  lines.  In  one  really 
sick  display.  Operation  Rescue’s  Rev 
Robert  Schenk  walked  up  and  down  in 
front  of  pro-choice  demonstrators  cra- 
dling what  he  claimed  was  a fetus  "mur- 
dered" by  abortion  (which  turned  out  to 
be  stillborn). 

Sharp  divisions  quickly  emerged  be- 
tween more  militant  leftists  wishing  to 
confront  the  anti-abortion  bigots,  and  the 
NOW  “peacekeepers."  who  instructed 
demonstrators  that  if  approached  by  OR 
wackos,  the  correct  response  would  be 
to  whine,  “Please  stop,  you’re  hurt- 
ing me."  An  incident  at  the  Buffalo 
GYN/Womenservices  clinic  on  Main 


Street  on  Saturday,  April  25  showed  the 
hostility  of  the  “peacekeepers”  to  any 
real  clinic  defense.  At  one  point,  cops 
busted  through  the  lines,  ostensibly  to 
arrest  an  OR  photographer,  but  seized  a 
clinic  defender.  Spartacist  comrades 
raised  the  chant  "Hands  off  clinic 
defenders!"  but  the  official  "peacekeep- 
ers" chastised  the  crowd  because  they 
“didn’t  make  a corridor  for  the  police.” 

In  reality,  various  of  the  leftist  groups 
acted  as  a tail  of  NOW  and  the  Demo- 
crats. As  usual.  Workers  World  reveled 
in  this  role,  providing  the  apparatus 
for  the  BUC.  The  "National  Women’s 
Rights  Organizing  Coalition”  of  the  tiny 
Ann  Arbor-based  Revolutionary  Work- 
ers League  (RWL)  had  banners  against 
the  Democrats  and  Republicans  and 
for  mass  mobilizations  to  keep  the 
clinics  open.  But  the  entire  strategy  of 
NWROC/RWL  is  to  pressure  NOW. 
At  the  March  1990  meeting  to  set  up 
NWROC.  the  RWL  presented  a resolu- 
tion claiming  that  NOW  had  called  for 
a “women’s  political  party"  but  wouldn't 
implement  the  call.  In  a leaflet  distrib- 
uted at  Buffalo,  a group  called  the  Trot- 
skyist League,  which  split  from  the  RWL 
last  fall,  continues  this  line,  calling 
NOW  leaders’  empty  talk  of  a "third" 
party  a "significant  development"  and 
pledging  to  “work  within"  NOW. 

The  outcome  in  Buffalo  was  a defeat 
for  the  anti-abortion  bigots,  who  were 
unable  to  pull  off  another  Wichita.  But 
they  are  only  the  rabid  attack  dogs  for 
far  more  powerful  forces  going  up  to  the 


White  House  and  its  conservative  killer 
Court.  And  despite  clinic  defenders’ 
chants  of  “Hey.  hey.  ho.  ho — Run  'em 
out  of  Buffalo."  on  the  streets  it  was 
essentially  a standoff.  What’s  necessary 
are  mass  mobilizations  of  the  class 
power  of  the  workers  movement  and  all 
the  oppressed,  thousands  strong,  that 
would  truly  defend  the  clinics  and  dis- 
perse the  rightist  rabble,  and  take  up  the 
fight  for  a workers  party  that  would  fight 
on  a revolutionary  program  against  the 
partner  parties  of  American  capitalism. 

To  be  real  for  the  poor  and  minority 
women  who  need  it  most,  abortion  must 
be  free  on  demand,  and  thus  it  is  linked 
with  the  fight  for  free  quality  health  care 
for  all.  At  the  April  1989  women’s  rights 
march  in  Washington.  Spartacist  com- 
rades marched  under  the  banner.  "Labor: 
Defend  Abortion  Clinics!"  “For  Wom- 
en’s Liberation  through  Socialist  Revo- 
lution!" and  “No  to  the  Veil!  Defend 
Afghan  Women!  Support  Jalalabad  Vic- 
tims of  CIA  Cutthroats."  Yet  the  various 
fake-left  outfits  joined  Democrat  Jimmy 
Carter  in  demanding  "Soviet  troops  out" 
of  Afghanistan.  And  now,  after  Gor- 
bachev’s treacherous  withdrawal,  the 
bloodthirsty  mujahedin  have  in  their 
sights  all  women  without  veils.  Likewise 
over  Poland,  a host  of  pseudo-socialists 
supported  the  clerical-dominated  Soli- 
damosc.  which  having  brought  capitalist 
counterrevolution  is  now  seeking  to  out- 
law abortion.  The  fight  against  women’s 
oppression  is  revolutionary  and  interna- 
tional in  scope. ■ 
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Pre-Dawn  Raids  and  Book  Burning 

New  German  Order: 
Leftists,  Libraries  Targeted 


libraries  in  former  East  Germany, 


BERLIN — The  anti-Communist  witch- 
hunt that  has  gone  on  in  Germany  for 
over  two  years  has  reached  grotesque 
proportions.  On  March  31,  the  govern- 
ment launched  the  biggest  raid  so  far 
against  remnants  of  the  former  DDR 
(East  Germany).  Their  main  target  was 
a library,  the  Central  Party  Archives 
(ZPA)  in  the  seven-story  Institute  for 
History  of  the  Workers  Movement 
(IfGA),  full  of  documentation  of  the  Ger- 
man proletarian,  anti-fascist  and  Com- 
munist movements  over  more  than  a cen- 
tury. At  6:30  a.m.,  hundreds  of  armed 
cops  with  vans  and  trucks  stood  by. 
The  building  was  sealed  off,  workers 
searched  or  turned  away,  public  access 
to  the  Institute  completely  blocked. 

The  IfGA  is  the  former  Institute  of 
Marxism-Leninism  of  the  SED  (Social- 
ist Unity  Party,  the  Stalinist  ruling  party 
of  the  DDR),  now  owned  by  its  suc- 
cessor. the  Party  of  Democratic  Social- 
ism (PDS).  Brandishing  search  warrants 
against  "persons  unknown.”  for  sup- 
posed “crimes”  in  defending  the  DDR 
border  with  West  Germany,  the  police 
grabbed  50  SED  central  committee  and 
political  bureau  files.  The  site  was  an 
armed  camp  for  the  next  week.  Absurdly 
backed  by  150  armed  cops,  50  Krimi- 
nalpolizei  (Kripo)  officers  and  15  state 
prosecutors  swarmed  through  the  ar- 
chives, marking  dozens  of  filing  cabinets 
for  search  and  possible  confiscation.  For 
two  full  weeks,  the  Kripos  pored  through 
thousands  of  pages  in  the  archives  read- 
ing room,  while  the  IfGA  was  closed 
down  and  researchers  from  other  coun- 
tries were  turned  away  as  the  staff 
cleaned  up  the  mess. 

That  same  day,  police  in  38  cities  also 
searched  hundreds  of  offices  and  apart- 
ments of  former  leading  East  German 
functionaries  as  radio  and  TV  reports 
screamed  about  “DDR  government  crim- 
inality.” Putting  in  the  dock  everyone 
from  East  German  border  guards  to 
former  state  security  minister  Erich 
Mielke,  and  demanding  that  former  head 
of  state  Erich  Honecker  be  handed  over 
for  trial,  the  capitalist  class  "justice” 
system  of  the  successor  state  to  Hitler's 
Third  Reich  is  hell-bent  on  “punishing” 
anyone  who  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
DDR.  The  Fourth  Reich  of  German  impe- 


Fourth  Reich  rulers  destroyed  factory 
throwing  books  onto  garbage  heap. 

rialism  is  frantically  seeking  to  erase  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  the  memory  of  the 
overthrow  of  capitalism  east  of  the  Elbe. 

What’s  going  on  is  political  revenge 
because  the  Red  Army,  which  smashed 
the  Nazi  regime  in  1945,  brought  on  its 
bayonets  a social  revolution  and  the 
erection  of  a workers  state,  albeit  bureau- 
cratically deformed,  in  the  East.  Our 
comrades  of  the  Spartakist  Workers 
Party  of  Germany  (SpAD)  warned  insis- 
tently against  the  catastrophic  conse- 
quences that  capitalist  reunification 
would  bring — including  the  closing  of 
hundreds  of  factories,  the  annihilation  of 
millions  of  jobs,  women  driven  out  of 
productive  labor,  immigrants  driven  out 
of  the  country.  Now.  ~ in  its  triumphal 
euphoria  the  bourgeoisie  is  whipping  up 
a climate  of  nationalist  hysteria... and 


trying  to  eradicate  the  very  history  of 
working-class  struggle. 

The  capitalist  reunification  of  Ger- 
many has  indeed  brought  mass  unem- 
ployment and  misery,  escalating  racist 
terror  attacks  and  the  vicious  anti- 
Communist  witchhunt.  State  elections 
on  April  5 showed  another  side  of  this 
counterrevolution.  As  the  Social  Demo- 
crats (SPD)  join  Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl’s  ruling  right-wing  Christian  Dem- 
ocrats in  preparing  an  onslaught  against 
refugees  and  immigrants,  ordering 
deportations  and  targeting  the  constitu- 
tional right  to  asylum,  the  fascists  are 
growing.  In  SPD-govemed  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  Nazi  groups  polled  more  than 
7 percent.  In  Baden-Wlirttemberg  it  was 
about  12  percent,  and  the  Republikaner 
fascists  are  now  the  third  strongest  par- 
liamentary fraction.  Over  110,000  SPD 
voters  alone  voted  fascist. 

Despite  vociferous  protest.  Kohl  fur- 
ther inflamed  anti-Semitism  and  em- 
braced the  Nazi  war  criminal  Austrian 
president  Kurt  Waldheim  on  March  27 
after  complaining  that  the  Jewish  World 
Congress  had  supposedly  "polemicized 
outrageously  against  German  unity.”  The 
"opposition”  SPD  in  Bonn  remained 
silent.  No  wonder,  given  recent  attention 
focused  on  Nazi  war  criminals  in  their 
ranks  like  former  Brandenburg  state  par- 
liament president  Gustav  Just,  who  has 
admitted  actively  participating  in  the 
mass  murder  of  Jews  in  the  Ukraine 
under  Nazi  occupation. 

The  SPD  and  CDU  act  shocked  at 
the  fascist  gains,  but  the  Nazis  are  rid- 
ing in  front  of  the  parliamentary 
all-party  racist  anti-"foreigner"  front  that 
extends  to  the  Greens  and  PDS.  This 
is  not  just  a matter  of  right-wing  elec- 
toral gains.  As  the  witchhunt  comes 
down  from  above,  resurgent  Nazis  feed 
off  the  pogrom  atmosphere,  wreaking 
terror  from  below.  On  April  24,  a skin- 


head stabbed  to  death  a 29-year-old 
Vietnamese  man,  Nguyen  Van  Tu,  in 
the  East  Berlin  district  of  Marzahn 
while  dozens  looked  on.  Now  a fascist 
umbrella  group  threatens  to  demonstrate 
on  May  9 (the  anniversary  of  the  defeat 
of  Nazi  Germany)  outside  the  Soviet 
military  museum  in  the  Berlin  district 
of  Karlshorst,  the  site  where  German 
army  chiefs  signed  their  surrender  to  the 
Soviet  generals.  Our  comrades  of  the 
Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Germany  are 
calling  for  workers  mobilization  to  stop 
this  Nazi  provocation. 

When  They  Start 
Burning  Books... 

Since  1989.  libraries  in  factories  and 
social  facilities  all  over  East  Germany 
have  been  destroyed.  Under  capitalism 
the  very  idea  of  a plant  library  for  the 
workers  is  unreal.  Mountains  of  books 
landed  in  the  garbage  dumps.  But  some, 
like  the  factory  library  of  almost  50,000 
volumes  at  the  former  Ludwigsfelde  IFA 
truck  works  (now  owned  by  Daimler- 
Benz),  were  quite  literally  burned.  That 
more  were  not  is  due  only  to  technical 
difficulties — it  takes  451  degrees  Fahr- 
enheit... With  the  raid  on  the  IfGA/ZPA 
we  have  the  sinister  farce  of  the  legal 
continuators  of  Hitler’s  Third  Reich  set- 
ting themselves  up  as  the  moral  judge 
of  Stalinist  crimes — a “cold"  book- 
burning.  As  Heinrich  Heine  said:  when 
they  start  burning  books,  they  will  end 
by  burning  people. 

The  surreal  sight  of  hundreds  of  armed 
police  ready  to  break  down  the  doors 
and  shoot  up  seven  stories  of  paper  pro- 
duced a widespread  outcry.  Among  the 
first  to  protest  was  the  Committee  for 
Social  Defense  (KfsV),  fraternal  organ- 
ization of  the  SpAD  and  of  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  in  the  U.S.  The 
South  African  Communist  Party,  legal- 
ized in  1990  after  40  years  of  repression, 
noted  that  the  raids  were  “reminiscent 
of  our  own  experience  in  the  heyday 
of  apartheid”  ( Morning  Star  (London], 
2 April).  The  bourgeois  rulers'  aim  is  to 
smash  the  ZPA  and  the  entire  Institute 
for  History  of  the  Workers  Movement 
as  a public  institution  open  to  the  work- 
ing people. 

Based  on  Bonn’s  1956  ban  of  the 
KPD  (German  Communist  Party),  the 
Institute  was  declared  part  of  the  Federal 
Archives,  legally  and  financially  subor- 
dinated to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior. 
Meanwhile,  the  ZPA's  holdings  from 
the  DDR  (the  SED  archives)  were  polit- 
ically expropriated  by  means  of  a special 
amendment  to  the  federal  archives  law. 
The  decision  by  the  Bundestag  (parlia- 
ment) and  the  Treuhand  (the  “trustee- 
ship" agency  charged  with  liquidating 
East  Germany’s  state  industry)  to  turn 
the  IfGA  into  a foundation  under  the 
jackboot  of  Bonn’s  police  ministry  has 
the  smell  of  a stay  of  execution.  There 
is  an  acute  threat  that  the  Institute  will 
be  completely  strangled,  or  its  character 
changed  to  suit  Bonn’s  purpose. 

The  IfGA.  with  its  library  and  ar- 
chives, belongs  to  the  working  class. 
Its  unique  and  extensive  holdings  in- 
clude documentation  of  Ferdinand  Las- 
salle's  Workers  Association,  the  SPD. 
USPD.  Rosa  Luxemburg’s  and  Karl 
Liebknecht’s  Spartakusbund,  the  KPD. 
Leninbund  and  SAP.  The  editorial  office 
for  the  complete  edition  of  Marx  and 
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Hitler’s  stormtroopers  burning  books  at  Berlin  University,  May  1933. 
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Rescued  from  Seized  Archives 

Lenin  and  Trotsky 
to  German  Soldiers 


L Y Leonidov 

Lenin  and  Trotsky  at  a demonstration  in  Red  Square  on  second  anniversary 
of  October  Revolution. 


>4/i  example  of  the  priceless  docu- 
mentation that  the  German  federal  gov- 
ernment is  intent  on  seizing  is  the  fol- 
lowing leaflet  directed  to  the  German 
soldiers  and  workers  and  signed  by 
Lenin  and  Trotsky.  The  undated  flyer 
was  evidently  written  in  the  period 
between  20  and  25  November  1917,  a 
scant  two  weeks  after  the  Bolsheviks 
took  power.  To  our  knowledge,  this  doc- 
ument remained  unknown  for  decades, 
and  certainly  wasn't  included  in  Lenin's 
Collected  Works  edited  by  the  Stalinists. 
With  the  kind  permission  of  the  Zen- 
trales  Parteiarchiv  in  Berlin  we  print 
below  a translation  of  this  document. 

To  the  German  Soldiers! 
Soldiers,  Brothers! 

On  October  25  (old  style)  the  St. 
Petersburg  workers  and  soldiers  over- 
threw Kerensky’s  imperialist  govern- 
ment and  placed  the  entire  state  power 
in  the  service  of  the  workers’,  soldiers’ 
and  peasants’  soviets.  The  new  govern- 
ment has  been  confirmed  by  the  All- 
Russian  Congress  of  Workers  and  Sol- 
diers Soviets  under  the  name  Council 
of  People's  Commissars.  The  program 
which  this  government  has  immedi- 
ately begun  implementing  consists  of 
offering  an  immediate  democratic 
peace  agreement,  which  has  already 
been  communicated  to  all  belligerent 
nations  and  their  governments;  expro- 
priating without  compensation  all 
fields,  farmland  and  forests  for  the  use 
of  the  peasants  and  agricultural  work- 


ers; and  implementing  workers  control 
in  businesses  and  industrial  plants.  The 
new  government  of  the  working  people 
and  peasantry  has  already  partially  or 
completely  carried  out  all  these  tasks. 
We  the  undersigned  have  been  charged 
by  the  government  with  presiding  over 
the  Council  of  People's  Commissars 
and  heading  up  the  foreign  affairs  of 
the  state. 

On  October  26  our  government,  the 
Provisional  Workers’  and  Peasants’ 
Government,  addressed  a peace  pro- 
posal to  the  governments  and  peoples 
of  all  belligerent  powers,  for  an  urgent 
cessation  of  hostilities  on  all  fronts  and 
the  immediate  opening  of  peace  nego- 
tiations with  the  goal  of  re-establishing 
a just  democratic  peace  without  annex- 
ations and  war  reparations. 

We  have  taken  every  measure,  and 
we  will  spare  no  measures  in  the  future, 
to  acquaint  all  belligerent  governments 
and  peoples  with  the  full  text  of  our 
peace  proposal.  In  addition  to  our  peace 
proposal,  we  regard  it  as  our  duty  to 
turn  especially  to  you,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  that  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  coalition  waging  war 
against  Russia  on  a broad  front. 

Soldiers,  brothers!  We  call  upon  you 
to  support  us  with  all  your  strength  in 
this  struggle  for  immediate  peace  and 
socialism,  since  that  alone  can  ensure 
a just  and  lasting  peace  to  the  working 
class  of  all  countries  and  heal  all  the 
wounds  inflicted  on  humanity  by  the 
present  and  most  monstrous  of  all  wars. 


Brothers,  German  soldiers!  The  great 
example  of  your  comrade  Karl  Lieb- 
knechl,  the  highly  respected  interna- 
tional leader  of  international  socialism, 
the  intransigent  and  protracted  struggle 
you  have  waged  against  the  war  by  pub- 
lishing newspapers  and  leaflets,  by 
numerous  demonstrations  and  strikes; 
the  struggle  for  which  your  government 
has  imprisoned  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  your  comrades;  and  finally  the 
heroic  uprising  of  your  sailors  of  the 
fleet,  assures  us  that  among  the  broad 
masses  of  the  working  class  in  your 
nation  the  preparation  for  a decisive 
struggle  for  peace  is  already  ripe. 

Brothers,  help  us!  If  you  do.  there 
cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
cause  of  peace,  at  least  on  the  European 
continent,  will  gain  the  upper  hand 
within  a few  days,  that  the  most  rapid 
and  just  peace  will  be  assured  and  that 
the  inclusion  in  such  a peace  of  the 
remaining  belligerent  parties  will  occur 
with  as  little  pain  as  possible. 

If  you  can  assist  us  in  our  tasks  of 
uniting  the  workers  with  the  peasants 
and  carrying  out  the  gradual  transition 


to  socialism  in  Russia,  tasks  which 
present  immense  difficulties  for  Russia 
by  itself,  then  your  organizational 
capacities,  your  experience,  your  prep- 
aration for  building  mass  working- 
class  organizations  will  without  fail 
assure  our  transition  to  socialism. 

Hurry  to  our  aid!  In  the  name  of  the 
Workers'  and  Peasants’  Government  we 
vow  that  our  soldiers  will  not  take  a 
single  step  forward  if  you  take  the  ban- 
ner of  peace  firmly  in  your  hands,  even 
if  the  struggle  for  peace  within  your 
country  leads  to  the  withdrawal  of  part 
of  your  armed  forces  from  the  front. 
Enough  bloodshed! 

Long  live  peace! 

Long  live  the  fraternal  union  of 
workers  of  all  countries! 

Long  live  the  international 
socialist  revolution! 

President  of  the  Council 
of  People’s  Commissars 
Vladimir  Ulyanov  (Lenin) 
People's  Commissar  of 
Foreign  Affairs 
Leon  Trotsky 


Engels'  works  is  housed  in  the  building. 
The  ruling  class  would  like  to  seize  it 
all  in  order  to  feed  the  anti-Communist 
witchhunt  and  bury  the  memory  of  all 
those  who  have  struggled  against  the 
bourgeoisie,  hoping  to  paralyze  the 
workers  movement  in  its  present  and 
future  struggles.  And  while  thundering 
about  Stalinist  crimes,  to  this  day  they 
have  shielded  the  Nazi  monsters,  care- 
fully keeping  those  files  under  lock 
and  key. 

Today,  even  though  he  was  originally 
certified  medically  unfit,  the  ailing  84- 
year-old  Erich  Mielke,  former  head  of 


Berlin,  December  1991:  Spartacists 
protest  vendetta  by  German  bour- 
geoisie against  anyone  associated 
with  the  former  East  German  workers 
state. 


East  German  state  security  (the  Stasi),  is 
on  trial  in  Berlin  for  the  deaths  in  1931 
of  two  Berlin  cops — charges  brought  by 
the  fascists  under  the  Third  Reich.  In  the 
courtroom,  Mielke  is  put  in  a glass  cage 
as  though  he  were  another  Eichmann. 
Berlin’s  SPD  “justice"  minister  Limbach 
also  continues  to  press  for  the  extradition 
of  former  DDR  leader  Erich  Honecker. 
The  Russian  Yeltsin  government  would 
like  to  offer  up  Honecker  as  a blood  sac- 
rifice so  Bonn  can  put  him  back  in  the 
same  jails  where  he  rotted  for  ten  years 
under  the  Nazis.  But  so  far  they  haven't 
been  able  to  pry  him  out  of  the  Chilean 
embassy. 

Stalinist  bureaucrats  like  Mielke  and 
Honecker  are  certainly  not  nature’s 
noblemen  and  without  a doubt  committed 
crimes  against  the  working  people.  But 
as  we  wrote  in  “Revenge  of  the  Third 
Reich"  ( WV  No.  546,  6 March),  today 
“They  are  charged  with  the  wrong  crimes 
before  the  wrong  class.”  Against  this 
blood  vendetta  spearheaded  by  the  SPD, 
the  Trotskyists  of  the  SpAD  have  been 
in  the  first  line  of  defense  of  Mielke, 
Honecker  and  the  former  DDR  border 
guards.  In  contrast,  almost  the  entire  self- 
styled  “left”  has  howled  with  the  wolves. 
They  lined  up  on  Yeltsin’s  counterrevo- 
lutionary barricades  in  Moscow  last 
August.  Logically  they  have  refused  to 
lift  a finger  against  their  “own”  bour- 
geoisie in  its  vengeful  persecution  of  the 
last  pathetic  Stalinists. 

When  Gorbachev  gave  the  green  light 
in  early  1990.  the  SED/PDS  gave  away 
the  DDR.  Since  then  they  have  con- 
sistently helped  witchhunt  themselves. 
Gregor  Gysi’s  PDS  gave  Bonn  their 
money,  and  they  even  handed  over  their 
treasurers  who  tried  to  save  a bit  of  it. 
And  now  it  turns  out  that  the  PDS  knew 
of  plans  for  a raid  on  the  ZPA  a week  in 


advance  but  encouraged  the  cops  to  go 
right  ahead.  Andre  Brie.  PDS  deputy 
chairman,  said;  “We  don’t  need  to  pre- 
pare for  it.  we  have  nothing  to  hide” 
( Neues  Deutschland,  31  March). 

The  wretched  PDS  Stalinists-tumed- 
social-democrats,  taking  their  cue  from 
the  SPD,  work  overtime  to  cram  the 
witchhunt  down  the  workers’  throats.  But 
even  bourgeois  opinion  polls  show  that 
overwhelmingly  working  people  are  sick 
of  it — just  as  they  are  sick  and  tired  of 


the  mounting  attacks  on  their  standard 
of  living.  East  and  West,  crammed  down 
their  throats  by  the  SPD  tops  in  the  pow- 
erful DGB  trade  unions.  For  the  organ- 
ized workers  movement,  for  scholars  and 
researchers,  for  all  those  with  an  interest 
in  the  history  of  proletarian.  Communist 
and  anti-fascist  struggle  in  Germany, 
the  answer  to  this  outrageous  witchhunt 
must  be  a resounding  “No!”  Hands  off 
the  Institute  for  History  of  the  Workers 
Movement!  Stop  the  witchhunt ! m 
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American 

Capitalism... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 

As  the  U.S.  economy  spirals  into 
Chapter  1 1 and  Walt  Disney  has  replaced 
U.S.  Steel  in  the  Dow  Jones  industrials, 
the  only  growth  industries  in  this  country 
are  the  think  tanks  that  produce  this  kind 
of  statistics,  the  misery  index  in  Amer- 
ica. and  the  repressive  apparatus.  There’s 
a boom  in  jail  construction  all  over  this 
country,  for  this  place  imprisons  more 
of  its  people  than  any  society  on  earth. 
From  New  York  and  Detroit  and  Los 
Angeles  to  Warsaw  and  Moscow  it  is 
desperately  necessary  to  fight. 

The  International  Communist  League 
stands  before  the  working  class  and  tells 
the  truth.  Only  workers  political  revolu- 
tion to  sweep  away  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary regimes  now  in  power  can  save 
the  Soviet  workers  state.  The  alternative 
is  being  played  out  in  Yugoslavia  and 
Armenia  and  Azerbaijan  and  elsewhere 
today:  vicious  nationalist  fratricide,  both 
a product  of  and  fueling  the  disintegra- 
tion of  those  societies.  All  the  old  rot. 
the  anti-Semitism,  of  tsarist  society  is 
rising  to  the  top. 

This  ruling  class  Fills  the  press  with 
the  “death  of  communism."  They  lie.  It’s 
Stalinism  which  is  shattered.  Commu- 
nism lives,  it  lives  in  the  Russian  prole- 
tariat. it  lives  in  the  South  African  min- 
ers. in  the  militant  Korean  working  class, 
in  the  Central  American  workers  and 
peasants.  It  lives  in  the  working  class  of 
this  country.  The  question  is  leadership. 

In  the  U.S.  that  means  above  all  the 
fight  to  forge  a workers  party  that  will 
lead  the  workers  and  oppressed  in  strug- 
gle. There  will  be  no  social  revolution, 
no  fundamental  change  in  this  country, 
without  united  struggle  of  black  and 
white  workers  led  by  a multiracial  van- 
guard party.  That  is  the  truth.  And  like- 
wise it  will  only  be  a workers  revolution 
led  by  such  a party  as  the  Bolsheviks 
created  in  Russia  that  will  open  the  road 
to  black  freedom.  There  is  no  other  road. 
That  is  the  road  of  revolutionary  inte- 
grationism,  the  emancipation  of  blacks 
in  the  framework  of  an  egalitarian  social- 
ist society. 

Persian  Gulf  War: 

“New  World  Order”  Massacre 

With  the  groveling  appeasement  of 
imperialism  by  the  Gorbachev  regime, 
the  U.S.  rulers  got  a chance  to  try  out 
their  high-tech  murder  machine,  on  Iraq. 
As  the  bombs  and  the  cruise  missiles 
rained  down  on  Baghdad  last  January, 
Bush  declared  his  “New  World  Order.” 
Against  a country  the  size  of  Kentucky 
was  pitted  the  most  deadly  collection  of 
weaponry  ever  assembled.  It  wasn't  a 
war,  it  was  a cold-blooded  massacre. 

This  war  was  a test  for  revolutionaries 
in  this  country.  And  we  in  the  Spartacist 
League  and  the  1CL  sought  to  mobilize 
our  class  against  their  war.  From  the 
beginning  we  demanded,  "Break  the 
Blockade  of  Iraq!  Defeat  U.S.  Imperial- 
ism! Defend  Iraq!"  And.  opposed  to  the 


"AFL-CIA"  labor  traitors  who  backed 
their  masters  to  the  hilt,  we  called  for 
labor  strikes  against  the  war. 

That’s  what  we  fought  for.  The  rad-lib 
types,  the  ones  that  call  themselves 
socialists,  fell  in  line  behind  the  fig  leaf 
of  UN  sanctions.  Their  demand  was  “no 
blood  for  oil."  by  which  they  meant 
American  blood.  So  as  soon  as  Bush  got 
his  cheap  100-hour  war,  there  was  no 
protest.  Bush  got  his  “kill,"  his  cheap 
victory.  It  was  a deadly  demonstration 
to  the  world  that  U.S.  imperialism  is 
back  in  the  saddle. 

Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball 
to  Win! 

But  the  cheers  aren’t  so  loud  now  in 
New  York  or  elsewhere,  now  that  the 
yellow  ribbons  have  been  replaced  by 
pink  slips.  What  they  call  the  Reagan 
years  in  reality  goes  back  to  the  1974-75 
recession.  It  was  in  the  early  ‘70s  that 
the  "American  Century."  launched  after 
World  War  II.  ended  its  short  reign.  And 
we  had  better  not  forget  that  it  was  ended 
by  the  costly  and  courageous  struggle  of 
the  Vietnamese  workers  and  peasants,  to 
whom  we  owe  a huge  debt  and  to  whom, 
when  we  take  power,  we  will  repay  that 
debt. 

It  goes  up  through  the  time  of  "ethnic 
purity"  Carter,  who  used  the  Taft-Hartley 
slave  labor  law  against  the  miners,  who 
launched  the  anti-Communist  "human 
rights”  crusade  against  the  Soviet  Union 
and  planned  the  busting  of  PATCO.  In 
this  country,  since  that  period  there’s 
been  a 20  percent  drop  in  the  real  income 
of  workers.  And  at  the  other  end  of  the 
"Reagan  Revolution.’’  between  1977  and 
1989  the  top  1 percent  of  families  in  this 
country  increased  their  income  by  77 
percent.  Every  worker  feels  that  he’s 
scrambling.  He  knows  that  his  children 
will  have  nothing,  even  compared  to 
what  he  had. 

In  Peoria,  Illinois  an  older  white  work- 
force, over  half  of  them  nearing  retire- 
ment at  the  age  of  62,  stayed  out  for 
almost  six  months  against  Caterpillar, 
the  largest  construction  equipment  com- 
pany in  the  world,  only  to  be  ordered  to 
crawl  back  by  their  union  leadership. 
The  response  was  outrage.  A woman 
striker,  one  of  the  few  women  (and  there 
are  very  few  black  workers),  said:  “I’ve 


been  out  there  Five  months  busting  my 
buns  on  the  street.  I think  it  absolutely 
sucks.”  These  are  proud  unionists.  Most 
of  them  have  been  there  for  25  years  or 
more.  They’re  crawling  back  to  a vin- 
dictive company  which  has  made  it  clear 
it’s  going  to  get  rid  of  as  much  as  a sixth 
of  them. 

It’s  one  thing  to  be  defeated  in  battle. 
Comrades,  very  few  strikes  win  in  this 
world,  and  when  they  do  they  can  shape 
things  for  a generation.  But  it’s  another 
thing  to  be  sent  back  when  you’d  hung 
tough,  and  there  was  no  scabbing.  The 
whole  country  was  watching:  will  the 
threat  of  scabbing  play  in  Peoria  against 
a major  industrial  union?  The  UAW 


bureaucracy  answered  with  a resound- 
ing "yes.” 

What  paved  this  way  for  betrayal  was 
the  most  grotesque  pro-capitalist  poison 
emanating  from  Solidarity  House  in 
Detroit — the  lie  that  there’s  a "partner- 
ship” between  labor  and  capital  in  this 
country  against  workers  with  other  color 
skins  abroad.  They  never  mention  Brit- 
ish investment  in  America,  which  is 
twice  that  of  the  Japanese.  And  it’s  al- 
ways Mexican  workers,  Japanese  work- 
ers who  are  portrayed  as  the  enemy.  The 
UAW  bureaucracy  is  fundamentally  no 
different  in  this  regard  than  the  racist 
pig  Senator  Holiings,  who  said  that  it 


was  good  ole  American  know-how  that 
did  Hiroshima  and  they’ll  do  it  again. 

This  is  particularly  insane  in  the  auto 
industry.  Because  north  of  the  border, 
and  especially  south  of  the  border, 
there’s  a tremendous  reservoir  of  allies 
in  the  class  struggle  in  the  Mexican  pro- 
letariat. From  Ontario  to  Mexico  City 
there’s  an  integrated  auto  industry  in 
North  America  that  offers  the  possibility 
for  joint  class  struggle  like  never  before. 

PATCO,  Phelps  Dodge,  Greyhound, 
Hormel.  Pittston,  the  mass  Firings,  the 
scabs,  the  pickets  shot  down — this  is  the 
norm  in  the  struggles  of  American  labor, 
which  are  at  an  all-time  low.  And  now 
Caterpillar.  Like  PATCO  and  the  bomb- 


ing of  MOVE,  this  is  intended  as  a mes- 
sage to  this  country,  to  cow  the  poor  and 
working  people,  to  embolden  the  Klan 
and  the  Nazis.  Even  the  New  York  Times 
discovered,  in  its  article  after  the  Cater- 
pillar strike,  that  hiring  scabs  "tells  the 
workers  that  management  sees  them  as 
mere  commodities,  like  the  steel  and  rub- 
ber it  buys  to  make  their  goods.”  They 
gave  no  credit  to  Karl  Marx. 

This  has  been  in  a fundamental  way 
true  about  the  labor  bureaucracy  for  a 
long  time.  Trotsky  said  in  the  late  ’30s, 
the  trade  unions  of  our  time  can  either 
serve  as  secondary  instruments  of  impe- 
rialist capitalism  for  the  subordination 
and  disciplining  of  workers  and  for 
obstructing  the  revolution,  or,  on  the 
contrary,  the  trade  unions  can  become 
instruments  of  the  revolutionary  move- 
ment of  the  proletariat.  There  is  no 
middle  road.  The  CAT  strikers,  all  work- 
ers, must  draw  the  lessons — that  the 
traitors  who  did  this  will  not  be  pres- 
sured or  reformed,  they  must  be  ousted. 
And  that  requires  a fundamental  up- 
heaval in  the  unions  to  turn  them  into 
instruments  of  class  struggle  against  the 
bosses. 

American  Capitalism  = Racist 
Oppression 

An  older  white  Caterpillar  striker 
said:  "I’m  afraid  that  if  things  continue 
the  way  they  are  right  now,  then  the 
United  States  is  going  to  be  in  one 
heck  of  a position.  Because  there's  going 
to  be  riots  in  the  streets.  ’Cause  the 
American  dream’s  gone.  The  American 
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The  Carter/Reagan  years:  the  rich  got  richer,  working  people  and  the  poor  got 
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Industrial  Murder,  U.S.A. 


AP 


Hamlet,  North  Carolina,  September  3,  1991:  Twenty-five  workers,  mostly  women, 
died  after  being  trapped  inside  a horrible  inferno  at  Imperial  Food  poultry 
plant  when  the  bosses  locked  the  fire  exits.  1'he  state  of  North  Carolina,  which 
never  once  inspected  the  plant  in  11  years,  fined  Imperial  $808,150 — a little 
over  $32,000  for  the  life  of  each  worker.  Even  that  will  likely  never  be  paid. 
Every  day  in  this  country  300  workers  die  from  injury  or  disease  from  the  job. 
But  in  over  20  years  OSH  A has  sent  only  one  boss  to  jail  for  maiming  w orkers. 


dream’s  gone."  But  the  dream  was 
always  a lie  for  blacks,  for  Latinos,  for 
the  poor,  for  many,  many  workers  in 
this  country. 

Andrew  Hacker  has  assembled  a very 
useful  book  called  Two  Nations:  Black 
and  White,  Separate.  Hostile.  Unequal. 
What  he  means  by  two  nations,  it’s  an 
old  quote  from  Disraeli  about  Victorian 
England,  rich  and  poor.  In  central  Har- 
lem, the  infant  death  rate  is  the  same  as 
Malaysia.  In  East  Harlem  it’s  worse:  42 
per  thousand.  Most  Third  World  coun- 
tries would  be  aghast.  And  incidentally, 
it  far  exceeds  Cuba. 

In  disease,  the  increase  of  death  rates 
just  for  being  black  is  astounding.  For 
tuberculosis,  it’s  seven  times  the  rate  of 
whites.  For  AIDS,  three  and  a halftimes. 
In  the  South  Bronx — and  this  is  an 
astounding  statistic  for  the  people  that 
know  the  field — 531  infants  out  of  every 
1.000  require  neonatal  hospitalization. 
More  than  half.  That  means  retardation, 
that  means  brain  damage,  that  means 
no  hope. 

From  1970  to  1990.  black  income  as 
a percentage  of  white  income  fell.  Black 
unemployment,  which  is  almost  always 
double  that  of  whites,  is  increasing 
relative  to  white.  Increasingly,  it’s  no 
longer  last  hired  and  first  fired,  but  never 
hired  at  all.  There’s  a deadly  threat 
implicit  in  this.  If  blacks  are  no  longer 
part  of  capitalism's  reserve  army  of  the 
unemployed,  they  become  an  expendable 
population. 

So  to  keep  order  in  their  “New  Order," 
they  have  more  cops,  more  prisons, 
more  executions.  In  this  country  blacks 
now  constitute  almost  half  of  everybody 
in  jail.  A lot  of  people  don’t  make  it 
to  jail.  Between  1976  and  1987 — the  lat- 
est figures  which  were  available — 1,800 
black  men,  women  and  children  were 
shot  by  cops  and  killed.  That  is  almost 
as  many  people  as  are  on  death  row  of 
all  races:  2,500. 

In  New  York  City,  in  all  of  history, 
exactly  one  cop  has  gone  to  jail  for 
murdering  anybody.  He  was  a drunk,  I 
think  a sergeant,  who  ran  down  an 
elderly  Jewish  psychiatrist  on  Madison 
Avenue  after  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  parade 
a few  years  ago.  He  was  sentenced  for 
manslaughter. 

Forty  percent  of  the  people  on  death 
row  are  black.  And  there’s  a flood  of 
executions  coming  in  this  country.  We’re 
in  America,  where  capital  punishment 
means  if  you  don’t  have  the  capital,  you 
get  the  punishment.  One  of  those  on 
death  row  is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  And  I 
would  strongly  encourage  comrades  and 
friends  to  become  involved  in  his 
defense. 

The  Democratic  front-runner.  Gover- 
nor Clinton,  returned  to  Arkansas  to  per- 
sonally supervise  the  execution  of  brain- 
damaged Rickey  Ray  Rector.  It  took  50 
minutes  to  find  a vein  and  kill  him.  In 
Arkansas  there’s  45  more  people  on 
death  row.  Clinton  set  execution  dates 
for  25  of  them.  He’s  shown  that  he 
would  be  a hands-on  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  ruling  class. 

Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Without  an  integrated  workers  party 
as  a force  for  black  liberation,  all  the 
shit  in  this  society  rises  to  the  top.  And 
it  is  the  defeats  of  black  struggle  and  the 
dead-end  and  deadly  reliance  on  the 
Democratic  Party  that  has  left  black 
workers  and  students  prey  to  crap  like 
the  anti-Semitic  demagogy  of  a Jeffries 
or  a Farrakhan,  or  the  vicious  anti- 
Korean  racism  of  FBI  fink  A1  Sharpton. 
who  picks  up  on  a long  tradition  of  anti- 
Asian  bigotry  in  this  country.  But  make 
no  mistake,  this  is  a deeply  racist  ruling 
class.  And  they  have  the  means  of  state 
power.  To  join  in  this  endemic  bigotry, 
for  black  people,  is  suicide. 

In  his  book  on  American  education, 
titled  Savage  Inequalities,  the  liberal 
writer  Jonathan  Kozol  tells  of  talking  to 
Charles  Mingo,  a 49-year-old  principal 
in  a school  on  the  South  Side  of  Chicago: 
"On  the  wall  of  his  office  is  a photograph 
of  Martin  Luther  King  surrounded  by 


police  within  a crowd  of  angry-looking 
people.  He  tells  me  that  the  photograph 
was  taken  in  North  Lawndale,  'll  was  an 
open  housing  march.  My  daddy  was 
his  bodyguard.  It  was  a march  to  Cicero, 
he  got  turned  back.  One  of  his  few 
defeats.... 

‘"What  he  managed  in  the  South  he 
could  not  pull  off  in  Chicago.  He 
couldn't  march  to  Cicero.  Police  would 
not  permit  it.  They  were  sure  he  would 
be  killed.  In  certain  ways  that  picture 
says  it  all.  This  is  where  the  struggle 
stopped.  You  see  the  consequence  around 
you  in  this  school’.” 

There’s  a lot  of  truth  in  that,  because 
when  the  liberal  pacifist-led  civil  rights 
movement  collided  head-on  with  the 
economic  and  social  reality  of  racist 
American  capitalism  and  its  ruling  party 
in  Chicago  and  the  other  Northern  cities, 
the  Democratic  Party,  it  died. 

But  now,  once  again,  the  “popular 
front"  is  gearing  up  to  "fight  the  right" — 
Duke  and  Buchanan  and  Bush — in  an 
effort  to  keep  black  and  working  people 
tied  to  the  Democrats.  Many  black  work- 
ers are  voting  with  their  feet  this  year. 
In  primaries,  the  black  vote  is  off  50 
percent.  And  the  black  front  men  for  the 
Democrats  are  worried. 

Jesse  Jackson's  former  campaign 
manager  Ron  Daniels  is  the  toast  of  the 
reformist  left,  and  he  looks  to  the  Social- 
ist Party  and  the  Communist  Party  of  the 
’30s,  saying  they  "forced  the  Democratic 
Party  to  the  left.”  Daniels  is  selling  a 
lie.  The  Communist  Party  delivered  mil- 
itant workers  and  blacks  into  the  arms 
of  FDR  and  the  Dixiecrats,  and  we  are 
paying  for  it  today.  There  is  a straight 
line  from  there  to  the  suppression  of 
black  and  working-class  struggle  to 
serve  the  war  effort,  the  no-strike  pledge, 
the  obscene  applause  for  the  atomic 
bomb. 

The  Democratic  Party  was  and  is  the 
party  of  racism,  union-busting  and  war. 
The  “fight  the  right"  rhetoric  of  the  pop- 
ular front  is  the  method  by  which  the 
bourgeoisie’s  political  agents  in  the 
working  class  have  saved  decaying  cap- 
italism time  and  again,  with  bloody  con- 
sequences for  the  proletariat,  from  Spain 
to  Chile  to  the  American  South. 

Last  September  in  Hamlet,  North 
Carolina,  25  black  and  white  workers, 
mostly  women,  were  hideously  burned 
to  death  in  a grease  fire  inferno.  The 
doors  were  locked  to  that  plant,  because 
the  bosses  said  the  workers  were  steal- 
ing a piece  of  chicken.  The  workers 
had  no  union,  they  had  no  safely  com- 
mittee. they  had  no  right  to  shut 
down  the  job.  even  though  they  knew 
it  was  dangerous,  because  the  Demo- 
cratic Party-loyal  labor  bureaucracy  has 
never  undertaken  and  will  never  under- 
take the  kind  of  battle  it  will  take  to 
organize  the  South  against  the  Demo- 


crats, against  the  Klan,  against  the 
cracker  sheriffs. 

After  World  War  II  the  CIO  did  launch 
an  abortive  campaign  to  organize  the 
South,  called,  typically  in  a reactionary 
fashion,  “Operation  Dixie."  It  was  sab- 
otaged from  the  start  by  the  deepgoing 
anti-Communism  of  these  labor  lieu- 
tenants of  capital.  From  Winston-Salem 
and  Peoria  to  France  in  Cold  War  I, 
and  from  Solidamosc  to  the  Russian 
miners  in  Cold  War  II.  the  “AFL- 
CIA”  bureaucracy  has  functioned  as 
the  advance  guard  of  capitalist  reaction. 
They  must  be  ousted  for  the  labor  move- 
ment to  fight. 

Jim  Cannon,  who  was  the  finest  com- 
munist politician  this  country  ever  pro- 
duced, a Wobbly  (IWW)  who  went  on 
to  become  a leader  of  the  early  CP 
and  a founder  of  American  Trotskyism, 
could  have  been  talking  so  precisely  of 
the  present  gang  of  union  tops,  when  he 
wrote  in  1928: 

“The  fight  for  a class  movement  of  the 
American  workers  is  in  the  first  place  a 
fight  against  the  capitalist  ideology 
which  dominates  them.  The  labor  bu- 
reaucrats of  the  AFL  and  the  unaffiliated 
unions  of  the  same  type  are  the  direct 
bearers  of  this  ideology  in  the  working 
class  and  must  be  fought  as  such.  The 
labor  bureaucracy  is  a part  of  the  capi- 
talist rationalization  and  war  machine — 
its  ‘labor’  wing." 

Cannon  also  recognized,  however,  that 
the  bureaucracy’s  deeply  reactionary 


character  made  it  brittle  and  vulnerable, 
and  he  forecast  and  eagerly  looked 
forward  to  and  look  a leading  role  in 
the  coming  explosion  of  class  strug- 
gle. for  the  mass  , of  workers  in  auto 
and  steel  and  Teamsters.  And  it  was  a 
Trotskyist  leadership  in  the  Minneapolis 
general  strike  which  paved  the  way 
in  many  ways  for  the  CIO  upsurge. 
These  labor  battles  were  led  and  formed 
by  reds.  They  brought  millions  of  black 
workers  into  social  struggle  in  this 
country. 

Cannon  points  out  that  “Everything 
new  on  the  Negro  question  came  from 
Moscow — after  the  Russian  Revolution 
began  to  thunder  its  demand  through- 
out the  world  for  freedom  and  equality 
for  all  national  minorities,  all  subject 
peoples  and  all  races.”  It  was  the 
Bolsheviks  who  brought  to  American 
Communists  the  recognition  that  the 
black  question  is  a special  problem  of 
American  society. 

Hacker  sees  this.  As  liberals  go,  he’s 
about  as  good  as  you  get.  But  he 
can’t  see  a way  out.  He  concludes 
his  book:  "A  huge  racial  chasm  remains, 
and  there  are  few  signs  that  the  com- 
ing century  will  see  it  close.”  Inter- 
viewed later.  Hacker  was  asked  if  he 
had  any  hope  for  race  relations  in  Amer- 
ica and  he  said,  "No."  "What  we’re 
talking  about  is  a condition,  not  a 
problem — and  while  you  can  solve  prob- 
lems, you  can't  solve  a condition.”  He 
can’t  envision  solving  this  condition 
because  he  only  conceives  of  this  racist 
capitalist  society,  where  black  is  pilled 
against  while,  against  Hispanic,  against 
Asian,  for  shares  of  a shrinking  pie. 
Hacker  reduces  everything  to  a ques- 
tion of  good  will.  But  it  wasn’t  good 
will  that  smashed  slavery — it  took  a 
civil  war! 

We  communists  look  to  the  Russian 
Revolution  because  at  every  critical 
turning  point  in  the  history  of  the  in- 
ternational workers  movement  since 
November  7.  1917.  the  Russian  ques- 
tion will  tell  you  where  to  go  forward. 
A quote  from  Cannon:  “The  Russian 
Bolsheviks  on  November  7,  1917.  once 
and  for  all  took  the  question  of  the 
workers’  revolution  out  of  the  realm 
of  abstraction  and  gave  it  flesh  and 
blood  reality."  It  was  in  this  prison 
house  of  nations  that  the  Bolsheviks 
built  a revolutionary  party  based  on 
the  social  power  of  the  working  class, 
a party  which  brought  to  power  that 
enormously  diverse  class.  As  Cannon 
said.  "The  October  Revolution  pul 
socialism  on  the  order  of  the  day 
throughout  the  world ...  It  showed  in  life 
what  kind  of  party  the  workers  must 
have."  That’s  the  party  we  are  building. 
Join  us.  ■ 
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Mujahedin  Target:  Education  and  Social  Emancipation 


More  than  half  the  students  at  Kabul  University  were  women.  Now  they  stand 
in  deadly  peril  at  the  hands  of  feudalist  reactionaries 


Afghanistan... 

(continued  from  page  12) 
mujahedin  topple  the  Kabul  nationalist 
government,  the  two-sided  civil  war 
could  well  become  a war  of  all  against 
all.” 

Now  UN  emissary  Benon  Sevan 
pleads  with  the  disparate  feudalist  guer- 
rilla organizations  that  "unless  you  first 
start  thinking  as  Afghans  and  less  about 
your  ethnic  backgrounds,  things  will  not 
get  better.  They  will  get  worse."  How- 
ever unclear  the  situation  in  Afghanistan 
may  be  right  now.  things  will  certainly 
get  worse. 

From  the  “April  Revolution” 
to  Soviet  Betrayal 

The  so-called  April  Revolution  of  1 978 
which  brought  the  PDPA  to  power  was 
largely  carried  out  by  pro-Soviet  junior 
officers  in  the  military  and  promised  a 
series  of  relatively  modest  reforms,  nota- 
bly land  redistribution  and  a reduction 
in  the  bride  price.  In  the  context  of  this 
hideously  backward  society  such  mini- 
mal measures  posed  nothing  short  of  a 
revolutionary  transformation.  Yet  in  a 
country  where  mullahs  outnumbered 
industrial  workers,  the  social  base  nec- 
essary to  sustain  such  a transformation 
was  utterly  lacking.  Particularly  reforms 
relating  to  the  status  of  women  were  met 
with  a fundamentalist  insurgency  organ- 
ized by  the  mullahs  and  tribal  chieftains. 
The  CIA  moved  in  to  finance  this  anti- 
Communist  insurgency  on  the  Soviet 
Union’s  strategic  southern  flank. 

By  the  time  of  the  Red  Army  inter- 
vention, the  PDPA  was  on  the  verge  of 
being  overrun  by  the  Islamic  insurgents 
while  tearing  itself  apart  internally 
through  internecine  blood  purges.  More- 
over, according  to  a recent  six-part 
account  in  the  journal  Soviet  Soldier , 
then  KGB  head  Andropov  had  been  noti- 
fied in  December  1979  that  the  Pakistani 
military  was  planning  an  invasion  of 
Afghanistan.  By  New  Year’s  1980,  some 
100,000  Soviet  troops  had  crossed  the 
border  into  Afghanistan.  We  wrote  at  the 
time: 

“There  can  be  no  question  that  for  rev- 
olutionaries our  side  in  this  conflict  is 
with  the  Red  Army  ... 

“By  giving  unconditional  military  sup- 
port to  the  Soviet  army  and  PDPA 
Afghan  forces  we  in  no  way  place  polit- 
ical confidence  in  the  Kremlin  bureauc- 
racy or  the  left-nationalists  in  Kabul. 
While  the  Moscow  Stalinists  apparently 
presently  intend  to  shore  up  the  PDPA 
regime,  and  if  anything  limit  the  pace  of 
democratic  and  modernizing  reforms,  the 
prolonged  presence  in  Afghanistan  of  the 
Soviet  army  opens  up  more  far-reaching 
possibilities. . . . Extend  social  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution  to  Afghan  peoples!" 

— “Hail  Red  Army!" 

WV  No.  247.  11  January  1980 

Within  a few  years,  even  the  Western 
press  was  conceding  that  a Soviet  mili- 
tary victory  over  the  ragtag  feudalist 
"freedom  fighters"  was  pending.  Soviet 
intervention  made  possible  the  revolu- 
tionary transformation  of  Afghan  soci- 
ety. By  the  late  1980s,  the  number  of 
women  in  the  workforce  had  increased 
fiftyfold , a majority  of  students  at  Kabul 


University  were  women,  and  15,000 
women  served  as  soldiers  and  command- 
ers in  the  Afghan  army.  As  we  noted 
in  "Battle  for  Afghanistan":  “Although 
conducted  halfheartedly,  sending  troops 
into  Afghanistan  was  the  one  unam- 
biguously decent  and  progressive  act  of 
the  corrupt  and  conservative  Brezhnev 
regime,  going  against  the  grain  of  the 
reactionary  Stalinist  dogma  of  ‘socialism 
in  one  country’.’’ 

But  we  warned  from  the  outset  that, 
in  their  futile  quest  for  “peaceful  coex- 
istence" with  hostile  imperialism.  Brezh- 
nev and  his  successors  could  try  to  cut 
a deal  at  the  expense  of  the  Afghan  peo- 
ples. When  Gorbachev  took  over,  he 
began  implementing  his  "new  thinking" 
of  down-the-line  appeasement  of  West- 
ern imperialism.  The  Soviet  media  began 
churning  out  defeatist  propaganda  about 
the  Afghan  war  to  turn  the  population 
against  it,  echoing  the  insidious  Western 
lie  that  this  was  "Russia’s  Vietnam." 
Nonsense.  In  Vietnam  the  U.S.  fought 
a dirty  colonial  war  to  stop  a social 
revolution,  and  was  defeated  on  the 
battlefield.  In  Afghanistan.  Soviet  sol- 
diers saw  themselves  as  carrying  out 
their  "internationalist  duty"  to  stop  a 
bloodthirsty  counterrevolution,  and  they 
were  stabbed  in  the  back  by  a bureauc- 
racy which  never  fought  to  win. 

But  for  the  Kremlin  bureaucracy  des- 
perate to  buy  peace  with  imperialism  at 
any  price,  it  was  an  albatross  around 
their  neck.  When  Gorbachev  ordered 
the  troops  out,  there  was  no  quid  pro 
quo  from  the  U.S.  As  the  last  Soviet 
units  left  in  February  1989,  imperial- 
ist pundits  predicted  that  the  PDPA 
regime  would  collapse  in  a matter  of 
months.  The  U.S.  and  its  Pakistani  cli- 
ents masterminded  a brutal  mujahedin 
siege  of  the  provincial  capital  of  Jalala- 
bad. But  heroic  Jalalabad  held  strong, 
and  for  more  than  three  years  after 
the  Soviet  withdrawal  the  Najibullah 
regime  held  out.  It  was  Yeltsin’s  pro- 
imperialist countercoup  last  August, 
leading  to  a total  cutoff  of  aid,  that 
spelled  the  doom  of  the  fragile  Afghan 


economy  and  central  government. 

Following  the  Soviet  withdrawal,  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  wrote  to  the 
Afghan  government  in  February  1989, 
offering  to  organize  international  bri- 
gades to  fight  against  the  CIA’s  mullah 
cutthroats.  Kabul  instead  appealed  for 
humanitarian  assistance  to  the  civilian 
victims  of  the  siege  of  Jalalabad.  The 
PDC  and  fraternal  organizations  around 
the  world  organized  the  Jalalabad  Civil- 
ian Victims  Aid  Fund,  which  raised  over 


$42,000  in  three  months.  As  an  expres- 
sion of  solidarity,  we  dispatched  a cor- 
respondent to  Kabul  and  Jalalabad  to 
report  the  truth  to  our  readers. 

Despite  the  evident  desire  by  Afghan 
women,  leftists  and  youth  to  fight  to 
defend  their  gains,  this  backward,  iso- 
lated country  could  not  hold  out  alone 
forever.  In  the  wake  of  the  Soviet  with- 
drawal, the  PDPA  regime  attempted  to 
save  itself  through  a policy  of  "national 
reconciliation"  aimed  at  splitting  away 
rival  mujahedin  groups.  We  warned: 
"The  PDPA  may  think  that  as  long 
as  they  can  conciliate  and  neutralize 
the  clerical-feudalist  opposition  while 
retaining  control  of  the  cities,  they  will 
be  able  to  secure  oases  of  relative  social 
progress  in  a desert  of  rural  backward- 
ness (where  women  will  continue  to  be 
enslaved).  But  sooner  or  later,  the  cities 
will  fall  victim  to  entrenched  feudal  reac- 
tion, and  the  continuation  of  ethnic  and 
tribal  divisions  in  the  country  at  large 
will  begin  to  wreak  havoc  on  the  multi- 
national PDPA  itself." 

— "Afghanistan:  Civil  War  and 
Social  Progress."  WV 
No.  489,  10  November  1989 

Tragically,  this  has  now  come  to  pass. 

Now  More  Than  Ever,  Reforge 
the  Fourth  International! 

It  is  a bitter  moment  for  revolutionar- 
ies to  be  proven  right  in  warning  of  a 
bloody  betrayal.  But  we  have  nothing 
but  contempt  for  those  who  mouthed 
socialist  rhetoric  while  tailing  behind  the 
perpetrators  of  murderous  terror  against 


Afghan  women  and  leftists.  Three  years 
ago.  we  wrote:  "If  the  mujahedin  succeed 
in  butchering  every  leftist,  teacher  and 
unveiled  woman  in  Afghanistan,  their 
blood  will  be  on  the  hands  not  only  of 
the  Bushes,  Thatchers  and  Kohls,  but 
also  on  their  ‘left’  camp  followers." 

While  the  “Eurocommunists"  de- 
nounced the  Soviet  intervention  and 
Kremlin-loyal  Stalinists  tried  to  duck  the 
question,  a panoply  of  supposed  Trot- 
skyists climbed  aboard  Carter/Reagan’s 
anti-Soviet  bandwagon.  The  followers  of 
Nahuel  Moreno  not  only  hailed  the  muja- 
hedin cutthroats  but  called  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Islamic  counterrevolution  into 
Soviet  Central  Asia  itself.  Ernest  Man- 
del’s  United  Secretariat  echoed  the  impe- 
rialist war  cry  for  "Soviet  troops  out!" 
And  others  like  the  British  Workers 
Power  group  denounced  the  Soviet  inter- 
vention as  counterrevolutionary  only  to 
then  turn  around  and  denounce  the  with- 
drawal also  as  counterrevolutionary.  Yes. 
they  all  have  blood  on  their  hands. 

In  founding  the  Fourth  International 
in  1938,  Leon  Trotsky  wrote  that  “With- 
out a socialist  revolution,  in  the  next 
historical  period  at  that,  a catastrophe 
threatens  the  whole  culture  of  mankind." 
In  the  past  couple  of  years  alone,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  bloody  rape  of  Iraq  at  the 
hands  of  U.S.  imperialism,  fratricidal 
civil  wars  have  engulfed  Yugoslavia 
and  the  Soviet  Caucasus.  The  looming 
bloodbath  in  Afghanistan  may  well  draw 
in  all  the  neighboring  countries  and 
peoples. 


It  was  a straight  line  from  Gorbachev’s 
betrayal  of  Afghanistan  in  the  service  of 
imperialism  to  the  present  counterrevo- 
lutionary chaos,  presided  over  by  the 
openly  pro-imperialist  Yeltsin,  which 
threatens  to  destroy  the  Soviet  Union.  A 
Red  Army  victory  in  Afghanistan  was 
not  only  possible  but  eminently  feasible. 
This  would  have  stayed  the  hand  of  U.S. 
imperialism  and  secured  a future  for  the 
people  of  Afghanistan.  Far  better,  we 
said,  to  fight  imperialism  in  Afghanistan 
than  inside  the  borders  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Instead,  the  conciliationisl  Soviet 
bureaucracy  refused  to  pursue  the  war 
to  victory  and,  with  Gorbachev,  simply 
caved  in  to  Western  imperialist  diktat. 

The  martyrdom  of  Afghanistan  is  a 
direct  result  of  advancing  counterrevo- 
lution in  the  Soviet  Union.  Defense  of 
the  social  gains  of  the  October  Revolu- 
tion is  acutely  posed  in  Soviet  Central 
Asia,  where  the  encroaching  forces  of 
medieval  obscurantism  threaten  to  throw 
a relatively  advanced  industrialized  soci- 
ety back  by  centuries.  The  multinational 
Soviet  proletariat  must  learn  the  lesson 
of  Afghanistan.  There  can  be  no  con- 
ciliation of  counterrevolution.  Stalinism 
is  bankrupt.  An  authentically  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  vanguard  party  must  be 
forged  to  lead  the  proletarian  political 
revolution  that  can  sweep  away  Yeltsin 
counterrevolution  and  restore  the  banner 
of  internationalism  to  the  Kremlin. 
Reforge  the  Fourth  International,  world 
party  of  socialist  revolution ! m 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Statement  by  Esteban  Volkov,  Grandson  of  Leon  Trotsky 

“Martha  Phillips,  a Revolutionary  Hero” 


On  Monday.  April  27.  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist)  held  a press  confer- 
ence at  the  Leon  Trotsky  Museum  in 
Coyoacdn.  Mexico  City.  The  conference 
was  called  to  announce  the  interna- 
tional campaign  of  demonstrations  by 
the  ICL  demanding  a serious  investiga- 
tion of  the  murder  of  our  comrade  Mar- 
tha Phillips  in  Moscow  on  February  9. 
and  opposing  the  Yeltsin/Bush  drive  to 
restore  capitalism  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
homeland  of  the  Bolshevik  October  Rev- 
olution. The  Trotsky  Museum  is  at  the 
house  where  Lenin's  comrade  in  arms 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  exile,  and 
where  he  was  cut  down  in  August  1940 
by  a Stalinist  assassin.  Speaking  at  the 
press  conference  was  Esteban  (Seva) 
Volkov.  Trotsky’s  grandson.  We  print 
here  excerpts  from  his  statement. 


In  meeting  in  this  place,  we  do  so 
precisely  to  add  the  name  of  Martha 
Phillips  to  the  long  list  of  Trotskyist 
revolutionaries  who  have  fallen  in  the 
struggle  to  defend  the  working  class, 
at  the  hands  both  of  their  enemies  of 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  and  of  the 
reactionary  capitalist  groups.  We  wish 
to  add  the  name  of  Martha  Phillips  to 
the  long  list  of  fallen  revolutionary 
heros.  a list  that  is  headed  by  the 
great  revolutionary  and  Marxist  Leon 
Trotsky,  who  initiated  this  struggle  in 
1923  when  the  whole  process  began 
of  betrayal  and  moving  away  from  the 
October  Revolution  which  today  is 
reaching  its  final  stage,  that  of  (he 
return  to  capitalism. 

It  is  worth  mentioning  that  more  than 
half  a century  ago.  Leon  Trotsky,  with 
startling  clarity,  predicted  the  historical 


course  which  the  Russian  bureaucracy 
would  follow  and  whose  final  stage 
would  be  precisely  the  return  to  private 
property.  What  we  are  witnessing  is  the 
attempt  by  the  bureaucracy,  a bureauc- 
racy descended  from  that  of  Stalin,  neo- 
Stalinist  so  to  speak,  which  now  wants 
to  give  the  coup  de  grace  to  what  was 
socialism  and  write  the  final  chapter  of 
this  betrayal  of  the  October  Revolution. 
Trotsky,  in  The  Crimes  of  Stalin , which 
was  written  more  or  less  at  the  same 
time  as  The  Revolution  Betrayed,  pre- 
dicted that  the  new  sectors  of  the 
bureaucracy  would  renounce  Stalin, 
would  go  so  far  as  to  accuse  Stalin  and 
Trotsky  of  having  the  same  ideology 
and  political  culture  and  of  using  the 
same  methods.  All  that  has  come  true 
to  the  letter.  He  saw  the  regression  to 
the  capitalist  system,  to  private  prop- 


erty as  the  alternative  in  case  the 
masses,  the  Soviet  working  class,  were 
not  able  to  reconquer  power,  to  carry 
out  the  political  revolution. 

Thus  he  posed  it  not  as  a pre- 
determined end  but  as  an  alternative. 
Either  the  working  class  reconquers 
power  and  returns  to  the  road  of  the 
October  Revolution,  of  Marxism,  or 
else  the  bureaucracy  would  end  up 
totally  burying  what  was  the  October 
Revolution  and  re-establishing  the  cap- 
italist system.  And  that  is  what  we  are 
seeing. 

1 want  to  reiterate  again  our  admira- 
tion for  this  revolutionary  who  fell  in 
the  struggle.  We  still  cannot  say  clearly 
the  circumstances  in  which  she  was 
murdered,  but  from  what  it  appears, 
there  are  many  elements  which  sug- 
gest that  it  was  a political  crime  of 
reprisal  against  the  Spartacist  group, 
which  only  days  before  carried  out  a 
demonstration  against  Yeltsin.  And  the 
actions  of  the  Russian  militia,  of  the 
police,  leave  a lot  to  be  desired  and 
raise  many  doubts. 


Murder  in 
Moscow... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 
of  May  Day.  the  international  workers 
holiday.  The  demonstrations  will  also 
oppose  the  drive  led  by  Yeltsin  and 
backed  by  Bush  to  impose  capitalist 
immiseration  and  starvation  on  the 
Soviet  peoples. 

The  ICL  spokesman  continued:  "Who- 
ever is  responsible  for  this  crime  has 
dealt  a terrible  blow  to  everybody  who 
seeks  to  resist  and  defeat  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  Soviet  Union.  That's 
why  our  protests  are  taking  place  in  con- 
junction with  May  Day.  It  used  to  be 
that  if  a Trotskyist  died  under  suspicious 
circumstances  anywhere  within  the  long 
reach  of  J.V.  Stalin,  the  question  of  who 
was  responsible  was  not  really  a ques- 
tion. That  is  no  longer  the  case.  The 
Soviet  Union  today  is  a rapidly  decom- 
posing society.  We  don’t  know  who 
killed  Martha  Phillips,  but  it  cannot  be 
ruled  out  that  the  murder  of  our  comrade 
was  a political  act." 

Martha  Phillips  was  the  most  promi- 
nent spokesman  in  the  Soviet  Union  for 
the  ICL.  which  is  known  there  and  else- 
where for  its  determined  opposition  to 
Yeltsin’s  counterrevolutionary  course.  A 
leading  cadre  of  the  U.S.  Spartacist 
League  for  20  years  and  a passionate 
fighter  against  racism  and  women’s 
oppression,  she  was  a powerful  and 
outspoken  opponent  of  the  growing 
expressions  of  anti-Semitism  and  Great 
Russian  chauvinism  which  have  been 
nurtured  by  this  reactionary  climate. 

Phillips  was  struck  down  only  hours 
before  what  was  expected  to  be  a large 
anti-Yeltsin  protest  in  which  the  ICL  had 
planned  significant  sales  of  its  Russian- 
language  revolutionary  journal.  Her 
murder  came  several  days  after  Yeltsin’s 
visit  with  Wall  Street  financiers  at  the 


Spartacist 


Moscow,  January  17:  ICL  banner 
outside  Soviet  officers'  conference 
reads,  “No  to  Capitalist  Restoration! 
Yes  to  Gains  of  October!" 

Federal  Reserve  Bank  in  Manhattan  was 
met  by  a vocal  and  visible  protest  organ- 
ized by  the  Spartacist  League. 

"From  the  moment  Martha  was  found 
dead,  many  questions  were  raised  about 
the  manner  and  cause  of  her  death."  said 
Spencer.  When  Phillips’  body  was  dis- 
covered by  her  comrades  in  the  apart- 
ment where  she  had  been  staying,  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  make  it  look 
as  though  she  had  died  in  her  sleep.  Mos- 
cow militia  and  medical  authorities  were 
immediately  called  to  the  scene.  Despite 
a visible  chest  wound  which  was  brought 
to  iheir  attention,  these  professionally 
trained  personnel  initially  and  falsely 
declared  that  Phillips  had  died  of  natural 
causes.  Suspicious  of  this  sudden  death, 
her  comrades  demanded  an  autopsy. 
When  the  autopsy  was  finally  conducted 
two  days  later,  authorities  confirmed  that 
Martha  Phillips  had  indeed  been  mur- 


dered. Only  then  did  the  militia  even 
open  an  investigation  into  the  cause  of 
violent  death. 

It  took  another  eight  weeks,  and 
numerous  requests,  before  the  author- 
ities released  even  the  most  meager 
report  on  the  official  autopsy.  Elemen- 
tary forensic  tests  and  interviews  with 
suspects  were  pursued  in  a dilatory  or 
unprofessional  fashion,  if  at  all.  The  U.S. 
Consulate  has  been  passive  and  unhelp- 
ful in  the  investigation  of  the  murder 
of  this  American  citizen.  Toronto  attor- 
ney Yossi  Schwartz,  who  went  to  Mos- 
cow to  push  the  investigation  on  behalf 
of  the  victim  and  her  family,  stated: 
"I  faced  constant  delaying  tactics  and 
buck-passing.  For  example,  the  procura- 
tor told  me  that  the  militia  was  respon- 
sible for  the  two-day  delay  in  starting 
the  investigation.  But  the  autopsy  report 
states  that  the  procurator's  office  knew 
from  the  beginning  that  it  was  a violent 
death.  So  who  is  lying?" 

The  ICL  spokesman  said:  "All  the 
authorities  have  been  so  vague,  so 
obstructionist  and  at  times  even  deliber- 
ately misleading  that  we  have  to  ask 
whether  there  are  bigger  forces  at  play 
who  do  not  want  this  murder  solved.” 

There  were  many,  from  the  nationalist 
remnants  of  the  decomposing  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  to  pro-Yeltsin  “free  trade 
unions"  financed  and  advised  by  the 
CIA  conduit  National  Endowment  for 
Democracy  and  others  as  well,  who  had 
reason  to  want  to  silence  the  ICL.  Only 
three  weeks  before  her  murder  Phillips 
was  violently  assaulted  by  a Pamyat  fas- 
cist and  other  Russian  nationalists  at  a 
public  demonstration  near  the  Kremlin. 

Demonstrations  will  be  held  in  New 
York,  Washington,  D.C.,  San  Francisco, 
Ottawa,  Tokyo,  Milan.  Paris.  Berlin. 
Hamburg.  Rome.  Sydney  and  London. 
There  will  also  be  press  conferences  in 
Moscow  and  at  the  Trotsky  Museum  in 
Mexico  City,  where  Esteban  Volkov, 
grandson  of  Leon  Trotsky,  will  speak. 


Comrade  Spencer  concluded  her  an- 
nouncement: "Martha  Phillips  died  at  her 
post,  fighting  to  forge  a new  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  in  the  land  of  the 
October  Revolution  of  1917.  The  task  is 
posed:  either  the  multinational  Soviet 
proletariat  will  reconquer  political 
power,  usurped  by  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. or  there  will  be  the  bloody  con- 
solidation of  social  counterrevolution. 
Already  national  disintegration  and  mas- 
sive poverty  and  hunger  are  being 
brought  about  by  the  drive  toward 
capitalist  restoration.  In  demanding  a 
thorough  investigation  into  the  murder 
of  our  fallen  comrade,  we  continue  the 
revolutionary  struggle  in  whose  service 
she  died."  ■ 


Slogans  to  be  carried  at 
the  protests  will  include: 

• No  more  stalling! 

Full  investigation  of  the  murder 
of  Martha  Phillips! 

• The  Freikorps  murdered  Rosa 
Luxemburg!  The  Stalinists 
assassinated  Trotsky! 

Who  killed  Martha  Phillips? 

• All  honor  to  Martha  Phillips — 
fighter  against  capitalist 
counterrevolution  and  Pamyat 
anti-Semitism! 

• U.S.  State  Department: 
Indifference  and  malice! 

Moscow  Militia:  Incompetence, 
evasion  and  buck-passing! 

• Return  to  the  road  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky! 

• Defeat  Yeltsin/Bush 
counterrevolution! 

• “Free  market”  means  capitalist 
misery  for  Soviet  peoples! 

• For  proletarian  political  revolution 
to  sweep  away  Yeltsin’s  starvation 
regime! 


Workers 

Power... 

(continued  from  page  3) 
that  they  must  think  nobody  in  the 
English-speaking  world  is  capable  of 
reading  its  leaflet  sans  translation!)  For 
it  is  perfectly  tailored  to  accommodate 
the  Stalinist  "patriots"  whom  WP  vitu- 
perates against  from  the  safety  of  its 
London  offices. 

Titled  “Down  With  the  New  Autoc- 
racy!” the  leaflet  was  cosigned  by  Alexei 
Gusev’s  Socialist  Workers  Union  (linked 
to  Cliff  Slaughter’s  WRP  in  Britain) 
and  a handful  of  anarchists  and  Greens. 
Of  course,  it  makes  no  mention  of  the 
fact  that  WP  and  its  bloc  partners  were 


eager  to  support  the  "new  autocracy"  last 
August,  when  they  rallied  beneath  the 
tsar’s  flag  on  Yeltsin’s  barricades. 

To  cobble  together  this  bloc  with 
virulent  Stalinophobes  and  anarchists, 
many  of  whom  opposed  the  Bolshevik 
Revolution  from  the  outset,  the  leaflet 
celebrates... the  February  1917  Revolu- 
tion (and  no  mention  of  October)!  Under 
the  heading  "1917 — February — 1992,"  it 
proclaims:  “75  years  ago  the  working 
people  overthrew  the  dictatorial  regime 
which  had  violated  its  rights,  oppress- 
ing and  suppressing  it.”  So  the  post- 
February  Provisional  Government  of 
Prince  Lvov  and  later  Kerensky  didn’t 
oppress  the  working  people? 

While  the  ultra-opportunist  Yeltsin- 
ite  “socialists"  are  increasingly  isolated, 
the  International  Communist  League 


(Fourth  Internationalist)  is  uniquely 
fighting  to  cohere  a Trotskyist  nucleus 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  We  sell  considerably 
more  literature  in  the  Soviet  Union  than 
all  of  them  put  together,  and  we  do  so 
on  the  basis  of  our  established  record 
as  principled  Leninist  internationalists 
who  do  not  brook  any  kind  of  national 
chauvinism  or  anti-Semitism. 

Workers  Power  barely  mentioned 
Pamyat  twice  in  as  many  years,  while 
we  have  had  numerous  articles  call- 
ing for  Soviet  workers  to  crush  these 
Great  Russian  fascist  scum  ever  since 
they  emerged  in  the  mid-‘80s.  And 
the  third  issue  of  the  ICL’s  Russian- 
language  Spartacist  Bulletin,  titled  "Len- 
inist Party — Tribune  of  the  People." 
is  devoted  to  the  struggle  against 
the  oppression  of  Jews,  women  and 


homosexuals  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

And  Workers  Power?  At  an  April  25 
talk  in  Dublin  on  his  trip  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  WP  speaker  Paul  Morris  said 
that  anti-Semitism  was  so  pervasive 
there  that  all  British  and  Americans 
were  presumed  to  be  Jews.  So  this 
intrepid  “anti-racist"  told  Russians  he 
was  a German-speaking  Swiss!  We  can 
only  wonder  why  Morris  stopped  there, 
instead  of  going  all  the  way  and 
announcing  himself  100  percent  Aryan. 

On  the  barricades  with  Yeltsin  coun- 
terrevolution and  its  NTS  backers, 
capitulating  to  the  anti-Semitism  of 
the  "patriot"  milieu,  maneuvering  with 
every  anti-communist  rat  group  in  the 
Soviet  Union  masquerading  as  “Trotsky- 
ist"— such  is  the  "struggle"  of  Workers 
Power.  ■ 
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Soviet  Withdrawal  Was  a Betrayal 


Bloodbath  Looms  in 


Afghanistan 


CIA's  Cutthroats  on  the  Loose 


As  Islamic  mujahedin  march  on  Kabul  (top),  unveiled  women  and  other 
•infidels"  face  vindictive  terror.  Above:  fundamentalist  guerrilla  executes 
school  teacher. 


APRIL  27 — A week  after  the  drama- 
tic collapse  of  the  regime  of  President 
Najibullah,  Islamic  fundamentalist  mu- 
jahedin ("holy  warriors”)  are  swarming 
through  the  streets  of  the  Afghan  capi- 
tal of  Kabul.  Fourteen  years  to  the  day 
since  Soviet-backed  modernizing  left- 
nationalists  came  to  power  in  Kabul, 
offering  women  some  prospect  of  eman- 
cipation from  centuries  of  feudal  and 
pre-feudal  slavery,  the  reforms  they 
implemented  are  about  to  be  swept  away 
in  a counterrevolutionary  bloodbath. 

The  battle  over  Afghanistan  was  the 
opening  shot,  and  the  bloodiest  front 
line,  of  Cold  War  II.  When  Soviet  troops 
moved  in  December  1979  to  prop  up 
the  beleaguered  government  of  the  Peo- 
ple’s Democratic  Party  of  Afghanistan 
(PDPA)  against  CIA-backed  reaction- 
aries, the  Spartacist  tendency  declared, 
"Hail  Red  Army!”  Succumbing  to 
the  prevailing  winds  of  anti-Sovietism, 
much  of  the  left  fell  in  line  behind  Wash- 
ington’s war  cry  of  “Soviet  troops  out!" 
A decade  later,  when  Gorbachev  aban- 
doned Afghanistan,  we  denounced  this 
as  a betrayal  of  the  Afghan  peoples  and 
of  the  Soviet  Union  itself.  The  deadly 
consequences  of  this  treachery  are  now 
before  our  eyes. 

Little  over  a year  ago.  the  imperialists 
carried  out  the  wanton  slaughter  of  over 
100,000  Iraqis  in  the  name  of  Washing- 
ton’s "New  World  Order.”  Now  they 
plan  to  proclaim  another  triumph  for 
“freedom"  and  "democracy"  over  moun- 
tains of  corpses  of  those  who  fought 
for  social  emancipation.  In  their  name, 
we  cry  out:  this  crime  must  he  seared 
into  the  memory  of  the  international 
working  class! 

One  swaggering  guerrilla  commander 
on  the  outskirts  of  Kabul  said.  “The  only 
people  who  have  anything  to  fear  are 
Najibullah’s."  In  the  .eyes  of  these  reac- 
tionary cutthroats,  “Najibullah’s  people" 
include  every  secular  teacher,  every  left- 
ist. every  schoolgirl  who  has  learned  to 
read  and  write,  every  woman  who  has 
thrown  off  the  suffocating  head-to-toe 
chador.  As  soon  as  word  spread  that  the 
mujahedin  had  entered  the  capital,  gov- 
ernment offices  emptied,  shops  and 
homes  shuttered  down.  The  Kabul  River 
may  soon  flow  red  with  the  blood  of 
thousands  of  "infidels." 

As  the  guerrillas  massed  outside 
Kabul,  the  price  of  chadors  skyrocketed, 
a measure  of  the  panic  gripping  eman- 
cipated women  in  the  capital.  Mujahedin 
gangs  chanted  “God  Is  Great!"  as  they 
roamed  through  the  capital.  One  of  them 
railed:  “We  want  everything  to  change 
according  to  Islam.  For  example,  if  a 
woman  does  not  want  to  dress  in  an 
Islamic  way,  1 will  not  let  her  walk 
in  the  city."  The  Washington  Post  (26 
April)  reported:  “Only  a month  ago. 
scores  of  women  strode  through  Kabul 
streets  in  Western  skirts  and  high 
heels:  today  those  who  ventured  into 
the  streets  wore  Islamic  head  cover- 
ings.” One  young  woman  law  student 


at  Kabul  University  said  simply.  "Of 
course  we  are  very  much  frightened." 

Fundamentalist  gangs  based  on  rival 
ethnic  and  tribal  formations  have  already 
begun  shooting  it  out  in  the  streets  of 
the  capital  and  distributing  arms  to  the 
population  at  large.  The  Pathan-based 
forces  of  the  fanatical  fascistic  Gulbud- 
din  Hekmatyar  are  engaged  in  a blood 
feud  with  rival  forces  commanded  by  the 
northern  Tajik  rebel  commander  Ahmad 
Shah  Masood.  What  awaits  is  an  all- 
sided  fratricidal  ethnic  slaughter  of  hor- 
rendous proportions,  a Lebanon  writ 


large.  If  anything,  the  civilian  popula- 
tion of  Jalalabad — the  last  government 
stronghold  to  fall  and  the  scene  of  heroic 
resistance  against  a fundamentalist  siege 
three  years  ago — faces  a fate  worse  even 
than  that  of  Kabul. 

President  Najibullah  himself  went  into 
hiding,  reportedly  at  the  United  Nations 
offices  in  Kabul.  Despite  UN  attempts 
to  guarantee  him  safe  passage  to  join  his 
family  in  India,  the  Islamic  rebels  vowed 
that  the  former  Afghan  leader  would  not 
leave  the  country  alive.  But  the  muja- 
hedin killers  got  what  they  deserved 


when  they  tried  to  storm  the  Cuban 
embassy  in  Kabul.  An  embassy  state- 
ment tersely  explained:  “Cuban  officials 
who  watch  over  the  embassy  and  protect 
Cuban  citizens  under  our  flag  defended 
the  integrity  of  the  places  under  their 
protection." 

With  the  mujahedin  poised  to  take 
over  in  Kabul,  dimwitted  State  Depart- 
ment spokesman  Margaret  Tutwiler 
piously  drawled.  "Please  do  not  resort 
to  violence."  That  takes  some  chutzpah. 
From  Democrat  Carter  to  Republicans 
Reagan  and  Bush,  the  U.S.  funneled  bil- 
lions in  high-tech  weaponry  to  the  CIA’s 
Afghan  cutthroats  to  kill  Soviet  soldiers. 
Now.  with  the  Soviet  Union  in  a sham- 
bles, Washington  is  worried  that  the 
array  of  mutually  warring  fundamental- 
ist groups  it  has  sponsored  and  bank- 
rolled over  the  years  will  produce  havoc 
and  regional  "destabilization." 

Washington’s  press  agents  are  now 
trying  to  hide  the  fact  that  the  chief  recip- 
ient of  CIA  largesse  over  the  years  was 
the  sinister  Hekmatyar.  So  they  have 
been  playing  up  the  supposedly  “mod- 
erate" Masood  as  a mujahedin  “hero.”  A 
wide-eyed  "Gidget  Goes  to  Peshawar" 
account  by  Donatella  Lorch  in  the  New 
York  Times  (21  April)  lionizes  the  "soft- 
spoken  guerrilla  commander  with  a 
wispy  beard,  craggy  face  and  rakishly 
tilted  Afghan  woolen  cap."  But  this 
reputed  "moderate"  launched  his  insur- 
gency well  before  the  "Communist" 
PDPA  came  to  power  in  1978.  He 
objected  to  even  the  tepid  paper  reforms 
of  the  Daud  regime  in  1973. 

The  downfall  of  the  Najibullah  regime 
came  not  as  the  result  of  a mujahedin 
military  victory  but  due  to  internal  dis- 
integration along  ethnic  and  tribal  lines 
as  Soviet  support  disappeared.  A month 
ago,  a government  militia  commander. 
General  Abdul  Rashid  Doestam.  an 
Uzbek,  formed  an  uneasy  alliance  with 
Masood  in  the  northeast.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Kabul  garrison,  also  a 
Tajik,  threw  in  his  lot  with  Masood  and 
Doestam.  In  central  Afghanistan,  the 
Shi’ite  Hazaras  have  taken  control  of  a 
whole  region,  while  another  tribal  army 
established  its  fiefdom  in  the  south. 
Meanwhile,  elements  of  the  former 
secret  police  from  the  dominant  Pathan 
nationality  have  reportedly  linked  up 
with  Hekmatyar. 

For  years,  the  imperialists  and  their 
left  tails  howled  about  Soviet  inter- 
vention trampling  over  the  "self- 
determination  of  the  Afghan  nation.”  We 
pointed  out  that  Afghanistan  was  not 
a nation  at  all.  but  an  artificial  entity 
carved  out  of  this  mountainous  region 
by  imperialist  Britain  and  tsarist  Russia. 
If  anything,  the  PDPA.  the  first  genu- 
inely multi-ethnic  formation  in  Afghan 
history,  posed  the  possibility  of  consol- 
idating a real  nation  out  of  the  numer- 
ous ethnic  and  tribal  groupings.  In  "Bat- 
tle for  Afghanistan"  (WV  No.  471.  17 
February  1989)  we  warned:  "Should  the 
continued  on  page  10 
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For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


MAY  1 1 — The  U.S.  imperial 
president’s  3 1 -car  motorcade 
swept  into  South-Central 
Los  Angeles  at  dawn  like 
Norman  Schwarzkopf  mov- 
ing into  Kuwait  City.  Fed- 
eral agents  and  police  were 

stationed  on  rooftops,  armed  

with  sniper  rifles  and  auto- 
matic weapons.  Soldiers 
flooded  Slauson  and  Crenshaw  Boule- 
vards; Secret  Service  agents,  cops  and 
handlers  with  bomb-sniffing  dogs 
streamed  through  the  area.  As  the  motor- 
cade sped  past  the  bumed-out  rubble 
from  the  Crenshaw  district  in  South  L.A. 
to  the  Salvadoran  immigrant  area  of 
Pico-Union  to  Koreatown.  the  Bush  bri- 
gade met  with  unmasked  bitterness  and 
seething  hostility  from  Los  Angeles’ 
poor.  “Go  to  hell,  you  hypocritical  liar!" 
one  man  jeered.  A 35-year-old  father  of 
three,  laid  off  for  nearly  a year  from  his 
aircraft  construction  job  at  McDonnell 
Douglas,  screamed  out.  “We  need  better 
education,  more  jobs,  a stake  in  the 
community." 

A week  earlier,  on  April  29,  the  pent- 


Free  the  Victims  of  the  Racist  Roundups! 

Cops,  Troops,  Migra  Out  of  the  Ghettos  and  Barrios! 
For  Labor/Minority  Action  Against  Racist  Cop  Terror! 


up  anger  of  America’s  poor,  minority 
and  working  people  exploded  against 
the  armed  enforcers  of  this  racist  capi- 
talist state.  Across  the  country,  young 
blacks.  Hispanics,  Asians  and  whites 
have  poured  into  the  streets  to  protest 
the  “not  guilty”  verdict  acquitting  the 
Los  Angeles  cops  who  savagely  beat 
black  motorist  Rodney  King,  and  to 
show  solidarity  with  the  L.A.  upheaval. 
The  match  that  lit  up  L.A.  has  burned  a 
gaping  hole  in  the  New  World  Order 
that  is  widening  with  each  passing  day. 
From  the  White  House  to  the  California 
state  house.  America's  rulers  know  they 
are  all  guilty,  and  they're  nervous  as 
hell.  Bush  dispatched  an  army  of  U.S. 
troops  and  federal  agents,  occupying  Los 


Angeles  with  a force  larger  than  that 
used  in  the  1965  U.S.  invasion  of  the 
Dominican  Republic.  And  in  the  wake 
of  the  riots,  from  L.A.  to  SF  to  NYC 
there  is  an  ominous  escalation  of  police 
bonapartism,  as  the  uniformed  thugs 
act  as  a law  unto  themselves  on  the 
streets. 

In  San  Francisco  on  Friday.  May  8, 
some  575  protesters  were  busted  in  a 
police  trap.  Cops  blocked  the  agreed- 
upon  march  route  and  then  charged  into 
the  anti-racist  demonstrators,  arresting 
and  photographing  them,  then  loading 
them  onto  Muni  buses  for  transport  to 
Pier  38,  where  they  were  warehoused 
into  the  early  hours  of  Saturday  morning. 
This  came  a week  after  Mayor  Frank  Jor- 


dan, SF’s  former  chief  of 
police,  declared  a state  of 
emergency  and  curfew,  giv- 
ing police  sweeping  pow- 
ers. Jordan  rode  to  office  on 
a racist  backlash  vote.  His 
new  police  chief  is  former 
sheriff  Richard  Hongisto,  a 
liberal  darling  who  brags  he 
is  a card-carrying  member 
of  the  ACLU  as  he  busts  demonstrators’ 
heads.  After  thousands  were  arrested  last 
week,  including  student  protesters  who 
sat  down  during  rush  hour  on  the  Bay 
Bridge,  Hongisto  crowed  that  police 
departments  around  the  country  "will  be 
sending  people  here  to  take  lessons  on 
how  to  do  it  right"  ( San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  2 May). 

In  New  York,  meanwhile,  a racist 
scare-mongering  campaign  swept  the 
city  on  April  30.  As  the  rumors  got  wil- 
der and  wilder,  big  companies  in  mid- 
town sent  workers  home  early,  small 
shopowners  slammed  down  their  shut- 
ters from  Harlem  to  Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
night-shift  workers  were  told  not  to 
continued  on  page  II 


Outrage  Over  Racist  Acquittal  of  Cops  in  Rodney  King  Case 


From  Death  Row, 

This  is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


The  Ramona  Africa  Suit 


Throughout  the  press  in  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps 
throughout  the  U.S.  press  as  well,  the  story  of  the 
Ramona  Africa  suit,  or  “the  MOVE  suit"  as  they 
often  term  it,  has  garnered  banner  headlines. 

This  civil  suit,  initiated  by  Ramona  pro  se  (without 
a lawyer),  is  a civil  claim  of  a violation  of  her  civil 
constitutional  rights,  stemming  from  the  police 
bombing  of  MOVE  headquarters  in  West  Philly,  leav- 
ing at  least  eleven  MOVE  men,  women  and  babies 
dead  on  May  13,  1985.  The  suit  claims  the  state 
knowingly  and  intentionally  used  excessive  and 
unlawful  force  against  the  occupants  of  6612  Osage 
Avenue,  and  created  a holocaust  that  night. 

Among  prisoners,  the  articles  have  stimulated  com- 
ment, among  them,  the  ever-present  comment,  “She 
gonna  get  paid."  This  comment  never  ceases  to  irk 
me.  for,  over  and  above  the  fact  that  Ramona  could 
care  less  about  money  (as  with  all  MOVE  people), 
the  fact  remains  that  this  is  a civil  suit,  seeking  civil 
damages,  for  an  act  that  Ray  Charles  and  Stevie  Won- 
der both  could  clearly  see  was  criminal. 

Contrary  to  published  opinion,  as  Ramona  neatly 
points  out.  the  May  1 3th  bombing  of  MOVE  by  police 
was,  not  even!,  an  accident,  not  a technical  blooper, 
nor,  as  former  mayor  Goode  said,  "a  bad  day." 

No!  May  13th,  1985  was  the  most  premeditated 


police  raid  and  destroy  mission  in  U.S.  history;  a 
day  planned  and  prepared  for,  months,  even  years  in 
advance  by  local,  state  and  federal  officials  sworn 
to  one  unholy  aim — the  destruction  of  the  MOVE 
organization. 

Their  “bad  day"  began  when  one  determined, 
scarred,  smouldering  Black  woman  dodged  a hellfire 
of  cop  bullets  to  escape  the  plans  of  government  to 
incinerate  her  and  her  family  alive,  and  survived. 

For  this  she  was  dumped  into  Pennsylvania’s  hell- 
ish prisons,  sentenced  to  seven  years  in  a prison  mad- 
house of  loss,  pain  and  alienation  at  Muncy’s  Women 
Prison — for  daring  to  not  die! 

Well,  Mona’s  back,  y ’all. 

Fueled  by  the  generating  influence  of  John  Africa's 
teaching,  this  MOVE  soldier  is  marching  back  into 
battle,  to  point  out  how  corrupt,  how  thoroughly 
decayed  this  system  is.  using  their  own  so-called 
"law."  Long  Live  John  Africa! 

Her  dark,  muscled  arms  are  mottled,  seared  and 
scarred  in  some  places,  silent  testament  to  the  flames 
of  Osage,  but  her  eyes  are  clear  and  calm,  her  fine 
mind  sharper  than  the  hot  shards  of  glass  that  littered 
the  back  yard  of  Osage,  sharper  than  the  pain  that 
stabbed  at  her  heart,  when  she  looked  back,  and 
through  the  black  clouds  of  smoke,  saw  her  people. 


her  brothers  and  sisters,  the  children,  shot  back  by 
a rain  of  death,  back  into  the  inferno  of  Osage,  forced 
back  by  a steady  deadly  rain  of  automatic  police 
weapons  fire,  forced  back  into  eternity. 

And  they  talkin’  bouta  civil  suit — for  damages! 

To  date  no  official,  former  D.A.  Edward  Rendell 
(who  was  himself  recently  declared  immune  from  suit), 
former  D.A.  Ronald  Castille.  former  U.S.  Attorney 
Edw.  Dennis,  nor  present  D.A.  Lynne  Abraham,  has 
ever  called  any  action  by  police  or  any  other  official, 
“criminal" — not  one  charge.  Not  once.  Nobody. 

Just,  maybe,  a civil  violation,  here  or  there,  and  if 
“proven."  will  only  mean  you,  the  taxpaying  public, 
will  foot  the  bill,  and  pay  hard-earned  bucks  for  polit- 
ical incompetence. 

As  I look  around  this  dungeon  on  Pennsylvania's 
Death  Row.  I see  not  one  soul  who  dared  premeditate 
mass  murder  like  police  and  political  officials  did 
on  May  13th,  1985,  and  until  I do — don't  tell  me 
about  a criminal  justice  system,  ’cause  there  ain’t  no 
“justice”  in  it — it’s  just  a criminal  system. 

1 April  1992 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal,a  Philadelphia  black  journal- 
ist, is  on  death  row  at  Pennsylvania's  Huntingdon 
state  prison.  Framed  up  because  of  his  political 
views,  Jamal  faces  death  for  his  defiance  of  the 
racist,  capitalist  order.  His  columns  appear  periodi- 
cally in  Workers  Vanguard  and  other  newspapers. 

To  get  involved  in  the  fight  to  save  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  and  abolish  the  death  penalty,  contact 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  P.O.  Box  99, 
Canal  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10013.  If 
you  wish  to  correspond  with  Jamal,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  Drawer  R, 
Huntingdon,  PA  16652. 


Black  Freedom  and 
Revolutionary  Leadership 

The  arrogant  refusal  of  the  two  parties  of 
capitalist  exploitation  to  offer  anything  other 
than  increased  repression  to  the  impoverished 
black  masses  of  the  urban  ghettos  in  the  wake 
of  the  Los  Angeles  upheaval  underscores  the 
crying  need  for  revolutionary  leadership.  At 
the  time  of  the  1964  Harlem  upsurge,  the  first 
of  a series  of  ghetto  rebellions  that  rocked  the 
/ 960s,  the  Spartacisl  League  intervened  with  LEN I N 

the  aim  of  bringing  to  bear  the  social  power 
of  the  integrated  workers  movement  in  the  struggle  against  cop  terror  and  racist  oppres- 
sion. As  we  wrote  then,  the  key  to  black  liberation  lies  in  the  forging  of  a proletarian 
party  committed  to  socialist  revolution. 

Revolutionaries  in  the  Negro  freedom  movement  need  to  pose  transitional  demands 
which,  at  each  point,  tend  to  bring  the  Negro  masses  to  the  recognition  in  struggle  that 
fundamental  solutions  to  their  problems  are  not  possible  within  the  framework  of  the 
capitalist  system,  a system  which  incorporates  in  its  very  being  inequality,  racism,  and 
mass  destruction. 

...the  Democratic  Party  is  merely  the  preferred  political  tool  of  the  very  classes 
responsible  for  oppression.  The  Democratic  Party  has  been  the  most  powerful  political 
force  in  this  country  for  three  decades;  the  fact  that  it  has  done  nothing  of  any 
substance  to  advance  the  position  of  the  Negro  people  is  because  it  doesn’t  want  to: 
it  is  controlled  by  powerful  financial  interests  who  benefit  from  the  oppression  of 
Negroes....  The  only  alternative  is  the  development  of  a mass  Labor  parly  based  on 
an  alliance  of  black  and  white  workers  committed  to  a socialist  solution  to  the  prob- 
lems of  the  working  class — unemployment,  speedup,  low  wages,  slums,  and  racism. . . . 

Out  of  the  struggle  for  and  implementation  of  such  a program  will  come  a new 
revolutionary  organization  capable  of  organizing  the  Negro  masses  and  leading  them 
in  struggle.  Such  an  organization,  through  fighting  for  the  special  needs  of  the  Negro 
people,  will  form  its  link  through  the  Revolutionary  Party  to  broader  struggles — 
ultimately  the  struggle  for  workers  power  and  a socialist  reorganization  of  society. 
The  Negro  people,  the  most  exploited  section  of  the  working  class,  will,  by  virtue  of 
their  long  experience  in  struggle  for  a better  life,  play  a leading  role  in  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  entire  American  working  class — and  through  them,  of  all  humanity. 

— “Harlem  Riot  and  After"  ( Spartacist  No.  3,  January-February  1965) 
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The  Massacre  of  MOVE 


UPI 

As  American  cities  explode  in  outrage  over  the  racist  acquittal  of  the 
cop  beaters  of  Rodney  King,  it  is  appropriate  to  commemorate  13  May 
1985,  when  eleven  black  people  lost  their  lives  and  hundreds  were  burned 
out  of  their  homes  in  the  Philadelphia  police  bombing  of  MOVE.  This 
May  marks  seven  years  since  the  Mother’s  Day  siege  of  Osage  Avenue. 
Black  Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode  gave  the  order,  the  FBI  supplied 
the  C-4  explosives,  and  Philly  cops  dropped  the  bomb,  then  opened  up 
with  10,000  rounds  of  machine-gun  and  rifle  fire  to  drive  back  into  the 
flames  those  who  sought  to  escape. 

Not  one  of  the  government  officials  guilty  of  ordering  and  carrying 
out  this  calculated  mass  murder  was  even  penalized,  much  less  jailed, 
for  their  monstrous  crime.  But  Ramona  Africa  was  imprisoned  for  seven 
years  for  the  "crime’’  of  surviving  this  massacre.  She  and  other  MOVE 
members  have  been  denied  parole  for  refusing  to  renounce  their  beliefs 
or  their  organization. 

Now  after  “maxing  out,"  serving  every  day  of  the  maximum  sentence, 
Ramona  is  scheduled  to  be  released  on  May  13.  So  the  spiteful  authorities 
at  Muncy  prison  have  been  trying  to  set  her  up,  particularly  in  light  of 
the  civil  suit  she  has  launched  against  the  state.  And  sinister  police 
surveillance  has  been  stepped  up  around  the  MOVE  residence. 

Reports  have  reached  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  that  in  late  March 
prison  officials  closed  the  library,  where  Ramona  worked,  for  two  days 
and  tore  it  apart  in  a search.  They  suspended  her  from  her  detail  because 
she  had  been  keeping  legal  papers  there  concerning  her  suit  against 
Philadelphia  officials.  Meanwhile,  city  officials  have  started  up  their 
intimidation  and  provocation  tactics,  with  unmarked  vans  shining  a spot- 
light on  the  house  and  a police  helicopter  circling  the  house  for  hours. 

Eleven  black  people,  including  five  children,  are  dead,  and  many 
MOVE  members  are  still  in  jail  as  part  of  the  Philadelphia  rulers’  ongoing 
racist  vendetta  against  these  black  radicals.  We  demand  freedom  for  all 
the  MOVE  prisoners!  Stop  the  surveillance  and  harassment!  The  Amer- 
ican workers  revolution  will  avenge  the  MOVE  martyrs. 


13  May  1985 
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All  Out  to  Stop 
NY  Times  Union-Busting! 


East  Farmingdale, 
Long  Island,  May  8: 
Drivers  union 
picket  arrested  at 
scab  New  York 
Times  delivery 
operation. 


MAY  II — "Turn  ’em  back!  Turn  ’em 
back!"  pickets  shouted  as  scabs  drove 
tractor  trailers  belonging  to  the  New  York 
Times  into  the  New  Rochelle.  NY 
wholesale  outfit  owned  by  Imperial 
Delivery  Service.  Workers,  members  of 
the  Newspaper  and  Mail  Deliverers 
Union  (NMDU)  from  all  over  New  York, 
were  there  to  defend  the  jobs  of  220  fel- 
low NMDU  members  who  arc  being  rail- 
roaded out  by  a union-busting  operation 
carefully  orchestrated  by  the  Times.  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  copies  of  the  New 
York  Times  went  undelivered  this  past 
weekend,  as  some  trucks  developed 
“mechanical  failure"  and  one  burst  into 
flames. 

Last  year  we  warned,  when  the  union 
tops  caved  in  to  Daily  News  owner  Rob- 
ert Maxwell’s  job-slashing  contract,  that 
"if  this  deal  goes  down,  the  labor-hating 
New  York  Times  bosses,  with  a $450- 
million  ultra  modern  printing  facility  at 
Edison.  NJ  ready  to  roll,  are  ready  to 
sock  it  to  the  unions.”  Now  the  Times 
arrogantly  proclaims  it  will  impose 
“labor  peace  for  the  rest  of  the  century" 
through  a no-strike  pledge,  slashing 
wages,  ripping  up  work  rules  and  gutting 
the  one  union  with  the  power  to  enforce 
a strike  in  the  newspaper  industry  in  New 
York.  The  demand  to  eliminate  overtime 
pay  alone  will  cut  wages  in  half! 

After  years  of  submitting  to  arbitration 
decisions  which  hacked  away  at  union 
gains,  on  May  6 the  NMDU  lops  put  up 
this  giveback  deal  for  a vote  by  the  2.900 
drivers  in  the  NYC  area.  It  was  rejected 
as  60  percent  voted  “no."  Drivers  know 
that  the  rest  of  the  industry  will  quickly 
demand  the  same  givebacks  as  the  Times. 
As  one  worker  declared,  “if  they  want  a 
war,  that’s  what  will  happen.” 


Times  management  moved  quickly 
after  the  vote.  Their  front  man  in  this 
union-busting  campaign  is  one  Arthur 
Imperatore,  owner  of  Imperial  and  the 
huge  APA  Transport  trucking  company 
in  Jersey.  He  is  taking  over  newspaper 
wholesaling  operations  in  Long  Island 
and  Westchester.  In  the  words  of  a 
NMDU  officer.  "Imperatore  owns  half 
of  Hoboken."  He  is  trying  to  use  his  350 
acres  of  Jersey  waterfront  to  build  some- 
thing called  "Venice  on  the  Hudson."  In 
New  Jersey?? 

Imperatore  fired  the  220  NMDU  mem- 
bers. threatening  to  replace  them  with 
Teamsters  from  Local  917.  who  staff  his 
trucking  business.  Teamsters  headquar- 
ters in  Washington  warned  Local  917 
to  observe  NMDU  picket  lines,  so 
Imperatore  moved  in  scabs.  The  Times 
may  claim  that  Imperatore  is  acting  on 
his  own.  but  as  one  driver  told  WV,  "The 
Times  is  the  head  of  the  snake.  They  lease 
their  trucks  from  him.  they've  been 
sleeping  together  for  years.” 

The  haughty  Times  publishers  got  a 
judge  to  issue  a midnight  restraining 
order  to  prohibit  the  union  from  inter- 
fering with  delivery.  Allied  Printing 
Trades  Council  chief  George  McDonald 
capitulated  even  before  they  got  the 
order,  telling  the  Times  that  "other  news- 
paper unions  would  be  very  unlikely  to 
strike  in  defiance  of  a court  order."  But 
as  a driver  said,  "When  you  go  into  war 
you  don’t  carry  a manual  in  your  back 
pocket  that  says  what  you  can  and  can’t 
do.”  Already,  16  drivers  have  been 
arrested  on  the  picket  line. 

What’s  needed  is  joint  strike  action 
by  all  the  unions  at  the  Times  to  shut  the 
paper  down  now!  Stop  all  deliveries, 
defy  the  capitalist  courts’  injunctions 


with  mass  pickets  to  stop  the  scabs ! Driv- 
ers must  demand  that  Teamsters,  rail 
workers  and  longshoremen  refuse  to 
handle  the  newsprint.  Thai’s  the  kind  of 
action  that  would  have  won  the  Daily 
News  strike  of  1990-91  hands  down, 
instead  of  dragging  it  out  for  months. 

As  in  the  Daily  News  strike,  the  ruling 
class  exploiters  at  the  Times  are  playing 
the  race  card,  going  after  the  NMDU  for 
discrimination  against  blacks  and  other 
minorities.  But  the  exploiters  on  43rd 
Street,  the  spokesmen  for  this  racist  rul- 
ing class,  have  a lot  of  nerve  pretending 
to  defend  black  rights!  The  drivers,  who 
in  fact  are  now  one-third  minority  and 
women,  must  join  with  the  pressmen  and 
tum  the  tables  on  the  Times — demanding 
special  union-run  recruitment  and  train- 
ing programs  at  the  capitalists'  expense 
to  create  jobs. 

At  the  Daily  News,  while  driving  out 
the  Tribune  Co.  union-busters,  the  work- 


ers were  bled  dry  and  saddled  with  a 
contract  which  sacrificed  hundreds  of 
jobs,  especially  among  the  drivers  and 
pressmen  who  were  the  backbone  of  the 
strike.  Well,  Cap’n  Bob  went  off  the 
back  of  his  yacht  in  the  Canary  Islands 
and  now  his  sons  are  peddling  the  News 
to  a crew  of  media  moguls  who  will 
demand  yet  more  givebacks. 

The  New  York  Times  and  the  rest  of  the 
capitalist  press  are  big  business;  you 
need  hard  class  struggle  to  beat  them.  To 
counteract  the  press  bosses'  playing  one 
union  off  against  another,  workers  must 
forge  a fighting  industrial  union  of  the 
newspaper  industry,  from  the  pressroom 
to  the  newsroom.  By  relying  on  the 
bosses’  parties  and  bowing  to  the  bosses’ 
courts,  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  pre- 
pares the  way  for  defeat.  Newspaper 
workers  in  NYC  need  a class-struggle 
leadership  that  will  fight  for  a workers 
party!  Victory  to  the  drivers  strike!  ■ 


TA,  TWU  Tops  Impose  Contract  Vote  Rip-Off 


WV  Photo 


1,500  transit  workers  marched  across  Brooklyn  Bridge  to  protest  Sonny  Hall  s 
sellout  contract,  February  12. 


MAY  12 — With  voting  on  yet  another 
mail  ballot  finishing  today,  NYC  transit 
workers  are  being  steamrollered  by  the 
Transit  Authority  and  their  own  union 
misleaders  into  essentially  the  same  sell- 
out contract  they  massively  threw  back 
only  weeks  ago.  The  regime  of  Transport 
Workers  Union  Local  100  president 
Sonny  Hall  constantly  threatened  the 
powerful,  racially  integrated  32,000 
TWUers  with  dire  consequences  under 
the  no-strike  Taylor  Law. 

First,  the  exec  board  extended  the  con- 
tract for  a year.  When  1 .500  angry  transit 
workers  marched  over  Brooklyn  Bridge. 
Hall  called  in  the  police  to  keep  them 
out  of  their  own  union  hall!  And  when 
the  contract  was  massively  voted  down, 
the  TWU  tops  got  together  with  the  TA 
and  Democratic  governor  Cuomo  and 
cooked  up  a deal  to  automatically  submit 
the  contract  to  binding  arbitration  if 
workers  nixed  it  again. 

The  current  mail  ballot  was  blatantly 
rigged.  The  choice  on  the  ballot  was 
either  “yes”  for  their  stinking  contract, 
or  "no. ..knowing  that  [it]  will  be 
resolved  by  binding  arbitration  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  requirements  of  New 
York  State  law”!  Workers  across  the  sys- 
tem were  furious.  As  a militant  in  the 
Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU  told  WV: 
"Workers  don’t  have  to  “know'  anything 
of  the  kind!  We’re  fighting  to  smash  the 
Taylor  Law  arbitration.  Transit  workers 
can  vote  this  down  again,  and  with  a 
massive  repudiation  of  the  Hall  gang,  go 
on  to  fight  for  a leadership  that  will  mo- 
bilize the  union  in  a solid  strike." 


The  Committee  fought  for  a mass  meet- 
ing of  the  entire  TWU  Local  100  at 
Madison  Square  Garden,  collecting  over 
1,000  petitions  for  a meeting  to  decide 
how  to  fight  and  win. 

The  bureaucratic  “opposition,"  New 
Directions  (ND),  called  for  workers  to 
write  “none  of  the  above"  on  their  ballot, 
but  never  offered  a program  for  struggle. 
On  the  contrary,  they  voted  with  Hall  to 
extend  the  contract  last  year,  and  the 
closer  it  came  to  a showdown,  the  more 
loudly  ND  opposed  a strike.  Meanwhile 


they  sought  to  funnel  transit  workers’ 
anger  into  pressuring  the  Democratic 
Party — like  ND's  "threat"  to  "disrupt” 
the  Democratic  convention. ..next  July! 
Yet  the  rigged  ballot  deal  came  straight 
out  of  Cuomo’s  office. 

This  hasn’t  placated  Hall,  who  has 
launched  a witchhunt  against  ND  offi- 
cers in  the  union.  In  a transparent 
bureaucratic  maneuver  on  behalf  of  the 
TA  aimed  at  suppressing  dissent.  Hall 
has  filed  bogus  union  charges  that  his 
hacks  were  "kidnapped  and  held  hos- 


tage"! This  was  over  the  union  meeting 
where  hundreds  of  angry  workers  gave 
the  labor  traitors  hell  for  selling  them 
out!  This  witchhunt  must  be  fought! 

At  every  tum.  New  Directions  and  the 
reformists  who  champion  them  have 
sought  to  limit  transit  workers’  struggle 
to  what  is  “possible”  in  this  racist,  cap- 
italist system.  “Solidarity”  tells  workers. 
"Recessions  may  be  unavoidable,”  only 
arguing  over  "who  suffers  the  most." 
Socialist  Action  praises  ND.  cynically 
implying  that  it  is  for  strike  action  and 
against  the  Democratic  Party  when 
everyone,  including  the  New  York  Times 
bosses,  knows  the  opposite  is  the  case. 

TWU  Local  100,  the  most  powerful 
municipal  union  in  the  country,  is  seeth- 
ing. The  narrow  Hall  bureaucracy  can 
only  stay  in  office  by  witchhunting  and 
blatant  rigging.  The  last  few  weeks  have 
made  it  crystal  clear  that  transit  workers 
must  roll  over  this  roadblock  and  sweep 
aside  the  "New  Directions"  fakers  by 
forging  a genuinely  class-struggle  lead- 
ership with  the  determination  and  pro- 
gram to  fight  to  win.  ■ 
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After  ten  weeks  of  stalling,  smoke- 
screens and  incompetence  by  the  Mos- 
cow militia  (police),  in  late  April 
the  International  Communist  League 
launched  a worldwide  campaign  of  pub- 
licity and  protest  to  pressure  the  author- 
ities to  begin  a serious  investigation  into 
the  February  9 murder  of  our  comrade 
Martha  Phillips.  Capping  a series  of 
demonstrations  outside  embassies  and 
consulates  of  the  Russian  government 
around  the  world,  on  May  5 ICL  spokes- 
men and  a Soviet  lawyer  representing 
Martha  Phillips’  family  held  a press  con- 
ference at  the  House  of  Journalists  in 
Moscow  which  was  attended  by  more 
than  40  representatives  from  the  Soviet 
and  international  media. 

Reporting  on  the  international  cam- 
paign and  what  necessitated  it,  ICL 
speaker  Jon  Branche  stated: 

"In  the  twelve  weeks  since  Martha  was 
found  brutally  strangled  and  stabbed  on 
the  morning  of  February  9,  Moscow 
authorities  show  no  progress  in  tracking 
down  those  guilty  of  this  abominable 
crime.  For  weeks  Phillips'  comrades, 
friends  and  loved  ones  have  cooperated 
in  good  faith  with  the  militia  investiga- 
tion. But  our  urgent  inquiries  have  met 


the  stonewalling  of  those  charged  with 
pursuing  the  case,  he  concluded  that 
it  was  impossible  to  know  "whether  it 
is  a case  of  negligence  or  a conscious 
attempt  to  prevent  a thorough  investiga- 
tion leading  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
guilty  party.” 

A 1 April  article  by  Oleg  Rubnikovich 
in  the  Soviet  newspaper  Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta  pointed  to  the  opaque  and  mys- 
terious manner  in  which  the  police  inves- 
tigation has  been  pursued.  As  late  as 
March  20,  Moscow  Morgue  No.  5 said 
that  "the  preliminary  diagnosis  was  sud- 
den heart  failure,"  the  article  reported. 
"Meanwhile  by  1 1 February  an  autopsy 
showed  that  the  death  was  violent,  and 
why  the  spokesman  of  the  morgue  tried 
to  deceive  the  reporter  remains  unclear." 

Now  more  than  two  dozen  leading 
papers  around  the  world,  ranging  from 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  and  Exam- 
iner and  the  New  York  Times  in  the  U.S. 
to  the  London  Independent,  Le  Monde 
(Paris),  Frankfurter  Rundschau  and  the 
Japan  Times,  have  put  the  spotlight 
on  the  Moscow  authorities.  An  article 
by  Seamus  Martin  in  the  Irish  Times 
(4  May)  noted  that  the  case  “is  currently 
raising  a minor  storm  here  in  Moscow." 

Remarking  on  the  virtual  press  black- 
out which  preceded  this  campaign,  Astrit 
Dakli  noted  in  the  Italian  II  Manifesto 
(3  May):  "The  violent  death  of  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  is  an  event  that  in  other  cases 
has  raised  a lot  of  noise  in  Moscow." 
Just  how  unusual  this  case  is  was  under- 
lined by  Howard  Witt  in  the  Chicago 
Tribune  (10  May):  “The  circumstances 
might  have  been  lifted  from  the  pages 
of  a Cold  War-era  thriller.  Phillips  was, 
in  fact,  the  first  American  murdered  in 
Moscow  in  recent  memory,  according  to 
U.S.  embassy  officials.” 

In  what  amounts  to  the  first  pub- 
lic response  by  the  Yeltsin  regime, 
the  government-controlled  ITAR-TASS 
news  agency  issued  a tortuous  justifica- 
tion for  the  lack  of  official  progress  in 
a 30  April  dispatch,  which  scurrilously 
sought  to  put  the  blame  on  the  victim. 
The  dispatch  retailed  the  Moscow  proc- 
urator’s office  claim  that  "there  are  no 
reasons  to  suggest  that  the  investigation 
is  being  conducted  in  secret."  Yet  the 
first  brief  account  of  the  murder  in 
the  Soviet  press,  in  Vechernaya  Moskva 
(26  February),  said  flatly  that  the  inves- 
tigation was  “being  conducted  in  the 
strictest  secrecy." 

A 27  April  Reuters  dispatch  from 


Moscow  by  Anthony  Barker  broke 
ground  in  the  international  press.  Barker 
interviewed  Moscow  case  investigator 
Pavel  Marchenko,  who  “said  he  could 
not  yet  disclose  details  of  his  inquiry." 
It  also  cited  the  dismissive  response  from 
a U.S.  embassy  spokesman:  “The  Mos- 
cow police  have  assured  us  that  they  are 
doing  everything  that  they  can." 

Many  of  the  articles  emphasized  the 
ICL’s  Trotskyist  politics  and  opposition 
to  Yeltsin  counterrevolution.  Barker,  for 
example,  wrote  of  Martha  Phillips:  “Her 
organisation  was  critical  of  the  former 
ruling  Soviet  Communist  Party,  the  pres- 
ent government  of  Russian  President 
Boris  Yeltsin,  which  is  introducing  free 
market  reforms,  and  the  anti-Semitic 
Pamyat  nationalist  movement.” 

The  II  Manifesto  article,  headlined 
“Moscow,  the  Strange  Death  of  Martha 
Phillips,  Trotskyist  Militant,”  pointed 
out  that  "This  is  a case  with  many  anom- 
alies that  aren’t  part  of  normal  crime 
stories."  Reporter  Astrit  Dakli  noted  how 
the  doctors  who  first  arrived  at  the  scene 
of  the  murder  "diagnosed  ‘sudden  death 
of  natural  causes’  in  spite  of  the  evi- 
dence of  knife  wounds  and  marks  of 
strangulation.  The  functionaries  of  the 
militia  did  the  same  thing."  She  added, 
“The  functionaries  respond  with  annoy- 
ance to  relevant  questions  (in  other  sim- 
ilar cases  there  was  always  an  extra- 
ordinary mobilization,  often  with  very 
rapid  results).” 

Judi  Buehrer,  writing  in  the  English- 
language  Moscow  Times  (30  April), 
encountered  the  same  stonewalling  from 
Moscow  militia  and  U.S.  embassy  offi- 
cials. Investigator  Marchenko  “declined 
to  comment  on  any  of  the  specifics  of 
the  case,"  while  chief  police  investigator 
Andrei  Voyeikov  “refused  to  comment 
about  why  the  doctors  didn’t  imme- 
diately suspect  foul  play"  and  “also 
declined  to  divulge  other  information 
about  the  case.”  The  U.S.  embassy,  an 
official  told  her,  had  “done  ail  it  could.” 

An  article  "on  the  mysterious  stabbing 
in  Moscow  of  a Trotskyist"  in  the  Lon- 
don Independent  on  Sunday  (3  May)  by 
Steve  Crawshaw  reported  that  an  aide  to 
Denver  Democratic  Congresswoman  Pat 
Schroeder,  who  intervened  in  the  case 
on  behalf  of  Phillips’  family,  complained 
to  him  about  the  State  Department’s 
response:  "First  we  were  told  that  it  was 
natural  death — then  a knife  wound.  We 
still  haven't  seen  an  autopsy  report. 

continued  on  page  14 
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with  incompetence,  evasion  of  responsi- 
bility and  constant  delaying  tactics." 
Among  the  documents  distributed  to  the 
press  was  a 2 1 April  letter  to  the  Moscow 
procurator’s  office  by  Yossi  Schwartz,  a 
Canadian  lawyer  retained  by  Martha 
Phillips’  family.  Protesting  the  handling 
of  the  investigation,  Schwartz  detailed 
the  grievous  shortcomings  of  the  inves- 
tigation. Criticizing  the  numerous  omis- 
sions from  the  autopsy  report,  the  failure 
to  perform  essential  laboratory  tests  and 
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‘Accidental’ 
death  of  a 
Spartacist 


ON  9 FEBRUARY  this  year,  a 
woman  was  found  strangled  and 
stabbed  in  her  apartment  in  Mos- 
cow. This  was  nothing  special.  In 
what  was  once  an  almost  peaceful 
city  violent  crime  has  soared  in 
recent  years. 

But  this  was  no  common-or- 
garden  Moscow  killing.  The  vic- 
tim was  an  American  left-wing 
political  activist.  And  theft  was 
not  the  motive.  No  valuables  in 
the  apartment  - which  included 
Western  currency  and  a computer 
— were  stolen.  All  that  was  taken 
was  an  address  book,  a watch 
made  in  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
and  a carving  knife,  which  was, 
presumably,  used  for  the  murder. 

Martha  Phillips,  43,  was  an 
English  teacher  in  Moscow  and  a 
member  of  a tiny  ultra-left  group 
called  the  Spartacist  League.  Her 
fellow  Spartacists  are  now  accus- 
ing the  police  of  failing  properly 
to  investigate  the  murder. 

The  case  has  certainly  ap- 
peared confused  at  best.  One  ear- 
ly police  theory,  for  example,  was 
that  despite  the  knife  wound  and 
the  bruises  on  her  neck  Phillips 
died  of  “natural  causes". 

This  did  not  go  down  well  with 
the  Spartacists.  In  their  world, 
conspiracy  theories  are  two  a pen- 
ny. Their  newspaper.  Workers' 
Vanguard,  is  full  of  stories  about 
plots  hatched  by  Reagan,  Bush, 
the  Pope  - and  even  Boris 
Yeltsin,  who  is  perceived  as  a new 
oppressor  of  the  working  class. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  death  of 
Martha  Phillips,  there  are  reasons 
to  be  wary.  Phillips  was  a Jew  and 
had  received  threats  from  the 
Russian  neo-fascist  group. 
Pamyat,  which  has  made  no  secret 
of  its  anti-Semitism.  Pamyat  has 
been  widely  blamed  for  a growing 
number  of  anti-Semitic  attacks 
and  killings  carried  out  in  St  Pe- 
tersburg and  Moscow. 

Yeltsin  supporters  talk  of  a 
“brown-red”  coalition  - between 
neo-fascist  groups  like  Pamyat 
and  hardline,  old-style  commu- 
nists. The  left-right  alliance  has 
been  more  explicit  recently  in  that 
the  nationalists  have  frequently 
shared  a platform  with  hardline 
communists  such  as  Viktor 
Alksnis. 

The  American  embassy  says 
that  it  is  "continuing  to  follow  the 
matter  closely".  But  Victor 
Granovsky,  a friend  of  Phillips, 
told  the  English-language  Mos- 
cow Times : “This  is  an  American 
citizen  who  was  brutally  killed; 
nothing  has  been  done  - the 
family  and  friends  have  received 
only  a minimal  response." 

Patricia  Schroeder,  a congress- 
woman  in  Phillips’s  home  town  of 
Denver,  Colorado,  has  been 
asked  by  the  victim’s  family  to 
pursue  the  case.  An  aide  to  Ms 
Schroeder  complained  yesterday 
of  a "conflict"  in  the  evidence 
with  which  they  have  been  sup- 
plied so  far. 

“First  we  were  told  that  it  was 
natural  death  - then  a knife 
wound.  We  still  haven’t  seen  an 
autopsy  report,  although  we’ve 
asked  for  it,"  she  said. 

But  a State  Department 
spokeswoman  said  that  there  was 


Steve  Crawshaw 
on  the  mysterious 
stabbing  in  Moscow 
of  a Trotskyist 

an  unwillingness  to  intervene  for 
the  moment:  "The  best  stance  is 
to  wait  for  an  official  report.  You 
can’t  say  anything  till  you  have  a 
smoking  gun."  She  added  that  the 
conclusion  of  a Moscow  report  on 
the  death  was  understood  to  be 
“imminent". 

In  Moscow,  the  newspaper 
Niezavisimaya  Gazeta  — in  a re- 
port last  month  - complained 
that  a morgue  spokesman  had  de- 
scribed the  cause  of  death  as 
“heart  failure",  when  it  was  al- 
ready clear  that  Phillips  had  been 
murdered.  Niezavisimaya  com- 
mented: “Why  the  spokesman 
tried  to  deceive  the  reporter  re- 
mains unclear.” 

Yossi  Schwartz,  a Canadian 
lawyer,  has  complained  that  evi- 
dence has  been  destroyed.  There 
are  fears  that,  on  past  form,  no 
one  will  ever  be  charged  with 
Phillips’s  murder. 

Phillips’s  political  allegiances 
straddled  a peculiar  divide.  The 
International  Communist  League 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Martha  Phillips:  pro-Soviet 

(Fourth  International),  as  the 
Spartacists  described  themselves, 
declared  loyalty  to  Lenin  and 
Trotsky  - but,  unlike  most  Trots- 
kyist groups,  they  were  not  anti- 
Soviet.  Indeed,  Phillips  wanted  to 
see  a reconstitution  of  the  old  So- 
viet Union  and  was  prepared  to 
demonstrate  alongside  hardline 
communists  in  Moscow  in  their 
protests  against  the  Yeltsin 
government. 

Phillips’s  comrades  talk  of  her 
attempts  to  "smash  the  Bush- 
Yeltsin  counter-revolution”,  and 
even  complain  of  "Stalinophobic 
anti-Sovietism". 

But  however  unusual  Phillips’s 
own  politics  may  have  been,  the 
apparent  lack  of  enthusiasm  to 
pursue  the  possible  political  or 
anti-Semitic  aspects  of  her  mur- 
der is  striking. 

Joyce  Simson,  a campaigner 
for  Jewish  rights,  notes  that  Jews 
in  Russia  are  increasingly  accused 
of  responsibility  for  all  the  coun- 
try's failings.  “They  blame  the 
Jews  for  communism  - or  for 
capitalism.  Whichever." 
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Oakland  woman’s  murder 
in  Moscow  draws  protests 

Probe  urged  in 
mystery  death  of 
‘revolutionary  hero’ 


By  Elizabeth  Fernandez 

Of  T>«  EXAMINER  STATE 

She  was  strident  and  dogmatic, 
she  fought  an  unpopular  cause. 

She  was  also  a woman  of  pas- 
sionate commitment  and  fervid  be- 
lief in  the  power  of  the  common 
people,  so  willing  to  put  her  princi- 
ples on  the  line  that  last  May,  at 
the  age  of  43.  Martha  Phillips  up- 
rooted herself  from  her  Oakland 
home  and  moved  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

In  early  February,  the  radical 
activist  and  one-time  candidate  for 
the  Oakland  City  Council  was 
found  brutally  and  mysteriously 
murdered  in  a Moscow  apartment 

After  months  of  what  they  con- 
sider inept  and  inadequate  police 
investigation,  supporters  demon- 
strated last  week  outside  the  Rus- 
sian Consulate  in  San  Francisco 
and  in  a dozen  other  cities  from 
London  to  Tokyo  to  Sydney  to 
demand  that  the  slaying  of  the 
"fallen  revolutionary  hero"  be  thor- 
oughly investigated. 

“We  don’t  know  why  Martha 
was  killed,”  said  Jim  Robertson, 
head  of  the  Spartacist  League,  a 
pro-Bolshevik  organization  that 
opposes  the  Bons  Yeltsin  regime. 
"We're  not  claiming  that  there  has 
been  a (coverup).  But  the  investi- 
gation has  lagged,  it’s  been  incom- 
petent We  want  a clear,  robust 
police  investigation." 

Andrei  Rogov,  the  San  Francis- 
co consulate’s  press  attache,  said  a 
criminal  investigation  is  being  con- 
ducted by  the  Procurator  General's 
Office  of  the  Russian  Federation. 
"But  so  far,  despite  the  measures 
taken,  the  criminals  have  not  been 
located,"  Rogov  said.  “It’s  a com- 
plex matter,  it’s  not  easy." 

He  declined  further  comment 

Known  in  Bay  Area  political  cir- 
cles for  her  radical  militancy,  Phil- 
lips had  lived  in  Oakland  for  about 
20  years,  friends  say.  In  1983  she 
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unsuccessfully  ran  for  the  City 
Council. 

Employed  as  a typesetter,  Phil- 
lips was  39  when  she  decided  to 
study  Russian  as  a prelude  to  mov- 
ing to  the  Soviet  Union.  She  stud- 
ied at  City  College  of  San  Francis- 
co. 

"She  had  always  wanted  to  live 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  She  saw  it  as 
the  home  of  the  first  successful 
workers'  revolution,”  said  longtime 
friend  Diana  Coleman  of  Oakland. 

She  is  .also  a member  of  the 
Spartacist  League,  which  follows 
the  tenets  of  radical  communist 
Leon  Trotsky,  slain  in  exile  after  a 
power  struggle  with  Joseph  Stalin. 
The  group  says  it  has  several  hun- 
dred members  in  the  United 
States. 

They  carry  the  mantle  of  Trots- 
ky who,  in  bitter  opposition  to  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy,  founded  a 
movement  to  fight  for  the  rights  of 
the  working  class. 

"It’s  a pretty  unusual  person 
who  in  their  late  30s  decides  to 
learn  Russian  in  their  spare  time,” 
Coleman  says.  “It  was  very  much 


in  keeping  with  her." 

Phillips'  move  Inst  spring  to 
Moscow  was  a “culmination  of  her 
life's  work,"  Coleman  said. 

Landing  a job  as  an  English  in- 
structor at  the  Russian  American 
University,  Phillips  during  her 
months  abroad  was  a visible,  vocal 
proponent  of  the  Trotsky  ideals. 
She  was  also  publicly  critical  of  the 
Tree-market  government  of  Yeltsin, 
and  spoke  in  July  at  the  Moscow 
Workers  Congress. 

On  March  9,  friends  found  her 
lying  in  bed.  seemingly  asleep.  An 
autopsy  later  revealed  that  she  had 
been  stabbed,  then  strangled,  sus- 
taining several  broken  bones  in  her 
throat. 

Phillips'  son  and  her  parents 
live  in  Colorado. 

"She  had  one  of  the  strongest 
characters  of  anyone  I've  ever 
known,"  said  Al  Nelson,  an  Alame- 
da resident  and  longtime  friend  of 
Phillips.  "Martha  was  a young 
woman  still.  Not  knowing  who  or 
why  makes  it  so  unfinished  and  it 
makes  grieving  so  much  harder  to 
deal  with." 
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Seeking  Moscow  Inq  uiry  In  to  a Killing 


By  KATHERINE  BISHOP 
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OAKLAND. 


Calif..  May  4 — In 
miles,  it  is  a long 
way  from  Scars- 
dalc  High  School  in 
suburban  Westchester  County  out- 
side New  York  City  to  this  city  on  the 
east  side  of  San  Francisco  Bay. 

But  to  one  1965  graduate,  Martha 
Phillips,  who  once  wrote  of  "hating 
and  despising  bourgeois  society,"  this 
racially  diverse  city  of  auto  and  ship- 
yard workers  and  neighborhoods 
fighiing  the  devastation  of  crack  and 
urban  gangs  felt  more  like  home. 

A fixture  in  radical  political  circles 
here  for  nearly  20  years,  Ms  Phillips 
organized  labor  demonstrations,  ran 
unsuccessfully  for  the  City  Council, 
worked  as  a typesetter  and  dreamed 
of  going  to  the  birthplace  of  the  Octo- 
ber 1917  revolution.  Last  May,  that 
dream  came  true.  After  studying 
Russian  in  night  school  for  years,  she 
was  off  to  Moscow  to  leach  and  to  de- 
fend 'The  fractured  apparatus  of  the 
workers'  state.” 

On  Feb.  9,  a few  hours  before  she 
was  scheduled  to  attend  a rally  as  a 
senior  leader  of  the  International 
Communist  League  protesting  the  re- 
formist policies  of  President  Boris 
Yeltsin,  Ms.  Phillips  was  found 
stabbed  and  strangled  to  death  in  her 
apartment 

Back  here,  Ms.  Phillips's  friends 
and  comrades  in  the  Spartacist 


League,  the  small  group  of  radical 
followers  of  the  teachings  of  Leon 
Trotsky  to  which  she  belonged,  have  a 
new  political  fight  on  their  hands: 
forcing  the  Russian  authorities  to  find 
out  who  killed  her. 

When  most  people  think  about  radi- 
cal leftist  political  organizing,  of  days 
spend  picketing  and  handing  out  leaf- 
lets and  nights  consumed  by  arguing 
theory,  they  frequently  think  of  this 
city's  northern  neighbor.  Berkeley, 
where  students  have  fanned  the 
flames  of  civil  rights  and  anti-Viet- 
nam war  sentiments  for  decades. 

But  to  spend  a lifetime  dedicated  to 
the  certainty  of  the  ultimate  victory 
of  the  workers'  revolution,  one  must 
live  and  work  side  by  side  not  with  the 
intellectual  elite,  but  with  the  working 
class.  Thus  it  is  this  city,  where  so 
many  people  go  off  to  work  wearing 
hard  hats,  thBt  has  always  drawn 
staunch  revolutionists  from  around 
the  country. 


Like  Ms.  Phillips,  many  began  their 
political  activism  opposing  the  Viet- 
nam War  Be  they  Leninists,  Stalin- 
ists or  Maoists,  it  is  here  that  they, 
come,  believing  that  the  city's  work- 
ing people  have  a lot  to  gain  and  not 
much  more  to  lose  and  that  is  there- 
fore an  ideal  place  to  launch  the 
workers' state 

On  April  30,  people  picketed  Rus- 
sian consulates  in  1 1 cities  around  the 


world.  Including  the  nearest  one  in 
San  Francisco,  demanding  a full  in- 
vestigation of  Ms.  Phillips's  death. 

Ms  Phillips's  sister.  Elizabeth 
Greenberg,  a lawyer  in  Denver,  said 
thai  from  the  information  she  had  re- 
ceived. only  a list  of  names  of  the  po- 
litical people  with  whom  she  had  been 
working  was  stolen  from  her  sister's 
apartment  when  she  was  killed. 

A statement  issued  by  the  Sparta- 
cist League  here  said  that  members 
discovered  Ms  Phillips's  body  in  bed 
on  Feb.  9.  It  said  the  authorities  ini- 
tially declared  the  death  to  be  a result 
of  natural  causes,  later  reversing  this 
finding  and  saying  they  had  discov- 
ered a stab  wound  In  her  chest  and 
broken  bones  in  her  throat 

The  league's  statement  said  Ms. 
Phillips,  who  was  Jewish,  had  been 
assaulted  by  members  of  Pamyat,  a 
nationalist  group  with  overtones  of 
anti-Semitism,  at  a public  demonstra- 
tion near  the  Kremlin  three  weeks  be- 
fore. 

Yossi  Schwartz,  a lawyer  in  Toron- 
to. has  travelled  to  Moscow  and  hired 
private  investigators  In  an  effort  to 
learn  more.  And  while  the  Spartacists 
have  not  taken  an  official  position 
connecting  her  political  work  and  her 
death,  some  friends  and  family  mem- 
bers believe  the  two  are  linked. 

"She  lived  her  life  for  her  politics," 
Ms.  Greenberg  said.  "And  I think  she 
was  killed  because  of  them." 
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Young  Spartacus 


Black  Students 
Under  Siege  in  Atlanta 

Cops  Off  Campus!  % wroiull^' 


...  . ,,  . ..  . ...  ...  Michael  Harrelson 

Atlanta  University  students  take  to  the  streets  on  April  30  in  protest  of  racist  L.A.  verdict.  The  next  day,  the  cops  seized 
campus  to  clamp  down  on  student  unrest. 


The  news  of  the  acquittal  of  the 
cops  who  beat  Rodney  King  pierced 
Atlanta  University  Center  like  a siren. 
People  poured  out  of  classrooms  and 
dormitories  and  into  the  streets  in  pro- 
test. And  just  in  case  students  didn’t 
get  the  message  from  the  videotape  that 
it’s  open  season  on  black  people  for 
the  racist  enforcers  of  law  and  order, 
it  was  beaten  into  their  heads  by  the 
army  of  police  and  GBI  (Georgia  Bureau 
of  Investigation)  agents  who  rampaged 
against  the  students'  protest  of  police 
brutality. 

It  looked  like  television  clips  of  Bir- 
mingham in  1963  when  Police  Chief 
Bull  Connor  unleashed  savage  cop  vio- 
lence against  young  black  demonstra- 
tors. Except  this  time  it  wasn’t  white 
cracker  racists  leading  the  charge  against 
black  youth — it  was  black  Democratic 
Party  mayor  Maynard  Jackson  and  the 
black  chief  of  police,  Eldrin  Bell. 

On  Friday  May  I,  the  Atlanta  Uni- 
versity complex  was  sealed  off  by  a 
thick  blue  line  of  cops.  Students  who 
attempted  to  march  downtown  in  protest 
of  the  verdict  were  denied  a permit  to 
do  so  by  the  mayor.  Then  an  on-campus 
march  and  rally  was  surrounded  by 
police  who  clubbed  and  gassed  demon- 
strators and  bystanders,  and  hauled  away 
anyone  they  could  grab.  Students  were 
beaten  into  buildings,  under  orders  that 
no  one  was  to  be  in  the  open,  then  police 
fired  tear  gas  canisters  inside  crowded 
dormitories!  Overhead,  military  helicop- 
ters bombed  the  campus  with  tear  gas. 
When  a number  of  police  were  them- 
selves overcome  by  the  fumes,  the 
authorities  equipped  dozens  of  state 
troopers  with  stun  guns.  A curfew  was 
slapped  on.  Police  forcibly  dispersed  any 
groups  larger  than  two  (!)  on  campus. 
Women  at  Spelman  College  were  locked 
down  in  their  rooms  like  prisoners. 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  fired  off  a 
telegram  to  Mayor  Maynard  Jackson: 
“The  maelstrom  of  police  violence  at 
Atlanta  University  against  black  stu- 


dents is  a national  outrage....  Scores 
are  injured  and  many  languish  in 
jail.  We  demand:  Drop  the  charges 
against  the  Atlanta  protesters!  Cops  off 
campus — Now!" 

Waving  their  civil  rights  credentials 
in  one  hand,  the  city  fathers  lectured 
the  students  on  “nonviolence,"  and  with 
the  other  hand  they  ordered  a violent 
cop  siege  of  the  campus.  Having  long 
ago  sold  their  souls  to  the  Democratic 
Party,  these  miserable  "leaders”  played 
their  appointed  role  as  the  black  over- 
seers on  George  Herbert  Walker  Bush’s 
plantation. 

The  Atlanta  Constitution  moaned  that 
students  no  longer  heed  “the  voices  of 
the  civil  rights  establishment,"  but  are 
tuned  into  rap  music  with  its  "uncom- 
promising eye  on  social,  economic  and 
political  injustices."  Maynard  Jackson 
lamented  that  this  generation  of  youth 
are  not  steeped  in  “King’s  philosophy  of 
nonviolence."  It  could  not  be  clearer  that 
what  this  politically  bankrupt  layer  of 
elected  officials  mean  by  "nonviolence” 
is  submission. 

Thirty  years  ago,  establishment 
politicians  and  the  media  demonized 


Malcolm  X for  speaking  out  for  black 
self-defense  in  counterposition  to  Mar- 
tin Luther  King’s  tum-the-other-cheek 
pacifism.  Against  charges  of  “incit- 
ing violence,”  Malcolm  wrote  in  his 
Autobiography : 

“It  takes  no  one  to  stir  up  the  socio- 
logical dynamite  that  stems  from  the 
unemployment,  bad  housing,  and  in- 
ferior education  already  in  the  ghet- 
toes.  This  explosively  criminal  con- 
dition has  existed  for  so  long,  it  needs 
no  fuse;  it  fuses  itself;  it  spontaneously 
combusts  from  within  itself. ... 

"I  believe  it’s  a crime  for  anyone  who 
is  being  brutalized  to  continue  to  accept 
that  brutality  without  doing  some- 
thing to  defend  himself.  If  that's  how 
Christian’  philosophy  is  interpreted, 
if  that’s  what  Gandhian  philosophy 
teaches,  well  then,  I will  call  them 
criminal  philosophies." 

While  many  Atlanta  students  have 
rejected  the  “criminal  philosophies" 
shoved  down  their  throats  by  the  city 
fathers,  there  are  still  plenty  of  illusions 
in  petty-bourgeois  black  nationalism,  the 
utopian  belief  that  establishing  a sepa- 
rate black  economic  community  can  take 
the  racism  out  of  capitalism.  In  the  after- 


math of  the  cop  siege,  a group  called 
“Students  for  African  American  Empow- 
erment" designed  an  insignia  for  "black- 
owned  businesses"  so  you  could  know 
at  a glance  which  stores  to  patronize, 
boycott  or  trash. 

Justified  anger  against  police  violence 
and  the  whole  racist  system  is  being  mis- 
directed by  the  would-be  “talented  tenth" 
into  schemes  for  "black  capitalism"  and 
base  bigotry,  especially  against  Asian 
merchants.  Atlanta  is  already  the  citadel 
of  “black  empowerment"  in  racist  Amer- 
ica. What  that  means  under  capitalism 
is  that  a small  layer  of  self-satisfied 
black  businessmen  and  political  hustlers 
lord  it  over  the  masses  of  black  people 
who  suffer  under  desperate  economic 
conditions. 

Real  power  will  come  when  we  link 
up  with  the  power  of  the  organized, 
integrated  working  class  in  an  uncom- 
promising fight  against  the  capitalist 
system  that  keeps  black  people  forcibly 
segregated  at  the  bottom  of  the  economy 
and  subjected  to  all  forms  of  racial 
oppression.  Black  liberation  through 
socialist  revolution!  m 
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Join  the  Labor  Black  Leagues! 


The  Labor  Black  Leagues  stand  for  mobilizing 
minorities  and  working  people  in  militant  integrated 
struggle  against  the  brutal  system  of  racist  capitalist 
oppression.  The  LBLs  are  fraternally  allied  to  the 
Spartacist  League,  and  are  part  of  the  revolutionary 
movement  of  the  workers  and  oppressed  against  the 
bosses  and  for  socialism. 


For  more  information  write  


ATLANTA 

Labor  Black  League 
for  Social  Defense 
Box  16921 
Atlanta,  GA  30321 


NEW  YORK 

Labor  Black  League 
for  Social  Defense 
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WORKBRS  VANGUARD 


Workers,  Blacks,  Latinos,  Asians- 
Organize  to  Sweep  Away  this  Rotten  Racist  System! 


Outrage  Over  Racist  Acquittal 
of  Cops  in  Rodney  King  Case 


Chlnn/SF  Examiner 


As  outrage  swept  the  West  Coast  after  the  verdict  in  the  Rodney  King  case, 
a San  Francisco  protester  is  seized  by  the  cops. 


MAY  3 — Even  as  the  first  flames  leapt 
into  the  sky  over  Los  Angeles,  accumu- 
lated seething  anger  erupted  in  cities 
across  the  country  as  word  of  the  racist 
verdict  spread.  As  L.A.  burned,  turmoil 
spread  coast  to  coast.  While  paramilitary 
cops.  National  Guard  and  U S.  troops 
occupied  South  Central  L.A.,  a state  of 
emergency  was  clamped  on  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Atlanta,  the  National  Guard 
was  called  in  to  Las  Vegas,  and  curfews 
were  imposed  in  half  a dozen  cities  from 
Berkeley  to  Atlanta.  In  every  city  which 
erupted  in  indignation  over  this  verdict, 
bitter  memories  were  stirred  of  the  many 
other  victims  of  rampaging  cop  terror. 

The  searing  image  of  a lynch  mob  in 
blue  uniforms  sadistically,  methodically, 
repetitively  torturing  a black  man  lying 
helpless  on  the  ground  became  the  sym- 
bol of  racist  police  brutality  in  America. 
Now  the  verdict  broadcast  to  the  world 
what  black  people  already  know  well: 
there  is  no  justice  in  the  racist  capitalist 
courts.  'They’ve  been  killing  us.  stomp- 
ing us,  slapping  us  for  years,”  bitterly 
remarked  a street  gang  member  in  L.A. 
“And  when  we  get  ’em  on  tape,  they  get 
found  not  guilty  in  a system  that  doesn’t 
count  for  us,"  added  another. 

“This  says  it’s  open  season  on  black 
people,”  said  Jody  Earl,  a black 
Angeleno,  33.  Ron  Boyle,  40,  added, 
“The  justice  system  doesn’t  work  in 
America”  ( San  Francisco  Examiner,  1 
May).  This  conspicuously  interracial 


outburst  against  the  oppressive  cops  and 
courts  spread  so  dramatically  because  of 
years  of  grinding  poverty  and  social  con- 
ditions oppressing  Latinos  and  many 


whites  as  well  as  blacks.  Polls  show  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion disagreed  with  the  verdict  absolving 
the  cops  who  beat  Rodney  King.  One 


reported  that  even  47  percent  of  whites 
think  the  rioting  is  “understandable." 

The  racist  media,  while  playing  over 
and  over  pictures  of  the  vicious  beating 
of  a white  truck  driver,  hesitated  in  vil- 
ifying the  desperate  crowds  that  took  to 
the  streets.  They  whine  that  “there  are 
better  ways”  to  protest,  but  it’s  obvious 
that  the  wave  of  unrest  has  at  least 
focused  world  attention  on  the  griev- 
ances of  black  America.  As  demon- 
strators from  Berlin  to  New  Delhi 
solidarized  with  the  explosion  of  rage  in 
Los  Angeles,  and  racist  rulers  from  Japan 
to  South  Africa  scoffed  at  Washington's 
pretensions  to  world  “leadership,"  Bush 
& Co.  worry  that  their  "New  World 
Order”  could  go  up  in  smoke.  America's 
rulers  know  they  are  guilty,  and  they'  re 
nervous  as  hell — as  well  they  should  be. 

The  malicious  California  governor 
Pete  Wilson — who  wants  to  starve  wel- 
fare mothers  and  just  ordered  the  first 
execution  in  the  state  in  25  years — called 
out  the  National  Guard,  at  the  behest  of 
black  Democratic  mayor  Bradley.  And 
the  haughty  imperial  president  George 
Bush  got  on  TV  with  a “get  tough" 
speech  announcing  that  U.S.  troops  were 
being  deployed.  Armored  personnel  car- 
riers rolled  into  South  Central.  It  was 
the  Seventh  Infantry  from  Fort  Ord, 
which  carried  out  the  invasion  of  Pan- 
ama, Marines  from  the  Gulf  War,  SWAT 
kill  squads  made  up  of  FBI,  federal 
continued  on  page  8 


There  Is  No  Justice  in  the  Capitalist  Courts! 


L.A.  Racist  Cops  Walk 


The  following  is  adapted  from  a state- 
ment by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
issued  on  April  30. 

The  videotape  of  Los  Angeles  cops 
viciously  pummeling  black  motorist 
Rodney  King  sparked  a wave  of  outrage 
in  L.A.  and  across  the  country.  The  ama- 
teur video  caught  the  cops  in  their  rou- 
tine practice  of  terrorizing  blacks  and 
other  minorities.  Now  the  despicable 
verdict  by  a no-blacks-allowed  Simi  Val- 
ley jury  acquitting  the  would-be  killers 
is  a green  light  for  racist  terror — from 
skinheads  and  KKKers  to  big-city  and 
small-town  cops  across  the  country. 

Moving  the  trial  out  of  L.A.  to  virtu- 
ally all-white  Simi  Valley — where  active 
cops  and  their  families  outnumber  the 
black  population — was  a sure  way  the 
racist  capitalist  state  could  come  up  with 
a not-guilty  verdict.  The  jury  watched 


the  same  videotape  the  whole  world 
saw — they  saw  over  and  over  again  how 
Rodney  King  was  stunned  by  Tasers, 
repeatedly  beaten  and  kicked  as  he  lay 
helpless  on  the  ground.  But  it  didn’t  mat- 
ter. The  judge  instructed  the  jury  to  see 
the  videotape  "through  the  cops'  eyes" 
and  that’s  what  they  did. 

Now  the  rage  and  explosion  over  this 
hideous  injustice  will  be  used  to  jus- 
tify more  repression  and  more  cop  vio- 
lence in  the  name  of  white  racist  "law 
and  order."  Already  the  National  Guard 
has  been  placed  in  readiness  to  im- 
pose martial  law.  A state  of  emergency 
has  been  declared  and  a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew  imposed.  We  say:  cops  and 
National  Guard,  army  of  occupation — 
out  of  the  ghettos  and  barrios! 

This  racist  verdict  was  a provocation 
continued  on  page  9 


Oykes/L  A.  Times 


Mass  arrests  of  suspected  looters:  Free  all  the  victims  of  the  racist 
dragnet!  Stop  the  migra  raids! 


Cops,  Troops,  Migra  Out  of  the  Ghettos  and  Barrios! 
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This  petition  is  being  circulated  in  the  Bay  Area  by  a militant  black  socialist. 


Outrage... 

(continued  from  page  7) 
marshals  and  Border  Patrol.  Now  this 
army  of  occupation  of  30,000  heavily 
armed  troops  aims  its  bayonets  at  blacks. 
Latinos  and  Asians  at  home. 

In  the  face  of  the  police-state  occupa- 
tion of  black  and  Latino  L.A.  it  is 
necessary  to  mobilize  the  power  of  the 
integrated  union  movement.  Hours  after 
the  cops  moved  in.  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  issued  a leaflet  (see  page  1) 
demanding  that  the  major  unions  includ- 
ing longshore,  aerospace  and  city  work- 
ers must  organize  work  stoppages  and 
mass  mobilizations  to  solidarize  with  and 
defend  the  ghettos  and  barrios  now  lit- 
erally under  the  gun.  We  demand:  Cops, 
troops  out  of  the  ghettos  and  barrios! 

After  three  days  in  L.A.,  the  death  toll 
exceeded  that  of  the  1965  Watts  riots 
and  even  that  of  Detroit  in  1967:  it  cur- 
rently stands  at  49  dead,  of  whom  at 
least  17  are  black.  15  are  Hispanic,  8 
white,  and  2 Asian.  The  police  and  press 
are  covering  up  the  numbers  of  victims 
of  the  cops.  As  CNN  reporter  Charles 
Zewe  reported  from  the  scene,  of  the  dead 
"most  of  those  who  died  were  black,  most 
of  those  who  died  were  shot  in  confron- 
tations with  police."  There  were  1,765 
reported  injuries  and  6,345  arrests. 

L.A.  is  “seething  with  a kind  of  rage 
I’ve  never  seen,"  said  Zewe.  A 52-year- 
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Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  on  Death  Row  in 
Pennsylvania  because  this  crusading 
black  radio  journalist,  known  as  the 
“voice  of  the  voiceless,”  earned  the 
enmity  of  Philadelphia  rulers  and  cops 
for  his  outspoken  defense  of  black 
radicals  against  racist  repression.  The 
fight  to  save  Jamal  has  become  a rally- 
ing cry  for  death  penalty  abolitionists 
around  the  world. 


old  black  man  remarked,  “Martin  Luther 
King  was  a waste.  His  methods  have 
changed  nothing.”  Black  people  are 
being  pushed  beyond  the  limit,  terrorized 
by  cops  and  courts,  driven  out  of  the 
industrial  workforce,  denied  decent  edu- 
cation and  housing.  U.S.  capitalism  has 
no  use  for  a whole  generation  of  black 
ghetto  youth  who  were  once  kept  on  the 
bench  as  a "reserve  army  of  labor.”  Now 
all  that  awaits  them  is  death — slow  death 
from  epidemics  of  disease,  malnutrition 
and  drugs,  or  fast,  in  the  gas  chamber 
or  gunned  down  on  the  streets.  On 
points,  the  U.S.  is  now  worse  than  South 
Africa,  where  they  just  sentenced  a white 


cop  to  hang  for  ordering  a 1 988  massacre 
of  eleven  black  people,  but  the  death 
penalty  has  been  suspended  there. 

The  rage  of  the  inner  city  intersects 
widespread  frustration  and  disgust 
extending  throughout  the  population. 
Particularly  in  this  election  year,  it  is 
self-evident  that  both  capitalist  parties 
arc  bankrupt.  Meanwhile,  the  abject 
betrayal  by  the  UAW  tops  of  even  the 
mainly  white,  middle-aged  Midwest  Cat- 
erpillar strikers  has  driven  home  the  need 
to  sweep  out  the  racist,  boughl-and-paid- 
for  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy. 

The  Rodney  King  verdict  has  illu- 
minated the  whole  system  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism,  built  on  a bedrock  of 
racist  oppression.  It  cannot  be  reformed, 
it  must  be  smashed.  The  question  is  how. 
The  situation  cries  out  for  revolutionary 
leadership,  to  organize  the  social  power 
of  labor  and  unite  behind  it  all  the 
oppressed  in  a struggle  for  state  power 
that  gets  rid  of  the  whole  rotten  racist 
capitalist  system  and  opens  the  road  for 
genuine  emancipation  for  all. 

King  Verdict  Lit  the  Match 

Day  after  day,  black  L.A.  watched  on 
TV  the  "trial"  of  four  of  the  more  than 
a dozen  racist  cops  involved  in  beating 
Rodney  King.  Once  the  case  had  been 
moved  out  of  L.A.  to  lily-white  Simi 
Valley,  a bedroom  suburb  for  cops  and 
home  of  the  "Ronald  Reagan  Memorial 
Library,"  it  was  all  over.  In  Simi  Valley 
they  love  L.A.  police  chief  Daryl  Gates, 
the  Sultan  of  SWAT,  who  earned  his 
spurs  as  an  LAPD  commander  in  Watts 
in  ’65  and  defended  his  killer  cops  by 
“explaining"  that  blacks  just  die  more 
often  than  "normal  people"  from  the 
choke  hold.  For  anyone  trying  to  get  a 
conviction  of  the  cops  (which  the  pros- 
ecution wasn’t),  this  was  "the  jury  from 
hell,"  as  one  commentator  put  it.  As  his 
aunt,  Angela  King,  said  on  TV:  “Rodney 
King  is  out  there  on  that  ground  begging 
for  his  life,  and  I’m  sure  those  jurors 
saw  that  videotape  1,000  times  and  felt 
no  remorse." 

In  contrast  to  Simi  Valley,  South  Cen- 
tral is  95  percent  non-white,  equally 
black  and  Latino,  "a  flat  plain  of  poverty 
and  high  unemployment"  (San  Fran- 
cisco Chronicle,  1 May).  A decade  ago. 
ten  of  the  twelve  largest  non-aerospace 
factories  in  the  area  were  shut  down,  dec- 
imating the  unionized  black  workforce. 
Between  1973  and  1986,  the  average 
yearly  income  of  black  high  school 
graduates  in  Los  Angeles  declined  by 
44  percent,  while  Latino  earnings  fell 
35  percent.  This  is  the  tinderbox  in 
which  the  racist  verdict  in  the  “Rodney 
King  trial"  lit  the  match.  One  effect  of 
the  rioting  was  to  bring  together  the 
warring  black  and  Latino  street  gangs 
against  the  cops.  Graffiti  on  one  wall 
read,  "Crips  Bloods  Mexicans  together 
forever  tonite  4/30/92.” 

The  ghetto  explosion  exacerbated  ten- 
sions between  black  residents  and 
Korean  merchants  (as  well  as  the  com- 
munity of  Koreatown  just  north  of  South 
Central).  When  Jewish  shopowners  left 
after  the  '65  Watts  riots,  the  Koreans 
moved  in — and  became  a lightning  rod 


for  plebeian  resentments.  This  was  crys- 
tallized by  the  killing  of  black  teenager 
Latasha  Harlins  last  March,  shot  in  the 
back  of  the  head  by  a Korean  store 
owner.  Now,  caught  in  a vise,  Korean 
merchants  responded  to  the  looting  with 
murderous  gunfire,  while  thousands  of 
Koreans  then  marched  with  desperate 
appeals  for  “peace  and  justice.”  The  rac- 
ist hostility  against  Koreans,  whipped  up 
by  black  nationalist  demagogues  and 
aspiring  black  businessmen  who  want  to 
exploit  "their"  market,  is  a poisonous 
diversion  from  the  real  enemy  of  the 
black  masses.  Most  West  Coast  Asians 
are  among  the  most  miserably  exploited 
people  around. 

While  the  bourgeoisie  fumed  about  the 
"criminality"  of  looters  trucking  away 
goods  from  broken  store  windows,  by 
all  indications  this  was  a thoroughly 
integrated  affair  of  downtrodden  and 
impoverished  people.  This  is  indeed 
understandable,  but  won't  do  anything 
to  eliminate  the  entrenched  poverty  of 
America’s  inner  cities.  As  we  wrote  at 
the  time  of  the  1960s  ghetto  explosions: 
"For  the  last  three  summers  ghettos 
across  the  country  have  been  rocked 
by  elemental,  spontaneous,  non-political 
upheavals  against  the  prevailing  property 
relations  and  against  the  forces  of  the 
state  which  protect  these  relations.  In  no 
case  have  they  been  genuine  race  riots. 
The  risings  have  usually  been  provoked 
by  the  police,  in  the  course  of  ‘normal' 
brutalities  (Watts  1965)  or  in  an  effort 
to  crush  a movement  which  is  exceeding 
the  bounds  set  for  it  by  bourgeois  society 
(Harlem  1964).  As  the  struggle  against 
the  police  expands,  the  black  street- 
fighters  turn  on  the  merchants  and  shop- 
keepers, the  visible  representatives  of 
the  oppressive  class  society,  and  smash 
whatever  cannot  be  carried  off.  Yet 
despite  the  vast  energies  expended  and 
the  casualties  suffered,  these  outbreaks 
have  changed  nothing.  This  is  a reflec- 
tion of  the  urgent  need  for  organizations 
of  real  struggle,  which  can  organize  and 
direct  these  energies  toward  conscious 
political  objectives.  It  is  the  duty  of  a 
revolutionary  organization  to  intervene 
where  possible  to  give  these  outbursts 
political  direction." 

— "Black  and  Red — Class 
Struggle  Road  to  Negro 
Freedom."  Spartacist 
Supplement,  May-June  1967 

The  point  is  not  to  seize  articles  of  con- 
sumption but  to  expropriate  the  means 
of  production.  And  that  takes  a leap  in 
consciousness  and  organization  to  do 
away  with  the  capitalist  order. 

Riots  are  an  expression  of  despair, 
often  including  ugly  incidents  of  indis- 
criminate attacks  on  individuals  who 
happen  to  find  themselves  at  the  wrong 
place.  In  the  ’60s,  ghetto  uprisings  were 
the  product  of  the  failure  of  the  civil 
rights  movement  to  make  a dent  in  the 
racist  conditions  in  the  urban  centers  of 
the  North.  To  do  so  meant  going  up 
directly  against  the  Democratic  Party — 
to  which  the  liberal  preachers  like  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  were  beholden — and 
attacking  the  capitalist  economic  under- 
pinnings of  black  superexploitation  and 
discrimination.  While  avowed  revolu- 
tionary nationalists  like  the  Black  Pan- 
ther Party  were  active  in  the  ghettos  at 
that  time,  today  what  is  most  striking  is 
the  utter  vacuum  of  black  leadership. 

There’s  a sense  among  many  blacks 


that  they  won’t  get  anything  until  they 
bum  the  place  down.  But  as  many  have 
pointed  out.  after  the  ’67  riots  that  dev- 
astated black  Detroit,  it  was  never  built 
up  again.  But  the  deeper  truth  is  that 
Detroit  turned  into  a ghost  town  because 
the  auto  bosses  looted  the  industry  and 
closed  down  plant  after  plant.  It’s  the 
capitalists  who  have  destroyed  the 
wealth  of  this  country  built  up  by  the 
sweat  of  the  workers.  It’s  not  who’s  in 
the  White  House  but  the  inexorable 
workings  of  an  irrational  system. 

For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

A program  for  black  emancipation 
must  start  with  the  knowledge  that  the 
whole  system  of  racist  capitalist  oppres- 
sion has  got  to  be  brought  down.  In  the 
'60s  this  was  taken  as  a given  by  militant 
radical  leaders,  like  Malcolm  X and  the 
Panthers,  but  many  were  gunned  down 
by  the  FBI’s  murderous  COINTELPRO 
or  thrown  behind  bars,  while  more  oppor- 
tunist elements  joined  the  Democratic 
Party.  But  even  the  best  of  these  militant 
Fighters  failed  to  understand  that  the  only 
social  force  that  could  eliminate  this  rac- 
ist system  is  the  integrated  working  class. 

To  change  the  consciousness  of  frus- 
trated black  youth,  in  the  first  instance 
what  is  required  is  a powerful  struggle 
for  jobs.  This  is  not  a matter  of  going 
hat  in  hand  to  lobby  (beg)  Congress,  but 
of  mobilizing  the  organized  labor  move- 
ment in  militant  struggle  for  a shorter 
workweek  at  no  loss  in  pay,  for  union 
hiring  halls  with  union-run  job  training 
and  skills  upgrading  programs  to  enroll 
minority  youth.  In  sweatshop  havens  like 
L.A.,  organizing  the  unorganized  can 
greatly  reduce  the  rampant  poverty. 

The  power  of  labor,  breaking  with  the 
tame  trade-union  bureaucrats,  must  be 
brought  to  bear  in  the  fight  for  black 
emancipation,  acting  as  a champion  of 
all  the  oppressed.  For  mass  organized 
labor/black  defense  against  racist  ter- 
ror— gun  control  kills  blacks!  And  the 
working  people  must  be  mobilized  polit- 
ically to  defend  their  class  interests.  As 
Spartacist  League  spokesman  Don  Alex- 
ander said  at  a May  2 Bay  Area  SL  edu- 
cational conference.  “From  black  Dem- 
ocratic Party  mayor  Tom  Bradley  to  Jesse 
Jackson  and  Bill  Clinton  and  Willie 
Brown  and  Ron  Dellums,  the  capitalist 
ruling  class  and  their  political  repre- 
sentatives are  united  in  defense  of  white 
racist  ‘law  and  order’  and  in  suppressing 
with  cops  and  troops  the  burning  rage 
of  the  masses."  "Workers  revolution... 
that's  when  we’ll  get  our  justice!” 

This  generation  has  grown  up  without 
seeing  mass  social  struggle,  so  many 
don’t  see  where  the  power  will  come 
from  to  accomplish  this.  There  is  a basis 
for  multiracial  unity  in  this  country,  but 
it  can  never  be  on  the  basis  of  "reforming” 
a status  quo  which  forcibly  keeps  one 
race  on  the  bottom.  Not  empty  appeals 
for  “brotherhood"  but  the  fight  to  smash 
capitalist  exploitation  and  oppression  can 
bring  the  working  people  of  all  races 
together.  The  key  factor  in  that  struggle 
is  the  building  of  a multiracial  workers 
party  on  a revolutionary  program.  ■ 
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American  Trotskyist  Murdered  in  Moscow 

Worldwide  Protests  Demand 
Serious  Investigation 


Protest  pickets  were  held  in  a dozen  cities  around 
the  world  on  April  29  and  30  demanding  a serious 
and  energetic  investigation  of  the  murder  of  Martha 
Phillips,  an  American  Trotskyist  murdered  in  Moscow. 
Phillips,  43,  was  the  leading  spokesman  in  the  Soviet 
Union  of  the  International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist).  She  was  found  brutally  strangled  and 
stabbed  on  the  morning  of  February  9,  just  hours 
before  a major  demonstration  against  the  starvation 
policies  of  the  Russian  regime  of  Boris  Yeltsin.  Yet 
12  weeks  later,  Moscow  authorities  show  no  progress 
in  tracking  down  those  guilty  of  this  abominable 
crime. 

The  demonstrations  were  called  in  response  to  an 
appeal  by  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.  and  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  ICL.  Held  on 
the  eve  of  May  Day,  the  international  workers  holiday, 
they  also  denounced  the  drive  to  impose  capitalism 
on  the  Soviet  peoples.  Seventy  protesters  outside  the 
Russian  consulate  in  New  York  City  chanted,  “Yeltsin 
is  tool  of  Wall  Street  rule!”  and  “Free  market  misery, 
we  say  nyet — Power  to  workers  soviets!”  Signs  in 
Russian  and  English  demanded,  “No  more  stalling! 
Full  investigation  of  the  murder  of  Martha  Phillips!" 

Martha  Phillips  lived  and  worked  in  the  S.F.  Bay 
Area  for  nearly  20  years,  where  she  was  actively 
involved  in  the  antiwar,  civil  rights  and  labor  move- 
ments. In  1983,  she  ran  as  Spartacist  candidate  for 
Oakland  City  Council  on  the  program  “You  Can't 
Fight  Reagan  with  Democrats — For  Mass  Strike 
Action  to  Bring  Down  Reagan.”  She  was  a founder 
of  the  Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense,  which  grew  out  of  her  election  campaign. 

Pickets  were  also  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Ottawa, 
Sydney,  Warsaw,  Rome,  Milan,  Berlin,  Hamburg. 
Paris  and  London.  In  Tokyo,  despite  a ban  on  dem- 
onstrations and  a heavy  presence  of  riot  police,  the 
Spartacist  Group  Japan  delivered  a statement  to  the 


Russian  embassy.  Earlier  in  the  week,  when  a repre- 
sentative of  the  Lega  Trotskista  d'ltalia  brought  a 
packet  of  information  to  the  Russian  consulate  in 
Milan,  he  was  given  a seemingly  concerned  hearing 
until  he  mentioned  that  Martha  Phillips  was  Jewish, 
whereupon  the  vice  consul  launched  a stream  of  anti- 
Semitic  abuse.  Our  comrade  indignantly  walked  out. 

The  week  of  protests  began  with  a press  conference 
at  the  Leon  Trotsky  Museum  in  Coyoacdn  (Mexico 
City)  on  April  27,  the  house  where  the  Bolshevik 
leader  was  slain  by  a Stalinist  assassin  in  1940. 
Esteban  Volkov,  Trotsky’s  grandson,  declared:  “We 
wish  to  add  the  name  of  Martha  Phillips  to  the  long 
list  of  fallen  revolutionary  heros,  a list  that  is  headed 
by  the  great  revolutionary  and  Marxist  Leon  Trotsky, 
who  initiated  this  struggle  in  1923  when  the  whole 
process  began  of  betrayal  and  moving  away  from  the 
October  Revolution  which  today  is  reaching  its  final 
stage,  that  of  the  return  to  capitalism."  Volkov  added: 
"We  still  cannot  say  clearly  the  circumstances  in 
which  she  was  murdered,  but  there  are  many  elements 
which  suggest  that  it  was  a political  crime  of  reprisal 
against  the  Spartacist  group.  And  the  actions  of  the 
Russian  militia  leave  a lot  to  be  desired  and  raise 
many  doubts.” 


The  following  statement  was  received  from  former 
New  York  City  Council  president  Paul  O' Dwyer. 

An  American  Trotskyist  has  been  murdered  in  Mos- 
cow. This  fact  alone  demands  a serious  and  energetic 
investigation  by  the  Moscow  authorities.  Martha  Phil- 
lips was  a woman  who  devoted  her  life  to  fighting 
injustice  wherever  it  appeared.  A proud  member  of 
the  union  movement,  she  fought  the  encroachments 
of  industry  against  the  interests  of  labor.  A Jewish 


At  the  New  York  demonstration,  a spokesman  for 
the  SL/U.S.  noted  that  “Talking  of  'freedom'  and 
‘democracy,’  the  imperialists  want  to  impose  a society 
where  vicious  cops  can  brutally  beat  a black  man 
bloody  and  then  get  off  free,  as  just  occurred  in  Los 
Angeles.  We  are  doing  everything  in  our  power  to 
prevent  that.  We  dip  our  red  flags  in  honor  of  Martha 
Phillips,  and  we  raise  the  red  banner  of  revolution  in 
continuing  her  fight.” 


woman  and  socialist,  she  organized  on  behalf  of 
all  minority  groups  and  all  oppressed  people  against 
the  Nazis  and  Klan.  In  the  last  year  of  her  life,  in  a 
country  not  her  own,  she  struggled  on  behalf  of 
the  working  people  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  a time  of 
terrible  crisis.  I add  my  voice  and  support  to  those 
rallying  worldwide  in  memory  of  Martha  Phillips. 
This  heinous  murder  must  be  solved. 

April  30,  1992 


Paul  O’Dwyer:  “This  Heinous  Murder  Must  Be  Solved” 


Geronimo  (ji  Jaga)  Pratt,  America’s  foremost 
class-war  prisoner,  has  spent  over  20  years  in  the 
prison  hellholes  of  San  Quentin  and  Folsom  for  a 
crime  the  government  knows  he  didn’t  commit, 
because  their  own  phone  taps  showed  he  was  in 
Oakland  when  it  happened.  A former  leader  of 
the  L.A.  Black  Panthers,  he  survived  a 1969 
LAPD/SWAT  machine-gun  raid  on  Panther  head- 
quarters, only  to  be  framed  for  murder  as  part  of 
the  FBI’s  infamous  “Counter-Intelligence  Program" 
(COINTELPRO)  to  “neutralize”  radical  black 
leaders.  Freedom  now  for  Geronimo  Pratt! 


No  Justice... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

guaranteed  to  generate  desperate  outrage 
by  the  city’s  besieged  minority  popu- 
lation. The  point  is  not  to  seize  articles 
of  consumption  but  to  expropriate  the 
means  of  production.  That’s  a big  leap, 
representing  the  shift  in  consciousness 
from  that  of  outraged  poor  people  to  that 
of  conscious  and  organized  working 
people. 

This  country  today  “leads”  the  world 
in  the  percentage  of  its  population  incar- 
cerated by  its  "justice"  system,  exceed- 
ing even  apartheid  South  Africa.  Unable 
to  provide  jobs  and  homes  to  millions 
of  people,  this  country's  rulers  are  will- 
ing to  spend  ever  greater  sums  of  money 
to  lock  up  those  the  system  has  no 
use  for,  as  well  as  those  who  want  to 
fight  for  something  better.  The  only 
“growth  industry"  in  America  today  is 
construction  of  new  prisons,  where  the 
number  of  blacks  and  Latinos  behind 


Remember  Patrick  Mason.  The  five- 
year-old  black  child  was  blown  away 
in  his  own  home  in  1983  by  an  Orange 
County  cop  who  kicked  in  the  door 


and  shot  the  little  boy  with  a .357  mag- 
num from  a distance  of  3 feet. 


bars  is  vastly  disproportionate  to  their 
weight  in  the  population. 

This  is  life  in  the  “New  World  Order.” 
The  beating  of  Rodney  King  took  place 
just  days  after  the  U.S.  mass  murder  mis- 
sion in  Iraq,  prompting  Bush  to  declare, 
“The  kind  of  moral  force  and  national 
will  that  freed  Kuwait  City  from  abuse 
can  free  America’s  cities  from  crime.” 
Rodney  King  knows  well  the  immoral 
force  of  the  Los  Angeles  police,  as  does 
former  Black  Panther  leader  Geronimo 
ji  Jaga  (Pratt)  who  has  spent  over  20 
years  in  prison  framed  by  the  LAPD  and 
FBI,  and  the  families  of  the  28  victims 
killed  over  the  past  25  years  by  the 
Special  Investigations  Section  (LAPD’s 
secret  hit  squad).  This  is  what  black 
Democratic  mayor  Thomas  Bradley  calls 
"the  finest  large-city  department  in  the 
nation.” 

The  cops  and  courts  are  instruments 
of  racist  class  oppression.  This  is  how 
the  thugs  in  blue  “serve  and  protect” 
their  capitalist  masters,  not  just  in  L.A. 
but  in  the  inner  cities  across  the  country. 
When  not  terrorizing  the  ghettos  and  bar- 
rios they  are  out  busting  picket  lines, 
like  the  1990  cop  riot  against  striking 
Los  Angeles  janitors.  Wednesday’s  ver- 
dict is  a grotesque  reaffirmation  of 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Taney’s  decision 
in  the  Dred  Scott  case  135  years  ago  that 
blacks  "had  no  rights  which  the  white 


man  was  bound  to  respect.”  The  mes- 
sage written  in  blood  and  bruises  upon 
the  body  of  Rodney  King,  and  now 
buttressed  with  all  the  pomp  of  "due 
process.”  is  that  the  racist  cops  can  do 
anything  they  want  to  anybody  they  want 
anytime  they  want. 

Black  people  in  Los  Angeles  are 
increasingly  vulnerable — shoved  out  of 
the  labor  force,  they  are  pushed  back 
and  forced  to  survive  on  the  shrinking 
margins  of  the  dangerous  inner  cities. 
The  working  class  must  not  allow  the 
black  population  to  be  isolated — the 
powerful  L.A.  unions  such  as  longshore, 
aerospace  and  city  workers  should 
organize  work  stoppages  and  mass  mobi- 
lizations to  solidarize  with  and  defend 
the  black  community  as  the  LAPD  looks 
to  spill  more  blood  to  "celebrate”  their 
racist  victory  over  Rodney  King.  It  is 
a measure  of  the  craven  prostration  of 
the  pro-capitalist  union  “leaders”  in 
the  face  of  this  racist  crime  that  instead 
of  organizing  powerful  actions  against 
the  cops  who  torture  and  kill  black 
people,  who  arrest  strikers  and  protect 
scabs,  they  are  busy  whipping  up  anti- 
Japanese  protectionism  and  turning  out 
working-class  votes  for  the  Democratic 
politicians. 

There  is  no  justice  in  this  racist 
capitalist  country  for  Rodney  King,  for 
Patrick  Mason,  the  five-year-old  black 


child  shot  and  killed  inside  his  own 
apartment  by  a trigger-happy  Orange 
County  cop,  for  the  countless  victims  of 
cop  terror  nationwide.  Justice  will  come 
when  the  killer  cops  are  tried  by  tribu- 
nals of  their  intended  victims — when  the 
power  of  the  capitalist  class  and  of  their 
racist  hirelings  in  blue  is  smashed  by  a 
thoroughgoing  revolution  so  that  those 
who  labor  will  rule. 

Over  a century  ago  this  country  prom- 
ised freedom  to  its  black  citizens, 
200,000  of  whom  fought  in  the  Union 
Army  to  smash  the  slaveholders’  rule  in 
the  South.  But  that  promise  was  betrayed 
by  victorious  Northern  capitalism.  It  will 
take  a third  American  Revolution,  a rev- 
olution by  the  working  people  and  all 
the  oppressed,  to  win  black  liberation — 
in  a socialist  America. 

* * * 

For  more  information  about  the  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  and  our  program 
of  class-struggle  defense  contact  the 
PDC  at  PO.  Box  99,  Canal  St.  Sta.,  New 
York.  NY  10013,  (212)  406-4252.* 


/ \ 

Spartacist  League 
Public  Offices 

—MARXIST  LITERATURE— 

Bay  Area 

Thurs  5:30-8:00  p m.,  Sal.  1 :00-5;00  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor  (near  17th  Street) 
Oakland.  California  Phone:  (510)  839-0851 

Chicago 

Tues  5:00-9:00 p.m.,  Sat.  1 1 :00a.m. -2:00p.m. 

161  W Harrison  St.,  10th  Floor 

Chicago,  Illinois  Phone:  (312)  663-0715 

New  York  City 

Tues  6 30-9:00  p.m  , Sat  1 00-5:00  p.m. 

41  Warren  Si.  (one  block  below 
Chambers  St  near  Church  St.) 

New  York,  NY  Phone  (212)  267-1025 
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15  MAY  1992 


Policias  racistas  de  L.A.  absueltos 


iNo  hay  justicia  en 
los  tribunales  capitalistas! 


Publicamos  a continuacidn  una  ver- 
sion adaptada  de  la  deelaracidn  emi- 
tida  por  el  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
(Comitt  de  Defensa  Clasista)  el  30  de 
abril. 

El  video  de  los  policias  de  Los  Ange- 
les apaleando  salvajemente  al  automovi- 
lista  negro  Rodney  King  detond  una 
oleada  de  indignacidn  en  esa  ciudad  y 
en  todo  el  pais.  La  imagen  filmada  por 
un  vecino  muestra  a los  policias  en  su 
prdctica  rutinaria  de  aterrorizar  a los 
negros  y otras  minorfas.  Ahora,  el  vere- 
dicto infame  emitido  en  Simi  Valley  por 
un  jurado  del  cual  se  excluyd  a todo 
ciudadano  negro,  al  absolver  a esos 
matones  criminales  le  da  luz  verde  al 
terror  racista,  desde  los  cabezas  rapadas 
y el  Ku  Klux  Klan  hasta  la  policfa  de 
las  grandes  ciudades  y los  pueblos  del 
pais. 

Trasladar  el  juicio  de  Los  Angeles  a 
Simi  Valley — donde  casi  todo  el  mundo 
es  bianco,  y los  policias  activos  y sus 
familias  son  mds  numerosos  que  la 
poblacion  negra — era  asegurar  que  el 
estado  capitalist  racista  obtuviera  un 
veredicto  de  no  culpabilidad.  El  jurado 
observo  el  mismo  video  que  vio  todo  el 
mundo — vieron  como  una  y otra  vez 
Rodney  King  era  aturdido  con  picanas 
electricas,  era  golpeado  y pateado  repe- 
lidamente  mientras  yaci'a  indefenso  en 
el  suelo.  Pero  nada  de  ello  importo.  El 
juez  ordeno  al  jurado  que  observara  el 
video  "a  traves  de  los  ojos  de  los  poli- 
cias” y asf  lo  hizo. 

Ahora  el  estallido  de  indignacion  por 
esta  horrenda  injusticia  va  a ser  utilizada 
para  justificar  mas  represion  y mds  vio- 
lencia  polici'aca  en  nombre  de  “la  ley  y 
el  orden”  racistas.  Ya  se  ha  puesto  en 
estado  de  alerta  a la  Guardia  Nacional 
para  imponer  la  ley  marcial.  Se  ha 
declarado  un  estado  de  emergencia  y se 
ha  impuesto  el  toque  de  queda  de  atar- 
decer  a amanecer.  Nosotros  decimos: 
jPolicfa,  Guardia  Nacional,  ejdrcito  de 
ocupacidn — fuera  de  los  ghettos  y los 
barrios! 

Este  veredicto  racista  fue  una  provo- 
cacidn  que  no  pudo  sino  desatar  la 
indignacidn  desesperada  de  la  acosada 
poblacidn  minoritaria  de  la  ciudad.  De 
lo  que  se  trata  no  es  de  apoderarse  de 
artfculos  de  consumo  sino  de  expropiar 
los  medios  de  produccion;  lo  cual  re- 
presentaria  un  cambio  de  conciencia 
substancial:  de  la  de  desposefdos  indig- 
nados  a la  de  trabajadores  organizados 
y conscientes. 

Este  pai's  es  hoy  dfa  el  numero  uno  en 
el  mundo  en  cuanto  al  porcentaje  de  su 
poblacidn  encarcelada  por  su  sistema  de 
“justicia".  superando  incluso  a la  Sud- 
dfrica  del  apartheid.  Incapaces  de  ofrecer 
empleos  y techo  a millones  de  personas, 
los  gobemantes  de  este  pais  estan  dis- 


puestos  a gastar  sumas  cada  vez  ma- 
yores  de  dinero  para  encarcelar  a todos 
aquellos  que  el  sistema  considera  super- 
fluos,  y a quienes  desean  luchar  por 
algo  mejor.  La  unica  "industria  en 
aumento"  actualmente  en  EE.UU.  es  la 
construccidn  de  cdrceles  nuevas,  donde 
el  numero  de  negros  y latinos  tras  las 
rejas  supera  enormemente  a su  por- 
centaje en  la  poblaci6n. 

Asf  es  la  vida  bajo  el  "Nuevo  Orden 


Mundial”.  La  golpiza  a Rodney  King 
ocurrio  pocos  dfas  despues  de  la  masacre 
que  EE.UU.  perpetrd  en  Irak,  motivando 
la  deelaracidn  de  Bush  de  que:  “La  clase 
de  fuerza  moral  y voluntad  nacional  que 
liberd  del  abuso  a Ciudad  Kuwait  puede 
liberar  a las  ciudades  norteamericanas 
del  crimen.”  Rodney  King  conoce  bien 
la  fuerza  inmoral  de  la  policfa  de  Los 
Angeles,  como  la  conoce  el  antiguo  lfder 
de  los  Panteras  Negras,  Geronimo  ji  jaga 
(Pratt),  quien  ha  pasado  mas  de  20  anos 
en  prision  bajo  falsas  acusaciones  de  la 
LAPD  y el  FBI,  como  tambidn  la  cono- 
cen  las  familias  de  las  28  vfetimas 
asesinadas  durante  los  ultimos  25  anos 
por  la  Seccion  de  Investigaciones  Espe- 
ciales  (el  escuadron  de  la  muerte  secreto 
de  la  policfa  de  Los  Angeles).  A este 
se  refiere  el  alcalde  demderata  negro 
Thomas  Bradley  como  "el  mejor  depar- 
tamento  de  policfa  de  una  ciudad  grande 
en  la  nacidn.” 

La  policfa  y los  tribunales  son 
instrumentos  de  la  opresidn  racista  de 
clase.  Asf  es  como  los  matones  en  azul 


“sirven  y protegen"  a sus  amos  capita- 
listas no  solamente  en  Los  Angeles  sino 
en  todas  las  ciudades  del  pafs.  Cuando 
no  andan  aterrorizando  los  ghettos  y los 
barrios,  estdn  atacando  piquetes  de  huel- 
gas,  como  el  asalto  contra  los  janitors 
(conserjes)  en  huelga  en  Los  Angeles  en 
1990.  El  veredicto  del  midrcoles  es  una 
reafirmacidn  grotesca  de  la  decisidn  del 
juez  Taney  de  la  Corte  Suprema  en  el 
caso  de  Dred  Scott  hace  135  anos,  segun 


el  cual  los  negros  "no  tenfan  derechos 
que  el  hombre  bianco  estuviera  obligado 
a respetar."  El  mensaje  escrito  con 
moretones  y sangre  sobre  el  cuerpo  de 
Rodney  King,  y ahora  reforzado  con  toda 
la  pompa  del  “proceso  legal",  es  que  la 
policfa  racista  puede  hacer  lo  que  le  da 
la  gana,  a quien  le  da  la  gana  y cuando 
le  da  la  gana. 

La  poblacion  negra  de  Los  Angeles  es 
cada  vez  mas  vulnerable — marginada  de 
la  fuerza  laboral,  echada  atrds  y obligada 
a sobrevivir  en  los  margenes  cada  vez 
mds  miserables  de  los  peligrosos  ghettos 
en  las  grandes  ciudades.  La  clase  obrera 
no  debe  permitir  que  la  poblacion  negra 
se  quede  aislada — los  poderosos  sindi- 
catos  de  Los  Angeles  como  el  de  los  esti- 
badores.  el  de  la  industria  aeroespacial 
y los  trabajadores  municipals  deben 
organizar  paws  laborales  y moviliza- 
ciones  masivas  para  solidarizarse  con  la 
comunidad  negra  y defenderla  ahora 
cuando  la  LAPD  busca  derramar  mds 
sangre  para  “celebrar”  su  victoria  racista 
sobre  Rodney  King.  Una  medida  de  la 


postraci6n  abyecta  de  los  lfderes  sin- 
dicales  procapitalistas  ante  este  crimen 
racista  es  el  hecho  de  que  en  lugar  de 
organizar  poderosas  acciones  contra  la 
policfa  que  tortura  y asesina  negros.  que 
arresta  a huelguistas  y protege  a los 
esquiroles,  se  dedican  a azuzar  el  pro- 
teccionismo  antijaponds  y acarrear  votos 
de  los  trabajadores  para  los  politicos 
democratas. 

No  hay  justicia  en  este  pafs  capitalista 


racista  para  Rodney  King,  ni  para  Patrick 
Mason — el  nino  negro  de  cinco  anos 
matado  a balazos  dentro  de  su  propia 
casa  por  un  policfa  de  Orange  County 
sediento  de  sangre — ni  para  las  incon- 
tables  vfetimas  del  terror  policfaco  en 
toda  la  naci6n.  Habra  justicia  cuando 
los  policias  asesinos  sean  juzgados 
por  tribunales  de  los  que  serfan  victi- 
mizados — cuando  el  poder  de  la  clase 
capitalista  y de  sus  matones  a sueldo 
uniformados  sea  aplastado  por  una  pro- 
funda revolucion,  para  que  los  que 
trabajan  sean  los  que  manden. 

Hace  mas  de  un  siglo  este  pafs 
prometio  libertad  a sus  ciudadanos 
negros,  200.000  de  los  cuales  pelearon 
en  el  ejercito  de  la  Union  para  aplastar 
el  dominio  de  los  esclavistas  en  el  sur. 
Pero  esa  promesa  fue  traicionada  por 
los  capitalistas  nortenos  victoriosos.  Se 
necesitara  una  tercera  revolucion  en  este 
pafs,  una  revolucidn  por  los  obreros  y 
los  oprimidos.  para  lograr  la  liberacion 
de  los  negros — en  una  Norteamerica 
socialista.  ■ 


AP 


Video  George  Holliday 


El  video  que  asustb  al  mundo:  una  docena  de  policias  racistas  golpean  a Rodney  King  (derecha,  hablando  a la  prensa 
despuds  del  veredicto). 


Obreros,  negros,  latinos,  asiaticos: 
iOrganicemonos  para  barrer  este  podrido  sistema  racista! 


Alps/Santa  Monica  Outlook  Foto  WV 


iMovilizar  al  movimiento  sindical  en  defensa  de  los  negros,  latinos  y asidticos!  Combativos  janitors  se  enfrentaron 
a policias,  ganaron  reconocimiento  de  su  sindicato,  junio  de  1990  (izquierda).  Almacenistas  del  ILWU  protestan  contra 
eliminacibn  de  sus  puestos,  febrero  de  1992  (derecha). 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Demonstrations  from  coast  to  coast  expressed  outrage  over  acquittal  of  racist  cops  who  beat  Rodney  King.  Left:  Parker  Center  in  downtown  L.A.  the  night 
the  verdict  was  announced.  Right:  Times  Square,  New  York  City,  May  1. 


L.A.  Upheaval... 

(continued  from  page  1) 
come  in.  With  the  pictures  of  L.A.  burn- 
ing fresh  in  their  minds,  white  property 
owners  were  worried  that  blacks  were 
rising  up  to  demand  justice,  and  con- 
vinced that  "they’re  coming  to  get  us.” 
As  protesters  gathered  in  Times  Square 
that  afternoon,  they  were  surrounded  by 
hundreds  of  riot  cops,  who  provocatively 
and  repetitively  broke  into  their  line  of 
march  as  demonstrators  headed  down- 
town. It  was  later  reported  that  on  the 
Police  Citywide-One  radio  band,  for  a 
period  of  minutes  a voice  repeated: 
"Shoot  them.  This  is  a direct  order.  Shoot 
them”  ( Newsday , 6 May). 

And  in  L.A.,  driving  through  down- 
town when  a demonstration  is  antici- 
pated is  like  being  in  Guatemala  City, 
with  armored  vehicles  and  M-16-toting 
cops  and  troops  everywhere.  On  Satur- 
day, May  9 a small  group  of  leftist  pro- 
testers was  surrounded  by  an  army  of 
police.  The  day  before,  cops  charged  into 
Korean  students  protesting  the  racist 
verdict  and  demanding  aid  to  rebuild 
burned-out  stores. 

The  Los  Angeles  riot  was  the  largest 
in  the  U.S.  in  this  century,  and  state 
repression  was  the  bloodiest.  At  press 
time,  the  death  toll  was  58,  injuries 
2,383,  arrests  16,291.  Little  reported  is 
the  fact  that  hundreds  of  Border  Patrol 
cops  and  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  agents  have  been  brought  in  to 
round  up  undocumented  workers  for 
deportation.  The  dreaded  sea-green  vans 
of  la  migra  are  cruising  the  Mexican  and 
Central  American  neighborhoods.  Be- 
tween a third  and  a half  of  those  arrested 
were  Latinos,  and  more  than  2,000  "ille- 
gals” have  been  rounded  up,  mostly  in 
curfew  sweeps  and  raids.  In  the  past. 
L.A.  has  ordered  its  police  not  to  coop- 
erate with  the  INS,  but  now  a reported 


500  of  those  arrested  have  already  been 
turned  over  for  deportation  back  to 
El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Honduras  and 
Mexico. 

Meanwhile,  police  in  Los  Angeles  are 
going  on  house-to-house  and  apartment- 
to-apartment  searches  looking  for  booty 
and  those  suspected  of  looting  it.  Cops 
kick  in  the  doors  and  begin  hauling  out 
TV  sets,  clothes,  etc.  If  residents  don’t 
protest,  this  supposedly  “proves"  the 
items  were  looted!  As  for  the  well  over 
1 ,000  people  still  being  held  behind  bars, 
on  May  5 Governor  Pete  Wilson  signed 
into  law  an  emergency  measure  extend- 
ing the  period  during  which  suspects  can 
be  held  without  charge  from  48  hours  to 
a week.  If  some  Third  World  country 
ordered  such  a draconian  police-state 
measure  they  would  immediately  be 
cited  by  Amnesty  International.  But  this 
passed  the  California  legislature  without 
a single  dissenting  vote.  Moreover,  it  is 
being  illegally  used  on  people  already 
arrested. 

Now  the  Bush  administration  has 
announced  the  formation  of  a joint 
federal-state  law  enforcement  task  force 
to  prosecute  those  involved  in  the  riot. 
This  unit  is  reviewing  videotapes  to 
identify  suspects.  Among  those  targeted 
are  members  of  leftist  organizations, 
with  the  L.A.  county  sheriff  trying  to 
pin  the  riots  on  the  Maoist  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party  (RCP)  in  particular. 
The  White  House  has  ordered  the  “Jus- 
tice Department”  to  charge  any  rioters 
they  can  under  federal  laws,  no  matter 
how  obscure,  in  addition  to  state  prose- 
cution. And  in  order  to  pursue  the  witch- 
hunt against  leftists,  they’re  going  to 
dust  off  old  L.A.  Red  Squad  records.  A 
few  years  ago,  the  cops  were  directed  to 
destroy  the  tens  of  thousands  of  pages 
of  their  witchhunting  surveillance.  But 
instead,  they  just  took  them  home.  One 
stash  was  found  in  a cop’s  garage  after 
he  moved. 


The  press  is  filled  with  squabbling  in 
the  ruling  class  about  the  response,  or 
lack  thereof,  by  the  LAPD  during  the 
first  hours  after  the  verdict  came  down. 
As  angry  demonstrators  descended  on 
Parker  Center  police  headquarters.  Chief 
Daryl  Gates  headed  out  to  a fund-raising 
dinner  to  oppose  the  timid  police-reform 
measure  Proposition  F.  Fires  blazed  as 
firefighters  waited  for  escorts,  while 
scores  of  cops  were  standing  around  the 
South  Los  Angeles  command  post.  At 
the  comer  of  Normandie  and  Florence 
Avenues,  the  first  flash  point  of  the 
unrest,  the  cops  were  ordered  out.  It  was 
here  that  for  over  an  hour  a TV  helicop- 
ter broadcast  the  scene  of  white  motor- 
ists being  pulled  from  their  cars,  of  lum- 
pen black  toughs  viciously  kicking  and 
beating  white  truck  driver  Reginald 
Denny  as  he  lay  in  a pool  of  blood. 
Denny  was  finally  rescued  by  local  res- 
idents who  took  the  profusely  bleeding 
man  to  a hospital  unit. 

The  conclusion  is  inescapable  that 
Gates  and  the  police  command  wanted 
the  riot  to  explode,  deliberately  letting 
the  fires  spread  and  refusing  to  inter- 
vene, while  the  cameras  rolled.  Their  aim 
was  to  build  up  a mood  of  popular  hys- 
teria among  whites,  in  order  to  justify 
murderous  repression  in  the  name  of 
"restoring  law  and  order."  Now  Bush 
intends  to  use  the  image  of  that  gruesome 
incident  of  Reginald  Denny  being  bru- 
talized as  the  Willie  Horton  TV  cam- 
paign ad  of  1992,  as  he  runs  for 
re-election  against  the  L.A.  riots.  How- 
ever, as  the  Washington  Post  (11  May) 
noted,  most  of  those  who  died  were 
blacks,  killed  in  black  neighborhoods; 
many  blacks  were  killed  by  cops,  but 
not  one  cop  killed  by  blacks;  no  one  died 
in  interracial  violence  in  Koreatown,  nor 
were  any  Koreans  killed  by  blacks. 
"And;  The  video  images  of  white  people 
being  savaged  by  mobs  had  little  to  do 
with  the  way  people  actually  died.” 


In  the  aftermath,  Los  Angeles’  mayor 
Bradley  attacked  police  chief  Gates  from 
the  “law  and  order”  right,  for  letting  the 
protests  get  out  of  hand.  After  17  years 
of  the  administration  of  black  Demo- 
cratic mayor  Tom  Bradley,  ghetto  poor 
have  little  more  regard  for  him  than  for 
Gates,  the  personification  of  racist  cop 
terror.  George  Bush  denounced  this 
uprising  of  the  black  and  Latino  poor  as 
“the  brutality  of  mob.  pure  and  simple.” 
His  spokesman  Marlin  Fitzwater  blamed 
the  L.A.  conflagration  on  the  “liberal 
programs  of  the  ’60s  and  ’70s."  The 
Democrats  blamed  it  on  12  years  of 
“neglect”  by  the  Reagan/Bush  White 
House.  But  black  and  Latino  youth  of 
South-Central  understood  in  their  own 
way  they  were  up  against  the  whole 
rotten,  racist  system. 

Yet  the  impoverished  residents  of  the 
ghettos  and  barrios  lack  the  class  con- 
sciousness and  social  power  to  move 
from  protest  to  the  struggle  for  state 
power.  To  bring  down  this  racist 
system  requires  the  leadership  of  a 
fighting,  multiracial  workers  movement 
that  truly  champions  the  cause  of  the 
oppressed,  rather  than  acting  as  job- 
trusting  bureaucrats  and  labor  cops  for 
the  capitalists,  holding  down  and  divid- 
ing up  the  ranks  as  the  sellout  labor 
officialdom  does  today. 

“Just  as  Much  About  Class  as 
About  Race” 

There  have  been  several  waves  of 
urban  riots  in  the  U.S.  during  this  cen- 
tury, all  at  times  of  great  social  tensions 
but  with  different  political  characters. 
The  post-World  War  I race  riots  in  East 
St.  Louis  and  Chicago  were  a result  of 
the  return  of  white  troops  who  pushed 
black  labor  back  out  of  industry.  The 
1964-68  ghetto  upheavals  came  in  the 
context  of  the  civil  rights  movement, 
as  Northern  blacks  wanted  to  fight  for 
equality  but  found  no  road  to  struggle 
under  the  liberal  leadership.  The  recent 
eruption  in  L.A.  comes  after  more 
than  two  decades  in  which  the  working 
class  and  minority  poor  have  been 
ground  down  while  the  rulers  revel 
in  their  wealth  and  flaunt  their  racism. 
In  an  elemental  way,  the  explosion  of 
rage  over  the  Rodney  King  verdict 
became  a backlash  against  the  “greed 
decade"  of  the  ‘80s.  Business  Week 
(18  May)  quoted  a black  businessman: 
“These  riots  have  been  as  much  about 
class  as  about  race.” 

Reporters  on  the  street  during  the  first 
night  were  at  first  incredulous  and  then 
finally  said  it  over  the  air:  the  "rioters" 
were  not  just  young  blacks  but  also 
Hispanics  and  even  white  street  kids. 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  (1  May)  labeled 
it  "a  multiracial  free-for-all.”  While 
TV  anchors  at  first  called  the  looters 
"thugs,"  it  soon  became  apparem  that 
this  was  a popular,  community  affair 
involving  whole  families.  "A  lot  of  peo- 
ple feel  it's  reparations;  it’s  what  already 
belongs  to  us,”  a self-described  former 
gang  member  said  of  the  looting.  Last 
continued  on  page  12 


Muhammad  Speaks 


Rodney  King  beating  followed  decades  of 
racist  cop  brutality.  Left:  Philadelphia  police 
brutalize  rebellious  black  youth,  1964. 

Above:  Martin  Luther  King  preached  turn-the- 
other-cheek  pacifism,  supported  federal 
troops  to  suppress  1965  unrest  in  Watts. 
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Kennedy/L  A Times 


LAPD’s  murderous  suppression  of  uprising  in  South-Central 
L.A.  (left)  is  lauded  by  imperial  president  George  Bush. 
After  Gulf  War,  Bush  praised  L.A.  police  chief  Gates,  vowed 
to  bring  “New  World  Order"  to  American  cities. 


L.A.  Upheaval... 

(continued  from  page  11) 
week  the  poor  of  South-Central  moved 
to  get  theirs.  “Looting?  What  about  the 
S&L  ripoff?”  everybody  asked.  But  the 
savings  and  loan  scams  garnered  hun- 
dreds of  billions.  For  working  people  and 
the  ghetto  poor  to  get  their  hands  on  the 
real  wealth  and  power  we  have  to  expro- 
priate the  means  of  production  and 
reclaim  the  product  of  our  labor. 

It  was  a new  generation  of  black  youth 
who  erupted  in  L.A..  disturbing  the  order 
of  Bush's  America.  They  have  little 
reason  to  be  moved  by  the  celebration 
of  Martin  Luther  King  Day  or  impressed 
by  the  legal  gains  of  the  civil  rights 
movement.  Joe  Hicks,  local  head  of  the 
SCLC  (Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference),  the  historic  organization  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  noted:  "There  is  an 
incredible  lack  of  respect  for  black 
elected  officials.  They  are  considered 
symbols  of  the  white  power  system. 
They  are  impotent  and  unable  to  deliver 
the  goods  for  blacks.  They  get  absolutely 
no  respect.”  There  was  more  than  a little 
hostility  on  the  streets  toward  black  yup- 
pies living  in  upscale  enclaves  like 
Ladera  Heights.  And  the  words  “black- 
owned”  scrawled  on  store  windows 
didn’t  save  a lot  of  businesses  from 
going  up  in  smoke. 

If  the  symbols  of  South-Central  are 
the  book  of  food  stamps,  the  crack  house 
and  the  prison  cell,  Simi  Valley — the  site 
of  the  trial — is  symbolized  by  the  Amer- 
ican Express  gold  card,  the  backyard 
swimming  pool  and  the  country  club 
golf  course.  Separated  from  L.A.  by  the 
Santa  Susana  Mountains,  it’s  the  quin- 
tessential “white  flight”  suburb.  Here 
racist  prejudice  is  the  flip  side  of  eco- 
nomic privilege.  The  manager  of  a local 
McDonald’s  boasted:  “It’s  one  of  few 
communities  left  where  you  can  go 
shopping  and  not  get  hit  up  by  peo- 
ple wanting  money.”  One  resident 
exclaimed  between  hitting  golf  balls, 
"I’m  happy  to  live  away  from  that  kind 
of  atmosphere... gangs,  homeless  people 
who  don’t  work  and  don’t  have  money 
because  they  don’t  work.” 

This  is  cop  heaven:  out  of  the  8,300 
members  of  the  LAPD,  fully  2,000  live 
in  Simi  Valley,  report  Marc  Cooper  and 
Greg  Goldin  in  the  Los  Angeles  Reader 
(8  May).  Simply  to  be  able  to  afford  to 
live  there  shows  that  they  have  become 
a highly  paid  praetorian  guard.  The  home- 
owners  of  Ventura  County  look  to  the 
police  to  seal  off  their  world  from  those 
without  jobs  and  without  money  in  the 
hellish  ghettos  and  barrios — and  if  the 
cops  have  to  break  some  black  heads  to 
instill  respect  for  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  property,  so  be  it.  This  is  the  mindset 
that  bought  the  racist  cops’  defense  that 
they  were  protecting  “society”  from  "the 
likes  of  Rodney  King.”  Actually,  millions 
saw  on  TV  that  Rodney  King  was  a thor- 
oughly decent  person,  and  the  real  ques- 
tion is  who  is  going  to  protect  him  and 
all  of  us  from  the  cops. 

Outrage  over  the  acquittal  of  the  killer 


AP 

cops  who  beat  Rodney  King  extended 
far  beyond  the  black  community.  For  the 
first  time  ever.  Latino  gangs  joined  with 
the  Crips  and  Bloods  in  going  after  the 
police  in  South-Central.  Moreover,  many 
white  youth  have  been  so  ground  down 
in  recent  years  that  they  joined  with  the 
black  and  Latino  poor  in  seizing  an 
opportunity  to  break  into  the  consumer 
society.  In  Seattle,  a young  white  looter 
shouted  into  TV  cameras:  “It’s  not  black 
vs.  white.  It’s  rich  vs.  poor.  And  we’re 
poor.” 

The  white  youth  who  joined  blacks, 
Hispanics  and  Asians  in  protests  across 
the  country  were  not  just  the  children  of 
middle-class  liberals,  who  reminisce 
about  how  they  once  marched  in  the  civil 
rights  demonstrations  of  the  1960s.  In 
Seattle,  San  Francisco  and  elsewhere 
there  is  a layer  of  white  street  kids  who, 
like  blacks  and  Hispanics,  cannot  find 
jobs  at  a living  wage.  The  issue  of  Busi- 
ness Week  (27  April)  which  came  out 
shortly  before  Los  Angeles  went  up  in 
flames  put  it  bluntly:  “Let  there  be  no 
mistake:  The  current  job  outlook  is 
bleak.”  The  cop  acquittal  and  L.A.  con- 
flagration became  a lightning  rod  for  the 
anger  of  a broad  range  of  people  who 
feel  oppressed,  exploited,  degraded  and 
deprived  by  this  racist,  capitalist  system. 

Cops  Are  the  Armed  Thugs  of 
the  Capitalist  Class 

Just  as  the  videotaped  beating  showed 
the  everyday  reality  of  racist  cop  brutal- 
ity in  the  U.S.,  the  “trial"  showed  the 
routine  workings  of  the  capitalist  courts. 
The  cops,  courts  and  D.A.  offices  protect 
their  own:  that  is  the  highest  law  in  the 
American  system  of  racist  “justice."  It's 
notorious  that  until  recently  not  one  Sal- 
vadoran military  or  police  official  was 
ever  jailed  for  violating  human  rights, 
but  when  has  a police  officer  anywhere 
in  this  country  ever  been  convicted  of 
criminal  charges  in  beating  or  killing  a 
black  man?  Every  cop  regards  his  badge 
as  a license  to  brutalize  and  terrorize 
dark-skinned  people. 

Nowhere  is  that  license  used  with  such 
abandon  as  in  Southern  California.  The 
list  of  victims  is  huge:  five-year-old  Pat- 
rick Mason , shot  to  death  while  watching 
TV;  pregnant  Delois  Young , shot  in  the 
stomach,  killing  her  near-term  fetus;  Cal. 
State  Long  Beach  football  star  Ron  Set- 
tles, stopped  for  speeding  and  brutally 
beaten  like  Rodney  King,  found  dead  in 
jail;  Eulia  Love,  shot  down  on  her  front 
lawn  over  a $22  gas  bill;  Arturo  Jimenez, 
shot  as  cops  drove  by  the  Ramona  Gar- 
dens project  in  East  L.A. 

The  rulers  of  this  country  unleash  the 
cops  to  commit  such  racist  atrocities,  and 
then  protect  them  from  the  ensuing 
demands  for  justice,  because  the  police 
are  the  guard  dogs  to  “serve  and  protect" 
their  capitalist  masters.  Of  course,  the 
owners  of  the  Fortune  500  and  their  kept 
politicians  have  contempt  for  blacks  and 
Latinos  and  see  them  as  a threat.  The 
basic  role  of  the  police  in  this  and  every 
capitalist  state  is  to  defend  the  interests 
of  property  against  the  working  class. 


the  “wage  slaves,”  as  Karl  Marx  put  it. 
Police  attacks  on  picket  lines  and  scab- 
herding — abetted  by  the  cowardice  and 
treachery  of  the  sellout  labor  bureauc- 
racy— have  been  key  to  defeating  every 
major  strike  in  this  country  over  the  past 
decade — PATCO,  Greyhound,  Hormel, 
Eastern.  Recall  the  leaders  of  the  air  con- 
trollers union  being  hauled  to  prison  in 
chains,  like  black  slaves  in  the  Old  South. 

The  coincidence  of  racist  and  anti- 
labor cop  terror  was  graphically  demon- 
strated in  Los  Angeles  two  years  ago 
when  predominantly  Latino  janitors 
sought  to  organize  Century  City,  a glitzy 
complex  of  skyscrapers  and  high  finance. 
A union  march  was  attacked  by  the 
LAPD,  who  clubbed  strikers  even  as  they 
sat  on  the  ground  completely  defenseless. 


Rodney  King 


Needless  to  say,  no  charges  were  brought 
against  the  rioting  cops.  Nonetheless,  the 
janitors  won  union  recognition,  a dem- 
onstration of  labor's  potential  power.  On 
Friday,  May  8,  SEIU  Local  399  repre- 
senting the  janitors  held  a march  of  200- 
300  from  their  union  hall  around  the  Pico- 
Union  area  to  take  back  the  streets. 
Chanting  “Gates  must  go! ” they  protested 
the  police  and  media  branding  "illegal 
aliens"  as  criminals. 

The  paramilitary  L.A.  cops — with 
their  armored  personnel  carriers,  tanks 
with  battering  rams.  Blue  Thunder  heli- 
copters, their  SWAT  teams  and  choke 
holds — think  they  can  get  away  with 
murder,  and  do,  because  they  have  never 
been  on  the  receiving  end  of  workers 
power.  L.A.  has  been  an  "open  shop," 
anti-union  city  ever  since  1910  when  two 
labor  organizers,  the  McNamara  broth- 
ers, were  railroaded  after  the  Los  Ange- 
les Times  building  was  damaged  by  an 
explosion.  But  in  recent  years  union 
organization  has  spread. 

It  is  long  overdue  for  the  multi- 
racial labor  movement  in  Los  Angeles 
to  give  the  LAPD  a well-deserved  les- 
son in  justice.  The  April  30  statement 
by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 


(printed  in  this  issue)  declared:  "the 
powerful  L.A.  unions  such  as  longshore, 
aerospace  and  city  workers  should 
organize  work  stoppages  and  mass  mobi- 
lizations to  solidarize  with  and  defend 
the  black  community."  Within  hours  after 
the  racist  acquittal,  the  labor  movement 
should  have  pulled  out  its  ranks  through- 
out the  area.  This  is  not  “pie  in  the  sky.” 
The  longshoremen  of  the  ILWU  have 
brought  together  allied  unions  in  the 
Harbor  Coalition,  which  on  more  than 
one  occasion  in  recent  years  has  shut 
down  the  vital  L.A. -area  ports,  includ- 
ing, in  October  1990,  to  protest  cops 
invading  the  union  hall. 

In  the  time-honored  style  of  Stalinist 
and  social-democratic  ILWU  chiefs  be- 
fore him,  the  new  International  president 
David  Arian  issued  a statement  denounc- 
ing the  racist  verdict  and  the  "corporate- 
controlled  government,”  only  to  end 
up  calling  on  George  Bush's  “ Justice ” 
Department  to  prosecute  the  cops  on  civil 
rights  charges!  Our  call  for  labor  action 
against  racist  cop  terror  was  well  received 
among  workers,  youth  and  minorities 
(over  27,000  copies  of  the  special  WV 
supplement  have  been  distributed  to  date 
in  the  Bay  Area  and  L.A.).  The  bright 
flames  in  the  night  sky  over  L.A.  make 
it  clear  as  day  that  the  pro-capitalist  union 
tops  must  be  swept  away  in  order  to  bring 
out  the  power  of  the  working  class  in 
defense  of  the  oppressed. 

Against  White  Liberal  and 
Black  Nationalist  Despair 

The  L.A.  upheaval  and  its  sympathetic 
echoes  throughout  the  country  give  the 
lie  to  the  preachers  of  both  white  liberal 
and  black  nationalist  despair.  In  recent 
years  a school  of  academic  liberalism, 
best  represented  by  Andrew  Hacker, 
has  put  forward  a pessimistic  view  of 
black/white  relations  in  this  country.  The 
conditions  of  most  blacks  are  terrible  and 
getting  worse,  they  acknowledge,  but 
nothing  can  be  done  about  it  because  of 
the  deeply  ingrained  racist  prejudice  and 
narrow  economic  self-interest  of  the 
majority  of  whites.  This  view  is  mirrored 
by  nationalistic  black  intellectuals  like 
Spike  Lee.  In  fact,  Hacker’s  latest 
book  is  titled  Two  Nations:  Black  and 
White,  Separate.  Hostile  and  Unequal 
(Scribner’s,  1992). 

Hacker  shows  that  in  1990  the  median 
income  of  white  families  was  $37,000. 
more  than  70  percent  greater  than  black 
families.  But  that  median  income  is  a 
statistical  fiction  embracing  Wall  Street 
yuppies  and  unemployed  Midwest  indus- 
trial workers,  well-heeled  doctors  and 
rural  store  clerks.  What  do  the  country- 
club  types  in  Simi  Valley  have  in 
common  with  the  Caterpillar  workers  in 
Peoria,  Illinois,  who  just  waged  a des- 
perate five-month  strike  to  preserve  their 
livelihood  only  to  be  knifed  in  the  back 
by  their  union  bureaucracy?  It  has 
become  practically  a cliche  for  older 
white  workers,  like  those  at  Caterpillar, 
to  declare  that  “the  American  dream  is 
dead."  They’ve  seen  their  own  living 
standards  cut  sharply  over  the  last  two 
decades  and  expect  that  their  children 
will  have  it  even  worse. 

A sophisticated  social  scholar  like 
Hacker  is,  of  course,  well  aware  of  the 
economic  and  class  divisions  within  the 
white  population.  However,  like  most 
liberals,  he  believes  that  the  more  afflu- 
ent whites  are.  the  less  likely  they  are 
to  be  racist,  to  feel  threatened  by  the 
claims  of  the  so-called  black  "under- 
class.” Thus  he  maintains:  "The  term 
‘liberal’  tends  to  be  associated  with  men 
and  women  who  are  at  least  minimally 
middle  class.”  The  white  working  class 
is  here  presumed  to  all  share  the  bigoted 
outlook  and  social  values  of  an  Archie 
Bunker. 

It  is  true  that  the  economic  resent- 
ments of  lower-class  whites  can  be  chan- 
neled by  racist  demagogues  against  the 
black  poor.  Witness  Klansman  David 
Duke’s  campaign  for  Louisiana  governor 
last  year.  But  the  widespread  outrage 
over  the  King  verdict  and  the  L.A. 
upheaval  show  that  American  society 
can  also  be  polarized  along  different 
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lines.  An  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
population  disagreed  with  the  acquittal. 
And,  significantly,  the  black  nationalists 
had  little  to  say  to  the  conspicuously 
multiracial  protests  following  the  ver- 
dict. A New  York  Times/CBS  poll  shows 
that  61  percent  nationwide  said  the  U.S. 
was  spending  too  little  on  improving  the 
conditions  of  blacks,  and  78  percent  said 
what's  needed  is  more  jobs  rather  than 
more  cops  ( New  York  Times,  1 1 May). 

Hacker  explains  the  decline  of  the 
Democratic  Party  and  seemingly  perma- 
nent hold  of  the  Republicans  on  the 
White  House  in  terms  of  white  racism: 
"The  increased  visibility  of  black  men 
and  women  in  its  (the  Democratic  Par- 
ty's] councils  has  some  bearing  on  the 
fact  that  none  of  its  presidential  candi- 
dates has  won  a majority  of  the  white 
electorate  since  Lyndon  Johnson’s  vic- 
tory in  1964."  Similarly,  two  moderately 
liberal  publicists,  Mary  D.  and  Thomas 
Byrne  Edsall,  argue  that  the  Republican 
hold  on  the  White  House  stems  in  good 
part  from  “fear  that  a Democratic  pres- 
ident will  raise  taxes  from  the  largely 
white  lower-middle  and  middle  classes 
in  order  to  direct  benefits  towards  the 
disproportionally  black  and  Hispanic 
poor"  ( Chain  Reaction:  The  Impact  of 
Race,  Rights,  and  Taxes  on  American 
Politics  [Norton,  1991]). 

The  Democrats  cannot  counter  the 
Republicans'  racist  demagogy  because, 
as  a partner  party  of  the  capitalist  system, 
they  share  the  responsibility  for  the 
declining  living  standards  of  the  multi- 
racial working  class.  In  Los  Angeles, 
Atlanta,  New  York  and  virtually  every 
big  city,  it  is  black  Democratic  Party 
administrations  who  are  today  busting 
heads  and  calling  for  more  cops  to  crush 
the  masses  outraged  by  the  racist  verdict 
in  L.A.  In  the  last  four  presidential 
elections  the  Democrats’  candidates — 
Carter,  Mondale,  Dukakis  and  now  Clin- 
ton— all  deliberately  distanced  them- 
selves from  black  causes  and  presented 
themselves  as  more  efficient  managers 
of  the  American  capitalist  enterprise. 

Right-wing  ideologues  charge  that  lib- 
erals want  to  improve  the  lot  of  blacks 
by  taking  things  away  from  lower-  and 
middle-class  whites.  Such  an  idea  pre- 
supposes that  all  white  Americans  share 
some  fundamental,  common  interest.  But 
poor  black  and  Latino  youths  in  South- 
Central  L.A.  and  older  white  Caterpillar 
workers  in  Peoria,  Illinois  are  victims  of 
the  same  basic  economic  forces — an 
exploitative  economic  system,  whose 
destructive  effects  are  compounded  by 
the  decay  of  American  capitalism  as  its 
rulers  become  ever  more  violence-crazed 
and  rapacious.  It  is  necessary  to  polarize 
this  society  on  the  basis  of  class  struggle. 
It’s  almost  commonplace  today  to  say 
that  what’s  needed  are  jobs,  decent  med- 
ical care  for  all,  quality  housing  and  edu- 
cation. But  the  only  way  to  get  this  is 
to  smash  capitalism  and  build  a socialist 
economy,  based  on  production  for  human 
need  not  profit. 

Ghetto  Wastelands  and 
Decaying  American  Capitalism 

Before  World  War  II  the  majority  of 
blacks  lived  in  the  rural  South  as  a 
deeply  impoverished  American  peas- 


antry. In  the  early  '40s,  millions  were 
drawn  into  the  Northern  cities  to  work 
in  the  shipyards,  munitions  factories  and 
other  booming  war  industries.  Until 
the  mid-1960s  the  U.S.  economy  was 
expanding  enough  to  employ  most 
blacks  who  migrated  to  the  cities.  During 
this  period  the  black  industrial  proletar- 
iat formed  the  core  of  the  Northern  black 
communities,  and  gained  increasing 
weight  in  the  local  trade  unions,  espe- 
cially in  the  Midwest.  As  a result  the 
relative  incomes  of  black  working-class 
men  increased  from  45  percent  of  those 
of  white  workers  in  1939  to  almost  70 
percent  in  1969,  and  the  relative  income 
of  black  women  increased  even  more 
substantially. 

However,  in  the  late  '60s,  as  U.S. 
imperialism  suffered  a stunning  defeat 
in  Vietnam,  American  capitalism  ceased 
growing  fast  enough  to  absorb  the  chil- 


ized, relatively  well-paid  and  racially 
integrated  workforce — has  been  cut  in 
half.  Over  1,200  textile  and  apparel 
plants  in  North  Carolina — the  main 
industry  in  the  upper  South — have  been 
closed  down.  The  Oakland  Tribune 
(I  May)  described  the  impact  of  the 
deindustrialization  of  America  on  the 
Los  Angeles  black  community: 

“Famous  manufacturers,  like  General 
Motors.  Firestone,  Goodyear,  and  Beth- 
lehem Steel,  all  used  to  provide  South 
Central  residents  the  chance  for  a living 
wage  and  upward  mobility — including 
those  without  education. 

"By  the  1980s,  most  such  jobs  vanished, 
a result  of  declining  U.S.  competitive- 
ness. In  the  ashes,  residents  were  forced 
into  a lower-wage  economy  of  light 
industry,  welding  shops,  furniture  mak- 
ers, garment  factories,  fast  food  restau- 
rants and  other  employers." 

At  the  same  time,  the  so-called  social 
“safety  net"  was  slashed  to  ribbons.  Bush 
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headquarters 
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attack, 
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dren  of  black  workers  into  industry.  After 
the  1974-75  world  downturn,  the  owners 
of  capital  increasingly  shifted  their  man- 
ufacturing operations  to  low-wage  coun- 
tries abroad  while  increasing  the  rate  of 
exploitation  at  home.  The  threat  of  plant 
closures  or  moving  offshore  was  used  to 
force  through  union  givebacks,  two-tier 
wage  systems  and  speedup.  Under  Dem- 
ocrat Carter,  the  UAW  gave  back  billions 
to  Chrysler  and  GM,  while  the  bosses 
were  dismantling  plants  like  Dodge 
Main.  Soon  after,  Reagan’s  breaking  of 
the  PATCO  air  controllers  strike  in  1981 
signaled  the  beginning  of  a massive 
union-busting  offensive. 

As  a result,  the  average  weekly 
income  for  production  workers  has  fallen 
by  20  percent  from  1973  to  1991.  And 
with  the  manufacturing  sector  shrinking 
drastically,  young  unskilled  workers 
coming  into  the  labor  market  had  been 
forced  to  accept  poverty-level  wages  in 
fast-food  restaurants,  supermarkets,  car 
washes  and  the  like.  From  1973  to  1990, 
the  income  of  working  parents  under  the 
age  of  30  was  driven  down  by  32  percent, 
and  of  young  black  families  by  a phe- 
nomenal 48  percent.  The  effects  of  this 
have  been  devastating,  both  for  the  indi- 
viduals and  for  the  communities  where 
they  live. 

As  the  fat  cats  and  junk  bond  artists 
wallowed  in  their  schemes  for  loot- 
ing industry  of  productive  investment, 
two  million  manufacturing  jobs  have 
disappeared  in  this  country  over  the 
past  decade.  The  number  of  steel  work- 
ers in  northern  Indiana — a union- 


is blaming  the  L.A.  riots  on  Lyndon  John- 
son’s “Great  Society"  programs  of  the 
'60s,  which  supposedly  habituated  blacks 
to  accept  joblessness  and  dependence  on 
welfare.  What  hypocrisy!  Over  the  past 
20  years  funds  for  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children — the  main  welfare 
program — has  been  cut  by  42  percent  in 
real  terms  (adjusted  for  inflation). 

In  response  to  Bush’s  attacks,  many 
liberals  are  now  glorifying  the  LBJ  "war 
on  poverty."  Even  Spike  Lee,  inter- 
viewed on  his  way  to  the  Cannes  Film 
Festival,  declared,  "The  Democratic 
administration  tried  to  help  the  poor,  but 
Reagan  and  Bush  are  not  concerned" 
( Liberation , 5 May).  In  fact,  the  “Great 
Society"  was  never  intended  to  elimi- 
nate poverty.  Its  main  aim  was  to  co-opt 
a layer  of  black  activists  in  order  to 
re-establish  control  over  the  rebellious 
ghettos.  Already  in  1967,  we  wrote 
that  the  millions  of  dollars  being  poured 
into  various  programs  "have  succeeded 
in  confusing  or  buying  off  a large 
number  of  potential  youth  leaders  in 
Harlem  through  a combination  of  money 
and  pseudo-radical  nationalistic  rheto- 
ric. The  so-called  'anti-poverty'  proj- 
ects have  also  served  to  foster  a certain 
amount  of  illusions  among  the  ghetto 
masses"  ("Black  and  Red — Class  Strug- 
gle Road  to  Negro  Freedom,”  Spartacist 
supplement,  May-June  1967). 

Once  the  turmoil  in  the  black  commu- 
nities was  damped  down,  in  the  early 
'70s  these  poverty  programs  were  mas- 
sively cut.  By  1980,  the  last  year  of  the 
Democratic  Carter  administration,  poor 


mothers  were  getting  25  percent  less  in 
federal  and  state  funds  to  support  their 
children  than  ten  years  earlier  under 
Nixon.  When  Reagan  came  in,  he  delib- 
erately manufactured  a budget  crisis  by 
cutting  taxes  for  the  rich  in  order  to  take 
an  ax  to  what  remained  of  social  welfare 
programs  in  this  country.  But  while  the 
black  poor  were  being  ravaged,  a layer 
of  black  yuppies  emerged,  moving  out 
of  the  ghettos.  Currently,  the  top  20  per- 
cent of  black  families  account  for  almost 
half  of  all  black  income — a degree  of 
inequality  greater  than  among  whites. 

Despite  the  Bush  administration’s 
attacks  on  the  "liberal  social  policies  of 
the  1960s”  and  the  liberal  Democrats’ 
counterattacks  on  "Reaganomics,"  the 
two  capitalist  parties  have  pul  forward 
different  variants  of  the  same  policy — to 
promote  a dependent  black  petty  bour- 
geoisie— and  both  have  carried  out 
the  devastating  cuts  in  the  inner  cities. 
Today  Bush's  housing  and  "urban  devel- 
opment" secretary  Jack  Kemp.  Demo- 
cratic front-runner  Bill  Clinton  and 
black  nationalist  demagogue  Louis  Far- 
rakhan  are  all  promoting  black-owned 
businesses  as  the  “solution”  to  ghetto 
poverty.  They  even  use  the  same 
"empowerment"  rhetoric,  mocking  the 
radical  1960s  “black  power”  movement. 

Yet  compared  to  the  situation  in  1965, 
at  the  time  of  the  L.A.  Watts  riot,  con- 
ditions in  the  ghettos  have  been  getting 
worse,  much  worse.  Black  urban  poverty 
is  up,  non-white  unemployment  is  up 
sharply,  and  among  non-white  teenagers 
today  only  one  in  four  has  any  job  at 
all.  usually  at  minimum  wage.  The  New 
York  Times  (7  May)  editorialized:  “The 
fires  of  Los  Angeles  cast  harsh  new  light 
on  the  way  America  writes  off  places  .. 
Even  worse.  America  writes  off  peo- 
ple— another  generation  of  young  black 
men."  We  put  it  even  more  starkly  a few 
years  ago,  writing  of  the  bogus  “work- 
fare"  reforms  in  our  article  “Genocide 
U.S. A."  ( WV  No.  463, 21  October  1988): 
"This  is  not  welfare  reform,  it’s  a plan 
to  turn  the  ghettos  into  vast  cemeteries — 
because  there  are  no  jobs  to  get.  The  aim 
of  this  legislation  is  to  see  to  it  that  layers 
of  the  minority  population  die,  because 
this  decrepit  capitalist  system  no  longer 
needs  them." 

But  we  have  also  insisted  that  the  des- 
perate condition  and  increasing  numbers 
of  the  black  ghetto  poor  must  not  obscure 
the  fundamental  fact  that  black  workers 
still  play  a strategic  role  in  the  American 
economy  and  even  more  so  in  the  organ- 
ized labor  movement.  Twenty-five  per- 
cent of  all  black  workers  are  unionized 
compared  to  17  percent  for  whites  and 
Hispanics.  Older  black  workers  have 
enough  seniority  to  remain  a strong  pres- 
ence in  shrinking  but  still  basic  indus- 
tries like  auto  and  steel.  And  blacks  of 
all  ages  are  disproportionately  repre- 
sented in  those  basic  jobs  which  keep 
American  society  functioning — bus  driv- 
ers, subway  motormen,  longshoremen, 
garbage  collectors,  postal  workers,  nurses 
and  other  hospital  workers. 

These  black  proletarians  can  serve  as 
a bridge  between  the  ghetto  poor  and  the 
organized  labor  movement.  Conditions 
are  overripe  for  a massive  social  explo- 
sion in  this  country  extending  from  the 
continued  on  page  14 
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Ravenswood 
workers  vow 
they  won't 
return  until 
every  last  scab 
is  out  of 
the  plant. 


Ravenswood 

Steelworkers... 

(continued  from  page  16) 
in  trailers  on  plant  grounds  while  the 
Vance  thugs  patrolled  harbed-wire 
fences  surrounding  "Fort  RAC,”  as  it 
was  called  by  the  locked-out  strikers. 
Boyle  arrived  daily  via  helicopter,  touch- 
ing down  on  a specially  built  landing 
pad  atop  the  plant. 

In  contrast  to  the  UAW  tops  who 
betrayed  the  Caterpillar  strike,  the 
Ravenswood  unionists  did  not  fold  when 
the  company  threatened  to  run  the  alu- 
minum foundry  with  scabs.  During  the 
entire  lockout,  less  than  20  workers 
scabbed.  And  Boyle  and  RAC  could  not 
find  scabs  in  the  Valley,  because  of  the 
strong  pro-union  local  traditions  bred  by 
years  of  class  battles  by  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

This  was  a highly  visible  battle  in  the 
heart  of  union  territory,  and  the  USWA 
International  poured  in  money  to  keep 
the  RAC  fighters  afloat  as  food  and  med- 
ical bills  and  mortgage  payments  stacked 
up.  But  fearing  class-struggle  methods 
like  the  plague,  the  Pittsburgh  USWA 
bureaucracy  played  softball,  with  a “cor- 
porate campaign”  strategy  that  centered 
on  vilifying  Marc  Rich  as  a "rogue"  cap- 
italist. And  the  USWA  tops  pushed  a 
weak  consumer  boycott  of  brewers  that 
used  Ravenswood  aluminum,  while  cav- 
ing in  to  injunctions  from  the  bosses’ 
courts. 

Now  an  NLRB  administrative  judge 
has  obliged  the  company  by  withholding 
a decision  which  may  force  it  to  cough 
up  back  pay  until  June  1.  And  while 
negotiations  have  resumed,  scabs  are 
still  in  the  plant.  Many  strikers  are  sus- 
picious, and  rightly  so,  that  even  with 
Boyle  gone  RAC  will  try  to  stick  it  to 
them.  Ravenswood  workers:  you've  got 
Rich  on  the  run,  now  drive  his  scabs  and 
gun  thugs  out  for  good! 

Ravenswood  workers  could  have  won 


a decisive  victory — and  many  months 
ago — if  the  thousands  of  miners,  auto 
workers  and  other  supporters  throughout 
the  region  had  marched  on  Fort  RAC. 
torn  down  the  barricades,  smashed  the 
company  goons  and  shut  down  the  plant. 
Such  a militant  labor  action  would 
have  had  broad  support  in  coal  country 
and  would  have  electrified  the  labor 
movement. 

That’s  the  kind  of  solidarity  in  action 
that’s  needed  from  the  rest  of  the  labor 
movement — including  workers  refusing 
to  bring  in  the  aluminum  ore  on  barges 
or  to  handle  the  aluminum  in  the  can 
plants  and  breweries.  One  USWA  mem- 
ber told  WV,  “I  wish  they  had  done  that. 
But  every  step  we  would  take  there  was 
a law  passed  that  you  can’t  do  this  stuff.” 

The  union  bureaucracy  is  tied  hand 
and  foot  to  the  bosses  and  their  govern- 
ment, subordinating  the  workers  move- 
ment to  the  class  enemy.  The  AFL-CIO’s 
campaign  for  a law  to  ban  permanent 
“striker  replacements"  is  an  appeal  to 
the  Democrats  in  Congress.  Senator  Ted 
Kennedy  argues  the  bill  will  lead  to  the 
“containment  of  labor-management  dis- 
putes” and  prevent  the  “bitter  disputes 


that  preceded  enactment  of  the  NLRA.” 
In  other  words,  it  is  designed  to  prevent 
strikes. 

So  RAC  and  the  USWA  are  talking, 
but  there  is  a joint  union-company  black- 
out about  what  is  transpiring.  At  RAC, 


Robert  Buck,  27  years  old,  and  a pop- 
ular member  of  Steelworkers  Local  5668 
at  Ravenswood,  has  been  in  prison  since 
last  January,  railroaded  by  the  federal 
government  for  defending  his  union  and 
his  job  from  the  scabs  and  thugs  brought 
in  by  Marc  Rich  and  RAC. 

Buck  was  convicted  of  two  charges  of 
possessing  an  explosive  device,  after  the 
feds  alleged  that  he  and  another  USWA 
member  threw  a small  homemade  black 
powder  charge  outside  the  home  of  a 
scab  on  4 March  1991. 

The  feds’  “evidence”  consisted  of  the 
testimony  of  the  scab,  Edward  Piggett, 
and  a turncoat  named  Gerald  Church. 


workers  have  vowed  that  they  will  not 
go  back  if  even  one  scab  remains.  Every 
striker  must  be  guaranteed  their  job 
back — and  that  includes  USWA  member 
Bob  Buck,  who  was  railroaded  on  fed- 
eral charges  and  is  imprisoned  for  three 
years  on  bogus  charges. 

During  the  fight  at  Ravenswood.  there 
was  tremendous  solidarity  from  the  min- 
ers. At  two  “road  tolls”  (bucket  collec- 
tions on  highways)  in  southern  West 
Virginia  RAC  workers  collected  over 
$20,000.  And  USWA  Local  5668  mem- 
bers intend  to  return  the  miners’  support: 
one  worker  said  that  they  would  aid 
miners  in  their  upcoming  battle  to  defend 
the  health  and  benefit  trusts  and  the 
industry  contract:  “We’re  trying  to  get 
everybody  together  and  take  them  on  as 
one.” 

But  to  take  on  the  bosses  “as  one,”  a 
class-struggle  opposition  must  sweep 
out  the  bureaucrats  who  have  knifed 
the  labor  movement  in  the  back,  fight- 
ing to  forge  a revolutionary  workers 
party  that  will  take  the  mines,  foundries 
and  factories  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
capitalists.  ■ 


Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Fire- 
arms agents  nabbed  Buck  in  order  to,  as 
his  attorney  William  Kiger  said,  "make 
an  example  of  someone.”  This  is  why 
Bob  was  sentenced  to  33  months  in 
prison. 

The  real  criminals  are  the  scabs,  fed- 
eral marshals  and  the  Vance  Security 
goons  who  have  tried  to  intimidate  and 
provoke  Ravenswood  workers  during  the 
lockout. 

It  was  brothers  like  Bob  Buck  who 
built  the  Steelworkers  and  every  other 
union  in  this  country.  The  labor  move- 
ment must  defend  its  own!  Free  Robert 
Buck!  ■ 


Free  Bob  Buck! 


L.A.  Upheaval... 

(continued  from  page  13) 

ghettos  and  Hispanic  barrios  to  white 
skilled  workers,  many  of  them  one  pay- 
check  away  from  bankruptcy  and  evic- 
tion. The  eruption  of  integrated  protests 
following  the  acquittal  of  the  racist  cops 
in  the  Rodney  King  case  signals  the 
potential  for  just  such  a new  wave  of 
militant  social  struggle. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

The  revealed  widespread  hatred  for 
racist  cop  brutality,  the  desire  for  broth- 
erhood among  the  diverse  peoples  of  this 
country,  the  demand  to  eliminate  poverty 
must  be  directed  toward  a program  of 
socialist  revolution,  not  a revival  of  the 
Democratic  Party  “coalition."  It  will  be 
a defeat  for  the  working  class  and  the 
black  and  Hispanic  poor  if  the  struggles 
are  diverted  into  a phony  New  Deal,  a 
new  "rainbow  coalition,”  a new  liberal 
agenda.  For  then  nothing  fundamental 
will  change. 

Yet  much  of  the  left  is  pushing  for 


just  such  a “popular  front"  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  and  even  sowing  illusions 
that  George  Bush  can  be  pressured  into 
serving  the  interests  of  black  people. 
Thus,  for  example,  the  reformist  Com- 
munist Party,  which  seems  to  have 
become  mentally  unhinged  since  the  fall 
of  the  Kremlin  bureaucracy  last  August, 
“demanded,"  no  less,  "that  President 
Bush  speak  out  and  order  the  Justice 
Department  to  act  to  end  police  brutal- 
ity”! Bush  spoke  out,  all  right,  and 
ordered  the  National  Guard  and  U.S. 
Army.  Marines.  Marshals,  Border  Patrol 
et  al.  to  abet  the  LAPD’s  racist  brutality. 

The  self-styled  “socialist-feminists" 
of  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  likewise 
called  on  Bush’s  Justice  Department  to 
take  action,  and  for  the  White  House  to 
“make  billions  of  dollars  available  to  the 
cities."  Other  leftists  echoed  the  liberals’ 
pleas  for  civilian  review  boards  and 
other  face-saving  reforms  for  the  sys- 
tem...at  the  precise  moment  that  mil- 
lions of  people  are  drawing  the  lesson 
that  "the  system  doesn’t  work." 

The  mobilization  of  massive  fire- 
power to  put  down  the  L.A.  upheaval 
and  the  wave  of  cop  rampaging  across 


the  U.S.  in  its  wake  mark  a consider- 
able escalation  of  police  bonapartism 
and  a sinister  contraction  of  the  right  of 
expression  at  the  base.  The  American  rul- 
ing class  was  given  a fright  and  they’re 
bringing  in  a whole  army  to  banish  it. 
With  its  economy  declining,  the  bour- 
geoisie feels  its  power  slipping  away. 
Meanwhile  there  is  a widespread  dis- 
gruntlement  with  the  traditional  political 
establishment,  a discontent  that  is  capi- 
talized on  by  such  types  as  the  fascist 
David  Duke,  ultrarightist  Pat  Buchanan. 
Democratic  populist  maverick  Jerry 
Brown  and  now  Texas  billionaire  Ross 
Perot,  who  is  running  as  an  “outsider” 
against  the  “politicians"  at  whose  trough 
he  fed  for  many  years. 

The  mass  eruption  in  Los  Angeles  rep- 


International 

Campaign... 

(continued  from  page  4) 
although  we’ve  asked  for  it.”  Crawshaw 
elicited  a blunt  admission  from  the  State 
Department  of  "an  unwillingness  to 
intervene  for  the  moment."  One  can 
hardly  imagine  the  same  posture  being 
taken  if  the  victim  were  a Reaganite 
businessman  rather  than  a Jewish  Trot- 
skyist woman. 

Crawshaw,  whose  own  wife  was 
nearly  murdered  two  years  ago  in  an 
attack  on  their  Moscow  apartment  by 
what  were  presumed  to  be  Pamyat  thugs, 
noted  Phillips’  Jewish  background  and 
the  possibility  of  fascist  implication  in 
the  murder:  "Pamyat  has  been  widely 
blamed  for  a growing  number  of  anti- 
Semitic  attacks  and  killings."  Crawshaw 
explained  that  the  ICL  “wanted  to  see  a 
reconstitution  of  the  old  Soviet  Union" 


resents  a dramatic  breakdown  of  capital- 
ist “law  and  order."  Thus  on  the  one  hand 
it  poses  the  danger  of  a much  harsher 
bonapartist  regime  marked  especially  by 
the  police-state  suppression  of  any  black 
unrest.  At  the  same  time,  it  can  open  the 
road  to  revolutionary  social  struggle 
uniting  the  working  class,  whose  condi- 
tions have  been  driven  down  over  the 
past  two  decades,  and  the  desperate 
minority  poor  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios. 
Decisive  in  the  outcome  will  be  the 
construction  of  a multiracial  communist 
vanguard  party  such  as  Lenin  and 
the  Bolsheviks  built  in  tsarist  Russia’s 
“prison  house  of  nations,"  which  led 
the  multinational  working  class  in  a 
successful  insurrection  against  the  cap- 
italist order.  ■ 


and  “unlike  most  Trotskyist  groups,  they 
were  not  anti-Soviet.”  He  concluded, 
"however  unusual  Phillips's  own  politics 
may  have  been,  the  apparent  lack  of 
enthusiasm  to  pursue  the  possible  polit- 
ical or  anti-Semitic  aspects  of  her  murder 
is  striking.” 

Martha  Phillips  was  not  a nameless, 
faceless  victim.  The  attention  by  the 
international  press  to  this  suspicious 
murder  has  thrown  a sharp  light  on  the 
case.  We  have  served  notice  on  the  Mos- 
cow authorities  that  we  will  not  allow 
the  tracks  of  the  murderer  to  be  covered 
over  by  bureaucratic  indifference  or 
worse.  To  date,  no  further  progress  has 
been  reported  in  the  murder  of  our 
comrade.  As  ICL  spokesman  Victor 
Granovsky  told  the  Moscow  Times:  “We 
can  t allow  the  case  to  be  forgotten.  Mar- 
tha never  backed  down,  she  would  never 
let  anyone  else  down,  and  we  can’t  let 
her  down.”  We  demand  a serious  inves- 
tigation into  the  murder  of  Martha 
Phillips!  m 


Spartacist^J  Forum 


For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


L.A.  Upheaval  Shakes  America 


Speaker:  Brian  Manning,  Spartacist  League 

Wednesday,  May  20,  7:00  p.m.  Blackburn  Center,  Room  150 
For  more  information:  (202)  872-8240  Howard  University 

Washington,  D.C. 
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Sinister  Government  Witchhunt  Targets  Leftists 

Student  Protest  Rocks  Australia 


League,  ISO  and  Left  Alliance.  We  noted 
that  the  Age  misspelt  our  name  as 
“Sparticist”  which  has  been  invariably 
connected  with  the  attentions  of  the  cap- 
italist political  police. 

This  is  an  undisguised  attempt  to 
intimidate  all  those  who  would  stand 
up  for  their  rights  against  the  union- 


moves  to  establish  a strong  state  appa- 
ratus. are  the  fruition  of  a near-decade 
of  vicious  union-busting  Labor  govern- 
ment rule  that  has  implemented  massive 
attacks  on  workers,  students  and  all  the 
oppressed.  Yet  the  ISO  has  been  Labor’s 
loyal  supporters  in  every  election.  They 
cheered  on  and  back  Yeltsin  and  Bush’s 


Trotskyist  party  to  lead  a fight  for  work- 
ers political  revolution  to  defend  and 
extend  the  gains  of  October. 

The  ISO's  loyalty  to  the  imperialist 
anti-Soviet  Labor  government  has  not 
spared  them  vicious  government  and 
cop  harassment.  Their  politics  are  inca- 
pable of  even  beginning  to  mount  an 
effective  struggle  in  defence  of  their 
own  members,  let  alone  the  whole  of 
the  left  and  labour  movement.  The 
ISO’s  strategy,  stripped  of  its  “student 
power”  drivel,  amounts  to  a call  to 
"pressure”  the  very  government  that 


Hands  Off  the  ISO!  Drop  All  the  Charges! 


Militant  student  protests  are  sweeping 
Australia  against  cutbacks  in  funding 
for  education  by  the  ruling  Australian 
Labor  Party  ( ALP ) government  of  Prime 
Minister  Paul  Keating.  When  the  ALP 
announced  in  March  its  plan  to  slash 
"Austudy"  ( the  paltry  financial  aid  doled 
out  to  some  full-time  college  students), 
youth  in  Melbourne  stormed  the  Victoria 
State  Parliament  and  marched  on  the 
Labor  Party  headquarters  in  Sydney.  In 
retaliation  the  government  launched  a 
sinister  red  hunt,  including  dawn  raids 
and  arrests  of  members  of  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organisation.  We  reprint 
below  excerpts  of  a leaflet  issued  by 
our  comrades  of  the  Spartacist  League 
of  Australia. 

At  dawn  on  14  April  Victorian 
cops  staged  Gestapo-style  raids  on  the 
homes  of  seven  students  including  sup- 
porters of  the  International  Socialist 
Organisation  (ISO).  The  cops  seized 
computer  files,  address  books  and  notes 
and  charged  five  ISO  supporters  with 
offences  ranging  from  “unlawful  assem- 
bly" to  “rescuing  prisoners  from  lawful 
custody.”  A 16  April  protest  statement, 
sent  to  the  Victorian  Attorney-General 
by  the  Spartacist  League  and  Parti- 
san Defence  Committee,  described  this 
attack  as  an  unmistakable  threat  to  clamp 
down  on  all  opposition  to  Labor  govern- 
ment union-busting  and  capitalist  auster- 
ity. An  injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all! 
Drop  all  the  charges  against  the  student 
activists!  Hands  off  the  ISO  and  all  left 
and  working-class  organisations! 

These  arrests  were  planned  as  retribu- 
tion for  the  nationwide  student  demon- 
strations on  26  March  when  thousands 
of  students  marched  to  protest  the  Keat- 
ing government’s  plans  to  further  slash 
student  Austudy  allowances.  In  Mel- 
bourne 3,000  students  marched  to  the 
ruling  class’  “seat  of  democracy"  Parlia- 
ment House  and  took  over  the  entrance 
before  being  flailed  by  mounted  cops. 
But  the  cops  got  a rude  shock  when 
students  defended  themselves  against 
attack  and  secured  the  release  of  four 
arrestees,  leaving  [Victoria  State]  Labor 
premier  Joan  Kimer  cowering  in  her 
office. 

The  demonstrations  highlighted  the 
wretched  state  of  education  services  in 
this  country  after  years  of  Labor  gov- 
ernment rule.  The  pitiful  Austudy  allow- 
ance, barely  60  percent  of  the  poverty 
line,  is  available  to  only  40  percent  of 
full-time  students.  The  Keating  govern- 
ment is  considering  replacing  Austudy 
with  a loans  scheme — a form  of  inden- 
tured servitude,  reinforcing  the  vicious 
class  bias  of  Australia’s  education  sys- 
tem. We  demand  free  education — open 
admissions  to  all  tertiary  institutions! 
For  a real  living  stipend  for  all! 

The  bourgeois  press,  fearful  that  stu- 
dent protests  may  signal  wider  social 
struggle  against  the  rotting  capitalist  sys- 
tem, immediately  howled  for  “action” 
against  students  who  dared  to  challenge 
the  bosses’  “authority.”  The  Melbourne 
Age  (27  March)  headlined  its  front 
page  “Students’  City  Brawl.”  With  the 
assistance  of  self-proclaimed  student 
leaders  like  National  Union  of  Students 
(NUS)  president  Tony  White  and  anti- 
communist nerd  Brendan  Darcy,  they 
blamed  “violence"  on  leftists  who 
attended  and  solidarised  with  the  dem- 
onstration including  the  Spartacist 


Castle/T he  Age 

Cops  scramble  as  Australian  students  storm  Victoria  State  Parliament  in  mass  protest  march,  March  26. 


busting  racist  government.  Smearing 
leftist  organisations  as  “violent  agita- 
tors” is  the  codeword  for  unleashing  the 
real  violence  of  cop  provocation  and 
attacks.  The  next  day  cops  announced 
the  establishment  of  a “special  inves- 
tigation unit  aimed  at  cracking  the  vio- 
lent socialist  organisations”  ( Herald- 
Sun,  29  March)  and  threatened  that  in 
future  demonstrations  they  would  be 
equipped  with  riot  gear.  Rupert  Mur- 
doch’s Herald-Sun  (28  March)  chimed 
in  with  calls  to  deport  “foreign”  ISO 
members.  What  is  urgently  needed  is  the 
broadest  union,  student  and  minority 
action  to  oppose  these  frame-ups  and 
attacks!  Down  with  this  dangerous  anti- 
communist witchhunt! 

Today  the  Keating  and  Kimer  Labor 
governments  celebrate  the  "death  of 
Communism,"  and  proclaim  the  triumph 
of  imperialist  chief  George  Bush’s  "New 
World  Order”  which  was  heralded  by 
the  bloody  massacre  of  over  100,000 
Iraqi  soldiers  and  civilians.  Sinking  ever 
deeper  into  recession  and  squeezed  by 
increasing  economic  rivalry  and  ten- 
sion between  Japan  and  the  U.S.,  the 
Australian  ruling  class  is  deeply  fear- 
ful that  mounting  working-class  anger 
could  shatter  the  Keating  Labor  gov- 
ernment’s brittle  “social  consensus.” 
Such  uncertainty  fuels  its  desire  for  a 
strong  state  and  a cohesive  and  obedient 
population. 

Youth  are  amongst  the  hardest  hit. 
Youth  unemployment  stands  at  a stag- 
gering 32.7  percent  and  the  government 
plans  to  further  slash  youth  wages.  At 
the  same  time,  as  part  of  the  drive  to 
instill  social  conformity  in  the  service 
of  reaction,  youth  are  bombarded  with 
moralist  propaganda  on  the  “evils"  of 
drugs  and  sex  along  with  new  laws  and 
police  to  keep  them  off  the  street. 

Today’s  government  attacks  against 
the  left  and  labour  movement,  alongside 


counterrevolutionary  drive  in  the  USSR 
and  have  lined  up  behind  the  Labor  gov- 
ernment in  fulsome  support  of  every 
imperialist  provocation  against  the 
Soviet  deformed  workers  state  through- 
out Cold  War  II.  This  includes  support 
for  the  reactionary  Islamic  mujahedin  in 
Afghanistan  who  have  fought  a 12-year 
civil  war  to  deny  women  the  right  to 
read  and  write.  In  sharp  class  counter- 
position, revolutionaries  stand  for  Soviet 
workers  struggle  to  smash  Yeltsin's  coun- 
terrevolution! Our  comrades  in  the 
USSR  fight  to  build  a revolutionary 


is  currently  administering  the  attacks. 

Revolutionaries  fight  to  bring  the 
enormous  social  power  of  the  working 
class  to  bear  as  the  only  force  capable 
of  smashing  the  government  and  bosses’ 
attacks.  This  struggle  requires  a revolu- 
tionary program  which  starts  from  an  un- 
derstanding that  the  partnership  of 
labour  and  capital  is  a lie  and  that  impe- 
rialism in  its  death  agony  is  driven  inex- 
orably toward  war.  The  only  way  out  is 
worldwide  proletarian  revolution.  For 
hard  class  opposition  to  the  ALP.  party 
of  war,  racism  and  depression!  ■ 
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Demonstrators  protesting  cop  terror  from  Los  Angeles  to  Toronto  are  met  at  City  Hall  by  mounted  police. 


Toronto:  3,000  Take  to  the  Streets 
Against  Racist  Cop  Terror 


On  May  4.  probably  the  largest  ever 
anti-racist  demonstration  in  Toronto  took 
place,  with  close  to  3,000  at  the  peak, 
two-thirds  black,  and  many  whites. 
Asians  and  Near  Eastern  protesters  as 
well.  After  rallying  outside  the  U.S.  con- 
sulate, outraged  demonstrators  surged 
through  the  streets  of  Toronto,  past 
Metro  police  headquarters  to  City  Hall. 
They  slopped  traffic  throughout  rush 
hour  and  into  the  evening  as  the  protest 
continued  until  a phalanx  of  cops  and 
mounted  cossacks  repeatedly  charged 
into  the  march  on  Bay  Street. 

Chanting  "From  L.A.  to  T.O.,  racist 
cops  have  got  to  go!”  protesters  were 
outraged  over  the  Rodney  King  verdict 
in  the  U.S.  and  police  terror  at  home. 
Only  three  days  after  the  Los  Angeles 
cops  walked  free,  22-year-old  Jamaican 
immigrant  Raymond  Lawrence  was  shot 
to  death  by  an  undercover  cop  in  Toron- 
to’s west  end.  Lawrence  is  the  eighth 


Toronto-area  black  to  be  gunned  down 
by  police  in  less  than  four  years. 

Other  black.  Latino  and  Native  Indian 
men  have  been  murdered  by  cops  in 
Winnipeg,  Ottawa  and  Montreal.  Each 
and  every  time,  the  gun-toting  cops  have 
been  acquitted  of  all  charges,  if  they 
were  even  charged  at  all.  Like  its  senior 
partners  to  the  south,  Canada’s  con- 
temptible junior-league  imperialism — 
which  so  readily  joined  with  Washington 
in  the  Gulf  War  massacre  of  150,000 
Iraqis — has  declared  war  on  dark- 
skinned  minorities. 

At  the  rally  outside  the  U.S.  consu- 
late. a spokesman  for  the  Trotskyist 
League  of  Canada  addressed  protesters, 
receiving  strong  applause.  “We  cannot 
rely  on  the  capitalist  courts,  we  cannot 
rely  on  the  capitalist  government,"  he 
said.  "The  only  thing  we  can  rely  on  is 
struggle  by  the  multiracial  working  class 
to  smash  this  capitalist  state  and  replace 


it  with  a working-class  state.” 

The  march  was  sparked  when  half  a 
dozen  “white  power”  fascists  showed  up 
across  the  street.  Hundreds  of  demon- 
strators clobbered  them  before  the  cops 
led  the  Nazis  into  a bank.  Later,  windows 
were  broken  and  a few  stores  looted  as 
black,  white  and  Asian  youths  marched 
back  through  the  downtown  shopping 
district.  At  least  30  anti-racist  protesters 
were  arrested  in  the  course  of  the  eve- 
ning. Drop  all  the  charges! 

As  the  bosses’  press  whipped  up  scare 
stories  about  "mob  violence”  and  hun- 
dreds of  riot  cops  were  marshaled  to 
harass  and  arrest  black  youth  on  the 
following  evenings,  the  demonstration 
organizers  in  the  Black  Action  Defence 
Committee  called  another  rally  outside 
the  provincial  government  buildings  for 
May  7.  This  time,  the  anger  was  co-opted 
as  a succession  of  speakers,  including 
Ontario  New  Democratic  Party  premier 


Bob  Rae,  droned  on  about  “tolerance" 
and  "unity." 

Rae  was  heckled  by  large  sections  of 
the  crowd;  only  days  before  he  had  come 
to  the  defense  of  Toronto  police  chief 
William  McCormack  and  his  thugs-in- 
blue  against  charges  of  racism.  And  three 
months  ago  the  social-democratic  NDP. 
which  now  rules  Ontario  for  the  Bay 
Street  bosses,  railroaded  three  postal 
unionists  to  jail  for  defending  picket 
lines  during  last  year’s  postal  strike. 

Canada’s  working  class  is  increas- 
ingly integrated  as  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  immigrants  arrive  from  the 
Caribbean.  Asia.  Africa  and  Latin  Amer- 
ica. As  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
leaflet  distributed  at  the  rally  underlined: 
"Mobilizing  labor  in  defense  of  the 
oppressed  requires  a break  with  the  pro- 
capitalist social  democrats  and  sharp 
political  struggle  against  the  pro-NDP 
union  misleaders."  ■ 


Steelworkers  Hang  Tough  in  18-Month  Lockout 


Ravenswood  Union-Busting  Boss  Sacked 


Holding  out  for  a year  and  a half,  the 
1,700  workers  at  the  Ravenswood  Alu- 
minum Corporation  (RAC)  managed  to 
outlast  the  vicious  company  executive 
who  ordered  the  workers  locked  out  in 
an  attempt  to  break  the  United  Steel- 
workers (USWA).  Local  5668  rallied 
thousands  of  unionists  from  Cleveland 
to  New  York  in  a battle  widely  viewed 
as  a test  of  labor's  ability  to  defend  itself 
against  a determined  scabherding  boss. 
On  April  21,  the  company  retreated, 
announcing  the  departure  of  chairman 
Emmett  Boyle  and  asking  for  new 
negotiations. 

The  mouthpiece  for  the  American  Rul- 
ing class,  the  New  York  Times,  currently 
engaged  in  its  own  union-busting  cam- 
paign against  the  newspaper  drivers 
union,  marked  the  significance  of  the 
USWA’s  stand  at  RAC,  noting  the 
decline  of  major  strikes  from  hundreds 
per  year  before  the  smashing  of  PATCO 
in  1981  to  just  40  last  year. 

In  1989,  the  West  Virginia  plant  was 


bought  out,  in  a leveraged  buyout  from 
Kaiser  Aluminum,  by  an  outfit  headed 
by  notorious  billionaire  metals  mer- 
chant, arms  dealer  and  international  fugi- 
tive Marc  Rich.  Now,  by  ousting  Boyle. 
Rich  is  apparently  trying  to  make  a 
deal  with  the  Justice  Department  for  his 
return  to  the  U.S. 

When  the  union  contract  expired  in 
November  1990,  the  USWA  rejected 
RAC’s  "final  offer"  which  eliminated  the 
cost-of-living  adjustment  and  a bonus 
system  which  accounted  for  10  percent 
of  take-home  pay.  Boyle  and  Rich  im- 
mediately implemented  their  master  plan 
for  mass  firings  of  Local  5668  mem- 
bers, who  have  an  average  seniority  of 
27  years  in  the  plant. 

A menacing  goon  squad  from  Vance 
Security — the  same  outfit  that  Pittston 
and  A.T.  Massey  strikers  faced — which 
is  staffed  by  mercenaries  from  the  CIA’s 
contra  war  against  Nicaragua,  was 
brought  in  by  RAC.  Scabs  were  housed 
continued  on  page  14 


Ravenswood  rallies  have  mobilized  thousands  of  miners,  auto  workers  and 
other  unionists  to  fight  union-busting. 
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Bush,  Democrats  Push  Racist  “Law  and  Order” 


One  month  after  the  racist  acquittal  of 
the  cops  who  brutally  beat  Rodney  King 
to  within  an  inch  of  his  life,  L.A.  remains 
an  occupied  city.  While  the  Army  and 
Marines  have  been  pulled  out  along  with 
some  units  of  the  National  Guard,  a drag- 
net of  FBI,  Federal  Marshals  and  Border 
Patrol  comb  the  ghettos  and  barrios 
along  with  LAPD  SWAT  teams  and 
Metro  squads.  Black  and  Latino  youth 
have  to  fear  for  their  lives. 

Police  are  pulling  over  blacks  in  their 
cars,  photographing  license  plates,  fat- 
tening their  computer  databases  with 
names  of  suspected  "riot  ringleaders” 
to  be  tracked  down  and  their  homes 
stormed  like  victims  of  Salvadoran  death 


squads.  Contrary  to  longstanding  city 
policy,  hundreds  of  Mexican  and  Central 
American  immigrants  were  turned  over 
to  the  INS  and  have  already  been 
deported — others  are  still  crammed  in 
the  county  jail. 

Prosecutors  wrangle  with  the  media, 
trying  to  get  their  hands  on  TV  news 
“outtakes"  (unbroadcast  footage)  to  bet- 
ter identify  and  round  up  more  “sus- 
pects.” Newsmen  worry  that  next  time 
around  they  will  be  seen  as  unarmed 
adjuncts  of  the  police,  with  possible  dire 
consequences.  Meanwhile,  Bush  says  his 
plan  for  the  ghettos  is  to  “weed  and 
seed.”  He  wants  to  “seed”  capitalist 
exploitation  with  low-wage,  non-union 


"enterprise  zones."  And  to  make  this 
profitable,  he  wants  to  “weed” — that  is, 
lock  up  and  destroy — a whole  generation 
of  black  youth. 

The  cops,  panicked  by  the  spectre  of 
Crips/Bloods  “unity"  against  the  LAPD. 
are  determined  to  break  up  the  rival 
gangs’  truce,  attempting  to  provoke  mas- 
sacres by  means  such  as  picking  up  a 
Crip  and  dumping  him  in  Bloods  terri- 
tory. Last  week  the  police  announced  to 
great  fanfare  that  100,000-150,000  black 
and  Latino  youth  in  L.A.  are  supposedly 
gang  members.  This  shocking  figure  is 
based  on  the  50,000  “suspects”  arrested 
in  sweeps  by  the  LAPD  and  County 
Sheriff’s  office  during  1987-90.  They’re 


bringing  in  federal  agents,  many  of  them 
former  CIA,  to  wage  “war"  on  the  gangs. 

Now  cop  Stacey  Koon,  acquitted  of 
beating  Rodney  King,  “leaks”  his  275- 
page  unpublished  “memoirs,"  disclosing 
incidents  the  jury  "somehow"  never 
received.  Koon  brags  how  he  repeatedly 
shot  an  armed  black  man  in  the  arms, 
legs  and  torso.  As  with  the  King  beating, 
this  incident  was  filmed  and  shown  to 
recruits  “as  a training  tool.”  Koon  writes 
that  when  cops  on  the  scene  asked  if  the 
black  man  would  die.  he  responded,  “No 
way.  You  or  I,  we’d  die  but  not  a Negro. 
They’re  too  dumb  to  go  into  shock.” 

Anyone  with  a black  skin  is  a target. 

continued  on  page  7 


Quayle:  Putting  the  hex  on  Murphy  Brown. 


Dan  Quayle  and 
“Family  Values” 


All  last  week,  people  were  trying  to  fathom  the 
weird  worldview  of  Dan  Quayle.  Overheard  in  a 
Manhattan  office:  "How're  your  family  values  today? 
Thinking  of  starting  a riot?” 

In  the  face  of  the  nationwide  explosion  of  anger 
over  the  racist  cops’  acquittal  in  the  Rodney  King 
beating  trial,  the  knee-jerk  reaction  from  the  White 
House  was  to  blame  the  oppressed,  attempting  to  stir 
up  a white  backlash  against  “immoral”  ghetto  blacks 
and  other  minorities.  George  Herbert  Walker  Bush 
told  a Notre  Dame  commencement  that  inner-city 
problems  were  due  to  "the  disintegration  of  the  Amer- 
ican family."  J.  Danforth  Quayle  111  likewise  told 
conservative  Republicans  at  San  Francisco’s  elite 
Commonwealth  Club  that  the  “lawless  social  anarchy 
which  we  saw"  in  Los  Angeles  resulted  from 
“the  breakdown  of  family  structure."  Quayle  capped 


his  “law  and  order"  speech  by  ludicrously  placing 
the  blame  for  America’s  "declining  moral  values" 
on... the  heroine  of  the  immensely  popular  TV  sitcom 
Murphy  Brown,  played  by  Candice  Bergen.  Murphy, 
he  claimed,  was  “mocking  the  importance  of  fathers 
by  bearing  a child  alone"  in  the  series’  season  finale. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  media  had  a field  day  with 
the  remarks  of  the  perennial  laughingstock  vice 
president,  which  also  threw  the  administration  spin 
doctors  for  a loop.  Addressing  reporters  the  next 
day.  White  House  spokesman  Marlin  Fitzwater  first 
endorsed  Quayle's  views,  then  reappeared  minutes 
later  (after  someone  informed  him  that  38  million 
people  had  watched  the  episode?)  to  state  that  "we’re 
not  comfortable  getting  involved  in  criticism  of  her 
show"  and  offering  the  opinion  that  Murphy  Brown 
continued  on  page  6 
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The  Execution  of 
Roger  Coleman 


On  May  20.  the  state  of  Virginia  mur- 
dered Roger  Keith  Coleman.  Despite  a 
public  outcry,  Virginia  governor  Douglas 
Wilder  refused  to  block  the  execution, 
stating  it  would  cause  "no  substantial 
injustice"!  And  the  Supreme  Court  pre- 
dictably rejected  last-minute  appeals  for 
a stay.  From  a dinner  party  for  Canadian 
prime  minister  Mulroney,  at  which  the 
Murphy  Brown  TV  show  was  the  hot 
topic  of  discussion,  tuxedo-clad  Chief 
Justice  Rehnquist  gave  the  word — Cole- 
man must  fry.  At  11:38  p.m.,  after  nine 
minutes  and  two  electric  jolts  of  1,750 
volts  surging  through  his  body,  Roger 
Coleman  was  pronounced  dead. 

Convicted  on  circumstantial  evidence, 


Coleman  was  executed  for  the  rape 
and  murder  of  his  sister-in-law  Wanda 
McCoy  in  1981.  With  the  help  of  Pres- 
byterian lay  minister  Jim  McCloskey, 
Coleman  had  uncovered  substantial  evi- 
dence pointing  to  his  innocence.  Wit- 
nesses came  forward  to  state  that  Donald 
Ramey,  a neighbor  of  McCoy’s,  con- 
fessed to  the  crime.  One  witness  was 
found  dead  in  March.  Roger  Matney.  the 
jail  house  informant  who  testified  that 
Coleman  confessed  to  the  killing,  later 
admitted  to  his  mother-in-law  he  had  lied 
to  get  a reduction  of  sentence.  Court  after 
court  refused  to  review  this  evidence 
because  Coleman’s  attorneys  filed  his 
initial  appeal  one  day  late! 


Coleman  wasn’t  just  another  anony- 
mous victim  of  state  murder.  His  face 
was  on  the  cover  of  Time  magazine.  He 
appeared  on  the  Phil  Donahue  show  the 
day  of  his  execution,  and  on  ABC’s 
Nightline  the  previous  night.  National 
news  shows  and  papers  around  the  coun- 
try featured  his  case.  The  electric  chair 
in  which  he  died  was  brought  into  the 
living  rooms  of  millions  across  the  U.S. 
As  he  was  strapped  into  the  chair.  Roger 
Coleman  issued  a searing  indictment  of 
this  "legal"  murder  system:  "An  inno- 
cent man  is  going  to  be  murdered 
tonight.  When  my  innocence  is  proven 
I hope  Americans  will  recognize  the 
injustice  of  the  death  penalty  as  all  other 
civilized  nations  have." 

Two  days  later  the  New  York  Times 
reported:  "Execution  Stirs  Up  Troubling 
Questions.”  To  justify  the  killing,  state 
officials  from  Wilder  on  down  pointed 
to  Coleman’s  "failing"  a lie  detector  test 
hours  before  his  execution.  “How  could 
he  have  passed  it?"  asked  Henry  Heller, 
protesting  outside  the  Virginia  state  cap- 
itol.  "A  polygraph  is  a measure  of  stress. 
If  Roger  Coleman  is  not  under  a lot 
of  stress,  who  is?"  ( New  York  Times, 
21  May). 

Coleman  certainly  wouldn’t  be  the  first 
innocent  man  sent  to  death  in  this  country, 
nor  the  last.  One  of  those  innocent  men 
fighting  for  their  lives  on  death  row  is 
political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  A 
former  Black  Panther  Party  spokesman, 
prominent  journalist  and  well-known 
supporter  of  the  MOVE  organization. 
Jamal  was  framed  and  sentenced  to  die 
specifically  for  these  political  activities. 
The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has 
played  a leading  role  in  the  campaign  to 
save  Jamal's  life  as  part  of  our  opposition 
to  the  racist  death  penalty. 

A study  by  professors  Michael  Radelet 
and  Hugo  Bedau  documented  at  least 
420  death  penalty  sentences  meted  out 
to  people  who  by  the  state's  own  later 
admission  had  been  wrongfully  con- 
victed; at  least  23  of  them  were  carried 
out.  During  eleven  years  on  Illinois’ 
death  row  Lloyd  Eldon  Miller  came 
within  a day  of  execution  many  times 
before  being  exonerated.  Florida  inmate 
Joseph  Brown  was  15  hours  away  from 
the  chair  when  a federal  court  stayed  his 
execution  in  1983.  Three  years  later  he 
was  exonerated  and  released.  Now  in 
Texas,  Leonel  Herrera  awaits  death  for 
the  1981  killing  of  two  police  officers, 
having  presented  convincing  evidence  of 
his  innocence.  His  appeal  is  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  is  expected  to 
endorse  the  state’s  argument  that  He- 
rrera’s innocence  is  not  constitutionally 
"relevant.” 

Coleman  was  the  18th  person  exe- 
cuted this  year.  That  same  day,  migrant 
worker  Jesus  Romero  was  executed  in 
Texas,  as  was  Robert  Black  two  days 
later.  At  the  current  pace  more  people 
will  be  “legally”  murdered  this  year  than 
in  any  since  1962.  “Judge  Death”  Rehn- 
quist and  the  ruling  class  have  been 
pushing  to  eliminate  ail  impediments, 
such  as  the  habeas  corpus  challenge  to 
state  court  decisions  which  accounts  for 
over  40  percent  of  death  sentences  being 
reversed.  To  make  sure  California  exe- 
cuted Robert  Alton  Harris  on  April  21, 
Rehnquist  & Co.  carried  out  a judicial 
coup  d’etat,  ordering  the  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  to  issue  no  further  stays 
(see  "High  Court  Murder,”  WV  No.  550, 

1 May). 

What  created  a brief  hiatus  in  execu- 
tions was  not  some  mythically  liberal 
Supreme  Court  but  the  mass  social 
struggles  of  the  1960s  against  Jim  Crow 
segregation  and  the  imperialist  war  in 
Vietnam.  Not  a single  execution  was  car- 
ried out  in  the  five  years  before  1972, 
when  the  Supreme  Court  put  capital 
punishment  on  hold  until  1977.  In  the 
absence  of  significant  class  struggle  over 
the  past  dozen  years,  the  ruling  class 
has  been  revving  up  its  death  engine,  as 
part  of  an  all-sided  assault  against  work- 
ing people  and  the  oppressed.  And  this 
is  bipartisan  policy,  from  Bush  and 


Time  magazine  cover  (18  May)  high- 
lights the  Supreme  Court’s  rush  to 
execute  Roger  Coleman. 


Rehnquist  to  the  reformist  darling  Wild- 
er and  Democratic  front-runner  Clinton. 
“He’s  not  dying  to  be  president,"  said 
Carrie  Rengers  of  Amnesty  International 
about  Clinton,  “but  he  is  killing  to  be 
president." 

This  racist  capitalist  state  has  no 
right  to  say  who  lives  and  who  dies.  To 
this  country's  rulers  guilt  or  innocence 
doesn’t  matter  when  the  victim  of  legal 
state  murder  is  poor,  black  or  Hispanic 
like  most  of  those  on  death  row.  It  will 
take  mass  struggle  to  stop  the  killing  ma- 
chine, and  it  will  take  a workers  revolu- 
tion to  put  it  out  of  business  for  good. 

* * * 

After  eight  years  of  litigation  the 
Seattle  Freeway  Hall  case  finally  came 
to  a close.  On  April  27,  a judge  ruled 
for  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  (FSP), 
dismissing  a 1984  suit  by  a vindictive 
ex-member,  Richard  Snedigar. 

In  1979  then  FSP  member  Snedigar 
donated  $22,500  to  the  Freeway  Hall 
Eviction  Fund  to  assist  in  the  purchase 
of  new  headquarters.  He  resigned  in 
1980  and  four  years  later  sued  for  return 
of  the  donation  with  interest.  Snedigar 
and  his  two  redbaiting  lawyers  sought 
to  use  pretrial  discovery  to  obtain  FSP 
membership  lists,  financial  records  and 
minutes  of  party  meetings.  The  FSP’s 
refusal  to  turn  these  over  led  to  a default 
judgment  against  them  in  1987.  Two 
years  later  an  appeals  court  set  aside  the 
default,  and  in  1990  the  Washington 
State  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the  First 
Amendment  protected  the  FSP  from  dis- 
closing the  documents.  After  a Superior 
Court  judge  denied  Snedigar’s  last  dis- 
closure motion  in  March,  the  trial  opened 
on  April  13. 

This  was  a vital  legal  battle  in  defense 
of  the  right  of  political  association, 
particularly  in  the  context  of  increasing 
government  attempts  to  persecute  and 
prosecute  leftist  political  activity.  Had 
the  FSP  lost,  the  case  would  have  set  a 
dangerous  precedent  for  disgruntled  ex- 
members of  a political  organization  to 
paralyze  its  very  existence  by  seeking 
recovery  of  prior  contributions.  In  1985 
the  PDC  and  Spartacist  League  were 
among  the  70  organizations  that  joined 
in  the  amicus  curiae  (friend  of  the 
court)  brief  filed  by  the  National  Law- 
yers Guild  against  Snedigar’s  disclosure 
motions.  We  have  also  contributed  to  the 
FSP’s  defense.  Intervention  by  the  state 
into  the  internal  life  of  left  and  labor 
organizations  is  lethal.  The  FSP  has  won 
an  important  legal  victory  for  the  whole 
of  the  left  and  labor  movement. 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  continue 
to  support  and  build  the  PDC.  Be- 
come a monthly  sustaining  contributor. 
Send  a donation  of  $5  or  more  and 
receive  a subscription  to  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes.  For  a single  copy  send 
$1  to:  Partisan  Defense  Committee, 
P.O.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station,  New 
York.  NY  10013.  ■ 


Minneapolis  General  Strike, 

May  1934 

Three  major  class  battles  in  1934 — led  by 
the  Trotskyist  Communist  League  in  Minne- 
apolis, the  Stalinist  Communist  Party  in  San 
Francisco  and  A.  J.  Music's  American  Work- 
ers Party  in  Toledo — set  the  stage  for  the 
organization  of  large-scale  industrial  unions 
in  the  U.S.  The  leadership  of  reds,  acting 
against  the  hidebound  labor  bureaucracy, 
was  key  to  mobilizing  the  workers  in  class  LENIN 

struggle.  But  where  the  Stalinists  channeled 
working-class  unrest  into  support  for  Roosevelt's  Democratic  Party,  the  Trotskyists  (with 
whom  the  AWP  fused  in  1934)  fought  for  a revolutionary  workers  party  to  sweep  away 
the  capitalist  system.  Trotskyist  leader  James  P Cannon  addressed  the  significance  of 
the  May  1934  Minneapolis  general  strike. 

The  open  resistance  to  the  conservative  labor  bureaucracy  at  Minneapolis  and  San 
Francisco,  and  the  disillusionment  ensuing  from  the  systematic  treacheries  in  the  other 
situations — in  averting  strikes  that  were  due  and  in  wrecking  those  which  could  not 
be  prevented — presage  a widespread  revolt  against  the  reactionary  officialdom.... 

The  workers,  awakening  from  a long  apathy  and  ready  for  the  militant  struggle  to 
regain  their  lost  standards,  have  not  yet  found  a leadership  of  the  same  temper. 
Minneapolis  is  the  one  magnificent  exception.  There  a group  of  determined  militants, 
armed  with  the  most  advanced  political  conceptions,  organized  the  workers  in  the 
trucking  industry,  led  them  through  three  strikes  within  six  months,  and  remain  today 
at  the  head  of  the  union.  It  was  this  fusion  of  the  native  militancy  of  the  American 
workers,  common  to  practically  all  of  the  strikes  of  this  year,  with  a leadership  equal 
to  its  task,  that  made  the  strikes  of  a few  thousand  workers  of  a single  local  union 
events  of  a national,  and  even  international,  prominence;  a shining  example  for  the 
whole  labor  movement.... 

The  Communist  League  and  the  American  Workers  Party,  despite  the  limited  forces 
at  their  disposal,  took  advantage  of  such  opportunities  as  they  had  and  demonstrated 
in  practice,  notably  in  Minneapolis  and  Toledo,  that  they  are  the  bearers  of  trade  union 
policies  and  methods  around  which  the  left  wing  of  tomorrow  will  crystallize.  The 
fatal  weakness  in  the  labor  movement  today  is  precisely  the  lack  of  a genuine  left 
wing.  This  left  wing  can  come  to  life  only  on  a new  basis,  with  a new  policy  that  is 
free  from  every  taint  of  reformist  cowardice  and  degenerate  Stalinism. 

The  mainspring  of  the  new  left  wing  can  only  be  a revolutionary  Marxian  party. 
Its  creation  is  our  foremost  task. 

— James  P.  Cannon,  "The  Strike  Wave  and  the  Left  Wing” 

( New  International,  September-October  1934) 
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Editorial  Notes 


CPUSA  Comes  Out  for  Social-Fascist  Bloc 


uXMU.W-fililM  few  t 


Stalinist  RKRP 
leader  Anpilov  (with 
microphone)  joins 
forces  with  outright 
anti-Semites. 


The  spectacle  of  the  red  flag  of  revo- 
lution appearing  side  by  side  with  anti- 
Semitic  signs  and  fascist  banners  should 
turn  the  stomach  of  any  communist.  But 
not  the  Communist  Party  USA.  which 
positively  wallows  in  the  grotesque 
“popular  front”  between  Stalinist  left- 
overs and  outright  fascists  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  IMF-sponsored  “free  market” 
misery  being  imposed  on  the  Soviet  peo- 
ples by  Yeltsin's  counterrevolutionary 
regime  has  provoked  a series  of  mass 
workers  protests  in  the  streets  of  Mos- 
cow. However,  the  leadership  of  these 
demonstrations  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
a gaggle  of  Stalinists,  primarily  the  Rus- 
sian Communist  Workers  Party  (RKRP). 
whose  increasing  emphasis  on  Russian 
nationalism  has  provided  a "left"  cover 
for  the  most  sinister  enemies  of  the 
multinational  Soviet  proletariat. 

RKRP  demonstration  organizers  not 
only  share  their  platform  with  “hardline” 
anti-Semitic  general  Albert  Makashov  (a 
member  of  the  RKRP  Central  Commit- 
tee) and  the  openly  nationalist  Nashi 
(Ours)  party,  whose  most  prominent 
spokesman  is  a monarchist.  They  also 


accommodate  outright  fascists,  like  the 
revived  Black  Hundreds  tsarist  pogrom- 
ists  (the  Union  of  the  Russian  People) 
and  the  virulently  anti-Semitic  Pamyat 
fascists. 

The  Stalinists’  bloc  with  fascistic 
ultranationalists  is  a godsend  to  the 
Yeltsinite  “democrats,”  who  loudly  de- 
nounce this  "red-brown  coalition"  in  an 


attempt  to  discredit  any  and  all  oppo- 
sition to  their  capitalist-restoralionist 
drive.  But  when  masses  of  workers 
have  turned  out  against  Yeltsin,  as  on 
March  17  when  several  hundred  thou- 
sand representing  the  multinational  Mos- 
cow working  class  rallied,  they  came  in 
search  of  an  avenue  of  struggle  against 
the  ravages  of  counterrevolution.  Thou- 


sands have  eagerly  snapped  up  the 
Trotskyist  literature  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (see  WV  No.  548, 
3 April).  But  from  the  self-styled  “lead- 
ers” of  these  demonstrations,  they  have 
been  offered  no  program  for  working- 
class  defense,  but  only  the  suicidal  chau- 
vinist demagogy  of  the  RKRP  and  its 
fascist  allies. 

Yet  it  is  precisely  the  “red-brown 
coalition"  which  Gus  Hall’s  crowd  hails. 
In  the  People's  Weekly  World  (28  March) 
report  on  March  17.  Mike  Davidow.  their 
man  in  Moscow,  waxes  positively  lyrical 
about  the  disgusting  nationalist  lashup: 
"Cossacks  from  the  Urals  rubbed  shoul- 
ders with  Communist  workers  from  Mos- 
cow and  St.  Petersburg  [!|.  The  flag  of 
Peter  the  Great,  emblazoned  with  its  blue 
cross,  snapped  in  the  wind  beside  the  red 
flag  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Here,  no  divid- 
ing line  between  Red  and  White.” 

No,  siree,  Mike!  Betcha  he  was  remi- 
niscing about  the  CP’s  own  “patriotic 
unity"  days  in  the  imperialist  Second 
World  War,  when  American  Stalinists 
were  saluting  Old  Glory  and  hailing  the 
A-bombing  of  Hiroshima. 

In  a subsequent  column  in  the  1 1 April 
continued  on  page  8 


Brouhaha  Over  “Kremlin  Gold” 


Toronto 
newspaper 
pushes 
sensationalist 
vendetta  against 
Canadian  CP 
and  former  leader 
William  Kashtan. 


THE  SATURDAY  STAR 
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| Soviets  secretly  paid 
Canada’s  Communists 
$2  million 


KGB  shipped 
money  from 
Swiss  bank 
to  Moscow, 
officials  say 


For  decades,  anti-Communist  witch- 
hunters  out  to  persecute  leftist  mili- 
tants regularly  screamed  about  “Kremlin 
gold.”  Now.  even  as  they  trumpet  the 
"death  of  Communism,"  the  imperial- 
ist media  have  resurrected  this  hoary 
Cold  War  hobbyhorse.  The  Toronto  Sat- 
urday Star  (14  March)  carried  a sensa- 
tionalist front-page  “exclusive":  “Sovi- 
ets Secretly  Paid  Canada’s  Communists 
$2  Million."  A London  Independent 
(27  March)  headline  declaimed,  "Secret 
Fund  Gave  Aid  to  Foreign  ’Workers’." 
New  York  Newsday  (1  March)  railed 
about  “a  secret,  global  operation  dating 
back  to  the  1950s  to  subsidize  left-wing 
groups  in  Europe,  North  and  South 
America  and  the  Middle  East." 

In  the  U.S.,  Gus  Hall’s  shriveling 
Communist  Party  has  become  the  focus 
of  allegations  that  it  was  one  of  the  chief 
recipients  of  Soviet  financial  assistance, 
to  the  tune  of  $2  million  a year.  The 
bourgeois  press  has  even  produced  crude 
hand-lettered  “receipts"  for  the  money 
supposedly  signed  by  Hall.  Denying  the 


claims.  Hall  aptly  noted  that  his  party's 
total  annual  expenditure  is  "peanuts" 
compared  to  what  a typical  bourgeois 
candidate  spends  for  a single  senatorial 
race.  Even  an  FBI  spokesman  dismissed 
the  brouhaha,  yawning  that  Soviet  assis- 
tance to  Western  Stalinist  parties  had 
long  been  "common  knowledge." 

Meanwhile,  the  Canadian  solicitor- 
general  seized  on  the  Star  “expose”  to 
order  an  investigation  into  the  Canadian 
Communist  Party  by  the  RCMP  and  the 
Canadian  Security  Intelligence  Service. 
In  a move  reeking  of  gratuitous  vindic- 
tiveness, the  Canadian  government  is 
now  going  after  the  decaying  remnants 
of  the  Communist  Party  (CPC)  and  its 
ailing  former  longtime  leader,  83-year- 
old  William  Kashtan. 

Bill  Kashtan,  who  says  "I  never  saw 
any  of  this  money,”  thinks  he  might  be 
the  victim  of  a CIA  plot.  Well,  there  cer- 
tainly are  such  things.  Arthur  Scargill. 
leader  of  the  militant  1984-85  British 
miners  strike,  was  subjected  to  a torrent 
of  calumny  over  financial  aid  from 


Soviet  trade  unions.  When  this  vendetta 
fell  Oat.  the  witchhunters  turned  around 
and  outrageously  accused  Scargill  of 
having  pocketed  Soviet  money  which 
should  rightly  have  gone  to  the  union. 
The  bourgeois  press  eventually  admitted 
that  the  CIA  was  up  to  its  ears  in  the 
anti-Scargill  crusade  and  the  whole  affair 
was  a frame-up  from  the  start. 

This  new  anti-Communist  vendetta  is 
a by-product  of  Yeltsin's  counterrevolu- 
tionary drive  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Last 
October,  an  ever-burgeoning  "investiga- 


tion" into  the  botched  August  coup 
spawned  another  into  charges  of  “cor- 
ruption" and  funneling  billions  out  of 
the  country,  aimed  at  implicating  all 
associated  with  the  former  government, 
including  Gorbachev  himself.  (Gorba- 
chev. meanwhile,  is  flying  around  the 
U.S.  in  the  private  jet  of  Forbes  maga- 
zine which  has  emblazoned  on  it  “Cap- 
italist Tool.") 

The  financing  of  foreign  CPs  became 
a prominent  part  of  this  “corruption” 
continued  on  page  4 


Afghanistan:  Mujahedin  Terror  Stalks  Kabul 


These  chilling  photographs  of  Afghan  fundamen- 
talists seizing  and  gunning  down  a supporter  of  the 
former  modernizing  regime  in  Kabul  underscore 
the  warning  in  our  recent  WV  article  headlined 
“Bloodbath  Looms  in  Afghanistan.”  After  cold- 
bloodedly executing  him,  the  cutthroats  continued 
pumping  bullets  into  the  dead  body. 

While  rival  ethnic  and  tribal-based  mujahedin 


gangs  continue  to  kill  each  other,  the  chief  targets 
of  these  CIA-backed  feudal  reactionaries  will  be 
emancipated  women,  youth  and  leftists.  Women  have 
scarcely  ventured  out  into  the  streets  of  Kabul  since 
the  mujahedin  took  the  city,  and  the  few  that  have 
were  covered  in  head-to-toe  “veils.”  “We  will  make 
Afghanistan  like  Iran,”  vows  one  guerrilla  brandish- 
ing an  AK-47.  The  new  fundamentalist  rulers  in 


Kabul  have  now  officially  decreed  that  women  can 
only  appear  in  “Islamic  dress.”  Newsday  (9  May) 
reports:  “Failure  to  obey  is  punishable  by  flogging.” 
We  repeat  that  the  withdrawal  of  Soviet  forces 
ordered  by  M.S.  Gorbachev  was  a betrayal  of  the 
Afghan  and  Soviet  peoples.  Here  you  see  what  the 
victory  of  Washington’s  Afghan  “freedom  fighters” 
is  bringing.  ■ 

Ellis/Reulers  phoios 
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Letter 


Ox  Gored 


5/9/92 

Dear  Brother  Norden, 

I’ve  read  the  article  entitled:  "BT 
Slcazeball  Says:  Ax  the  Pensioners"  in 
the  current  (May  1.  1992)  issue  of  Work- 
ers Vanguard,  and  I can't  say  that 
I’m  too  impressed  with  your  brand  of 
"journalism”. 

First,  disregarding  for  the  moment  the 
personal  invective,  and  slanderous  vit- 
riol, some  factual  corrections:  No  one  on 
the  Bay  Area  Typographical  Union  Local 
21  (BATU-21)  Health  and  Welfare  Com- 
mittee ever  proposed  “ax(ing)”  our 
union’s  pensioners  and  relegating  them 
to  "dying  in  a pool  of  urine  on  a gurney 
in  the  corridor  of  some  county  hospital." 
Nor,  objectively,  is  that  the  result  of  our 
actions.  We  recommended  that  the  sub- 
sidy that  reduces  the  premium  paid  by  our 
pensioners  be  continued  for  another  year. 

As  in  many  old-line  fraternal  unions, 
the  subsidy  paid  by  the  500  working 
members  of  Local  2 1 for  the  1 1 00  retired 
members  is  paid  out  of  the  pocket  of  the 
working  members — not  by  the  employ- 
ers. With  the  declining  membership  due 
to  attrition  clauses  in  our  contracts,  it  is 
simply  no  longer  possible  to  continue 
this  tradition.  Nor,  is  it  possible  to  open 
a fight  to  have  the  employers  take  over 
this  burden  in  the  middle  of  a contract. 

It  is  not  always  enough  to  stand  aside 
in  sectarian  splendor  and  denounce  the 
fates — it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
shoulder  some  of  the  responsibility  for 
leading  the  union.  And  when  you  take 
some  of  that  responsibility,  particularly 
when  the  workers  are  suffering  defeats 
one  after  another,  occasionally  you  must 
retreat.  This  was  one  of  those  occasions. 

Further,  your  mistaken  correspondent 
notwithstanding,  the  Committee  recom- 
mendation was  adopted  by  the  union. 
This  was  not  at  all  a popular  position, 
as  many  of  the  working  members  wanted 
to  cut  the  subsidy  immediately.  Commit- 
tee members.  Militant  Printer  support- 
ers, and  others  voted  with  the  retirees 
and  salvaged  the  subsidy  for  an  addi- 
tional year. 


The  Committee's  intention  in  making 
its  recommendation,  was  for  the  retired 
members  to  contract  for  private  Mcdi- 
Gap  policies  to  pay  the  difference 
between  what  Medicare  pays  and  what 
Kaiser  Permanente  (not  county  hospitals 
— urine-soaked  or  otherwise)  charges  for 
their  health  care.  That  is  now  about  to 
take  place  and  the  cost  per  pensioner  will 
decline  from  $89.00  per  month  to  about 
$50.00.  Furthermore  Kaiser  Permanente 
will  now  take  on  the  risk  factor  inherent 
in  insuring  an  older  population,  thereby 
possibly  allowing  the  rates  for  the  work- 
ing members  to  stabilize. 

The  Committee’s  recommendation  to 
drop  vision  care  coverage  was  done 
because  the  premium  paid  (for  all 
BATU-21  members)  was  higher  than  the 
cost  of  the  one  pair  of  glasses  allowed 
every  two-years  under  the  plan. 

Next  time,  get  your  facts  straight. 

Now.  I have  a few  questions  for  you. 
There  are  several  supporters  of  Workers 
Vanguard  in  BATU-21 — I know,  because 
I sponsored  two  of  them  for  membership 
myself.  As  a matter  of  fact,  one  of  them 
was  recruited  during  a BATU-21  organ- 
izing drive  and  the  other  was  the 
recently-deceased  Martha  Phillips.  (By 
the  way,  I find  it  peculiar  indeed  that  in 
the  many  pages  of  her  obituary  you 
printed  in  Workers  Vanguard,  you  did  not 
see  fit  to  mention  that  she  was  10-year 
member  of  BATU-21). 

In  any  event,  the  fight  in  the  union 
over  the  health-care  question  went  on 
for  well  over  a year.  The  Health  and  Wel- 
fare Committee  held  open  meetings  to 
which  any  member  of  the  union  could 
come  and  state  his  or  her  opinion.  The 
subject  was  discussed  at  many,  many 
union  membership  meetings — motions 
put  forward,  and  votes  taken.  In  all  those 
meetings  I do  not  remember  a single 
Workers  Vanguard  supporter  speaking 
on  the  issue.  No  leaflets,  no  motions/ 
counter-motions — no  nothing. 

In  fact,  where  were  your  supporters 
for  the  last  ten  years ? When  the  workers 
at  the  San  Francisco  Progress  were  fight- 


ing the  union  bureaucrats  to  shut  the 
plant  down,  where  were  your  support- 
ers? Or  the  fight  over  merger  with  the 
CWA?  Or  the  fight  to  shut-down  Bowne 
Printing  where  one  of  your  supporters 
worked?  And.  when  the  union  sent  its 
members  to  join  the  PATCO  picket  lines, 
where  were  your  supporters?  (Perhaps 
were  you  too  busy  crossing  PATCO ‘s 
picket  lines  in  order  to  fly?). 

You  weren't  there  because  you  long- 
ago  decided  that  to  do  political  work  in 
the  trade  unions  was  "more  trouble  than 
it  was  worth."  Your  supporters  wouldn’t 
be  caught  dead  at  a union  meeting  unless 
it  was  to  make  an  ass  out  of  themselves. 

Your  organization  is  a sick,  sectarian, 
obedience  cult  whose  internal  life  is  not 
very  much  different  than  that  of  some 
of  the  more  repugnant  religious  sects, 
but  even  you  people  ought  to  show  a 
little  shame  for  printing  such  an  unprin- 
cipled. inaccurate,  dishonest  and  slan- 
derous piece  of  crap  in  your  paper. 
Yours  for  the  truth. 

Fred  Ferguson 
Editor.  Militant  Printer 
Member.  BATU-21  Health  and 
Welfare  Committee 

WV  replies  We  stand  corrected  on  one 
point:  unfortunately.  Ferguson’s  criminal 
scheme  to  cut  off  the  retirees’  medical 
care  subsidy  was  successfully  foisted 
on  the  membership.  So  much  the  worse. 
For  the  rest,  with  the  sliminess  typical 
of  the  labor  officialdom  on  whose  bot- 
tom rungs  he  serves,  Ferguson  claims 
that  his  committee  recommended  that  the 
subsidy  for  pensioners’  health  care  "be 
continued  for  another  year"  in  order  to 
softsoap  the  committee’s  proposal  that 
"At  the  end  of  calendar  year  1992,  the 
entire  subsidy  for  retirees  will  be  dis- 
continued" (our  emphasis).  That’s  what 
we  reported,  and  that's  what  he  tries  to 
justify. 

But  the  retirees  of  his  own  local  aren’t 
so  willing  to  be  dumped:  the  April-June 
issue  of  the  BATU-21  Bay  Area  Retirees 
Club  Newsletter  expresses  deep  "con- 
cern" over  the  cutoff  "unless  members 
of  our  Union  see  their  way  clear  to  con- 
tinue such  coverage."  They  note  that 
even  now  “some  retiree  families  are  hav- 


ing to  give  up  their  coverage  because 
they  can  no  longer  afford  it."  One  bitter 
retiree  wrote  in  a stinging  letter: 

"What  a sad  day  for  the  retirees  of  Local 
2 1 . Lose  our  vision  care  and  increase  our 
rate  by  85%.. ..  How  many  can  afford  it? 
“Remember  in  the  late  forties  when 
we  assessed  ourselves  8%  of  our  total 
eamings  to  win  a strike  in  Chicago? 
That  was  unity.  We've  walked  the  pave- 
ment with  picket  signs  in  nearly  every 
Bay  and  East  Bay  city  to  get  what  we 
have  today.  Pensions,  medical  benefits, 
shorter  hours,  holidays  and  a decent 
wage. 

“It  seems  the  attitude  now  is  ‘What  are 
you  doing  for  us  now?'  Goodbye,  we 
don't  need  you . ...  Do  we  have  any  unity 
left?" 

It  seems  our  article  hit  the  mark,  as  Fer- 
guson is  now  squealing  like  a stuck  pig. 

Following  the  logic  of  business  union- 
ism, which  accepts  things  as  they  are. 
Ferguson  presents  the  membership  with 
the  "inevitable"  facts  of  capitalist- 
imposed  austerity,  then  hides  behind  the 
ranks'  despairing  vote  for  the  defeatist 
leadership.  With  the  arguments  of  a 
consummate  legalistic  bureaucrat,  he 
claims:  "it  is  simply  no  longer  possible 
to  continue  this  tradition”  and  “Nor.  is 
it  possible  to  open  a fight  to  have  the 
employers  take  over  this  burden  in  the 
middle  of  a contract."  Oh,  the  holy  con- 
tract, savior  of  every  smug  labor  faker 
whose  worship  of  the  “possible"  has  led 
to  years  of  givebacks. 

Indeed  there  is  an  objective  problem: 
the  printing  trades  unions  face  a crisis 
of  a shrinking  union  membership  and  a 
growing  retiree  community.  But  it  is  the 
job  of  a revolutionary  to  struggle  for  a 
way  out  of  a crisis,  not  write  rationales 
for  the  bureaucracy’s  giveback  plans. 
Here,  the  way  forward  is  to  fight  for  an 
industrial  union  of  the  printing  and 
newspaper  industries  and  mount  an 
urgent  campaign  to  organize  the  myriad 
non-union  shops.  San  Francisco  has  not 
quit  as  a printing  town.  But  with  its  nar- 
row craft  logic,  the  bureaucracy  is  lead- 
ing this  union  to  the  grave,  and  Ferguson 
"takes  responsibility"  for  juggling  the 
books  of  the  burial  fund.  This  so-called 
"militant  printer”  has  become  a minor 
aspiring  union  bureaucrat,  devoid  of 
continued  on  page  8 


Kremlin  Gold... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

scandal,  with  claims  that  in  the  ten  years 
from  1980  some  $200  million  was  dis- 
bursed by  the  CPSU  to  98  organiza- 
tions around  the  world.  This  would 
amount  to  an  average  allocation  of 
$200,000  per  organization  per  year.  A 
paltry  sum  and  one  moreover  that  was 
given  to  the  wrong  people  in  pursuit  of 
the  wrong  cause.  While  the  capitalist 
media  screams  about  “Moscow  gold"  as 
if  it  were  to  foment  the  cause  of  “Red 
Revolution,"  the  truth  is  that  the  Stalinist 
parties  they  claim  were  on  the  receiving 
end  of  said  funds  were  charged  with 
the  Kremlin’s  “popular-front"  collabora- 
tion with  the  “democratic”  imperialist 
rulers.  Meanwhile,  through  the  agency 
of  the  "National  Endowment  for  Democ- 
racy," Washington  pumped  nearly  $15 
million  into  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1990  alone  to  foment 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  And  this 
leaves  aside  the  many  millions  the  impe- 
rialists have  poured  into  destroying  the 
organizations  of  the  working  class  and 
the  poor  internationally.  And  that  does 
not  include  the  many  millions  more  in 
covert  funds  distributed  through  the  CIA 
and  other  U.S.  agencies,  as  well  as  the 
largesse  meted  out  by  the  “AFL-CIA" 
to  Polish  Solidamosc  and  other  counter- 
revolutionary "free  trade  unions"  around 
the  world. 

Yeltsin  & Co.  want  to  prove  their  cre- 
dentials and  reliability  to  their  imperial- 
ist patrons,  not  least  by  "exposing"  the 


Stalinist  bureaucracy's  links  with  Com- 
munist parties  abroad.  Fearing  an  explo- 
sion of  working-class  anger,  the  unstable 
regime  of  would-be  tsar  Boris  also 
seeks  to  paint  as  “criminals"  not  only 
the  Stalinist  has-beens  but  anyone  who 
would  participate  in  protest  against  the 
ravages  of  capitalist  restoration.  As  for- 
mer CP  official  Anatoly  Smirnov,  who 
appears  to  be  the  chief  source  for  the 
mishmash  of  innuendos  and  vague 
charges,  put  it:  "As  people  begin  remem- 
bering the  old  party  system  with  fond- 
ness, it  is  necessary  to  remind  them  of 
its  crimes." 

Yeltsin  aims  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  Fourth  Reich  of  German  imperialism. 
Following  its  annexation  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  (DDR)  two  years 
ago,  the  German  bourgeoisie  launched  a 
vicious  witchhunt  against  all  those  asso- 
ciated with  the  former  deformed  workers 
state,  from  government  and  party  offi- 
cials down  to  schoolteachers. 

Pro- Yeltsin  Soviet  newspapers  have 
tried  to  put  a vicious  twist  on  the  talc, 
claiming  that  the  money  went  to  finance 
lavish  lifestyles  for  foreign  Communists. 
Izvestia  (10  February)  snidely  remarked 
that  the  funds  aimed  "to  ensure  a 
comfortable  existence  for  ’fighters  for 
the  idea'  abroad."  New  Times  (5  Novem- 
ber 1991),  with  more  than  a hint  of 
xenophobic  racism,  sneered  that  "for- 
eign Communists — be  they  Blacks  of 
advanced  age.  Frenchmen,  Italians  or 
Portuguese — also  deserved  a life  with  no 
problems." 

The  piggish  would-be  Soviet  yuppies 
want  to  pretend  that  Western  Commu- 


nists like  Hall  or  Kashtan  were  treated 
to  the  lifestyle  they  themselves  aspire 
to.  Even  prominent  Canadian  social 
democrat  (and  ex-CPCer)  Norman  Pen- 
ner  notes  that  "it's  important  to  remem- 
ber that  the  money  wasn't  going  to 
enrich  the  leaders,  it  was  just  to  maintain 
the  party"  ( Toronto  Star,  15  March). 

There  was  certainly  plenty  of  cor- 
ruption within  the  Soviet  bureaucracy, 
particularly  during  the  high-flying 
Brezhnev  years.  But  it  is  the  heirs  of 
Brezhnev  and  his  cronies,  who  fed  at  the 
trough  of  the  Soviet  workers  state, 
who  today  point  accusing  fingers  while 
hoping  to  cash  in  on  their  services  for 
Western  imperialism.  Smimov  absurdly 
claims  that  his  "revelations”  show  that 
“the  idea  of  world  revolution  continued 
to  function  right  up  to  1990,"  while  Mos- 
cow News  (8  December  1991)  headlined 
its  piece:  "How  the  USSR  ‘Exported’ 
Revolution." 

Yet  the  Kremlin  dumped  the  Bolshe- 
vik program  of  world  revolution  as  far 
back  as  1924,  when  Stalin  proclaimed 
his  nationalist  dogma  of  “socialism  in 
one  country"  and  embarked  on  the  con- 
ciliat ionist  road  which  led  to  Gorba- 
chev’s “perestroika"  and  culminated  in 
Yeltsin's  Russian-nationalist  counter- 
revolution. Trotsky  warned  that  Stalin’s 
program  would  eviscerate  the  Commu- 
nist parties,  transforming  them  from 
revolutionary  instruments  into  "left" 
pressure  groups  on  the  imperialist  bour- 
geoisies. In  practice,  the  Western  Stalin- 
ist parties  long  ago  became  little  more 
than  garden-variety  reformists,  distin- 
guished mainly  by  a nostalgic  connec- 


tion to  the  Soviet  Union. 

When  revolutionary  internationalism 
prevailed  under  the  leadership  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky,  the  Soviet  Union  made  no 
secret  of  its  obligation  to  aid  those  bat- 
talions of  the  world  proletarian  move- 
ment which  needed  assistance.  One  of 
the  first  acts  of  the  Bolshevik  govern- 
ment was  a December  1917  resolution 
to  "allocate  two  million  rubles  for  the 
needs  of  the  revolutionary  international- 
ist movement"  on  the  understanding 
“that  the  struggle  against  war  and  impe- 
rialism can  be  brought  to  a successful 
conclusion  only  if  waged  on  an  interna- 
tional scale."  And  during  the  Civil  War 
and  the  famine  which  followed,  Soviet 
Russia  openly  appealed  for  financial  aid 
from  the  world  proletariat. 

The  leaders  of  the  Western  CPs  long 
ago  ceased  to  be  fighters  for  the  cause 
of  international  communism,  and  thus 
they  are  embarrassed  by  charges  of 
"Kremlin  gold."  We  Trotskyists  continue 
the  fight  for  the  Leninist  program  of 
international  socialist  revolution,  and  for 
the  reforging  of  a democratic-centralist 
Fourth  International.  While  sundry  left 
groups  in  the  U.S.  invoke  the  1940 
Voorhis  Act.  which  inhibits  international 
political  affiliation,  as  a convenient  ex- 
cuse for  anti-internationalism,  we  have 
always  insisted  that  this  anti-Communisi 
legislation  is  a “paper  tiger."  The  Spar- 
tacist  League/U.S.  is  proudly  a section 
of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  openly  taking 
reciprocal  responsibility. 

Down  with  the  vindictive  anti- 
communist witchhunt!  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


Defend  the 

New  York  Times  Drivers! 
Free  Robert  Boyle! 

The  New  York  Times  has  turned  up  the  heat  in  its 
plan  to  break  the  powerful  Newspaper  and  Mail  Deliv- 
erers Union  (NMDU).  In  Westchester  County  and  Long 
Island,  NMDU  drivers  have  been  thrown  out  of  work 
in  a so-called  "assets  purchase”  by  Arthur  Imperatore, 
scabherding  front  man  for  the  Times. 

Now  these  spokesmen  for  the  U.S.  ruling  class,  and 
their  scabs  and  goon  squads,  have  drawn  blood.  At 
about  2:30  a.m.  on  May  24,  NMDU  member  Billy 
O’Keefe  was  walking  to  the  picket  line  at  Westfair 
Distributors  in  New  Rochelle  when  a van  full  of  scabs 
struck  him  in  a hit-and-run  attack.  O’Keefe  was  hos- 
pitalized with  leg  injuries,  and  while  the  cops  claim  to 
be  "investigating,"  the  scab  goons  roam  free.  The  arro- 
gant Times  bosses  are  demanding  one  of  their  compliant 
judges  impose  a $1.5  million  fine  on  the  union,  and 
contempt  charges  against  the  New  Rochelle  police,  for 
delaying  newspaper  deliveries  while  they  took  O’Keefe 
to  the  hospital! 

Meanwhile  a union  brother,  Robert  Boyle,  is  locked 
up  in  Westchester  County  jail,  a victim  of  this  campaign 
by  the  Times  to  impose  “labor  peace  into  the  next  cen- 
tury." Boyle  faces  frame-up  felony  assault  charges  in 
the  case  of  a North  Carolina  scab  who  was  hit  by  a 
rock.  Boyle  is  27  years  old,  married  and  the  father  of 
a young  girl.  Drivers  told  WV  he  is  a well-liked  unionist 
who  was  active  on  the  picket  lines  at  last  year’s  Daily 
News  strike.  NMDUers  present  when  Boyle  was 
arrested  said  that  he  was  singled  out  by  the  cops  and 


Hams/NY  Times 


New  Rochelle,  NY— Drivers  union  pickets  against 
New  York  Times  union-busting  campaign,  May  14. 


taken  to  jail  because  he  was  leading  chants  on  the 
bullhorn.  Strikers  told  WV  that  a PBA  delegate  in  New 
York  is  being  paid  $2  per  hour  per  cop  to  recruit  off- 
duty  NYPD  officers  for  Imperatore. 

As  we  go  to  press,  Boyle  is  being  held  without  bail 
and  will  be  arraigned  May  26.  Almost  two  dozen 
NMDU  members  have  been  arrested  in  New  Rochelle 
and  at  another  Imperatore  outfit  in  East  Farmingdale, 
Long  Island. 

The  defense  of  the  arrested  union  brothers,  and  of  the 
hundreds  of  jobs  threatened  by  Imperatore  and  the 
Times,  is  being  undercut  by  the  union  tops  in  the 
NMDU.  The  drivers  threw  back  the  first  contract  with 
an  almost  60  percent  “no”  vote.  When  union  president 
Doug  LaChance  came  back  with  another  proposal  on 
May  20,  as  details  of  the  deal  leaked  out,  it  was  clear 
that  it  was  practically  the  same  old  deal  with  the  union- 
busting  work  rule  changes  and  the  introduction  of  part- 
timers.  If  this  contract  goes  through,  the  rest  of  the 
newspaper  bosses  will  quickly  move  to  demand  the 
same  givebacks  to  gut  the  NMDU. 

At  the  meeting  to  “explain"  the  contract,  drivers 
erupted  in  anger  when  they  discovered  that  9 of  the 
over  20  arrested  drivers  will  not  be  rehired;  instead 
their  cases  will  go  to  arbitration.  LaChance  had  to  post- 
pone the  vote  scheduled  for  the  following  day.  with 
many  drivers  feeling  that  even  without  the  firings  the 
sellout  was  going  to  go  down  in  flames  again. 

There  have  been  a series  of  hard-fought  strikes 
against  newspaper  bosses.  Teamster  drivers  in  Pitts- 
burgh have  been  out  for  a week,  shutting  down  both 
the  city’s  papers.  In  New  York,  the  Times  is  bankrolling 
Imperatore’s  assault  on  the  union:  as  Village  Voice 
writer  James  Ledbetter  revealed,  the  Times  gave 
Imperatore  a $10  million  line  of  credit,  “just  in  case 
he  needs  to  bus  in  some  poor  saps  from  Oklahoma"  to 
scab.  These  “poor  saps"  are  strikebreakers,  brought  in 
by  the  dozens  of  professional  union-busting  outfits  that 
have  sprouted  up  all  over  the  country.  It's  about  time 
the  newspaper  unions  smashed  this  scab  road  show — 
and  New  York  is  a good  place  to  do  it. 

There  must  be  mass  pickets  at  New  Rochelle  and 
East  Farmingdale  now — clean  the  company  thugs  out! 
Shut  down  the  Times — everybody  out!  Free  Robert 
Boyle!  Drop  the  charges  against  all  the  union  drivers! 


Defeat  the  Rock! 

Victory  to  Rainbow 
Room  Strikers! 

A union  spokesman  called  it  a "must  win  strike,"  as 
over  200  workers  struck  on  May  14  to  win  union  rec- 


Picketers outside  Rainbow  Room  at  Rockefeller 
Center,  in  strike  by  Local  6 of  the  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Employees  Union. 


ognition  and  put  an  end  to  the  bosses'  abuse  at  the 
Rainbow  Room  atop  New  York’s  Rockefeller  Center. 
The  restaurant,  second  highest  grossing  in  the  U.S.,  is 
owned  by  a closely  held  company  called  B.E.  Rock. 
With  "B"  and  “E”  standing  for  the  two  public  owners 
Joe  Baum  and  Arthur  Emil,  the  workers  told  WV  they 
have  a damn  good  idea  who  the  "Rock”  is. 

Workers  began  organizing  with  Local  6 of  the  Hotel 
Employees  and  Restaurant  Employees  Union  a year 
and  a half  ago.  Strikers  on  the  line  told  WV  that  they 
are  frequently  forced  to  work  17-18  hour  days,  and 
management  has  arbitrarily  canceled  workers'  medical 
coverage.  Maria,  a waitress,  said  that  one  worker  was 
fired  when  management  found  out  he  was  HIV-positive. 
Others  among  the  multiracial  workforce  told  of  racist 
and  sexist  remarks  by  managers.  Every  striker  was  furi- 
ous that  the  owners  take  85  percent  of  the  tips  which 
workers  depend  on  to  survive.  Management’s  attitude 
is  "if  you  don’t  like  it,  there’s  the  door.”  At  least  three 
pro-union  workers  were  fired. 

This  is  a high-visibility  strike,  and  NY  labor  had 
better  back  Local  6 in  action.  But  members  of  Musi- 
cian’s Local  802,  a fixture  at  labor  parades  in  the  city, 
are  crossing  the  picket  lines  every  day!  And  pickets 
want  to  know  if  any  of  the  liquor  or  food  purveyors 
are  using  Teamster  drivers.  See  how  fast  B.E.  Rock 
folds  when  their  booze  and  meat  is  cut  off!  Victory  to 
the  Rainbow  Room  strike!  ■ 


Mexico  City  Forum 
Against  Racist  Terror  in  L.A. 


MEXICO  CITY— Over  100  people 
attended  a “Forum  Against  Racist  Ter- 
ror in  Los  Angeles"  held  May  19  by 
the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico  at 
the  National  University  (UNAM). 
Despite  heavy  media  coverage  of  the 
L.A.  events,  this  was  the  first  public 
protest  here  against  the  racist  verdict 
in  the  Rodney  King  case  and  the  sub- 
sequent reign  of  terror  against  minori- 
ties and  working  people  in  L.A. 

Calling  for  “Cops,  Troops.  Migra 
Out  of  the  Ghettos  and  Barrios!"  and 
“Workers,  Blacks,  Latinos,  Asians — 
Organize  to  Sweep  Away  This  Rotten 
Racist  System!”  the  forum  drew  an 
audience  of  students,  professors  and 
trade  unionists.  The  GEM  had  publi- 
cized the  event  among  activists  in  the 
teachers,  seamstresses,  electricians  and 
steel  workers  unions,  as  well  as  at  area 
campuses. 

Speakers  noted  how  the  bourgeoi- 
sie’s triumphal  propaganda  blitz  about 
the  "death  of  communism"  and  class 


struggle  is  based  on  lies.  Now  the 
upheaval  in  L.A.  and  protests  across 
the  U.S.  show  the  deepgoing  instability 
at  the  heart  of  the  so-called  “New 
World  Order." 

“It’s  almost  comical  that  the  bulk  of 
the  nationalist  left  in  Latin  America  has 
maintained  that  in  ‘Gringolandia,’  as 
they  call  it,  there  is  no  class  struggle, 
no  rebellion,  no  revolutionaries.”  a 
Spartacist  spokesman  said: 

“We  have  always  insisted  that  the  class 
struggle  in  Mexico  and  throughout 
Latin  America  is  inseparably  linked  to 
the  class  struggle  in  the  U.S.;  that 
Latino  immigrant  workers  in  the  U.S. 
are  a human  bridge  connecting  the  pro- 
letariat of  the  Americas;  and  that  the 
socialist  revolution  in  the  United  States 
is  not  only  possible  but  crucial  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  working  people 
of  Latin  America  and  the  whole  world." 

Black  workers,  strategically  placed 
in  industry  and  transport  and  fed  up 
with  the  "American  nightmare,”  are  the 
Achilles’  heel  of  U.S.  imperialism,  the 


speaker  noted.  The  key  to  unlocking 
the  tremendous  revolutionary  potential 
of  the  U.S.  and  Mexican  proletariat  is 
the  construction  of  an  internationalist 
revolutionary  party — in  the  fight  to 
reforge  the  Fourth  International — 
which  acts  as  what  Lenin  called  the 
"tribune  of  the  people,"  mobilizing 
the  power  of  the  multiracial  working 
class  for  the  emancipation  of  all  the 
oppressed. 

Another  GEM  spokesman  stressed 
that,  contrary  to  the  nationalist  left 
which  claims  “racism  is  just  something 
that  happens  north  of  the  Rio  Grande," 
the  struggle  against  racism,  widespread 
anti-Semitism  and  other  reflections  of 
the  social  values  of  the  ruling  class,  is 
key  to  building  a Leninist  party  in 
Mexico. 

The  basis  for  revolutionary  class 
struggle  is  shown  in  the  multiracial  pro- 
tests against  the  Rodney  King  verdict, 
in  which  large  numbers  of  Mexican  and 
Central  American  immigrants  partici- 


pated. The  militant  struggles  of  Latino 
janitors  in  L.A.  and  Mexican  women 
garment  workers  in  El  Paso — just 
across  the  border  from  Mexico’s  huge 
maquiladora  (free  trade  zone  factories) 
region — underscore  the  growing  role  of 
Latino  workers  in  the  U.S.  class  strug- 
gle and  the  need  for  the  workers  move- 
ment to  fight  against  racist  deportations 
and  for  full  citizenship  rights  for  immi- 
grant workers. 

The  meeting  also  heard  a report  on 
the  International  Communist  League’s 
fight  for  a serious  investigation  of  the 
murder  of  American  Trotskyist  Martha 
Phillips  in  Moscow.  A GEM  spokesman 
stressed  the  international  importance  of 
the  fight  to  save  the  life  of  U.S.  black 
journalist  and  former  Black  Panther 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  and  drew  attention 
to  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee’s 
protest  statement  against  the  racist 
death  penalty  hanging  over  the  head 
of  Mexican  immigrant  worker  Ricardo 
Aldalpe  in  Texas. 

A wide-ranging  discussion  period 
featured  debate  on  the  question  of 
building  a Leninist  party  and  on  the 
Stalinist  degeneration  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  as  well  as  discussion  on  the 
urgency  of  the  defense  of  Cuba  against 
U.S.  imperialism,  the  situation  of 
Indian  peoples  in  the  U.S.  and  Mexico, 
and  the  materialist  analysis  of  the  roots 
of  black  oppression  in  the  U.S.  and 
South  Africa. 
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Connolly/Pictufe  Group 

“Family  values”  the  answer?  Mother  and  father  and  kids,  homeless  and  jobless 
in  America. 


Quayle... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

actually  exhibits  "pro-life  values  which 
we  think  are  good"  because  the  character 
decided  not  to  have  an  abortion.  The 
show’s  producer,  Diane  English,  retorted 
to  Quayle:  "If  the  Vice  President  thinks 
it’s  disgraceful  for  an  unmarried  woman 
to  bear  a child,  and  if  he  believes  that  a 
woman  cannot  adequately  raise  a child 
without  a father,  then  he’d  better  make 
sure  abortion  remains  safe  and  legal." 

Quayle  carried  on  regardless,  contin- 
uing to  attack  the  show  for  “glorifying 
illegitimacy"  in  a speech  the  next  day 
before  bewildered  L.A.  junior  high  stu- 
dents. One  responded.  “I  don’t  under- 
stand why  he  would  say  something 
like  that.  Most  people  here  have  single 
mothers."  Doubtless  Murphy  Brown's 
depiction  of  a prickly,  not-so-young 
urban  professional  choosing  motherhood 
plus  career  hasn't  got  much  to  do  with 
the  lives  of  most  working-class  single 
mothers.  But  the  motivation  for  Quayle’s 
ravings  lies  in  his  role  as  point  man  for 
Bush  in  a broader  attack  on  women  and 
minorities,  which  must  be  treated  more 
seriously  than  Dan  ("What  a waste  it  is 
to  lose  one’s  mind,  or  not  to  have  a 
mind”)  Quayle  deserves  to  be. 

The  most  substantive  part  of  Quayle’s 
now  notorious  speech  claimed  that  "By 
any  measure  the  America  of  1 992  is  more 
egalitarian,  more  integrated  and  offers 
more  opportunities  to  black  Americans 
and  all  other  minority  group  members 
than  the  America  of  1964"!  This  would 
be  laughable  if  it  were  not  so  horrifying, 
immediately  following  the  savage  beat- 
ing of  Rodney  King  and  at  a time  when 
even  the  limited  gains  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  are  under  heavy  attack,  and 
levels  of  unemployment,  segregation  and 
poverty  for  black  people  are  at  their 
highest  point  since  the  Great  Depression. 
Repeating  the  mantra  of  “law  and  order" 
over  and  over,  Quayle  went  on  to  state 
that,  since  blacks  have  it  so  good,  the 
only  reason  for  last  month's  ghetto 
explosions  was  "a  poverty  of  values.... 
Our  inner  cities  are  filled... with  people 
who  are  dependent  on  drugs  or  the  nar- 
cotic of  welfare."  If  anyone  needed  proof 
that  the  “war  on  drugs"  has  always  meant 
a war  on  blacks,  here  it  is  again. 

Beginning  with  his  State  of  the  Union 
address.  Bush  has  laid  out  “family  val- 
ues” as  the  main  "issue”  for  his  ’92  elec- 
tion campaign.  In  his  speech  to  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters  on  "the 
decline  of  the  American  family."  he 
called  for  “a  nation  closer  to  ’The  Wal- 
tons’ than  'The  Simpsons’,"  in  reference 
to  TV's  hilariously  dysfunctional  car- 
toon family.  Accordingly,  in  that  week’s 
episode  Bart  Simpson  responded.  “Gee, 
we’re  just  like  the  Waltons.  We’re  pray- 
ing for  the  end  of  the  Depression,  too." 
What  “Poppy”  Bush  wants  to  do  is  bring 
back  Father  Knows  Best.  With  the  Bush 
administration  feeling  some  pressure 


from  the  even-further-right  wing,  and 
fearing  being  outpollcd  in  the  June  2 
California  primary  by  billionaire  H.  Ross 
Perot,  the  hoary  racist  code  words  of 
"family  values.”  "personal  responsibil- 
ity" and  "law  and  order"  are  being 
invoked  with  a vengeance. 

"The  New  Paternalism” 

Although  the  Republicans  are  clearly 
in  the  forefront  of  the  post-L.A.  reac- 
tionary backlash,  the  Democrats  are 
running  hard  to  catch  up  in  the  "tradi- 
tional family  values"  ratings.  Demo- 
cratic front-runner  Clinton  inanely 
called  for  a policy  that  "enshrines  family 
values  by  placing  a value  on  family." 
Across  the  country.  Democrats  are  vying 
with  Republicans  to  “reform”  welfare — 
denying  mothers  on  welfare  additional 
payments  for  each  child,  as  in  New 
Jersey,  or  fingerprinting  welfare  appli- 
cants and  slashing  the  budget  in  New 
York.  This  so-called  "new  paternalism" 
is  no  new  phenomenon;  one  of  the 
most  frequently  quoted  “authorities"  on 
the  disintegration  of  the  black  family 
is  Democrat  Daniel  Moynihan,  whose 
1965  tract,  “The  Negro  Family:  The  Case 
for  National  Action,"  sought  to  shift  the 
blame  for  the  social  problems  of  blacks 
from  the  racist  capitalist  system  onto 
single  black  mothers,  who  are  alleged  to 
have  "emasculated"  black  men. 

Under  this  racist  capitalist  system  in 
deep  economic  and  social  crisis,  welfare 
is  the  only  means  of  survival  for  over 


13  million  people  whom  the  ruling  class 
has  cut  off  from  productive  employment. 
Given  the  U.S.  economy’s  current  state, 
and  the  wholesale  demolition  or  migra- 
tion of  factories  which  took  place 
throughout  the  1980s,  many  of  these 
people  may  never  hold  a job  again.  But 
what  future  do  they  have  on  welfare. 


dependent  on  crumbs  from  a ruling  class 
which  couldn't  care  less  if  they  live  or 
die?  And  what  of  the  millions  of  home- 
less people  in  America?  To  even  get 
welfare,  you  need  a fixed  address.  Full 
employment  for  all  is  only  possible 
through  expropriation  of  the  capitalists’ 
wealth  and  productive  forces. 

The  all-sided  attacks  on  welfare  and 

OT 
CD 
< 

CD 
3 
</> 

3 

Q> 

3 

</> 


Single  mother  in 
Holland  Hotel, 
Manhattan,  1987. 
Closure  of  “SRO" 
hotels  has  thrown 
black  mothers 
and  children  onto 
the  street. 


single  mothers  reflect  a broader  quan- 
dary for  the  capitalist  class:  how  to  leg- 
islate the  two-parent,  Ozzie-and-Harriet 
style  family  into  existence  even  as  the 
decay  of  bourgeois  society  undermines 
it.  As  the  last  U.S.  census  showed,  there 
are  10.1  million  single  women  with  chil- 
dren, and  they  aren't  engaging  in  an 
"alternative  lifestyle"  inspired  by  listen- 
ing to  Madonna’s  “Papa  Don’t  Preach” 
or  watching  Murphy  Brown.  In  Dan 
Quayle’s  topsy-turvy  world,  “Marriage 
is  probably  the  best  anti-poverty  pro- 
gram of  all."  But  in  the  real  world,  as 
unemployment  skyrockets  and  rents  go 
through  the  roof,  working-class  people 
and  minorities  are  waiting  later  and  later 
to  move  out  of  their  parents’  homes  or 
get  married.  Especially  with  sex  educa- 
tion, contraception  and  abortion  getting 
less  and  less  accessible,  "accidents  are 
bound  to  happen."  And  if  you’re  an 
unemployed  woman  with  children,  you 
can’t  get  welfare  if  there’s  a man  living 
in  your  house.  So  go  figure. 

“Family  Values”  and 
Bourgeois  Reaction 

While  on  the  one  hand  capitalism  in  its 
degeneration  fosters  the  breakup  of  the 
traditional  family,  it  remains  a key  insti- 
tution of  the  capitalist  system.  It  is  the 
means  by  which  the  next  generation  of 
workers  is  raised,  based  on  the  parents’ 
wages  and  the  household  drudgery  of 


women.  The  traditional  family  is  a 
powerful  conservatizing  force,  instilling 
respect  for  authority,  religious  morality 
and  patterns  of  social  and  sexual  behav- 
ior. So  while  everything  from  household 
appliances  to  housewives  working  has 
tended  to  undercut  the  traditional  family, 
the  bourgeoisie  has  all  the  more  tried  to 
prop  it  up  through  laws,  organized  reli- 
gion and  other  forms  of  ruling-class  ide- 
ology. This  is  behind  the  ’80s  backlash 
against  women’s  liberation.  It  is  funda- 
mentally the  reason  for  the  drive  to 
deprive  women  of  their  right  to  abortion, 
and  for  the  vicious  persecution  of  homo- 
sexuals in  the  U.S. 

A number  of  feminist  authors,  such  as 
Susan  Faludi  in  Backlash  (1991),  have 
written  recently  about  the  1980s  rollback 
of  limited  gains  in  women’s  rights  during 
the  ’70s.  This  only  underlines  that  so 
long  as  capitalism  remains,  any  improve- 
ment in  the  lot  of  the  oppressed  will 
be  temporary  and  reversible.  This  is 
reflected  also  in  the  realm  of  popular 
culture.  Thus  in  the  1940s,  when  women 
were  needed  in  production,  there  was 
a spate  of  movies  with  independent 
women,  from  Katherine  Hepburn  and 
Rosalind  Russell  to  Ann  Sothern  in 
Swing  Shift  Maisie.  But  after  the  war. 
when  women  had  to  be  sent  back  to  the 
home,  there  was  a spate  of  movies  in 
which  women  find  fulfillment  as  house- 
wives in  the  monogamous  family.  In  the 
’70s,  coming  off  the  women’s  liberation 
movement,  you  had  An  Unmarried 
Woman,  Kramer  vs.  Kramer  (aka  'The 
Unmarried  Man’)  and  Alice  Doesn't  Live 
Here  Anymore  (‘The  Unmarried  Wait- 
ress’), but  in  the  Reaganite  ’80s,  the  pop 
culture  industry  plays  on  yuppies’  angst 
over  the  ticking  "biological  clock"  and 
we  get  a host  of  movies  like  Baby  Boom, 
She's  Having  a Baby  and  Three  Men  and 
a Baby. 

"Family  values”  is  a perennial  theme 
of  bourgeois  reaction,  such  as  the 
Nazis’  appeal  to  the  traditional  world- 
view of  the  narrow-minded  German 
middle  class,  encapsulated  in  the  catch 
phrase  " Kinder , Kiiche.  Kirche"  (chil- 
dren, kitchen,  church),  in  order  to  turn 
women  into  breeders  of  Aryan  warriors. 
(This  theme  was  echoed  by  the  anti- 
abortion mobs  in  Wichita  last  summer, 
who  carried  signs  "Support  Our  Unborn 
Troops’’!)  A century  and  a half  ago, 
Karl  Marx  and  Frederick  Engels,  the 
founders  of  modem  communism,  de- 
nounced "the  bourgeois  clap-trap  about 
the  family  and  education,  about  the  hal- 
lowed co-relation  of  parent  and  child” 
which  “becomes  all  the  more  disgusting, 
the  more,  by  the  action  of  Modem  Indus- 
try. all  family  ties  among  the  proletarians 
are  tom  asunder”  ( Communist  Manifesto 
(1848]).  The  Manifesto  proclaimed: 

"Abolition  of  the  family!  Even  the  most 

radical  flare  up  at  this  infamous  proposal 

of  the  Communists. 

"On  what  foundation  is  the  present  fam- 
ily. the  bourgeois  family,  based?  On  cap- 
ital. on  private  gain.  In  its  completely 

developed  form  this  family  exists  only 


Spartacist^J  Forums 


For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


L.A.  Upheaval  Shakes  America 
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the  heart  of  Koreatown.  In  part,  this 
reflected  the  anger  of  the  black  commu- 
nity over  the  case  of  Latasha  Harlins, 
the  teenage  girl  murdered  by  a bullet  in 
the  back  by  a Korean  shopkeeper  who 
was  let  off  with  a $500  fine. 

Now  anti-Asian  chauvinism  has  be- 
come a program  of  a layer  of  "black  cap- 
italists" who  leech  off  the  misery  of 
ghetto  blacks,  most  widely  propagated 
by  Louis  Farrakhan.  Davis  writes  of  the 
conscious  agenda  of  those  who  sought 
the  destruction  of  Korean  merchants  in 
the  ghetto: 

"I  saw  graffiti  in  South  Central  that 
advocated,  ‘Day  one:  bum  them  out.  Day 
two:  we  rebuild.’  The  only  national  lead- 
er whom  most  Crips  and  Bloods  seem 
to  take  seriously  is  Louis  Farrakhan. 
and  his  goal  of  black  economic  self- 
determination  is  broadly  embraced... 
At  the  Inglewood  gang  summit,  which 
took  place  on  May  5,  there  were  repeated 
references  to  a renaissance  of  black 
capitalism  out  of  the  ashes  of  Korean 
businesses.  'After  all,'  an  ex-Crip  told 
me  later,  ‘we  didn't  burn  our  community, 
just  their  stores'.” 

These  aspiring  black  capitalist  profiteers 
are  enemies  of  the  black  dispossessed. 

To  defeat  the  most  powerful  ruling 
class  in  history  requires  a class  fight — 
black,  white.  Latino,  Asian — to  rip  the 
wealth  and  productive  forces  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  capitalist  exploiters.  What’s 
needed  is  the  power  of  labor  mobilized 
in  defense  of  minorities.  As  we  declared 
in  a 30  April  leaflet  by  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  a Workers  Van- 
guard supplement  (100.000  distributed 
nationally.  10,000  in  L.A.):  "the  power- 
ful L.A.  unions  such  as  longshore,  aero- 
space and  city  workers  should  organize 
work  stoppages  and  mass  mobilizations 
to  solidarize  with  and  defend  the  black 
community." 

The  troops  of  the  class  war  must  be 
brought  together  behind  a conscious 
revolutionary  leadership,  a multiracial 
workers  party  that  champions  all  the 
oppressed,  to  smash  capitalism  and  take 
power.  ■ 


Los  Angeles... 

(continued  from  page  l ) 

Olympic  track  gold  medalist  Al  Joyner 
bowed  out  of  contention  for  the  U.S. 
team  in  the  Barcelona  games,  saying 
he  had  been  traumatized  by  the  police 
in  the  aftermath  of  the  riot.  Joyner 
was  driving  his  wife  Florence  Griffith- 
Joyner's  Japanese  sports  car,  when  he 
was  pulled  over  by  cops,  handcuffed  and 
forced  to  kneel  on  the  sidewalk  with 
guns  pointed  at  his  head.  Two  blocks 
later  he  was  stopped  again  by  police  as 
a suspected  “hit  and  run"  driver. 

“I  faced  a group  of  LAPD  officers  who 
pointed  a gun  at  my  head  for  no  reasons 
except  the  color  of  my  skin,"  Joyner 
stated.  “My  dreams  of  becoming  an 
Olympic  champion  again  were  shattered, 
and  I have  been  trying  with  all  my  heart 
and  soul  to  put  this  behind  me  and  move 
on.  But  the  pain  persists,  the  nightmares 
haunt  me,  and  my  thoughts  are  con- 
stantly disturbed." 

Another  flash  point  in  South-Central 
L.A.  is  over  the  case  of  three  black  men 
who  were  arrested  by  Chief  Daryl  Gates 
and  an  army  of  cops  and  charged  with 
the  vicious  beating  of  white  truck  driver 
Reginald  Denny  in  the  first  hours  of  the 
riot.  This  gruesome  thuggery  has  been 
repeatedly  replayed  on  TV  and  is  being 
used  in  pro-cop  commercials.  As  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  (22  May)  noted,  this  trial 
is  seen  as  a “litmus  test  of  equal  justice": 
Rodney  King’s  assailants  walked,  what 
will  happen  in  this  videotaped  assault? 
We  have  called  for  freedom  for  the  thou- 
sands of  victims  of  the  racist  cop  round- 
ups. but  whoever  brutally  beat  Reginald 
Denny  because  of  the  color  of  his  skin 
are  criminals  who  should  be  behind  bars, 
as  should  the  racist  cop  lynch  mob  that 
beat  Rodney  King! 

The  capitalist  media  has  followed  up 
its  not  hysteria  with  headlines  prat- 
tling about  "healing"  and  "rebuilding," 
usually  quoting  a preacher  or  two.  And 
the  black  Democratic  Party  establishment 


system.  Long  a non-union  town,  in  recent 
years  L.A.  is  changing  in  major  ways. 
There  is  now  a burgeoning  multiracial 
union  movement,  with  a big  component 
of  radicalized  Central  American  workers, 
that  is  gaining  confidence  and  a sense 
of  its  own  power.  Two  weeks  ago  the 
janitors  of  SEIU  Local  399  marched 
demanding  justice  after  the  Rodney  King 
verdict  and  protesting  the  criminalization 
of  "illegal  aliens.”  And  since  their  city- 
wide contract  expired  in  mid-April,  Local 
1 1 of  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employ- 
ees Union  has  staged  marches  and  civil 
disobedience  actions.  On  May  2 1 , a thou- 
sand hotel  workers  marched  from  Cen- 
tury City  to  Beverly  Hills  demanding 
health  care  and  job  security. 

In  L.A.  there  are  powerful  forces  for 
the  revolutionary  unity  of  the  workers 
and  the  oppressed.  There  are  also  sinister 
demagogues  who  seek  to  cash  in  on  the 
poison  of  racist  hate  and  anti-Asian 
chauvinism  spewed  by  a bankrupt  Amer- 
ican ruling  class.  Mike  Davis  reports  in 
the  Nation  ( I June)  that  in  the  arson  fires 
that  lit  up  L.A..  Korean  merchants  were 
ruthlessly  singled  out.  suffering  damage 
to  almost  2,000  stores  from  Compton  to 


From  the 
rooftop, 
watching  the 
Marines  move 
into  L.A. 


begs  Bush  for  more  crumbs  and  pushes 
voter  registration.  Any  fool  can  see  that 
L.A.  remains  a powder  keg  about  to 
blow.  Last  week  the  LAPD  went  on 
tactical  alert  in  southeast  L.A.  County, 
following  the  hung  jury  in  the  case  of 
killer  cop  Skiles,  who  blew  away  two 
Samoan  brothers  in  March  1991.  Samoan 
community  leaders  strained  to  keep  the 
lid  on,  organizing  rallies  to  blow  off 
steam. 

Make  no  mistake,  the  "healing"  won’t 
begin  this  side  of  a social  revolution. 
The  L.A.  upheaval  was  an  elemental 
outpouring  of  anger  and  desperation 
from  the  poor  and  oppressed  of  every 
race.  An  analysis  of  the  first  5,000 
arrests  from  all  over  the  city  revealed 
that  52  percent  were  poor  Latinos,  10 
percent  whites,  and  38  percent  blacks. 
Even  an  official  in  the  Bush  administra- 
tion, Associate  Attorney  General  Wayne 
Budd,  noted  that  “problems  of  class  not 
race,  constituted  most  of  the  tensions 
that  led  to  the  riots”  ( New  York  Times, 
23  May). 

The  riot  was  about  class  and  race.  And 
it  is  integrated  class  struggle  that  can 
bring  down  this  whole  racist  capitalist 
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among  the  bourgeoisie.  But  this  state  of 
things  finds  its  complement  in  the  prac- 
tical absence  of  the  family  among  the 
proletarians,  and  in  public  prostitution. 
"The  bourgeois  family  will  vanish  as  a 
matter  of  course  when  its  complement 
vanishes,  and  both  will  vanish  with  the 
vanishing  of  capital." 

The  whole  concept  of  "illegitimacy” 
which  gets  Quayle  so  hot  under  the  collar 
is  fundamental  to  capitalism’s  oppres- 
sion of  women.  The  family  developed 
to  ensure  the  passage  of  property  to  the 
patriarch’s  children,  necessitating  the 
forced  monogamy  of  women.  In  class 
society,  inheritance  of  property  and 
social  power  is  the  means  by  which  the 
few  are  set  over  and  above  the  many — 
just  ask  a Rockefeller.  Also,  as  Engels 
noted  in  his  groundbreaking  work.  The 
Origin  of  the  Family,  Private  Property 
and  the  State  (1884): 

"The  modem  individual  family  is  found- 
ed on  the  open  or  concealed  domestic 
slavery  of  the  wife,  and  modem  society 
is  a mass  composed  of  these  individual 
families  as  its  molecules.  .. 

"With  the  transfer  of  the  means  of  pro- 
duction into  common  ownership,  the 
single  family  ceases  to  be  the  economic 


unit  of  society.  Private  housekeeping 
is  transformed  into  a social  industry. 
The  care  and  education  of  the  children 
becomes  a public  affair;  society  looks 
after  all  children  alike,  whether  they  are 
legitimate  or  not." 

Abolition  of  the  legal  concept  of  illegit- 
imacy was  one  of  the  first  laws  enacted 
by  Lenin’s  Bolsheviks  after  the  1917 
Russian  Revolution. 

During  capitalism's  progressive  pe- 
riod of  development  and  expansion, 
when  child  labor  was  commonplace. 
Karl  Marx  wrote  in  Capital : 

"However  terrible,  however  repulsive, 
the  break-up  of  the  old  family  system 
within  the  organism  of  capitalist  society 
may  seem;  nonetheless,  large-scale 
industry,  by  assigning  to  women  and 
young  persons  and  children  of  both 
sexes,  a decisive  role  in  the  socially 
organised  process  of  production,  and  a 
role  which  has  to  be  fulfilled  outside 
the  home,  is  building  the  new  economic 
foundation  for  a higher  form  of  the 
family  and  of  the  relations  between  the 
sexes." 

Today,  in  capitalism’s  period  of  decline, 
even  adult  black  men  are  thrown  into 
permanent  unemployment,  while  a gen- 


eration of  teenage  ghetto  youth  face 
the  prospect  of  never  participating  in 
social  labor. 

The  unbreakable  link  between  capital- 
ist class  society  and  the  family  makes  it 
clear  that  the  liberation  of  women  and 
of  oppressed  minorities  can  only  come 
about  in  a socialist  society  in  which  the 
productive  forces  are  put  at  the  service 
of  humanity.  Then  the  institution  of 
the  family  can  be  replaced  with  social- 
ized childcare  and  housework,  freeing 
women  to  be  full  participants  in  social 
and  political  life,  breaking  the  chains 
imposed  by  organized  religion  and  the 
state. 

Under  the  banner  of  “traditional  val- 
ues," U.S.  imperialism  has  sought  to 
impose  its  "New  World  Order"  on  the 
world,  to  the  tune  of  100,000  Iraqi  dead, 
while  crushing  workers  organizations 
and  social  programs  at  home.  Its  "law 
and  order”  means  the  cops’  brutal  reign 
of  terror  against  blacks,  Hispanics  and 
the  labor  movement.  Its  “family  values" 
mean  the  bombing  of  abortion  clinics 
and  starvation  of  young  mothers  with 
children  along  with  the  aged  and  infirm. 


The  goal  of  Marxists  is  to  liberate  man- 
kind from  the  misery  of  exploitation, 
from  racial  oppression,  from  the  domes- 
tic slavery  and  stultifying  restrictions  of 
the  family,  through  socialist  revolution, 
so  that  once  freed  of  these  moral  strait- 
jackets  they  can  then  decide  for  them- 
selves what  they  want  to  do.  ■ 
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S.F.  Cop  Bonapartism  and  Kav  Time* 
the  Gay  Paper  Caper 


The  front  page  that 
hung  Hongisto. 


SAN  FRANCISCO — The  outrage  over 
SF  top  cop  Richard  Hongisto’s  crack- 
down on  protests  over  the  Rodney  King 
verdict  was  still  hot  when  the  chief  tram- 
pled on  one  constitutional  right  too 
many.  Predawn  on  May  8,  some  2,000 
copies  of  the  free  biweekly  gay  newspa- 
per Bay  Times  were  stolen  from  news- 
racks  by  cops  acting,  so  they  said,  on 
Hongisto’s  orders,  and  squirreled  away 
in  a cop's  basement.  The  "offending" 
paper’s  cover  showed  a composite  photo 
of  the  Chief  masturbating  his  nightstick 
and  was  headlined.  “Dick’s  Cool  New 
Tool:  Martial  Law." 

To  Mayor  Jordan’s  hand-picked  Police 
Commission,  busting  a couple  thousand 
anti-racist  protesters  who  took  to  the 
streets  in  outrage  is  one  thing,  but  now 
Hongisto  was  a liability  and  they  fired 
him  after  just  45  days  in  office.  Ever 
since.  Hongisto’s  been  squealing  like  a 
stuck  pig.  Protesting  that  he’d  only  asked 
the  newspaper  be  distributed  to  cops 
(so  they  could  read  the  article),  not 
stolen.  Hongisto  fumed.  “I  guess  what 
the  commission  saw  was  2,000  people 
bitching  about  being  arrested  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  who  cater  to  that 
crowd... asking  for  my  head."  Of  course, 
it  didn't  help  Hongisto  that  Police  Com- 
mission member  Ed  Campana  was  him- 
self almost  arrested  twice  as  he  was 
observing  the  May  8 fiasco. 

Hongisto’s  liberal  friends  are  stunned 
and  amazed  at  his  behavior.  But  the  man 
speaks  for  himself.  Asked  some  years 
back  what  figure  in  history  he’d  choose 
to  be.  Hongisto  answered:  Hitler,  so  he 


could  reverse  the  evil  done  ( San  Fran- 
cisco Examiner,  15  May). 

In  fact,  there  is  a whiff  of  the  fascistic 
about  Hongisto.  Even  some  veteran 
protest-smashers  in  the  SFPD  have 
expressed  qualms  about  the  Chief’s  m.o., 
including  nightly  cruises  he  made 
through  the  Tenderloin  district  with  a 
searchlight  and  loudspeaker,  swooping 
down  on  "criminals."  The  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  (14  May)  quotes  a "high- 
ranking  officer"  about  Hongisto’s  “fixa- 
tion" with  busting  prostitutes,  and  his 
call  to  " Round  up  the  whores’." 

As  SF  County  sheriff  in  the  ’70s, 
Hongisto  won  infamy  when  he  at  first 
refused  to  evict  poor  tenants  from  the 
International  Hotel,  and  then,  when  a 
court  order  came  down,  personally  took 
to  the  task  with  gusto  and  a sledgeham- 
mer. Always  an  opportunist,  millionaire 
Hongisto’s  career  has  included  stints  as 
prison  warden  and  Cleveland  chief  of 
police.  Pretty  strange  even  for  what  con- 
stitutes a “liberal”  nowadays. 

Mayor  Jordan’s  racist  constituency 
turned  out  at  a May  20  Police  Commis- 
sion meeting  to  howl  against  the  firing 
of  Hongisto,  and  weird  Warren  Hinckle 
wrote  a long  defense  of  Hongisto  in  the 
SF  Independent,  stating  the  firing  was  a 
political  coup  by  the  chief’s  enemies 
in  the  SFPD.  No  doubt,  some  of  the 
department  brass  were  worried  about 
the  effects  of  the  chief’s  "unorthodox" 
practices  and  did  want  him  out  of  the 
way. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  King  verdict, 
the  ruling  stratum  in  SF  was  hysterical 


and  divided.  Mass  outrage  over  Jordan 
and  Hongisto’s  police-state  measures 
led  liberal  members  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  to  cancel  the  cops'  "emer- 
gency" martial  law  powers  (which  the 
Board  initially  approved).  But  Hongisto 
ignored  the  cancellation  of  his  mandate, 
and  on  May  8 set  up  a police  trap, 
sweeping  up  and  jailing  575  people.  This 
"pre-emptive  strike"  was  a bridge  too 
far  for  a more  conciliatory  wing  of  the 
bourgeoisie. 

In  the  end.  Hongisto’s  antics  proved 
too  expensive  for  ex-police  chief  Jor- 
dan’s troubled  regime,  so  he  had  to  be 
removed.  But  behind  the  politics-as- 
circus  is  etched  the  deadly  serious  face 
of  capitalist  class  rule.  The  spectre  of 
the  "underclass"  surging  in  the  direction 
of  downtown  brings  forth  screams  from 


the  propertied  few  and  their  hirelings 
for  increased  powers  of  repression  and 
control. 

Hongisto  justified  the  initial  cop 
crackdown  by  darkly  alluding  to  revo- 
lutionary plots  fomented  by  Berkeley 
students  and  other  intellectuals.  The  SF 
Weekly  (6  May)  quoted  Hongisto  saying, 
"Yesterday  you  had  sophisticated  Cau- 
casian students  and  political  organizers 
who  organized  demonstrations,  got  a lot 
of  poor  people  involved  that  were  angry 
about  their  status  in  life  and  their  situa- 
tion, and  involved  them  in  the  looting 
and  destroying  of  downtown.  And  we’re 
not  going  to  let  it  happen.” 

In  a crude  way,  Hongisto  voices  the 
bourgeoisie's  fear  of  an  integrated, 
organized  uprising  to  uproot  their  class 
rule.  That  day  is  still  to  come.  ■ 


Ox  Gored... 

(continued  from  page  4) 

social  vision  of  any  kind,  even  in  the 
parochially  limited  arena  of  the  printing 
trades. 

incidentally,  if  Ferguson  is  so  proud 
of  his  role  in  shafting  the  retirees,  why 
did  his  buddies  in  the  grossly  misnamed 
Bolshevik  Tendency  (BT)  cover  it  up  in 
selectively  reprinting  from  the  Militant 
Printer  in  their  recent  1917  West ? 

The  BT’s  departure  from  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  and  revolutionary  politics 
was  in  no  small  part  a capitulation  to 
the  anti-communist  ideological  pres- 
sures of  the  Reagan  era,  as  transmitted 
by  the  trade-union  bureaucracies.  Thus 
on  the  PATCO  strike,  while  the  SL  was 
at  Oakland  and  SF  International  with  our 
paper  and  signs  calling  for  "Labor:  Shut 
Down  the  Airports,”  which  the  bureau- 
crats tried  to  censor,  the  future  BTers 
ballyhooed  the  AFL-CIO  tops’  self- 
serving  consumer  boycott  calling  on  “the 
public"  not  to  fly.  Meanwhile,  the 
bureaucrats  refused  to  put  up  picket  lines 
to  pull  out  the  pilots.  Machinists,  Team- 


sters— who  kept  the  airports  functioning. 

Coming  to  the  defense  of  the  pro- 
capitalist labor  bureaucracy,  the  BT 
objected  when  we  called  Doug  Fraser  a 
company  cop  as  he  joined  Chrysler’s 
board  of  directors.  When  the  SL  initiated 
a labor/black  mobilization  that  stopped 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  from  marching  in 
Washington,  D.C.  in  November  1982, 
the  BT  sneered  at  this  as  “ghetto"  work, 
claiming  we  were  abandoning  "union 
work."  Their  idea  of  the  latter  is  exem- 
plified by  Ferguson’s  fall  1990  election 
campaign,  when  he  put  out  a flurry  of 
Militant  Printers  filled  with  pure  econ- 
omism — the  only  mention  of  Bush’s  war 
buildup  in  the  Persian  Gulf  was  one 
social-patriotic  line  about  "our  sons  and 
daughters  who  will  die”  and  nary  a word 
about  defending  Iraq. 

This  adoption  of  the  chauvinist  world- 
view of  the  American  labor  bureaucracy 
was  clearly  displayed  over  the  recent 
L.A.  upheaval.  A 15  May  BT  leaflet 
scandalously  called  for  “workers  defense 
guards"  in  order  to  "expose  the  futility 
of  individual  terrorism,  and  thus  prevent 
spontaneous  explosions,  like  riots"  (see 
graphic).  Issued  two  weeks  after  the 


explosion  of  outrage  over  the  racist  ver- 
dict absolving  the  LAPD  killer  cops,  this 
is  nothing  less  than  a call  to  enlist  labor 
to  police  the  ghettos  and  barrios  in  the 
interests  of  capitalist  “law  and  order"! 

As  Lenin  wrote  in  What  Is  To  Be 
Done?,  the  Bolshevik’s  ideal  "should  not 
be  the  trade-union  secretary,  but  the  trib- 
une of  the  people."  With  their  caricature 
of  economist,  chauvinist  trade  unionism. 
Fred  Ferguson  and  the  BT  have  got  it 
exactly  backwards.  ■ 

CPUSA... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

PWW,  Davidow  enthused  over  the 
recently  formed  “United  Opposition," 
which  formalizes  the  Stalinists'  (as  well 
as  Roy  Medvedev’s  Gorbachevite  social 
democrats’)  bloc  with  such  outfits  as  the 
“All  Slav  Assembly"  and  the  "Society 
of  Christian  Revival.”  In  language  that 
could  have  been  lifted  from  Pamyat, 
Davidow  whitewashes  such  "national- 
ist tendencies"  as  a "not  surprising” 
response  to  "mass  persecution  of 
Russian-speaking  minorities  in  other 
republics.”  He  continues: 

"Extreme  nationalist  forces  are  attempt- 
ing to  exploit  these  grievances  and  anti- 
Semitism  is  making  its  appearance 
among  them.  It  is  precisely  an  alliance 
like  the  United  Opposition  that  can  best 
fight  against  these  dangers." 

So  the  way  to  fight  resurgent  anti- 
Semitism  is  by... joining  with  the  anti- 
Semites! 

Davidow  concedes  that  "Many  patri- 
otic groups,  for  example,  view  the  Octo- 
ber Revolution  as  ‘Russia's  tragedy’.’’ 
“But,”  he  concludes,  "the  alliance  marks 
an  important  stage  in  the  struggle  for  a 
united  socialist  state."  In  the  old  days. 
Stalinist  hacks  like  Davidow  were  justi- 
fying blocs  with  supposedly  "progres- 


sive" bourgeois  forces  in  the  name  of 
"democracy."  Now,  with  the  fate  of  the 
October  Revolution  hanging  in  the  bal- 
ance, they  have  to  explain  how  an  alliance 
with  Great  Russian  chauvinists  and  fas- 
cist reactionaries  furthers  “the  struggle 
for  a united  socialist  state."  Even  in  the 
framework  of  time-dishonored  Stalinist 
doublespeak,  this  is  surely  a new  low. 

Meanwhile,  the  CP’s  erstwhile  front 
group,  the  Soviet-American  Friendship 
Society,  has  renamed  itself  the  Associa- 
tion for  American-Russian  Relations 
(like  the  State  Department?).  With  the 
name  goes  the  game.  The  Spring  issue 
of  the  New  York  Friendship  Bulletin  car- 
ries a glowing  eyewitness  account  of 
Yeltsin's  pro-imperialist  countercoup 
last  August  and  the  Russian  people's 
"journey  toward  freedom"! 

A front-page  article  purrs  that  “when 
we  were  called  to  provide  a program  for 
the  wife  of  Boris  Yeltsin,  the  President 
of  Russia,  it  made  us  feel  quite  impor- 
tant." As  they  were  feting  Mrs.  Yeltsin 
on  the  evening  of  January  29,  the  Spar- 
tacist  League  was  militantly  protesting 
with  the  call  "Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  Coun- 
terrevolution!” outside  hubby  Boris's 
Wall  Street  banquet  with  the  capitalist 
financiers. 

The  Friendship  Bulletin's  craven  bow- 
ing to  Yeltsin  is  not  as  incompatible  with 
the  CP’s  support  to  the  nationalist  oppo- 
sition as  it  might  appear.  The  RKRP  et 
al.  seek  to  channel  the  anger  and  frus- 
tration of  Soviet  working  people  into  a 
battering  ram  for  Great  Russian  chau- 
vinism. with  the  aim  of  pressuring  Yel- 
tsin or  imposing  a more  nationalist- 
sounding, Pinochet-style  strongman  like 
Russian  vice  president  Rutskoi. 

The  CPUSA,  bereft  of  its  lodestar  now 
that  the  Kremlin  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
has  collapsed,  is  clearly  in  a tailspin  into 
oblivion.  ■ 
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This  will  also  expose  the  futility  of  individual  terrorism,  and  thus  prevent  bloody  spon- 
taneous explosions,  like  riots.  Workers  defense  guards  thereby  have  the  potential  of  being  i 
ice  to  and  minima lizing  violence. 


Mm 


The  worldview  of  the  labor  aristocracy:  “BT”  leaflet  calls  on  workers  defense 
guards  to  “expose  terrorism"  and  “prevent  riots" — l.e.,  preserve  capitalist  order 
against  black  outrage. 


8 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Germany... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

only  to  see  the  whole  region  blow  up  in 
internecine  civil  war.  The  departure  of 
Genscher  after  18  years  as  foreign  min- 
ister. the  third  cabinet  resignation  in  a 
month,  shows  how  shaky  the  Bonn 
regime  is.  TV  coverage  of  German  tanks 
in  Turkish  Kurdistan  blowing  away 
women  and  children  on  Kurdish  New 
Year  cost  Kohl's  defense  minister  his 
job.  And  while  mocking  the  Americans 
for  having  to  beg  Bonn  for  money  to 
finance  the  carpetbombing  of  the  Iraqi 
population  in  its  Persian  Gulf  “war."  the 
Fourth  Reich  is  accumulating  its  own 
debt  “mountain." 

Bonn  pumped  more  than  180  billion 
D-marks  into  East  Germany  last  year 
(168  billion  in  public  subsidies.  15  bil- 
lion in  private  investment).  It  has  also 
invested  75  billion  D-marks  to  further 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  another  105  billion  in  East  Europe 
to  turn  the  former  deformed  workers 
states  into  Deutsche  Bank  neocolonies. 
So  it  has  to  get  the  money  from  some- 
where. The  Bundesbank,  the  central 
banker  for  Europe,  can  put  the  squeeze 
on  the  capitalists  of  Britain.  France. 
Italy.  Switzerland,  etc.  by  keeping  inter- 
est rates  high.  But  that  is  not  enough. 
The  bourgeoisie  is  also  seeking  to 
increase  the  rate  of  exploitation  of  the 
workers  throughout  Germany. 

This  has  been  at  the  heart  of  the 
current  offensive  against  the  unions  on 
the  part  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  govern- 
ment. Even  before  Anschluss  (annex- 
ation of  the  DDR)  Bonn  began  its 
campaign  of  slashing  benefits  with  its 
so-called  “health  services  reform."  Last 
year  they  launched  a concerted  campaign 
over  sick  pay.  with  Der  Spiegel  scream- 
ing about  workers  "partying"  on  sick 
days  ( krankfeiern ).  Now.  after  40  years, 
the  CDU/FDP(Free  Democratic)  cabinet 
is  demanding  the  reintroduction  of 
unpaid  sick  days,  provoking  an  angry 
reaction  from  the  unions. 

This  year  the  wage  confrontations 
began  in  steel,  a lower-paid  sector  of  IG 
Metall  where  negotiations  were  dragged 
out  to  the  beginning  of  1992.  Then 
came  the  bank  employees,  where  despite 
weak  union  organization  rotating  work 
stoppages  went  on  for  six  weeks.  Next 
up  were  OTV,  postal  workers  and  rail. 
Bonn  intended  to  face  down  these 
sectors  before  a showdown  with  the 
Metal  Workers,  the  most  powerful  union 
in  the  capitalist  West.  And  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  OTV  strike,  tens  of  thousands 
of  layoffs  were  announced  in  West  Ger- 
man auto  as  part  of  "rationalization” 
schemes  in  the  name  of  "international 
competitiveness." 

Yet  the  steel  bosses  backed  off  from 
a strike  at  the  last  minute.  In  OTV.  Kohl 
threw  down  the  gauntlet  over  4.8  per- 
cent. determined  to  make  the  union 
crawl.  But  he  suffered  a defeat  even 
though  OTV  leader  Wulf-Mathies  sold 
out  the  ranks — who  were  ready  to  strike 
for  a lot  more,  and  a lot  longer  than 
eleven  days.  Yet  with  its  “warning 
strikes"  and  "rolling  strikes"  the  OTV 


leadership  played  by  the  rules  of  the 
class-collaborationist  game.  While  Kohl 
got  a slap  on  the  ear.  the  unions  should 
have  shut  the  country  down  tight,  against 
both  the  CDU/CSU/FDP  federal  govern- 
ment and  the  SPD-led  state  governments. 
That  would  have  thrown  a wrench  in  the 
bosses’  drive  against  the  Metal  Workers 
and  the  rest  of  the  labor  movement. 

East  and  West — 

Strike  Together! 

We  wrote  in  May  ( Spartakist  No.  95): 
“Just  casting  a glance  at  the  Berlin  sub- 
way shows  that  a spark  could  set  off  a 
citywide  strike.  A common  strike  of  all 
OTV  members,  in  the  West  and  the  East, 
would  really  shake  the  country  and  dem- 
onstrate the  strength  of  the  working 
class." 

On  Monday.  May  4.  East  Berlin  transit 
workers  walked  out  in  a spontaneous 
strike  in  solidarity  with  their  class  broth- 
ers in  the  West,  risking  their  own  jobs 
in  the  face  of  mass  unemployment.  One 
after  another,  several  bams  went  out. 
Altogether  30  out  of  38  streetcar  lines 
and  a dozen  bus  lines  in  East  Berlin  shut 


down.  The  subway  did  not  run  at  all. 
For  24  hours  East  Berlin  transit  was  vir- 
tually closed  down.  At  the  Lichtenberg 
depot  the  gate  was  shut  with  a banner 
that  read  "Equal  Work,  Equal  Pay!” 

The  old  Stalinist  lie  that  the  West  Ger- 
man workers  would  never  Fight  has  been 
burst.  As  a letter  to  the  editor  in  the  Ber- 
liner Zeitung  said.  “Mass  strikes  produce 
clarity."  Now  East  Berlin  transit  workers 
are  particularly  bitter  about  OTV  bureau- 
crats who  worked  overtime  to  get  them 
back  to  work,  with  the  threat  of  punitive 
Firings  hanging  over  their  heads.  But 
remember — the  only  “illegal"  strike  is 
one  that  loses.  There  were  also  reports 
of  brief  stoppages  in  Thuringen  and 
Sachsen.  The  prospect  of  a nationwide 
transport  strike  had  the  bourgeoisie 
sweating.  Joint  strike  action  East  and 
West  is  key! 

The  bosses  and  the  SPD/DGB  (trade- 
union  federation)  bureaucrats  have  tried 
everything  to  keep  the  workers  in  East 


and  West  divided,  and  to  play  them 
off  against  one  another.  The  anti- 
communist witchhunt  they  have  been 
running  is  designed  to  ideologically 
purge  the  workforce  and  to  demoralize 
and  paralyze  it.  This  was  graphically 
shown  in  the  East  Berlin  nurses  strike 
last  autumn,  where  a witchhunt  at  the 
Charity  hospital  was  instrumental  in 
demobilizing  the  strike.  But  now  work- 
ers are  increasingly  sick  of  it,  particu- 
larly when  they  start  to  fight.  At  the 
Lichtenberg  transit  depot,  the  city’s  fir- 
ing of  bus  drivers  and  other  workers  as 
part  of  the  anti-Stasi  witchhunt  has  pro- 
duced outrage  among  their  coworkers. 

Last  December  the  Hennigsdorf  steel 
workers  occupied  their  plant  near  Berlin 
for  13  days  against  plans  for  a takeover 
and  mass  layoffs.  On  the  eve  of  the 
negotiations  in  the  West  German  steel 
industry,  they  were  ready  to  strike  in 
solidarity  with  their  fellow  workers  in 
the  West — even  the  picket  signs  were 
ready.  Instead,  with  the  steel  bosses  the 
IG  Metall  tops  pulled  out  all  the  stops 
to  get  the  factory  occupation  off  the 


agenda  before  the  confrontation  in  West 
German  steel,  and  sold  the  workers  down 
the  river.  In  the  OTV  strike,  the  Tem- 
pelhof  and  Tegel  airports  in  Berlin  were 
shut  down,  but  the  bosses  agreed  with 
the  OTV  tops  to  keep  open  the 
Schonefeld  airport  in  the  East.  Joint 
action  with  Schonefeld  workers  cutting 
off  the  new  imperial  capital  would  have 
had  enormous  repercussions.  But  that's 
exactly  what  the  union  bureaucrats 
didn’t  want. 

The  DGB  even  tried  to  hold  its  May 
Day  demonstrations  under  the  pay-for- 
Anschluss  slogan  “Sharing  Binds."  Fol- 
lowing Kohl,  the  bureaucrats’  idea  of 
"solidarity”  is  telling  the  workers  in  the 
West  to  tighten  their  belts  for  the  Frank- 
furt moneybags,  after  destroying  the  East 
German  economy.  Thus  the  arrogant 
union  bureaucrats  foster  disgusting  anti- 
“Ossie”  sentiment  (while  as  part  of  the 
witchhunt  mainly  “Wessies"  staff  their 
offices  in  the  East).  But  the  bureaucrats' 


app«  il  ti*  Fourth  Reich  nationalism  was 
hast  .I\  withdrawn  in  the  face  of  outraged 
proie, t from  the  member  unions  and 
replaced  in  a number  of  cities,  includ- 
ing Augsburg  (the  central  DGB  rally), 
Essen  and  Berlin,  with  “Solidarity  Is  an 
Obligation." 

Now  the  banks  and  trusts  are  raking 
in  profits  like  never  before.  For  them  the 
government  has  announced  drastic  cuts 
in  taxes  on  interest  and  capital  gains;  for 
the  workers  there  are  draconian  austerity 
measures.  Bonn  dismembered  the  East 
German  health  care  system  and  is  slash- 
ing it  in  the  West,  and  now  it  wants  to 
Finance  reunification  out  of  unemploy- 
ment and  retraining  benefits.  While  the 
SPD/DGB  is  verbally  protesting  this 
measure,  it  too  is  an  effect  of  a counter- 
revolution in  East  Germany  which  they 
spearheaded,  giving  the  capitalists  free 
rein  to  liquidate  historic  gains  of  the  East 
German  working  people.  The  German 
bourgeoisie  and  its  helpers  want  revenge 
for  its  defeat  by  the  Red  Army  in  1945. 
and  want  to  root  out  any  memory  of  the 
workers  state  in  the  East. 

In  late  1989  and  early  1990.  as  the 
Stalinist  Honecker  regime  started  to 
crumble  and  masses  of  East  German 
working  people  in  the  streets  were 
demanding  real  socialism,  the  SpAD’s 
predecessors,  the  Trotzkistische  Liga 
and  Spartakist-Gruppen.  intervened  to 
fight  for  proletarian  political  revolution 
from  East  Berlin  to  Moscow,  and  for  a 
social  revolution  in  the  West — for  a red 
Germany  of  workers  councils.  When  the 
working  class  failed  to  move  in  the 
absence  of  a revolutionary  party  strong 
enough  to  lead  it.  German  imperialism 
mobilized  its  power  to  ram  through 
counterrevolution  by  reunification.  The 
Spartakists  alone  intransigent^  opposed 
capitalist  reunification.  Meanwhile  the 
PDS  (Party  of  Democratic  Socialism, 
successor  to  the  former  Stalinist  ruling 
party  of  the  DDR)  and  the  rest  of  the 
so-called  left  were  on  their  knees  beg- 
ging for  reunification  "one  (DDR-mark) 
to  one  (West  German  D-mark),"  and  the 
SPD  were  Kohl's  bloodhounds  as  Bonn 
moved  in  for  the  kill. 

In  the  aftermath,  we  Spartakists  called 
for  workers’  resistance  against  the 
destruction  wrought  by  the  Fourth  Reich 
while  the  SPD-led  factory  councils  were 
strangling  workers’  struggles  and  "co- 
determining”  East  German  plant  clo- 
sures. From  the  beginning  the  SpAD  has 
fought  against  the  vicious  SPD-led  anti- 
Communist  witchhunt,  exposing  it  as  a 
tool  of  the  rulers  to  paralyze  and  split 
the  workers,  and  demanded  “Hands  off 
Markus  Wolf  [chief  of  DDR  intelli- 
gence!, Erich  Honecker  [DDR  head  of 
state)  and  Erich  Mielke  [DDR  state  secu- 
rity minister)!"  Throughout  we  have 
fought  for  joint  class  struggle  by  workers 
East  and  West. 

Full  Citizenship  Rights 
for  Immigrants 

A campaign  to  weaken  the  working 
class  by  splitting  it  along  lines  of  nation- 
ality is  being  run  by  a racist  popular  front 
against  immigrants  that  extends  from 
the  CDU  to  the  SPD.  the  Greens  and  the 
continued  on  page  10 


East  Berlin,  May  4:  Transport  workers  spread  West  German  public  service 
strike  to  the  East  in  wildcat  strike  demanding  “Equal  Work,  Equal  Pay.”  United 
workers  struggle  could  bring  Fourth  Reich  to  its  knees. 


Spartakist  Workers  Party  called  for  workers  mobilization  against  Nazi  provocation  in  Halle  (right),  9 November  1991.  Spartakist  banner  calls:  “Workers/Immigrants: 
Stop  the  Nazis!" 
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Drive  by  German  imperialism  turned  incipient  proletarian  political  revolution  into  capitalist 
counterrevolution.  Above:  Berlin,  November  1989,  protesters  carry  banner  "For  Communist 
Ideals — No  Privileges."  Right:  Kohl  whips  up  Fourth  Reich  nationalism  at  rally  In  Erfurt, 
February  1990. 
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Germany... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

PDS.  First  they  are  going  after  the  most 
vulnerable — those  who  have  arrived 
most  recently  and  are  seeking  asylum. 
Bonn  consistently  encourages  the  Nazi/ 
skinhead  terrorists  by  its  racist  policies 
and  economic  devastation.  As  the  elec- 
tions in  the  states  of  Schleswig-Holstein 
and  Baden-Wiirtiemberg  show,  so  far  the 
biggest  winners  in  the  government’s  rac- 
ist manhunt  are  the  fascists.  Tens  of  thou- 
sands voted  fascist  there — dispropor- 
tionately former  SPD  voters,  spurred  by 
the  racist  policies  of  CDU/CSU  and 
SPD.  The  CDU  and  SPD  in  turn  use  the 
fascist  electoral  successes  to  escalate 
their  own  attacks  on  immigrants. 

Immediately  after  the  OTV  settlement, 
SPD  candidate  for  chancellor  Engholm 
announced  agreement  with  the  CDU/ 
CSU  on  policies  to  torpedo  the  right  of 
asylum  and  deport  additional  thousands 
of  immigrants  to  misery  and  death.  The 
defense  of  all  immigrants  is  key  to 
unlocking  the  power  of  the  organized 
workers  movement.  As  we  wrote  in  our 
last  issue:  “The  workers  movement  must 
be  mobilized  to  fight  for  full  citizenship 
rights  for  immigrants  and  those  seeking 
asylum."  An  attack  on  one  is  an  attack 
on  all.  Class  unity  is  vital  to  workers’ 
struggle.  Among  our  disenfranchised 
foreign-born  brothers  and  sisters  are 
many  of  the  best  fighters  for  the  workers’ 
cause. 

Mobilize  Worker/Immigrant 
Power  to  Stop  Nazi  Terror 

On  May  9 the  fascist  “Nationalen" 
threatened  to  rally  with  Hitler  fan  David 
Irving  in  the  Soviet  garrison  town  of 
Berlin-Karlshorst — in  front  of  the 
museum  commemorating  the  Red  Army’s 
liberation  of  Europe  from  the  fascist 
nightmare  on  that  day  in  1945.  The 
SpAD  intervened  in  May  Day  demon- 
strations. in  the  public  service  strikes  and 
in  key  metal  plants  calling  for  a 
worker/immigrant  mobilization,  finding 
strong  sentiment  in  the  ranks  to  stop  this 


ominous  provocation.  The  PDS  and 
Greens/Biindnis  90  instead  appealed  to- 
gether with  the  SPD  and  Heinz  Galinski 
(head  of  the  Berlin  Jewish  Community) 
for  the  Berlin  Senate  to  ban  the  fascist 
rally,  and  launched  a vicious  violence- 
baiting  campaign  against  the  anti-fascists. 
Under  the  impact  of  the  OTV  strike  and 
pressure  from  the  ranks,  and  after  the 
ban  was  confirmed,  the  DGB  along  with 
the  SPD  joined  the  call  for  a counter- 
demonstration  at  the  last  minute. 

It  was  indeed  a good  thing  that  the 
Nazis  didn’t  march  in  Karlshorst  on  May 
9,  but  it  was  not  a good  thing  that  a 
massive  presence  of  riot  police  held  the 


residents  of  Karlshorst  hostage  all  day 
long.  It  is  a deadly  illusion  to  rely  on 
the  Fourth  Reich  to  "ban"  the  fascists. 
That  same  night  60  skinheads  attacked 
a leftist  pub  in  Magdeburg  with  baseball 
bats,  clubs  and  iron  bars,  sending  eight 
people  to  the  hospital,  one  of  whom,  the 
young  worker  Torsten  Lamprecht.  died. 
Murder  was  the  fascists’  answer  to  the 
anti-working-class,  "no  violence"  popu- 
lar front. 

In  Magdeburg  on  May  9.  police  in 
front  of  the  pub  stood  idly  by  during  the 


attack,  despite  neighbors’  demands  that 
they  intervene.  In  Berlin-Marzahn  on 
April  24,  a young  Vietnamese,  Nguyen 
Van  Tu.  was  stabbed  to  death  in  broad 
daylight  by  skinheads,  while  the  SPD- 
led  Marzahn  district  council  runs  a 
"youth  club”  for  Nazi/skinheads.  The 
government  turns  its  fascist-ridden  cops 
loose  against  anti-fascist  demonstrators. 
On  May  Day  in  Berlin  thousands  of  cops 
and  Federal  Border  Guards  were  mobi- 
lized first  to  protect  the  Nazi/skinhead 
FAP  and  then  to  tear  apart  the  immigrant 
Kreuzberg  district.  Obscenely,  the  so- 
called  cop  "union”  had  an  official  booth 
at  the  DGB  rally  earlier  that  day.  and 


their  representatives  were  not  pleased 
with  our  placard  demanding  “Cops  Out 
of  the  DGB!"  But  the  cops  as  well  as 
the  Bundeswehr  are  the  armed  fist  of  the 
bosses'  state. 

Stopping  fascist  terror  is  a necessary 
extension  of  working-class  struggle — 
strike  pickets  are  the  embryo  of  the 
workers  militia.  The  Spartakists  say: 
Mobilize  the  workers  to  stop  the  Nazis! 

Kohl:  The  Would-Be  Kaiser 
Sits  on  a Shaky  Throne 

Given  Kohl’s  shaky  regime,  his  one- 
liner,  "I  am  not  Willy  Brandt,"  is  the 
joke  of  the  year.  The  Treuhandanstalt 
(state  agency  charged  with  dismantling 
the  DDR  economy)  has  changed  leader- 
ships three  times  (not  always  of  its  own 
accord),  and  its  "scorched  earth”  policy 
was  stopped  by  the  bourgeoisie  itself. 
They  need  East  Germany  as  a low-wage, 
class-peace  paradise  and  a pivot  for  the 
drive  to  the  East. 

In  a world  where  escalating  inter- 
imperialist rivalries  revive  great  power 
lineups  reminiscent  of  the  years  before 
World  War  I.  reunited  German  imperial- 
ism is  again  probing  everywhere  to  see 
how  far  they  can  go.  They  again  want 
to  be  the  masters  in  the  Balkans  and  are 
arming  the  Turkish  army  to  the  teeth. 
At  a Leipzig  commanders'  conference 
where  Kohl  and  the  new  war  minister, 
CDU  hawk  Volker  Riihe,  were  present, 
Bundeswehr  general  inspector  Klaus 


Naumann  said  training  of  German  sol- 
diers would  now  be  “hard,  challenging 
and  similar  to  battle  conditions"  for 
action  outside  Germany.  And  now  they 
are  sending  troops  to  Cambodia,  where 
the  imperialists  are  preparing  new  killing 
fields. 

The  appetites  of  the  Fourth  Reich’s 
rulers  lie  now.  as  before,  beyond  its  east- 
ern borders.  By  bankrolling  Yeltsin’s 
counterrevolution  to  destroy  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state,  they  expect 
to  grab  for  themselves  the  choicest 
pieces  of  the  Soviet  and  East  European 
feast.  But  for  the  "New  World  Order" 
they  now  need  a new  foreign  policy — 
which,  given  the  price  tag,  is  not  going 
to  be  easy  to  orchestrate,  either  to  the 
East  or  West.  The  fruits  of  SPD/Gen- 
scher  Ostpolitik  (Germany’s  "Eastern 
policy"  first  implemented  by  Willy 
Brandt)  are  growing  economic  difficul- 
ties at  home  and  bloody  civil  war  abroad. 
With  his  unerring  nose  for  changing 
political  winds,  the  Machiavelli  Gen- 
scher  jumped  ship  on  the  eve  of  the  pub- 
lic employees  strike. 

For  decades  Bonn’s  motto  has  been 
“a  European  Germany,”  in  Thomas 
Mann’s  famous  phrase,  as  the  Federal 
Republic  sought  its  place  as  a junior  part- 
ner in  the  U.S.-led  anti-Soviet  imperial- 
ist alliance.  In  a declaration  of  our  inter- 
national tendency  published  in  June 
1982  ( Spartakisl  No.  44)  when  Reagan 
flew  to  Europe  to  bring  his  NATO  allies 
into  line,  we  noted: 

“West  Germany,  of  late  Washington’s 
most  loyal  NATO  ally,  is  today  the  most 
detente-minded.  But  behind  the  "peace- 
loving'  image  of  Brandt/Schmidt's  Ost- 
polink  stands  the  appetite  to  reverse  the 
outcome  of  World  War  II  and  recreate  a 
unified  capitalist  Germany  as  the  domi- 
nant European  power.” 

Today  the  rulers  in  Bonn  want  a "Ger- 
man Europe,"  for  now  not  with  panzers 
but  through  the  D-mark,  but  they  are  still 
too  weak  to  impose  it.  Despite  protest 
from  the  Common  Market  countries  the 
Germans  dictate  interest  rates  in  Europe 
and  they  even  occasionally  try  to  tell  the 
U.S.  imperialists  where  to  get  off.  Kohl 
& Co.  rail  about  how  the  workers  in  Ger- 
many spend  less  time  working  and  more 
time  on  vacation  than  anywhere  else  in 
the  world.  “Sir"  Ralf  Dahrendorf  threat- 
ens in  the  "liberal”  Die  Zeit  (15  May): 
“Germany's  public  service  cannot 
remain  as  it  has  been,  nor  can  Germany’s 
social  services....  The  necessary  restruc- 
turing will  be  very,  very  painful."  But 
the  German  working  class  is  still  a lion 
blocking  their  way  and  has  showed  it 
will  fight  hard  against  this  onslaught. 

While  Kohl  & Co.  dither,  it  is  SPD 
chief  Bernd  Engholm  who  makes  the 
“sweat  and  tears"  speech  on  behalf  of 
the  German  bourgeoisie.  The  SPD  is 
aiming  for  the  chancellor’s  office  with 
offers  of  round  table  discussions,  hints 
at  “grand  coalitions"  and  threats  against 
immigrants  and  the  workers. 

Break  with  the 
Social  Democracy! 

On  May  Day.  IG  Metall  chief 
Steinkiihler  questioned  "whether  the 
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social  provocateurs  will  succeed  in  dras- 
tically weakening  the  trade  unions  after 
the  rival  system  has  fallen  away.”  Sig- 
nificantly, he  is  compelled  to  raise  the 
"Russian  question,"  although  in  his  own 
way.  Since  it  was  the  Soviet  Union  that 
crushed  Hitler  fascism,  a victory  that  led 
to  the  planned  economies  of  the  Eastern 
European  deformed  workers  states.  West 
European  capital  felt  compelled  to  tout 
the  “welfare  slate."  After  World  War  11 
in  the  zones  occupied  by  the  imperial- 
ist victors,  capitalism  was  re-established 
as  a bulwark  against  Soviet  "Bolshe- 
vism"— with  the  inestimable  help  of  the 
SPD  politicians  and  trade-union  bureau- 
crats. Ludwig  Erhard  proclaimed  the 
capitalist  “social  market  economy,”  built 
on  the  crushing  of  mass  proletarian 
struggles. 

In  the  prerevolutionary  situation 
which  arose  after  the  war  the  work- 
ing class,  in  the  Western  occupation 
zones  as  well  as  the  East,  engaged  in 
mass  struggles  to  prevent  the  restoration 
of  capitalist  rule,  demanding  socializa- 
tion of  basic  industry.  But  the  U.S.- 
financed  Social  Democrats  were  deter- 
mined to  dissipate  proletarian  resistance 
and  break  the  considerable  Communist 
influence  resurgent  in  the  unions,  par- 
ticularly in  the  plant  councils.  The 
Communists  were  purged,  militant  anti- 
capitalist resistance  was  broken,  and 
the  councils  themselves  were  turned 
into  class-collaborationist  straitjackets 
— enforcing  the  reactionary  plant  coun- 
cil ( Betriehsrat ) law,  passed  in  1952. 
With  the  DGB’s  support  for  the  Cold 
War  Marshall  Plan,  workers  were  firmly 
tied  politically  to  the  state,  and  the  state 
to  anti-Soviet  NATO. 

While  there  was  much  talk  of  "co- 
determination" of  workers  and  capital- 
ists (an  impossibility  in  any  case),  these 
schemes  merely  meant  a framework  to 
ensure  the  complicity  of  the  union  tops 
in  managing  exploitation  and  purging 
reds.  Increased  productivity  was  accom- 
panied by  persistently  high  unemploy- 
ment. Millions  of  immigrant  “guest 
workers”  were  brought  into  heavy  indus- 
try but  denied  all  citizenship  rights.  The 
Bundeswehr  was  built  under  the  Social 
Democrats  into  the  strongest  European 
army  in  NATO.  The  SPD  was  the  archi- 
tect of  Ostpolitik — designed  to  econom- 
ically undermine  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  East  European  workers  states.  As 
German  imperialism  grew  strong  enough 
to  again  vie  for  great-power  status,  resur- 
gent German  nationalism — clothed  in 
the  “left"  garb  adopted  by  the  "peace" 
movement  of  the  '80s — was  spearheaded 
by  the  SPD. 

This  was  the  Social  Democrats’  “ Mod- 
ell  Deutschland"  (German  model).  And 
thus  the  SPD  naturally  acted  as  the 
Trojan  horse  of  the  counterrevolution  in 
the  DDR,  giving  it  a mighty  shove 
so  that  the  “competing  system  fell 
away"  there.  Subsequently,  with  their 
anti-Communist  witchhunt,  with  their 
stranglehold  on  the  unions  and  as 
the  spearhead  of  the  all-party  manhunt 
against  the  "flood  of  asylum-seekers," 
they  have  sought  to  split,  paralyze 
and  strangle  every  instance  of  workers’ 
resistance.  This  has  divided  workers 
East  and  West,  men  and  women,  immi- 
grant and  German.  The  “left,"  including 
the  PDS,  all  help  fan  the  flames  of 
the  anti-Communist  witchhunt  and  the 
racist  drive  against  immigrants,  and  now 
they  seek  to  convince  the  workers 
that  an  Engholm  government  would  be 
better  than  Kohl.  This  is  a dangerous 
illusion. 

The  SPD  blames  everything  in  the  ex- 
DDR  on  "40  years  of  Communism." 
Today  East  German  workers  are  being 
hit  in  the  face  with  the  results  of  40  years 
of  social-democratic  class  collaboration 
in  the  Federal  Republic.  SPD  bosses,  for 
example,  run  or  have  run  Mercedes- 
Benz.  Volkswagen,  Lufthansa,  Hoesch — 
not  to  mention  the  Deutsche  Bank  and 
the  Treuhand.  Steinkuhler  and  his  com- 
rades are  themselves  experienced  labor 
cops  in  the  unions.  Under  the  Cold  War 
flag  of  “social  partnership”  the  SPD  tops 


have  for  decades  managed  the  mass  lay- 
offs in  the  West  and  have  directly 
attacked  wages — from  the  Saar  and  Ruhr 
to  the  North  Sea  coast.  And  they  were 
literally  on  the  other  side  of  the  class 
line  in  the  OTV  strike  in  the  SPD- 
govemed  states. 

The  bureaucracy  that  these  "labor  lieu- 
tenants of  capital”  have  at  their  disposal 
is  truly  legion.  This  includes  30.000 
union  members  of  plant  councils  whose 
salaries  are  directly  paid  by  the  bosses. 
Among  them  are  many  serious  unionists, 
including  immigrants.  But  if  they  are  to 
defend  the  workers’  interests  they  must 
break  out  of  the  Betriehsrat  trap  with  its 
"oath  of  secrecy"  and  other  airtight  obli- 
gations to  act  in  the  bosses’  interest.  The 
plant  council  makes  them  complicit 


every  time  a worker  is  fired  and  every 
time  a strike  is  sold  out. 

The  SPD-controlled  council  members 
sit  around  the  table  at  every  Betriehsrat 
meeting  “in  the  same  boat”  with  the 
bosses.  And  yet  various  fake-leftists 
such  as  the  national-Stalinist  DKP  and 
pseudo-Trotskyists,  followers  of  Ernest 
Mandel,  in  the  VSP  have  long  enjoyed 
the  bureaucratic  privileges  that  rubbing 
shoulders  with  the  bosses  in  the 
Betriebsrate  brings.  We  Spartakists  fight 
for  the  complete  independence  of  the 
workers  movement  from  the  bourgeoisie 
and  its  state.  Our  tendency  in  Germany 
was  forged  with  the  Trotskyist  under- 
standing that  since  1914  the  SPD  has 
been  a bourgeois  workers  party,  the 
transmission  belt  for  German  national- 
ism into  the  workers  movement;  the  SPD 
must  be  split  in  order  to  win  its  prole- 
tarian base  on  the  road  to  socialist 
revolution. 

Workers  Need 
Revolutionary  Leadership! 

For  Proletarian  Internationalism! 

The  OTV  ranks  threw  Wulf-Mathies' 
stinking  contract  on  the  garbage  heap 
but  see  no  alternative  to  the  treacher- 
ous OTV/DGB  tops.  Whereas  workers 
massively  joined  the  union  at  the 
beginning  of  the  strike,  now  many  are 
quitting.  But  despite  their  pro-capitalist 
leadership,  the  unions  are  today  the 
workers’  sole  defensive  organs.  If  we 
want  to  win.  instead  of  throwing  out  your 
union  card,  throw  out  the  bureaucrats 
who  turn  the  unions  into  organs  for  dis- 
ciplining the  workers  on  behalf  of  the 
imperialist  state,  and  thus  risk  their 
destruction.  The  SPD/DGB  tops  know 
very  well  that  a real  solid  class  struggle 
in  East  and  West  would  sweep  away  not 
only  the  Kohl  gang  but  them  as  well.  To 
conduct  a fight  to  push  through  and 
secure  their  own  interests,  the  workers 
need  a program  that  serves  their  class 
interests,  not  those  of  the  bosses.  We 
need  a revolutionary  leadership  and 
party  that  is  prepared  to  mobilize  the 
working  class  to  take  on  the  bosses  and 
their  state  in  a struggle  leading  to  the 
fight  for  power. 

The  bourgeoisie  talks  big  about  the 
“death  of  Communism,"  but  the  strug- 
gles of  the  working  class  the  world  over 


give  the  lie  to  these  pipe  dreams  of  a 
“New  World  Order."  In  Seoul,  20,000 
South  Korean  workers  struggling  against 
superexploitation  and  police  terror 
expressed  their  solidarity  with  the  Ger- 
man strikes.  In  Warsaw,  15,000  came  out 
on  May  Day  against  the  capitalist  regime 
of  Solidarnosc  leader  Walesa.  When  Los 
Angeles  exploded  in  rage  over  an  atro- 
cious racist  provocation  and  desperate 
poverty,  the  American  rulers  answered 
with  cop  terror  and  troop  occupation.  In 
Berlin.  May  Day  marchers  in  Kreuzberg 
carried  signs  and  banners  expressing  sol- 
idarity with  Los  Angeles. 

In  the  Los  Angeles  upheaval  in  the 
U.S.  and  the  OTV  strike  here,  we  have 
seen  watershed  events  in  two  of  the  three 
leading  world  imperialist  powers — and 


the  third,  Japan,  isn’t  doing  so  well 
either,  as  the  continued  decline  of  the 
Nikkei  stock  index  shows.  Capitalism 
has  in  store  for  humanity  only  grinding 
misery,  racist  terror  and  imperialist  war. 
The  only  way  to  root  out  this  rotting, 
exploitative  system  is  through  socialist 
revolution. 

Against  the  poisonous  nationalism 
spewed  by  Bonn  and  their  social- 
democratic  flunkeys  it  is  necessary  to 
counterpose  a program  of  proletarian 
internationalism.  We  fight  like  Lenin, 
Luxemburg  and  Liebknecht  for  the  rev- 
olutionary unity  of  the  German.  Polish 
and  Soviet  workers.  A resolute  struggle 
uniting  German  and  immigrant  workers 
in  the  entire  Fourth  Reich  would  be  a 
beacon  to  our  class  brothers  and  sisters 
to  the  Urals  and  beyond — to  defend  the 
Soviet  workers  state  and  regain  political 
power  in  the  face  of  Yeltsin’s  counter- 
revolution, with  its  capitalist  “shock 


treatment"  misery  and  murderous  nation- 
alist civil  war. 

Germany  and  its  West  European  allies 
want  to  create  a “Fortress  Europe"  to 
keep  out  refugees  escaping  the  economic 
and  social  havoc  they  have  wreaked 
worldwide.  Hardly  a day  goes  by  without 
an  incident  of  vicious  anti-Semitism  and 
racist/fascist  terror.  Anschluss  turned  the 
clock  back  50  years  for  East  German 
women,  destroying  the  social  institutions 
which  provided  comprehensive  free 
medical  and  childcare,  and  driving 
women  back  to  "Kinder.  Kiiche.  Kirche" 
(children,  kitchen,  church).  Whereas 
over  90  percent  of  women  worked  in  the 
DDR,  two-thirds  of  the  jobless  in  East 
Germany  are  now  women.  As  the  Prot- 
estant and  Catholic  churches  drive  to  re- 
Christianize  the  East,  all  governmental 
parties  are  nearing  agreement  on  a 
grossdeutsch  (Greater  Germany)  anti- 
abortion  law  putting  women  and  doctors 
at  the  mercy  of  blackmailing  clerical 
“counselors." 

To  undo  this  all-sided  social  devasta- 
tion, the  working  class  must  be  mobi- 
lized to  fight  for  all  the  oppressed.  Full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants — 
Stop  Nazi  terror  through  worker/immi- 
grant mobilizations!  Preachers,  cops  and 
judges  out  of  the  bedroom  and  doctor’s 
office:  Abolish  Paragraphs  218/219! 
Down  with  the  church  tax!  For  separa- 
tion of  church  and  state!  In  the  face  of 
the  destruction  being  carried  out  by  the 
bourgeoisie,  we  must  fight  fora  massive 
program  of  public  works  to  rebuild  the 
plants  and  social  institutions,  to  build 
millions  of  quality  affordable  homes,  to 
clean  the  filth  out  of  the  environment. 
We  must  fight  for  equal  pay  for  equal 
work — women  and  men.  immigrants  and 
Germans,  East  and  West.  The  DGB  tops 
go  on  talking  about  winning  a 35-hour 
week  in  1994.  but  the  bosses  are  on  a 
drive  to  increase  the  workweek.  The 
fight  for  massive  social  reconstruction, 
dividing  up  the  work  among  all  hands 
with  a significantly  shorter  workweek 
and  no  loss  in  pay,  means  a revolutionary 
struggle. 

Germany  remains  the  key  to  Europe, 
for  barbarism  or  socialism.  To  rebuild 
this  country  in  the  interest  of  all  the 
working  people  and  plan  the  economy 
sensibly  on  an  international  scale,  it  is 
necessary  to  fight  for  a workers  govern- 
ment that  expropriates  capital,  putting 
the  means  of  production  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  produce  the  wealth.  To 
organize  that  struggle  and  lead  it  to  vic- 
tory. the  workers  need  a revolutionary 
workers  party.  Such  a party,  in  the  inter- 
nationalist tradition  of  Lenin  and  Trot- 
sky. is  what  the  Spartakists  are  fighting 
to  build.  Join  us!  ■ 
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Fourth  Reich!"  “Stop  the  Nazis  Through  Workers  United  Front  Action!” 
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Defend  the  Immigrants  and  the  Right  of  Asylum! 
Down  with  the  Anti-Communist  Witchhunt! 


Strikes  Rock  Kohl's  Germany 


Postal  workers 
picket  in  Hamburg 
during  public 
service  strike.  Two 
years  after  capitalist 
reunification, 
German  rulers  face 
massive  working- 
class  unrest. 


The  following  article  is  translated  from 
a special  supplement  of  Spartak ist  (25 
May  1992),  published  by  the  Spartakist 
Workers  Forty  of  Germany  (SpAD),  sec- 
tion of  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist). 


Break  with  Social  Democracy — 
Not  a “Grand  Coalition”  of  Capital, 
But  a Workers  Government  to 
Expropriate  Capital! 

Bring  Down  Kohl  with 
Workers’  Action! 


MAY  22 — The  strike  in  West  German 
public  service  and  transport  was  the 
biggest  labor  struggle  here  since  World 
War  II  and  the  first  strike  by  the  gov- 
ernment workers  union  (OTV)  since 
1974 — when  they  brought  down  the  gov- 
ernment of  Willy  Brandt.  This  wasn’t 
about  a lousy  5.4  percent.  It  was  a pro- 
vocative test  of  strength  on  the  part  of 
the  German  bourgeoisie  with  major  in- 
ternational repercussions.  Together  with 
the  Social  Democrats  (SPD),  they  first 
bulldozed  the  East  German  collectivized 
economy  and  have  thrown  six  million 
unemployed  on  the  street  nationally.  And 
now  there  is  a de  facto  Christian  Dem- 
ocratic (CDU)/SPD  coalition  that  wants 
West  German  workers  to  pay  for  the 
devastation  caused  by  capitalist  counter- 
revolution in  the  DDR  (East  Germany) 
and  East  Europe. 

German  imperialism  is  emboldened 
by  what  they  .see  as  capitalist  victory 
over  ‘‘communism"  with  the  collapse  of 
Stalinism,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is 
under  severe  economic  pressure  as  it 
seeks  to  digest  the  spoils.  But  CDU 
chancellor  Helmut  Kohl’s  gang  and  the 
SPD  labor  traitors  miscalculated  with  the 
most  powerful  working  class  in  Europe. 
They  precipitated  an  overwhelmingly 
popular  strike  against  themselves  and  the 


consequences  of  capitalist  reunification. 
Moreover,  the  strike  began  to  spread  to 
the  East,  showing  the  tremendous  poten- 
tial for  united  class  struggle. 

In  spite  of  the  government’s  anti- 
union propaganda,  with  the  Berlin  gutter 
press  BZ  writing  about  ‘‘the  first  rats 
sighted  on  the  KurfUrstendamm,"  the 
strike  had  wide  support;  discontent 
among  the  population  turned  against  the 
regime.  According  to  the  latest  polls, 
Kohl  is  the  most  unpopular  politician  in 
Germany  next  to  (Free  Democratic  eco- 
nomics minister)  Mollemann,  and  a pop- 
ular joke  about  the  ‘‘tax  lie"  (Kohl’s 
election  promise  that  there  would  be  no 
tax  increases  to  pay  for  reunification) 
refers  to  the  new  “sucker-bait  surtax” 
( Volksverarschungsabgabe ).  With  this 


kind  of  anger,  it  was  a good  time  to 
strike,  and  strike  hard.  During  the  strike 
Bonn  was  playing  with  the  idea  of  send- 
ing in  the  Bundeswehr  (army)  to  pick 
up  garbage.  If  that  had  happened,  it 
should  have  been  answered  with  a gen- 
eral strike. 

There  was  a lot  of  sentiment  among 
strikers  to  hold  out  for  at  least  “six  [per- 
cent] before  the  decimal  point,"  but  any 
real  struggle  to  regain  and  defend  work- 
ers’ jobs,  wages  and  benefits  from  the 
inroads  of  economic  devastation  in  the 
East  and  the  slashing  of  social  programs, 
inflation  and  tax  hikes  in  the  West  would 
require  the  full  mobilization  of  the  work- 
ing class  East  and  West.  Because  what’s 
involved  here  is  not  a squabble  over  a 
few  D-marks,  but  a sharp  political  class 
confrontation.  The  bourgeoisie  has  an- 
nounced the  end  of  the  "German  model” 
of  organized  class  collaboration.  They 
would  like  to  introduce  the  economic 
policies  of  Reagan  and  Thatcher,  which 
signals  a hot  war  against  the  unions. 

This  confrontation  with  the  German 
state  is  not  over.  Workers  everywhere 
say  they’re  "pissed  off’  about  this 
shameful  sellout,  which  means  a stinging 
pay  cut — because  they  knew  that  for 
eleven  days  they  had  the  government 
where  it  hurts.  In  Braunschweig  the 
strike  continued  after  the  settlement  was 
announced.  The  OTV  ranks — particu- 
larly transit  and  garbage  workers — 
rejected  the  contract  by  a resounding  55 
percent,  but  the  bureaucrats  are  shoving 
it  down  their  throats.  Negotiations  are 
under  way  for  East  German  public 
employees  and  strikes  are  directly  posed, 
but  any  struggle  is  being  orchestrated  by 
the  union  tops  to  begin  after  the  strike 
ended  in  the  West. 

Right  behind  the  public  sector  workers 
were  four  million  metal  workers,  as  well 
as  construction  workers  and  printers; 


already  tens  of  thousands  of  metal  work- 
ers and  printers  have  walked  out  in 
“warning  strikes."  Traditionally,  strug- 
gles in  metal  have  been  restricted  to 
"pilot”  regions — a national  metal  strike 
could  set  off  an  explosion.  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  (6  May)  worried  that  “A 
full-fledged  metalworkers’  strike  would 
be  devastating  for  Germany’s  economy.” 
But  after  the  OTV  strike  and  contract 
vote,  IG  Metall  union  leader  Steinkuhler 
is  so  worried  that  the  ranks  could  get 
out  of  control  that  he  wants  to  impose 
5.4  percent  for  this  year  and  3.3  percent 
for  1993. 

What’s  necessary  is  to  bring  down 
Kohl  through  workers’  action.  Break 
with  social  democracy — a "grand  coali- 
tion” of  capital  will  mean  escalating 
attacks  on  workers,  immigrants,  women. 
What  we  need  is  a workers  government 
to  expropriate  capital! 

From  "Social  Partnership" 
to  Class  War 

Since  the  ’50s  the  bosses  have  kept 
the  workers  in  line  with  the  help  of  the 
SPD-fostered  myth  of  "social  partner- 
ship." But  now,  as  the  bourgeoisie 
declares  open  war  against  the  working 
class,  Die  Zcit  notes,  "The  social  con- 
sensus is  disintegrating."  After  swallow- 
ing the  East  German  deformed  workers 
state.  German  imperialism  has  grown 
more  aggressive,  seeking  its  "place  in 
the  sun”  as  did  Kaiser  Wilhelm’s  Ger- 
many leading  up  to  World  War  I.  And 
in  its  Drang  nach  Osten  (drive  to  the 
East),  it  has  taken  on  new  economic  bur- 
dens that  challenge  even  its  tremendous 
strength. 

The  Bonn  regime  has  bitten  off  more 
than  it  can  chew.  In  Yugoslavia  it  bent 
the  rest  of  the  EC  to  its  will  by  forcing 
recognition  of  Slovenia  and  Croatia. 

continued  on  page  9 
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Spartakist 

Berlin,  Alexanderplatz,  May  21:  Several  thousand  came  out  to  protest 
"Republikaner”  fascist  provocation  in  the  heart  of  the  former  East  German 
capital.  Spartakists  (above)  called  for  workers  mobilization  to  stop  the  Nazis. 
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Down  With  Imperialist  Sanctions  Against  Serbia! 


Yugoslavia  Ripped  Apart  in 
Nationalist  Bloodbath 


For  a 

Socialist  Federation 
of  the  Balkans 


The  blood-spattered,  bombed-out  city  of  Sarajevo  is 
the  true  face  of  the  “new  free  Europe"  triumphantly 
proclaimed  by  imperialism  after  the  collapse  of  Stalinist 
rule  in  East  Europe.  This  city,  in  which  a half  million 
Muslim  Slavs,  Croatians  and  Serbs  worked  and  lived 
together  harmoniously  for  more  than  four  decades,  has 
been  turned  into  a battleground  for  competing  gangs 
of  murderous  nationalists.  From  Central  Europe  to  the 
Caucasus,  capitalist  counterrevolution  has  meant  an 
ever-widening  orgy  of  recrudescent  chauvinism  and 
outright  pogromism. 

Three  months  of  bloody  fighting  in  the  former  Yugo- 
slav republic  of  Bosnia-Hercegovina  has  taken  over 
2,000  lives  and  driven  hundreds  of  thousands  from  their 
homes,  bringing  the  gruesome  total  in  the  nationalist 
civil  wars  which  began  last  summer  to  some  13,000 
dead  and  1.5  million  displaced.  The  multinational  Yugo- 
slav deformed  workers  state,  forged  by  Josip  Broz  Tito 
and  his  Communist  Partisans  through  heroic  struggle 
against  the  Nazi  occupiers  and  their  domestic  capitalist 
quislings,  has  been  destroyed  in  a welter  of  fratricidal 
bloodletting  that  is  engulfing  the  region  and  threatening 
a wider  war. 

The  destruction  of  the  Yugoslav  deformed  workers 
state  was  formalized  in  Belgrade's  promulgation  of  a 
continued  on  page  8 


Soldier  views  destruction  of  Sarajevo,  capital  of  Bosnia,  after  weeks  of  fratricidal  slaughter. 


Ross  Perot,  beamed  in  to  one  of  his  "electronic  Nuremberg" 
town  meetings. 


The  “None  of  the  Above”  Elections 


The  Sinister 
Ross  Perot 


After  12  years  of  Reagan/Bush  in  the  White 
House  and  a Democratic  Party-controlled  Con- 
gress, bourgeois  politics  in  this  presidential 
election  year  have  been  dominated  by  the  theme 
of  “throw  the  bums  out.”  There  is  rampant  popular 
disgruntlement  amid  the  most  drawn-out  recession 
since  before  World  War  11,  with  everyone  from 
ghetto  youth  in  L.A.  to  suburban  middle-class 
housewives  agreeing  that  “the  system  doesn’t 
work."  Coming  off  a campaign  season  marked  by 
one  flash  in  the  pan  after  another  (Republican 
Buchanan,  Democrats  Tsongas  and  Jerry  Brown), 
"Slick  Willie"  Clinton  and  George  Herbert  Walker 
Bush  are  set  to  be  the  respective  presidential  can- 
didates of  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  come 


November.  But  exit  polls  in  the  June  2 California 
primaries  showed  that  the  billionaire  H.  Ross 
Perot  would  have  won  both  party  ballots  and  taken 
the  “independent”  vote. 

Who  is  Ross  Perot?  This  dark-horse  candidate  is 
a would-be  “man  on  a white  horse”  whose  silence 
on  “issues"  masks  his  program  for  corporatist  rule. 
Behind  his  talk  of  an  “electronic  town  hall"  is  a 
hidden  agenda  for  a high-tech  “strong  state.”  Not 
that  Perot  has  much  chance  to  become  presi- 
dent, much  less  put  his  fantasies  into  action.  For 
all  his  media-bashing,  he  is  the  ultimate  media 
creation.  While  Democrats  and  Republicans  were 
mud-wrestling  through  the  primaries,  Perot  was 
continued  on  page  II 


Editorial  Note 


Class  Struggle  and  the  Fourth  Reich 


German  Imperialism’s 
New  “Drive  to  the  East” 


The  recent  public  workers  strike  (see 
“Strikes  Rock  Kohl’s  Germany."  WV 
No.  552,  29  May,  translated  from  our 
German  comrades'  special  supplement 
to  Spariakist)  showed  that  the  German 
bourgeoisie’s  drive  to  achieve  neocolo- 
nial domination  in  East  Europe  entails  a 
push  to  increase  the  rate  of  exploitation 
of  the  western  German  working  class, 
organizationally  the  strongest  proletariat 
of  any  major  capitalist  country.  On  the 
eve  of  the  strike,  a union  leader  noted: 
“Unions  in  Germany  have  never,  in  all 
these  years,  suffered  a defeat  of  the 
nature  that  Kohl  is  trying  to  inflict."  This 
particular  battle  ended  not  with  a defeat 
for  the  unions,  but  with  a stalemate  that 
undercut  Kohl’s  authority. 

During  the  Cold  War,  West  Germany’s 
international  role,  despite  its  growing 


economic  strength,  was  severely  cir- 
cumscribed by  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  In  the  1970s,  American  bourgeois 
commentators  on  the  international  scene 


could  still  describe  West  Germany  as  an 
economic  giant  but  a political  midget. 
One  consequence  of  this  condition  was 
that  German  foreign  investment  (e.g.,  the 
huge  Volkswagen  plant  in  Brazil)  was 
governed  by  private  corporate  profita- 
bility, not  neocolonial  empire-building. 
Bonn  was  not  spending  money  to  estab- 
lish and  sustain  foreign  client  states 
(with  the  possible  exception  of  Turkey). 
At  the  same  time,  the  German  bourgeoi- 
sie could  afford  the  highest  real  wages 
of  any  major  capitalist  country,  moti- 
vated in  part  by  their  political  competi- 
tion with  the  DDR,  which  claimed  to  be 
a German  socialist  state  of  the  working 
class. 

The  collapse  of  Stalinist  rule  in  the 
Soviet  bloc  and  the  ensuing  Anschluss 
(annexation)  of  the  East  German  de- 
formed workers  state  changed  every- 
thing. Right  after  Gorbachev  gave  the 
green  light  for  capitalist  reunification,  a 
top  adviser  to  Kohl  boasted:  "Perhaps  in 
time  the  United  States  will  take  care 
of  places  like  Central  America,  and  we 
will  handle  Eastern  Europe"  ( Newsweek , 
26  February  1990).  But  it  will  be  neither 
cheap  nor  easy  for  the  Fourth  Reich  to 
“handle”  East  Europe. 

Washington’s  neocolonial  domination 
of  Latin  America  is  based  on  over  a cen- 
tury of  political  as  well  as  economic 
investment — the  training  of  military 
officers  (e.g.,  “Tachito”  Somoza  of  Nica- 
ragua was  a West  Point  graduate),  the 
“AFL-CIA"  network  of  anti-communist 
unions,  the  funding  of  right-wing  par- 
ties. Renegade  CIA  agent  Philip  Agee’s 
Inside  the  Company  shows  how  perva- 
sively the  agencies  of  U.S.  imperialism 
penetrate  the  governing  apparatuses  of 
Latin  America. 

For  Germany  to  achieve  a comparable 
domination  in  East  Europe  would  require 
buying  out  and  propping  up  the  govern- 
ing and  military/police  apparatuses  in 
the  region.  Moreover,  it  will  be  years 
before  there  is  any  economic  return  on 
such  neocolonial  political  investment. 
Business  Week  (1 1 May)  recently  pointed 
out  that  German  industrialists  are  invest- 
ing not  in  East  Europe  but  in  the 
low-wage  Third  World  countries  of  East 
Asia  and  Latin  America,  showing  a 
clear  disparity  between  short-term  eco- 
nomic interests  and  long-term  geopoli- 
tical ambitions. 

The  kind  of  neocolonial  political 
investment  which  the  German  bour- 
geoisie is  projecting  for  East  Europe  is 
economically  equivalent  to  a massive 
military  buildup.  Moreover,  German 
imperialism  is  at  this  moment  expanding 
the  field  of  operations  of  the  Bundes- 
wehr.  In  time,  a powerful  military  can 
be  used  to  seize  valuable  economic 
resources  and  seal  off  foreign  markets 
from  imperialist  rivals.  But  the  initial 
outlay  produces  no  surplus  value.  Hence 
it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  mass  of 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Fratricidal  Nationalism  and 
Imperialism  in  the  Balkans 

The  Balkan  wars  in  the  early  years  of 
this  century,  resulting  from  the  intersection 
of  imperialist  rivalries  and  the  nationalist 
ambitions  of  the  reactionary  states  in  the 
region,  were  a prelude  to  the  First  World 
War.  Today,  the  splintering  of  the  Yugoslav 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state  has 
unleashed  a many-sided  nationalist  bloodbath 
which  could  easily  draw  in  both  neighboring 
states  and  the  Western  imperialist  powers. 

The  Communist  International  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  recognized  that  only  proletarian 
revolution,  leading  to  a socialist  federation,  could  save  the  Balkan  peoples  from  fratricidal 
slaughter  and  imperialist  subjugation. 

Because  of  their  geographical  and  economic  position  the  Balkan  and  Danubian 
countries  were  drawn  long  ago  into  the  sphere  of  interests  of  the  imperialist  Powers.... 

The  bloody  rivalry  for  the  upper  hand  in  the  Balkans  lasted  for  decades,  but  when 
these  rivals  out  of  sheer  exhaustion  ceased  waging  war  the  ruling  classes  of  the  Balkan 
countries  who  had  become  their  agents  and  servants  continued  the  war  among  them- 
selves. The  last  imperialist  war  began  in  the  Balkans;  it  had  a prelude  in  the  Balkan 
war  of  1912-13  which  ended  without  complete  victory  for  any  of  the  groups  taking 
part  and  provided  the  occasion  for  the  opening  of  the  1914  war  among  the  imperialist 
great  Powers,  to  settle  finally  the  question  who  should  rule  the  Balkan  peninsula  and 
control  the  main  roads  to  Asia  and  the  Mediterranean. 

In  order  to  draw  the  Balkan  States  into  war  against  one  another  their  imperialist 
patrons  exploited  the  greed  of  the  bourgeoisie  for  territorial  conquest  and  enticed  them 
with  promises  of  a 'Great  Bulgaria,’  ‘Great  Serbia,’  or  ‘Great  Rumania.’  They  incited 
the  different  nationalities  against  each  other,  made  loans  for  armaments,  taking  as 
pledge  the  mines  and  harbours,  and  in  fact  transforming  these  countries  into  their 
colonies.... 

Only  the  proletariat  can  avert  a new  catastrophe  by  its  victory  and  free  the  working 
and  peasant  masses  from  economic  and  national  oppression.  Only  the  victory  of  the 
proletarian  dictatorship  can  unite  the  masses  in  a Balkan  or  Balkan  and  Danubian 
federal,  socialist,  Soviet  republic,  liberate  them  both  from  the  feudal  capitalist  exploita- 
tion of  their  own  and  the  foreign  bourgeoisie  as  well  as  from  colonial  servitude  and 
national  dissensions.  The  communist  party  is  called  upon  by  circumstances  to  play 
an  even  greater  part  in  the  Balkan  peninsula  than  in  the  capitalist  countries  where  there 
are  no  nationality  problems.  All  the  efforts  of  the  Balkan  communist  parties  should 
be  directed  to  fulfilling  this  great  historical  mission  of  communism  in  the  Balkans. 

— “Manifesto  to  the  Communist  Parties  of  Bulgaria,  Rumania, 

Serbia,  and  Turkey”  (March  1920) 
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Last  year,  the  Times  Mirror 
Center  of  Washington  conducted 
a major  survey  of  European  pub- 
lic opinion,  putting  128  questions 
to  13,000  people  in  13  countries. 
In  reporting  on  the  poll.  Mar- 
tin Linton  (London  Guardian,  4 
October  1991)  noted,  "The  poll 
seriously  undermines  any  western 
illusion  that  eastern  Europeans 
have  fallen  in  love  with  privati- 
sation," and  found  worrying  “the 
signs  of  cynicism  and  disillusion- 
ment already  beginning  to  emerge” 
in  East  Europe.  Notably,  the  survey 
showed  that  on  a range  of  social 
and  political/economic  questions 
East  Germans  had  more  progres- 
sive attitudes  than  others. 

The  following  percentages  an- 
swered that  they  "never  doubt 
the  existence  of  God": 

Belief  in  God 


Poland 

83 

Italy 

80 

Spain 

72 

West  Germany 

59 

Britain 

58 

Lithuania 

57 

Ukraine 

53 

Bulgaria 

50 

Hungary 

49 

France 

47 

Russia 

46 

Czechoslovakia 

45 

East  Germany 

27 

And  in  response  to  the  question 

of  “what  kind  of  marriage  is  more 

satisfying,  one  where  the  husband 

provides  for  the  family  and  the 

wife  takes  care  of 

house  and 

children,  or  one  where  both  have 

jobs  and  take  care  of  house  and 

children  together,"  the  following 

percentages  preferred  women  stay- 

ing  at  home: 

Prefer  Wife  at  Home 

Lithuania 

62 

Hungary 

59 

Poland 

56 

Czechoslovakia 

54 

Ukraine 

53 

Russia 

48 

West  Germany 

41 

Bulgaria 

40 

Italy 

34 

France 

30 

Spain 

30 

Britain 

28 

East  Germany 

18 

surplus  value  from  the  productive  sec- 
tors of  the  economy  and/or  from  other 
capitalist  economies. 

The  pressure  to  increase  the  rate  of 
exploitation  of  the  working  class  in 
western  Germany  is  aggravated  by  the 
bourgeoisie’s  decision  to  dismantle 
industry  in  East  Germany.  This  decision 
was  based  not  so  much  on  rational 
capitalist  economic  calculation  as  on 
the  political  aim  of  atomizing  and 
demoralizing  the  proletariat  of  the  for- 
mer DDR,  which  had  the  highest  level 
of  socialist  consciousness  and  culture 
in  Europe.  In  this  regard,  an  opinion 
poll  taken  last  year  shows  that  social 
attitudes  (e.g.,  on  religion,  the  status 
of  women)  in  eastern  Germany  are  far 
more  progressive  than  anywhere  else 
in  Europe,  West  or  East  (see  box  on 
this  page). 

In  the  past.  West  Germany  was  able 
to  finance  its  relatively  small  budget  def- 
icits out  of  private  savings.  But  as  the 
public  debt  has  ballooned,  it  has  gone 
up  from  20  percent  to  50  percent  of  per- 
sonal savings.  The  German  ruling  class 
is  now  trying  to  attract  money-capital 
from  the  rest  of  the  world  by  offering 
high  real  (inflation-adjusted)  interest 
rates.  That’s  why  the  attention  of  all 
the  European  bourgeoisies  was  focused 
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Oakland  Hospital  Workers 
Unite  Against  Union-Busting 


WV  Photo 

Summit  hospital  strikers  from  five  unions  in  crucial  labor  battle.  Bay  Area 
unionists  must  turn  out  to  build  mass  picket  lines  to  stop  scabs.  Victory  to  the 
embattled  Summit  strikers! 


OAKLAND— On  May  26.  1.700  hos- 
pital workers  struck  Summit  Medical 
Center  in  defense  of  the  most  basic  prin- 
ciple of  union  solidarity:  Picket  lines 
mean  don’t  cross!  A striker  told  Workers 
Vanguard,  “This  isn’t  about  wages,  it’s 
not  about  health  care.  It's  about  strength 
and  for  unity.  If  they  take  that  away  they 
can  take  away  anything.” 

Summit,  the  largest  private  hospital 
in  Oakland,  was  created  this  year  by 
the  merger  of  Merritt-Peralta  and  Prov- 
idence hospitals.  As  a result  of  the 
merger,  the  hospital  made  clear  its  inten- 
tion to  "rationalize”  the  workforce — in 
other  words,  cuts  and  firings.  The  unions 
knew  this  was  a life-and-death  threat  and 
responded  with  a solid  strike,  combining 
their  forces  to  demand  a common  con- 
tract expiration  date  and  defending  their 
right  to  honor  each  other’s  picket  lines. 
Invoking  the  spirit  of  industrial  unionism 
as  their  most  solid  defense,  they  are  pre- 
senting a common  front  against  manage- 
ment. overcoming  the  historic  divisions 
between  "professional”  and  “unskilled." 
Management  is  determined  to  break  the 
strike.  They  have  brought  in  scab  nurses 
and  other  staff  from  around  the  country. 

The  workers  are  mostly  women  and 
represent  the  diverse  West  Coast  working 
class — black,  white.  Latino  and  Asian. 
They  come  from  five  different  union 
locals — SEIU.  ILWU  (technicians). 
OPEIU  (office  workers),  HERE  (food 
service),  and  the  California  Nurses  Asso- 
ciation. They  are  militant  and  determined 
to  win.  But  they  are  in  danger  of  being 
thwarted  by  the  sellout  union  misleaders. 
who  don’t  know  how  to  win  strikes,  and 


work  overtime  to  prevent  class  struggle. 
They  are  steering  the  strike  down  the 
path  to  defeat:  an  absurd  consumer  boy- 
cott of  Clorox  (whose  chief  financial  offi- 
cer sits  on  the  hospital  board)  and  election 
rallies  for  the  Democratic  Party.  To  assist 
them,  they’ve  brought  in  Jesse  Jackson 
to  run  point.  Jackson  turns  picket  lines 
into  prayer  vigils,  and  counsels  that  “The 
dignity  of  workers  and  the  profits  of  man- 
agement are  not  inconsistent”  ( San  Fran- 
cisco Chronicle , 8 June).  The  strikers 
know  better. 


In  the  first  week  of  the  strike,  workers 
held  rallies  at  the  hospital  on  almost  a 
daily  basis.  Picket  lines  swelled  with 
other  Bay  Area  workers,  especially  hos- 
pital workers  who  recognize  the  Summit 
battle  as  their  own.  On  May  29,  Jesse 
Jackson  showed  up:  he  wanted  to  turn 
the  strikers  into  voting  cattle  for  the 
Democratic  Party.  But  he  didn’t  bargain 
on  the  fact  that  Summit  strikers  are  angry 
and  determined  to  fight.  Jackson’s  stroll 
to  the  entrance  of  the  hospital  turned  into 
a charge,  as  workers  said  "Let's  storm 


it!"  and  marched  past  guards  and  into 
the  lobby,  with  scared  hospital  bosses 
standing  by.  But  Jesse  Jackson  saved 
their  bacon,  saying  “This  is  not  what  we 
need — we  don't  want  a riot,"  and  telling 
strikers  to  get  down  on  their  knees  and 
pray  ( Oakland  Tribune,  30  May).  After 
meeting  with  the  bosses.  Jackson  came 
out  to  lecture  the  strikers  that  “the  point 
is  not  storming  the  door.” 

From  Jesse  Jackson  to  "flat  tax"  Jerry 
Brown,  the  Democratic  Party  politicians 
have  been  all  over  the  Summit  strike — in 
order  to  bury  it  under  electoral  illusions. 
The  Democrats,  just  like  their  Republi- 
can partners,  have  presided  over  years 
of  layoffs,  givebacks  and  plant  closings. 
In  cities  from  L.A.  to  New  York,  black 
Democratic  Party  front  men  administer 
the  budget  cuts,  layoffs  and  racist  cop 
terror  of  capitalism  in  decay. 

To  win,  you  must  hit  Summit’s  profit- 
greedy  bosses  where  it  hurts,  and  stop 
the  increasing  number  of  scabs.  Bay 
Area  labor — Teamsters,  longshoremen, 
transit  workers — must  come  out  in  force 
to  ring  the  hospital  with  mass  pickets 
and  shut  Summit  down!  Strikers,  who  are 
fighting  for  decent  health  care  as  well 
as  their  unions,  will  win  wide  commu- 
nity support — especially  if  they  cham- 
pion the  right  of  free  abortion  on  demand 
against  Summit's  ban  on  all  abortions  at 
the  insistence  of  Providence,  which  was 
a Catholic  hospital. 

At  the  same  picket  line  rally  where 
Jackson  spoke,  the  labor  bureaucrats 
of  the  hospital  unions  brought  Oakland 
mayor  Elihu  Harris  in  to  speechify  that 
“the  ability  of  people  to  withhold  their 
labor  for  a just  and  fair  wage  is  the  only 
thing  that  separates  our  society  from 
slavery."  But  as  Marx  said  125  years  ago. 
“instead  of  the  conservative  motto,  ‘ A 
fair  day's  wage  for  a fair  day's  work!'" 
the  working  class  “ought  to  inscribe 
on  their  banner  the  revolutionary  watch- 
word, ‘Abolition  of  the  wages  system!"' 
That  fight  requires  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  to  lead  it.  ■ 


L.A.:  More  Killer  Cops  Walk 


LOS  ANGELES — In  a case  that  the  local 
community  of  Pacific  Islanders  from 
Samoa  is  calling  its  own  "Rodney  King 
case,”  on  June  3 an  L.A.  judge  refused 
to  order  the  retrial  of  a cop  who  last 
year  gunned  down  two  Samoan  brothers 
in  cold  blood.  So  killer  cop  Albert 
Skiles.  who  pumped  19  bullets  into 
his  victims  (13  in  the  back!)  in  this 
execution-style  murder,  will  walk  away, 
just  like  the  racist  cops  who  viciously 
beat  Rodney  King. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  on  12  Feb- 
ruary 1991  when  Skiles,  responding  to 
a report  of  a domestic  dispute,  saw 
the  two  Samoan  brothers  Pouvi  and 
Italia  Tualaulelei,  a warehouseman  and 
college  student  respectively,  in  the 
driveway  of  Pouvi’s  Compton,  Califor- 
nia house.  According  to  their  younger 
brother,  who  watched  in  horror  from 
a kitchen  window,  Pouvi  and  Italia 
had  obeyed  the  order  to  kneel  down. 


when  the  killer  cop  fired  ten  shots. 
Skiles  then  calmly  reloaded  and  fired 
nine  times  more  as  the  unarmed  brothers 
lay  helplessly  face  down  in  their  own 
blood. 

These  killings,  which  the  cops  incred- 
ibly claim  were  “self-defense."  drew  an 
immediate  outcry  from  the  community 
of  more  than  20,000  Samoans  in  Los 
Angeles  County,  concentrated  in  the  cit- 
ies of  Compton.  Carson  and  Long  Beach. 
The  trial  at  one  point  was  suspended  due 
to  the  days  of  outrage  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  acquittal  of  the  racist  cops  in  the 
Rodney  King  case.  On  May  19,  Judge 
John  Reid  declared  a mistrial  when  there 
was  a hung  jury  on  two  counts  of  vol- 
untary manslaughter  against  cop  Skiles 
(who  is  currently  on  medical  leave  for 
“stress”). 

In  response  to  the  judge’s  declara- 
tion of  mistrial,  L.A.  and  Compton 
police  were  ordered  on  tactical  alert.  The 


Samoan  community  held  several  dem- 
onstrations. culminating  with  a march 
of  1,000  at  Compton  Civic  Center  on 
May  28.  With  police  at  every  corner 
and  helicopters  hovering  overhead,  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Samoan  Council  of 
Chiefs  pleaded  for  a “peaceful,  digni- 
fied” response  to  coldblooded  murder. 

But  this  racist  outrage  has  sparked  a 
never-before-seen  anger  and  activism 
among  the  usually  clannish  and  insular 
Samoan  community.  As  June  Pouesi  of 
the  Samoan  Affairs  Council  stated,  “This 
mistrial  sends  a message  to  all  law 
enforcement  that  they  have  the  right 
to  shoot  to  kill  when  they  deal  with 
any  Samoan."  Skiles'  defense  attorney, 
George  Franscell,  described  the  broth- 
ers as  “beefy  Samoans”  in  justifying  the 
barrage  of  19  bullets!  So  their  “crime" 
was  they  had  dark  skin  and  were  big. 

Some  demonstrators  have  also  pointed 
to  a 1989  raid  by  county  sheriffs  of  a 


bridal  shower  at  the  Cerritos  home  of 
Arthur  Dole,  a Samoan  American,  where 
a videotape  by  neighbors  showed  depu- 
ties dragging  guests  from  the  house  and 
hitting  them  with  clubs  after  they  were 
made  to  lie  face  down  on  the  ground. 
The  family  and  most  of  the  40  guests  in 
attendance  have  filed  a $40  million  law- 
suit against  the  county. 

On  June  3,  Judge  Reid  decided  that 
there  would  be  no  retrial  of  Skiles. 
shocking  a packed  courtroom  of  family 
and  relatives.  Chief  Ietitaia  Tualaulelei. 
an  uncle  of  the  brothers,  walked  out 
as  Judge  Reid  read  his  decision,  saying, 
“you  can’t  find  justice  in  the  Amer- 
ican system,  to  put  it  bluntly.  Some- 
one can  commit  murder  and  get  away 
with  it.” 

Indeed,  the  racist  cops  and  courts 
provide  no  “justice”  for  the  working 
class  and  minorities  in  this  country.  It 
will  take  a fighting  integrated  revolu- 
tionary workers  party  to  bring  down  this 
increasingly  murderous  ruling  class  and 
its  cop  assassins.  A workers  government 
will  avenge  the  killings  of  Pouvi  and 
Italia  Tualaulelei.  ■ 


on  the  German  public  workers  strike. 
Getting  foreign  capitalists  to  partially 
finance  the  integration  of  eastern  Ger- 
many and  neocolonial  investment  in  East 
Europe  can  work  only  if  it  is  accompa- 
nied by  an  increased  rate  of  exploitation 
in  Germany  and,  moreover,  can  only  be 
sustained  for  a few  years. 

Here  it’s  useful  to  consider  the  expe- 
rience of  the  U.S.  in  the  1980s.  In  fact, 
a study  on  the  effects  of  German  reuni- 
fication by  the  Pentagon’s  premier  think 
tank,  the  Rand  Corporation,  predicted: 
“The  cost  of  rebuilding  the  GDR  [East 
Germany)  and  other  Eastern  bloc  econ- 
omies could  well  lead  to  a redirection 
of  capital  flows  akin  to  those  induced 


by  Reaganomics  in  the  1980s"  (Ronald 
D.  Asmus,  German  Unification  and  Its 
Ramifications  [1991]). 

Between  1980  and  1983,  the  total  gov- 
ernment deficit  in  the  U.S.  shot  up  from 
one-quarter  of  private  savings  to  practi- 
cally 100  percent.  Reagan  financed  his 
big  military  buildup  by  borrowing  mas- 
sively from  the  rest  of  the  world.  Real 
interest  rates  in  the  U.S.  and  conse- 
quently in  other  financial  markets  were 
driven  up  to  the  highest  level  "since  the 
birth  of  Christ,”  as  Helmut  Schmidt  com- 
plained in  1981.  This  was  achieved  by 
combining  a deflationary  monetary  pol- 
icy, which  produced  a sharp  recession  in 
the  early  1980s,  with  a union-busting 


offensive.  Reagan’s  breaking  of  the 
PATCO  air  controllers  strike  in  1981  was 
one  of  the  preconditions  for  selling  tens 
of  billions  of  dollars  in  Treasury  bills  to 
the  Japanese. 

However,  large-scale  foreign  borrow- 
ing for  unproductive  expenditure  can 
only  be  sustained  for  a few  years.  After 
that,  the  increasing  deb'  service  leads 
to  large  balance-of-payments  deficits, 
putting  downward  pressure  on  the  bor- 
rower's currency  in  foreign-exchange 
markets.  International  financiers  then 
pull  their  money  out  to  preserve  its 
(exchange)  value.  The  Japanese  have 
pulled  out  over  $100  billion  from 
the  U.S.  since  the  1987  Wall  Street 


crash,  a major  factor  contributing  to 
the  recession  of  the  past  few  years. 

Therefore,  it  is  most  unlikely  that 
in  the  middle  run  the  Fourth  Reich 
can  achieve  through  economic  means 
what  the  Third  Reich  failed  to  do  by 
military  means.  The  attempt  to  do  so 
will  intensify  the  class  struggle  in 
Germany  itself,  increase  tension  be- 
tween the  German  and  other  European 
bourgeoisies,  and  perpetuate  the  chaos 
in  East  Europe.  The  bloody  disaster  in 
Yugoslavia  exemplifies  the  inability  of 
German  imperialism  to  translate  its  eco- 
nomic strength  and  consequent  diplo- 
matic influence  into  political  power  on 
the  ground  in  East  Europe.  ■ 
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Report  from  Vietnam 


We  received  the  following  eyewitness 
account  from  Inga,  a sympathizer  in  Aus- 
tralia who  is  a nurse  and  traveled  to 
Vietnam  this  past  winter,  in  part  to  check 
on  the  delivery  of  medical  supplies  she 
had  collected  in  Sydney  as  a contribution 
to  a Vietnamese  hospital.  This  was  our 
correspondent's  second  visit  to  Vietnam, 
the  first  was  a year  ago.  She  arrived  in 
Ho  Chi  Minh  City  (formerly  Saigon)  and 
traveled  from  there  to  Hanoi. 

I was  stunned  by  the  difference  in  Ho 
Chi  Minh  City  between  last  year  and 
this.  It’s  looking  more  what  I imagine 
Saigon  must  have  been  before  '75. 
Bright  lights  blink  at  you  from  shop 
fronts,  hotels  and  a few  bars  (there 
were  none  of  these  last  year).  English 
signs  abound — advertising  all  sorts  of 
electronic,  electrical  and  photographic 
goods.  Some  Vietnamese  investment/ 
business  companies  have  sprung  up  and 
the  banks  are  now  clearly  identified  as 
such.  Bars/cafes  had  names  like  "Suzie” 
or  "Ma  Chere"  and  one  was  even  called 
“Apocalypse  Now,”  named  after  that 
anti-Communist  film,  I was  proudly  told 
by  a restaurant  manager.  “Apocalypse 
Now”  is  famous  there  for  its  rock  music 
which  blares  out  at  night.  Music  tapes 
from  the  West  are  now  readily  avail- 
able— at  what  price  I don’t  know.  All 
the  old  hotels  have  had  facelifts  and  there 
seem  to  be  quite  a number  of  new  ones 
— some  of  them  now  have  names  in 
English. 

I saw  more  cripples  on  the  streets 
compared  to  last  year — mostly  beg- 
ging— young  men  victims  of  chemical 
warfare — deformed  or  missing  limbs 
(clearly  not  the  result  of  accidents).  Also 
I saw  people  sleeping  on  the  sidewalks 
and  in  empty  building  lots.  I didn’t 
see  this  last  year — doesn’t  mean  they 
weren’t  there — just  that  in  a little  bit  of 
time  I did  more  walking  all  over  the 
central  city  area. 

Two  things  really  hit  me  as  indicators 
of  where  the  government  is  going.  All 
the  old  billboards  in  Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
celebrating  the  ’75  victory  and  end  of 
30  years  of  struggle  have  gone.  They 
have  really  cleaned  up  in  readiness  for 
capitalist  investment.  The  past  is  being 
buried — no  more  daily  reminders  for  the 
people  or  for  the  capitalists  of  that  great 
victory  for  the  workers  and  peasants/ 
defeat  for  the  imperialists.  And  sec- 
ondly— the  bookshops!  All  full  of  books 
in  English  on  how  to  invest  and  set  up 
businesses.  Books  on  laws  and  regula- 
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In  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  bicycles  are  still  the  main  mode  of  transportation.  Down  with  the  vindictive  imperialist  embargo! 


operations — water  is  poured  out  of  a 
bucket  over  their  hands,  as  is  soap. 
Operating  linen  is  washed  by  hand  and 
the  suture  cupboards  were  bare.  The 
anaesthetic  machine  was  primitive  and 
they  have  no  intra-operative  monitoring 
equipment. 

I was  quite  shocked  to  see  how  poor 
they  were  and  what  little  equipment  the 
hospital  had.  I had  told  them  I'd  see  if 
I could  do  anything  to  help,  and  after 
returning  to  Sydney  I managed  to  collect 
quite  a lot  of  supplies,  intravenous 
equipment,  for  example.  I wanted  to  visit 
the  hospital  and  see  if  the  equipment  I’d 
shipped  on  had  arrived. 

Spent  some  time  talking  to  the  deputy 
director  who  I’d  met  last  year.  He  asked 
why  I was  so  interested  in  the  country 
so  I told  him  that  the  American  war  was 
a crucial  factor  in  my  becoming  a com- 
munist. He  immediately  wanted  to  know 
if  I still  was  one.  Along  with  two  visiting 
Chinese  doctors  (malaria  experts  who 
have  perfected  a cure  using  traditional 
medicine)  I was  taken  out  once  again  for 
lunch.  On  introducing  me  at  the  table 
the  deputy  director  announced  I was  a 
communist — at  which  the  Chinese  doc- 
tors applauded  and  cheered.  (The  other 
doctors  just  smiled.) 

I talked  about  the  International  Com- 
munist League’s  position  of  military 
victory  to  the  NLF  during  the  war,  our 
opposition  to  the  seating  of  Pol  Pot  at 
the  United  Nations,  and  worldwide  pro- 
tests we  launched  against  the  1979  inva- 
sion of  Vietnam  by  Peking  in  collusion 
with  U.S.  imperialism.  I likened  the 
government  to  the  old  bureaucracy  in  the 
Soviet  Union — bureaucratic,  building 
socialism  in  one  country.  Now  they’re 
trying  to  deal  with  their  economic  prob- 
lems by  inviting  capitalist  investment — a 
strategy  for  defeat.  The  director  was  very 
sure  that  the  government  knew  how  to 
handle  things. 

I also  talked  about  the  counterrevolu- 
tion going  on  in  the  USSR,  the  capitalist 
reunification  of  Germany  and  the  with- 
drawal of  Soviet  aid  to  Vietnam.  I made 
the  point  that  the  Soviet  workers  owed 
the  Vietnamese  workers  a debt  for  stay- 
ing the  hand  of  U.S.  imperialism  with 
their  great  victory.  The  director  was 
very  astonished  and  appreciative — they 
began  talking  amongst  themselves — 
then  turned  to  me  to  say  that  this  was  a 
unique  view  and  no  one  thought  like  that 
today.  I don’t  think,  though,  my  inter- 
preter translated  everything  I said — I'd 
gone  on  to  mention  Ta  Thu  Thau  and  the 
Vietnamese  Trotskyists — that’s  where  he 
cut  out,  I think. 

They  insisted  on  driving  me  back 


tions.  I even  saw  a schoolbook  in  Hanoi 
on  business  regulations! 

Once  I’d  done  my  organising  I 
dumped  my  pack  and  took  off  to  the  Ben 
Thanh  markets  to  find  Ta  Thu  Thau 
Street  (named  for  the  leader  of  Vietnam- 
ese Trotskyism)  before  it  got  dark.  Well, 
the  street  exists  but  is  now  called  Luu 
Van  Lang  Street.  Many  streets  have  sev- 
eral names — from  the  time  of  the  French 
occupation,  the  American  war  (Vietnam 
war)  and  post-’75.  Most  people  know  all 
the  names. 

I had  hired  an  interpreter  from  one  of 
the  main  tourist  companies  to  go  with 
me  to  Xuan  Loc  Hospital,  about  80 
kilometres  north  of  Ho  Chi  Minh  City. 
The  next  morning  we  met  at  the  tourist 
office  and  each  took  a cycle  to  the  bus 
station.  We  walked  around  looking  for 
a “bus”  going  to  Xuan  Loc.  Not  your 
regular  buses,  but  little  covered  pickup 
vans — some  very  old.  All  with  two  nar- 
row benches  down  each  side  and  another 
in  the  middle.  So  off  we  went  jammed 
in  knee  to  knee. 

Xuan  Loc  Hospital 

To  recap  what  I was  doing  at  Xuan 
Loc.  Last  year  I visited  the  hospital, 
which  is  in  Dong  Nai  Province.  This 
was  the  area  where  the  Australian  troops 
did  most  of  their  dirty  work  during  the 
war.  It  also  has  many  rubber  plantations 


where  thousands  of  Vietnamese  perished 
through  exhaustion  and  starvation  during 
French  rule.  Today  it  is  the  area  most 
heavily  infested  with  malaria-carrying 
mosquitoes.  The  hills  in  this  area  are  still 
completely  denuded  of  vegetation  from 
chemical  defoliation. 

A few  details  about  the  hospital  at 
Xuan  Loc  might  be  interesting.  Although 
it’s  a district  hospital  (the  city  hospitals 
would  be  a little  better  off),  it’s  probably 
fairly  representative.  It  serves  a popula- 
tion of  300,000,  has  400  beds  and  is 
staffed  by  42  doctors,  150  nurses  and  50 
specialist  technicians.  Their  main  health 
problems  are  malaria  and  dengue  fever. 
My  guide’s  sister  died  from  this  a 
few  years  ago.  Eighty  percent  of  their 
equipment  was  left  over  from  the  U.S. 
occupation.  The  government  finances  60 
percent  and  the  rest  comes  from  the 
patients. 

The  doctors’  average  monthly  salary 
was  70-80  thousand  dong  (at  last  year's 
rate  this  is  US$12).  The  nurses  get  40-50 
thousand  dong,  work  a 48-hour  week  and 
often  overtime  up  to  another  48  hours! 
Last  year  this  wasn’t  mentioned  but  this 
year  they  told  me  private  medical  prac- 
tice is  allowed.  Given  their  lack  of 
resources  the  patients  appeared  well 
looked  after.  There  was  no  bed  linen  and 
some  lay  on  newspaper  on  the  beds. 
There  was  no  running  water  to  scrub  for 


Streetcorners 
that  used  to  sport 
revolutionary 
posters  now  have 
ads  for  Western 
capitalists.  Left: 
Ho  Chi  Minh  City, 
1990;  Right: 
Hanoi,  1992. 
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80  kilometres  to  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  in 
the  brand-new  hospital  ambulance.  Last 
year  the  ambulance  was  an  old  Austra- 
lian army  jeep  which  they'd  said  then 
belonged  in  a vehicle  cemetery.  My 
interpreter  sat  in  the  back  seat  and  I sat 
in  the  front  next  to  the  driver  and  we 
continued  to  discuss  politics  all  the  way 
back  to  Ho  Chi  Minh  City.  It  was  a little 
difficult  as  the  driver  tooted  the  horn  all 
the  way  home. 

From  Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
to  Hanoi 

Last  year  I spent  three  weeks  in  Viet- 
nam, traveling  from  Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
down  to  Vinh  Long  in  the  Mekong  Delta, 
then  up  to  Dalai  in  the  mountains.  I went 
out  to  the  coast  and  drove  up  past  Cam 
Ranh  Bay  (empty)  to  Danang  and  Hue. 
From  Danang  I flew  to  Hanoi  and  was 
driven  out  through  Haiphong  to  Halong 
Bay. 

In  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  there’s  a museum 
dedicated  to  the  role  of  women  in  the 
anti-imperialist  struggle.  It’s  in  a beau- 
tiful old  converted  mansion  run  by  a 
young  woman  who  clearly  adores  Uncle 
Ho.  Was  very  impressive — photos  from 
the  turn  of  the  century  on — many  of  lead- 
ers whom  I hadn’t  heard  of.  Quite  a few 
photos  of  women  in  prison — hunger 
strikes  and  the  awful  conditions.  Didn’t 
get  a chance  to  go  back  this  time  so  don’t 
know  if  it’s  still  there. 

I also  went  out  to  the  tunnels  at  Cu 
Chi — 30  kilometres  west  of  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City.  There  is  a building  there  and 
a guide  to  tell  you  how  they  lived  and 
fought  and  used  the  tunnels  (which  were 
the  main  supply  and  transportation  route 
for  the  NLF-North  Vietnamese  forces 
during  the  war).  Also  two  maps — one  of 
the  actual  tunnels  and  the  other  showing 
the  U.S.  army’s  approximation  of  them. 


I crawled  through  about  50  metres  (wid- 
ened for  tourists) — and  it  was  quite  ter- 
rifying. The  guide  had  a little  torch  but 
when  he  turned  a comer  it  became  pitch 
black.  It  was  hot,  stuffy  and  smelled  of 
urine,  and  my  back  kept  bumping  against 
the  tunnel  roof.  I was  very  glad  to  get 
out  but  it  was  worth  doing — you  couldn’t 
but  be  impressed  at  their  courage  and 
guts. 

At  Danang  I went  out  to  the  Marble 
Mountains — a few  little  hills  of  rock  in 
an  otherwise  flat  landscape — and  I won- 
dered how  on  earth  the  U.S.  military 
hadn’t  been  able  to  blow  to  smithereens 
the  women  NLF  guerrilla  units  who  took 
potshots  at  the  U.S.  air  base  from  there. 
I climbed  up  the  top  of  one  mountain — 
from  the  inside — wriggling  and  hauling 
myself  up  through  shafts  in  the  rock 
(almost  impossible  to  descend  that  way 
if  you  suddenly  took  fright).  The  cave  I 
started  from  had  several  plaques  in  mem- 
ory of  those  killed  by  bombs  being 
dropped  on  them.  Now  the  bomb  holes 
in  the  roof  of  the  cave  are  almost  over- 
grown with  vegetation.  1 swam  in  the 


sea  at  China  Beach  just  out  of  Danang — 
clear  warm  water  and  soft  breakers.  Had 
to  borrow  a bikini  from  a local  woman 
as  I’d  left  mine  in  the  hotel. 

The  roads  are  generally  very  poor. 
Highway  1 between  HCM  City  and 
Hanoi  is  in  parts  full  of  potholes — south 
of  Danang  we  drove  at  15  kilometres  per 
hour  to  avoid  hitting  them — and  you 
wouldn’t  want  to  drive  at  night.  Road 
repairs  are  primitive — large  rocks  and 


stones  are  used  to  fill  the  holes — and 
they  just  sit  there  loosely.  Between 
Hanoi  and  Haiphong  I saw  a truck  full 
of  rocks  and  stones  and  4-5  people  shov- 
eling them  into  the  holes.  This  work  was 
done  by  both  men  and  women  in  quite 
hot  weather  (last  year  it  was  an  unsea- 
sonably hot  winter).  Many  bridges  have 
only  been  partly  rebuilt,  allowing  only 
for  one-way  traffic,  so  you  may  have  to 
wait  up  to  one  hour  to  get  across. 

Like  the  road  repairs — the  lack  of 
mechanisation  is  also  seen  in  the  rice- 
threshing  techniques.  Bundles  of  rice 
stalks  are  placed  on  the  roads  so  that 
vehicles  driving  over  them  separate  out 
the  grain,  which  then  gets  swept  up. 

Hanoi 

The  countryside  around  Hanoi’s  air- 
port is  dotted  with  little  ponds — bomb 
craters  in  fact.  Generally  Hanoi  is  much 
poorer  than  Ho  Chi  Minh  City — fewer 
cars  and  more  people  more  shabbily 
dressed.  At  first  I thought  it  looked  the 
same  as  last  year,  but  the  same  changes 
are  taking  place  there — though  not  so 


immediately  obvious.  Hang  Ba  Street 
has  many  shops  jammed  with  stereo  and 
video  equipment — Sony,  Sanyo,  Sharp. 
Also  in  this  street  are  several  Honda 
motorbike  shops.  Other  shops  have  such 
things  as  electric  cookers  made  in  the 
West.  In  Tran  Tien  Street  there  were 
more  tourist  shops  than  I remember,  sell- 
ing watches,  cameras,  (old)  arts  and 
crafts.  Some  young  women  in  Hanoi 
were  wearing  makeup — didn’t  see  that 
last  year — also  street  stalls  were  selling 
eye  shadow,  lipstick  and  face  creams. 

Most  of  my  time  in  Hanoi  I spent 
going  round  the  museums — history,  mil- 
itary, revolutionary  history.  Ho  Chi  Minh 
museum  and  mausoleum.  In  one  was  a 
book,  Trotsky  and  Counterrevolution. 
This  was  the  only  reference  I saw  to  the 
genuine  revolutionary  traditions  that 
once  existed.  Every  time  I came  to  photo 
displays  of  the  1945  Saigon  events  I 
asked  my  guide  for  translations.  Of 
course  it  was  all  Stalinist  banners,  leaf- 
lets and  demos. 

Today  there  are  something  like  ten  and 
a half  million  people  who  require  some 
form  of  health  care  as  a result  of  the 
war,  i.e.,  are  limbless  or  known  to  be 
chemically  affected.  Many  people  still 
die  or  are  maimed  by  stepping  on  unex- 
ploded mines.  The  metal  is  precious  and 
can  be  sold,  so  people  try  to  retrieve 
mines  unaware  of  the  danger.  Of  course 
the  U.S.  government  has  refused  to  hand 
over  maps  of  the  minefields. 

Dioxin  is  present  in  the  food  chain 
and  thus  in  breast  milk.  Many  young 
women  have  cervical  cancer  and  are 
sterile.  There  is  a high  incidence  of 
aborted  foetuses  and  in  the  HCM  City 
war  crimes  museum  is  a foetus  with  no 
brain,  four  arms  and  four  legs.  Soldiers 


who  fought  in  the  south  (VC/NLF  and 
DRV)  have  a 17  times  higher  cancer  rate 
than  those  who  remained  in  the  north. 
Some  27  percent  of  forests  in  the  south 
were  destroyed,  affecting  climate  and 
crop  yields. 

The  housing  shortage  is  acute — young 
married  couples  often  live  with  their  par- 
ents. Marriage  is  often  delayed  because 
of  poverty  and  lack  of  housing.  My 
30-year-old  driver  from  last  year  said  he 
was  too  poor  to  marry.  While  contra- 
ception is  supposedly  available,  I bet 
it's  too  expensive  (didn't  find  out),  and 
is  definitely  unavailable  in  rural  areas. 
You  know  most  if  not  all  these  things 
anyway — like  the  rise  in  prostitution, 
massive  unemployment  and  children 
growing  up  without  education  not  only 
because  it’s  too  expensive  but  also 
because  they  must  work  to  help  support 
the  family. 

* * * 

On  her  way  to  Vietnam,  our  supporter 
was  in  Moscow  on  November  7,  the 
anniversary  of  the  Bolshevik  Revolu- 
tion. Pravda  (9  November)  spoke  with 
her  there  and  in  a sampling  of  opin- 
ions from  the  crowd  they  wrote:  “An 
Australian  woman  from  the  International 
Communist  League:  ’The  October  Rev- 
olution was  directed  to  the  whole  world. 
What  is  happening  with  you  these  days 
is  a blow  to  communists  in  all  coun- 
tries’." Not  least  of  these  is  Vietnam.  It’s 
all  the  more  necessary  to  struggle  for 
Trotskyist  parties  to  turn  back  the  tide 
of  counterrevolution.  For  workers  polit- 
ical revolution  from  Moscow  to  Peking 
and  Hanoi!  Vietnam  was  a victory — 
Two,  three,  many  defeats  for  U.S. 
imperialism!  ■ 
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These  unemployed,  demobilized  soldiers  were  among  the  many  people  lined 
up  to  visit  Ho  Chi  Minh’s  house  in  Hanoi. 
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—Fritz  brosius— 
Artist  and  Friend 


Fritz  Brosius,  artist,  friend  of  the 
Spartacist  League  and  father  of  our 
comrade  Helene,  died  on  May  23  at 
thr  ige  of  87.  An  active  witness  of  the 
\si  >- 19  German  Spartacus  Uprising 
and  a lifelong  admirer  of  Lenin,  in  his 
later  years  Fritz  gave  freely  of  his  art 
and  his  time  to  the  comrades  of  our 
movement.  We  mourn  the  loss  of  this 
talented  man,  also  a wise  and  charming 
companion,  and  send  our  condolences 
to  Helene,  her  brother  Carl,  Fritz’s 
granddaughter  Danna,  and  to  Fritz’s 
two  surviving  sisters,  Maria  and  Helen. 

As  a 14-year-old  youth  in  Berlin, 
Fritz  toured  the  barricades  on  his 
bicycle  during  the  Spartacus  Uprising, 
carrying  messages,  eagerly  observing 
the  mass  political  activity.  He  bought 
one  of  the  rifles  that  many  hungry  sol- 
diers sold  on  the  street  (his  Prussian 
father  made  him  turn  it  in  after  the 
defeat  of  the  revolution).  Fritz  told  of 
hearing  Karl  Liebknecht  speak  to  a 
hushed  and  attentive  crowd.  Seeing 
how  the  German  working  masses  sup- 
ported the  Spartacists.  he  was  puzzled 
by  the  failure  of  the  uprising.  This 
firsthand  experience  of  the  revolution- 
ary social  struggle  which  wracked  the 
Kaiser’s  disintegrating  empire  shaped 
Fritz’s  adult  consciousness.  He  deeply 
believed  in  the  need  for  a communist 
future  for  humanity. 

In  1938  Fritz  drew  on  his  experi- 
ences in  1918-19  in  painting  a series 
of  five  tempera  panels  about  the  upris- 


ing, which  he  donated  to  the  Spartacist 
League  in  1985.  Fritz  had  attended  our 
national  conference  that  year,  and  he 
gave  us  the  paintings  after  being  asked 


if  he  knew  of  an  appropriate  graphic 
for  our  membership  cards.  The  com- 
rade who  spoke  with  him  then  mov- 
ingly described  the  paintings  in  a letter 


Fritz's  two-color  woodcut  print 
of  the  mythical  Greek  hero 
Prometheus  reaching  for  the 
fire  of  the  gods  was  adapted 
as  the  logo  for  the  Prometheus 
Research  Library,  whose 
bookplate  is  pictured  above. 


of  condolence  to  Helene,  "Looking  at 
that  series  never  fails  to  evoke  the 
sense  of  heroism  of  those  days.  Fritz 
was  a witness  and  participant  in  the 
uprising.  I remember  him  explaining 
how  he  used  the  transition  from  red 
to  grey,  from  ascent  to  decline,  in 
the  composition’s  progression.  How 
familiar  that  pattern  has  become.  Fritz 
captured  the  bitterness  of  the  blows 
inflicted  in  1918-19,  and  that  we  again 
taste  today.  But  just  as  vividly,  it  is  the 
heroism  of  Liebknecht,  of  Spartacist, 
that  Fritz  captured  and  preserved  for 
all  generations."  The  series  now  hangs 
in  our  New  York  local  hall,  a powerful 
display  of  the  heritage  that  led  us  to 
choose  the  name  Spartacist  for  our 
organization  (see  “The  Spartacists.” 
WV  No.  389,  18  October  1985). 

Fritz  hated  the  cant  and  hypocrisy 
which  permeate  bourgeois  society — 
especially  organized  religion.  But  he 
was  also  deeply  shaped  by  the  rigorous 
classical  education  that  he  received,  as 
the  son  of  a prosperous  middle-class 
Berlin  family,  in  the  Gymnasium.  An 
appreciation  for  history,  literature  and 
for  Greek  and  Roman  mythology 
infused  Fritz’s  art  and  worldview;  he 
often  explained  that  Spartacus,  leader 
of  the  slave  revolt  in  ancient  Rome, 
was  the  source  of  the  name  taken  by 
German  communists  in  1918-19.  Fritz 
saw  Spartacus  as  the  reference  in  the 
line  of  the  Internationale,  “Arise  ye 
slaves  no  more  in  thrall.” 

Fritz’s  powerful  woodcut  of  the 
Greek  hero  Prometheus  was  adapted 
as  the  logo  for  the  Prometheus  Re- 
search Library,  archive  and  library 
of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Spartacist  League,  as  well  as  for  our 
party  membership  cards.  According  to 
ancient  Greek  myth,  Prometheus  chal- 
lenged the  gods  by  taking  fire  and 
giving  it  to  man:  remarking  on  the 
appropriateness  of  the  name  Prome- 
theus for  our  library,  Fritz  noted  sim- 
ply, “Prometheus  was  the  first  Lenin." 

The  breadth  of  Fritz’s  cultural  inter- 
ests often  astounded  those  who  knew 
him.  Schooled  in  the  social  mores  of 
the  pre- World  War  1 European  middle 
class,  he  combined  his  considerable 
erudition  with  an  old-world  charm 
which  was  often  disarming.  He  could 
also  be  quite  imperious,  a demeanor 
he  assumed  when  he  directed  com- 
rades in  the  painting  of  a mural  he 
designed  for  a party  facility  one  fun 
evening  in  1986.  He  was  an  avid  hiker, 
bird  watcher  and  boating  enthusiast; 
over  a glass  of  wine  or  Scotch  he 
loved  to  describe  the  many  things  he 
had  seen  and  painted  in  his  world 
travels.  But  he  was  also  a private  and 
very  modest  man.  We  know  only  bits 
of  his  personal  history. 

Fritz  studied  art  at  the  Kunst- 
gewerbeschule  and  became  a scenic 
artist  and  designer  with  Max  Reinhardt 
at  the  Deutsche  Theater  in  Berlin.  He 
was  greatly  influenced  by  the  German 
Expressionist  movement.  When  his 
American  mother  returned  to  South 
Carolina  in  1925,  Fritz  and  his  three 
sisters  accompanied  her.  The  American 
South  under  Prohibition  must  have 
been  quite  a shock  to  someone  used  to 
the  heady  cultural  mix  of  Weimar  Ber- 
lin. Fritz  soon  made  his  way  to  New 
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“Spartacus  1918”  (tempera  paint,  1938) 

Fritz  Brosius  painted  a series  of  five  panels  on  the  Spartacus  Uprising 
in  Berlin.  His  style  was  heavily  influenced  by  the  German  Expressionist 
school.  The  panels  capture  the  heroism  and  urgency  of  the  masses; 

Fritz  used  the  transition  from  ascending  to  descending  lines  and  from 
red  to  grey  to  capture  the  pain  of  defeat.  The  second  panel  (left)  portrays 
the  arming  of  the  workers.  The  paintings  hang  in  the  Spartacist  New  York 
local  hall. 


York  City,  where  he  found  a home  in 
the  lively  cultural  milieu  in  Greenwich 
Village  and  around  the  Communist 
Party’s  John  Reed  Clubs.  Fritz  joined 
the  party,  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Artists  Union  when  it  was  organ- 
ized by  CP  supporters  in  1934,  and 
spent  a lot  of  time  in  Harlem  where 
Communist  circles  overlapped  those  of 
the  Harlem  Renaissance.  Fritz  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  transformation  of  silk 
screen  to  an  art  medium.  He  designed 
sets  for,  and  danced  with,  a party  dance 
group;  he  also  designed  and  built 
backdrops  for  party  cultural  events  at 
Madison  Square  Garden. 

Fritz  also  recalled  being  involved  in 
other,  “non-cultural”  activities,  such  as 
an  organizing  drive  of  Harlem  coop- 
erative cafeteria  workers  in  1938.  But 
he  was  discouraged  by  what  he  re- 
garded as  the  lack  of  party  backup  for 
the  campaign,  and  he  was  demoralized 
by  the  death  of  two  of  his  friends  who 
had  gone  to  Spain  to  fight  on  the 
Republican  side  in  the  Civil  War. 

Fritz  was  never  one  to  hew  to 
orthodoxy,  especially  the  increasingly 
venal,  restrictive  and  mindless  one  of 
the  Stalinist  party  in  the  era  of  the 
Moscow  Purge  Trials.  In  1932,  when 
the  New  York  John  Reed  Clubs  had 
been  forced  to  admit  their  "grave 
error"  in  asking  the  Mexican  muralist 
Diego  Rivera — a supporter  of  Leon 
Trotsky — to  speak,  Fritz  broke  disci- 
pline by  going  to  Rivera’s  New  York 
studio  as  an  act  of  protest  against 
the  party’s  campaign.  In  1938  Fritz 
married  Leonore  Teller  Kelter,  an 
active  member  of  the  Socialist  Party 
and  teachers  union  organizer.  He  was 
devastated  to  discover  that  he  was 
“excommunicated”  by  the  party  as  a 
result  of  his  marriage:  he  remembered 
with  bitterness  learning  of  his  expul- 
sion by  reading  the  party  press.  Fritz 
and  Leonore  remained  together  until 
Leonore ’s  death  in  1979. 

Beginning  in  the  late  1940s  until 
his  retirement  in  1962,  Fritz  supported 
his  family  by  working  as  art  director 


of  the  Promotion  Department  of  Time 
magazine.  Throughout  that  period,  he 
pressed  forward  with  his  own  artwork 
away  from  the  stifling  atmosphere  at 
Time,  experimenting  with  a wealth  of 
media.  It  was  then  that  he  seriously 


took  up  the  art  of  woodcut  print  mak- 
ing. In  the  early  1960s  he  exhibited 
some  of  his  woodcuts  and  a series  of 
paper  and  paste  masks  depicting  tra- 
ditional and  mythical  representations 
of  the  planets,  and  he  had  various 
watercolor  shows.  But  for  the  most  part 
Fritz  made  little  effort  to  exhibit  or  sell 
his  work.  He  made  some  wonderful 
illustrated  calligraphy  books  which  he 
gave  to  friends  in  later  years;  in  the 
late  1970s  and  early  1980s  he  was  a 
popular  teacher  of  calligraphy  classes. 

Those  who  attended  the  open  house 


organized  after  his  death,  even  friends 
of  Fritz’s  who  had  known  him  for 
years,  were  in  awe  of  the  work  dis- 
played there,  much  of  it  for  the  first 
time.  An  impressive  body  of  work, 
spanning  a 60-year  period,  included  a 
wealth  of  pen  and  ink  drawings,  water- 
colors,  collages,  tile  mosaics,  as  well 
as  the  woodcut  prints,  planet  masks 
and  calligraphy  books.  Unfortunately 
we  can  display  only  a few  pieces 
on  these  pages,  but  they  evoke  his 
memory  far  better  than  anything  we 
write  here.  ■ 


Murasaki  no  Shikibu,  the  worlds  first 
novelist,  led  as  a woman  a precarious 
existence  at  the  imperial  court 
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But  it  will  be  unintelligible  only  to  one  who 
has  not  reflected  on  the  fact  that  democracy 
is  also  a state  and  thatconsequentl  u -demo- 
cracy wllljlso  disappear  when  the  state  disappears. 

Only  a revolution  can  destroy  the 
capitalist  state. 

The  state  in  general . dxat  is,  most  complete 
democracy, can.  only  wither  away . 

Vladimir  Jlyitch  Ulyanov,  Unin 
shook  the  capitalist  world  and  is 
still  vilified  sixty  years  after  his  death 
as  the  very  inuejeop  communism . 

our  time. 


Two  of  the  panels  from  Fritz’s  Illustrated 
calligraphy  book,  Some  of  My  Heroes. 
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Yugoslavia... 

(continued  from  page  I) 
new  constitution  on  April  27.  Accepting 
the  secession  of  the  counterrevolutionary 
Slovene  and  Croatian  regimes,  it  defined 
the  new  Yugoslavia  as  consisting  of  Ser- 
bia and  ethnically  Serbian  Montenegro, 
and  removed  the  word  “socialist”  from 
the  state’s  former  name,  the  Socialist 
Federal  Republic  of  Yugoslavia.  Days 
later,  Serbian  nationalist  strongman  Slo- 
bodan Milosevic  carried  out  a sweeping 
purge  of  the  Yugoslav  military,  dumping 
the  acting  defense  minister  and  39  other 
senior  generals,  having  already  purged 
the  federal  army  of  all  non-Serbs  in  the 
course  of  the  war  with  Croatia. 

Having  for  years  bled  Yugoslavia  and 
fueled  the  forces  of  local  nationalism  in 
order  to  promote  social  counterrevolu- 
tion, the  NATO  powers  now  seek  to 
impose  imperialist  “law  and  order”  on 
the  war-tom  country.  With  the  reunified 
Fourth  Reich  of  German  imperialism 
running  point,  reasserting  hegemony 
over  its  traditional  vassals  of  Croatia  and 
Slovenia,  they  are  out  to  humble  and 
bring  to  heel  the  Milosevic  regime.  After 
initially  opposing  the  German  drive  for 
dismemberment  of  Yugoslavia,  the  U.S. 
weighed  in  with  a push  for  anti-Serbian 
sanctions  in  a crude  attempt  to  drive 
home  who  was  top  dog  in  the  “New 
World  Order.”  On  May  30,  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council  ordered  an 
embargo  against  the  rump  Yugoslav 
state. 

Various  Western  spokesmen  have  also 


been  screaming  for  a full-scale  military 
intervention  against  Serbia,  and  a New 
York  Times  (28  May)  editorial  ominously 
cheered  that  the  UN  Chapter  7 provision 
mandating  the  embargo  was  the  same 
used  last  year  to  legitimate  the  U.S. -led 
slaughter  of  Iraq.  As  we  wrote  earlier 
this  year,  “If  the  UN  is  idiotic  enough 
to  intervene  militarily,  then  revolution- 
aries would  side  with  the  Yugoslav  army 
and  Serbia  against  the  imperialist- 
backed  forces,  whether  they  sport  blue 
helmets  or  not"  (WV  No.  543,  24  Janu- 
ary). Without  extending  an  iota  of  polit- 
ical support  to  the  reactionary  nationalist 
Milosevic  regime,  we  demand:  Down 
with  the  imperialist  embargo!  NATO/UN 
hands  off  Serbia/Montenegro! 

Military  intervention  into  the  byzan- 
tine  Yugoslav  bloodbath  would  certainly 
be  a measure  of  imperialist  idiocy.  Call- 
ing it  a "nightmare  scenario,”  David 
Fairhall  wrote  in  the  London  Guardian 
(2  June):  “When  the  military  hears  calls 
for  intervention  in  Sarajevo,  their  minds 
flash  back  not  to  the  triumphs  of  Kuwait, 
but  to  the  humiliation  of  Beirut."  Under 
the  headline  “Operation  Balkan  Storm?" 
the  conservative  British  Economist  (30 
May)  warned  that  “military  intervention 
could  end  in  a bloodbath,  enlarging  the 
war  it  was  designed  to  end.” 

Hungary’s  right-wing  nationalist  pres- 
ident claims  to  be  the  protector  of 
Yugoslavia’s  400,000  ethnic  Magyars. 
Albania  takes  a similar  stance  toward  the 
1.4  million  ethnic  Albanians  in  Kosovo 
and  Macedonia.  Bulgaria  claims  Mace- 


donia with  its  mainly  ethnic  Bulgarian 
population;  Greece,  which  has  massed 
troops  on  the  Macedonian  border,  claims 
it  as  “Greece’s  stolen  jewels”  and  raves 
that  the  name  “Macedonia”  is  an  exclu- 
sive Greek  trademark.  Turkey,  which  is 
seeking  to  reassert  the  claims  of  the 
Ottoman  Caliphate,  has  threatened  to 
send  troops  in  to  protect  the  Mus- 
lim Slavs  of  Bosnia  while  contemplat- 
ing another  front  against  Armenia  and 
engaging  in  an  ongoing  genocidal  war 


against  its  Kurdish  population  (including 
most  recently  on  its  Armenian  border). 

While  hypocritically  and  one-sidedly 
denouncing  Serbian  atrocities,  Germany 
and  its  Common  Market  allies  have 
responded  to  the  largest  movement  of 
refugees  in  Europe  since  World  War  II 
by  inciting  racist  attacks  on  immigrants 
and  pulling  up  the  drawbridges  of  “For- 
tress Europe.”  On  May  22,  German 
interior  minister  Seiters  announced  that 
restrictive  visa  regulations  would  remain 
in  place  for  Bosnians  despite  the  civil 
war.  A two-day  West  European  confer- 
ence on  the  Balkan  refugee  problem 
“generously”  voted  to  send  100,000  tents 
to  Croatia,  holding  up  the  UN  concen- 
tration camps  for  Kurds  in  northern  Iraq 
as  a model. 

Social  counterrevolution  has  once 
again  made  the  Balkans  the  flash  point 
of  ancient  nationalist  hatreds  and  inter- 
imperialist  rivalries.  It  was  in  Sarajevo, 
after  all,  that  the  opening  shot  of  World 
War  I was  Fired,  when  a Serbian  nation- 
alist assassinated  Austrian  archduke 
Franz  Ferdinand  (whose  presence  there 
on  June  28,  the  Serbian  national  holiday 
of  Vidovdan,  was  a provocation  on 
the  order  of  the  British  monarch  mak- 
ing an  appearance  in  Dublin  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  Easter  Uprising).  Sec- 
retary of  State  James  Baker’s  attack 
on  the  Europeans’  failure  to  subju- 
gate Milosevic  came  hours  after  France 
and  Germany  announced  plans  to  form 
their  35,000-man  joint  "Eurocorps,”  the 
nucleus  of  a future  European  army 


independent  of  U.S. -dominated  NATO 
and  centered  on  the  power  of  German 
imperialism.  France  threatened  to  scuttle 
the  embargo  proposal  altogether  and 
reportedly  braintrusted  a conciliatory 
letter  by  Milosevic  to  the  UN  aimed  at 
averting  the  sanctions. 

Restoring  imperialist  “stability”  in 
Yugoslavia  is  now  seen  as  a test  of  the 
“New  World  Order”  proclaimed  by  Bush 
over  the  corpses  of  100,000  Iraqi  dead. 
As  we  noted  at  the  time,  this  “new  order" 
is  beginning  to  look  very  much  like  the 
imperialist  disorder  which  preceded 
World  War  I.  The  Bolshevik  Revolution 
pointed  the  only  way  out  of  fratricidal 
slaughter  and  the  certainty  of  future 
interimperialist  wars. 

Squalid  Nationalism  on 
All  Sides 

Much  of  the  Western  press  has  sought 
to  portray  Serbian  nationalist  strongman 
Milosevic  as  the  main  villain  of  the  piece. 
On  the  eve  of  the  UN  sanctions,  German 
foreign  minister  Klaus  Kinkel  put  it  suc- 
cinctly: “It  must  be  said  clearly  who  is 
responsible.  The  Serbians  are  responsi- 
ble.” This  comes  from  the  mouth  of  one 
of  the  architects  of  the  bloody  dismem- 
berment of  Yugoslavia!  If  the  Serbian 
nationalists  have  been  more  successful 
than  their  Croat  counterparts  in  pursuing 
their  respective  chauvinist  projects,  it  is 
only  because  they  have  greater  numbers 
and  Firepower.  In  the  dog-eat-dog  com- 
petition of  returning  capitalism,  it  is  only 
“natural”  that  each  gang  of  bourgeois 
nationalists  seeks  to  carve  out  as  big  a 
piece  of  the  pie  as  it  can. 

Milosevic  is  certainly  a nationalist 
bastard,  while  Croatian  leader  Franjo 


Tudjman  is  an  open  admirer  of  the 
clerical-fascist  Ustasha,  which  under  the 
Nazi  occupation  massacred  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Serbs,  Jews  and  Roma 
(Gypsies).  And  the  leader  of  the  stillborn 
“independent"  Bosnian  state,  Alija 
Izbetgovic,  is  known  for  having  authored 
a 1990  “Islamic  Declaration"  which 
begins:  "Our  goal  is  the  islamization  of 
Muslims.  Our  motto  is:  believe  and 
Fight”  ( International  Weekly  (Belgrade], 
23  May).  Meanwhile,  this  nationalist 
agitation  has  brought  to  the  fore  uncon- 
trolled gangs  of  criminal  terrorists  who 
are  carrying  out  murderous  pogromist 
atrocities  on  all  sides.  Even  a UN  report 
conceded  that  Milosevic  has  little  con- 
trol over  the  Serbian  militias  in  Bosnia. 

In  Croatia  as  well  as  in  Bosnia- 
Hercegovina,  Croatian  militias  that 
model  themselves  on  the  Ustasha.  and 
army-backed  Serb  militias  that  call 
themselves  "Chetniks,”  after  the  wartime 
royalists  who  collaborated  with  British 
imperialism  (and  blocked  with  the  Ger- 
man and  Italian  fascists  against  the  Com- 
munists), are  pursuing  genocidal  forced 
population  transfers  in  the  name  of  “eth- 
nic cleansing."  This  has  been  particu- 
larly savage  in  ethnically  intermingled 
Bosnia,  where  43  percent  of  the  popu- 
lation is  Muslim,  31  percent  Serbian  and 
17  percent  Croatian,  but  more  than  one- 
third  of  all  families  are  the  product  of 
mixed  marriages. 

While  imperialist  attention  has 
focused  on  the  Croats  and  other  Yugo- 
slav minorities  fleeing  Serbian  militias, 
more  than  140,000  Serbian  refugees 
have  been  forced  to  flee  neo-Ustasha  ter- 
ror in  Croatia  and  Bosnia.  One  of  the 
largest  forced  population  transfers  in  the 
yearlong  Fighting  came  when  thousands 
of  Serbian  refugees  were  recently  driven 
out  of  northern  Bosnia  by  Muslim  and 
Croatian  militias. 

Even  as  they  slaughter  each  other,  the 
Serbian  and  Croatian  nationalists  are 
more  than  willing  to  cut  a deal  over  the 
body  of  the  Muslim  Slavs.  As  Der  Spie- 
gel (25  May)  reported:  “The  Croatian 
and  Serbian  presidents,  Franjo  Tudjman 
and  Slobodan  Milosevic,  already  last 
summer  agreed  in  principle  over  the  par- 
tition of  Bosnia-Hercegovina.  Serbia 
would  get  northern  and  southeastern 
Bosnia,  Croatia  would  get  the  better  part 
of  Hercegovina.”  In  a well-advertised 
“secret”  meeting  in  the  Austrian  town  of 
Graz  in  early  May,  Bosnian  Serb  and 
Croat  militia  representatives  showed  up 
with  maps  in  hand  to  work  out  the  details 
of  the  carve-up. ..where  they  agree. 
Where  they  don’t,  they  Fight. 

Western  liberals  moan  about  the 
nationalist  “excesses"  accompanying  the 
breakup  of  Yugoslavia  and  counterrevo- 
lution in  East  Europe.  But  this  deadly 
eruption  of  national  chauvinism  is  a nec- 
essary concomitant  of  capitalist  restora- 
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Leadership  of  Communist  Partisans  in  World  War  II  was  drawn  from  the  many 
nationalities  making  up  Yugoslavia.  Kardelj  (left)  was  Slovene,  Tito  (second 
from  left)  was  Croatian,  Rankovic  (third  from  left)  was  Serb,  Djilas  (far  right) 
was  Montenegrin. 
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Croatian  Fascism,  Then  and  Now 


Der  Spiegel 

Nazi  Fuhrer  Adolf  Hitler  greets  Croatian  fascist  puppet  leader  Ante  Pavelic 
(second  from  right)  in  June  1941. 


We  reprint  with  permission  an  article 
which  appeared  in  Private  Eye  (13  May 
1992),  the  London  satirical  magazine. 

With  Friends  Like  This 

By  their  friends  will  you  know 
them... and  the  adage  applies  equally 
to  Croatia's  president  Franjo  Tudjman 
as  to  his  statesman  chums  in  Europe. 

In  his  last  hook.  Wastelands , Tudj- 
man wrote  that  the  Jews  were  a gen- 
ocidal  people  who  may  themselves 
have  murdered  most  of  the  Serbs  and 
gypsies  who  disappeared  in  the  exter- 
mination camp  of  Jasenovac  during  the 
second  world  war.  Now  the  David 
Irving  think-alike  is  busy  renaming 
the  streets  and  schools  of  his  republic 
in  honour  of  racially  and  ideologically 
pure  Croats. 

In  Split,  for  example.  Nikola  Tesla 
Street,  named  after  the  scientist,  has 
been  renamed  Ante  Starcevic  Street — 
after  the  intellectual  father  of  Croatian 
fascism.  Tesla  invented  improvements 
to  bulbs  and  transformers,  as  well  as 
the  high-frequency  coil  which  bears 
his  name.  Unfortunately  for  the  regime 
in  Zagreb,  Tesla  was  bom  at  Smiljan, 
Croatia,  into  a Serb  (i.e..  Orthodox 
Christian)  family  and  until  the  end  of 
his  life  in  exile  in  the  United  States 
described  himself  as  “a  Yugoslav  first, 
a Serb  second  and  Croat  third.” 

Ante  Starcevic,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  a half-baked  19th  century  racial 
theorist  who  claimed  that  the  Croats 
were  rightful  lords  of  all  the  South  Slav 
peoples  in  Bosnia-Herzegovina  and 
even  in  Serbia  proper.  Charmingly, 
Starcevic  claimed  that  the  Serbs,  who 
differ  from  Croats  only  in  their  relig- 
ion, were  a “race  of  slaves,  the  most 


loathsome  of  beasts... a breed  fit  only 
for  the  slaughterhouse.”  And  he  pop- 
ularized the  slogan  of  "Serbs  to  the 
willows!" — meaning  string  'em  up 
on  a willow  tree.  His  Party  of  Croa- 
tian Rights  inspired  the  wartime 
Ustasha  leader  Ante  Pavelic  and  has 
now  reappeared  in  Zagreb,  its  black- 
uniformed  storm  troopers,  of  HOS, 
sporting  Ustasha  insignia. 

There  used  to  be  a school  in  Zagreb 
named  after  Miloj  Pavlovic.  the  head- 
master of  a school  at  Kragujevac  in 
Serbia.  As  a reprisal  for  a guerilla 
attack  on  20  October  1 94 1 the  Germans 
shot  7,000  males  in  Kragujevac.  includ- 
ing Pavlovic  and  all  the  boys  in  his 
school. 

The  Miloj  Pavlovic  School  has  now 
been  renamed  after  Mile  Budak.  a pious 
Catholic  novelist  who  was  minister  for 
education  and  culls  (i.e.,  religion)  in 
the  Ustasha  government  of  the  Inde- 
pendent State  of  Croatia,  then  allied  to 
the  Germans  who  shot  down  Serb 
schoolboys.  It  was  Budak  who  first  pro- 
claimed, in  a speech  at  Gospic  in  June 
1941,  the  Ustasha  policy  towards  the 
Serbs  in  the  independent  state:  “Con- 
vert a third,  expel  a third  and  kill  a 
third."  On  another  occasion,  Budak 
said:  "For  the  minorities — Serbs,  Jews 
and  Gypsies,  we  have  three  million  bul- 
lets.” The  citizens  of  Dubrovnik  have 
also  renamed  a street  after  the  pious 
Budak. 

There  is  mounting  speculation  that 
Tudjman  may  soon  name  other  streets 
and  schools  after  the  foreign  statesmen 
who  have  helped  him  win  recognition 
for  Croatia.  The  most  fancied  candi- 
dates are: 

• Kurt  Waldheim  of  Austria.  As  a 


Wehrmacht  officer  Waldheim  fought  to 
preserve  the  Independent  State  of  Croa- 
tia, winning  particular  commendation 
from  some  of  the  Ustasha  leaders.  Like 
many  fellow  Austrians,  such  as  the  late 
A.  Hitler,  Waldheim  combines  friendly 
feelings  towards  the  Croats  with  detes- 
tation of  the  Serbs  who  defied  the 
Teutons  in  1914  and  again  in  1941. 
Austria's  generous  help  in  money  and 
clandestine  arms  enabled  Tudjman  to 
make  his  bid  for  independence  last 
June.  German  and  Austrian  diplomatic 
backing  helped  ensure  recognition 
early  this  year. 

• French  National  Front  leader  Jean- 
Marie  Le  Pen.  Way  back  in  1963 
Le  Pen’s  publishing  house  brought 
out  a book.  Martyred  Croatia,  adorned 


with  the  red-and-white  chessboard  flag 
which  was  Ante  Pavelic 's  symbol  dur- 
ing the  war  and  has  now  reappeared, 
striking  dread  in  Serbs,  like  Hitler’s 
swastika  did  with  the  Jews.  The  jovial 
Le  Pen,  who  shares  Tudjman 's  view 
that  the  Holocaust  was  grossly  exag- 
gerated, has  visited  Zagreb  and  plugged 
the  cause  of  Croatia  in  his  publications. 

• Margaret  Thatcher,  the  former 
Conservative  prime  minister  of  Great 
Britain.  She  met  Tudjman  in  London 
last  spring  and  egged  him  on  to  declare 
independence.  He  returned  home  say- 
ing the  “Iron  Lady"  was  on  his  side. 
Later  Mrs.  Thatcher  called  not  only  for 
British  recognition  but  arms  supplies 
to  Croatia,  which,  she  fondly  imagines, 
is  run  on  sound  Thatcherite  principles. 


Croatian  president  Franjo  Tudjman,  apologist  for  genocidal  Ustashi  fascists 
(left);  Serbian  strongman  and  nationalist  demagogue  Slobodan  Milosevic 
(right). 


tion.  The  bourgeois  state  is  based  on  the 
dominant  position  of  one  nation  and  the 
subjugation  and  oppression  of  all  other 
nationalities  within  its  borders.  And  that 
is  precisely  what  is  happening  in  Yugo- 
slavia today,  as  competing  nationalist 
gangs  scramble  to  construct  bourgeois 
states  on  contested  territory  and  over  the 
corpse  of  Tito’s  Socialist  Federal  Repub- 
lic of  Yugoslavia. 

While  various  pseudo-leftists  like 
Ernest  Mandel’s  United  Secretariat  fell 
into  line  behind  NATO’s  support  for  Cro- 
atia’s “national  liberation"  last  year,  we 
insisted  that  revolutionaries  had  no  side 
in  the  fratricidal  civil  war.  Pointing  out 
that  the  secessionist  regimes  in  Croatia 
and  Slovenia  were  clearly  counter- 
revolutionary, we  also  noted  that  the 
“army/Milosevic  campaign  is  not  to  pre- 
serve the  Yugoslav  workers  state  but,  in 
fact,  is  speeding  its  demise  through 
an  explosion  of  nationalist  rancor  and 
bloodletting"  (WV  No.  540,  6 December 
1991).  And  that  has  now  come  to  pass, 
with  the  new  constitution  formalizing  the 
decomposition  of  the  Yugoslav  deformed 
workers  state  into  competing  counterrev- 
olutionary nationalist  regimes. 

The  recent  military  purges  cap  the 
transformation  of  the  federal  army  into 
an  instrument  of  Greater  Serbian  nation- 
alism. As  Belgrade  journalist  Branislav 
Milosevic  noted: 

“The  purge  does  not  mean  that  Milo- 
sevic’s strategic  aims  will  change:  only 
that  the  policy  will  be  carried  out  by  dif- 
ferent people.  Once,  Milosevic  had  to 
disguise  his  followers  as  socialists.  Now, 
in  place  of  indoctrinated  Titoist  generals, 
he  relies  on  more  educated  Serbian 
nationalists  among  the  younger  senior 
army  officers." 

— Guardian  (London).  15  May 
A dispatch  from  the  official  Tanjug  news 
agency  reported:  "In  regard  to  changes 
in  the  army  [air  force]  General  Ste- 
vanovic  said  that  this  army  is  in  fact  a 
completely  new  one  and  added  that  the 
new  generation  of  young  highly  trained 
officers  has  gotten  rid  of  all  the  ideolog- 
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ical  principles  which  had  burdened  the 
former  Yugoslav  People’s  Army." 

While  Milosevic  now  stands  at  the 
helm  of  a nascent  capitalist  state,  shorn 
of  "burdensome  ideological  principles" 
which  proclaimed  at  least  a verbal  con- 
nection to  socialism  and  international- 
ism. his  position  is  hardly  secure.  Even 
without  the  imperialist  sanctions,  the 
Serbian  economy  is  a shambles,  as  vast 
resources  have  been  funneled  into  the 
war.  Inflation  is  out  of  control,  with 
prices  almost  doubling  every  day.  Many 
factories  have  been  disabled  as  a result 
of  mass  conscription  or  because  they 
relied  on  goods  from  the  other  Yugoslav 
republics.  For  example,  the  Zastava  auto 
factory  in  Kragujevac  has  been  shut 
down  because  since  the  beginning  of  the 
year  it  has  no  longer  been  able  to  get 
needed  parts  from  Croatia  and  Slovenia. 

Politically,  Milosevic  is  buffeted  by 
ultranationalist  forces  on  one  side  and 
pro-imperialist  elements  on  the  other. 
May  31  elections  called  to  legitimize 
the  new  constitution  were  boycotted 
by  all  but  Milosevic’s  Socialist  Party, 
the  extreme  nationalist  Serbian  Radical 


Party  of  Vojeslav  Seselj  and  a handful 
of  other  tiny  formations.  Seselj  and  Bos- 
nian Serb  leader  Karadzic  denounce 
Milosevic  for  being  "too  moderate"  in 
pursuit  of  a "Greater  Serbia."  At  the 
same  time,  Crown  Prince  Alexander,  the 
Serbian  Orthodox  church  and  opposition 
parties  like  Vuk  Draskovic’s  Serbian 
Movement  for  Renewal  have  been  seek- 
ing to  accommodate  imperialist  pressure 
and  attacking  Milosevic  as  a closet  Com- 
munist. The  day  after  the  UN  sanctions 
vote,  these  types  organized  a middle- 
class  "antiwar"  demonstration  in  Bel- 
grade with  chants  of  “Slobo,  Saddam." 
Meanwhile  the  crown  prince — a shill  for 
British  imperialism  who  was  born  in 
London — is  being  feted  by  both  London 
and  Washington. 

The  opposition  is  no  less  committed 
to  Greater  Serbian  nationalism  than 
Milosevic.  Draskovic,  for  example,  is 
a hard-bitten  chauvinist  who  idolizes 
Chetnik  leader  Draza  Mihailovic,  exe- 
cuted in  1946  by  the  victorious  Partisans. 
Unveiling  a monument  to  Mihailovic 
in  May.  Draskovic  rhapsodized  to  his 
dead  mentor:  “The  Serbian  people  are 


experiencing  the  same  tragedy  as  half 
a century  ago,  when  you  came  to 
Mt.  Ravna  Gora,  raising  our  banner 
from  the  dust,  showing  us  the  way  of 
salvation  and  healing  the  broken  wings 
of  the  nation.” 

Communist  Partisans 
Defeated  Nationalist 
Pogromists 

That  Serbian  monarchists  and  Croa- 
tian fascists  who  were  Nazi  collaborators 
are  today  being  honored  (see  box)  speaks 
vividly  to  the  reactionary  transformation 
which  has  overwhelmed  Yugoslavia. 
Tito’s  tortured  version  of  federalism 
looks  pretty  good  in  hindsight.  The 
social  revolution  carried  out  under  Tito’s 
leadership  laid  the  basis  for  economic 
and  national  equality  for  all  the  Yugoslav 
peoples,  Serbs  and  Croats  as  well  as  Bos- 
nian Muslims,  Voj  Magyars  and  Kosovo 
Albanians.  As  we  noted  in  “The  National 
Question  in  Yugoslavia"  (WV  No.  106, 
23  April  1976): 

“With  such  a conglomeration  of  nations 
compressed  in  a restricted  area,  the  inter- 
penetration of  peoples  frequent  in  border 
regions  becomes  far  more  than  an  inci- 
dental factor.  In  this  case,  a democratic 
solution  to  the  national  question  would 
be  found  only  in  the  context  of  proletar- 
ian, collectivist  property  relations  which 
provide  the  basis  for  a federative  solution 
free  from  national  oppression." 

Particularly  in  polemicizing  against 
leftist  apologists  for  Arab  nationalism 
and  Irish  Republicanism  in  the  early 
1970s.  the  Spartacist  tendency  insisted 
that  in  the  case  of  interpenetrated  peo- 
ples— as  in  Israel/Palestine.  Sri  Lanka. 
Ireland  or  Cyprus — there  could  be  no 
just  solution  to  the  national  question 
on  the  basis  of  bourgeois  democracy. 
Such  conflicts  of  different  peoples 
claiming  the  same  territory  could  only 
be  resolved  in  a reactionary  manner 
through  genocidal  forced  population 
transfers,  or  in  an  equitable,  democratic- 
way  through  the  creation  of  a workers 
continued  on  page  10 
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Yugoslavia... 

(continued  from  page  9) 
state.  Yugoslavia  has  demonstrated  the 
truth  of  that  statement,  first  positively 
and  now  negatively. 

From  the  very  outset,  the  Communist 
Party  of  Yugoslavia  was  the  only  polit- 
ical formation  in  the  country  which 
embraced  all  of  that  country’s  diverse 
mosaic  of  nationalities.  Forced  under- 
ground almost  immediately  after  its  for- 
mation, the  CPY  attracted  cadre  on  the 
basis  of  its  opposition  to  all  variants 
of  national  oppression  in  the  Serb- 
dominated  Yugoslav  monarchy  of  the 
interwar  years.  This  continued  even  after 
its  Stalinization,  which  led  it  to  attempt 
(unsuccessfully)  to  bloc  in  the  prewar 
period  with  the  Croatian  Ustasha  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  the 
Serbian  Chetniks.  If  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  its  multinational  composi- 
tion— Tito  had  a Croat  father  and 
Slovene  mother,  his  chief  lieutenants 
included  the  Slovene  Edvard  Kardelj,  the 
Serb  Alexander  Rankovic,  the  Mon- 
tenegrin Milovan  Djilas  and  the  Jew 
Moshe  Pijade — the  CPY  was  seen  as  an 
enemy  by  Croatian  and  Serbian  nation- 
alists alike. 

As  we  have  written,  during  the  geno- 
cide of  World  War  II  “workers  and  peas- 
ants came  to  know  they  were  safe  when 
the  partisans  with  the  red  star  on  their 
caps  arrived  in  town"  (WV  No.  429,  29 
May  1987).  Fighting  against  both  the 
Ustasha  and  Chetnik  pogromists  as  well 
as  the  Nazi  and  Italian  fascist  invaders, 
Tito's  victorious  Communist  Partisans 
emerged  from  the  war  with  widespread 
authority  as  the  sole  unifying  force 
among  Yugoslavia's  nationalities.  The 
1946  constitution  proclaimed  “a  commu- 
nity of  peoples  with  equal  rights"  and 
stated:  "Every  legal  act,  which  would 
give  privileges  to  citizens  or  limit  their 
rights  on  the  basis  of  their  belonging  to 
a different  nationality,  race,  or  religion, 
as  well  as  any  preaching  of  national. 


racial,  or  religious  hatred  and  disunity, 
is  unconstitutional  and  punishable  by 
law.’* 

But  while  Tito’s  CPY  enshrined  the 
equality  of  nations  within  Yugoslavia — 
to  the  point  that  latter-day  Chetniks 
claim  the  predominant  Serbs  were 
"oppressed" — the  national  question  in 
the  Balkans  could  not  be  resolved  within 
the  borders  of  the  Yugoslav  state.  No 
less  than  Stalin,  Tito  was  intent  on  pur- 
suing construction  of  his  own  “social- 
ism in  one  country."  Early  postwar 
talk  of  reviving  the  call  for  a Balkan 
federation,  albeit  on  bureaucratic  lines, 
was  scuttled  in  pursuit  of  competing 
nationalist  interests.  The  Yugoslavs 
dropped  their  demand  for  Macedonian 
unification  after  Stalin  ordered  the 
Greek  Communists  to  abandon  their 
guerrilla  struggle  against  the  British 
occupying  forces.  Finally,  following  the 
break  with  Stalin  in  1948,  Tito  notified 
the  Stalin-loyal  Dimitrov  regime  in 
Bulgaria  that  he  now  opposed  the  goal 
of  a socialist  federation  of  the  Balkans. 


As  a result,  the  Macedonians,  Albanians 
and  others  remained  divided  by  state 
boundaries. 

Moreover,  in  pioneering  “market 
socialism”  in  the  guise  of  “workers  self- 
management," the  Tito  regime  allowed 
vast  regional  economic  disparities  held 
over  from  capitalism  to  continue — 
disparities  which  would  subsequently 
fuel  the  rise  of  nationalist  forces  within 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracies  of  the  differ- 
ent republics.  Where  the  Soviet  Union — 
even  under  the  Great  Russifier  Stalin — 
channeled  resources  and  investments 
into  more  backward  regions  like  Central 
Asia,  promoting  relative  equality,  in 
Yugoslavia  “self-management"  and  re- 
gional economic  autonomy  increasingly 
meant  that  the  better-off  republics  ben- 
efited from  investment  in  comparison  to 
their  neighbors,  despite  efforts  by  the 
central  government  to  overcome  such 
differences.  Thus  in  the  30  years  after 
1953,  the  per  capita  gross  social  product 
in  Kosovo  (the  poorest  region)  relative 
to  that  in  Slovenia  (the  richest)  actually 
declined,  from  28  to  14  percent. 

Economic  decentralization  gave  many 
Croatian  and  Slovenian  bureaucrats 
appetites  for  “market  socialism  in  one 
province,"  leading  to  the  rise  of  openly 
nationalist  elements  like  Tudjman,  and 
their  counterparts  in  Serbia  like  Milo- 
sevic. A Yugoslav  journalist  observed: 
"The  electoral  victory  of  the  nationalist 
parties,  under  Milosevic  in  Serbia  and 
Tudjman  in  Croatia  presaged  the  begin- 
ning of  the  end  for  Tito’s  Yugoslavia." 
Tudjman,  a former  general  and  univer- 
sity professor,  asserted  his  counterrevo- 
lutionary appetites  through  his  open 
apologetics  for  the  Ustasha.  Milosevic, 
a former  head  of  the  state  bank,  pro- 
claimed his  support  for  a “market  econ- 
omy" and  linked  the  Yugoslav  dinar  to 
the  deutschmark.  The  Serbian  regime 
also  had  its  ties  to  the  U.S.,  notably 
through  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  Eagle- 


burger,  who  had  been  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Yugo  car  manufacturer’s 
American  subsidiary. 

Shortly  after  Milosevic  came  to  power 
in  Serbia  in  1987,  we  warned  against 
“an  ominous  rise  in  Great  Serbian 
nationalist  agitation  fomented  by  the 
new  strongman  of  the  Serbian  bureauc- 
racy, Slobodan  Milosevic,  who  comes 
off  sounding  like  a full-blown  fas- 
cist” (WV  No.  463,  21  October  1988). 
Milosevic  became  the  spokesman  for 
a 1986  manifesto  issued  by  national- 
ist academics  at  the  Serbian  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Science,  and  rose  to 
power  through  a vicious  chauvinist 
campaign  against  the  Kosovo  Albanian 
autonomous  region.  A wave  of  strikes 
and  workers  protests  against  the  ravages 
of  IMF-dictated  austerity  was  deflected 
and  subverted  through  deliberate  nation- 
alist agitation.  As  we  wrote  then: 

“Clearly  the  massive  nationwide  strike 
movement  presents  a crucial  opportunity 
for  a genuinely  communist  vanguard 
to  reforge  the  fraternal  links  among 
the  Yugoslav  working  people  so  badly 
eroded  by  decades  of  'market  socialism.' 
As  Trotskyists  we  stand  for  equality 
among  peoples  on  the  basis  of  increased 
material  well-being.  This  can  only  be 
achieved  through  a proletarian  political 
revolution  to  establish  workers  democ- 
racy, soviet  power,  central  planning  and 
a rational  allocation  of  investment  re- 
sources. Above  all  this  requires  a defin- 
itive break  from  the  Stalinist  dogma 
of  'socialism  in  one  country,'  and  its 
replacement  with  the  program  of  prole- 
tarian internationalism.” 

In  the  absence  of  an  internationalist 
vanguard  party,  and  in  the  context  of 
a rising  counterrevolutionary  wave  un- 
leashed by  Gorbachev’s  perestroika,  the 
Yugoslav  proletariat  was  overwhelmed 
by  capitalist  restoration  and  fratricidal 
nationalism. 

Now  with  Yeltsin  pushing  forward 
capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the  pros- 
trate Soviet  Union,  developments  there 
threaten  to  unfold  as  in  the  Balkans.  If 
the  murderous  internecine  slaughter 
which  already  consumes  the  Soviet  Cau- 
casus is  not  to  engulf  all  of  the  for- 
mer Soviet  republics,  what  is  urgently 
necessary  is  to  forge  a multinational 
vanguard  nucleus  in  the  Soviet  Union 
committed  to  the  program  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky’s  October.  Proletarian  political 
revolution  must  sweep  away  Yeltsin’s 
starvation  regime  before  it  is  too  late. 

Amid  the  horror  of  the  nationalist 
slaughter,  a new  generation  of  inter- 
nationalist Yugoslav  proletarian  mili- 
tants will  have  to  be  cohered.  The  only 
program  to  halt  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary drive  remains  the  construction 
of  Trotskyist  parties,  to  preserve  and 
extend  the  gains  of  the  October  Revolu- 
tion. As  Trotsky  stated  in  the  early 
1930s: 

“A  revolutionary  perspective  is  impossi- 
ble without  a federation  of  the  Balkan 
states,  which  obviously  will  not  stop 
here,  but  rather  will  extend  into  a feder- 
ation of  the  United  Soviet  States  of 
Europe."  ■ 


Numismatist 


Impressions  of  the  dies  of  gold  coin,  acclaimed  one  of  most  beautiful  of  the 
modern  era,  designed  by  Montenegrin  Serb  Prince-Bishop  Petar  Njegos.  The 
dies  disappeared  during  Austrian  occupation  of  Montenegro  in  World  War  I. 
With  the  breakup  of  Yugoslavia,  German  imperialists  are  once  again  fishing 
in  the  troubled  waters  of  the  Balkan  peninsula. 


Haitian 

Refugees... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

These  desperately  oppressed  people 
have  suffered  enough — both  at  the  hands 
of  the  murderous  Haitian  army  “pan- 
zouistes”  and  “Macoutes,"  and  from  the 
racist  U.S.  government.  We  demand: 
Asylum  now  for  Haitian  refugees! 

Meanwhile,  the  army  is  cracking 
down  ever  harder,  as  a wave  of  resis- 
tance, including  demonstrations  and 
strikes,  has  swept  the  country  in  the  last 
month.  People  are  being  "disappeared,” 
demonstrators  beaten,  and  death  squad 
executions — like  that  last  week  of 
Georges  Izm6ry,  brother  of  prominent 
Aristide  backer  Antoine  Izmdry — are  on 
the  rise.  The  high  schools,  a hotbed  of 
resistance,  were  closed  down  by  the 
National  Educational  Ministry  for  the 
last  week  in  May,  in  hopes  of  quelling 
the  daily  protests  of  students.  When  that 


failed,  the  end  of  the  school  year  was 
moved  up  two  weeks.  Numerous  stu- 
dents have  been  severely  beaten  and 
some  murdered  by  the  increasingly  fren- 
zied troops.  Now  there  are  reports  of  sol- 
diers and  lower-level  officers  turning 
against  army  commander  Raoul  Cedras. 

Ominously,  the  U.S.  is  now  threaten- 
ing military  intervention  to  “restore 
order"  in  Haiti.  Although  Washington’s 
official  line  has  been  to  seek  the 
reinstatement  of  Aristide,  who  won  a 
landslide  election  victory  in  1990,  this 
is  conditioned  on  his  accepting  the  impe- 
rialists’ terms.  Aristide  has  been  more 
than  accommodating — in  February,  he 
agreed  at  an  OAS  conference  to  accept 
the  U.S.’  choice  for  prime  minister  (the 
ultra-"moderaie”  Haitian  Communist 
Party  leader  Rene  Theodore),  and  to 
retreat  from  his  stated  intention  to  dip- 
lomatically recognize  Cuba.  But  that 
wouldn’t  satisfy  the  army  (who  broke 
into  Theodore’s  headquarters  and  killed 
his  bodyguard).  So  now  they’re  telling 
Aristide  he  will  have  to  accept  former 


World  Bank  official  Marc  Bazin  as  the 
head  of  government.  Bazin  is  widely 
hated  in  the  Haitian  slums  (he  is  fluent 
in  English  but  can’t  speak  Creole),  where 
he  is  nicknamed  “Mr.  America.” 

A New  York  Times  (6  June)  article, 
“U.S.  Is  Discussing  an  Outside  Force 
to  Stabilize  Haiti.”  laid  out  the  terms: 
for  letting  Aristide  return,  “the  army 
would  be  included  in  the  selection  by 
consensus  of  a prime  minister....  Simul- 
taneously, an  international  force  would 
be  sent... under  the  authority  of  the 
Organization  of  American  States  or  the 
United  Nations,  and  the  O.A.S.  embargo 
against  Haiti  would  be  lifted."  If  Aristide 
doesn’t  agree,  the  Times  warned,  "there 
is  a growing  view  that  the  Bush  Admin- 
istration may  be  getting  ready  to  back 
away”  from  him.  In  that  case,  “more  than 
a blockade  may  have  to  be  considered.” 
Quoting  “several  policy  analysts,"  the 
officially  inspired  article  notes  that  in 
the  “New  World  Order,"  “American  or 
O.A.S.  armed  intervention  in  Haiti  might 
cause  less  of  a storm  in  the  hemisphere 


than  it  would  have  several  years  ago." 

Behind  this  exercise  as  imperialist 
gendarme,  Washington  has  thinly  dis- 
guised ulterior  motives.  The  government 
of  Cuba,  whose  territory  is  forcibly  occu- 
pied by  the  U.S.  at  Guantdnamo,  reports 
that  under  the  guise  of  housing  Haitian 
refugees.  Washington  has  been  sending 
in  military  units  such  as  the  10th  Divi- 
sion of  Light  Mountain  Infantry,  which 
has  undertaken  exercises  to  familiarize 
itself  with  the  terrain  of  the  Sierra  Maes- 
tra,  and  the  10th  Artillery  Regiment, 
which  has  been  practicing  by  firing  hun- 
dreds of  rounds  of  155mm  shells.  As  the 
Cuban  paper  Granma  Internat  ional  (17 
May)  asked.  "What  Is  the  U.S.  Planning 
in  Guantlnamo?"  We  have  noted  before 
that  Cuba  is  an  obvious  target  of  any 
American  invasion  of  Haiti,  and  defense 
of  that  important  revolutionary  gain  is 
crucial  in  opposing  the  U.S.  imperialists’ 
despicable  plans.  Defend  Cuba  against 
U.S.  imperialism!  No  to  U.S./OAS  inva- 
sion of  Haiti!  Asylum  for  all  refugees  of 
Macoute  terror!  ■ 
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Sinister 
Ross  Perot... 


......  „ Wayne  State  University  Press  Underwood  & Underwood 

June  1937  UAW  rally  against  anti-Semitic  union-hater  Henry  Ford  (right).  Popular-front  slogans  like  “Fordism  Is 
Fascism— Unionism  Is  Americanism"  expressed  union  tops'  and  fake-socialists'  support  for  FDR,  "progressive"  chief 
of  U.S.  imperialism. 


( continued  from  page  1 ) 

doing  the  talkshow  circuit  with  Larry 
King,  Barbara  Walters  and  Phil  Donahue. 
Meanwhile,  President  Bush  couldn’t 
even  get  the  networks  to  carry  his  press 
conference  on  prime  time.  But  for  all 
the  hoopla  about  Perot's  “petition  cam- 
paign,” he  has  few  committed  followers 
and  his  appeal  is  superficial  and  passive. 
The  “mass  base"  of  this  ex-IBM  salesman 
turned  computer  software  entrepreneur 
consists  of  his  $3  billion  in  paper  assets. 
As  a Newsday  (7  June)  editorial  noted, 
the  popular  fascination  with  Perot  is  a 
big  “political  primal  scream.”  The  “two- 
party  system"  is  so  discredited  they’re 
worried  that  even  this  Texas  snake- 
oil  salesman  could  walk  away  with  it. 
The  Democrat/Republican  establishment 
looks  so  incompetent  that  this  big-time 
wheeler-dealer,  whose  connections  go 
back  to  Nixon  and  the  Rockefellers,  can 
pose  as  a challenge  to  Washington  “insid- 
ers." But  Ross  Perot  is  more  an  embar- 
rassment to  the  ruling  class  than  he  is 
someone  who  would  change  the  way  in 
which  capitalist  America  is  governed.  If 
he  did  get  a lot  of  votes,  “responsible" 
sectors  of  the  ruling  class  would  find 
myriad  ways  to  seek  to  pull  the  plug  on 
this  quirky  fast-buck  artist. 

Attila  the  Hun  in  the 
Corporate  Boardroom 

While  poll  takers  keep  pronouncing 
the  gaining  popularity  of  H.R.  Perot, 
everybody,  including  many  of  his  own 
volunteers,  is  wondering  what  the  bil- 
lionaire stands  for.  After  last  month's 
eruption  of  outrage  in  Los  Angeles,  when 
Bush  looked  like  he  was  fiddling  while 
L.A.  burned,  Perot  said  he  would  have 
flown  there  immediately.  To  do  what? 
He  didn’t  say.  While  he  sidesteps  the 
race  question,  Perot  has  called  for  the 
cutoff  of  Social  Security  and  Medicare 
“for  people  who  don’t  need  it.”  In  the 
late  ’80s  when  Perot  ran  point  for  the 
Dallas  cops  in  trying  to  defeat  a civilian 
review  board  proposal,  he  pushed  a plan 
for  cordoning  off  black  and  Hispanic 
neighborhoods  and  subjecting  the  resi- 
dents to  mandatory  searches  for  drugs 
and  guns.  “It  won’t  be  pretty,”  he  said. 

Ronald  Reagan  got  elected  governor 
of  California  after  the  1965  Watts 
riots  by  running  a “get  tough  on  crime" 
campaign.  The  preppie  patrician  Bush 
pushed  the  same  buttons  with  his  down- 
and-dirty  racist  “Willie  Horton”  TV  cam- 
paign ads  in  ‘88.  Telling  the  Los  Angeles 
city  fathers,  “screw  you.  I’ll  retire  when 
I want  to,”  LAPD  chief  Daryl  Gates  is 
hoping  to  make  a bid  for  mayor  on  the 
same  appeal.  But  this  pro-cop  bonapart- 
ism  isn’t  so  popular  right  now.  Follow- 
ing the  L.A.  upheaval,  both  Republican 
and  Democratic  candidates  who  ran  on 
“law  and  order"  platforms  in  the  Cali- 
fornia primaries  got  trounced. 

Perot’s  social  program  was  summed 
up  in  his  statements  that  he  would  not 
let  adulterers  or  gays  into  high  gov- 
ernment positions.  In  his  businesses, 
Perot  imposes  a dress  code  requiring 
knee-length  socks  with  garters  for 
men,  banning  “backcombed"  hair  for 
women — and  no  bearded  males  need 
apply.  He  terrorizes  his  employees  with 


his  army  of  private  investigators  who  spy 
on  their  churchgoing  habits  and  family 
debts.  When  Perot’s  Electronic  Data 
Systems  (EDS)  took  over  the  processing 
of  California’s  Medicaid  and  Medicare 
claims,  it  carried  out  a racist  purge,  firing 
or  demoting  black  employees.  His  “man- 
agement style”  is  something  like  IBM 
corporate  totalitarianism  watched  over 
by  Big  Brother.  During  his  short  stint 
on  the  GM  board,  he  tried  to  distribute 
500  copies  of  a book  called  Leadership 
Secrets  of  Attila  the  Hun  at  a company 
dinner! 

Perot  campaign  stickers  read  “Ross 
for  Boss"  and  “Too  Rich  to  Steal.”  He 
openly  crows  about  “buying”  the  presi- 
dency, and  claims  to  be  the  billionaire 


Andrew  Lichtenstein 


The  medium  is  the  message:  Pat 
Buchanan,  on  campaign  trail,  with 
KKK  paper  White  Patriot. 

of  the  people.  But  journalists  have  noted 
that  those  attending  rallies  for  Perot 
seem  to  be  mainly  older  white  Repub- 
licans or  New  Age  yuppies.  A Perot 
supporter  in  West  Simi  Valley  says,  “Get 
rid  of  the  unions.  Throw  ’em  in  the  toi- 
let. They’ve  outlived  their  usefulness.” 
Perot  cultivates  the  image  of  a gung-ho, 
can-do  capitalist.  At  EDS,  he  hired  lots 


of  former  intelligence  agents,  who  he 
used  on  a (failed)  commando  mission  to 
free  imprisoned  employees  in  Teheran. 
(He  then  paid  novelist  Ken  Follett  to 
write  On  Wings  of  Eagles  exalting  his 
"exploits.”)  Perot  also  appeals  to  old 
Vietnam  hawks  by  posing  as  the  cham- 
pion of  POW/MIAs,  playing  on  the  “stab 
in  the  back”  rhetoric  that  harks  back  to 
Hitler.  He  once  funded  another  mission 
flop,  headed  by  Bo  Gritz,  formerly  KKK 
fascist  David  Duke’s  vice  presidential 
running  mate,  to  rescue  phantom  MIAs 
from  Indochina. 

From  Henry  Ford  to 
Henry  Ross  Perot 

Perot’s  bid  for  the  presidency  is  reviv- 
ing comparisons  to  former  "third  party" 
runs  for  the  White  House,  such  as  racist 
demagogue  Dixiecrat  George  Wallace’s 
1968  campaign.  A better  analogy  was 
suggested  in  a letter  to  the  New  York 
Times  (31  May)  that  recalled  the  abortive 
candidacy  of  Henry  Ford  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1923.  Like  Perot,  Ford  was  an 
immensely  wealthy,  egomaniacal  indus- 
trialist with  snappy  answers  and  a 
“folksy"  delivery.  Ford  was  pitched  as  a 
financial  wizard  who  “could  run  the 
United  States  Government  on  a sound- 
paying basis,”  as  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  edi- 
torialized at  the  time. 

Henry  Ford  was  a vicious,  union- 
busting,  anti-Semitic  Nazi  sympathizer. 
He  was  one  of  the  few  people  singled 
out  for  praise  in  Hitler’s  Mein  Kampf. 
In  1919  Ford  gained  notoriety  for  claim- 
ing “international  financiers  are  behind 
all  war.  They  are  what  is  called  the  inter- 
national Jew.”  Charles  Higham,  in  his 
expose  of  Nazi  connections  to  major 
American  capitalists,  Trading  with  the 
Enemy  (1983),  wrote  how  “Visitors  to 
Hitler’s  headquarters  at  the  Brown 
House  in  Munich  noticed  a large  photo- 
graph of  Henry  Ford  hanging  in  his 
office.”  Referring  to  Ford’s  campaign 
for  president.  Hitler  told  the  Chicago 
Tribune  in  1923,  “I  wish  that  I could 
send  some  of  my  shock  troops  to  Chi- 
cago and  other  big  American  cities  to 
help."  Ford’s  campaign  abruptly  ended 
when  he  decided  to  support  Calvin  Coo- 
lidge  ("The  business  of  America  is  busi- 
ness”) after  President  Harding’s  death. 

While  his  pitch  fits  in  with  other 
demagogic  rightist  campaigns.  Ross 
Perot’s  particular  gimmick  is  his  call 
for  "electronic  town  hall  meetings." 
This  is  just  an  electronic  age  version  of 
the  plebiscitary  "democracy”  favored  by 
bonapartist  dictators  from  Napoleon  III 
to  Hitler  and  Pinochet.  Perot  proposes 
to  make  the  “voice  of  the  people”  heard 
by  using  interactive  devices  attached 
to  your  home  TV  set,  where  after  a 
one-hour  televised  "pro  and  con”  discus- 
sion by  “experts"  on  an  administration 
policy  proposal,  viewers  would  get  to 
“vote"  by  pushing  a button.  We  can  see 
it  now:  “Are  you  in  favor  of  concentra- 
tion camps  for  immigrants?  If  you  have 
a touchtone  phone,  press  1 for  yes,  press 
2 for  no." 

Ross  Perot  is  running  a right-wing 


corporatist  campaign  with  bonapartist 
appeals  for  “decisive  government.”  Fas- 
cists attitudes  are  not  uncommon  among 
prominent  businessmen,  military  leaders 
and  Republican  and  Democratic  politi- 
cians. For  example,  the  journalists  who 
wrote  the  book  (and  later  movie)  Seven 
Days  in  May  about  an  attempted  military 
coup  originally  got  the  idea  from  a 
conversation  with  the  right-wing  chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Arleigh 
Burke.  Orson  Welles’  film  Citizen  Kane 
was  based  on  the  career  of  rightist 
newspaper  tycoon  William  Randolph 
Hearst.  But  to  transform  such  appetites 
into  reality  would  encounter  massive 
opposition  from  American  working  peo- 
ple, who  don’t  want  to  live  under  some 
kind  of  totalitarian  dictatorship,  and  cer- 
tainly not  under  this  pint-sized  wannabe 
Texas  Ranger. 

The  American  population  is  clearly 
fed  up  with  the  vapidness  of  the  elec- 
toral farce,  which  in  the  absence  of  any 
real  policy  difference  between  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  has  increasingly 
focused  on  the  “character  issue” — which 
seems  to  be  that  a candidate  shouldn’t 
have  one.  Less  than  half  the  electorate 
voted  in  the  last  presidential  elections, 
and  barely  a quarter  bothered  to  go  to 
the  polls  in  the  recent  primaries.  The 
country  is  beset  by  a lingering  recession. 
There  is  widespread  concern  over  the 
lack  of  health  care  and  social  services, 
the  appalling  state  of  education  and 
housing,  and  the  desperate  condition 
of  inner-city  minority  poor,  crystallized 
in  mass  consciousness  by  the  L.A. 
upheaval.  And  the  two  capitalist  parties 
offer  doublespeak,  more  cops,  and  more 
doublespeak. 

It  is  this  depoliticized  “democracy” 
which  makes  a phenomenon  like  the 
Perot  candidacy  possible.  If  there  were 
some  serious  hard-fought  strikes  and 
organized  efforts  to  mobilize  the  ghetto 
masses,  nobody  would  be  talking  about 
an  H.  Ross  Perot.  But  the  key  is  leader- 
ship. The  labor  bureaucracy  and  self- 
styled  black  leaders  are-  so  tied  to  the 
Democratic  Party  losers  that  they  fear 
and  sabotage  any  social  struggle.  It’ll 
take  a fighting  workers  party  to  throw 
all  the  bums  out.  ■ 

< 'N 

Spartacist  League 
Public  Offices 

—MARXIST  LITERATURE— 

Bay  Area 

Thurs  5:30-8:00  p.m  , Sat.  1:00-5:00  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor  (near  17th  Street) 
Oakland,  California  Phone;  (510)  839-0851 

Chicago 

Tues.  5:00-9:00 p.m.,  Sat.:  1 1 :00  a.m. -2:00  p.m. 

161  W.  Harrison  St..  10th  Floor 

Chicago,  Illinois  Phone:  (312)  663-0715 

New  York  City 

Tues  : 6:30-9:00  p.m.,  Sat.:  1:00-5:00  p.m 
41  Warren  St.  (one  block  below 

Chambers  St.  near  Church  St.) 

New  York,  NY  Phone:  (212)  267-1025 

k / 


Spartacist Forum 


For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


L.A.  Upheaval  Shakes  America 


Guest  Speaker:  Bernard  Branche,  member  of  ATU  Local  308, 

Chicago  Labor/Black  Struggle  League 

Saturday,  June  20,  7:30  p.m.  Blackstone  Hotel,  636  S.  Michigan 

For  more  Information:  (312)  663-0715  (at  Balbo  and  Michigan) 
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Asylum  Now 
for  Haitian  Refugees! 


The  unimaginable  misery  and  terror 
faced  by  Haiti’s  impoverished  popula- 
tion in  the  months  since  the  military  coup 
which  O'  erthrew  President  Aristide  last 
Septemb  r have  driven  tens  of  thousands 
to  risk  their  lives  aboard  rickety,  over- 
crowded sailboats  in  the  hope  of  escap- 
ing this  tropical  hell.  No  one  knows  how 
many  have  drowned  in  the  treacherous 
waters  of  the  Windward  Passage.  But  for 
most  of  those  who  didn’t,  their  dreams 
have  ended  behind  the  barbed  wire  of 
the  U.S.-held  Guantanamo  naval  base  in 
eastern  Cuba,  where  they  have  been  held 
incommunicado  for  months  beneath  the 
scorching  sun,  while  they  are  “screened” 
to  evaluate  if  they  are  "really"  refugees. 
The  “lucky”  ones  are  sent  to  the  Krome 
Avenue  concentration  camp  in  Miami. 
The  rest  get  sent  back  to  Haiti  where  the 
bloody  army  and  Tonton  Macoute  thugs 
wait  for  them  on  the  docks. 

Held  hostage  by  the  racist  U.S.  gov- 
ernment, which  regards  only  people  from 
“Communist"  countries  as  deserving  of 
refugee  status,  over  12,500  Haitians, 
including  hundreds  of  children  separated 
from  their  parents,  had  been  warehoused 
at  Guantanamo.  The  numbers  of  those 
seeking  to  flee  Haiti  have  been  esca- 
lating dramatically:  some  24,000  were 
picked  up  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  from 
1981  to  1991;  another  27,000  set  to 
sea  in  the  seven  months  after  last 
year’s  coup;  and  now  more  than  10,000 
have  been  picked  up  in  the  last  month 
alone.  As  the  leaky  imperialist  “sanc- 
tions" decreed  by  Washington  have  made 
life  intolerable  for  the  Haitian  masses,  a 
veritable  exodus  of  starving  people  has 
begun.  Reporters  flying  along  the  coast 
observed  boats  being  built  in  every  cove 
and  bay. 


Haitian  refugee 
being  dragged  off 
the  gangplank  of 
U.S.  Coast  Guard 
cutter  Decisive 
for  forcible  return 
to  Port-au-Prince. 


The  Bush  administration  has  been 
twisting  and  turning  with  its  anti-Haitian 
refugee  policies  as  it  plays  to  its  racist 
electorate  in  the  South  and  elsewhere. 
Rather  than  see  Haitians  showing  up  on 
the  Florida  beaches,  they  had  Coast 
Guard  cutters  seize  them  at  sea  under 
the  cover  of  a treaty  signed  with  the 
Duvalier  dictatorship.  After  protracted 
skirmishing  in  the  courts,  in  late  May 
Washington  announced  it  would  no 
longer  pick  up  Haitians  on  the  leaky 
refugee  boats,  noting  the  dubious  legal 
basis  for  the  earlier  seizures.  And  then 
two  days  later.  Bush,  fearing  a massive 


influx  of  black  people  during  an  election 
year,  announced  an  even  more  draconian 
policy:  Haitians  picked  up  by  the  Coast 
Guard  outside  Haiti’s  waters  would  be 
forcibly  returned  without  even  having  a 
chance  to  apply  for  asylum. 

With  colossal  arrogance,  government 
flacks  suggested  that  for  Haitians  living 
under  the  OAS  trade  embargo,  Guanta- 
namo was  some  sort  of  luxury  resort. 
Howard  French,  the  Haiti  “expert”  at  the 
New  York  Times , quoted  "some  Haitians" 
as  saying  that  making  the  perilous 
voyage  was  akin  to  “going  to  Disney 
World,"  cynically  suggesting  that  poor 


people  are  risking  their  necks  for  the 
$15  disbursement  given  to  forcibly  re- 
turned refugees  by  the  Red  Cross!  Yet 
many  of  the  refugees  have  to  be  dragged 
down  the  gangplank  in  Port-au-Prince, 
and  those  who  “make  it”  to  Miami’s 
Krome  Avenue  stockade  are  subjected 
to  racist  abuse  from  guards  who  force 
them  to  wash  toilets  with  their  bare 
hands,  saying  that  the  refugees  “are  all 
H.I.V.-positive  anyway."  Last  week  fires 
broke  out  at  Krome  after  a Haitian 
detainee  collapsed  and  died — the  offi- 
cials claimed  he  was  "shirking"  work. 

continued  on  page  10 


Anti-Abortion  Terrorism  in  Toronto 


Morgentaler  Clinic  Bombed 


TORONTO— At  3:24  a.m.  on  May  18 
a bomb  ripped  through  Dr.  Henry 
Morgentaler’s  downtown  abortion 
clinic,  reducing  it  to  rubble.  Surveil- 
lance videotape  showed  two  people 
carrying  gasoline  cans  near  the  rear 
entrance  just  before  the  explosion.  Dr. 
Morgentaler  and  his  staff  are  now 
working  overtime  in  another  location 
to  keep  providing  their  essential  service 
to  women. 

Nine  years  ago  this  was  the  first 
independent  abortion  clinic  to  open  in 
Canada.  Always  a special  target  for 
“bom  again”  bigots,  last  January  it  was 
firebombed,  causing  $5,000  damage 
and  forcing  three  people  to  flee  for  their 
lives.  Now  it  is  the  first  Canadian  clinic 
to  be  destroyed  by  the  anti-abortion 


terrorists,  after  more  than  100  bombing 
and  arson  attacks  on  U.S.  clinics  in  the 
last  15  years. 

On  May  20,  Dr.  Morgentaler  told 
a news  conference  he  suspects  anti- 
abortion activists  from  the  U.S.,  “who 
are  much  more  expert  at  bombing  clin- 
ics,” may  have  been  involved.  Last 
month  the  right-wing  fanatics  of  Oper- 
ation Rescue  sought  to  shut  down 
clinics  in  Buffalo,  just  across  the  border 
in  New  York  State.  But  O.R.  was  forced 
to  leave  town  after  only  ten  days  when 
thousands  came  out  to  defend  the 
clinics. 

Henry  Morgentaler  is  a courageous 
and  compassionate  man  who  has  risked 
his  freedom,  his  security  and  even  his 
life  in  the  fight  for  abortion  rights  in 
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Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  speaking  at 
1983  abortion  rights  rally. 


Canada.  A survivor  of  the  Nazi  concen- 
tration camps,  he  has  been  subjected 
to  vile  anti-Semitic  abuse  by  "pro-life" 
scum.  In  the  1970s  he  spent  ten  months 
in  prison  (suffering  a heart  attack  when 
thrown  into  solitary  confinement)  and 
later  underwent  six  years  of  trials. 


despite  three  jury  acquittals,  on  charges 
of  performing  illegal  abortions.  In 
1988.  his  heroic  20-year  fight  resulted 
in  a Supreme  Court  ruling  that  Cana- 
da’s highly  restrictive  abortion  law  was 
unconstitutional. 

The  day  after  the  bombing  1 .000  pro- 
testers rallied  in  front  of  the  bombed- 
out  clinic  chanting  “Pray  by  day.  bomb 
by  night — that's  the  tactic  of  the  ‘ right- 
to-life’."  Various  feminist  and  reformist 
organizations  look  to  Ontario’s  provin- 
cial New  Democratic  Party  government 
to  hold  the  line  against  the  anti-abortion 
terrorists.  But  while  claiming  to  be 
“pro-choice,”  the  NDP  social  demo- 
crats have  been  busy  slashing  health 
spending,  and  it  was  an  NDP  govern- 
ment in  Manitoba  which  staged  police 
raids  on  Morgentaler ’s  Winnipeg  clinic 
in  1983.  What's  needed  are  mass  labor 
mobilizations  and  workers  defense 
guards  to  defend  the  clinics  and  stop 
the  anti-abortion  fanatics,  as  part  of  a 
fight  for  free  abortion  on  demand! 
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Black  Workers:  Mobilize  and  Fight  for  Power! 


South  Africa:  Rage  Over 
Apartheid  Massacre 


JUNE  22 — The  grassy  plain  at  the  edge 
of  the  black  township  of  Boipatong 
was  turned  into  a killing  field.  In  the 
Sesotho  language,  “boipatong”  means 
“place  to  hide.”  But  on  Saturday,  June 
20,  there  was  nowhere  to  hide  from  the 
police  and  army  sharpshooters.  When 
President  F.W.  De  Klerk  arrived,  hun- 
dreds of  angry  blacks  prevented  him 
from  getting  out  of  his  armored  BMW. 
Holding  the  head  of  the  apartheid  state 
responsible  for  the  bloody  massacre  three 
days  earlier  of  more  than  50  black  res- 
idents, the  angry  crowd  chased  him  away, 
chanting  “De  Klerk  go  to  hell!”  Ninety 
minutes  later  a police  hippo  (armored 
personnel  carrier)  roared  up,  disgorging 
heavily  armed  cops  who  suddenly  began 
firing  without  warning.  A dozen  blacks 
fell  in  the  first  salvo,  more  were  shot 
down  as  the  bloodbath  continued. 

The  slaughter  at  Boipatong  was  a 
deliberate  provocation  designed  to  dis- 
credit the  African  National  Congress 
(ANC),  which  had  called  a nationwide 
campaign  of  strikes  and  demonstrations 
to  speed  up  negotiations  for  “power 
sharing."  But  instead  of  producing  head- 
lines about  “black-on-black  violence,” 
the  Inkatha  impis  (squads)  brought  in  by 
the  authorities  may  have  set  off  the  South 
African  powder  keg.  Nelson  Mandela’s 
ANC  leadership  may  appear  to  De  Klerk 
to  have  an  unlimited  willingness  to 


submit  to  insult,  degradation  and  prov- 
ocation. However,  the  impoverished 
masses  in  the  squalid  townships  have  a 
much  shorter  fuse.  Already  in  April,  the 
apartheid  baas  (boss)  was  run  out  of 


the  coloured  (mixed-race)  township  of 
Mitchell’s  Plain  near  Cape  Town.  Now 
the  whole  country,  this  land  drenched  in 
the  blood  of  black  people,  could  blow. 

So  much  for  the  "neo-apartheid”  of 


the  “New  South  Africa” — which  looks 
more  and  more  like  the  old.  Already  De 
Klerk  has  threatened  to  reinstate  the  state 
of  emergency,  and  the  third  round  of 
continued  on  page  10 


George  Bush  figured  he  could  bolster  his  sagging 
ratings  in  the  presidential  polls  by  showing  the  flag  in 
Panama  and  talking  tough  at  the  Earth  Summit  in 
Brazil.  Voters  would  be  reminded  of  how  U.S.  forces 
supposedly  “brought  democracy"  to  the  isthmus  and 
seized  strongman  General  Manuel  Noriega,  the  sleazy 


former  Washington  flunky  recently  convicted  by  a 
Miami  court  on  drug  charges. 

But  instead  of  receiving  accolades  to  a conquering 
hero,  Bush  was  met  with  protests  by  hundreds  of  Pana- 
manians bitter  over  the  December  1989  U.S.  invasion 
which  laid  waste  to  poor  neighborhoods  of  Panama 


City  and  slaughtered  several  thousand  people.  As  the 
tear  gas  wafted  back  toward  the  platform  where  he  was 
scheduled  to  speak  and  riot  police  began  shooting 
wildly,  the  American  entourage  hastily  retreated. 

The  picture  of  Secret  Service  men  on  the  running 
boards  of  the  presidential  limousine  with  their  Uzis 
and  Berettas  drawn  looked  like  nothing  so  much  as 
I930s-style  A1  Capone  gangsters  careening  through 
Chicago.  And  as  tanquetas  patrolled  the  beaches  in 
Rio,  Bush’s  vaunted  "New  World  Order"  was  looking 
pretty  tattered. 

The  Panamanian  masses  certainly  have  nothing  to 
rejoice  over.  While  business  in  the  banks  is  booming 
(mostly  due  to  drug  money  laundering),  official  unem- 
ployment is  over  15  percent  and  unofficially  far  higher. 
In  the  black  Caribbean  city  of  Col6n,  where  govern- 
ment statistics  show  52  percent  unemployed,  there  have 
been  numerous  marches  by  the  jobless  that  are  brutally' 
repressed  by  the  U.S. -“advised"  police. 

While  15,000  were  made  homeless  in  the  slum  of 
El  Chorillo,  barely  600  homes  have  been  rebuilt.  The 
crime  rate  in  Panama  City  is  astronomical  as  drug 
trafficking  skyrockets.  Candidates  backing  the  highly 
unpopular  U.S.  puppet  president  Endara  have  been 
defeated  in  by-elections  by  supporters  of  Noriega.  And 
several  soldiers  of  the  U.S.  occupation  force  have  been 
shot  by  nationalist  guerrillas. 

Yankee  imperialism  is  the  enemy  not  only  of  the 
impoverished  masses  of  Latin  America,  which  it  treats 
as  its  “backyard,"  but  also  of  the  working  people  and 
minorities  of  the  U.S.  The  American  imperial  chief  is 
no  more  welcome  in  Los  Angeles  than  he  is  south  of 
the  border.  It  will  take  the  joint  efforts  of  the  workers 
and  oppressed  of  the  Americas  to  bring  down  their 
common  exploiters  through  socialist  revolution.  ■ 


Editorial  Notes 


Dredge  the  Oakland  Harbor! 


WV  Photo 

Oakland  Port’s  Howard  Terminal — greedy  maritime  bosses  dump  dredged  silt 
back  in  the  Bay,  threatening  harbor’s  future. 


On  Proposition  13 


We  print  below  a statement  presented 
by  the  Spartacist  League  at  the  June  18 
meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Con- 
servation and  Development  Commission. 
The  Commission  voted  to  approve  the 
first  phase  of  the  proposed  dredging  of 
the  Oakland  harbor,  but  with  the  silt  to 
be  dumped  in  the  Bay  instead  of  at  a 
deep-ocean  site. 

The  Spartacist  League,  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  interests  of  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area’s  multiracial  work- 
ing class,  supports  the  dredging  of  the 
Port  of  Oakland  and  all  other  harbor 
channels  that  carry  commercial  shipping. 
Without  the  deepening  of  the  harbor 
channels  to  42  feet,  the  port  cannot  ade- 
quately handle  the  newer  generations  of 
deep-draft  container  ships.  As  a labor 
socialist  organization,  we  have  an  inter- 
est in  maintaining  Oakland  as  a viable 
working  port  city,  not  to  take  away 
from  San  Pedro  in  the  Los  Angeles  area 
or  Seattle,  Washington  and  Vancouver, 
B.C.,  to  the  north  but  merely  to  maintain 
the  economic  life  of  Northern  California 
and  its  polyglot  working  people.  An 
estimated  188,000  jobs  depend  directly 
and  indirectly  on  the  port  and  the  goods 
that  pass  through  it.  Failure  to  dredge 
threatens  to  turn  heavily  black  Oakland 
from  the  fourth  largest  container  port  on 
the  West  Coast  into  a dead  city. 


While  defending  its  immediate  eco- 
nomic existence  the  working  people  of 
the  Bay  Area  also  have  an  interest  in 
defending  the  future  existence  of  one  of 
the  world’s  great  natural  harbors  as  a 
precious  legacy  that  will  one  day  be 
theirs.  Therefore,  we  demand  the  dredg- 
ing spoils  be  dumped  at  a deep-ocean 
site  off  the  continental  shelf. 

Dredging  is  a fact  of  life  in  the  Bay 
which  gets  8-10  million  cubic  yards  of 
sediment  a year  from  rivers  entering  the 
Bay.  While  San  Francisco  has  allowed 
much  of  its  waterfront  acreage  to  be  used 
for  real  estate  development,  its  remaining 
working  piers  are  threatened  by  the  silt- 
ing of  the  once  deep-water  channel.  The 
port  of  Redwood  City  is  similarly  threat- 
ened. Oakland  and  the  other  East  Bay 
ports  require  yearly  dredging  to  maintain 
even  their  current  levels  of  functioning. 

The  phase  one  plan  by  the  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers  calls  for  dumping  540,000 
cubic  yards  of  dredged  material  off  Alca- 
traz Island  in  the  Bay.  while  2 1 ,000  cubic 
yards  deemed  toxic  will  be  dumped  on 
dry  land.  The  entire  project,  including 
dredging  the  Outer  Harbor  and  a turning 
circle,  will  comprise  7 million  cubic 
yards  of  dredged  material. 

The  longstanding  practice  of  dumping 
dredged  materials  back  into  the  Bay 
continued  on  page  4 


Last  week  the  Supreme  Court  upheld 
California’s  controversial  Proposition 
13,  adopted  in  1978,  which  limited  taxes 
on  real  property — industrial,  commercial 
and  residential — to  1 percent  of  its  then 
assessed  value.  Prop  13  was  the  first 
major  offensive  in  the  so-called  “tax 
revolt,”  a white,  middle-class  backlash 
against  government  programs  viewed  as 
especially  benefiting  the  black  and 
Latino  poor — welfare,  public  health, 
public  housing,  funds  for  ghetto  and 
barrio  schools.  “It’s  these  social  services 
that  annoy  the  heck  out  of  me — social 
services  for  the  colored,  the  Mexicans 
and  so  forth,”  a Southern  California 
grandmother  complained.  "Who  wants  to 
pay  it  all  in  taxes  that  go  for  things 
like  that”  ( Newsweek , 19  June  1978). 

At  the  time,  while  recognizing  the 
rightist  and  racist  nature  of  the  movement 
behind  Prop  13,  we  advocated  that  class- 
conscious workers  abstain  rather  than 
vote  no,  arguing:  “the  issue  involved  is 
at  bottom  a dispute  within  the  capitalist 
class  on  how  to  finance  their  government, 
in  which  the  working  class  does  not  take 
sides”  (“Right  Wing  Whips  Up  Tax 
Revolt  Fever,”  WV  No.  210.  30  June 
1978).  In  response  to  a letter  by  a sym- 
pathizer criticizing  our  abstentionist 
position,  we  wrote: 

“The  basic  fallacy  of  comrade  Rubin- 
stein’s letter  is  that  he  equates  a reduction 
in  property  taxes  with  a major  cutback 
in  government-provided  social  services. 
That  is,  to  be  sure,  how  right-wingers 
like  Howard  Jarvis  [sponsor  of  Proposi- 
tion 13]  present  the  issue.  However,  as 
revolutionaries  we  do  not  accept  that  a 
reduction  in  one  form  of  tax  revenue 
must  result  in  a corresponding  (or  any) 
cutback  of  social  services....” 

— WV  No.  212,  28  July  1978 
While  this  statement  is  abstractly  cor- 
rect, it  failed  to  take  into  account  the 
concrete  political  situation  surrounding 
Prop  13  and  its  predictable  effects.  Prop 
13  was  generally  viewed  as  a referendum 
on  social  programs.  Jarvis  and  its  other 
architects  deliberately  intended  to  man- 
ufacture a fiscal  crisis  for  the  state  gov- 
ernment. counties  and  municipalities  in 
order  to  gut  welfare  and  other  programs 
for  the  poor,  slash  school  budgets  and 
the  like.  A few  years  later  Reagan,  by 
cutting  taxes  for  the  rich  while  launching 
a massive  military  buildup,  pulled  off 
the  same  operation  at  the  federal  level. 

It  was  hypothetically  possible  that  the 
reduced  revenue  from  property  taxes  due 
to  Prop  13  could  have  been  offset 
by  more  federal  aid  to  California  and 
its  cities,  higher  taxes  on  the  rich,  or 
additional  borrowing.  But  given  the 
increasingly  rightist  political  climate  and 
balance  of  forces  within  the  ruling  cir- 
cles in  California  and  Washington,  that 
was  a very  unlikely  outcome.  The  actual 
effects  of  Prop  13  were  pretty  much  as 
Jarvis  & Co.  intended. 


For  example,  public  education  in  Cal- 
ifornia has  not  only  deteriorated  but  is 
even  more  class-  and  race-biased  than 
before.  Wealthy  suburban  communities 
can  afford  schools  that  look  and  function 
like  country  clubs,  while  ghetto  and 
barrio  schools  resemble  Third  World 
military  barracks.  Dedicated  teachers  in 
these  poor  schools  have  to  pay  for  sup- 
plies out  of  their  own  pockets  to  pro- 
vide the  children  with  even  minimal 
education. 

Moreover,  since  Prop  13  was  ap- 
proved the  tax  burden  on  working  people 
in  California  has  increased,  especially 
since  real  wages  have  fallen  sharply  over 
the  past  generation.  To  offset  the  loss  of 
property-tax  revenue,  the  California 
statewide  sales  tax  has  been  twice 
increased  in  the  past  five  years.  This  is 
a regressive  tax,  since  working  people 
spend  almost  all  of  their  income,  thereby 
paying  sales  taxes  on  it.  while  the 
wealthy  invest  much  of  their  income  in 
stocks,  bonds  and  real  property. 

The  burden  of  property  taxes  has  been 
shifted  from  older  families,  many  of 
whom  are  belter  off  and  have  some  sav- 
ings, to  young  couples  trying  to  raise 
small  children.  New  homeowners  pay 
taxes  on  the  basis  of  the  highly  inflated 
real-estate  prices  of  the  1980s,  while 
those  who  owned  their  homes  before 
Prop  13  are  assessed  at  the  1975-76  val- 
ue, which  is  a small  fraction  of  today’s 
market  price.  Thus,  a new  homeowner  in 
a middle-income  community  is  now  pay- 
ing the  same  property  tax  as  a longtime 
resident  of  a mansion  on  the  ritzy  Malibu 
beachfront.  At  the  same  time,  landlords 
are  passing  on  their  higher  property  taxes 
to  rent-paying  tenants,  whose  housing 
costs  have  increased  sharply. 

In  brief,  the  effects  of  Prop  13  have 
been  to  cut  the  living  standards  of  Cal- 
ifornia’s working  people  from  both 
directions — their  social  programs  have 
deteriorated  while  they  are  paying  more 
in  taxes.  As  communists  we  do  not  put 
forward  a positive  program  for  how  the 
bourgeoisie  should  Finance  the  opera- 
tions of  its  state  (e.g.,  "tax  the  rich”), 
but  we  do  oppose  those  measures  which 
attack  the  living  standards  of  the  poor 
and  working  people.  In  retrospect,  we 
should  have  urged  a “no”  vote  on  Prop- 
osition 13  in  1978,  not  abstention. 

The  old  Stalinist  parties  claimed  infal- 
libility. Even  when  they  opportunisti- 
cally changed  their  line  180  degrees 
overnight,  they  still  said  they  had  been 
100  percent  correct  before.  An  authenti- 
cally communist  party  is  not  infallible 
nor  does  it  claim  to  be.  It  can  misjudge 
a situation  and  fail  to  foresee  the  full 
consequences  of  an  event  or  government 
policy.  On  those  occasions  it  has  a 
responsibility  to  the  working  class  to 
forthrightly  acknowledge  its  error.  ■ 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


The  Church  and  Social  Reaction 

In  recent  decades,  the  Catholic  church  has 
I acted  as  a powerful  agency  of  Cold  War  anti- 
Communism,  especially  in  fomenting  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  Poland  and  elsewhere  in 
East  Europe.  From  Warsaw  to  Dublin  to  New 
York,  the  church  hierarchy  is  in  the  forefront 
of  the  crusade  against  abortion  rights,  aimed 
at  keeping  women  in  chains.  Marxists  stand 
for  the  complete  separation  of  church  and 
slate,  be  it  Protestant  fundamentalist  bigots 
in  the  U.S.,  the  Vatican  in  Italy,  the  Zionist 
theocracy  in  Israel  or  the  mullahs  in  Iran.  During  the  Russian  Revolution  of  1905,  Rosa 
Luxemburg  exposed  and  denounced  the  reactionary  role  of  both  the  Catholic  and  Russian 
Orthodox  churches  in  attacking  the  workers  movement  and  promoting  social  reaction. 

The  clergy  has  at  its  disposal  two  means  to  fight  social  democracy.  Where  the 
working-class  movement  is  beginning  to  win  recognition,  as  is  the  case  in  our  country 
(Poland),  where  the  possessing  classes  still  hope  to  crush  it.  the  clergy  fights  the 
socialists  by  threatening  sermons,  slandering  them  and  condemning  the  "covetousness” 
of  the  workers.  But  in  the  countries  where  political  liberties  are  established  and  the 
workers’  party  is  powerful,  as  for  example  in  Germany,  France,  and  Holland,  there 
the  clergy  seeks  other  means.  It  hides  its  real  purpose  and  does  not  face  the  workers 
any  more  as  an  open  enemy,  but  as  a false  friend.  Thus  you  will  see  the  priests 
organizing  the  workers  and  founding  “Christian”  trade  unions.  In  this  way  they  try 
to  catch  the  fish  in  their  net,  to  attract  the  workers  into  the  trap  of  these  false  trade 
unions,  where  they  teach  humility,  unlike  the  organizations  of  the  social  democracy 
which  have  in  view  struggle  and  defense  against  maltreatment.... 

The  social  democracy  in  no  way  fights  against  religious  beliefs.  On  the  contrary, 
it  demands  complete  freedom  of  conscience  for  every  individual  and  the  widest 
possible  toleration  for  every  faith  and  every  opinion.  But,  from  the  moment  when  the 
priests  use  the  pulpit  as  a means  of  political  struggle  against  the  working  class,  the 
workers  must  fight  against  the  enemies  of  their  rights  and  their  liberation.  For  he 
who  defends  the  exploiters  and  who  helps  to  prolong  this  present  regime  of  misery 
is  the  mortal  enemy  of*  the  proletariat,  whether  he  be  in  a cassock  or  in  the  uniform 
of  the  police. 

— Rosa  Luxemburg,  “Socialism  and  the  Churches”  (1905) 
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TROTSKY 


Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


Strike  Conrail,  Amtrak! 

No  to  Congressional 
Strikebreaking! 

As  WV  goes  to  press,  six  unions  representing  20,000 
rail  workers  are  poised  to  strike  Amtrak  passenger  ser- 
vice and  the  Conrail  freight  system.  The  Brotherhood 
of  Maintenance  Way  Employees  (BMWE)  at  Amtrak 
and  Conrail,  along  with  8,000  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Machinists  (IAM)  and  four 
other  Amtrak  craft  unions,  have  been  working  without 
a contract  (or  a wage  increase)  since  1988,  as  jobs  and 
safely  conditions  have  been  slashed  to  the  bone. 

Amtrak  commuter  lines  handling  tens  of  thousands 
of  passengers  daily  in  urban  corridors  from  NYC  to 
Washington  and  Chicago  could  be  shut  down.  The  press 
is  already  squealing,  as  more  than  100,000  commuters 
on  the  Long  Island  Rail  Road  and  New  Jersey  Transit 
will  be  stranded  in  Jamaica  and  Hoboken  since  both 
railroads  use  Amtrak  right-of-way  into  Manhattan. 

Conrail,  which  handles  one-sixth  of  U.S.  freight 
hauling,  would  be  crippled  in  the  Northeast.  Auto 
assembly  would  be  hit  especially  hard.  Conrail  serves 
20  automobile  plants,  and  assembly  lines  are  especially 
vulnerable  with  their  just-in-time  delivery  systems. 

The  strategic  power  of  the  railroad  workers,  how- 
ever, is  being  thwarted  by  the  rail  union  honchos,  who 
shudder  at  the  prospect  of  leading  a strike  that  will 
immediately  confront  the  capitalist  state.  The  bosses’ 
appetites  were  whetted  by  the  capitulation  of  the  union 
tops  14  months  ago  as  they  retreated  from  a solid, 
nationwide  strike  embracing  230,000  track  workers. 

Since  last  year’s  strike,  the  majority  of  workers  rep- 
resented by  a conglomeration  of  separate  transportation 
unions  have  been  stuck  with  job-slashing  contracts 
cooked  up  by  an  “emergency  board"  hand-picked  by 
Bush.  While  the  railroads  have  been  raking  in  billions 
in  profits,  the  government-engineered  contracts  have 
netted  a 16  percent  cut  in  real  wages  for  track  workers, 
while  jobs  disappear  as  crew  size  has  been  cut  to  just 
two  men.  A track  man  with  one  year’s  seniority  and  a 
family  of  five  has  a salary  below  the  poverty  line. 

Before  the  1991  walkout,  the  heads  of  the  rail  unions 
proved  their  loyalty  to  their  capitalist  rulers  by  agreeing 
to  a 90-day  "cooling  off’  period  explicitly  so  that  Bush 
could  carry  out  the  massacre  of  Iraq  undisturbed.  They 
delayed  striking  in  February  1991,  when  it  would  have 
severely  hurt  moving  military  equipment  into  the  Per- 
sian Gulf.  And  then  when  their  Democratic  Party 
"friends"  in  Congress  invoked  the  Railway  Labor  Act. 
the  union  tops  folded  the  strike  after  less  than  18  hours. 

Today  the  union  “leaders"  are  looking  to  these  same 
capitalist  politicians  to  come  to  their  rescue.  Rail  work- 
ers need  a single  industrial  union  with  a class-struggle 
leadership  that  doesn't  think  their  enormous  strategic 
power  to  pull  the  plug  on  the  U.S.  economy  is  a liability. 

A class-struggle  union  leadership  must  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  and  all 
capitalist  parties.  The  anti-strike  bill,  passed  last  year 
by  the  Democratic-controlled  Congress,  was  devised 
by  Teddy  Kennedy.  Rail  workers  can  fight  Bush  and 
the  Congress.  When  rail  workers  struck  in  1946,  and 
tough-talking  Democrat  Truman  "outlawed"  the  strike, 
threatening  to  send  in  the  army,  the  unions  told  the 
president  to  drop  dead.  Forty-eight  hours  later  they  had 
their  pay  increase.  If  picket  lines  go  up  at  Amtrak  and 
Conrail,  all  rail  unions  must  honor  the  strike.  Shut 
down  Amtrak  and  Conrail — Strike  to  win! 


Local  11  members  rally  outside  Beverly  Wilshire 
Hotel,  June  19. 


L.A.  Workers  Fight 
Hotel  Bosses,  La  Migra 

LOS  ANGELES — Since  their  contract  expired  on  April 
15,  members  of  Local  11  of  the  Hotel  Employees  and 
Restaurant  Employees  Union  (HERE)  have  held 
repeated  demonstrations  targeting  the  eight  luxury 
hotels  in  Los  Angeles  and  Beverly  Hills  which  make 
up  the  Employers’  Council.  On  June  10,  more  than  300 
unionists  participated  in  a spirited  and  well-disciplined 
march  and  picket  at  the  downtown  Hotel  Bonaventure 
and  Sheraton  Grand,  under  the  menacing  presence  of 
dozens  of  LAPD  cops  and  hotel  security  goons. 

On  June  19.  a noisy  crowd  of  hotel  workers  con- 
verged on  the  Beverly  Wilshire  Hotel  in  the  heart  of 
Beverly  Hills.  The  room  rates  at  this  place  start  at  $255 
a night,  yet  many  of  the  workers  receive  little  more 
than  minimum  wage.  As  one  worker  told  WV,  “How 
can  I pay  more  for  my  health  plan  when  I make  $4.35 
an  hour?" 

Local  1 1 is  over  two-thirds  Hispanic,  including  many 
with  experience  of  militant  labor  struggle  in  Central 
America  and  Mexico.  They  unanimously  voted  down 
the  employers’  last  offer,  which  included  a wage  freeze, 
imposed  co-payments  for  medical  coverage,  and 
allowed  the  hotels  to  rip  up  union  contracts  after  a 
change  in  ownership.  In  January  this  year,  the  Hyatt 
Wilshire  was  sold,  renamed  the  Koreana,  and  the  new 
management  fired  175  Local  11  workers  and  rehired 
non-union  labor  at  drastically  reduced  wages  and 
benefits. 

While  the  number  of  unionized  workers  nationally 
has  dwindled  to  all-time  lows,  the  unionization  of 
immigrant  workers  in  service  industry  jobs  in  L.A.  has 
shot  up.  Tourism  remains  the  second  largest  industry 
in  this  city,  which  is  still  reeling  from  the  flood  of 
anger  and  desperation  which  rocked  L.A.  after  the  Rod- 
ney King  verdict.  Immigrant  workers  have  been  par- 
ticular targets  of  state  repression  during  the  upheaval 
and  the  subsequent  Gestapo-like  door-to-door  raids  of 
the  LAPD  in  search  of  “loot”  and  “looters." 

The  racist  collusion  between  the  despised  migra 
immigration  cops  and  the  LAPD  has  resulted  in  the 
arrest  and  deportation  of  nearly  900  workers  as  of  June 
4,  according  to  El  Rescate,  a local  immigrant  rights 
group.  Another  177  who  refused  to  sign  "voluntary 


departure”  forms  remain  in  custody  at  the  INS  detention 
center  on  Terminal  Island.  The  only  "crime"  of  many 
of  these  workers  was  going  to  work!  For  four  days 
there  was  a dusk-to-dawn  curfew,  with  no  bus  service. 

Some  of  those  arrested  are  members  of  SE1U  Local 
399,  which  has  organized  7,000  building  maintenance 
workers  throughout  L.A.  in  the  past  few  years.  Making 
$5  to  $6  per  hour,  they  rely  on  what  passes  for  public 
transportation  in  L.A.  to  get  across  town  to  their  jobs, 
many  of  which  end  in  the  early  morning  hours.  As  a 
result  many  were  arrested  as  they  walked  the  sever.” 
miles  home  from  work  at  3:00  a.m.  One  SEIU  organizer 
was  fired  from  his  maintenance  job  after  being  picked 
up  by  the  LAPD. 

In  a courageous  move,  on  May  8 more  than  400 
janitors  of  Local  399  marched  through  the  heavily  Sal- 
vadoran Pico-Union  area  protesting  the  racist  verdict 
in  the  Rodney  King  beating  case.  This  defiant  march 
during  martial  law  was  in  stark  contrast  to  the  deafening 
silence  of  the  union  tops,  especially  in  the  powerful 
longshore  and  aerospace  unions,  who  responded  with 
hand-wringing  paper  motions  of  woe. 

The  labor  misleadership  in  this  country,  which  spews 
protectionist  poison,  is  no  friend  of  immigrant  workers. 
In  1986  the  AFL-CIO  and  unions  which  include  many 
thousands  of  foreign-born  workers  enthusiastically  sup- 
ported the  racist,  anti-labor  Immigration  Reform  and 
Control  Act,  which  imposed  employer  sanctions  for 
hiring  so-called  "illegals."  Not  surprisingly,  this  law 
has  been  used  to  weed  out  union  organizers  and  mili- 
tants, or  even  those  who  “look  foreign."  In  the  Bay 
Area,  immigration  agents  have  been  rounding  up  day 
laborers  for  the  "crime"  of  looking  for  work! 

Now  many  of  the  union  tops  have  come  out  for 
repeal  of  this  racist,  anti-labor  law  (the  SEIU  con- 
vention voted  in  April  to  reverse  its  position).  But 
these  pro-Democratic  Party  labor  fakers  haven’t  lifted 
a finger  to  defend  the  victims  of  la  migra's  sweeps. 
The  unions  must  use  their  power  to  demand  full  citi- 
zenship rights  for  foreign-bom  workers!  Free  all  the 
victims  of  the  INS/LAPD  sweeps! 

Hotel  workers  have  shown  they  want  to  fight,  but 
the  HERE  leadership  continues  to  look  to  the  hotel 
bosses,  appealing  for  them  to  "be  part  of  the  solution" 
in  rebuilding  L.A.  But  the  "Rebuild  L.A."  program 
being  promoted  by  big  business  and  the  capitalist  pol- 
iticians looks  to  establish  "enterprise  zones"  in  South- 
Central  with  tax  breaks  for  the  bosses  in  exchange  for 
a paltry  number  of  low-wage,  non-union  jobs.  L.A.’s 
burgeoning  population  of  Central  American  refugees 
will  recognize  these  "enterprise  zones"  as  the  "free 
trade  zones”  of  American  imperialism  in  San  Salvador 
or  Guatemala  City. 

The  campaigns  of  Local  1 1 and  Local  399  are  chang- 
ing the  face  of  organized  labor  here.  While  not  wielding 
the  social  weight  of  the  ILWU,  these  workers  have 
shown  a willingness  to  fight  which  could  galvanize 
large  sections  of  L.A.’s  multiracial  working  class.  There 
will  be  many  flash  points  of  potential  social  struggle. 
Longshoremen  are  fighting  the  union-busting  schemes 
of  Southern  Pacific.  Over  the  next  three  years,  over 
400,000  union  jobs  in  Southern  California  aerospace 
are  slated  to  be  wiped  out.  Of  the  120,000  jobs  in  the 
garment  industry  here,  only  a few  thousand  are  union. 

And  the  rage  which  exploded  in  the  ghettos  and  bar- 
rios following  the  Rodney  King  verdict  will  not  dis- 
appear. It  lit  up  for  the  world  the  grinding  racist  oppres- 
sion blacks  and  Hispanics  face  every  day.  What  is 
urgently  needed  is  to  weld  the  power  of  black,  Hispanic, 
Asian  and  white  workers  into  the  revolutionary  party 
that  can  sweep  away  this  racist,  capitalist  system.  ■ 


Cops  Rampage  After  Bulls’  Victory 


1,000  Arrested  in  Chicago 


CHICAGO — Police  rounded  up  more 
than  1,000  people  in  the  hours  after  the 
Chicago  Bulls  won  the  NBA  champion- 
ship on  Sunday,  June  14,  as  celebration 
gave  way  to  smoldering  rage  over  the 
horrible  conditions  of  ghetto  life.  The 
mass  arrests  pushed  the  inmate  popula- 
tion to  a record  high  at  overcrowded 
Cook  County  Jail,  where  thousands  are 
forced  to  sleep  on  the  floor.  Soon  Mayor 
Richard  Daley  was  calling  for  long 
prison  sentences  and  denouncing  judges 
for  letting  misdemeanor  defendants 
out  on  their  own  recognizance.  Then  he 
won  City  Council  approval  for  a law- 
and-order  ordinance  that  would  enable 
police  to  arrest  "suspected  gang  mem- 
bers" (i.e.,  minority  youth)  for  loitering 


in  groups  of  two  or  more! 

In  Segregation  City,  justice  is  as 
scarce  as  a job.  But  anger  is  rife.  On 
June  14,  much  of  the  black  anger  was 
directed  against  the  police:  nearly  a hun- 
dred cops  were  injured  (two  with  gun- 
shot wounds)  and  dozens  of  squad  cars 
were  damaged.  But  mostly  it  fed  into 
scattered,  indiscriminate  looting  and 
arson,  especially  in  the  poorest  black 
neighborhoods  along  Madison  Street  on 
the  West  Side  and  State  Street  on  the 
South  Side.  “The  Bulls  winning  didn’t 


have  anything  to  do  with  this.  The  econ- 
omy is  what  caused  this,"  said  a black 
pawnbroker  whose  shop  was  trashed. 
“I’m  very  angry  and  very  disappointed 
but  I understand  what’s  happening.  Peo- 
ple are  desperate,  people  are  hungry, 
people  are  scared." 

“The  Police  Department  in  Chicago 
is  light-years  ahead  of  Los  Angeles  in 
how  to  handle  racially  tinged  issues," 
bragged  Democratic  Senatorial  candi- 
date Carol  Moseley  Braun  when  Chica- 
go’s ghettos  remained  quiet  after  the 


acquittal  of  the  racist  L.A.  cops  who  beat 
Rodney  King.  Tell  that  to  Cassandra 
Seay,  the  black  transit  authority  bus 
driver  who  was  viciously  beaten  by  four 
white  cops  in  her  own  living  room  in 
1987.  Transit  union  members  mobilized 
to  defeat  the  criminal  charges  against 
her  and  her  mother  Callie  Bryant,  but 
this  spring  a civil  lawsuit  filed  against 
the  police  by  the  family  was  shot  down 
in  the  capitalist  courts. 

Chicago's  integrated  labor  movement 
has  the  power  and  class  interest  to  lead 
the  oppressed  minorities  in  struggle 
against  racist  capitalism  and  its  armed 
henchmen.  What’s  crucial  is  revolution- 
ary leadership.  Drop  the  charges  against 
the  “Bulls  1 .000"!  ■ 
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Young  Spartacus 


1 AIDS  and  Education 

"Family  Values" 
Are  Killing  Youth 


Dan  (“What  a waste  it  is  to  lose  one's 
mind,  or  not  to  have  a mind”)  Quayle 
tells  youth  to  abstain  from  sex  or  die. 


The  New  York  City  Board  of  Educa- 
tion wants  teenagers  who  have  sex  to 
pay  for  it  with  their  lives.  That's  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  Board’s  recent  directive 
that  all  AIDS  education  in  the  city’s 
schools  must  devote  "substantially  more 
time  and  attention  to  abstinence  than  to 
other  forms  of  [AIDS]  prevention.” 
Organizations  and  educators  from  out- 
side the  schools  have  to  sign  a “morality 
oath”  pledging  to  do  the  same  before 
they  can  make  presentations  to  students. 

What’s  next?  Undercover  sex  cops  in 
classrooms  keeping  count  of  how  many 
times  teacher  says  "condom"  vs.  "absti- 
nence”? As  a 16-year-old  student  at 
Flushing  High  School  in  Queens  told 
Newsday  (29  May),  "Teaching  absti- 
nence is  not  realistic  when  so  many  kids 
are  having  sex.”  One-fifth  of  people  with 
AIDS  are  in  their  20s,  and  most  were 
infected  with  the  HIV  virus  as  teenagers. 
The  Board’s  warped  “morality"  means 
that  more  kids  will  contract  HIV  and 
more  will  die  of  AIDS. 

According  to  the  sick  official  “moral- 
ity” of  bourgeois  society,  youth  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  asexual.  Since  this  is  not 
the  case,  youth  are  expected  to  repress 
and  feel  guilty  about  the  sexual  feelings 
they  do  have.  If  that  doesn’t  work,  the 
prospect  of  an  unwanted  pregnancy 
should  help  instill  fear  of  sex.  For  right- 
wing  zealots,  the  threat  of  AIDS  is  yet 
another  welcome  addition  to  their  anti- 
sex armory.  Or  if  you’re  a teenager  and 
your  lover  is  older  than  you  are,  maybe 
he  or  she  will  be  thrown  in  jail  under 
the  reactionary  "age  of  consent”  laws — 
that’ll  teach  you  some  “morals.”  In  any 
case,  since  you  aren’t  supposed  to  be 
having  sex,  you  presumably  don’t  need 


contraception,  condoms  or  information 
about  safer  sexual  practices.  But  today 
the  majority  of  high  school  students  are 
in  fact  sexually  active.  And  especially 
in  the  age  of  AIDS,  as  the  gay  activist 
group  ACT  UP  says,  “silence  equals 
death." 

The  situation  of  gay  and  lesbian  youth 
is  especially  difficult.  These  youth  are 
subjected  to  a double  dose  of  guilt  and 
frustration,  and  are  made  to  fear  ostra- 
cism and  violence  as  the  likely  conse- 
quences of  even  acknowledging  their 
feelings.  Behind  the  anti-gay  crusades 
to  "Save  Our  Children”  lies  the  grim 
reality  of  suicide  among  gay  teens.  A 
report  commissioned  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment in  1989  found  that  gay  teens 
are  three  times  as  likely  to  commit  sui- 
cide as  their  non-gay  peers.  But  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Serv- 
ices refused  to  release  the  report  offi- 
cially because  it  was  deemed  an  affront 
to  “family  values.” 

Likewise,  district  school  boards  in 
Queens  and  Staten  Island  recently 
deleted  sections  of  the  citywide  “multi- 
culturalism”  curriculum  designed  to  pro- 


mote "tolerance"  of  non-heterosexual 
relationships,  since  in  their  eyes  such 
relationships  are  anathema.  In  the  ele- 
mentary schools,  book-banning  bigots 
have  outlawed  all  mention  of  homosex- 
uality to  children — many  of  whom  come 
from  homes  with  single  moms,  two 
moms,  two  dads  and  other  consensual 
human  relations  that  Dan  Quayle  and  the 
Waltons  can’t  even  imagine.  Children’s 
books  with  titles  like  Heather  Has  Two 
Mommies  and  Gloria  Goes  to  Gay  Pride 
were  pulled  from  the  classrooms  and 
libraries.  Just  imagine  trying  to  teach  a 
kid  about  AIDS  without  mentioning  the 
word  "homosexual”  and  you  get  a pic- 
ture of  the  backwardness  and  bigotry  that 
passes  for  “sex  education"  in  these 
schools. 

Meanwhile,  out  in  Clifton,  New  Jer- 
sey eighth-graders  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
Catholic  elementary  school  recently  got 
an  unexpected  blast  of  anti-gay  big- 
otry when  they  proposed  to  play  the 
rock  group  Queen’s  "We  Are  the  Cham- 
pions” at  their  commencement  exer- 
cises. The  song  deals  in  a general  way 
with  the  theme  of  overcoming  obsia- 


Newsday 


Cardinal  O’Connor— more  papal  bull 
from  New  York  City’s  leading  anti-sex 
crusader. 

cles,  but  Freddie  Mercury,  the  group’s 
lead  singer,  was  bisexual  and  died  of 
AIDS.  So  the  school  authorities  deemed 
him  an  inappropriate  role  model,  banned 
the  song,  and  canceled  the  class’s 
entire  commencement  ceremony!  But 
the  kids’  spirit  remains  undaunted. 

“On  the  one  hand  they  teach  you 
not  to  be  prejudiced.  On  the  other  hand 
they  ban  a song  because  the  singer  was 
bisexual,"  said  an  eighth-grader  who  led 
protests  against  the  ban.  "1  don’t  want 
my  diploma  from  a bunch  of  hypocrites 
anyway”  ( Record , 9 June).  Maybe  the 
Sacred  Heart  officials  would  rather  the 
students  emulate  the  Bishop  of  Galway, 
Eamonn  Murphy  of  Ireland.  This  well- 
heeled  hierarch  paid  out  $125,000  in 
"hush  money”  in  1990,  only  to  be  hoist 
by  his  own  petard  when  two  years 
later  the  American  woman  he  had  an 
affair  with  and  their  17-year-old  son 
were  outraged  over  the  bishop’s  hypo- 
critical stand  against  abortion  and  went 
public. 

The  social  tensions  generated  by 
crisis-ridden  capitalism  are  all  too 
readily  manipulated  by  right-wing  dem- 
agogues who  promise  a return  to 
moral  certainties  of  yesteryear  by  target- 
ing sex  and  sexual  “deviants”  (“deviant 
behavior"  being  defined  as  anything 
the  missionary  position  zealots  do  not 
want  to  'fess  up  to  themselves).  In  pur- 
suit of  this  anti-sex  witchhunt  they 
would  sacrifice  even  their  own  children. 
We  socialists  are  fighting  for  a rational 
society  where  viral  diseases  like  AIDS 
can  be  treated  as  concerns  of  public 
health,  free  of  sexual  moralism,  and 
youth  need  not  suffer  the  abuse  of  sex- 
ual hypocrisy  and  lies.  ■ 


Bisexual  rock 
singer  Freddie 
Mercury  died  of 
AIDS.  Bigoted 
Clifton,  NJ 
school  officials 
canceled 
commencement 
rather  than 
play  his  music. 


Oakland... 

(continued  from  page  2) 
off  Alcatraz  Island  reflects  the  kind  of 
greed  and  bureaucratic  mismanagement 
by  which  the  capitalists  have  destroyed 
much  of  America’s  basic  industry.  This 
practice  in  the  name  of  saving  money  is 
foolish  and  shortsighted.  The  Corps 
itself  estimates  that  70  percent  of  the 
spoils  dumped  off  Alcatraz  remain  in  the 
Bay  and  only  30  percent  will  disperse 
out  to  the  open  ocean.  An  estimated  7 
percent  of  all  the  spoils  will  end  up  back 
in  the  Oakland  harbor!  A suitable  deep- 
ocean  site  at  which  to  dump  this  material 
can  and  must  be  found.  (The  Department 
of  the  Navy,  which  is  also  planning  to 
dredge  its  own  ship  channels  to  the  Ala- 
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meda  Naval  Air  Station  and  the  Naval 
Supply  Center  at  Oakland,  is  projecting 
to  dump  the  spoils  at  such  a site,  approx- 
imately 55  miles  west  of  San  Francisco 
at  a depth  of  2900  meters  off  the  conti- 
nental shelf,  a site  well  beyond  the  prime 
commercial  fishing  grounds.) 

The  benefits  of  dredging  the  Port  of 
Oakland  will  not  automatically  accrue 
to  the  Bay  Area  working  class — 
longshoremen,  railwaymen.  Teamsters, 
warehousemen  and  many,  many  oth- 
ers. Containerization  and  the  treacher- 
ous Mechanization  and  Modernization 
agreements  between  the  Bridges  leader- 
ship of  the  longshore  union  and  the 
Pacific  Maritime  Association  in  the 
1960s  led  to  massive  job  loss  for  long- 
shoremen. The  constant  attacks  by  the 
maritime  bosses  on  the  longshore  hiring 


hall  and  the  recent  union-busting  by 
Southern  Pacific  at  its  inter-modal  facil- 
ity in  the  Port  of  L.  A.  will  not  be  stopped 
by  union  leaders  sitting  on  phony  joint 
commissions  with  the  bosses. 

In  contrast  to  historically  open-shop 
Los  Angeles,  the  1934  San  Francisco 
General  Strike  and  the  1946  Oakland 
General  Strike  made  the  Bay  Area  a 
racially  integrated  union  stronghold  and 
the  center  of  political  culture  in  Cali- 
fornia. Only  militant  class  struggle  can 
defend  the  historic  gain?  and  living 
standards  of  working  people.  Such  strug- 
gle is  the  only  way  to  overcome  the  divi- 
sions in  the  working  class  caused  by  the 
subjugation  of  whole  peoples  for  the 
profits  of  the  few,  as  was  done  to  the 
Chinese  in  this  state  in  the  last  century, 
to  black  people  throughout  this  country’s 


history  and  to  immigrants  of  Hispanic 
and  Asian  origin  today. 

The  management  of  the  Port  of  Oak- 
land has  squandered  millions  on  real 
estate  speculation  like  its  sister  organi- 
zation the  Port  Authority  of  New  York. 
In  New  York  the  Port  Authority  built  the 
World  Trade  Center  while  the  port 
decayed  and  the  actual  conduct  of  world 
trade  moved  elsewhere.  This  must  not 
be  allowed  to  happen  here.  The  only  way 
the  vast  wealth  and  resources  of  this 
planet  can  be  used  to  benefit  the  majority 
of  its  people  is  for  the  working  class  to 
take  over  and  reorganize  society  on  the 
basis  of  socialized  property  and  a 
planned  economy  as  expressed  by  Karl 
Marx.  But  also  like  Marx  we  do  not  sneer 
at  reforms  that  genuinely  benefit  the 
whole  of  the  working  people.  ■ 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Italian  Capitalists 
Demand  “Strong  State” 


Key  sectors  of  the  Italian  ruling  class 
were  counting  on  the  April  5 parliamen- 
tary elections  to  give  them  a mandate 
to  put  in  order  the  perennially  chaotic 
affairs  of  state,  go  after  the  notoriously 
corrupt  partitocrazia  (autocracy  of  the 
parties),  bring  the  Mafia  to  heel,  slash 
the  huge  government  deficit  by  massive 
privatization  of  state-owned  industry, 
and  “discipline"  the  working  class  with 
a brutal  austerity  program.  The  watch- 
word of  the  bourgeoisie  was  for  a “sec- 
ond republic"  and  a “strong  state."  The 
election  results  were  indeed  dramatic: 
the  governing  four-party  coalition  fell 
way  below  50  percent.  The  media  called 
it  an  “earthquake."  But  the  immediate 
result  was  chaos. 

As  the  government  lost  its  work- 
ing majority,  Italy’s  president  Cossiga 
abruptly  resigned,  followed  by  Prime 
Minister  Andreotti  and  the  head  of  the 
ruling  Christian  Democracy  (DC),  For- 
lani.  The  country’s  politicians  bickered 
for  a month  and  cast  15  ballots  before 
voting  in  Christian  Democrat  Oscar  Luigi 
Scalfaro  as  chief  of  state.  What  finally 
galvanized  them  into  action  was  the 
spectacular  assassination  of  anti-Mafia 
judge  Giovanni  Falcone,  whose  bullet- 
proof car  was  blown  away  in  Palermo, 
Sicily.  The  bombing,  with  suggestions  of 
complicity  high  in  the  secret  service, 
recalled  the  “strategy  of  tension"  of  the 
1970s  when  far-right  forces  carried  out 
repeated  bombings. 

This  isn’t  just  the  business-as-usual 
parliamentary  crisis  of  a country  that  has 
had  50  governments  in  45  years.  The 
editor  of  the  newsweekly  L' Espresso 
warned,  “If  the  parties  don’t  change  their 
ways,  they  will  wake  up  tomorrow  with 
a man  in  uniform  knocking  on  parlia- 
ment's door  with  his  tank.”  After  the 
bombing  of  Falcone,  the  liberal  daily  La 
Repubblica  (24  May)  foresaw  a “gov- 
ernment of  emergency"  that  would  “put 
a stop  to  the  indecent  ballet  of  a national 
legislature  which  already  looks  like  it’s 
dressed  in  a clown  suit."  Two  days 
later,  after  Scalfaro  was  elected.  La 
Repubblica  proclaimed,  "And  Now  a 
Government  to  Save  Italy."  But  it  took 
another  three  weeks  just  to  name  Social- 
ist (PSI)  deputy  leader  Amato  as  prime 
minister  designate.  Fed  up  with  the  game 
of  musical  chairs,  the  head  of  the  indus- 
trial capitalists’  association,  Confindust- 
ria,  demanded  impatiently:  "We  must 
have  a government  immediately.  This 
week.” 

These  parliamentary  elections  marked 
a watershed  in  the  history  of  postwar 
Italian  politics.  With  the  collapse  of  Sta- 
linism in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  accompanying  breakup  of 
the  Italian  Communist  Party  (PCI),  the 
bourgeoisie  no  longer  needs  the  Chris- 
tian Democracy  as  a “bulwark  against 
Communism."  This  unwieldy,  faction- 
ridden  patronage  machine  is  an  enor- 
mous drain  on  the  productive  capacity 
of  the  country.  And  now  Italy  is  facing 
the  rigors  of  entry  into  the  European 
monetary  union.  The  other  European 
bourgeoisies,  and  the  Germans  in  partic- 
ular, have  made  it  clear  that  they  won’t 
pick  up  the  tab  for  the  huge  Italian 
budget  deficit.  $108  billion  in  1991 
(almost  1 1 percent  of  the  gross  national 
product),  and  heading  for  $130  billion 
this  year. 

Slashing  the  deficit  to  only  3.5  percent 
of  GNP.  as  the  Eurocrats  in  Brussels  are 
demanding,  will  require  severe  austerity 
measures  such  as  doing  away  with  the 
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remnants  of  the  scala  mobile  (sliding 
scale  of  wages,  a cost-of-living  esca- 
lator) and  gutting  the  enormous  state 
sector.  The  London  Financial  Times 
(27  May)  warned:  "This  can  only  be 
done  by  a strong  government."  And  the 
head  of  Fiat,  Giovanni  Agnelli,  declared 
to  a meeting  of  the  European  Monetary 
Union  in  Frankfurt  that  “a  strong  gov- 
ernment that  takes  unpopular  measures” 
is  needed,  particularly  to  cut  pensions 
and  health  care  ( La  Repubblica . 29  May). 
"Mr.  Fiat”  knows  whereof  he  speaks. 
Agnelli’s  grandfather  was  an  intimate 
associate  (and  beneficiary)  of  fascist 
dictator  Mussolini,  and  he  himself  fought 
for  II  Duce  as  an  officer  on  the  Rus- 
sian front.  In  a recent  interview  with 
Le  Monde  (17  June),  Agnelli  remarked 
frankly: 

“At  the  beginning  we  had  this  huge  Com- 
munist Party,  which  in  the  late  '70s  came 
very  close  to  power.  Our  priority  was  to 
defeat  it.  and  we  sometimes  made  absurd 
concessions.  In  a way  we  bought  con- 
sensus in  order  to  bar  the  way  to  the 
PCI,  and  in  the  end  it  fell  for  other,  inter- 
national reasons." 

The  bourgeois  press  has  focused  on 
the  new  president’s  devout  Catholicism 
(he  claims  to  have  conversed  with  the 
Virgin  Mary).  They  portray  Scalfaro  as 
“Mr.  Clean,”  although  he  has  been  a 
perennial  government  minister  since 
early  in  the  Cold  War,  including  two 


stints  as  interior  minister,  the  dirtiest 
post  in  the  government.  Scalfaro  an- 
nounced that  his  program  would  be 
"electoral  reform”  (axing  proportional 
representation  to  get  rid  of  many  of  the 
smaller  «jf  the  16  parties  seated  in 
parliament,  which  can  only  benefit  the 
fascists)  and  "institutional  reform,”  a 
code  word  for  increased  presidential 
powers  and  bonapartist  tendencies.  With 
Scalfaro 's  "soft  cop"  version  of  the 
“strong  state,”  the  bourgeoisie  can  draw 
the  PDS  (Party  of  the  Democratic  Left, 
the  bulk  of  the  former  PCI)  into  the 
"presidential  majority"  as  these  refor- 
mists help  bring  in  the  repressive  instru- 
ments which  will  inevitably  be  used 
against  the  workers  movement. 

“Strong  State”  and 
Anti-Working-Class  Attacks 

During  the  last  year  of  his  tenure  in 
the  Quirinale  Palace,  President  Cossiga 
was  incessantly  railing  against  parlia- 
ment and  the  “ partitocrazia .”  In  his  res- 
ignation statement  he  called  for  a “strong 
government”  and  a "strong  president." 
When  three  politicians  (from  the  PDS. 
PS  and  DC)  were  assassinated  during  the 
electoral  campaign.  Cossiga  reacted  with 
a sinister  call  for  “exceptional  laws”  to 
circumvent  the  1946  constitution.  At  one 
point  in  late  March  the  interior  minister 


sent  a circular  to  every  prefect  in  the 
country  warning  of  a supposed  plan  to 
"destabilize  the  country”  and  calling  for 
increased  security  measures.  And  with 
the  assassination  of  Judge  Falcone,  many 
pointed  a finger  at  alleged  complicity  at 
top  levels  of  the  security  apparatus:  he 
had  arrived  on  a secret  flight  aboard  a 
secret  service  jet,  and  the  planting  and 
detonation  of  a thousand  kilos  of  TNT 
under  the  roadway  had  clearly  been  care- 
fully prepared  in  advance. 

During  the  election  campaign,  moves 
by  right-wing  elements  in  the  regime  to 
strengthen  the  state  intersected  fascist 
mobilizations  in  the  streets.  In  January, 
the  “neo"-fascists  of  the  MSI  demon- 
strated in  the  industrial  metropolis  of 
Milano,  sporting  badges  featuring  a 
pickax  (Cossiga’s  personal  symbol)  and 
chanting  "Cossiga!  Cossiga!"  In  the 
April  vote.  Alessandra  Mussolini,  grand- 
daughter of  II  Duce.  was  elected  to  par- 
liament. The  power-hungry  PSI  leader 
Bettino  Craxi  (ironically  nicknamed 
"Benito")  was  toying  with  bringing  the 
MSI  into  the  quadripartito  coalition.  But 
while  Craxi  was  passed  over  for  presi- 
dent and  then  prime  minister,  whether 
or  not  the  MSI  is  brought  into  the  gov- 
ernment, the  fascists  already  play  a role 
as  shock  troops  for  capitalist  reaction  in 
the  streets. 

The  fascists  have  been  mobilizing 
their  troops  by  carrying  out  savage 
attacks  against  the  immigrant  popula- 
tion. Yet  instead  of  mobilizing  the  work- 
ing class  to  sweep  the  fascist  vermin 
from  the  streets,  in  late  January  the 
reformist  leaders  of  the  PDS  and  Rifon- 
dazione  Comunista  (RC — the  splitaway 
section  of  the  old  PCI)  sponsored,  along 
with  a number  of  Catholic  organizatipns. 
a parade  in  Milano  expressing  empty 
“solidarity"  with  immigrants.  Unde- 
terred by  such  pious  expressions  of 
"good  faith,"  hundreds  of  fascist  skin- 
heads demonstrated  in  Rome  behind 
a banner  reading  “No  to  a Multiracial 
Society,"  while  chanting  "Juden  raus!" 
and  "Immigrants  out  of  Italy!"  Mean- 
while, the  fascistic  Lombard  League, 
which  combines  xenophobic  attacks  on 
immigrants  with  calls  for  the  secession 
of  Northern  Italy,  won  over  25  percent 
of  the  vote  in  many  Northern  cities  and 
became  the  largest  party  in  Milano. 

If  today  these  assassins  in  the  service 
of  capital  are  thrown  against  the  weaker 
sections  of  the  proletariat,  tomorrow 
they  will  be  used  against  the  organized 
workers  movement.  And  indeed  the 
assault  on  union  gains  and  the  unions 
themselves  is  well  under  way  in  Italy. 
The  capitalists'  drive  to  eliminate  the 
continued  on  page  9 
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As  then-president  Cossiga  (left)  campaigned  for  “strong  state,"  fascists  demonstrated  in  his  support. 
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THE  CIA 

in 


COLD  WAR  ITALY 


How  the  Stalinists  Rescued 
the  Italian  Bourgeoisie 


The  April  parliamentary  elections  in 
Italy  raised  an  explosive  question  when 
the  role  of  then-president  Francesco 
Cossiga  in  "Operation  Gladio"  became 
a campaign  issue.  Gladio  was  the  code 
name  for  a secret  anti-Communist  army 
which  was  set  up  by  the  CIA  in  Italy  at 
the  height  of  the  Cold  War  and  then 
replicated  in  the  other  West  European 
NATO  countries  (as  well  as  supposedly 
“neutral”  countries  like  Switzerland). 
Ostensibly  a "stay  behind"  force  to  go 
underground  in  the  Pentagon's  fantasy 
of  a Soviet  invasion  of  West  Europe. 
Gladio  became  a nest  of  fascists  and 
coup  plotters  which  linked  the  top  lev- 
els of  the  state  to  ultrarightist  terrorist 
bombers  and  provocateurs. 

In  the  middle  of  the  recent  election 
campaign,  a parliamentary  commission 
declared  Gladio  an  illegal  “armed  band." 
leaving  its  organizers  subject  to  possible 
criminal  charges.  This  was  a frontal 
challenge  to  Cossiga.  who  had  declared 
that  if  the  leaders  of  Gladio  were  crim- 
inals. then  so  was  he.  And  so  he  was. 

Gladio  emerged  into  the  light  of  day 
in  the  fall  of  1990  when  a Venice  judge, 
investigating  a right-wing  bomb  attack 
almost  20  years  earlier,  discovered  that 
the  explosives  had  come  from  a secret 
NATO  arms  depot,  one  of  over  a hundred 
such  arsenals  scattered  around  the  coun- 
try as  part  of  the  CIA-financed  clandes- 
tine army.  Subsequently,  links  have  been 
revealed  between  Gladio,  Italian  military 
leaders,  military  intelligence  and  the  P2 
Masonic  lodge,  which  was  closely  linked 
to  the  CIA  and  the  Vatican  (for  instance, 
in  the  Banco  Ambrosiano  affair).  All 
have  been  tied  into  fascist  terrorist  activ- 
ities, in  particular  the  horrifying  bomb- 
ing of  the  Bologna  train  station  in  1980 
in  which  85  people  were  massacred.  This 
capped  the  so-called  “years  of  lead," 
when  shadowy  rightist  forces  followed 
a “strategy  of  tension"  to  destabilize  the 
country.  The  Republican  Party  senator 
heading  the  inquiry  into  the  massacres, 
Libero  Gualtieri.  declared: 

"Not  everything  that  occurred  in  the 
murky  years  of  our  recent  history  can  be 
ascribed  to  Gladio,  but  Gladio  was  a 
component  in  that  strategy  which  by 
planting  within  the  system  elements  of 
tension,  justified  the  chance  for  ‘stabilis- 
ing’ interventions.” 

— London  Guardian , 30  January 

The  revelations  over  Gladio  have 
given  the  bourgeois  press  a field  day 
in  spinning  “grand  conspiracy”  theories, 
linking  “occult”  forces  to  the  corridors 
of  power.  But  terrorism  by  Italian 
fascists  and  their  allies  in  the  state  is 
not  a conspiracy  by  some  “uncontrolled" 
or  "rogue”  elements.  When  Cossiga 
declared  last  January  that  every  head  of 
government  had  known  of  Gladio  and 
its  activities,  there  was  barely  a hint 
of  dissent  among  Italy's  rulers.  Presi- 
dent Cossiga  and  Prime  Minister  Giulio 
Andreotti  were  certainly  up  to  their 
necks  in  it.  Andreotti  was  defense  min- 
ister continuously  for  eleven  years  up  to 
the  mid-’60s.  followed  by  his  former 
subordinate  Cossiga.  During  this  time, 
members  of  Gladio  were  involved  in 
more  than  one  "golpe  bianco"  (white 
coup),  in  which  a section  of  the  existing 
state  apparatus  moves  to  clamp  down  on 
parliamentary  democracy,  in  order  to 
keep  the  left  out  of  governmental  power. 

During  the  first  “center-left"  cabinet 
(of  Christian  Democrats  and  Socialists) 
in  1964,  the  "Piano  Solo"  coup  was  set 
in  motion  by  General  De  Lorenzo  (for- 
mer head  of  SIFAR  military  intelligence, 
then  head  of  the  Carabinieri  paramilitary 
national  police),  who  went  on  to  become 
a parliamentary  deputy  for  the  fascist 
MSI.  In  1970,  following  the  student 
and  worker  unrest  of  Italy’s  1969 
"hot  autumn,"  the  fascist  Prince  Valerio 
Borghese  in  cooperation  with  General 
Miceli  (head  of  the  SID,  the  new  name 
for  military  intelligence)  launched  the 
“Rosa  dei  Venti"  coup  involving  fascist 
squadri  from  Ordine  Nuovo,  Avanguardia 
Nazionale  and  Fronte  Nazionale.  Both 
attempts  were  called  off  in  mysterious 
circumstances.  Among  those  arrested  in 


connection  with  the  Borghese  coup 
was  Gladio  member  Colonel  Amos 
Spiazzi,  who  was  also  involved  in 
the  Bologna  train  station  bombing. 

In  Italy,  where  there  have  been  no  less 
than  50  governments  since  1945,  there 
is  some  reality  in  talk  of  a "parallel 
government"  centered  on  the  permanent 
bureaucracy  with  the  military  apparatus 
in  the  background.  While  the  Christian 
Democrats  have  perennially  been  in 
office,  the  numerous  cabinets  reflect  the 
"weakness"  of  the  Italian  parliamentary 
system.  And  this,  in  turn,  reflects  the 
electoral  strength  of  the  Italian  Commu- 
nist Party  (PCI),  for  decades  the  largest 
CP  in  West  Europe  (with  up  to  a third 
of  the  vote),  which  Washington  was 
determined  to  keep  out  of  power  at  all 
costs.  When  Christian  Democratic  prime 
minister  Aldo  Moro  was  kidnapped  by 
the  Red  Brigades  in  1978,  Cossiga.  then 
interior  minister,  refused  to  negotiate 
Moro’s  release  and  let  him  be  shot.  There 
was  widespread  speculation  that  the  cold 
acquiescence  of  the  Christian  Demo- 
cratic leadership  in  Moro’s  death  was 
due  to  his  holding  out  the  possibility  of 
a "historic  compromise"  with  the  PCI. 

Thus  the  polemics  touched  off  by  the 
Gladio  affair  have  gone  beyond  the  usual 
sordid  skulduggery  of  bourgeois  elec- 


toral politics,  raising  the  question  of 
how  the  capitalist  order  was  recon- 
structed in  Cold  War  Italy.  In  the  giant 
class  battles  that  exploded  at  the  close 
of  World  War  II,  as  in  the  upsurges 
which  have  shaken  Italy  since,  the  pro- 
letariat was  not  decisively  crushed  in 
battle  (see  “Resistance  and  Betrayal: 
Italy  1943-45,”  WV  No.  525,  26  April 
1991).  The  bourgeoisie  has  been  able  to 
hold  on  to  power  only  because  the  Sta- 
linist leadership  of  the  working  class  has 
repeatedly  headed  off  socialist  revolu- 
tion. What  resulted  was  an  unresolved 
class  confrontation,  in  which  "order"  is 
enforced  by  a state  bureaucracy  inher- 
ited virtually  intact  from  the  fascist 
regime.  With  the  collapse  of  Stalinism 
in  East  Europe  and  the  crisis  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  this  unstable  equilibrium 
has  come  unstuck. 

With  the  decline  of  the  PCI — and  then 
its  split  into  the  social-democratic 
PDS  (Party  of  the  Democratic  Left)  and 
the  neo-Stalinist  Rifondazione  Comu- 
nista — voices  were  heard,  among  them 
that  of  Cossiga.  calling  for  curbing  the 
"partocracy"  of  parliament  and  institut- 
ing a “strong  state."  Simultaneously,  the 
Christian  Democrats  could  begin  to  frac- 
ture. having  lost  their  raison  d’etre  as 
the  anti-Communist  bulwark.  So  during 


the  election  campaign  you  had  the 
spectacle  of  the  head  of  state.  President 
Cossiga.  making  common  cause  with  the 
fascists  against  his  own  party.  In  Jan- 
uary, thousands  of  supporters  of  the 
MSI  marched  in  Milano,  declaring 
themselves  “With  Cossiga.  Against  the 
Parties.”  When  greetings  from  Cossiga 
calling  for  a “moral  revolution"  were 
read  to  the  crowd,  the  assembled  vermin 
chanted  “Italy!  Italy!"  and  gave  the  stiff- 
arm  “Roman  (fascist)  salute.” 

Cossiga  also  brought  up  the  parlia- 
mentary elections  of  April  1948,  re- 
calling how  he  and  other  Christian 
Democrats  had  been  "armed  to  the  teeth," 
supposedly  to  put  down  a "red  coup"  (or 
more  accurately,  to  stop  a PCI  electoral 
victory).  According  to  this  aging  Rambo, 
who  said  he  was  proud  to  be  called  "an 
old  coup  plotter,”  his  own  armament  con- 
sisted of  "hand  grenades,  machine  gun 
and  munition  belt"  ( La  Repubblica , 14 
January).  PDS  leader  Achille  Ochetto 
hastily  denied  that  the  Italian  Commu- 
nists had  maintained  a “red  army"  after 
World  War  II  and  lamely  took  Cossiga 
to  task  for  "opening  a deep  wound  in 
the  civil  and  moral  unity  of  this  country"! 
Behind  this  "histoilcal"  debate  is  the 
betrayal  by  the  Stalinist  leaders  who,  in 
the  name  of  the  popular  front  with  the 
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bourgeoisie,  derailed  repeated  revolu- 
tionary upsurges  of  the  proletariat. 

1945-47:  “Containing”  the 
Postwar  Revolutionary  Wave 

It  was  around  the  election  of  April 
1948,  when  massive  CIA  intervention 
defeated  the  PCI  and  handed  victory  to 
the  Christian  Democratic  regime,  that 
the  postwar  bourgeois  regime  in  Italy 
was  consolidated.  The  bourgeoisie  had 
been  thoroughly  discredited  by  two  dec- 
ades of  fascist  rule  and  shaken  by  the 
gigantic  working-class  upsurge  at  the 
close  of  World  War  II.  The  defeat  of 
the  PCI-led  “Democratic  Popular  Front" 
in  '48  broke  this  wave  of  working-class 
struggle.  The  election  campaign  also 
marked  a key  moment  in  the  impe- 
rialists’ Cold  War  drive  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  U.S.  imperialism  inter- 
vened massively  in  the  Italian  elections 
to  head  off  a "Communist"  victory.  Fas- 
cist bands  were  recruited  and  unleashed 
on  PCI  candidates  and  militants,  mam- 
moth sums  were  poured  into  support 
for  the  Christian  Democrats,  and  Amer- 
ican labor  bureaucrats  were  mobilized 
in  what  was  presented  as  an  apocalyp- 
tic struggle  between  "democracy”  and 
“Communist  totalitarianism." 

The  Italian  working  class  showed  a 
remarkable  fighting  spirit,  from  the  mas- 
sive strikes  of  1943  in  the  face  of  fascist 
repression  to  the  tremendous  revolu- 
tionary explosion  of  June  1945,  when 
the  armed  workers  rose  up  and  drove  the 
Nazis  from  Northern  Italy.  Once  the 
workers  had  strung  up  Mussolini,  only 
one  obstacle  stood  in  the  road  of  a social- 
ist revolution.  That  was  the  Stalinist 
leadership,  who  handed  back  to  the 
bourgeoisie  the  power  which  the  workers 
valiantly  seized  in  June  1945.  As  min- 
isters of  the  capitalist  government,  the 
PCI  drove  the  workers  to  increase  pro- 
ductivity. sabotaged  strikes  and  helped 
reintegrate  the  cadres  of  //  Duce' s fascist 
order  into  positions  of  power.  The  pop- 
ular front,  a class-collaborationist  alli- 
ance of  the  working-class  leaders  with 
the  class  enemy,  has  spelled  defeat  for 
workers  revolution  from  China  in  1927 
to  Spain  in  the  1930s  and  Chile  in  the 
early  1970s,  as  well  as  in  Europe  at  the 
close  of  World  War  II. 

Although  the  revolutionary  upsurge  of 
1945  had  been  checked,  the  powerful 
Italian  proletariat  was  not  defeated  in 
struggle.  Over  the  next  three  years  the 
workers  launched  gigantic  strike  waves 
and  bravely  stood  up  to  murderous 
police  repression.  But  through  the  tri- 
partite government  with  the  Christian 
Democrats  under  Alcide  De  Gasperi  and 
Pietro  Nenni’s  Socialists  (PS1),  the 
Stalinists  were  the  linchpin  in  the  re- 
establishment of  the  bourgeois  state.  As 
minister  of  justice,  PCI  leader  Palmiro 
Togliatti  issued  an  amnesty  law  under 
which  all  fascists  were  exonerated  of 
their  crimes  except  those  guilty  of  "par- 
ticularly brutal  tortures.”  Naturally  the 
judges,  virtually  all  holdovers  from  Mus- 
solini’s regime,  interpreted  this  to  mean 
that  the  butchers  should  go  free.  The  offi- 
cial “purge"  of  fascists  in  Italy  was  less 
extensive  than  even  that  carried  out  by 
the  victorious  Allies  in  Germany. 

In  June  1946,  the  voters  rejected 
the  monarchy  and  elected  a Constituent 
Assembly  to  work  out  a constitution 
which  the  Stalinists  portray  as  a great 
“democratic”  gain.  According  to  Togli- 
atti, the  constitution  "establishes  some 
fundamental  principles  which... point  to 
a path  of  development  in  the  direc- 
tion of  socialism”  ( Le  Parti  communiste 
italien  [1961]).  Yet  under  this  constitu- 
tion, fascist  laws  continued  to  func- 
tion, such  as  the  Public  Security  Law 
of  1931,  while  the  ban  on  fascist  par- 
ties was  ignored.  Meanwhile,  powerful 
state  holding  companies  such  as  the 
Institute  for  Industrial  Reconstruction 
(IRI),  which  administered  fascist  state- 
controlled  industry,  were  maintained,  as 
was  the  General  Confederation  of  Italian 
Industry  (Confindustria),  the  employers’ 
association  assuring  capitalists  represen- 


tation in  Mussolini’s  corporatist  state. 
Also  preserved  were  the  giant  monopo- 
lies built  up  under  Mussolini  by  reac- 
tionary industrialists  like  Agnelli.  Pirelli 
and  others. 

The  most  important  bastion  of  the  fas- 
cist regime  to  be  integrated  into  the  new 
“democratic”  order  was  the  Catholic 
church.  The  Stalinists  combined  with  the 
Christian  Democrats  to  provide  the  votes 
to  approve  Article  7,  which  included 
the  1929  Lateran  Pacts,  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. These  accords  between  Mussolini 
and  the  Vatican  made  Catholicism  the 
state  religion  and  accorded  vast  privi- 
leges to  the  Vatican.  The  Stalinists  thus 
renounced  the  elementary  democratic 
demand  of  separation  of  church  and 
state,  and  bolstered  the  very  forces  which 
would  be  in  the  vanguard  of  anti- 
Communist  reaction.  In  the  first  years 
of  the  reconstructed  bourgeois  order, 
local  prefects  threw  out  scores  of  elected 
mayors  for  such  "offenses"  as  refusing 
to  kiss  the  bishop’s  ring. 

While  pretending  that  postwar  Italy 
was  a “democratic  republic  of  the  work- 
ing people,"  the  Stalinist  ministers 
agreed  to  a wage  freeze  (in  return  for 
illusory  price  controls)  and  worked  over- 
time to  get  strikes  called  off,  such  as  the 
general  strikes  in  Torino  and  Milano  in 
the  summer  of  1946  when  armed  work- 
ers seized  many  plants.  The  Stalinists 
stayed  at  their  ministerial  posts  as  police 
shot  down  workers  protesting  layoffs  in 
the  southern  city  of  Andria  in  March 
1946,  where  12  workers  fell  under  the 
police  fusillade,  and  in  Rome  in  October 
where  two  workers  were  gunned  down. 
In  exchange  for  the  PCI’s  services  ren- 
dered. in  May  1947,  Prime  Minister  De 
Gasperi,  following  the  dictates  of  Wash- 
ington, threw  the  PCI  and  PSI  out  of  the 
government.  Togliatti  could  only  make 
plaintive  appeals  to  return  to  tripartismo: 

“We  said  to  them  ‘let  us  collaborate’.. .. 
But  the  workers  did  more.  They  mod- 
erated their  movement,  they  curbed 
it,  they  kept  it  within  the  necessary 
bounds  so  as  to  not  hinder  the  task  of 
reconstruction." 

— Liliana  Lanzardo.  Classc 
operaia  e Partito  comunista 
alia  Fiat:  La  strategia  della 
collaborazione:  1945-1949 
(1971) 

The  workers  were  not  as  sanguine  as 
their  Stalinist  leaders  about  enduring  the 


skyrocketing  unemployment  and  food 
shortages  caused  by  the  brutal  austerity 
program  introduced  by  De  Gasperi  under 
Washington’s  tutelage.  By  the  fall  of 
1947,  a proletarian  upsurge  was  con- 
vulsing Italy  as  the  workers  occupied 
the  plants  and  demanded  workers  con- 
trol of  hiring,  firing  and  production. 
More  than  2,000,000  workers  downed 
their  tools,  agricultural  laborers  seized 
the  latifundia.  As  De  Gasperi  mobilized 
the  troops  and  army  tanks,  squads  of 
armed  workers  repeatedly  attacked  the 
fascists,  stormed  prefectures  and  ran- 
sacked the  offices  of  the  ruling  Christian 
Democratic  party.  The  social  ferment 
spread  to  the  army,  as  the  lengthening 
of  military  service  provoked  spontane- 
ous protests.  The  American  Trotskyists’ 
Militant  (23  February  1948)  reported: 
"At  Milan  almost  the  entire  garrison  sud- 
denly left  the  barracks,  surrounded  the 
prefecture  and  demanded  their  immedi- 
ate release." 

Once  again  the  laboring  masses  surged 
toward  power.  The  ease  with  which  the 
working  class  could  have  taken  over  if 
the  Stalinists  did  not  stand  in  their  way 
was  shown  in  November  1947  when  the 
workers  of  Milano,  reacting  to  the  revo- 
cation of  a leftist  prefect  put  in  office 
by  the  partisans,  occupied  the  factories, 
took  over  the  telephone  exchange  and 
the  local  prefecture.  A "Citizens  Com- 
mittee” took  over  the  administration  and 
ran  Milano  for  a full  day  while  the  work- 
ers responded  to  its  call  for  a general 
strike.  The  police  showed  their  sympathy 
with  the  workers,  and  the  army  refused 
to  move  in.  Only  when  the  Stalinists 
heading  the  committee  agreed  to  relin- 
quish power  could  De  Gasperi 's  political 
machine  again  assume  office. 

A proletarian  seizure  of  power  in  Italy 
could  have  been  the  spark  igniting  a rev- 
olutionary conflagration  across  Europe, 
as  workers  were  forced  to  pay  for  the 
breakdown  of  the  capitalist  economy  and 
the  destruction  brought  about  by  the  war. 
The  strike  wave  in  Italy  was  mirrored  in 
France  where  in  November  1947  a colos- 
sal struggle  by  dockers,  miners,  auto  and 
other  workers  toppled  the  government. 
In  neighboring  Greece,  Communist-led 
partisans,  abandoned  by  Stalin,  were 
waging  a heroic  civil  war  against  the 
U.S. -backed  right-wing  regime.  Yet  the 
Italian  proletariat  was  betrayed  by  its 


Stalinist  leaders  on  the  altar  of  "peaceful 
coexistence"  between  the  Kremlin  and 
imperialism.  At  Yalta.  Stalin  had  agreed 
with  Churchill  and  Roosevelt  on  a divi- 
sion of  Europe  into  "spheres  of  influ- 
ence." The  CPs  in  the  capitalist  countries 
were  expected  to  head  off  revolutionary 
struggle,  which  they  did. 

Stalin  moved  his  pawns  at  the  head 
of  the  PCI  with  the  aim  of  increasing 
his  bargaining  power  with  Wall  Street, 
permitting  them  to  speak  radically 
enough  to  maintain  themselves  at  the 
head  of  the  popular  movement,  while 
seeking  to  restrain  the  workers.  In  the 
fall  of  1947,  Togliatti  reviewed  a parade 
of  30,000  armed  partisans.  Thousands  of 
PCI-led  workers  remained  armed  or  had 
reacquired  arms  despite  the  disarming 
of  the  Resistance  at  the  hands  of  the 
Stalinist  leaders.  No  doubt  many  were 
waiting  anxiously  for  the  day  when 
they  would  settle  accounts  with  their 
oppressors.  But  Togliatti’s  real  effort, 
as  he  explained  in  circulars  to  the 
local  PCI  federations,  was  to  rid  the 
party  of  the  supposed  "extremism"  and 
"outdated  methods"  which  were  “left 
over  from  the  period  of  the  civil  war” 
(quoted  in  Giorgio  Bocca,  Palmiro 
Togliatti  [1977]). 

There  is  an  enduring  myth  among  Ital- 
ian leftists  that  the  “left”  wing  of  the 
PCI,  with  its  criticisms  of  overreliance 
on  "parliamentary  struggle,"  represented 
an  alternative  to  Togliatti’s  reformist 
line.  However,  the  "left"  wing  of  the  PCI 
leadership  was  as  tightly  locked  into  the 
Stalinist  program  of  popular  fronts  and 
“peaceful  coexistence"  as  Togliatti.  After 
De  Gasperi  booted  the  PCI  out  of  the 
government,  and  the  latter  pathetically 
requested  its  reintegration,  Pietro  Sec- 
chia,  the  most  prominent  spokesman  for 
the  "left,”  declared: 

“Basically  Togliatti's  reaction  was  the 
correct  one....  A general  strike  to  the 
bitter  end,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
have  certainly  paralyzed  the  country.  But 
then  what  political  outcome,  given  the 
overall  Italian  and  international  frame- 
work, could  we  have  provided  for  the 
country?" 

— quoted  in  Antonio  Gambino, 
Storia  del  dopoguerra  (1978) 

“The  Company”  Buys 
the  1948  Elections 

While  U.S.  rulers  were  demobiliz- 
ing their  huge  army  (slashed  from  over 
12  million  in  1945  to  1.5  million  two 
years  later),  despite  the  Stalinists’  stran- 
gling of  revolution  at  the  end  of  the  war 
the  White  House  and  Pentagon  were  still 
anxious  about  the  possibility  of  a Com- 
munist takeover  in  West  Europe.  In  the 
spring  of  1948,  Washington  pulled  out 
all  the  stops  to  cajole  and  intimidate 
Italian  voters  to  ensure  a PCI  electoral 
defeat.  It  was  the  first  major  cam- 
paign of  the  newly  formed  CIA.  and  it 
served  as  the  model  for  subsequent 
covert  operations,  such  as  the  interven- 
tion in  Allende’s  Chile  in  the  early 
1970s.  Testifying  before  the  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  Intelligence  in 
December  1975  on  the  U.S.  efforts  to 
overthrow  Allende,  Clark  Clifford,  the 
former  legal  counsel  to  President  Tru- 
man, former  head  of  the  President's 
continued  on  page  8 
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Government  of  class  collaboration:  PCI  leader  Togliatti  (right)  and  Socialist 
Nenni  (left)  with  Christian  Democratic  prime  minister  De  Gasperi  (second  from 
right). 
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CIA  in  Italy... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

Foreign  Intelligence  Advisory  Board  and 
former  Secretary  of  Defense,  said: 

"In  the  spring  of  1948  there  was  an  enor- 
mously important  election  in  Italy.  The 
Communists  were  very  prominent.  It 
looked  as  though  they  were  going  to  win. 
If  Italy  had  gone  Communist,  at  that 
time,  the  Mediterranean  could  have  very 
well  gone  Communist,  and  the  impact 
on  France  and  Belgium  and  other  coun- 
tries in  Europe  would  have  been  very 
profound. 

"The  United  States  saw  fit  to  conduct  a 
covert  operation  in  Italy.  Had  they  done 
so  openly,  it  not  only  would  have  been 
counterproductive,  but  I think  it  would 
have  assured  a Communist  victory." 

The  Agency  subsequently  admitted 
having  funneled  $1  million  to  anti- 
communist parties  in  the  1948  Italian 
elections,  a sum  described  by  William 
Blum  ( The  CIA  A Forgotten  History 
[1986])  as  “a  king’s  ransom  in  Italy 
1948."  Other  sources  say:  "About  $10 
million  was  apparently  taken  in  the 
greatest  secrecy  from  the  economic  sta- 
bilization fund  and  used  to  pay  for  lo- 
cal election  campaigns,  anti-communist 
propaganda  and  bribes"  ( Historical 
Journal,  Vol.  24,  1981 ).  Another  account 
reports:  “$  1 0 million  in  cash  was  with- 
drawn from  the  Economic  Stabilization 
Fund,  after  which  it  was  laundered 
through  individual  bank  accounts  whose 
owners  in  turn  'donated’  the  funds  to 
a variety  of  front  organizations  which 
either  bought  Italian  lira  or  transmitted 
the  funds  directly  to  the  CIA’s  secret 
assets  and  front  organizations  in  Italy” 
(William  Corson.  The  Armies  of  Igno- 
rance: The  Rise  of  the  American  Intelli- 
gence Empire  [1977]). 

Not  just  money  was  involved.  Tru- 
man’s defense  secretary  James  Forrestal 
"arranged  for  the  transfer  of  arms  stocks 
from  U.S.  storehouses  in  Germany  to 
reliable  Italian  supporters,  many  hard- 
core Mussolini  veterans"  (Burton  Hersh, 
The  Old  Boys:  The  American  Elite  and 
the  Origins  of  the  CIA  [ 1992)).  The  CIA’s 
James  Jesus  Angleton  had  returned  from 
Italy  in  1947,  where  he  had  been  in  close 
touch  with  the  Vatican.  The  CIA  and  the 
Holy  See  recruited  an  anti-Communist 
"underground"  of  hundreds  of  goons 
used  for  beating  up  PCI  candidates, 
breaking  up  political  meetings  and  intim- 
idating voters.  These  were  the  prototype 
for  similar  fascist  gangs  set  up  by  the 
CIA  throughout  Europe  over  the  next 
decade.  Meanwhile,  the  CIA  and  the  Vat- 
ican were  already  working  hand  in  hand 
running  the  “rat  line"  through  which 
Nazi  war  criminals  like  Klaus  Barbie  and 
Croatian  Ustashi  butchers  were  spirited 
out  of  Europe. 

The  Vatican’s  anti-Communist  crusade 
was  the  most  open  and  brazen  politi- 
cal intervention  in  the  modem  history  of 
the  Catholic  church.  Catholic  Action,  the 
powerful  secular  arm  of  the  church,  was 
mobilized  into  a huge  election  machine 
for  Christian  Democratic  candidates. 
Having  built  up  a grassroots  base  under 
Mussolini,  organizing  students  in  support 
of  the  fascist  order  and  recruiting  work- 
ers for  Mussolini’s  corporatist  "unions,” 
the  arch-reactionary  Catholic  Action 
became,  in  postwar  Italy,  the  backbone 
of  the  Christian  Democratic  party. 

The  State  Department  combined  prom- 
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ises  and  outright  bribes  with  the  most 
dire  threats  against  the  Italian  people  if 
they  exercised  their  democratic  rights  by 
voting  for  PCI  candidates.  After  having 
starved  Italy  under  military  occupation, 
the  U.S.  now  poured  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  into  Italy  under  the  Mar- 
shall Plan.  This  "aid"  plan  was  designed 
to  reinforce  reaction  in  Europe,  stave  off 
socialist  revolution  and  mobilize  support 
for  Washington’s  war  drive  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  State  Department  in- 
solently announced  that  if  the  PCI  won 
the  elections,  the  shipments  of  food  and 
economic  aid  to  Italy  would  be  cut  off. 

American  trade-union  bureaucrats  en- 
listed in  the  State  Department  campaign 
to  defeat  the  PCI  and  split  the  Italian 
CGIL  trade-union  federation.  In  1947, 
AFL  representative  Irving  Brown  (later 
a paymaster  of  Polish  Solidamosc)  used 
CIA  money  to  split  the  French  General 
Labor  Confederation  (CGT)  and  bolster 
unions  in  Greece  which  supported  the 
blood-drenched  dictatorship.  The  "pro- 
gressive" bureaucrats  of  the  CIO  also 
signed  on  for  the  drive  to  “defeat  Com- 
munism" in  Italy.  As  in  Italy,  the  Cold 
War  witchhunt  in  the  U.S.  labor  move- 
ment brought  together  social  democrats 
and  the  Association  of  Catholic  Trade 
Unionists  in  a drive  to  expel  or  split 
CP-led  unions.  CIO  secretary-treasurer 
James  Carey  later  explained:  "In  the  last 


War  we  joined  with  the  Communists  to 
fight  the  Fascists;  in  another  war  we  will 
join  the  Fascists  to  defeat  the  Commu- 
nists" (quoted  in  Richard  Boyer  and 
Herbert  Morais,  Labor's  Untold  Story 
[1955]). 

A key  instrument  of  Washington’s 
Cold  War  assault  on  the  Italian  workers 
movement  was  the  bureaucracy  of  the 
ILGWU.  Luigi  Antonini,  head  of  the 
ILGWU’s  Italian-language  locals  in  New 
York  City,  formed  the  Italian-American 
Labor  Council  (IALC),  which  was  a key 
conduit  for  U.S.  government  funds  to 
anti-Communists  in  the  Italian  workers 
movement.  Antonini  and  the  ILGWU 
had  helped  finance,  at  the  end  of  1947, 
the  U.S.  government-sponsored  assault 
on  the  PSI,  splitting  off  the  Socialist 
Party  of  Italian  Workers  (PSLI),  headed 
by  Giuseppi  Saragat,  in  an  attempt  to 
give  De  Gasperi’s  government  a sem- 
blance of  working-class  support.  During 
the  ’48  election  campaign,  Antonini’s 
IALC  poured  vast  sums  of  State  Depart- 
ment funds  into  the  campaign  chest  of 
the  PSLI. 

A massive  letter-writing  campaign 
was  launched  by  the  main  Italian- 
language  paper  in  the  U.S.,  II  Progresso, 
whose  publisher  Generoso  Pope  was  a 
Democratic  Party  bigwig  and  former  fan 
of  Mussolini.  Millions  of  sample  letters 
warning  of  the  dire  consequences  of 
a PCI  victory  were  produced  by  the 
Catholic  church,  the  American  Legion 
and  many  businesses;  they  were  dis- 
patched by  Italian  Americans  to  their 
relatives  on  special  U.S.  Post  Office 
"freedom  flights."  Washington  lined  up 
stars  like  Bing  Crosby  and  Dinah  Shore 
to  broadcast  to  Italy  along  with  East 


European  exiles  recounting  horror  sto- 
ries of  life  behind  the  “Iron  Curtain." 
Hollywood  turned  out  extra  copies  of  the 
film  Ninotchka,  its  famous  anti-Soviet 
satire,  which  was  shown  in  working- 
class  areas  throughout  Italy. 

Massive  intervention  by  the  CIA  and 
the  U.S.  government  resulted  in  a stun- 
ning victory  for  the  Christian  Democrats, 
who  won  an  absolute  majority  in  parlia- 
ment and  garnered  48.5  percent  of  the 
total  vote  (after  polling  36  percent  two 
years  previously).  The  Christian  Demo- 
crats emerged  from  the  elections  the 
major  party  in  Italy,  a position  they  have 
continued  to  hold  since.  The  popular- 
front  coalition  was  humiliated,  polling 
only  3 1 percent  (compared  to  40  percent 
in  1946).  Most  of  the  decline  was  due 
to  the  split  and  electoral  collapse  of 
the  Socialists,  but  this  provided  scant 
consolation  to  the  PCI  leadership.  The 
Stalinists  had  proved  unable  to  increase 
their  vote  despite  two  years  of  mass  star- 
vation. social  crisis  and  class  struggle. 

Attempted  Murder  of  Togliatti: 
Workers’  Anger  Explodes 

The  PCI  leadership  had  been  so  con- 
fident of  victory  that  the  PCI  daily 
TUnitd  joyously  announced,  on  the  basis 
of  the  first  returns,  a "powerful  affirma- 
tion of  the  Front  throughout  the  country." 
At  the  news  of  the  electoral  defeat,  a 


wave  of  shock  and  dismay  broke  over 
the  PCI  leadership,  as  described  by  a 
member  of  the  national  leadership: 

"When,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  the 
first  results  arrived,  there  was  very  great 
demoralization....  No  indication  had 
been  given  in  the  event  of  a defeat.  So 
many  comrades  were  disoriented  and 
didn’t  know  whether  to  stay  at  home  or 
hide  at  friends’  houses  while  waiting  for 
the  situation  to  develop." 

— quoted  in  Liliana  Lanzardo, 
Classe  operaia  e Parti  to 
comunista  alia  Fiat 

A PCI  factory  committee  leader  at  Fiat 
described  how  masses  of  workers,  upon 
learning  of  the  electoral  returns,  sponta- 
neously demonstrated  before  the  offices 
of  their  trade  union — but  their  leaders 
refused  to  meet  with  them:  “Thousands 
of  workers,  in  large  part  from  all  the  Fiat 
sections,  protested  the  fact  that  power 
had  not  been  taken  by  force  rather  than 
promising  to  take  it  through  elections." 

Three  months  later,  the  workers'  anger 
and  frustration  exploded  on  July  14  in 
a massive  general  strike  at  the  news  of 
an  assassination  attempt  on  PCI  leader 
Togliatti.  PCI  and  union  leaders  totally 
lost  control  of  the  mass  movement, 
as  workers — within  minutes  of  hearing 
the  announcement  on  the  radio — spon- 
taneously downed  tools,  occupied  the 
factories  and  turned  out  in  massive  dem- 
onstrations in  virtually  every  city  of  the 
industrial  North.  The  country  was  para- 
lyzed as  armed  workers  blocked  the 
roads,  sabotaged  rail  lines  and  occupied 
many  government  buildings.  In  Tuscany, 
they  stormed  a telephone  relay  station, 
cutting  communications  between  Rome 
and  the  North.  Groups  of  ex-partisans  in 
the  army,  air  force  and  even  the  Carabi- 


nieri contacted  the  PCI,  asking  for  the 
order  to  mutiny  and  announcing:  "We 
are  ready.  The  arms  are  ready"  (Giorgio 
Bocca,  Palmiro  Togliatti  [1977]). 

At  the  giant  Fiat  Mirafiori  complex  in 
Torino,  workers  held  the  director  of  the 
company  in  his  office.  In  Genova,  work- 
ers and  ex-parlisans  disarmed  soldiers 
and  police,  captured  a column  of  five 
armored  cars,  set  up  automatic  weap- 
ons on  key  bridges  and  avenues,  and 
besieged  the  barracks  of  the  Treasury 
Guards.  The  CGIL  union  leaders  desper- 
ately tried  to  get  control  of  the  movement 
by  issuing  a call  for  an  unlimited  general 
strike  to  start  at  midnight  July  15 — after 
the  workers  had  already  shut  down 
the  country  since  noon  on  the  14th! 
While  red  flags  waved  above  occupied 
factories  across  the  Northern  industrial 
belt,  the  words  on  millions  of  lips  were 
“ Via  il  governo  degli  assassini /”  (Down 
with  the  government  of  the  assassins!). 
The  Stalinists'  response  was  to  call  a 
general  strike  as  simply  a reformist  “pro- 
test." calling  on  the  government  to  resign 
in  favor  of  a government  of  "internal 
peace." 

"The  general  strike,"  exulted  Secchia, 
“was  the  most  imposing,  the  most 
spontaneous,  the  most  powerful  in  the 
history  of  the  workers’  movement" 
(Pietro  Secchia,  La  resistenza  accuse 
1945-1973  [1974]).  However,  the  Stalin- 
ists embraced  the  workers  struggle  in 
order  to  stab  it  in  the  back.  As  organi- 
zational secretary,  Secchia  dispatched 
PCI  cadres  across  Northern  Italy  to  "take 
the  movement  in  hand  and  prevent 
uncontrolled  initiatives  or  spontaneous 
tumult  from. ..creating  dangerous  situa- 
tions" (Fondazione  Giangiacomo  Feltri- 
nelli,  Archivio  Pietro  Secchia  [1979]). 
Secchia  later  pontificated  that  anyone 
who  thought  revolution  was  possible 
"shows  he  doesn’t  know  either  the  inter- 
national or  the  domestic  situation  at  the 
time."  Luigi  Longo,  another  prominent 
“left"  PCI  leader,  cried  frantically: 
"Another  step  and  we  would  have  fallen 
into  open  illegality"! 

Walter  Tobagi.  in  his  book  on  the 
assassination  attempt  on  Togliatti  and  the 
popular  reaction  that  followed.  La  rivo- 
luzione  impossible  ( 1978),  declared  that 
"A  revolution  in  these  conditions  was 
impossible  and  unthinkable,"  noting  that 
the  South  did  not  rise  and  citing  the 
attitude  of  the  PCI  tops.  Yet  the  Sta- 
linist leaders  did  everything  to  prevent 
revolutionary  struggle.  This  was  no 
isolated  Paris  Commune.  Key  centers 
across  the  North,  the  entire  industrial 
heartland,  were  in  the  workers’  hands, 
and  there  were  numerous  actions  in 
the  "red  belt"  of  the  center  (Tuscany. 
Emiglia-Romana)  and  in  Naples.  A 
revolutionary  leadership  would  have 
launched  a general  strike  to  drive  out  the 
“government  of  the  assassins”  and  called 
for  a workers  government,  establishing 
dual  power  in  the  large  areas  under  its 
control  and  seeking  to  extend  the  move- 
ment to  the  rest  of  Italy. 

The  international  context  must  be 
taken  into  account  here  as  well.  The 
attempted  assassination  of  Togliatti 
came  barely  two  weeks  after  Stalin’s 
Cominform  excommunicated  Tito’s 
Yugoslavia,  producing  great  commotion 
in  the  Stalinist  parties.  From  the  outset, 
Stalin  had  opposed  revolution  on  either 
side  of  the  Adriatic.  Not  only  did  the 
two  countries  share  a common  border, 
but  in  the  “Free  Territory  of  Trieste"  the 
Italian  and  Yugoslav  CPs  had  close  con- 
tact. During  1942-44,  the  PCI  organ  La 
Nostra  Lotta  saw  the  Yugoslavs  (who 
helped  them  set  up  the  resistance)  as 
"older  brothers  who  have  shown  us  the 
way... to  victory  over  the  Nazi  occupiers 
and  fascist  traitors"  (quoted  in  Eric  Ter- 
zuolo.  Red  Adriatic : The  Communist 
Parties  of  Italy  and  Yugoslavia  11985]). 

Had  an  insurrectionary  situation  or 
dual  power  arisen  in  Italy,  a link-up  with 
Yugoslavia  could  have  had  explosive 
consequences.  Yet  the  leaders  on  both 
sides  were  Stalinist  nationalists.  Rather 
than  pursuing  an  internationalist  revo- 
lutionary policy  Tito  pressed  territo- 
rial claims  for  Trieste,  while  PCI  "hard" 


Wide  World 


Cop  assault  on  Communist  workers  protesting  a meeting  of  fascist  MSI  in 
Rome  during  1948  elections. 


8 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Fascist  goons 
attack  immigrant 
youth  in  Italy. 
Workers  must 
mobilize  to  sweep 
fascists  from 
the  streets! 


Italy... 

(continued  from  page  5) 
scala  mobile  is  the  cutting  edge  of  a drive 
to  slash  real  wages  by  at  least  20  percent 
and  throw  the  working  class  back  40 
years.  Unrelenting  attacks  by  the  bosses 
have  cut  back  the  “sliding  scale"  so  that 
today  it  covers  barely  25  percent  of 
inflation. 

The  battle  over  the  scala  mobile  isn’t 
a simple  trade-union  fight,  but  a political 
battle.  And  the  biggest  obstacle  is  the 
reformist  leadership  of  the  ex-PCI  (now 
split  between  PDS  and  RC).  In  1984. 
when  over  a million  demonstrators  in 
the  streets  of  Rome  demanded  a general 
strike  in  defense  of  the  sliding  scale, 
the  PCI  general  secretary  of  the  CGIL 
union  federation,  Luciano  Lama,  knifed 
the  workers’  mobilization.  Last  Decem- 
ber the  CGIL  union  tops,  joined  by 
the  smaller  CISL  and  UIL  federations, 
signed  an  agreement  suspending  the 
scala  mobile  and  agreeing  to  "renego- 
tiate" the  question  this  month.  But  the 
powerful  Confindustria  flatly  declared 
that  it  considered  the  sliding  scale  of 
wages  system  dead. 

Italy's  European  partners  and  a sub- 
stantial part  of  the  Italian  bourgeoisie 
from  Agnelli  on  down  are  also  demand- 
ing extensive  privatization  of  the  enor- 
mous state  sector,  which  accounts  for  41 
percent  of  all  economic  activity.  State- 
owned  industry  was  carried  over  from 
Mussolini’s  fascist  regime  when  the 
bourgeois  order  was  reconstructed  fol- 
lowing World  War  II.  The  government- 
controlled  holding  companies  IRI  (in- 
dustry) and  ENI  (energy)  were  simply 
left  intact.  The  Stalinists  hailed  this 
as  a move  toward  “socialism";  the 
"left”  Christian  Democrats  viewed  their 
direct  control  of  industry  as  a means 
of  building  up  a (previously  nonexis- 
tent) party  apparatus  to  counter  Com- 
munist influence  in  the  working  class 
in  the  near  civil  war  conditions  of 
the  late  '40s.  Later  it  became  a huge 
patronage  cow. 

Much  of  the  state-owned  sector  is 
“loss-making,"  particularly  the  banks, 
surviving  only  because  of  massive  state 
subsidies.  In  Italy's  South,  the  Mezzo- 
giorno,  state  investment  was  posed  as  a 
development  strategy.  "Since  the  1960s, 
particularly  after  the  first  oil  crisis  of 
the  '70s,  this  concentrated  power  was 
consciously  used  for  job  creation,"  noted 
the  Frankfurter  Allgemeine  Zeitung  (2 
August  1991).  “Yet  in  many  branches — 
such  as  food  processing,  steel,  shipbuild- 
ing, chemicals,  electronics — they  are 
market  leaders.”  While  the  bourgeoisie 
has  no  intention  of  paying  taxes,  it  is 


quite  willing  to  help  reduce  the  budget 
deficit  by  buying  up  at  bargain  prices 
state  industries  which  can  turn  a profit. 
This  could  aid  Italian  capital  in  the 
race  to  compete  in  a German-dominated 
European  Monetary  Union:  of  the  seven 
largest  companies  in  Europe,  three  are 
Italian  (IRI,  Fiat  and  ENI),  but  two  of 
those  are  state-owned. 

Widespread  privatization  of  state 
industry  would  mean  brutal  attacks  on 
working  conditions  and  massive  lay- 
offs— added  to  the  current  unemploy- 
ment. which  is  officially  more  than  10 
percent.  It  is  vital  that  the  Italian  prole- 
tariat launch  a counteroffensive  against 
the  onslaught  being  prepared  by  the 
bourgeoisie.  Workers’  struggles  have 
taken  place  this  spring  throughout  the 
industrial  belt  of  Northern  Italy  against 
layoffs  and  other  attacks.  However,  sim- 
ple trade-union  struggle  is  insufficient 
to  counter  the  bosses  'political  offensive, 
centered  on  the  threatening  moves  to 
institute  a strong  executive  power  as  it 
seeks  to  drive  down  workers’  living 
standards  and  cut  government  services. 

Mobilize  the  Workers  to 
Smash  Bonapartist  Threat! 

A front-page  article  in  La  Repubblica 
(14  June)  recalled  "the  upheavals  in 
France  caused  by  the  Algerian  War  and 
what  quickly  followed  it.”  namely  “De 
Gaulle’s  rise  to  power,  the  conflict 
with. ..the  military  right  wing,  the  end 
of  the  Fourth  Republic  and  the  birth  of 
the  Fifth."  The  writer  asks,  “What  can 
Scalfaro  do  to  master  this  Italian  Algeria, 
which  has  been  incubating  for  20 
years...?” There  can  be  no  solid  majority 
in  this  parliament,  he  declares,  so  the 
“only  way  possible"  to  resolve  the  crisis 


is  "a  government  of  the  President."  What 
follows  is  an  elaborate  scheme  for 
imposing  this:  while  only  some  parties 
will  support  it,  the  others  will  have  to 
abstain,  for  if  the  government  falls,  then 
the  head  of  state  must  go  to  the  president 
of  the  senate  "with  the  decree  dissolving 
Parliament  already  signed  in  his  pocket." 

In  France,  the  Fourth  Republic  was 
replaced  by  de  Gaulle’s  semi-bonapartist 
Fifth  Republic  because  of  the  treachery 
of  the  reformist  leaders  of  the  working 
class.  The  social  democrats  of  Guy 
Mollet’s  SFIO  were  in  the  government 
running  the  dirty  colonial  war  against 
Algerian  independence,  while  the  French 
CP  was  supporting  them  from  the 
parliamentary  benches — and  sabotaging 
working-class  actions  against  the  war. 
General  de  Gaulle  was  voted  in  by  par- 
liament. Mollet  joined  his  cabinet,  and 
the  PCF  sat  on  its  hands.  As  soon  as  it 
could  come  to  terms  with  the  Algerian 
FLN,  the  regime  began  lashing  out  at 
the  unions. 

The  theme  of  strong  presidential  rule 
is  heard  as  well  from  that  authoritative 
voice  of  U.S.  imperialism,  Foreign 
Affairs  (Summer  1992),  which  ends  an 
article  titled  “A  Second  Italian  Repub- 
lic?" with  the  ominous  statement:  "In 
the  wake  of  the  1992  elections. ..the  first 
Italian  republic  is  all  but  dead." 

In  the  face  of  the  blatant  and  increas- 
ingly strident  calls  for  a “strong  state," 
what  is  the  response  of  the  traditional 
leaderships  of  the  Italian  workers  move- 
ment? Following  the  assassination  of 
Judge  Falcone,  both  the  PDS  and 
Rifondazione  Comunista  moved  to  es- 
tablish class-collaborationist  coalitions 
with  the  Christian  Democrats,  the  anti- 
Mafia  "reformers”  of  the  Rete  (Net- 


work). the  Republican,  and  other  sup- 
posedly "honest"  parties  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie. The  “struggle  against  the  Mafia" 
has  become  the  code  word  for  building 
a popular  front  which  stretches  from 
the  RC  to  the  right-wing  pro-business 
Liberals.  In  the  name  of  “fighting  the 
Mafia."  the  offshoots  from  the  PCI 
dedicate  themselves  to  reinforcing  the 
repressive  apparatus  of  the  capitalist 
state. 

Thus  PDS  secretary  Achille  Ochetto 
appealed  on  television  on  May  28  for 
“wider  powers"  to  be  given  to  the  police, 
while  Rifondazione  Comunista  leader 
Sergio  Garavini.  in  his  speech  to  parlia- 
ment the  day  after  Falcone’s  murder, 
called  for  "more  autonomy"  for  judges 
and  "more  resources  and  maximum 
respect  for  the  police  forces"  ( Liber - 
azione,  30  May).  While  RC  voted  against 
Scalfaro  for  president  (the  PDS  voted 
for  him),  they  were  prepared  to  come  to 
an  arrangement  with  the  Christian  Dem- 
ocrats. calling  for  “a  candidate  on  the 
border  between  the  left  opposition  and 
the  DC."  Above  all.  in  its  election  pro- 
gram the  RC  declares:  "Against  the  total- 
itarian advance  we  counterpose  that  the 
Constitution  and  the  values  it  expresses 
be  fully  implemented."  But  as  our  com- 
rades of  the  Lega  Trotskista  d'ltalia 
(LTd’I)  wrote: 

‘The  'values’  expressed  by  the  consti- 
tution are  the  fruits  of  a compromise 
signed  against  the  proletariat  when  it 
had  the  concrete  possibility  of  taking 
power  and  was  held  back  only  by  the 
class-collaborationist  policy  of  its  PCI 
leaders.” 

— Spartaco,  March  1992 
Throughout  the  postwar  period,  the  lead- 
ers of  the  PCI  (or  its  disintegration 
products)  have  kept  the  lid  on  the  strug- 
gles of  the  intensely  combative  Italian 
proletariat  in  the  name  of  a popular- 
front  coalition  with  the  ruling  Christian 
Democrats,  whether  in  the  corridors  of 
Montecittorio  (the  seat  of  parliament)  or 
now  openly  acknowledged.  The  Stalinist 
lackeys  sabotaged  the  revolutionary 
struggles  which  followed  World  War  II, 
headed  off  the  class  explosion  of  the  "hot 
autumn"  in  1969,  and  shored  up  the  DC 
governments  in  the  1970s  in  the  name 
of  a “historic  compromise"  with  the  class 
enemy.  The  LTd'I  called  for  no  vote  to 
the  reformist  PDS  and  RC  in  the  April 
elections,  declaring: 

“The  working  class  needs  its  own  gov- 
ernment. based  on  proletarian  organs, 
workers  councils,  that  expropriate  the 
bourgeoisie  and  defeat  capitalist  resis- 
tance. Powerful  class  struggle  is  neces- 
sary, a 1969  that  goes  all  the  way.  that 
can  tear  the  masses  away  from  the 
bureaucrats  of  the  bourgeois  workers 
parties  and  gather  the  working  class 
around  a revolutionary  Trotskyist  pro- 
gram and  leadership.’  ■ 


Secchia  and  his  people  in  the  Organ- 
izational Section  were  unconditional 
Kremlin-loyalists  who  took  the  lead  in 
going  after  Tito,  and  Vittorio  Vidali,  the 
Stalinist  thug  (he  was  involved  in  the 
murder  of  Trotsky  and  Spanish  POUM 
leader  Andres  Nin)  who  headed  the 
Trieste  CP,  waged  a vicious  anti-Slovene 
campaign  defending  the  italianitd  of 
Trieste.  Another  revolutionary  opportu- 
nity was  lost. 

Instead,  having  called  their  "general 
strike”  in  order  to  get  out  in  front  of  the 
workers,  the  CGIL  tops  quickly  called 
it  off.  After  three  days  of  bludgeoning 
by  their  leaders,  the  workers  followed  a 
CGIL  call  to  end  the  strike  on  July  16 
and  return  to  work.  In  smashing  the 
1948  general  strike,  all  wings  of  the 
Stalinist  leadership  were  united.  Sec- 
chia describes  the  extraordinary  "united 
front”  of  the  PCI  leadership  against  the 
workers’  struggle: 

"No  one  proposed  insurrectional  up- 
heavals or  anything  like  that.  Everyone 
agreed  on  the  line  to  follow,  on  the  slo- 
gans to  put  forward  and  on  the  manifesto 
to  issue  to  the  country." 

The  U.S.  embassy  in  Rome  reported  with 
satisfaction  to  Washington  that  the  PCI 
had  been  quick  to  “take  it  in  hand"  and 
had  “quietly  applied  the  brakes"  (see 
E.  Timothy  Smith,  The  United  States, 


Italy  and  NATO.  1947-52  [1991]). 

The  Christian  Democrats  seized  on  the 
general  strike  as  a pretext  to  split  from 
the  CGIL  trade-union  federation,  which 
the  U.S.  had  been  pushing  for  months. 
Saggat’s  PSLI  and  the  Republicans,  pres- 
sured and  bribed  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment, followed  the  Vatican's  troops  out 
of  the  CGIL  the  following  year. 

The  crass  betrayal  of  the  general 
strike,  even  more  than  the  electoral 
defeat  of  the  popular  front  in  April, 
inspired  the  Italian  bourgeoisie  with  con- 
fidence and  encouraged  it  to  launch  a 
counteroffensive.  Against  the  backdrop 
of  the  Pope  excommunicating  all  Com- 
munists, a wave  of  repression  crashed 
over  the  working  class.  Seven  thousand 
workers  were  rounded  up  by  the  police 
and  brought  before  the  fascist  judges  for 
the  “crime"  of  participating  in  the  gen- 
eral strike.  By  the  mid-1950s,  the  police 
had  murdered  75  protesting  workers 
throughout  the  country  and  wounded 
over  5,000.  Yet  in  parliament.  PCI  dep- 
uties supported  the  vast  majority  of 
Christian  Democratic  legislation!  In  the 
midst  of  the  capitalist  offensive,  the 
Stalinist-led  CGIL  trade-union  federa- 
tion proposed  a "labor  plan,"  including 
a wage  freeze  and  increased  productivity. 

The  abject  leadership  of  the  PCI  was 
well  on  the  way  to  its  future  derailing 


of  the  massive  workers’  upsurge  in 
the  Hot  Autumn  of  1969,  its  support 
for  Christian  Democratic  austerity,  its 
calls  for  increased  police  powers  against 
the  Red  Brigades,  and  the  breaking 
of  all  remaining  ties  to  the  Soviet 
Union  in  the  name  of  "Eurocommu- 
nism.” From  there  to  formally  renounc- 
ing “Communism"  and  renaming  itself 
the  Party  of  the  Democratic  Left,  though 
it  took  a decade,  was  only  a step. 


Socialist  revolution  was  on  the  agenda 
in  postwar  Europe,  but  it  was  stran- 
gled by  the  Stalinist-reformist  mislead- 
ers  of  the  working  class.  The  Lega 
Trotskista  d'ltalia  and  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Interna- 
tionalist) is  dedicated  to  building  the 
Leninist-Trotskyist  party  which  is  so 
urgently  needed  today,  as  it  was  then,  to 
lead  the  proletariat  to  victory  in  the 
world  socialist  revolution.  ■ 
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Nelson  Mandela  (center),  flanked  by  ANC  leader  Ramaphosa  (left)  and  South 
African  Communist  Party’s  Joe  Slovo,  leads  march  in  Soweto,  June  16. 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

CODESA  (Conference  for  a Democratic 
South  Africa)  talks  could  be  sunk  before 
they  ever  begin.  Emboldened  by  its 
victory  in  the  March  17  "whites  only" 
referendum,  the  government  took  a hard 
line  against  its  ANC  collaborators.  More 
than  two  years  after  the  release  of  Nel- 
son Mandela  and  “legalization"  of  the 
underground  ANC  and  SACP  (South 
African  Communist  Party),-  blacks  still 
cannot  vote,  while  the  economic  dev- 
astation and  misery  of  millions  con- 
signed to  black  townships  and  squatter 
camps  has  sharply  increased.  The  racist 
sociopaths  at  the  core  of  state  power, 
from  the  SADF  (South  African  Defence 
Force)  to  the  shadowy  DM  I (Directorate 
of  Military  Intelligence),  are  consciously 
fomenting  intercommunal  warfare  to  ter- 
rorize and  demoralize  the  black  masses, 
as  part  of  the  old  imperialist  adage 
“divide  and  rule.” 

The  pictures  of  black  youth  in  Boi- 
patong  carrying  the  bodies  of  their  slain 
comrades  are  strikingly  similar  to  the 
photo  which  has  come  to  symbolize  to 
the  whole  world  the  Soweto  massacre  of 
1976.  And  in  fact  the  current  explosion 
of  unrest  and  repression  began  on 
Soweto  Day,  June  16,  the  first  day  of 
the  protest  campaign  called  by  the  ANC 
under  pressure  from  mounting  discon- 
tent. Calling  demonstrations  and  rallies 
in  70  cities,  Mandela  threatened  a gen- 
eral strike  if  Pretoria  does  not  agree  by 
June  30  to  form  an  interim  government. 
The  June  16  protest  shut  down  Johan- 


nesburg and  other  big  cities  which  are 
dependent  on  black  labor.  Attempting  to 
instill  a climate  of  terror,  the  government 
deployed  extra  police  in  the  townships 
and  called  up  50,000  white  reservists. 

The  following  day.  the  apartheid 
regime  gave  its  bloody  reply  by  un- 
leashing its  dogs  of  war.  It  was  about 
8 p.m.  on  June  17  when  200  men  from 
the  Kwamabela  Hostel,  a barracks  for 
Zulu  workers  mainly  at  the  nearby 
Iscor  steel  plant  and  a stronghold  of 
Chief  Buthelezi’s  Inkatha,  were  dropped 
off  in  Boipatong,  near  Sharpeville  and 
Sebokeng  in  the  Transvaal,  south  of 
Jo’burg.  Later  that  night  they  would 
also  attack  the  nearby  squatter  camp  of 
Slovo  Park  (named  for  SACP  leader  Joe 
Slovo).  The  swath  of  violence  included 
a nine-month-old  child  impaled  through 
the  head,  a pregnant  woman  riddled  with 
gunshot  and  knife  wqunds,  and  elderly 
men  and  women  shot  or  axed  as  they 
fled  from  their  homes. 

The  massacre  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  hideous  in  South  African  history, 
and  is  a textbook  operation  of  the  shad- 
owy “hidden  hand"  of  the  notorious 
DMI.  There  had  been  rumors  for  several 
days  that  an  attack  was  coming.  People 
standing  guard  at  the  township  entrance 
watched  as  four  or  five  armored  police 
transports  and  a yellow  police  bus  un- 
loaded scores  of  Zulu  men.  As  the  killers 
rampaged  from  house  to  house,  wit- 
nesses saw  uniformed  police  firing  at 


fleeing  residents.  They  watched  as  a 
police  armored  vehicle  helped  to  smash 
an  opening  into  a house.  The  ANC 
immediately  blamed  the  government  for 
the  massacre,  saying  more  black  peo- 
ple had  died  in  the  three  years  of 
De  Klerk’s  "verligte"  (“enlightened") 
administration  than  in  the  previous  40 
years  of  apartheid. 

“Negotiations”  Mean 
Apartheid  Slaughter 

Mandela’s  release  from  jail  in  Febru- 
ary 1990  opened  a new  period  in  South 
African  politics.  The  apartheid  rulers, 
hard  hit  by  six  years  of  black  revolt  and 
economic  losses,  tried  to  salvage  their 
class  rule  by  removing  some  of  the  most 
glaring  aspects  of  apartheid  legislation, 
while  preserving  the  economic  basis  of 
superexploitation  of  black  labor.  Yet  the 
survival  of  South  African  capitalism  is 
incompatible  with  the  most  elementary 
rights  for  the  vast  oppressed  majority — 
a peaceful  resolution  is  impossible.  As 
we  wrote  at  the  time,  "De  Klerk  & Co. 
would  like  to  present  a fa£ade  of  democ- 
racy while  leaving  intact  the  existing 
economic  structure.  They  figure  that 
only  Nelson  Mandela  would  have  the 
authority  to  pull  this  off."  Yet,  we  added, 
"it’s  far  from  clear  that  the  maximal 
changes  the  Nationalist  Party  is  willing 
to  make  would  meet  the  minimal  de- 
mands of  the  ANC”  ( WV  No.  496,  23 
February  1990). 

Thus  today,  despite  the  bottomless 
appetites  of  the  ANC/SACP  to  be  part 
of  some  government,  any  government, 
even  the  illusion  of  "sharing”  power  with 
the  apartheid  butchers,  all  they  get  is  the 


sjambok  (whip)  and  bullets  from  the  R4 
assault  rifles  of  the  SADF.  The  current 
situation  has  been  building  to  a flash 
point  since  the  March  17  racist  referen- 
dum. To  win  ANC/SACP  approval  of  a 
“yes”  vote  from  their  white  supporters 
for  the  Nats’  policy  of  negotiations,  De 
Klerk  promised  the  ANC  an  interim 
government.  But  immediately  upon  his 
victory,  he  reneged  on  the  agreement. 
Simultaneously  he  demanded  the  ANC 
dismantle  its  (inactive)  military  wing, 
Umkhonto  we  Sizwe  (MK),  and  hold 
back  on  the  "mass  struggle.” 

This  was  followed  up  with  a press 
campaign  retailing  horror  stories  about 
MK  guerrillas  returning  from  exile  and 
throwing  their  weight  around  in  the 
townships,  often  coming  up  against  the 
more  conservative  established  ANC 
leadership.  There  has  also  been  a gov- 
ernment roundup  of  MKers,  and  a flurry 
of  assassinations  of  ANC  regional  lead- 
ers and  organizers.  Meanwhile,  right- 
wing  vigilante  armies  are  running  amok 
and  the  KwaZulu  bantustan  (dominated 
by  Inkatha  leader  Buthelezi)  is  forming 
its  own  army.  De  Klerk  and  his  cohorts 
understand,  even  if  the  SACP  anti- 
Marxists  in  the  ANC  leadership  would 
like  to  obscure  this,  that  state  power 
boils  down  to  armed  bodies  of  men 
defending  the  property  forms  of  the  rul- 
ing class. 

The  fight  De  Klerk  has  picked  over 
disarming  MK  indicates  the  regime  is 


preparing  violence  against  the  black 
masses  on  a massive  scale.  Yet  for  all 
its  sputtering,  the  ANC  has  gone  along. 
AFinancialTimes (6  June)  special  survey 
of  South  Africa  noted  that  the  govern- 
ment already  had  the  ANC’s  agreement 
that  “a  multi-party  interim  government 
should  retain  similar  emergency  powers 
to  those  exercised  so  brutally  by  the 
National  Party,  which  detained  40,000 
people  in  the  late  1980s." 

Black  Workers  the  Key 

While  the  ANC  is  playing  games  in 
CODESA,  there  is  massive  discontent  in 
the  townships  and  anger  at  Mandela  who 
called  off  any  freedom  struggle,  aban- 
doning blacks  to  growing  poverty  and 
the  apartheid  armies  of  the  night.  During 
a rally  near  Boipatong  yesterday,  ANC 
supporters  chanted,  “We  want  arms!” 
“The  Southern  Transvaal  Spirals  Into 
Bloody  Anarchy... It’s  Worse  Than  ’76” 
runs  a screaming  headline  in  the  Weekly 
Mail  (29  May).  The  “anti-apartheid" 
white  liberals  are  panicked  that  there  is 
war  in  the  townships  again.  And  this 
generation  of  furious,  frustrated  black 
youth  is  less  politically  conscious  and 
less  organized  than  in  the  1970s  and 
’80s.  These  youth  are  looking  to  the  MK, 
and  idolize  its  former  commander,  SACP 
leader  Chris  Hani.  But  what  is  the  reality 
of  the  SACP? 

An  article  in  the  Weekly  Mail  (22  May) 
makes  it  utterly  clear  that  the  SACP  and 
COSATU  union  tops  are  only  squabbling 
over  places  at  the  table: 

“Moses  Mayekiso,  president  of  Cast  [Civ- 
ic Association  of  Southern  Transvaal)  and 
general  secretary  of  the  National  Union 
of  Metalworkers  of  South  Africa,  explains 
it  like  this:  ‘There’s  impatience  on  the 
part  of  workers.  They  are  not  getting  what 
they  are  supposed  to  get  from  the  Codesa 
process.  They  are  asking  why  is  Cosatu 
not  directly  involved — why  has  there 
been  no  response  to  Cosatu ’s  application 
to  join  Codesa’.” 

But  the  workers  are  getting  pre- 
cisely what  they  are  supposed  to  get 
from  the  “CODESA  process” — shafted! 
That’s  the  whole  point  of  this  pseudo- 
democratic  charade.  The  South  African 
Labour  Bulletin  (May /June  1992)  head- 
lines “COSATU:  Gaining  Influence, 
Losing  Power?”  but  in  the  reams  of 
social-democratic  obfuscation,  what's 
clear  is  that  the  federation  which  stands 
at  the  head  of  millions  of  combative 
black  workers  is  indeed  losing  power. 
Shop  stewards,  who  forged  union  power 
in  sharp  class  battles,  are  complaining 
they  are  not  part  of  the  decision-making 
process.  That’s  also  the  point,  for  the 
SACP’s  role  was  to  'tame  the  insur- 
gent union  movement,  derail  its  rev- 
olutionary aspirations  and  bring  it  to 
heel  in  the  interests  of  Anglo  Ameri- 
can and  other  verligte  capitalists  (now 
expanded  to  include  the  secretive  Afri- 
kaner Broederbond!). 

Since  the  old  debate  over  a “workers 
charter"  (to  parallel  the  ANC’s  Freedom 
Charter),  a syndicalist  current  has  argued 
for  an  "independent”  union  movement. 
What  "independence"?  As  Leon  Trotsky 
wrote  in  his  1940  article,  found  on  his 


desk  after  he  was  murdered  by  a Stalinist 
assassin:  “The  trade  unions  of  our  time 
can  either  serve  as  secondary  instru- 
ments of  imperialist  capitalism  for  the 
subordination  and  disciplining  of  work- 
ers and  for  obstructing  the  revolution, 
or,  on  the  contrary,  the  trade  unions  can 
become  the  instruments  of  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  of  the  proletariat." 
The  SACP  made  its  reformist  role  clear 
in  selling  out  the  1990  Mercedes-Benz 
strike  in  Port  Elizabeth — what’s  needed 
is  a revolutionary  workers  movement. 

The  situation  in  South  Africa  cries  out 
for  revolutionary  proletarian  leadership. 
Many  black  militants  see  the  present  sit- 
uation as  one  of  defeat.  Yet  the  black 
unions  have  not  been  broken  in  struggle. 
Instead  they  are  being  sacrificed  on  the 
altar  of  CODESA,  a classic  example  of 
the  Stalinist  “popular  front”  tying  the 
oppressed  to  the  “democratic”  exploit- 
ers. Meanwhile,  the  death  toll  continues 
to  mount — for  what?  The  black  nation- 
alists of  the  Pan-Africanist  Congress 
appeal  to  discontented  youth  with  a “mil- 
itant" program  for  defeat,  seeing  no  role 
for  the  minority  coloured  and  Indian 
masses,  and  brandishing  a slogan,  “One 
settler,  one  bullet!”,  which  would  only 
push  whites  into  the  fascists’  arms. 

The  government  is  still  trying  to  buy 
off  the  ANC,  suggesting  that  “Mr.  Man- 
dela should  be  happy  to  share  in  the  gov- 
erning of  a prosperous  country;  better 
than  presiding  over  a guerrilla  army 
challenging  the  best-armed  regime  on 
the  African  continent.”  as  the  New  York 
Times  (22  June)  paraphrased  a govern- 
ment official.  Nationalist  guerrilla  strug- 
gle, whether  by  PAC  or  the  ANC/MK, 
has  never  made  a dent  in  the  strong  South 
African  state.  But  the  Achilles’  heel  of 
apartheid  is  black  labor,  without  which 
the  diamonds,  gold  and  coal  stop,  and 
the  wheels  of  industry  stand  still.  A gen- 
uinely communist,  Leninist-Trotskyist 
vanguard  party  must  be  built  that  can 
rally  behind  it  the  tens  of  millions  of 
black  toilers,  their  class  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  the  coloured  and  Indian  popula- 
tion, and  the  numerous  whites  who  don’t 
want  to  spend  their  lives  in  a garrison 
state  with  the  likes  of  the  DMI  and  the 
neo-Nazi  Afrikaner  Resistance  Move- 
ment (AWB). 

South  African  black  workers  have 
the  power!  Since  1979,  this  militant 
proletariat  has  been  at  the  center  of  the 
anti-apartheid  fight,  flexing  its  muscles, 
gaining  confidence  in  sharp  battles 
against  the  apartheid  regime.  It  was  the 
black  workers  and  youth  in  the  town- 
ships who  gave  their  lives  to  bring  South 
Africa  to  a prerevolutionary  situation 
and  lorced  the  apartheid  rulers  into  a 
position  where  they  felt  they  had  to 
"adapt  or  die.”  But  the  monster  of  apart- 
heid slavery  can’t  adapt,  it  must  be 
killed,  by  the  very  wage  slaves  on  whose 
toil  it  depends.  Break  with  the  ANC/ 
SACP  stranglehold!  Forge  a revolution- 
ary vanguard  that  can  prepare,  organize 
and  lead  the  fight  for  power  in  a socialist 
revolution  that  can  make  the  riches  of 
this  land  serve  all  the  peoples  and  races 
of  the  African  continent.  ■ 


Black  youths 
carrying  wounded 
comrades  in 
Boipatong, 
strikingly  recalls 
images  of  1976 
Soweto  rebellion. 
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Supreme 

Court... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

Perhaps  Mexican  Judicial  Police,  not 
known  for  their  attention  to  prisoners' 
rights,  could  seize  the  two  American  pri- 
vate investigators  who  kidnapped  Mex- 
ican citizen  Teddulo  Romulo  L6pez  and 
dragged  him  across  the  border  south  of 
Tucson,  Arizona  the  weekend  before  the 
Supreme  Court  decision.  Or  maybe  they 
could  grab  U.S.  Border  Patrol  officer 
Michael  Andrew  Elmer  who  on  June  12 
shot  and  killed  the  Mexican  youth  Dario 
Valenzuela  Miranda  just  across  the  line 
from  Nogales,  Sonora.  Or  for  that  matter, 
what  about  the  nine  “justices"  in  their 
august  chambers  in  Washington  who  just 
approved  what  the  Mexican  government 
has  declared  “a  criminal  act"? 


Salinas  did  order  a halt  to  the  activities 
of  DEA  agents  in  Mexico — a ban  which 
lasted  less  than  one  day.  This  and  the 
government’s  denunciation  of  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  were  approved 
in  an  ail-party  vote  by  the  Mexican 
legislature,  including  the  nationalist 
PRD  of  Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas.  Revolu- 
tionaries should  demand  instead  the 
expulsion  from  Mexico  of  all  U.S. 
agents — including  the  DEA,  CIA  and 
FBI — and  oppose  the  Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment which  aims  at  the  takeover  of  the 
Mexican  economy  by  Yankee  imperial- 
ism. And  while  the  likes  of  Argentine 
president  Carlos  Menem  term  the  Amer- 
ican Supreme  Court  decision  a "horror.” 
these  junior  partners  of  George  Bush 
continue  to  cooperate  with  Washington's 
“war  on  drugs,"  which  is  really  a war 
on  the  Latin  American  masses  and  the 
black  and  Hispanic  ghettos  and  barrios 
in  the  U.S. 


The  Cuban  Communist  Party  newspa- 
per Granma  pointedly  denounced  the 
U.S.’  attempt  "to  impose  its  gun  law,  its 
law  of  the  Wild  West,  its  law  of  the  jun- 
gle, its  lynch  law  on  other  countries." 
What  would  happen,  a 17  June  editorial 
asked,  if  Vietnam  sought  to  bring  to  jus- 
tice the  U.S.  military  men  responsible 
for  the  My  Lai  massacre  during  the 
Vietnam  War.  “Or  if  the  Iraqis  hunted 
General  Norman  Schwarzkopf  who  led 
the  sophisticated  slaughter  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  children  during  the  Gulf 
War?"  Or  perhaps,  we  could  add,  the 
Indian  government  might  want  to  snatch 
a few  Union  Carbide  executives  respon- 
sible for  the  Bhopal  disaster.  Havana’s 
Radio  Rebelde  said  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  went  beyond  “the  wildest 
ambitions  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  its 
time....  Nazi  Germany  did  not  have 
enough  time  to  carry  out  such  a hege- 
monic policy." 


Without  the  Kremlin  to  contend  with, 
the  U.S.  imperialists  are  now  drunk  with 
power.  The  American  ruling  class  may 
be  able  to  trample  over  tiny  black  Gre- 
nada. bomb  Qaddafi’s  Libya,  invade  its 
"own"  Panamanian  colony  and  ride 
roughshod  in  neighboring  Mexico,  half 
of  whose  territory  it  stole  in  the  middle 
of  the  last  century.  But  there  are  other 
imperialist  powers  in  the  world  which 
also  know  how  to  make  atomic  weapons 
and  jet  planes  and  missiles,  and  their 
economies  are  in  a lot  better  shape  to 
do  so.  Next  time,  let  the  U.S.  try  kid- 
napping some  German  or  Japanese  from 
their  homelands  and  see  what  happens. 
The  collapse  of  the  degenerated  Soviet 
workers  state  has  whetted  the  imperial- 
ists' rapacious  appetites,  setting  off  wars 
from  the  Persian  Gulf  to  the  Balkan  pen- 
insula. Only  socialist  revolution  by  the 
world  proletariat  can  put  a stop  to  these 
terrorists  with  state  power.  ■ 


Abortion... 

(continued  from  page  12) 
bound  so  tightly  with  plastic  tie  hand- 
cuffs that  the  ties  had  to  be  removed 
with  bolt  cutters,  and  the  two  required 
medical  attention.  Most  of  the  protesters 
were  charged  with  obstructing  traffic — 
on  a street  the  cops  had  already  closed 
to  traffic! 

The  SL  and  Labor  Black  League  were 
singled  out  for  their  militant  chants  and 
signs  including  “Labor  Must  Defend 
Abortion  Rights!"  "Birds  Do  It,  Bees  Do 
It,  Teens  Do  It — Down  With  All  Parental 
Consent  Squeal  Rules!"  and  “Down 
With  Bush,  Break  With  Democrats! 
Build  a Workers  Party!"  The  aggressive 
cop  crackdown  on  dissent  was  an  omi- 
nous portent  of  what  may  be  in  store  at 
the  Democratic  Party  convention  at  Mad- 
ison Square  Garden  in  mid-July.  Dinkins 
and  the  Democrats  want  to  keep  the 
streets  “clean  for  Clinton" — already  the 
homeless  are  being  swept  out  of  the  area, 
while  bizarre  plans  are  afoot  to  surround 
the  Garden  with  a chainlink  fence. 

The  “Operation  Rescue”  forces  who 
threaten  to  assault  NYC  in  July  joined 
in,  as  the  Cardinal  laid  the  ground- 
work for  their  terrorist  siege.  Protesters 
greeted  OR  demagogue  Randall  Terry 
with  chants  of  “Operation  Rescue.  Hit- 
ler would  have  loved  you!”  Only  last 
month,  the  Toronto  clinic  of  courageous 
abortion  clinic  pioneer  and  Nazi  con- 
centration camp  survivor  Dr.  Henry 
Morgentaler  was  reduced  to  rubble  in  a 
potentially  deadly  bombing.  The  Eastern 
Women’s  Center  in  NYC  was  itself 
bombed  in  1986.  A Spartacist  League 
sign  proclaimed:  "Defend  the  Clinics! 
Stop  ‘Pray-by-Day,  Bomb-by-Night’ 


Terrorists!”  Cardinal  O'Connor  fits  in 
well  with  this  crowd.  He  earned  his  spurs 
as  a chaplain  with  the  Marines  in  Viet- 
nam, blessing  the  dirty  imperialist  war 
which  killed  two  million  Indochinese. 
Now  he  wants  to  ensure  future  genera- 
tions of  cannon  fodder  for  the  “New 
World  Order,”  like  the  signs  in  Wichita 
last  summer  calling  to  “Support  Our 
Unborn  Troops”! 

The  Cardinal’s  forces  of  around  1,700 
outnumbered  the  1,000  or  so  abortion 
rights  defenders.  This  small  turnout  by 
no  means  reflects  the  vast  majority  sen- 
timent in  NYC  for  abortion  rights.  Many 
of  the  activists  who  came  out  genuinely 
wanted  to  defend  the  clinics,  but  were 
crippled  by  confusion,  petty-bourgeois 
illusions  and  feminist  misleadership. 
There  was  a split  among  the  feminist 
groups  over  defending  the  clinic  targeted 
by  the  Cardinal.  WHAM  (Women’s 
Health  Action  and  Mobilization)  issued 
a leaflet  saying  that  it  “does  not  con- 
done demonstrations  at  women’s  health 
facilities,"  even  guilt-tripping  demon- 
strators with  appeals  to  “respect  the 
women”  against  “violation  of  their  pri- 
vacy" (as  if  leaving  O’Connor’s  gang 
unopposed  would  respect  clinic  patients' 
privacy!).  WAC,  in  contrast,  went  to  the 
clinic. 

This  led  to  massive  confusion  at  the 
demo,  as  WHAMers  tried  to  corral 
people  away  from  marching  to  the  clinic 
and  others  told  arriving  demonstrators 
it  was  “their  choice"  as  to  what  to  do! 
NOW  stayed  away,  while  NARAL  (Na- 
tional Abortion  Rights  Action  League) 
kept  its  contingent  a block  away  from 
the  clinic  holding  green  Statue  of  Lib- 
erty signs  and  patriotically  singing  the 
national  anthem! 

Behind  opposition  to  clinic  defense 


lies  a political  program.  WHAM's  oppo- 
sition to  clinic  defense  flows  from  their 
embrace  of  the  Democratic  Party  and 
their  cringing  position  that  “WHAM! 
is  not  ‘pro-abortion’.”  In  Buffalo  this 
spring,  abortion  rights  defenders  man- 
aged to  keep  the  clinics  open  against  an 
Operation  Rescue  siege,  but  they  had  to 
contend  with  the  bourgeois  feminists, 
whose  junior  G-women  worked  hand  in 
hand  with  the  police  trying  to  keep  more 
militant  demonstrators  in  line. 

WAC  is  tactically  more  militant,  in  a 
style  similar  to  ACT  UP,  but  this  is  com- 
bined with  essentially  liberal  politics. 
The  flip  side  of  their  faith  in  “civil 
disobedience"  is  illusions  in  the  cops 
to  “play  the  game."  Thus  there  was 
shock  that  the  cops  actually  arrested 
people  when  they  hadn’t  planned  on 
being  arrested.  And  for  the  Democratic 
Convention  they  plan  to  have  a dem- 
onstration around  the  slogan.  “WAC  is 
watching,  we’ll  remember — We’ll  be 
voting  in  November!"  Who  for?  Sinister 
Ross  Perot  (after  all,  he  says  he’s  pro- 
abortion) or  racist  death  penalty  backer 
Bill  Clinton?  NOW  and  NARAL’s 
big  April  5 march  in  D.C.  was  a plat- 
form not  only  for  Democratic  Party 
politicians,  but  even  for  "pro-choice” 
Republicans.  Defense  of  women’s  rights 
requires  a break  from  the  partner  parties 
of  capitalist  rule,  and  a fight  for  a rev- 
olutionary workers  party  to  champion 
the  rights  of  all  the  oppressed. 

Ensconced  in  the  leadership  of  WAC 
are  ostensible  socialists  like  the  ISO, 
who  offer  themselves  up  as  “best  build- 
ers" for  whatever  is  happening  while 
burying  their  politics.  But  you  can’t 
defend  abortion  rights  in  the  USA  while 
selling  them  out  in  Poland  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  For  years  these  pseudo-socialists 


supported  the  Vatican-run  Solidarnoscof 
Lech  Walesa,  which  is  now  shoving  cap- 
italist starvation  programs  down  Polish 
workers'  throats  while  its  Catholic 
church  sponsors  try  to  ax  the  right  to 
abortion.  In  the  Soviet  Union,  they  vicar- 
iously joined  Boris  Yeltsin’s  barricades 
for  counterrevolution  last  August.  It  was 
noteworthy  that  there  was  no  participa- 
tion from  the  labor  movement  on  June 
13.  Dennis  Rivera,  whose  1199  union 
organizes  some  clinic  workers,  could 
have  turned  out  ten  thousand  or  more 
hospital  workers.  But  Rivera  professes 
himself  agnostic  on  the  issue  of  abortion, 
while  flaunting  O'Connor  as  one  of  his 
"mentors." 

There  should  have  been  thousands  of 
pro-abortion  forces  on  the  streets  to 
defend  the  clinic  against  the  likes  of 
the  Cardinal  and  the  Operation  Rescue 
"god  squads.”  But  that  requires  a fight 
against  the  popular  front  which  keeps 
labor  and  all  the  oppressed  tied  to 
the  capitalist  Democratic  Party.  Today 
women’s  rights — from  abortion  and  day 
care  to  jobs — are  under  attack  around 
the  world  by  capitalist  reaction.  For 
women's  liberation  through  socialist 
revolution! 

* * * 

The  most  serious  charge  against  those 
arrested  on  June  13  is  against  SL 
supporter  Caron  Salinger  for  “resisting 
arrest."  Caron  is  a slight,  5'2"  100-pound 
woman  who  was  pounced  on  by  three 
burly  cops  and  dragged  away  in  hand- 
cuffs. Her  hearing  is  on  Wednesday, 
July  1 , at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Criminal  Court, 
100  Centre  St.  (courtroom  “Part  AP3”) 
in  lower  Manhattan.  Join  us  at  the  court- 
room to  show  your  support.  Call  (212) 
267-1025  for  more  information.  ■ 


SPARTACIST  LEAGUE/U.S.  LOCAL  DIRECTORY 

National  Office:  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  101 16  • (212)  732-7860 

Atlanta  Detroit  Norfolk 

Box  4012  Box  441043  Box  1972,  Main  PO 

Atlanta.  GA  30302  Detroit,  Ml  48244  Norfolk,  VA  23501 


Boston 

Box  390840,  Central  Sta. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  492-3928 

Chicago 

Box  6441 , Main  PO 
Chicago,  IL  60680 
(31 2>  663-0715 

Cleveland 

Box  91037 
Cleveland,  OH  44101 
(216)  781-7500 


Los  Angeles 

Box  29574,  Los  Feliz  Sta. 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90029 
(213)  380-8239 

Madison 

Box  1492 

Madison,  Wl  53701 

New  York 

Box  444,  Canal  St.  Sta. 
New  York,  NY  10013 
(212)  267-1025 


Oakland 

Box  29497 
Oakland,  CA  94604 
(510)  839-0851 

San  Francisco 

Box  77494 

San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  777-9367 

Washington,  D.C. 

Box  75073 

Washington.  D.C.  20013 
(202)  872-8240 


TROTSKYIST  LEAGUE  OF  CANADA/LIGUE  TROTSKYSTE  DU  CANADA 

Toronto  Vancouver 


Box  7198,  Station  A 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X8 
(416)  593-4138 

Montreal 

C.P.  Les  Atriums.  B.P.  32066 
Montreal.  QC  H2L  4V5 


Box  2717,  Main  P.O. 
Vancouver,  BC  V6B  3X2 
(604)  687-0353 

Edmonton 

PSSE  P.O  Box  9605 
Edmonton,  AB  T6E  5X3 


Get  Your  Copy  of 
CLASS-STRUGGLE 
DEFENSE  NOTES! 


" (onamiff^  ™ 


J J iU.,  .,-^J 


No.  17 

Spring/Summer  1992 

Contents: 

• Outrage  Over  Racist  Acquittal 
of  Cops  in  Rodney  King  Case: 

There  Is  No  Justice  in 
the  Capitalist  Courts 

• In  Memory  of  Martha  Phillips 

• Protest  Fourth  Reich 
Witchhunt 

• International  Labor  Defense 

• Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

Abolish  the  Death  Penalty! 

• L.A.  Law:  Geronimo  Fights 
Racist  Frame-Up 

• Ramona  Africa  Released  from  Prison 


Outrage  Over  Racist  Acquitta 
o^ops  in  Rodney  King  Case 


There  Is 
No  Justice 
in  the 
Capitalist 
Courts 

— Page  6 — 


in  Memory  o!  Metn,  pn,0p5 
Protest  Foortn  Rech  WltcW^nl 
jnlomaoonai  Labor  detente 
,T*.  Abx  Jamal-  ADoHft  m.  Owm  p, 


With  your  contribution  of  $5  or  more  receive  a subscription  to 
Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes 
For  a single  copy  of  issue  Number  17  send  $1  to 
Partisan  Defense  Committee,  P.O  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station,  NY,  NY  10013 


26  JUNE  1992 


11 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Supreme  Court 
License  to  Kidnap 


Proclaiming  a juridical  "New  World 
Order,"  the  Supreme  Court  in  Washing- 
ton last  week  haughtily  decreed  an 
American  “right”  to  seize  anybody  any- 
where in  the  world  and  bring  them  to 
the  United  States  for  trial.  This  latest 
assertion  of  “supersovereignty"  by  the 
U S.  naturally  set  off  a chorus  of  protest 
from  virtually  every  state  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  worried  about  the  conse- 
quences for  their  own  sovereignty.  From 
the  standpoint  of  the  international  work- 
ing class,  the  decision  by  the  high  court 
of  American  capitalism  was  a supreme 
act  of  imperialist  arrogance.  It  was  the 
international  extension  of  the  verdict 
absolving  the  LAPD  cops  who  brutally 
beat  black  motorist  Rodney  King,  which 
set  off  the  Los  Angeles  riots  and  has 
come  to  symbolize  the  racist  injustice 
system  at  home. 

The  decision  arming  the  U.S.  cops- 
of-the-world  with  a “legal"  cover  to 
maraud  around  the  globe  was  to  sanction, 
after  the  fact,  the  seizure  of  Panamanian 
strongman  General  Manuel  Noriega 
by  a U.S.  invasion  in  order  to  bring 
him  before  a show  trial  in  Miami.  Wars 
have  been  started  over  less  blatant  prov- 


ocations than  that  provided  by  the 
Supreme  Court.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
the  casus  belli  (cause  of  war)  for  the 
War  of  1812  was  British  impressment 
of  American  sailors  on  the  high  seas. 
Today  the  "sole  remaining  superpower" 
is  throwing  its  weight  around,  no  longer 
checked  by  fear  of  Soviet  power.  But 
the  world  does  not  take  kindly  to 
such  assertions  of  global  dominance,  as 
the  charred  remains  of  Hitler's  bunker 
testify. 

This  latest  outrageous  ruling  from  the 
Reagan/Bush/Rehnquist  Court  came  in 
the  case  of  Humberto  Alvarez  Machain, 
a Mexican  doctor  who  was  kidnapped 
from  his  office  and  brought  to  the  U.S. 
by  Mexican  bounty  hunters,  who  were 
paid  $20,000  by  the  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration.  The  DEA  claims  the 
doctor  was  a participant  in  the  torture/ 
murder  of  one  of  its  agents  in  Mexico 
in  1985.  The  usually  obsequious  govern- 
ment of  President  Carlos  Salinas  de 
Gortari.  which  has  been  viciously  attack- 
ing the  Mexican  masses’  living  standards 
as  part  of  its  move  toward  a Free  Trade 
Agreement  with  the  U.S.,  couldn’t  swal- 
low the  American  kidnapping  of  a Mex- 


DEA  agents  kidnap 
Manuel  Noriega 
after  U.S.  “cops 
of  the  world" 
invaded  Panama 
and  slaughtered 
thousands. 


ican  citizen  on  Mexican  soil,  protesting 
that  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  “violates 
the  essential  principles  of  international 
law.”  What  U.S.  rulers  think  of  “inter- 
national law"  was  shown  by  their  utter 
unconcern  when  the  World  Court  found 
them  guilty  of  aiding  contra  terrorists, 
mining  harbors  and  other  acts  of  war  in 
Nicaragua. 

Even  the  Rehnquist  majority  of  the 
Supreme  Court  admitted  that  the  kid- 
napping may  be  “shocking”  and  “in 
violation  of  general  international  law 
principles" — and  concluded:  so  what? 
(Just  like  when  they  acknowledged  that 
application  of  the  death  penalty  was 
racist,  but  ruled  that  fact  “irrelevant.”) 
The  Court  argued  that  the  existing  extra- 


U.S Department  ot  Defense 


dition  treaty  with  Mexico  could  be 
ignored,  since  it  "says  nothing"  to 
explicitly  exclude  “forcible  abductions." 
The  minority  dissent  by  Justice  Stevens 
pointed  out  that  if  the  U.S.  “thought  it 
more  expedient  to  torture  or  simply  to 
execute  a person  rather  than  to  attempt 
extradition,"  this  would  be  OK  under 
the  new  Supreme  Court  doctrine.  And 
what  about  reciprocity?  The  New  York 
Times  ( 1 6 June)  worriedly  noted  that  "the 
decision  would  appear  to  mean  that  the 
Mexican  government  is  equally  free  to 
kidnap  an  American  citizen  for  trial  in 
Mexico  for  a crime  committed  in  the 
United  States." 

This  raises  interesting  possibilities. 

continued  on  page  II 
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The  Cardinal  and  His  Cops 
Target  Abortion  Rights 


WV  Photo 

Spartacist  demonstrators  demand 
government  out  of  the  bedrooms! 


In  a calculated  outrage  against  the 
population  of  New  York  City,  over- 
whelmingly in  favor  of  abortion  rights, 
on  June  13  John  Cardinal  O’Connor 
and  the  NYPD  joined  forces  to  terror- 
ize women  seeking  abortions  and  their 
defenders.  The  NYPD  waded  into 
crowds  of  abortion  rights  activists  and 
arrested  eleven  people,  including  five 
mfembers  of  the  Women’s  Action  Coali- 
tion (WAC)  and  four  supporters  of  the 
Spartacist  League.  As  SL  supporter 
Sheri  Stoll,  one  of  those  arrested,  said 
shortly  after  her  release:  "Where  do 
these  cops  think  they  are?  New  York  City 
is  not  Dan  Quayle  country.  This  isn’t 
some  Moral  Majority  backwater.  The 
NYPD  has  a deserved  reputation  for  gun- 
ning down  unarmed  black  and  Hispanic 
residents.  Now  they  are  being  used  as  a 
praetorian  guard  for  reactionary  Cardinal 
O’Connor  and  his  anti-woman,  anti-gay 
bigots." 

All  legal  rights  and  regulations  were 
effectively  suspended  on  behalf  of  the 
Cardinal’s  anti-abortion  crusade  in  New 
York  City.  A massive  contingent  of  cops 
was  assigned  to  surround  O’Connor’s 


WV  Photo 

New  York  City,  June  1 3 — Nine  of  the  clinic  defenders  arrested  when  the  NYPD 
went  after  abortion  rights  demonstrators. 


marchers  as  they  moved  from  St.  Agnes 
church  to  lay  siege  to  the  Eastern  Wom- 
en’s Center  on  30th  Street.  The  abortion 
rights  protesters  were  arrested  as  they 
peacefully  moved  up  Park  Avenue  near 
the  clinic.  As  the  Spartacist  contingent 
chanted  “One.  two.  three,  four — Free 


abortion  is  what  we’re  for!  Five.  six. 
seven,  eight — Separate  the  church  and 
state!"  one  cop  was  overheard  giving  the 
command  “Make  arrests”  as  the  thugs  in 
blue  went  after  the  clot  of  protesters. 
Two  of  the  arrested  SL  supporters  were 
continued  on  page  II 
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Supreme  Court,  Bush,  Democrats- 
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Reactionary  drive  to  gut  abortion  rights  could  provoke  explosive  opposition  in  the  streets.  Left:  Philadelphia  protest  over  Supreme  Court  ruling.  Right:  March 
29  abortion  rights  rally  in  San  Francisco. 


Last  week’s  high  court  ruling  on 
abortion  read  like  it  was  hatched  in 
an  underground  parking  garage  halfway 
between  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
White  House.  By  a five-to-four  vote,  the 
Court  endorsed  the  core  of  an  odiously 
restrictive  Pennsylvania  law  requiring  a 
mandatory  waiting  period  for  women 
seeking  abortions  and  forcing  teenagers 
to  notify  their  parents.  At  the  same  time 
it  claimed  to  reassert  the  “essence"  of 
the  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  decision  legalizing 
abortion  nationwide,  while  in  fact  under- 
mining the  “fundamental  right"  to  abor- 
tion by  allowing  any  restrictions  which 
do  not  entail  what  they  deem  an  “undue 
burden.”  The  decision  by  the  Reagan- 
Bush  court  was  consciously  crafted  to 
split  the  difference  with  the  aim  of  taking 
the  explosive  abortion  question  off  the 
agenda  and  saving  George  Bush’s  ass 
in  the  November  election.  Instead,  the 
ruling  made  abortion  an  even  bigger 
election  issue. 

With  the  population  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  right  to  abortion,  and  Bush  sink- 
ing in  the  polls  against  “pro-choice" 
contenders  Democrat  Bill  Clinton  and 
the  sinister  Ross  Perot,  the  Supreme 
Court  ruling  was  meant  to  take  "the  edge 
off  a recurring  Republican  nightmare," 
as  the  New  York  Times  (30  June)  com- 
mented. Yet  the  worries  of  the  new 
“moderate  conservative"  center  of  the 
court,  which  the  media  has  been  playing 
up.  went  further.  Reading  from  an  opin- 
ion coauthored  by  Sandra  Day  O'Connor 
and  Anthony  Kennedy.  Justice  David 


Souter  motivated  the  decision  on  explic- 
itly political  grounds.  He  warned  from 
the  bench  that  overturning  Roe  "under 
fire"  and  "under  the  existing  circum- 
stances” would  cause  “profound  and 
unnecessary  damage  to  the  Court’s  legit- 
imacy, and  to  the  nation’s  commitment 
to  the  rule  of  law.  " With  the  bourgeoisie 
split  wide  open  over  the  question  of 
legalized  abortion,  this  elitist  arbiter  for 
the  ruling  class  is  clearly  worried. 

The  "legitimacy"  the  black-robed 
judges  seek  to  protect  is  their  position 
as  the  judicial  guardians  of  American 
imperialism’s  "New  World  Order.”  The 
same  session  asserted  3 U.S.  license  to 
kidnap  abroad,  and  in  the  guise  of  strik- 
ing down  a misguided  law  against  "hate 
speech.”  defended  KKK  cross-burnings 
as  "freedom  of  expression."  Appointing 
itself  chief  high  executioner,  the  Court 
chillingly  swept  aside  legal  impediments 
to  the  death  penalty,  working  through 
the  night  to  insist  that  the  state  murder 
machine  go  into  high  gear.  Already  more 
people  have  been  executed  this  year  on 
disproportionately  black  and  Hispanic 
Death  Row  U.S. A.  than  in  all  of  1991. 

This  ruling  aimed  at  pleasing  every- 
body in  fact  satisfied  virtually  no 
one.  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  president  Patricia  Ireland  de- 
clared. "Roe  is  dead,  despite  the  flimsy 
stay  of  execution  today  from  the  Court." 
The  rad-lib  New  York  Village  Voice 
(7  July)  carried  a huge  front-page 
headline  reading:  "Court  to  Women: 
Drop  Dead!"  Even  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal (30  June)  noted.  “Frightened  Teen- 
Agers,  Poorer  Women  Likely  to  Suffer 
Most  From  Court  Ruling."  At  the  same 
time,  the  head  of  the  National  Right  to 
Life  Committee  denounced  the  ruling  as 
“a  loss  for  unborn  children  and  a victory 
for  pro-abortion  forces."  Operation  Res- 
cue terrorist  Randall  Terry  railed.  "Three 
Reagan-Bush  appointees  stabbed  the 


pro-life  movement  in  the  back." 

Both  the  anti-abortion  bigots  and  the 
"pro-choice”  liberals  are  pitching  the 
coming  election  as  one  which  will  deter- 
mine the  next  appointment  to  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  fate  of  abortion. 
At  the  age  of  83.  Justice  Blackmun. 
author  of  the  Roe  decision,  says  he  "can- 
not remain  on  this  Court  forever."  But 
it  was  not  particularly  the  political  com- 
position of  the  1973  court — whose  chief 
justice.  Warren  Burger,  was  a Nixon 
appointee — which  led  to  the  legalization 
of  abortion.  This  was  a concession  to  an 
upsurge  of  mass  social  struggle.  The 
women’s  liberation  movement  arose  as 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  radicalized 
youth  took  to  the  streets  in  the  struggle 
for  black  rights  and  in  opposition  to  the 
dirty  imperialist  war  in  Vietnam. 

Even  the  most  minimal  gains  for 
working  people,  women  and  minorities 
have  been  achieved  only  as  a result  of 
social  struggle,  not  through  the  ballot, 
and  certainly  not  through  lobbying  the 
Congress  or  Supreme  Court.  But  under 
capitalism,  every  reform  remains  emi- 
nently reversible,  as  the  onslaught  on 
abortion  rights  demonstrates.  In  its  drive 
to  rearm  U.S.  imperialism  and  restore 
its  erstwhile  hegemonic  power  in  the 
world  following  its  humiliating  defeat 
in  Indochina,  the  American  bourgeoisie 
launched  an  all-sided  reactionary  on- 
slaught aimed  at  reversing  the  gains  of 
the  civil  rights  movement,  ending  the 
"war  on  poverty"  and  crippling  the  labor 


movement.  The  campaign  to  rip  abor- 
tion rights  away  from  American  women 
is  the  spearhead  for  a general  offen- 
sive, organized  by  the  White  House  and 
its  Supreme  Court  appointees,  against 
women’s  rights  and  black  rights. 

Some  1.6  million  abortions  are  per- 
formed every  year  in  this  country.  Barely 
two  people  out  of  ten  favor  an  outright 
ban  on  abortions,  while  even  among 
Republican  voters  nearly  two-thirds 
oppose  such  a ban.  In  recent  years,  par- 
ticularly since  the  1989  Webster  ruling, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  have 
taken  to  the  streets  to  demonstrate 
against  the  reactionary  assault  on  this 
most  personal  of  rights.  But  the  "pro- 
choice"  liberals  offer  only  the  most  timid 
pressure  politics. 

According  to  National  Abortion 
Rights  Action  League  (NARAL)  presi- 
dent Kate  Michelman.  the  answer  is  to 
elect  "a  pro-choice  President"  and  “a 
veto-proof  Congress."  in  other  words,  a 
Democratic  president  with  a Democratic- 
Congress.  In  a picture  that  spoke  two 
thousand  words.  Michelman  was  photo- 
graphed on  the  steps  of  the  Supreme 
Court  as  she  rushed  to  report  on  its  deci- 
sion over  a mobile  phone  to  her  supreme 
leader.  Democratic  presidential  candi- 
date Bill  Clinton.  NOW.  NARAL  and 
the  other  liberal  abortion  rights  groups 
are  firmly  tied  to  the  Democratic  Party. 
Indeed,  the  challenge  to  the  Pennsylva- 
nia law  in  the  Supreme  Court,  initiated 
continued  on  page  8 
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Free  Robert  Buck, 
Labor  Prisoner! 


Robert  Buck,  27  years  old,  a popular 
member  of  Steelworkers  Local  5668  at 
Ravenswood,  West  Virginia,  has  been  in 
prison  since  last  January,  railroaded  by 
the  federal  government  for  defending  his 
union  and  his  job  from  the  scabs  and 
thugs  brought  in  by  Marc  Rich  and 
Ravenswood  Aluminum  Corporation 
(RAC).  Buck  was  slapped  with  a prison 
stretch  of  33  months,  sent  far  away  from 
home  and  family  to  the  hinterlands  of 
Hinton,  Oklahoma. 

Buck  was  arrested  in  the  fourth  month 
of  the  class  battle  at  RAC,  convicted  of 
two  charges  of  possessing  an  explosive 
device,  after  the  feds  alleged  that  he  and 
another  USWA  member,  Gerald  Church, 
threw  a small  homemade  black  powder 


charge  outside  the  home  of  a scab  on 
4 March  1991.  The  feds'  "evidence” 
consisted  of  the  testimony  of  the  scab, 
Edward  Piggett,  and  Church,  who  turned 
fink  and  got  off  with  a year  of  house 
arrest  for  his  "services." 

Bob  Buck's  "crime”  was  to  defend  his 
union — not  just  on  the  picket  line  but 
by  refusing  to  become  a rat  for  the  feds. 
Prosecutors  and  federal  officers  threat- 
ened to  send  him  away  unless  he  wore 
a wire  and  spied  on  his  brothers  at  union 
headquarters.  Buck  told  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee,  "The  first  time  I 
ever  saw  these  people,  the  first  thing  they 
said  was  ‘You’re  going  to  prison  for  40 
years.'  Reminded  me  of  the  bullies  at 
school.”  Buck’s  mother  told  us,  “I  would 


“An  Injury  to  One 
Is  an  Injury  to  All” 

The  principle  of  non-sectarian  labor  de- 
fense in  this  country  goes  back  to  the  revolu- 
tionary syndicalists  of  the  Industrial  Workers 
of  the  World.  This  cause  was  taken  up  by  the 
International  Labor  Defense,  established  by 
the  early  Communist  Party  and  headed  by 
James  P Cannon,  the  founder  of  American 
Trotskyism.  Looking  not  to  the  courts  but  to 
TROTSKY  the  power  of  labor,  the  !LD  defended  many 
"Wobblies"  and  others  such  as  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti.  Among  the  class  war  prisoners  whose  defense  the  ILD  took  up  were  San 
Francisco  trade-unionists  Tom  Mooney  and  Warren  Billings,  framed  up  on  bomb  charges 
in  July  1916.  Today  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  continues  this  tradition  of  class- 
struggle  defense. 

The  path  to  freedom  leads  through  a prison.  The  door  swings  in  and  out  and  through 
that  door  passes  a steady  procession  of  “those  fools  too  stubbom-willed  to  bend,”  who 
will  not  turn  aside  from  the  path  because  prisons  obstruct  it  here  and  there. 

The  doors  of  San  Quentin  penitentiary  swung  outward  the  other  day  and  three  men 
stepped  forth  and  drank  in  their  first  breath  of  freedom  for  several  years.  They  were 
workers,  members  of  the  I.W.W.,  who  had  just  finished  a sentence  under  the  criminal 
syndicalism  law.... 

In  the  stale  penitentiary  in  Massachusetts,  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  wait  for  the  final 
judgment  to  be  passed  upon  them  because  they  are  rebels  and  foreigners.... 

The  class-conscious  worker  accords  to  the  class-war  prisoners  a place  of  singular 
honor  and  esteem.  The  class-war  prisoners  are  stronger  than  all  the  jails  and  jailers 
and  judges.  They  rise  triumphant  over  all  their  enemies  and  oppressors.  Confined  in 
prison,  covered  with  ignominy,  branded  as  criminals,  they  are  not  defeated.  They  are 
destined  to  triumph.  They  are  the  representatives  of  an  idea  that  will  crack  the  walls 
of  every  prison  and  crumble  them  into  dust. 

There  is  a way  of  saying  that  the  class-war  prisoners  are  victorious,  which  smacks 
of  superficial  optimism  and  which  offers  little  consolation  to  men  who  spend  long, 
almost  forgotten  years  behind  the  gray  walls  of  the  jail.  We  do  not  mean  to  speak  in 
this  sense,  as  though  it  were  an  automatic  process.  The  victory  of  the  class-war 
prisoners  is  possible  only  when  they  are  inseparably  united  with  the  living  labor 
movement  and  when  that  movement  claims  them  for  its  own,  takes  up  their  battle  cry 
and  carries  on  their  work. 

— James  P.  Cannon,  “The  Cause  That  Passes  Through  a Prison," 

Labor  Defender  (September  1926) 
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Jailed 
Steelworker 
Bob  Buck 
refused  to 
fink  on  union; 

shown  here 
with  his  baby 
daughter. 


have  rather  spent  three  years  in  prison 
myself  than  to  see  him  wear  a wire  into 
a union  hall." 

Mrs.  Buck  described  how  the  feds 
invaded  their  home  and,  brandishing  a 
gun,  kept  her  and  her  husband  in  Buck’s 
bedroom  as  they  rifled  through  his 
personal  belongings,  including  pictures 
of  his  young  daughter.  For  sheer  spite 
they  confiscated  Buck’s  pickup  truck, 
and  15  months  later  they  still  haven’t 
returned  it. 

Buck  told  us  how  the  state’s  response 
to  the  struggle  at  Ravenswood  has 
firmed  his  resolve:  “When  they  threw 
us  out  of  that  plant,  I thought  in  a 
few  days,  we’ll  go  to  court,  the  state 
cops  and  everybody  would  come  down 
here  and  straighten  this  out.  They 
showed  up  all  right,  but  to  what?  To 
escort  the  scabs.  Maybe  I never  noticed 
these  things  before.  I spent  six  years 
in  the  military  and  it  was  all  ‘USA 
all  the  way'  and  everything,  but  there’s 
a lot  of  these  things  you  just  don’t  hear 
about.  They  may  be  our  government, 
but  they  don't  always  look  out  for  us 


as  much  as  they  look  out  for  where 
the  big  money  and  campaign  contribu- 
tions are.” 

"They  want  to  come  and  bust  a union 
hall.  I think  anybody  that  stands  up  to 
them  scares  them.  They  see  an  outfit  like 
our  group  there,  old  men,  old  women, 
young  women,  young  men  and  every- 
thing standing  up  to  them,  I think  it 
scares  them.  Anybody  that  steps  out  of 
line  or  opens  their  mouth  too  much, 
they’ve  got  a place  for  them  right  here 
at  Hinton." 

By  refusing  to  wear  a wire.  Buck  did 
a great  service  for  the  entire  labor  move- 
ment. The  fight  for  Bob  Buck’s  freedom 
must  be  the  fight  of  the  entire  labor 
movement.  When  the  PATCO  air  con- 
trollers union  leaders  were  marched  off 
to  prison  in  chains  in  1981,  and  the  labor 
tops  did  nothing,  it  ushered  in  an  era 
of  defeats.  Strikebreaking  injunctions, 
labor  frame-ups.  armed  mercenaries 
from  outfits  like  Vance  security,  and  an 
arsenal  of  legal  weapons  recall  the  late 
1800s,  when  the  mines  and  plants  were 
patrolled  by  private  armies,  and  strikes 


Black  Lawyer  Barred- 
Racist  “Dress  Code” 
in  D.C.  Court 


The  following  protest  letter  was  sent 
by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  on 
June  24: 

District  of  Columbia  Court  of  Appeals 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sirs: 

We  are  writing  to  protest  the  unprec- 
edented action  of  Judge  Robert  Scott 
in  dismissing  attorney  John  T.  Harvey 
from  his  courtroom  for  wearing  a kente 
cloth.  It  was  an  outrageous  expression 
of  bigoted  contempt  for  the  jurors  for 
Judge  Scott  to  claim  the  kente  cloth 
would  prompt  them  to  automatically 
sympathize  with  Mr.  Harvey’s  client.  It 
is  also  a racist  recipe  for  excluding 
blacks  from  future  juries. 

In  addition  to  the  racist  contempt  of 
this  judge,  his  action  was  blatantly 
unlawful — violating  the  right  of  Mr. 
Harvey’s  client  to  the  attorney  of  his 
choice,  and  violative  of  the  separation 
of  church  and  state  codified  in  the  First 
Amendment.  As  legal  commentators 
have  pointed  out  there  have  been  no 
like  proscriptions  against  wearing  a yar- 
mulke  or  cross  in  court — not  to  mention 
the  Brooks  Brothers  suit.  Cardin  tie, 
Lloyd  & Haig  shoes  and  Rolex  watch 
which  appear  to  be  the  U.S.  legal  sys- 
tem’s version  of  the  powdered  wig. 

What  ruffles  this  judge’s  feathers  is 
this  gesture  of  solidarity  expressed  by 
Mr.  Harvey  with  oppressed  blacks  across 
the  country  as  well  as  in  his  courtroom. 
The  acquittal  of  the  officers  who  beat 
black  motorist  Rodney  King  was  a re- 
affirmation of  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Taney's  decision  in  the  Dred  Scott  case 
135  years  ago  that  blacks  "had  no  rights 
which  the  white  man  was  bound  to 


Berg/NY  Times 

D.C.  attorney  John  T.  Harvey  wearing 
African  kente  cloth  shawl. 

respect."  And  as  Judge  Robert  Scott 
demonstrated,  that  holds  true  as  much 
for  Mr.  Harvey,  an  "officer  of  the  court,” 
as  it  does  for  the  85  percent  of  the  black 
men  in  the  nation’s  capital  who,  mired 
in  a life  of  enforced  ghettoization  and 
poverty,  sooner  or  later  pass  through  the 
criminal  “justice"  system. 

We  demand  that  Mr.  Harvey’s  dis- 
missal be  lifted. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Paul  Cooperstein 
for  the  PDC 
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Ravenswood  Strikers 
Beat  Back  Union-Busters 


were  branded  as  "criminal  conspiracies.” 

They’ve  added  another  deadly  weapon 
to  the  legal  arsenal— RICO  conspiracy 
laws.  Like  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Act 
of  1890,  which  was  first  used  not  against 
trusts  but  against  unions,  the  RICO  laws 
enacted  under  the  pretext  of  fighting 
“organized  crime"  have  been  a govern- 
ment dagger  aimed  at  the  heart  of  the 
organized  labor  movement.  With  the 
help  of  "reform"  groups  like  the  Team- 
sters for  a Democratic  Union,  the  feds 
have  used  RICO  to  place  the  powerful 
Teamsters  union  under  government 
"trusteeship." 

Mine  Workers,  Longshoremen,  Labor- 
ers and  Hotel  Workers  are  just  some  of 
the  unions  to  feel  the  RICO  sting.  And 
under  the  threat  of  civil  RICO  suits,  fines 
and  seizure  of  union  assets,  the  union 
tops  have  let  militant  fighters  like  Bob 
Buck  swing  in  the  wind  rather  than  come 
to  their  defense.  This  is  the  “legality” 
honored  by  union  officials  who  shun  the 
weapons  that  built  the  unions — plant 
occupations,  picket  lines  that  mean  you 
better  not  cross,  and  solidarity  strikes. 

The  police-state  RICO  laws  have  been 
used  against  anyone  or  anything  the 
government  doesn’t  like — from  black 
activists  like  Mutulu  Shakur,  to  the  New 
Leftist  Ohio  7,  to  adult  bookstores  in  the 
Midwest.  Like  the  old  IWW  slogan  said. 
“An  injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all.” 
Labor  must  use  the  power  it  still  has 
to  beat  back  this  new  union-busting 
tool.  For  hard  class  struggle  to  defeat 
anti-labor  repression — the  only  “illegal" 
strike  is  one  that  loses! 

In  a message  for  his  union  brothers 
and  sisters.  Buck  told  the  PDC,  "We  got 
to  stick  together.  You  can’t  let  one  person 
take  the  fall  by  themselves.  I could  have 
possibly  got  out  of  this  mess  by  putting 
someone  else  in  it.  But  I wasn’t  willing 
to  do  that.  We've  got  to  stand  together 
on  all  of  this,  and  not  let  them  scare  us 
and  bully  us  into  taking  whatever  we're 
offered,  or  working  unsafely  or  what- 
ever, just  to  appease  the  company  or  the 
federal  officials." 

The  USWA  tops  abandoned  Buck  as 
his  union  brothers  return  to  work.  Four- 
teen members  of  Local  5668  faced 
charges  stemming  from  this  labor  battle, 
but  under  the  contract  negotiated  by  the 
union  bureaucracy  Buck  will  not  get  his 
job  back. 

At  a May  16  rally  of  2,000  locked-out 
RAC  workers,  a Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee representative  called  for  labor 
defense  of  imprisoned  unjon  brothers. 
The  PDC  has  added  Bob  Buck  to  the  list 
of  class-war  prisoners  to  whom  we  send 
stipends.  It  was  people  like  Bob  Buck 
who  built  the  Steelworkers  and  every 
other  union  in  this  country.  Free  Bob 
Buck!  (Send  messages  of  solidarity  to 
Robert  Buck  03314-088,  P.O.  Box  200, 
Hinton,  OK  73047.) 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  continue 
to  support  and  build  the  PDC.  Become 
a monthly  sustaining  contributor.  Send 
a donation  of  $5  or  more  and  receive  a 
subscription  to  Class-Struggle  Defense 
Notes.  For  a single  copy  send  $1  to: 
Partisan  Defense  Committee.  Box  99. 
Canal  St.  Sta.,  New  York,  NY  10013  ■ 


Correction 

Comrade  Eibhlin  writes  us  con- 
cerning an  error  in  the  article  “Fam- 
ily Values  are  Killing  Youth,"  WV 
No.  554  (26  June): 

“The  (ex-)  Bishop  of  Galway  is 
Eamonn  Casey,  not  Eamonn  Murphy 
as  the  article  states.  Comrades  in 
the  Dublin  Spartacist  Youth  Group 
reported  that  T-shirts  appeared  in 
Dublin  during  the  Casey  scandal, 
advertising  condoms  with  the  slo- 
gan, ‘Wear  a condom,  just  in  Casey!’ 
As  some  wit  on  British  television 
put  it,  the  good  Bishop  will  now  go 
on  to  take  up  a missionary  position 
in  Latin  America.” 


Two  hours  after  the  last  of  the  scabs 
left  the  Ravenswood  Aluminum  Corpo- 
ration (RAC)  plant  in  West  Virginia  on 
June  29,  the  members  of  United  Steel- 
workers (USWA)  Local  5668  reclaimed 
their  jobs.  They  had  fought  a brutal  20- 
month  battle  of  attrition  with  RAC  and 
metals  tycoon  Marc  Rich.  The  wife  of  a 
Local  5668  member  proudly  told  the  Par- 
kersburg News,  "We’ve  showed  that  com- 
pany that  people  all  across  the  country 
are  willing  to  fight  union-busting  com- 
panies like  Ravenswood  Aluminum.” 
Workers  had  endured  the  long  lockout 
and  defended  their  union.  They  approved 
the  final  contract  by  a margin  of  1,287 
to  181,  but  they  are  also  angry.  Under 
the  agreement  hiring  "preference"  is 
given  to  the  hated  scabs  who  holed  up 
in  “Fort  RAC."  Over  100  have  already 
been  hired,  while  RAC  uses  physicals 
to  screen  out  unionists.  Militants  are 
being  provoked  and  disciplined.  The 
final  contract  also  gives  RAC  “flexibil- 
ity" in  job  descriptions  and  work  rules 
that  will  mean  fewer,  and  more  danger- 
ous, jobs.  The  USWA  bureaucracy  and 
RAC  rushed  to  settlement,  as  an  NLRB 
law  judge  conveniently  held  back  a rul- 
ing which  could  have  cost  the  company 
$70  million  in  back  pay. 

Outrage 

Dominican  Community 
Explodes 

JULY  7 — New  York’s  Dominican  com- 
munity has  exploded  in  two  nights  of 
angry  rioting  over  the  police  execution- 
killing of  Jose  Garcia  on  July  3.  Garcia 
was  shot  at  pointblank  range  in  the  lobby 
of  an  apartment  building  on  1 62nd  Street 
in  the  Washington  Heights  neighborhood 
of  upper  Manhattan.  Then  as  protesters 
were  in  the  streets  last  night  word  spread 
of  another  NYFD  killing  of  a Domini- 
can man.  The  cops  claimed  they  chased 
Dagoberto  Pichardo  to  the  roof  of  his 
building  where  he  "jumped”  to  his  death. 
But  an  eyewitness  saw  the  cops  push 
Dagoberto  off  the  ledge. 

Today,  over  1 .000  people,  surrounded 
by  a police  army  in  riot  gear,  marched 
on  the  killer  cops’  lair  at  the  34th  Pre- 
cinct chanting  "jPolicia  asesino!"  A 
Spartacist  League  contingent  raised 
signs  calling  to  "Mobilize  the  power  of 
labor  to  stop  racist  attacks!"  “For  labor/ 
black/Hispanic  defense  against  racist 
cop  terror!”  "Full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  foreign-bom  workers!  Jobs  for  all!" 
and  “jJose  Garcia  presenter 
Two  months  after  the  L.A.  riots,  NYC 
rulers  are  in  a “security”  frenzy  over  the 
Democratic  Convention  which  opens  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  on  July  13.  The 
city  is  seething  with  the  anger  of  minor- 
ity victims  of  police  violence,  and  abor- 
tion rights  activists  warding  off  attacks 
by  clinic  besiegers.  Meanwhile,  cop  hel- 
icopters are  buzzing  rooftops  and  police 
phalanxes  patrolling  upper  Broadway. 
“Napalm  the  ’Hood”  headlined  the  New 
York  Post  (6  July),  "reporting"  a police 
radio  message  Saturday. 

The  killing  of  Josd  Garcia  was  a 
cold-blooded  execution.  Cop  Michael 
O’Keefe  grabbed  Garcia  outside  the 
apartment  building,  dragged  him  into  the 
lobby,  slammed  him  with  a police  radio, 
then  shot  him  in  the  back  and  in  the 
front.  On  Spanish-language  TV,  Mayor 
Dinkins  revealed  that  the  front  wound 
"appeared  to  be  a contact  wound” — i.e.. 


Criminally,  the  USWA  tops  also  bar- 
gained away  the  job  of  jailed  striker  Bob 
Buck.  Workers  like  Buck  were  the  back- 
bone of  the  strike.  As  one  union  sup- 
porter wrote  in  thanking  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  for  a donation  to  a 
fund  for  Buck,  "He  had  the  courage 
not  to  wear  a bug  and  try  to  trap  his 
co-workers.  It  didn’t  take  courage  for 
the  rat  that  squealed.”  Twelve  other 
unionists  who  were  fired  for  picket  line 
activity  will  come  back  to  work,  but  the 
settlement  explicitly  deals  away  Buck’s 
job.  Local  5668  members,  and  all  labor, 
must  not  forget  men  like  Bob  Buck. 

In  announcing  the  contract  vote. 
USWA  International  VP  George  Baker 
told  the  strikers,  "you’ve  had  19  months 
of  putting  up  with  a lot  of  crap  that  wasn't 
necessary  and  you  won."  But  what  was 
"unnecessary"  was  that  it  took  20  months 
to  win  this  class  battle.  Sure,  the  Inter- 
national sent  in  strike  support  funds,  and 
thousands  of  other  unionists  sent  support. 
But  from  the  time  RAC  locked  the  gates 
and  implemented  their  plan  to  smash 
the  union,  the  Steelworkers  bureaucracy 
played  by  the  bosses’  rules. 

Coal  miners  in  West  Virginia  have 
shown  the  rest  of  labor  plenty  of  times 
what  to  do  with  slave-labor  laws  like 

Over  NYPD 


the  cop  put  the  barrel  of  his  pistol  up  to 
Garcia’s  abdomen  and  pulled  the  trigger. 

O’Keefe  was  a plainclothes  narc  squad 
cop  who  operated  out  of  the  notorious 
34th  Precinct,  one  of  ten  NYPD  pre- 
cincts now  under  federal  investigation 
for  corruption.  He  was  part  of  the  “Local 
Motion"  team  that  roamed  the  neighbor- 
hood beating  up  and  terrorizing  resi- 
dents. Deputy  Police  Commissioner 
Raymond  Kelly  praised  O’Keefe  as  an 
"aggressive  cop."  Justifying  shooting 
people  like  Garcia  first  and  asking  ques- 
tions later,  Kelly  said:  “You  don’t  want 
to  chase  them  down  the  street,  they  usu- 
ally run  faster  than  you"  ( New  York 
Times,  7 July). 

City  Council  member  Guillermo 
Linares  told  the  press  that  just  20  min- 
utes before  Garcia  was  shot.  O’Keefe 
had  been  involved  in  a drug  shakedown, 
where  the  cops  beat  up  a drug  dealer, 
confiscated  $2,000,  three  pounds  of 
cocaine  and  two  handguns,  one  of  them 
a .38  caliber  weapon.  Conveniently,  the 
police  "found"  a .38  handgun  next  to 
Garcia’s  dead  body. 

There  are  now  more  than  500,000 
immigrants  in  New  York  City  from 
the  Dominican  Republic,  where  IMF- 
imposed  "austerity"  has  brought  the  pop- 
ulation to  the  point  of  starvation.  The 
Dominican  community  in  upper  Manhat- 
tan is  one  of  the  fastest  growing,  most 


Taft-Hartley.  But  the  USWA  tops  just 
bowed  to  the  “secondary  boycott"  laws, 
and  never  called  on  bargemen  to  choke 
off  the  aluminum  ore  being  shipped  up 
the  Ohio  River.  USWA  can  workers  and 
Teamster  brewery  workers  were  never 
called  on  to  refuse  to  handle  RAC  alu- 
minum. Instead,  the  labor  fakers  pleaded 
with  the  brewing  companies  to  drop  RAC 
aluminum  and  relied  on  a campaign  to 
scandalize  Marc  Rich  in  international 
banking  circles.  Tax  evader  Rich,  who 
may  be  trying  to  cut  a deal  with  the  Justice 
Department  to  slither  back  into  the  coun- 
try, finally  gave  in.  But  the  bowing  and 
scraping  of  the  union  tops  to  capitalist 
“law  and  order”  cost  the  courageous 
Ravenswood  workers  20  hard  months — 
and  cost  Bob  Buck  his  job. 

True  to  form,  the  lesson  that  the  labor 
lieutenants  of  capital  draw  from  RAC 
is... more  reliance  on  the  bosses’  state. 
The  AFL-CIO  traitors  are  so  desperate 
in  begging  for  a "striker  replacement" 
bill  that  Lane  Kirkland  supported  an 
amendment  that  would  have  subjected 
all  labor  disputes  to  arbitration!  The  real 
lesson  is  the  urgent  need  to  forge  a rev- 
olutionary party  and  class-struggle  lead- 
ership that  will  stop  begging  and  mobi- 
lize workers  in  a fight  for  power,  m 

Murders 


politically  active  Hispanic  neighbor- 
hoods in  the  city.  And  they  are  a partic- 
ular target  of  the  racist  cops,  from  the 
narcs  to  beat  cops  to  the  INS  immigra- 
tion police,  all  of  whom  regularly  shake 
down  bodega  owners. 

Meanwhile,  the  cops  have  declared 
open  season  on  Hispanics  in  New  York. 
More  than  30  Latin  men  have  been 
gunned  down  by  the  police  since  early 
1990.  Their  names  are  familiar  to  WV 
readers:  David  Cotto.  Jose  Luis  Lebron. 
Hector  Rivera,  Federico  Pereira.  Tomas 
Vizueta.  Juan  Rodriguez,  Andrew  Gon- 
zalez. Jose  Uviles  and  Gabino  Figueroa 
are  two  recent  victims  gunned  down  by 
the  NYPD  in  the  last  two  months.  And 
now  Jose  “Kiko”  Garcia  and  Dagoberto 
Pichardo  must  be  added  to  this  list. 

Black  "Democratic  Socialist"  mayor 
Dinkins  sits  atop  the  New  York  City 
powder  keg.  trying  to  balance  between 
the  minorities  and  the  cops  while  pre- 
siding over  massive  budget  cuts  and 
police  terror.  What  better  proof  that  the 
Democratic  Party  "popular  front"  means 
the  murder  of  Hispanics  and  blacks.  The 
labor  movement,  with  its  heavy  compo- 
nent of  black  and  Hispanic  unionists, 
must  take  the  lead  in  defending  the 
beleaguered  ghettos  and  barrios.  Break 
with  the  Democrats,  build  an  internation- 
alist workers  party  to  Fight  for  socialist 
revolution!  ■ 
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Protesters  in  Washington  Heights  rally  outside  building  where  Jose  Garcia  was 
gunned  down. 
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German 


Spartakist  photos 


Our  comrades  ripped  down  swastika  flag  from  wall  near  Brandenburg  Gate  in  Berlin,  unfurling  red  banner  proclaiming,  “The  Red  Army  Smashed  the  Nazi  Regime!" 


BERLIN — On  June  23,  supporters  of 
the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  (SpAD) 
and  the  Committee  for  Social  Defense 
tore  down  a huge  Nazi  flag  which  had 
been  mounted  high  on  a wall  near  the 
Brandenburg  Gate.  With  this  act.  our 
comrades  put  an  end  to  a revolting  prov- 
ocation. to  which  thousands  of  Berliners 
and  tourists  who  daily  pass  by  the  Bran- 
denburg Gate  were  exposed.  Displaying 
the  fascist  flag  was  a direct  threat  against 
survivors  of  the  Nazi  terror  regime  and 
an  offense  to  all  decent  people. 

Werner  Brand,  a spokesman  for  the 
Committee,  said,  “We  won’t  tolerate  this! 
The  swastika  stands  for  the  gruesome 
murder  of  six  million  Jews,  of  Roma  and 
Sinti  (Gypsies),  homosexuals  and  other 
minorities,  of  Communists  and  all  anti- 
fascists. Recently  it  brought  death  to 
Mete  Eksi,  Nguyen  Van  Tu  and  Torsten 
Lamprecht,"  immigrant  workers  and  a 
German  youth  who  have  been  murdered 
by  rampaging  Nazi/skinhead  killers. 

The  Nazi  flag,  with  a giant  swastika 
emblazoned  dead  center,  had  been  hung 
from  the  fourth  floor  of  the  gallery  on 
Pariser  Platz,  housing  the  former  East 
German  Academy  of  Art.  on  the  famous 
promenade  of  Unter  den  Linden.  This 
swastika  flag  was  part  of  a so-called 
“historical  exhibition”  of  all  the  flags  of 
the  German  Reich  since  the  time  of  the 
Kaiser.  Since  the  exhibit  was  mounted 
in  May,  people  passing  near  the  Bran- 
denburg Gate  could  be  observed  stand- 
ing stock-still,  necks  craned  as  they 
gazed  upward  at  this  “exhibit"  in  horror 
and  disbelief. 

But  after  4:30  p.m.  on  June  23,  there 
was  no  swastika  hanging  near  the  Bran- 
denburg Gate.  Spartakist  Toralf  Endru- 
weit  and  his  comrades  climbed  out  on 
the  roof  of  a crumbling  neighboring 
building,  where  Endruweit  leaned  over 
the  edge  wielding  a long  metal  device 
to  rip  down  the  flag.  The  swastika  flag 
fell  to  the  applause  of  those  gathered 
before  the  gallery.  Shortly  afterwards,  a 
Spartakist  banner  was  unfurled  from  the 


roof  with  the  words.  “The  Red  Army 
Smashed  the  Nazi  Regime.” 

A representative  of  the  gallery  tried 
to  "save"  the  Nazi  flag  as  it  fell  to  the 
ground,  but  anti-fascists  seized  this 
bloody  symbol  of  genocide  and  burned 
it  on  the  spot.  The  functionary  then 
rushed  off  to  summon  police,  on  traffic 
duty  at  the  Brandenburg  Gate,  who  duti- 
fully came  over  and  took  four  people 
into  custody,  holding  them  in  a police 


van.  Those  detained  were:  Werner 

Brand;  Ronald  Kruger  (photographer  for 
the  newspaper  Spartakist):  Renate  Dahl- 
haus  and  Toralf  Endruweit  (Spartakist 
spokesmen  at  the  mammoth  anti-fascist 
rally  in  Treptow  in  January  1990  and 
candidates  for  the  SpAD  in  the  last 
Bundestag  elections) 

As  the  four  were  held  captive,  a crowd 
gathered  around  the  police  van  and 


an  energetic  protest  ensued.  Passers- 
by  from  various  countries,  immigrants 
hawking  items  near  the  Brandenburg 
Gate  who  were  angry  over  working  in 
the  shadow  of  the  swastika  flag,  as  well 
as  supporters  of  the  Kurdish  Workers 
Party,  chanted.  “One.  two,  three — Let 
them  go  free!"  Under  their  protests,  the 
anti-fascists  were  released. 

In  1945  the  Soviet  Army  smashed 
the  Hitler  regime,  liberating  Europe 


from  fascist  terror.  Twenty-seven  million 
Soviet  citizens  lost  their  lives  in  the 
struggle  against  the  Nazis  before  the  vic- 
torious Red  Army  could  hoist  the  red 
flag  on  the  Reichstag  as  a symbol  of 
liberation.  In  the  East  German  deformed 
workers  state,  the  DDR.  the  swastika 
system  was  destroyed.  Berlin  is  a work- 
ers’ city  with  deep  anti-fascist  roots. 
When  in  January  1990  the  Spartakists 
initiated  a rally  against  Nazi  desecration 
of  the  Soviet  memorial  in  Treptow.  and 
the  SED  (former  Stalinist  ruling  party, 
now  the  PDSi  took  up  this  call,  a quarter 
ot  a million  working  people  came  to 
express  their  outrage  and  their  protest 
With  the  social-democratic  SPD  act- 
ing as  the  Trojan  horse  of  counterrevo- 
lution and  the  SED-PDS  selling  out  the 
DDR  the  Spartakists  uniquely  opposed 
capitalist  reunification  of  Germany.  Its 
aftermath  has  brought  unemployment  for 
millions,  an  assault  on  women's  rights 
and  a rise  in  rightist  attacks.  Now  the 
bourgeoisie  of  Auschwitz  is  reaching  out 
toward  rule  over  Europe.  As  they  do  so, 
their  minions  in  the  SPD  are  leading  the 
anti-Commumst  witchhunt  Meanwhile, 
the  infamous  Gustav  Just,  the  murderer 
of  Jews  when  he  was  in  a Wehrmacht 
death  squad,  is  a prominent  member  of 
the  SPD' 


The  Fourth  Reich  wants  to  rehabilitate 
the  Third.  They  won  American  imperi- 
alist backing  in  1985  w'ilh  Helmut  Kohl 
and  Ronald  Reagan's  obscene  obeisance 
before  SS  graves  in  Bitburg.  On  9 
November  1991.  the  anniversary  of  the 
fascist  Kristallnacht  pogrom,  the  Nazis 
staged  a parade  in  the  East  German 
industrial  city  of  Halle.  There,  and  again 
with  the  provocative  appearance  of  for- 
mer SS  man  Schonhuber.  Fiihrer  of  the 
fascist  Republikaner,  in  Berlin’s  Alexan- 
derplatz  on  May  21,  the  Nazis  were  pro- 
tected by  a massive  police  mobilization. 

Seeking  vengeance  for  the  victory  of 
the  Red  Army,  German  imperialism  has 
put  Erich  Mielke,  former  head  of  DDR 
slate  security  (the  Stasi),  on  trial  on 
charges  stemming  from  the  Nazi  period. 
And  in  the  SPD-govemed  city  of  Ham- 
burg, the  anti-fascist  Gerhard  Bogelein 
was  condemned  to  life  imprisonment  for 
supposedly  having  brought  to  justice  in 
a Soviet  POW  camp  a notorious  Nazi 
hanging  judge.  The  Spartakists  demand 
freedom  for  Mielke.  immediate  release 
of  Bogelein,  and  hands  off  Erich 
Honecker,  the  former  head  of  the  DDR, 
who  was  jailed  for  ten  years  in  the  Third 
Reich  and  is  now  a "wanted  man"  in  the 
Fourth  Reich! 

The  Christian  Democratic  party  of 
Helmut  Kohl  and  the  SPD  prepare  the 
soil  for  the  fascists  with  their  mass 
deportations  of  asylum  seekers  and 
immigrant  workers.  Meanwhile,  the  PDS 
makes  the  pages  of  Neues  Deutschland 
available  to  SS  Schonhuber  to  spew  out 
his  racist  hate-mongering.  The  SpAD 
calls  on  the  workers  movement  to  defend 
the  right  to  asylum  and  fight  for  full  cit- 
izenship rights  for  immigrants.  To  drive 
the  murderous  bands  of  Nazis  back  into 
their  holes,  what  is  needed  are  mobi- 
lizations of  workers/immigrants.  who 
showed  their  will  to  fight  in  both  Wesi 
and  East  in  the  recent  public  workers 
strike. 

The  Spartakists'  act  of  taking  down 
the  Nazi  flag  was  welcomed  by  man' 
Berliners,  particularly  among  immigrant 
communities.  In  several  cafes  and  loca 
gathering  spots,  photos  of  the  swastik 
being  torn  down  are  on  display.  As  Tora 
Endruweit  stated,  “We  know  w-hai  tlu 
swastika  means  and  how  we  have  n 
deal  with  it.  Today  we  are  also  hono 
ing  in  a modest  way  the  heroic  Jewis. 
Communist  Herbert  Baum  (who  led  ai 
underground  resistance  group  in  Hillei 
Berlin).  To  eliminate  the  fascists  ones, 
and  for  all  we  need  a workers  revolu- 
tion that  will  avenge  the  victims  of  the 
Nazi  Holocaust.  This  is  what  the  Spa 
takist  Workers  Party  fights  for.  And  our 
comrades  of  the  International  Commu 
nisi  League  (Fourth  Internationalist!  are 
fighting  against  Yeltsin  s counterrevo- 
lution, to  win  back  political  power  tor 
the  Soviet  workers  and  re-establish  the 
country  of  the  October  Revolution  as  the 
vanguard  of  the  world  revolution.  * 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Washington  Lies  on  Vincennes  Massacre 


Four  years  after  the  fact,  and  four 
months  before  the  U.S.  presidential 
election,  an  influential  section  of  the 
American  media  has  decided  to  tell 
(part  of)  the  story  about  the  deliberate 
shootdown  of  an  Iranian  Airbus  by 
the  USS  Vincennes.  After  an  extensive 
joint  investigation,  ABC  News  Night- 
line  (I  July)  and  Newsweek  (13  July) 
blew  apart  the  Washington  cover-up. 
Newsweek  headlined  it  “Sea  of  Lies." 
Nightline  host  Ted  Koppel  called  the 
U.S.  story  of  "self-defense"  from  Iranian 
attack  "a  tissue  of  lies,  fabrications,  half- 
truths  and  omissions."  They  term  the 
3 July  1988  downing  of  a civilian  air- 
liner which  killed  290  innocent  people, 
including  66  children,  a “tragic  blunder." 
But  as  they  exhaustively  and  conclu- 
sively document,  this  was  the  result  of 
a U.S.  provocation  and  part  of  the  Rea- 
gan/Bush policy  of  covert  support  for 
Baghdad  against  Teheran  in  the  squalid, 
decade-long  Iran/Iraq  War. 

Of  course,  you  didn't  have  to  wait 
until  now  to  find  this  out.  We  said  as 
much  at  the  time.  Workers  Vanguard  No. 
457  (15  July  1988)  headlined  “Massacre 


You  Read  It  Here 
In  1988 


WORKERS  VMGVORB 

U.S.  Warship  Kills  290  Airline  Passengers 


Massacre  in 
the  Persian  Gulf 


We  said  it  at  the  time:  shoot- 
down  of  Iranian  civilian  airbus 
was  official  U.S.  murder. 


in  the  Persian  Gulf.”  In  response  to 
Republican  and  Democratic  claims  that 
the  American  warship  had  the  right  to 
defend  itself,  we  asked:  "So  what  the 
hell  was  the  U.S.  doing  there  in  the  first 
place?  It  is.  after  all,  the  Persian  Gulf." 
Today  Ted  Koppel  intones,  "Govern- 
ments lie;  they  do  it  all  the  time.”  But 
not  just  the  government.  As  we  wrote 
back  then:  “The  capitalist  media  snapped 
to  attention,  retailing  the  government's 
lies,  as  the  war  criminals  in  Washington 
draped  themselves  in  a blood-drenched 
Stars  and  Stripes  for  the  Fourth  of  July." 
And  so  they  did  once  again  in  1991, 
regurgitating  Pentagon  war  propaganda 
in  U.S.  imperialism’s  wanton  "Desert 
Slaughter"  against  Iraq. 

Still,  it  is  useful  when  the  curtain 
of  lies  is  lifted,  even  just  a bit.  In  his 
hard-hitting  broadcast,  Koppel  takes  the 
audience  step  by  step  through  the  U.S. 
version  as  presented  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Admiral  Wil- 
liam Crowe.  Correcting  each  lie  as  it  was 
spoken  by  Crowe,  Koppel  notes: 

• The  plane  was  not  “outside”  its  pre- 
scribed route  but  was  "flying  well  within 
the  commercial  air  corridor." 

• The  plane  did  not  head  “directly 
for  Vincennes"  but  was  "actually  turn- 
ing slowly  away  from"  the  ship. 

• The  plane  did  not  emit  “electronic 
indications"  of  an  F-14  but  rather  "its 
correct  transponder  signal  identifying  it 
as  a commercial  aircraft." 

• The  plane  was  not  "decreasing  in 
altitude  as  it  neared  the  ship"  but  rather 
"had  been  steadily  climbing  from  liftoff 


Nightline/Newsweek  Spill 
(Some  of)  the  Beans,  Finally 


and  was  still  gaining  altitude  at  the  time 
of  the  missile  impact." 

This  is  indisputable,  as  Koppel  adds: 
"We  know  all  these  things  now  because 
the  information  was  later  retrieved 
through  a detailed  analysis  of  a tape 
made  by  the  USS  Vincennes'  own  Aegis 
radar  tracking  system." 

The  program  quotes  President  Rea- 
gan saying  that  “the  USS  Vincennes 
and  the  USS  Elmer  Montgomery  were 
operating  in  international  waters."  But 
Koppel  produces  Admiral  Crowe,  now 
retired,  admitting  under  prodding  that 
the  Vincennes  “was  in  Iran’s  territorial 
waters."  Indeed,  on  screen  we  see  actual 
footage  of  the  action  on  the  Vincennes 
during  the  shootdown.  and  hear  the 
ship’s  navigator  shout  out,  repeatedly, 
"we’re  about  9.3  miles  from  Qeshm 
Island,”  i.e.,  about  three  miles  inside  the 
12-mile  limit  of  Iranian  waters.  The  Ira- 
nians were  defending  themselves  against 
a U.S.  naval  provocation. 

The  Reagan/Bush  “party  line."  as  Kop- 
pel terms  it,  claimed  that  the  Vincennes 
mistakenly  shot  down  the  Iranian  Airbus 
because  it  had  gone  into  attack  mode 
answering  “distress  calls"  from  merchant 
ships  under  assault  by  Iranian  gunboats. 
One  was  a Pakistani  ship,  but  it  wasn't 
attacked  and  didn't  request  aid.  Another 
was  called  the  Stovall,  but  as  it  turns 
out.  this  was  a fictitious  ship,  a decoy — 
likely  a radar  blip  created  by  patrol  boats 
lined  up  to  mimic  an  oil  tanker  profile. 
Former  Marine  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Roger  Charles,  who  advised  ABC  News’ 
investigation,  summed  up: 

"What  we  know,  beyond  any  doubt,  is 
that  there  was  a provocation,  that  the 
United  States  forces  enticed,  in  fact, 
entrapped  the  Iranian  gunboats  into  a 
situation  where  we  could  then  say 
that  there's  been  a hostile  action  by 
them,  .and  that  then  allowed,  under  this 
kind  of  specious  rule  of  loosened  hot  pur- 
suit, us  to  take  military  action.  . We 
attacked  the  gunboats." 

Charles  noted  that  “full  disclosure  of 
what  happened  with  the  Vincennes  would 
have  brought  about  the  disclosure  of  a 
secret  war,  the  United  States  as  an  active 
military  participant  on  the  side  of  the 
Iraqis,  fighting  the  Iranians."  An  honest 
probing  reporter  could  have  seen  much 
of  this  at  the  time.  So  why  the  belated 
“revelations"  now?  This  investigation 
by  Nightline/Newsweek  is  undoubtedly 
related  to  the  November  elections  and 
the  Democrats’  muckraking  over  Iran- 
gate/Iraqgate.  (Democratic  Representa- 
tive Henry  Gonzalez  is  seeking  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  independent  counsel  to 
“investigate  the  secret  American  buildup 
of  Iraq  before  the  Persian  Gulf  war.") 

Still,  what  they  dug  up  on  Bush  is 
stunning.  After  the  USS  Stark  was  hit 
by  Iraqi  missiles  in  1987,  killing  37  sail- 
ors, Reagan  vented  his  anger  on  Iran 
instead,  using  the  incident  to  step  up 
secret  aid  to  Iraq.  Koppel  relates:  "U.S. 
military  officers  were  stationed  in  Bagh- 
dad, initially  to  help  keep  Iraqi  planes 
from  hitting  any  more  U.S.  ships.  But 
the  end  result  was  that  the  United  States 
helped  Iraq  conduct  long-range  strikes 
against  key  Iranian  targets,  using  U.S. 
ships  as  navigational  aids. . .critical  tar- 
geting information  was  carried  to  the 
Iraqi  capital  on  a weekly  basis  by  U.S. 
military  personnel."  A senior  U.S.  officer 
was  quoted.  “We  became  forward  air 
controllers  for  the  Iraqi  air  force." 

“First  Casualty  of  War” 

While  the  American  media  were  toe- 
ing the  “party  line”  and  retailing  the 


Reagan/Bush  lies  about  firing  in  self- 
defense,  we  wrote: 

"By  any  standard  of  decency  and  moral- 
ity. the  captain  and  responsible  offi- 
cers of  the  Vincennes  should  be  facing 
a court-martial.  Instead,  they're  being 
treated  as  heroes.  Because  their  orders 
were  cut  right  at  the  lop:  shoot  first  and 
ask  questions  later.  Reagan's  cops  of  the 
world  are  subjecting  the  people  of  the 
Near  East  to  a grotesquely  magnified 
version  of  the  murderous  treatment  cops 
mete  out  to  racial  minorities  in  American 
ghettos." 

— WV  No.  457 

While  the  Congress  rallied  behind 
Reagan,  and  their  "left"  hangers-on  re- 
mained silent,  the  Spartacist  League 
joined  a protest  demonstration  with  signs 
including:  “Reagan,  Democrats:  Blood 
Is  on  Your  Hands!" 

The  media  were  willing  handmaidens 
of  the  bipartisan  anti-Soviet  war  drive, 
which  served  as  the  excuse  for  every 
kind  of  militarist  provocation,  from 
Libya  to  Grenada  to  the  Persian  Gulf. 
Only  now  that  Washington  is  claiming 
victory  in  the  Cold  War  are  they  willing 
to  reveal  some  of  their  lies.  Typically, 
the  New  York  Times  (2  July)  buried  its 
coverage  of  the  spectacular  Nightline 
revelations  in  the  inside  pages,  with  a 
doubting  headline,  “A  Challenge  to  U.S. 
Version  of  Downing  of  Iran  Airliner,” 
over  a small  article  which  printed  only 
a limited  part  of  the  hot  stuff  and  back- 
loaded  that. 

And  of  course,  they’re  all  still  wary 
of  the  most  dangerous  Reagan/Bush 
provocation — the  1983  KAL  007  affair, 
which  could  have  triggered  a nuclear 
World  War  III  (see  “KAL  007  Was  on 
Deadly  Spy  Mission,"  WV  No.  547,  20 
March  1992).  Reagan  and  the  imperialist 
media  screamed  murder  over  the  KAL 
downing,  even  though  they  knew  the 
Soviets  weren’t  aware  it  was  a civilian 
plane.  In  the  case  of  the  Iranian  Airbus, 
it  really  was  murder. 

The  Nightline/Newsweek  pieces  show 
what  serious  in-depth  reporting  can 
do,  when  there’s  the  will.  Koppel  notes 
that  “after  Vietnam  and  Watergate,”  it’s 
impossible  to  ignore  government  lying. 
Over  . Vietnam  and  Watergate  a myth 
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On  July  3.  1988,  an  Aserlcan 
worship  shot  down  im  Iranian 
airliner,  killing  290  civilians. 
This  is  the  true  story  of  how 
it  happened— and  how  the 
Pentagon  tried  to  cover  up 
the  tragic  blunder. 


Four  years  later,  liberal  media  blows 
Bush  out  of  the  water  with  expose  of 
Vincennes  provocation,  cover-up. 


was  created  of  crusading  journalists 
ferreting  out  the  truth.  But  in  reality 
the  critical  reporting  of  journalists 
reflected  splits  in  the  ruling  class.  Dem- 
ocrats went  dovish  on  Vietnam,  and  so 
you  began  seeing  David  Halberstam’s 
dispatches  contradicting  the  line  put  out 
by  the  U.S.  command  in  Saigon.  The 
capitalist  powers  that  be  decided  that 
Nixon  had  to  go,  "for  the  good  of  the 
country”  (i.e.,  the  stability  of  their  rule), 
and  so  the  Washington  Post  publishers — 
who  happen  to  own  Newsweek — printed 
the  stuff  dug  up  by  Woodward  and 
Bernstein. 

But  only  certain  truths  are  "Fit  to 
print”  for  the  ruling  class.  So  when 
Bush  launched  his  wanton  aerial  bom- 
bardment of  Iraq  last  year,  a cam- 
paign of  deliberate  mass  murder  worthy 
of  Hitler,  the  media  willingly  went 
along,  defaming  CNN’s  Peter  Amett 
for  reporting  the  truth  about  the  U.S. 
bombing  of  a baby  formula  plant;  claim- 
ing the  bombed  Amiriya  bomb  shelter 
was  a military  bunker;  refusing  to 
show  photos  of  the  carnage  on  the  “mile 
of  death"  along  the  highway  north  of 
Kuwait.  The  White  House  has  hands 
dripping  with  blood,  as  do  the  Democrats 
in  Congress  and  their  "Fourth  Estate" 
partners  in  crime.  The  truth,  as  they 
recognize,  is  a powerful  weapon  in  the 
hands  of  revolutionaries,  which  is  why 
they  suppress  it.  and  we  report  it.  From 
KAL  007  to  the  Vincennes,  it’s  no  acci- 
dent that  you  read  it  here  first.  ■ 
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Young  Spartacus 


The  Rap  Flap 


• Cops  Blame  Ice-T  for  L.A.  Riots 

• Clinton  Bids  for  Racist  Vote 


The  fallout  from  the  Los  Angeles 
riots  has  continued  to  define  the  U.S. 
political  landscape,  including  the  recent 
presidential  campaign  proxy  war  over 
rap  music  and  performers.  After  the 
racist  acquittal  of  the  L.A.  cops  who 
beat  Rodney  King,  the  nationwide  esca- 
lation in  police  marauding  has  meant 
a surge  of  violence  against  blacks  and 
Hispanics.  This  muscle-flexing  is  also 
reflected  in  the  cops'  campaign,  now 
being  championed  by  Bush  and  Quayle, 
against  "gangsta”  rapper  Ice-T  and 
his  band  Body  Count  for  their  hit  song 
“Cop  Killer.” 

Then  came  Democratic  Party  front- 
runner Bill  Clinton’s  widely  publicized 
denunciation  of  nationalist  demagogue 
"rapper”  Sister  Souljah  at  Jesse  Jack- 
son’s Rainbow  Coalition  conference, 
which  made  headlines  nationwide.  Pick- 
ing up  on  Souljah’s  “get  whitey”  remarks 
made  in  a Washington  Post  interview. 
Clinton  used  the  occasion  to  stage  a 
calculated  insult  to  Jackson  on  his  home 
turf.  Clinton’s  purpose  was  transparent: 
by  turning  Souljah  into  a new  “Willie 
Horton.”  he  was  appealing  for  the  white 
racist  vote. 

What’s  really  behind  all  the  claptrap 
about  rap  has  little  to  do  with  the  music, 
and  a whole  lot  to  do  with  the  two  cap- 
italist parties’  playing  up  to  racist  reac- 
tion in  an  election  year.  The  cops,  of 
course,  want  a license  to  kick  ass  in  the 
ghetto. 

The  hysteria  surrounding  Ice-T  has 
reached  ridiculous  levels.  Dan  Quayle 
gets  a standing  ovation  at  a National 
Sheriffs'  Association  gathering  for  call- 
ing the  rapper  "revolting."  Cops  try  to 
strong-arm  record  stores  to  boycott  the 
album,  to  pressure  Time-Wamer  (which 
owns  the  record  label)  to  drop  the  band, 
and  even  to  get  theaters  to  stop  showing 
Batman  Returns  because  Warner  Bros., 
its  production  company,  is  owned  by 
Time-Warner! 

Most  recently,  60  mostly  Republican 
Congressmen  signed  a letter  expressing 
"our  deep  sense  of  outrage"  over  Time- 
Warner’s  distribution  of  the  album.  The 
campaign  is  undoubtedly  having  a chill- 


MarkowitZ/Sygma Ciiiberl/Newsday 

Death  penalty  Democrat  Clinton  dumps  on  Jesse  Jackson,  seizes  on  “get  whitey"  remarks  by  “Sister  Souljah"  to  woo 
backlash  vote,  at  Rainbow  Coalition  conference  June  13. 


ing  effect:  last  week  it  was  revealed  that 
Time-Warner  had  caved  in  by  vetoing  an 
album  cover  depicting  a black  man 
ambushing  George  Bush  in  front  of  the 
Capitol. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  the  cops  have 
gone  on  the  warpath  to  try  to  intimidate 
black  musicians  they  don’t  like.  In  1988. 
when  Compton  rap  crew  NWA  came  out 
with  the  revenge  fantasy  “Fuck  Tha 
Police,"  the  FBI  wrote  threatening  letters 
to  NWA's  record  company,  and  cops 
around  the  country  shut  down  the 
group’s  concerts — causing  sales  of  the 
album  to  triple. 

The  racist  hypocrisy  of  this  latest  cam- 
paign is  so  obvious  even  the  New  York 
Times  (30  June)  noted  that  while  Bush 
intones,  "I  stand  against  those  who  use 
films  or  records  or  television  or  video 
games  to  glorify  killing  law  enforcement 
officers,"  one  of  his  biggest  boosters  is 
Arnold  “Terminator”  Schwarzenegger, 
whose  character  has  killed  and  maimed 
dozens  of  policemen.  In  Hollywood,  the 
trade  term  is  “body  count”  movies.  But 
Schwarzenegger  is,  after  all,  an  Aryan; 
Ice-T  and  NWA  are  black. 

What  riles  the  cops  is  that  rap  songs 
like  “Cop  Killer"  are  immensely  popular. 
Now  why  do  you  suppose  that  ghetto 


Roundup  of  black  youth  in  Los  Angeles  in  aftermath  of  riots  that  exploded  in 
outrage  at  acquittal  of  cops  who  brutally  beat  Rodney  King. 


youth  would  groove  on  a celebration  of 
cops  eating  lead?  This  is  just  fantasy; 
the  reality  is  killer  cops  emptying  their 
service  pistols  (and  “throwaway  guns") 
into  young  blacks,  killing  several  hun- 
dred a year. 

And  what  really  bugs  these  uniformed 
professional  killers  is  the  growing 
multiracial  hatred  of  the  cops,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  L.A.  riots.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons Ice-T’s  “Body  Count”  album  may 
have  been  targeted  is  that  it  is  a crossover 
attempt  to  reach  a white  audience:  a 
black  rap  star  singing  (OK,  screaming) 
with  a white  speed-metal  band.  Thanks 
in  part  to  the  reactionary  campaign,  it’s 
selling  like  hotcakes. 

Around  the  country,  cops  have  been 
shutting  down  rap  concerts  in  mid-song, 
beating  and  arresting  black  teenagers 
in  the  ensuing  chaos,  most  recently 
last  month  in  Boston  and  New  Jersey. 
The  reactionary  campaign  to  force  rap 
records  to  carry  “Parental  Advisory: 
Explicit  Lyrics"  warnings  has  picked  up 
steam,  with  a law  passed  in  Seattle 
threatening  arrest  of  store  owners  who 
sell  such  albums  to  kids. 

Sure,  lots  of  folks  (especially  older 
people,  black  and  white)  don’t  like  rap 
music.  But  “hard  core"  rap’s  angry  social 
commentary  speaks  to  the  experience  of 
young  blacks.  Moreover,  many  white 
kids  like  rap,  which  irks  mainstream  con- 
servatives and  liberals  no  end;  a partic- 
ularly stupid  Newsweek  (29  June)  cover 
article  sought  to  portray  them  as  self- 
haters. Yet  in  many  cases,  a big  reason 
is  they  go  to  schools  that  are  still  mar- 
ginally integrated,  where  they  have 
black  friends.  The  bipartisan  assault  on 
school  integration  seeks  to  undo  that. 

As  a way  of  commenting  on  events, 
accessible  to  even  the  poor  and  illiterate, 
there  is  a worldwide  tradition  of  trouba- 
dours composing  lyrics  about  current 
events.  There  are  reportedly  already  sev- 
eral Mexican  corridas  (popular  songs) 
dealing  with  the  L.A.  riots.  When  Ice-T 
says,  "My  life  is  violent,  but  violence  is 
life/Peace  is  a dream,  reality  is  a knife," 
a lot  of  black  youth  identify  with  it.  In 
fact,  it’s  one  of  the  few  things  many 
black  youth  listen  to.  But  rap  is  more 
than  just  passive  reflection. 

There  certainly  is  an  ugly  side  to 
the  “messages"  rap  conveys,  reflecting 
widespread  backward  attitudes  in  the 
ghettos,  where  anti-Semitism,  sexism. 


anti-homosexual  prejudice,  and  anti- 
Korean  racism  are  noxious  by-products 
of  oppression.  Thus  former  NWA  mem- 
ber Ice  Cube’s  new  album.  Death 
Certificate,  contains  an  anti-Korean 
threat  called  "Black  Korea,”  addressed 
to  Korean  shop  owners,  in  which  he 
warns,  “Pay  respect  to  the  black  fist/ 
Or  we’ll  bum  your  store  right  down 
to  a crisp.”  This  vile  racism  toward 
another  oppressed  group  can  only  serve 
the  oppressor. 

In  contrast,  Ice-T  recently  criticized 
his  earlier  putdowns  of  homosexuals, 
saying  that  to  be  consistent  in  defending 
freedom  of  expression,  he  had  to  support 
it  for  gays  as  well.  He  backed  this  up 
by  performing  at  an  AIDS  benefit.  And 
on  the  L.A.  upheaval  he  remarked,  "I 
just  hope  black  people  realize  it’s  more 
a poverty-versus-money  thing  than  a 
black-and-white  thing"  ( Rolling  Stone. 
25  June). 

Sister  Souljah  says  her  remark  quoted 
by  the  Washington  Post — “if  black  peo- 
ple kill  black  people  every  day,  why  not 
have  a week  and  kill  white  people” — was 
taken  out  of  context,  that  she  was  trying 
to  convey  the  view  of  gang  members,  or 
she  was  saying  that  whites  don’t  care 
about  blacks  killing  blacks  but  it  would 
be  different  if  whites  got  killed.  What- 
ever— Sister  Souljah’s  nationalist  pos- 
turing makes  all  white  people  the  enemy. 
Dead  wrong.  The  racist  capitalist  system 
is  the  enemy. 

Moreover,  while  fantasies  about  kill- 
ing cops  may  have  broad  appeal,  any 
attempt  to  carry  this  out  would  be 
stupidly  suicidal.  How  many  cops  were 
killed  in  the  L.A.  riots?  Zero.  So  what 
Sister  Souljah ’s  remarks  feed  into  is 
going  after  the  nearest  available  white 
person.  It  is  this  kind  of  false  conscious- 
ness which  led  to  the  horrific  beating  of 
white  trucker  Reginald  Denny  during  the 
L.A.  riots,  which  is  exactly  what  George 
Bush  and  Daryl  Gates  wanted. 

In  a more  general  way,  no  matter 
how  offensive  or  misguided  people  may 
find  particular  songs,  they  are  suppos- 
edly protected  under  First  Amendment 
free  speech  provisions.  But  when  Dan 
Quayle  cynically  cites  the  First  Amend- 
ment, which  he  would  dearly  love  to 
abolish,  it’s  because  he’s  more  interested 
in  promoting  racist  attacks  by  going  after 
“PC"  bans  on  "hate  speech.” 

As  we  wrote  two  years  ago  during  the 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


LO  Fete  Bans  AIDS  Activists,  Trotskyists 


The  following  article  is  reprinted 
from  Workers  Hammer  No.  ISO.  July- 
August  1992,  newspaper  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League! Britain. 

PARIS — We  have  noted  over  the  years 
that  the  LO  fete — the  annual  summer 
gathering  of  the  French  and  European 
“far  left"  organised  by  Lutte  Ouvriere  in 
the  village  of  Presles  outside  Paris — 
has  increasingly  carried  the  stamp  of 
this  workerist.  nationally  narrow  and 
Stalinophobic  outfit's  most  unsavoury 
sides.  In  the  attempt  at  a populist  appeal 
to  backward  elements,  their  line  and 
attitude  on  the  race  question,  the  poison 
of  anti-Semitism  and  their  unabashed 
homophobia  are  designed  to  compete  for 
the  types  a Jean-Marie  Le  Pen  would 
target.  Last  year  LO  thugs  went  after 
black  youth.  This  year.  LO  outrageously 
refused  a stand  at  its  6-8  June  fete  to 
ACT  UP  France,  a militant  gay  rights 
group  which  has  fought  in  particular 
on  behalf  of  AIDS  victims,  exposing 
the  Mitterrand  government’s  criminal 
policies. 

Upon  learning  of  this  exclusion,  the 
Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France,  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  wrote  to  ACT 
UP.  offering  that  it  share  our  literature 
stall  at  the  fete.  We  noted  in  our  let- 
ter that  LO  is  a notoriously  homopho- 
bic organisation,  deliberately  refusing  to 
recruit  gay  militants  to  its  ranks.  With 
the  policies  of  the  French  government 
on  the  question  of  AIDS  sentencing 
whole  sections  of  the  population  to 
death,  LO’s  exclusion  should  evoke  utter 
disgust  in  every  decent  human  being,  let 
alone  every  leftist. 

After  discussing  our  proposal,  the 
Paris  chapter  of  ACT  UP  declined  the 
offer  of  a shared  stall.  At  the  fete,  ICL 
comrades  went  to  the  stands  of  the  var- 
ious organisations  present  to  publicise 
the  exclusion  of  ACT  UP.  distributing 
copies  of  our  letter  of  protest,  printed  in 
the  LTF  newspaper.  Le  Bolchevik.  Most 
of  the  LO  cadres  themselves  only  learned 
from  the  LTF  of  the  decision  to  exclude 
ACT  UP.  The  LO  leadership  became 
unhinged.  They  sent  an  LO  veteran  and 
chief  of  security  to  us  to  dramatically 
announce  that  since  we  had  broken  the 
rules  of  the  game  by  "distributing  a 
leaflet  inside  the  fete”  we  loo  would 
be  excluded  from  future  LO  fetes. 

We  did  not  allow  LO’s  swinish  antics 
to  go  unnoticed.  Chanting  “Down  with 
the  exclusion  of  homosexuals  and  Trot- 


skyists!” some  25  protesters  demon- 
strated at  the  end  of  the  well-attended 
debate  between  LO  and  the  Ligue 
Communiste  R^volutionnaire  (LCR,  the 
French  Mandelite  organisation).  Called 
by  the  LTF,  this  protest  was  also  joined 
by  the  British  Revolutionary  Internation- 
alist League  (RIL).  To  its  credit,  the 


centrist  RIL  had  called  at  its  forum  on 
every  decent  socialist  militant  to  take 
part  in  the  action. 

As  it  turned  out,  decent  socialist 
militants  were  in  short  supply  among 
the  anti-Soviet  fake-Trotskyist  atten- 
dees at  the  fete.  The  LCR  made  it  per- 
fectly clear  (including  in  its  newspaper 
Rouge  following  the  fete)  that  it  wel- 
comed the  exclusion  of  the  ICL.  True  to 
their  own  policies  at  home,  neither  the 
Workers  Power  leadership  (despite  the 
initial  impulse  of  a couple  of  their 
members)  nor  the  Cliffite  Socialist 
Workers  Party  lifted  a finger  against  the 
LO's  bannings.  The  ban  extended  as 
well  to  the  Courant  Communiste  Inter- 
nationale, a harmless  ultraleft  grouplet 
which  had  the  intelligent  idea  of 
distributing  to  meetings  the  issue  of 
Lutte  Ouvriere  calling  for  a vote  to  the 
Cold  Warrior,  union-hating  Mitterrand  in 
1981,  exposing  LO’s  hollow  claims  to 
a consistent  anti-Mitterrand  posture. 

The  ICL/RIL  protest  and  a short 
speech  given  by  an  LTF  spokesman  drew 
a lot  of  attention  from  those  at  the  debate. 
The  disciplined  action  had  an  electrify- 


ing impact,  comparable,  as  one  comrade 
noted,  to  what  an  organised  demonstra- 
tion in  a Maoist  "re-education”  camp 
might  have  among  the  inmates.  As  the 
placards  went  up.  LO  leader  Duburg  was 
busily  explaining  that  the  question  of 
voting  rights  for  immigrants  was  of  no 
interest  to  the  working  class.  Summing 


up  their  line  on  special  oppression,  he 
concluded  with  the  statement  that  when 
women  got  the  right  to  vote  (in  France, 
in  1945)  this  had  not  changed  anything! 

After  the  protest  ended,  in  the  midst 
of  a growing  crowd  with  whom  the  ICL 
comrades  pursued  the  debate,  we  were 
confronted  by  a goon  squad  of  some  40 
males  led  by  one  Kaldy,  a teading 
national  spokesman  for  LO.  This  mas- 
sive show  of  bullyism  threatened  with 
each  minute  to  get  out  of  control — only 
quick  action  by  an  LTF  comrade  stopped 
the  blow  headed  for  a young  comrade 
from  the  ex-DDR;  a black  sympathiser 
of  the  LTF  was  likewise  specially  tar- 
geted. We  demanded  to  know  who  was 
in  charge.  Kaldy  replied  hysterically, 
"No  one!" 

Amidst  vile  sexist,  anti-homosexual 
epithets  and  screams  of  “Get  Out!”  the 
LO  goons  tried  to  push  the  protesters 
back  to  the  ICL  stand.  We  stood  our 
ground  and  LO  was  forced  to  back  off; 
the  protesters  withdrew  in  good  order. 
The  following  day,  at  least  40  "security 
squad"  members  “escorted"  two  of  our 
comrades  at  the  central  rally  where 


Arlette  Laguiller,  well-known  Lutte 
Ouvridre  spokeswoman,  gave  her  tradi- 
tional "Sunday  socialism"  speech.  Said 
speech  began  with  a long  paean  to  LO’s 
sterling  record  of.. .inviting  other  groups 
to  the  fete  for  "fraternal  debates”! 

In  addition  to  the  ACT  UP  militants 
and  Trotskyists  who  were  on  the  receiv- 
ing end  of  LO's  method  of  “debate”  this 
year,  the  black  youth  who  last  year  were 
the  victims  of  an  ugly  attack  by  LO  mar- 
shals would  treat  this  Orwellian  twaddle 
with  the  contempt  it  deserves.  Our  pro- 
test against  that  vile  action  was  docu- 
mented in  a letter  from  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  LTF  to  the  organisations 
that  participated  in  the  LO  fete,  reprinted 
in  Workers  Vanguard  No.  529  (21  June 
1991).  Despite  a guilty  acknowledgment 
that  "mistakes"  had  taken  place  pre- 
viously, LO’s  policy  continues  to  be  one 
of  "disciplined”  violence  and  exclusion 
of  minority  youth. 

Lutte  Ouvriere  has  never  been  very 
good.  let  alone  Leninist,  on  the  questions 
of  special  oppression.  But  under  the 
impact  of  Cold  War  II,  the  collapse  of 
Stalinism  and  the  bourgeois  lie  of  the 
“death  of  communism.”  all  forms  of 
social  reaction,  what  Marx  called  "the 
old  crap,”  have  flourished,  with  the  fake 
left  capitulating  to  this  in  a variety  of 
ways.  On  the  domestic  terrain,  LO’s 
particular  brand  of  “colourblind”  and 
homophobic  workerism  has  intensified. 
Nominally  defencist  on  the  Soviet  Union 
(but  not  anywhere  else  capitalism  has 
been  overturned).  LO’s  support  to  the 
forces  of  capitalist  counterrevolution 
from  Poland  to  East  Germany  places  it 
in  the  camp  of  the  anti-Soviet  traitors. 
Its  "neutrality"  at  the  time  of  the  August 
coup  predictably  gave  rise  to  an  internal 
state  capitalist  opposition,  which  in  turn 
attracted  the  tender  attentions  of  the  Brit- 
ish SWP. 

At  the  same  time,  there  are  militants 
in  and  around  LO  who  find  our  Trotsky- 
ist opposition  to  Yeltsinite  counterrevo- 
lution attractive.  Indeed.  LO’s  decision 
to  exclude  the  ICL  from  future  fetes  was 
motivated  not  simply  by  our  exposure 
of  its  exclusion  of  ACT  UP  but  also  in 
reaction  to  our  hammering  the  LO  mem- 
bership on  the  Russian  question.  Today 
the  LO  leadership  is  fostering  and  con- 
solidating in  its  cadres  a system  of  values 
totally  counterposed  to  everything  com- 
munism stands  for.  We  said  earlier  that 
this  organisation  could  head  down  dan- 
gerous paths.  So  it  has.  and  the  picture 
is  not  a pretty  one.  ■ 


Le  8olch6vik 

June  7— Protest  against  exclusion  of  homosexuals  and  Trotskyists  at  the  “LO 
fete”  outside  Paris.  Sign  (left)  says:  “For  LO  ‘Death  of  Communism'  Means 
Communists  Get  Out!” 


controversy  over  Miami  rappers  2 Live 
Crew:  "state  interference  and  infringe- 
ment on  the  rights  of  young  people  to 
get  their  hands  on  whatever  turns 
them  on  is  part  of  the  drive  to  roll 
back  all  democratic  rights  and  reinforce 
every  backward,  sexist,  racist,  jingo- 
istic prejudice  to  instill  obedience  to  a 
racist,  right-wing  government”  (“Rap. 
Rock  and  Race  in  the  U.S.A.,”  WV  No. 
505,  29  June  1990).  Despite  the  self- 
appointed  "guardians  of  morality"  who 
want  to  silence  rap,  it  still  sells  millions 
of  records,  tapes  and  CDs. 

Rappin’  with  the  Enemy 

It's  not  just  the  Republicans  who 
find  rap  music  and  rap  performers  a con- 
venient foil  for  advancing  their  reaction- 
ary agendas.  When  Clinton  denounced 
Sister  Souljah  he  was  deliberately  stag- 
ing an  incident  to  embarrass  Jesse  Jack- 
son.  “dissing”  him  on  his  own  turf.  But 
more  than  an  affront.  Clinton’s  speech 
was  part  of  a strategy  to  show  that 
the  Democratic  Party  is  not  “beholden" 
to  “special  interests,”  like  blacks  or 
labor.  Of  course,  the  Democrats  are  be- 
holden to  the  racist  capitalists  who  run 
this  country  (and  finance  both  parties). 
By  bandying  about  “reverse  racism,” 


even  grotesquely  comparing  Souljah  to 
the  fascist  terrorist  KKKer  David 
Duke.  Clinton  is  competing  with  Bush 
for  the  white  racist  vote  by  ostenta- 
tiously kicking  blacks  and  labor  in 
the  teeth. 

Meanwhile,  Dan  Quayle’s  recent  "fam- 
ily values”  campaign,  directed  against 
the  "cultural  elite"  supposedly  infesting 
the  entertainment  industry,  schools  and 
the  arts,  is  designed  to  appeal  to  a layer 
of  the  population  that  H.L.  Mencken 
christened  the  “booboisie.”  What  is  the 
"cultural  elite"?  It’s  not  the  people  with 
money;  Quayle’s  attacks  are  usually 
delivered  to  $1000-a-plate  dinners.  And 
it’s  not  the  people  running  the  country; 
that’s  Quayle  and  his  boss(es).  Taken 
together  with  Quayle  and  Bush’s  repeated 
New  York-bashing,  this  “cultural  elite” 
crap  is  thinly  veiled  anti-Semitism,  with 
a heavy  component  of  the  1950s-style 
McCarthyite  witchhunting. 

As  for  the  so-called  angry  “militant" 
Sister  Souljah.  what  was  she  doing  at 
Jackson’s  Rainbow  Coalition?  She  was 
on  a panel  discussion  of  voter  registra- 
tion as  a road  to  “empower”  black  youth, 
by  making  them  voting  cattle  for  the 
Democrats.  Souljah,  aka  Lisa  William- 
son. was  a spokesman  for  the  Brooklyn- 


based  December  12  Movement  headed 
by  Sonny  Carson.  Notorious  since  the 
1960s  for  his  anti-Semitism,  since  Jew- 
ish shopowners  left  the  ghettos  he  is  now 
going  after  Asians. 

As  Reagan  and  Bush  were  hyping 
the  "war  on  drugs”  as  a way  to  in- 
crease the  cop  presence  in  the  ghettos, 
Williamson  was  tight  with  Carson’s 
“Black  Men’s  Movement  Against 
Crack,”  which  conducted  its  own  drug 
raids.  During  the  1990  protests  fol- 
lowing the  murder  of  Yusuf  Hawkins 
by  white  racists  in  Bensonhurst,  the 
December  12  Movement  was  organiz- 
ing a racist  boycott  of  the  Korean- 
owned  Red  Apple  deli.  Carson’s  bunch 
also  played  a despicable  role  in  last 
year’s  turmoil  in  Crown  Heights,  whip- 
ping up  anti-Semitism  against  Hasidic 
Jews,  and  leading  marches  against 
synagogues  by  black  youth  chanting 
"Sieg  Heil!" 

In  these  elections  every  one  of  the  cap- 
italist candidates  is  a certifiable  racist — 
and  everyone  knows  it.  Jackson’s  pitiful 
bluster  that  he’ll  now  consider  endorsing 
the  sinister  corporatist  rightist  Perot 
reflects  the  utter  bankruptcy  of  black 
leadership  in  this  country  today.  From 
Tom  Bradley  in  Los  Angeles,  to  Maynard 


Jackson  in  Atlanta,  to  David  Dinkins  in 
New  York,  black  Democratic  Party  may- 
ors called  in  the  racist  cops  to  bust  the 
heads  of  protesters  against  the  King 
verdict. 

For  all  the  talk  of  “fight  the  power," 
the  most  graphic  rap  songs  of  "dusting/ 
icing/smoking  cops"  are  cries  of  impo- 
tence. If  the  talentless  Sister  Souljah  can 
get  a hearing  when  she  claims  that 
"white  people  and  the  American  Gov- 
ernment want  to  destroy  black  African 
people  wherever  they  are  in  the  world,” 
it  is  because  ghetto  youth  correctly  sense 
that  an  oppressive  force  is  out  to  destroy 
them.  That  force  is  spearheaded  by  the 
government,  the  executive  committee  of 
the  capitalist  class,  which  also  oppresses 
and  exploits  tens  of  millions  of  white 
working  and  poor  people  as  well  as 
billions  of  people  of  every  color  around 
the  globe. 

To  defeat  that  evil  power  and  not  just 
scream  at  it.  you  need  to  mobilize  a su- 
perior power,  the  power  of  the  working 
class.  This  requires  the  forging  of  a rev- 
olutionary, integrated  vanguard  party 
which  can  mobilize  the  proletariat,  in- 
cluding the  poor  and  oppressed  of  the 
ghettos  and  barrios,  in  a victorious  fight 
for  socialist  revolution.  ■ 
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NARAL  president  Kate  Mlchelman  networks  with  Democratic  candidate  Bill 
Clinton  via  cellular  phone  after  Supreme  Court  decision  June  29.  Who  will  they 
vote  for  on  November  3— death  penalty  Clinton,  sinister  Perot?  Some  “choice"! 


Abortion... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 
by  Planned  Parenthood  and  the  ACLU, 
was  a political  maneuver  calculated  to 
bring  about  a reactionary  decision,  with 
which  these  liberals  hoped  to  heat  up  the 
abortion  issue  and  help  elect  a Democrat. 

Even  among  the  overwhelmingly 
white  and  middle-class  crowd  who  turned 
out  for  the  mammoth  “pro-choice" 
rally  in  Washington  on  April  5,  which 
featured  Democratic  and  Republican 
speakers  as  well  as  repeated  attempts  by 
the  NOW  organizers  to  keep  out  leftist 
literature,  many  young  protesters  were 
far  from  enthusiastic  about  electoral 
politics.  While  NOW,  NARAL  et  al. 
stick  to  the  courts  and  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress, these  young  women  and  men 
have  time  and  again  been  prepared  to 
put  their  bodies  on  the  line,  defending 
abortion  clinics  against  reactionary  big- 
ots in  Wichita,  Buffalo  and  elsewhere. 
But  rather  than  being  mobilized  in 
mass  social  struggle  to  defend  abortion, 
their  energy  and  commitment  are  being 
cynically  exploited  to  obtain  a Demo- 
cratic election  victory. 

Democrats  Push  Reactionary 
“Family  Values” 

The  Democrats  hope  to  capitalize  on 
widespread  support  for  abortion  rights 
to  catapult  Clinton  into  the  White  House. 
Clinton  immediately  seized  on  Black- 
mun’s  warning,  saying:  “You  have  four 
judges  plainly  committed  to  repeal  Roe 
vs.  Wade,  three  others  nibbling  around 
the  edges  and  a brave  Justice  Blackmun 
saying  he  doesn't  know  how  much 
longer  he  can  hang  on.  This  is  one  of 
the  things  this  presidential  election  is 
about."  Meanwhile,  the  Congressional 
Democrats  made  it  clear  that  they  would 
push  for  a vote  on  the  Freedom  of  Choice 
Act  in  the  days  before  the  Republican 
convention  in  August,  knowing  that 
Bush  will  veto  it  and  hopefully  shoot 
himself  in  the  foot. 

This  is  a pretty  thin  reed  for  defenders 
of  women’s  rights  to  clutch  at  in  order 
to  salvage  abortion.  The  1976  Hyde 
Amendment  denying  access  to  safe  abor- 
tion to  poor  women  was  passed  with 
bipartisan  support.  And  when  the 
Supreme  Court  ruled  a year  later  that 
states  could  also  deny  funding  for  abor- 
tion, born-again  Democrat  Jimmy  Carter 
callously  intoned,  “There  are  many 
things  in  life  that  are  not  fair."  Even  the 
vaunted  "Freedom  of  Choice  Act,"  ini- 
tially designed  as  a simple  affirmation 
of  Roe  in  the  face  of  Supreme  Court  and 
state  encroachments,  has  been  watered 
down  as  the  Democrats  throw  sops  to 
their  various  reactionary  constituencies. 
Thus  the  bill  would  impose  parental  noti- 
fication for  teens,  allow  states  to  deny 
funding  and  to  restrict  abortion  after 
"viability,”  and  it  says  nothing  about 
federal  funding  for  abortion.  The  bill 
permits  doctors  to  refuse  to  perform 
abortions — a woman’s  right  to  medical 
care  demands  that  they  should  be 
required  to  provide  referrals. 

And  the  Democrats  seek  to  appeal  to 
the  same  reactionary  "family  values" 
crap  that  potato(e)  head  Dan  Quayle  has 
been  pushing.  The  Democratic  draft  plat- 
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form  demands  restoring  the  values  of 
"work,  family  and  individual  responsi- 
bility.” In  a barely  veiled  diatribe  against 
“welfare  mothers"  and  teen  sex,  it  rails: 
“People  who  bring  children  into  this 
world  have  a responsibility  to  care  for 
them  and  give  them  values,  motivation 
and  discipline.  Children  should  not  have 
children."  As  a partner  party  of  U.S.  cap- 
italism, the  Democrats  are  committed  to 
maintaining  this  sexist,  racist  system. 

The  right  to  abortion  is  no  more  than 
a simple  democratic  right  to  a medical 
procedure  which  is  now  one  of  the  safest 
in  the  world.  But  the  reactionary  bigots 
see  abortion  as  a threat  to  the  institu- 
tion of  the  family,  a bulwark  of  social 
reaction,  which  along  with  organized 
religion  props  up  the  capitalist  system 
of  exploitation  and  oppression.  Thus 
any  question  relating  to  sex — and  par- 
ticularly sex  and  race — like  interracial 
marriage,  homosexuality  and  even  sex 
education  in  the  schools,  is  a conduit  for 
the  most  blatant  social  reaction. 

Women  are  supposed  to  be  chained 
for  life  to  husband  and  hearth.  (One 
woman  in  an  L.A.  housing  project  told 
Quayle,  “If  the  good  Lord  wanted  every- 
body to  have  a husband,  he  would  have 
gave  them  one.")  Meanwhile,  with  the 
teen  “squeal  rule”  and  the  outcry  over 
distribution  of  contraceptives  at  schools, 
the  sexuality  of  youth  is  punished  with 
a putative  death  sentence,  either  through 
AIDS  or  back-alley  butchers.  And  Amer- 
ica’s rulers  continue  to  ban  the  RU-486 
pill,  which  would  enable  women  to  have 
safe  and  convenient  abortions  at  home, 
out  of  reach  of  the  anti-abortion  terror- 
ists. Two  days  after  the  latest  abortion 
ruling,  customs  cops  at  New  York's 
Kennedy  airport  seized  RU-486  from  a 
pregnant  woman  who  brought  it  for  her 
personal  use  into  the  country  in  open 
defiance  of  the  reactionary  ban. 

Bourgeois  feminists  chant,  “Not  the 
church,  not  the  state,  women  will  decide 
our  fate!”  But  under  capitalism,  the 
state — and  the  exploiting  class  it  repre- 
sents— does  decide  your  fate.  Coal  min- 
ers don't  "choose”  to  go  down  to  work 
in  the  pits;  they  simply  know  they  will 
starve  if  they  don’t.  Control  over  the 
reproduction  of  labor  power  is  a corner- 
stone of  capitalism,  and  whether  it  is  done 
through  the  Nazis’  limitation  of  women 
to  “ Kinder , Kiiche,  Kirche"  (children, 
kitchen,  church)  or  the  social  democrats' 
welfare  state  child  subsidies  to  encour- 
age working-class  women  to  be  incuba- 
tors, the  purpose  is  ultimately  the  same. 
Even  the  Roe  ruling  asserted  the  bour- 
geois state’s  “compelling  interest”  in  an 
embryo  which  had  reached  “viability” — 
thus  enshrining  the  government’s  “right” 
to  mess  with  a woman's  body. 

It  will  take  a socialist  revolution  to 
lay  the  basis  for  the  full  emancipation 
of  women  by  abolishing  the  whole  social 
order  defined  by  exploitation,  inequality 
and  racism,  and  creating  the  social  and 


economic  conditions  for  replacing  the 
institution  of  the  family. 

Poor,  Young  and  Minority— 

An  “Undue  Burden” 

Perhaps  the  most  succinct  description 
of  what  the  new  ruling  means  came  from 
liberal  New  York  City  Republican  Con- 
gressman Bill  Green:  “The  Supreme 
Court  didn’t  kill  Roe  v.  Wade.  It  gave 
the  states  permission  to  strangle  it  to 
death  with  red  tape.”  This  didn’t  start 
last  week.  Almost  from  the  moment  Roe 
was  decreed  in  1973,  a section  of  the 
ruling  class,  whose  most  vociferous 
spearheads  were  the  Catholic  hierarchy 
and  Moral  Majority  fundamentalists,  has 
sought  to  limit  and  eviscerate  the  right 
to  abortion.  As  soon  as  Reagan  took 
office,  he  began  packing  the  Supreme 


Court  as  part  of  a conservative  strategy 
to  make  “permanent"  the  rollback  of  the 
gains  of  the  1960s  social  struggles. 

Taking  their  cue  from  the  White 
House,  anti-abortion  “god  squads"  took 
to  the  streets,  besieging  and  bombing 
clinics,  terrorizing  both  women  patients 
and  medical  staff.  Half  of  all  urban  coun- 
ties and  93  percent  of  rural  counties  have 
no  abortion  facilities  at  all.  From  one 
year  to  the  next,  the  number  of  available 
facilities  continues  to  go  down,  as  local 
and  state  authorities  prevent  the  licens- 
ing of  clinics,  and  doctors  are  either 
scared  away  by  death  threats  or  lured 
away  by  more  lucrative  work.  Only  one 
doctor  provides  abortions  in  all  of  South 
Dakota.  In  Pennsylvania  alone,  the  num- 
ber of  abortion  providers  has  plummeted 
from  147  in  1978  to  90  today,  and  they 
are  all  located  in  8 of  the  state’s  67 
counties. 

Now  the  black-robed  bigots  have 
invited  the  states  to  further  erode  the 
already  tenuous  access  to  abortion  under 
their  doctrine  of  "not  undue  burden.” 
What  about  a 31 -year-old  single  mother 
of  two  who  has  to  choose  between  losing 


her  job  or  having  an  unwanted  baby 
because  she  can’t  take  a second  day  off 
from  work  to  meet  the  waiting  period 
requirement?  How  about  30-year-old 
Sheela  Paine  in  East  St.  Louis,  who 
with  her  unemployed  husband  and  five 
children  barely  survives  on  welfare  and 
who  in  her  19th  week  of  pregnancy  is 
still  trying  to  scrape  together  the  $425 
she  needs  for  an  abortion?  And  what 
about  17-year-old  Becky  Bell,  who  died 
from  a back-alley  abortion  in  1989 
because  she  couldn’t  tell  her  parents  and 
wouldn’t  humiliate  herself  before  a noto- 
riously anti-abortion  judge  in  her  Indiana 
hometown?  Instances  like  these,  multi- 
plied a millionfold,  have  made  the  right 
to  abortion  such  an  emotional  and  explo- 
sive issue  for  the  vast  majority  of  the 
American  people. 

For  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

But  for  NOW,  NARAL  and  the 
other  “liberal  ladies  auxiliaries  of  the 
Democratic  Party,"  the  millions  of 
Sheela  Paines  in  this  country  are  ciphers. 
The  bourgeois  feminists  are  the  self- 
conscious  expression  of  a layer  of  edu- 
cated. largely  white,  middle-class  pro- 
fessionals who  seek  to  forge  their  niche 
in  bourgeois  politics.  Their  primary  con- 
cern is  to  preserve  their  right  to  abortion. 
Well-heeled  women  have  long  been  able 
to  buy  safe  abortions.  But  for  poor, 
minority  and  working  women,  the  racist 
Democratic  Party  offers  nothing.  Clinton 
glories  in  the  fact  that  he  returned  home 
to  Arkansas  to  personally  supervise  the 
execution  of  a brain-damaged  black  man. 
For  that  matter,  “pro-choice"  Clinton's 
home  state  has  on  the  books  one  of  the 
most  invidious  abortion  laws  in  the 
country,  banning  virtually  all  abortions, 
as  well  as  requiring  parental  notification 
and  ruling  out  state  funding. 

To  defend  the  right  to  abortion  for  all 
women  means  a struggle  for  free  abor- 
tion on  demand  and  free  quality  health 
care  for  all.  To  organize  a social  force 


capable  of  defeating  the  entrenched  reac- 
tionaries— from  the  Catholic  hierarchy 
to  the  American  Medical  Association — 
requires  mobilizing  the  social  power 
of  the  labor  movement.  Meanwhile,  in 
order  to  be  part  of  the  Democratic  Party 
"mainstream,"  liberal  women’s  groups 
scarcely  mention  the  “A  word"  these 
days.  Bill  Clinton  declares,  “Being  pro- 
choice  is  not  the  same  thing  as  being 
pro-abortion.”  In  the  same  vein.  New 
York  WHAM,  which  sometimes  mobi- 
lizes for  clinic  defense,  proclaims  on 
its  press  releases  “WHAM!  is  not  ‘pro- 
abortion.’  Nobody  is  ‘pro-abortion’." 
Even  the  more  militant  WAC  chants: 
"WAC  is  watching,  we’ll  remember — 
We’ll  be  voting  in  November." 

Buried  inside  WAC  as  its  “best 
builders"  are  self-styled  "radicals”  like 
the  International  Socialist  Organization. 
Likewise,  inside  WHAM’s  New  York 
Clinic  Defense  Task  Force  is  the  Revo- 
lutionary Communist  Party’s  “Refuse 
and  Resist,"  whose  slogan  is  “Abortion 
on  Demand  and  Without  Apology."  End- 
less front  groups  and  liberal  slogans  with 
a militant  veneer — that  is  what  these 


Wiley/SF  Examiner 


8 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Mass  Arrests  bv  Orange  Countv  Cops.  Deportations  Threatened 


Stop  ^igra  Striker. 5 
in  Southern  Ca!i%nia! 


Combative  Latino  construction  strikers  in  three-hour  face-off  with  Orange 
County  sheriffs,  July  2. 


SANTA  ANA.  July  7 — The  hal6d  immi- 
gration cops  of  la  migra  are  waging  a 
war  against  the  union  movement  in  Cal- 
ifornia. Taking  their  green  light  from  the 
repression  of  the  ghettos  and  barrios  fol- 
lowing the  racist  acquittal  of  the  cops 
who  beat  Rodney  King,  the  INS  (Immi- 
gration and  Naturalization  Service)  has 
gone  after  workers  from  the  Bay  Area 
to  San  Diego  in  a wave  of  union-busting 
deportations. 

Now,  in  an  outrageous  assault  on  strik- 
ing construction  workers  from  Ventura 
County  south  to  the  Mexican  border. 
Orange  County  sheriffs  have  jailed  149 
drywall  workers  and  offered  them  up  to 
la  migra,  which  is  threatening  to  deport 
as  many  as  88  strikers.  Their  supposed 
“crime"?  Defending  their  livelihood  from 
the  building  contractors  who  have  adver- 
tised for  scabs  from  as  far  away  as  Tulsa 
and  Cincinnati  to  break  the  drywallers’ 
fight  for  a union.  Los  Angeles-area  labor 
— longshoremen,  hotel  workers,  SEIU 
janitors  and  the  thousands  of  unemployed 
building  trades  unionists — must  fight  now 
to  defend  these  brothers! 

The  workers  have  been  in  Orange 
County  jail,  framed  up  on  bogus  charges 
of  "conspiracy  to  kidnap”  some  scabs. 
Early  in  the  morning  on  July  2,  strikers 
were  able  to  militantly  shut  down  a con- 
struction site  in  posh  Mission  Viejo. 
After  a three  and  a half  hour  standoff, 
the  sheriffs  carried  out  the  largest  mass 
felony  arrest  in  Orange  County  history. 
Court  officials  held  the  workers  over  the 
July  4 weekend,  hitting  them  with 
$50,000  bail  each.  In  one  case  they 
demanded  half  a million  dollars  for  this 
ransom.  The  D.A.  justified  this  extortion 
by  saying  that  if  the  workers  were  let 
go,  they  would  go  back  to  picketing. 

As  soon  as  word  of  the  arrests  spread, 
scores  of  family  members  and  other 
workers  protested  outside  the  jail.  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  and  Workers  Vanguard  spoke 
with  them  in  court  and  during  protests 
for  the  last  several  days.  Arrested  strikers 
told  of  racist  taunts  in  jail,  cops  calling 
them  “wetbacks."  Those  who  asked  for 
a lawyer  were  told  they  would  be  in  jail 
for  days.  When  the  drywallers  were 
finally  arraigned  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day, they  were  held  in  a cage  in  groups 
of  ten.  out  of  sight  of  their  families. 

Prosecutors  finally  decided  that  they 
couldn't  get  away  with  charging  149 
people  with  kidnapping,  with  no  evi- 


ostensible "socialists"  and  “revolution- 
aries” have  to  offer.  All  of  these  outfits 
will  be  outside  the  Democratic  Party 
convention  in  New  York  City  this  month 
begging  this  party  of  war.  racism  and 
exploitation  to  stand  up  lor  the  rights  of 
women. 

At  a march  in  defense  of  abortion  rights 
in  Manhattan  last  month,  cops  clearing 
the  way  for  Cardinal  O'Connor  set  upon 
and  arrested  eleven  protesters,  including 
Spartacist  demonstrators  carrying  signs 
proclaiming.  "Down  with  Bush.  Break 
with  Democrats!  Build  a Workers  Party!" 
From  Warsaw  to  Berlin  to  Dublin  to  New 
York,  abortion  rights  have  become  a key 
battleground  in  the  struggle  between 
social  progress  and  social  reaction.  The 
march  of  counterrevolution  across  East 
Europe  has  meant  increasing  attacks  on 
women  and  minorities  Yet  the  bourgeois 
feminists  and  their  leftist  hangers-on 
stood  with  U.S.  imperialism  in  hailing 
the  woman-hating  mujahedin  "freedom 
fighters"  in  Afghanistan  and  clerical- 
nationalist  Solidamosc  in  Poland.  The 


dence  to  boot,  so  they  tried  to  blackmail 
workers  into  pleading  guilty  to  lesser 
charges.  One  striker  who  was  released 
today  told  W V he  and  dozens  of  others 
were  held  overnight  outdoors  in  an 
empty  lot  surrounded  by  a fence  topped 
with  barbed  wire.  They  were  given  no 
blankets,  and  not  permitted  to  lie  down. 
He  was  incensed  that  the  court  tried  to 
get  them  to  agree  to  a criminal  trespass 
charge.  “But  everyone  refused  to  plead 
guilty,"  he  said  proudly. 

Arrested  strikers  told  WV  that  the 
arrests  seemed  pre-arranged.  Waiting  at 
the  jail  were  INS  agents,  who  interro- 
gated each  worker,  targeting  88  strikers 
for  deportation  to  Mexico.  Migra  thugs 
tried  to  intimidate  the  men  by  ripping 
up  residency  "green  cards"  in  front  of 
them.  While  several  dozen  have  been 
released,  more  than  100  remain  in  jail, 
including  those  tagged  for  deportation. 
We  call  on  the  labor  movement  from 
L.A.  to  San  Diego  to  provide  legal 
defense  and  use  its  muscle  to  demand 
that  all  strikers  be  immediately  released, 
that  all  charges  be  dropped,  and  that 
there  be  no  deportations! 

For  many  years,  drywall  workers  in 
Southern  California  have  been  recruited 
from  the  village  of  El  Maguey  in  the 
central  Mexican  state  of  Guanajuato. 
Paid  as  little  as  five  cents  a foot  for  the 
backbreaking  work  of  putting  up  100- 
pound  slabs  of  sheetrock,  the  strikers  are 
getting  half  what  they  were  paid  ten 


Spartacist  League/U.S.  and  our  sister 
sections  of  the  International  Communist 
League  around  the  world  have  stood 
forthrightly  in  defense  of  abortion  rights 
as  part  of  our  struggle  against  capitalist 
counterrevolution. 

The  Spartacist  League  has  consis- 
tently fought  to  mobilize  the  workin_ 
class  to  defend  the  rights  of  women  and 
all  the  oppressed.  We  call  on  labor  to 
defend  abortion  clinics,  seeking  to  break 
away  the  ranks  of  the  organized  labo 
movement  from  the  reactionar\  mislead - 
ers  who  wallow  in  all  the  social  back- 
wardness ordained  by  their  bourgeois 
masters.  The  "pro-choice"  Democrats 
offer  the  old  shell  game  of  "lesser  evil" 
politics  at  the  polls  in  November  We 
seek  to  build  a revolutionary  party  which 
will  serve  as  "tribune  ol  the  people  " 
fighting  all  forms  of  social  oppression 
as  we  organize  to  sweep  away  this 
disgusting  system.  Free  abortion  on 
demand!  Free  quality  health  care  for 
all!  For  women's  liberation  through 
socialist  revolution!  ■ 


years  ago.  Each  wave  of  newly  arrived 
workers  is  used  by  the  contractors  as  a 
threat  to  undercut  the  wages  of  their  own 
class  brothers. 

The  Orange  County  sheriffs/lNS 
attack  on  these  strikers  follows  sharply 
increased  use  of  la  migra  to  terrorize 
the  labor  movement.  Employers  use  the 
INS  to  sweep  picket  lines  and  rid  them- 
selves of  militant  union  organizers.  At 
a hearing  a year  ago,  an  IUE  official 
reported  that  an  organizing  drive  at  one 
plant  was  chilled  by  an  INS  inspection 
of  1-9  employment  forms.  The  ILGWU 
reported  that  at  two  garment  factories 
the  employers  broke  a drive  by  promis- 
ing labor  certifications  to  some  workers 
and  firing  the  union  organizing  com- 
mittee. Newly  organized  janitors  in 
SEIU  Local  399  were  hit  with  workplace 
inspections  for  “illegals." 

In  an  ominous  development,  it  was  an- 
nounced last  month  in  Washington  that 
henceforth  Labor  Department  employ- 
ment standards  inspectors  will  “share 
information"  with  the  INS — instead  of 
looking  for  unsafe  working  conditions, 
they  will  be  used  as  finks  to  spot  undoc- 
umented workers  ( Long  Beach  Press 
Telegram,  11  June).  Meanwhile,  INS 
sweeps  of  day-labor  assembly  sites  have 
extended  as  far  north  as  Marin  and 
Sonoma  counties.  La  migra  is  being  used 
as  the  spearhead  of  a concerted  govern- 
ment war  on  labor. 

The  AFL-CIO  pushed  for  the  1986 


“Immigration  Reform  and  Control  Act," 
’•  has  driven  immigrant  workers 
'eels  to  be  swept  up  in  migra 
i strike  last  fall  by  the  ILWU 
more,  near  the  Bay  Area,  the  INS 
grabbed  three  unionists  off  the  picket 
line  and,  in  a dirty  deal  brokered  by  then- 
president  of  ILWU  Local  6 Jim  Ryder. 

ported  the  strikers  to  Mexico  (ILWU 
Dispatcher,  22  October  1991).  This 
obscene  sacrifice  of  his  own  union  mem- 
bers is  part  and  parcel  of  the  racist,  flag- 
waving  anti-immigrant  policy  of  the 
American  union  bureaucracy. 

There  is  a despicable  history  of  the 
labor  traitors  using  the  racist  immi- 
gration police  of  the  capitalist  state. 
Farmworkers  president  Cesar  Chavez 
was  notorious  for  "protecting"  his  doc- 
umented members  by  calling  on  la  migra 
to  sweep  the  fields  of  undocumented 
workers.  Instead  of  sparking  broad  labor 
struggle  (which  would  have  threatened 
his  fellow  bureaucrats).  Chavez  relied 
instead  on  consumer  boycotts  and  looked 
to  the  Democratic  Party,  from  lop  cop 
Bobby  Kennedy  to  former  California 
governor  Jerry  Brown,  whose  agricul- 
tural labor  act  subjects  farm  workers 
to  a grower/bureaucrat-controlled  state 
board  and  outlaws  militant  labor  tactics 
like  "hot-cargoing"  scab  produce. 

Then,  as  now.  the  Spartacist  League 
fought  to  bring  out  the  power  of  labor 
on  behalf  of  all  workers.  We  say  that 
anyone  who  has  made  it  to  this  country 
has  the  right  to  slay  and  work — full  cit- 
izenship rights  for  foreign-born  workers! 
While  AFL-CIO  labor  fakers  push  pro- 
tectionist poison,  we  call  on  Mexican, 
U.S.  and  Canadian  workers  to  defeat  the 
bosses’  "free  trade  pact"  with  joint  class 
struggle.  We  fight  for  the  political  inde- 
pendence of  labor  from  the  capitalists — 
break  with  the  Democrats,  build  a work- 
ers party! 

The  militant  fight  of  the  drywall  work- 
ers is  part  of  a surge  of  organizing  by 
Latino  workers,  especially  in  Southern 
California.  Coupled  with  hugely  popular 
strikes  such  as  those  of  L.A.  teachers 
and  teaching  assistants  in  recent  years, 
union  drives  by  janitors,  hotel  workers 
and  others  can  bring  militant  fighters 
into  the  labor  movement. 

The  labor  movement,  especially  pow- 
erful industrial  unions  like  longshore  and 
aerospace,  must  defeat  INS  union- 
busting  and  defend  foreign-born  work- 
ers. As  the  fastest-growing  component 
of  the  union  movement,  these  workers 
are  linked  in  struggle  to  their  black  and 
white  class  allies,  and  are  a bridge  to 
combative  Mexican  workers  on  the  other 
side  of  the  border.  From  among  them 
will  be  recruited  class-conscious  cadres 
who  will  play  a crucial  role  in  forging 
the  revolutionary  internationalist  work- 
ers party  that  will  bring  down  the  racist 
capitalist  system  once  and  for  all!  ■ 
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Skid  Row  "Nickel”  district  in  shadow  of  glitzy 
downtown  hotels  and  office  buildings. 
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Los  Angeles... 

(continued  from  page  12) 
the  pernicious  channeling  of  black  anger 
not  against  the  state  but  against  Korean 
store  owners.  But  what  really  shook  the 
rulers  of  this  country  was  that  this  was 
an  integrated  explosion  of  pent-up  anger 
by  the  poor,  minority  and  working  peo- 
ple whom  they  have  viciously  ground 
down.  The  L.A.  riots  were  widely  seen 
as  a “wake-up  call  to  America."  Various 
liberals  and  reformists  saw  this  as  an 
opportunity  to  cement  a new  “popular 
front.”  Thus  Mike  Davis  wrote: 

“Most  of  our  political  and  business  lead- 
ers have  suddenly  given  lip  service  to 
portentous  ideas  like  'the  war  between 
the  haves  and  the  have-nots.'  If  they  are 
serious,  then  surely  they  must  recognize 
what  Los  Angeles  most  desperately 
needs  is  not  a Pyrrhic  'victory'  over  riot- 
ers, but  a truce  between  hostile  ethnic 
and  economic  strata  that  can  become  a 
framework  for  negotiating  a new  social 
contract  to  replace  the  faded  vision  of 
the  Bradley  years." 

— Los  Angeles  Times  (15  May) 
While  Davis  dreams  of  erecting  some 
kind  of  "New  Deal”  on  the  smoldering 
ruins  of  South-Central  Los  Angeles,  the 
only  deal  the  bosses  have  to  offer  the 
working  class,  poor  and  minorities  is  an 
increasingly  raw  one. 

Rather  than  the  pipe  dream  of  class 
peace,  what  L.A.  showed  was  the  poten- 
tial for  explosive  class  struggle.  As  we 
wrote  in  our  article  “L.A.  Upheaval 
Shakes  America”  (WV  No.  551,  15  May): 
"Conditions  are  overripe  for  a massive 
social  explosion  in  this  country  extend- 
ing from’  the  ghettos  and  Hispanic  bar- 
rios to  white  skilled  workers,  many  of 
them  one  paycheck  away  from  bank- 
ruptcy and  eviction.  The  eruption  of 
integrated  protests  following  the  acquit- 
tal of  the  racist  cops  in  the  Rodney  King 
case  signals  the  potential  for  just  such  a 
new  wave  of  militant  social  struggle." 
To  realize  this  potential,  what  is  required 
is  a multiracial  revolutionary  party  that 
can  bring  to  bear  the  consciousness 
and  organization  necessary  to  direct  the 
anger  and  outrage  that  erupted  in  L.A., 
and  reverberated  across  the  country,  into 
a revolutionary  fight  to  sweep  away  this 
whole  system  of  capitalist  exploitation, 
racism  and  poverty. 

Fool’s  Paradise  for  the  Rich, 
Nightmare  for  the  Poor 

The  bourgeois  reaction  of  the  1 980s — 
brought  home  in  massive  union-busting, 
slashing  social  programs  for  blacks  and 
Hispanics,  starving  the  poor  and  aged, 
and  a wholesale  legal  counterrevolution 
abrogating  democratic  rights — was  a 
program  that  had  been  playing  out  in 
California  over  the  last  25  years,  ever 
since  Reagan  was  elected  governor  in 
1966.  Riding  to  power  on  a white  racist 
backlash  following  the  1965  Watts  rebel- 
lion in  L.A.,  he  campaigned  as  the  "law 

10 


and  order”  candidate  who  would  root  out 
"welfare  cheats,"  hold  the  line  against 
integrated  "fair  housing"  legislation  and 
otherwise  use  an  iron  heel  to  keep 
blacks,  Hispanics  and  the  burgeoning 
Vietnam  antiwar  movement  in  line. 

The  Reaganites'  “supply  side  econom- 
ics” of  cutting  taxes  for  the  rich  and 
upper  income  suburbanites,  while  steal- 
ing money  from  welfare  mothers  and 
inner  city  school  kids,  was  presaged  in 
the  1978  Proposition  13  “tax  revolt"  led 
by  Howard  Jarvis,  head  of  the  Apartment 
Owners’  Association  of  L.A.  A white 
middle-class  revolt  against  government 
programs  viewed  as  benefiting  the  ghet- 
tos and  barrios,  in  L.A.  the  Prop  13 
“movement"  was  linked  with  BUSSTOP, 
a racist  mobilization  that  smashed  even 
the  limited  moves  that  were  ordered  in 
1978  for  school  integration  (after  a 
15-year  court  battle).  Blacks.  Latinos 
and  the  poor  were  increasingly  immis- 
erated  and  rigidly  segregated.  Welfare 
was  slashed,  libraries  and  hospitals  were 
devastated,  the  public  school  system  was 
ravaged.  The  former  “education  state," 
California  now  ranks  48th  among  the  50 
states  in  per  capita  expenditure  on  public 
education. 

In  the  1980s,  big  businesses  reaped 
huge  tax  windfalls  from  Prop  13  (Stand- 
ard Oil  for  example  saved  $47  million 
a year).  The  California  "defense”  indus- 
try grew  fat  off  the  biggest  peacetime 
military  buildup  in  U.S.  history.  Real 
estate  magnates  secured  tax  breaks  for 
development  scams  and  speculation  that 
earned  them  fortunes  while  looting  rev- 


enue for  social  programs.  The  "L.A. 
2000"  report  boasted  of  the  region's 
“robust"  economy:  “the  largest  aerospace 
center  in  the  world;  the  greatest  concen- 
tration of  high-tech  industries;  and  a 
healthy  manufacturing  sector.  The  ports 
of  Los  Angeles  and  Long  Beach  presently 
handle  the  highest  volume  of  shipping 
of  any  port  in  the  nation.  Moreover,  the 
ports  offer  direct  access  to  Pacific  Rim 
countries,  many  of  which  are  exhibiting 
spectacular  economic  growth."  But  the 
rulers  were  living  in  a fool’s  paradise  on 
borrowed  money  and  borrowed  time. 

The  collapse  of  the  Stalinist  regimes 
in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  counterrevo- 
lutionary ascendancy  in  the  Soviet  Union 
burst  the  bubble  for  war  industry  in  the 
West.  One-third  of  Southern  California’s 
aerospace  workforce  has  been  axed  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  more  layoffs  are 
coming  down  the  pipes.  Last  week  the 
L.A. -based  Hughes  Aircraft  announced 
the  dismissal  of  9,000  workers.  Mean- 
while, East  Asian  flight  capital  has  taken 
flight.  Just  as  Reagan  financed  his  “Star 
Wars”  and  other  military  boondoggles 
through  massive  borrowing  from  Japa- 
nese moneymen.  German  bankers  and 
Arab  oil  sheiks,  the  "redevelopment"  of 
downtown  L.A.  was  financed  by  foreign 
capital.  And  while  the  L.A.  ports  were 
the  busiest  in  the  country,  as  Mike  Davis 
points  out.  “more  than  half  the  contain- 
ers which  arrive  in  San  Pedro  filled  with 
computers,  cars  and  televisions  return 
with  nothing  in  them”  ( City  of  Quartz). 

Of  course,  there  isn’t  much  to  trade. 
The  industrial  heartland  of  Southeast 
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"Open  shop” 
L.A.:  Roosevelt 
sent  in  federal 
troops  to  break 
UAW  strike  at 
North  American 
Aviation  in 
June  1941. 
Bonapartist 
cops  ride 
roughshod  in 
town  where 
labor  has 
historically 
been  weak. 
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Los  Angeles  has  been  transformed  into 
a virtual  “free  trade  zone"  of  low-wage 
sweatshop  labor  which,  in  the  words  of 
one  economic  analyst,  was  "competing 
head-to-head  not  with  Germany  and 
Japan,  but  with  Bangladesh  and  the  Phil- 
ippines." More  to  the  point,  Mexican 
workers  earning  the  minimum  wage  in 
L.A.  are  competing  with  Mexican  work- 
ers making  one-tenth  as  much  just  over 
the  border  in  the  maquiladora  plants  of 
Tijuana,  which  has  grown  from  a 
honkytonk  town  into  a huge  industrial 
city  producing  for  the  American  market. 
At  the  bottom.  L.A.’s  "growth  economy” 
is  a nightmare  for  a hard-pressed  and 
increasingly  marginalized  black  popula- 
tion, for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dis- 
enfranchised and  brutally  exploited 
Latino  and  East  Asian  immigrants,  and 
for  white  unionized  workers  who  have 
seen  their  jobs  and  unions  decimated. 

Over  the  past  decade  one  of  the  biggest 
growth  industries  in  L.A.  has  been  private 
security  firms  whose  armed  cops  patrol 
rich  white  neighborhoods.  NIMBY  (Not 
In  My  Backyard)  yuppies  have  banded 
together  in  defense  of  the  “environment" 
against  new  development.  At  a 1987  con- 
ference of  “Not  Yet  New  York,"  one 
group  called  for  a statewide  "Elbow 
Room"  (or  as  the  Nazis  called  it.  Lebens- 
raum)  initiative  to  restrict  immigration, 
seal  the  border  with  Mexico  and  impose 
obligatory  "family  planning."  As  Davis 
puts  it:  "hysterical  homeowners'  associ- 
ations, supported  by  local  businessmen, 
have  begun  to  wage  war  against  the  very 
immigrant  labor  upon  which  theirmaster- 
race  lifestyles  depend."  Meanwhile  real 
estate  magnates  and  developers  have 
demagogically  presented  themselves  as 
the  defenders  of  “cheap"  high-rise  hous- 
ing for  the  working  class  and  minorities 
against  the  “slow  growth"  NIMBYs. 

L.A.  has  not  built  a unit  of  public 
housing  since  the  early  1950s,  when  any 
further  plans  were  defeated  by  a Los 
Angeles  Times- led  campaign  denouncing 
them  as  “socialistic.”  Today  whole  fam- 
ilies of  immigrants  are  crammed  into 
tiny  apartments  where  they  have  to  "hot 
bed"  it  (sleep  in  shifts)  to  get  any  rest. 
Others  live  in  "reconverted"  garages 
with  no  plumbing  or  electricity.  To  get 
to  the  office  buildings  and  homes  that 
they  clean,  they  have  to  travel  for  hours 
by  bus.  (Until  recently  there  has  been 
no  rapid  transit  in  L.A..  as  it  was  also 
proclaimed  to  be  “socialistic"  by  a cabal 
of  West  Side  developers  and  General 
Motors.) 

And  while  City  Council  members 
debate  deporting  the  homeless  to  the 
Santa  Monica  mountains,  they  have 
implemented  various  “design  innova- 
tions" to  make  life  even  more  unlivable 
for  the  completely  destitute.  The  last 
public  toilet  in  L.A.’s  Skid  Row. 
“Nickel.”  directly  abutting  the  Down- 
town citadel,  was  bulldozed.  Round-top 
■'bum-proof’  benches,  uncomfortable  to 
sit  on  and  impossible  to  sleep  on,  were 
installed  at  bus  stops.  An  overhead 
sprinkler  system  in  "Skid  Row  Park"  is 
turned  on  randomly  throughout  the  night 
to  drive  out  the  homeless.  In  the  winter 
of  1987.  when  the  temperature  plum- 
meted and  a number  of  people  froze  to 
death  on  the  street,  the  cardboard  shan- 
ties erected  by  the  homeless  to  protect 
themselves  were  torn  down  by  the 
LAPD.  The  head  of  the  Planning  Com- 
mission explained  that  while  it  was  not 
illegal  to  -deep  on  the  streets,  erecting 
“any  sort  of  protective  shelter”  was 
against  the  law. 

"The  Thin  Blue  Line” 

L.A.  has  been  a seething  volcano  just 
waiting  to  explode  and  the  rulers  sitting 
on  top  knew  it.  The  overriding  force 
"holding  the  line"  against  the  majority 
of  the  city’s  population — on  whose  backs 
a thin  layer  at  the  top  were  enriching 
themselves— was  the  LAPD.  As  John 
Gregory  Dunne  described  it  in  the  New 
York  Review  of  Books  (24  October  1991), 
“the  department  functions  more  like  a 
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panzer  division  than  a normal  police 
force,  a high-tech  army  on  wheels  trained 
to  respond  to  incidents  in  seven  minutes 
or  less."  It’s  not  just  on  wheels:  LAPD 
helicopters,  equipped  with  30  million 
candlepower  spotlights  called  “Night- 
sun,"  thunder  over  the  ghettos  and  barrios 
19  hours  a day.  To  facilitate  joint  action 
with  forces  on  the  ground,  rooftops  have 
been  painted  with  street  numbers,  in 
Davis’  words,  “transforming  the  aerial 
view  of  the  city  into  a huge  police  grid.” 

In  a bunker  on  the  fourth  and  fifth 
sublevels  of  City  Hall  is  housed  the  most 
powerful,  state-of-the-art  police  commu- 
nications system  in  the  world — designed 
to  speed  up  LAPD  response  time  and 
coordinate  information  with  database 
"hit  lists"  of  "suspects."  (This  only 
underlines  that  the  LAPD  command 
deliberately  refused  to  intervene  when 
the  riots  erupted  because  the  cops  wanted 
a conflagration  to  promote  interracial 
violence  and  to  whip  up  a white  racist 
frenzy  that  could  be  channeled  into  sup- 
port for  more  murderous  cop  repression.) 
The  “Emergency  Command  Control 
Communications  System"  was  brought  in 
at  the  time  of  the  1984  Olympics 
when  the  Reaganites’  “anti-terTorism" 
scare  was  at  a fever  pitch.  Now,  Peter 
Ueberroth,  who  was  the  director  of  the 
’84  Olympics,  is  brought  in  to  head  the 
"healing  process”  to  "rebuild”  L.A. 

The  “war  against  drugs"  supplanted 
the  "war  against  terrorism”  as  the  all- 
purpose ticket  for  terror  sweeps  of 
the  ghettos  and  barrios.  As  increas- 
ing poverty,  lumpenization  and  despair 
in  the  black  ghettos  and  Hispanic 
barrios  gave  rise  to  gangs  like  the 
Crips  and  the  Bloods,  a frenzy  was 
whipped  up  over  “gang-related  crime." 
In  1988,  the  LAPD  launched  "Operation 
HAMMER.”  Declaring  “this  is  Vietnam 
here,”  the  cops  carried  out  “search  and 
destroy”  missions. 

In  August  1988,  eighty-eight  cops  de- 
scended on  two  apartment  buildings  in 
a black  neighborhood  on  Dalton  Avenue. 
Armed  with  sledgehammers  and  batter- 
ing rams,  they  completely  demolished 
four  apartments — smashing  windows, 
walls  and  furniture,  ripping  out  toilets 
and  throwing  washing  machines  into 
bathtubs,  and  spray-painting  the  walls 
with  “LAPD  Rules."  Meanwhile  those 
who  were  arrested  were  forced  to  whistle 
the  theme  song  of  The  Andy  Griffith 
Show  as  they  were  marched  through  a 
gauntlet  of  cops  beating  them  with  flash- 
lights and  fists.  When  it  was  all  over, 
the  LAPD  had  two  arrests  of  non- 
residents on  penny-ante  charges  of  pos- 
sessing small  amounts  of  marijuana  and 
cocaine.  A year  and  a half  later,  an  L.A. 
jury  awarded  the  55  residents  $3  million 
in  damages. 

The  Dalton  Avenue  assault  was  not  a 
case  of  cops  running  amok  but  rather  an 
example  of  standard  operating  proce- 
dure by  the  L.A.  cops.  A May  199 1 Daily 
News  study  of  387  LAPD  shootings 
(167  of  them  fatal)  over  the  period  from 
1985  to  1990  showed  that  not  one  officer 
was  criminally  charged.  A January  1992 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  report 
on  the  LAPD's  canine  unit  showed  more 
than  900  people  bitten  by  police  dogs  in 
a three-year  period  ending  early  1991; 
70  percent  of  the  dog-bite  victims  were 
Latino,  20  percent  black  and  only  2 per- 
cent white.  The  kill-crazy  sadism  and 
thug  mentality  of  this  paramilitary 
force — whose  helicopters,  armored  per- 
sonnel carriers,  tanks  and  SWAT  teams 
have  long  been  the  stuff  of  TV  shows 
and  movies — was  televised  to  millions 
of  Americans  who  watched  in  horror  at 
the  videotape  of  an  LAPD  gang  torturing 
a defenseless  black  man,  Rodney  King. 

In  the  face  of  nationwide  public  fury, 
the  L.A.  city  administration  set  up  an 
“independent  commission”  to  investi- 
gate the  cops.  The  Christopher  Commis- 
sion report  opened  with  the  statement: 
"The  Rodney  King  beating  stands  as  a 
landmark  in  the  recent  history  of  law 
enforcement,  comparable  to  the  Scotts- 


boro  case  in  1931."  The  landmark  here 
was  that  the  cops  were  caught  on  camera 
employing  the  racist  terror  that  is  the 
daily  fare  dished  out  to  oppressed  minor- 
ities by  police  forces  across  the  country. 
True,  the  L.A.  cops  may  be  one  of  the 
most  blatant  examples  of  police  bona- 
partism,  acting  as  a law  unto  themselves. 
Right  up  to  his  resignation  last  month, 
Daryl  Gates  Haunted  the  fact  that  the 
LAPD  chief  is  not  even  formally  respon- 
sible to  the  mayor  or  city  council.  Gates 
became  something  of  an  embarrassment 
to  the  powers  that  be.  To  rein  in  these 
dogs  of  war,  the  Christopher  Commis- 
sion report  called  for  increased  training, 
"cultural  awareness”  sessions  and  the 
creation  of  a “citizen  Police  Commis- 
sion" to  review  complaints. 

As  communists  with  a Marxist  under- 
standing of  the  state,  we  oppose  cop 
bonapartism  and  warn  that  the  police- 
state  terror  of  the  LAPD  is  not  going 
to  be  curbed  through  better  training 
or  "independent”  investigation  into  its 
“excesses.”  The  cops  are  the  armed 
enforcers  of  capitalist  “law  and  order." 


The  paramilitary  forces  of  the  LAPD 
reflect  the  fragility  of  the  propertied, 
wealthy  few  whose  rule  can  only  be 
enforced  and  maintained  through  brutal 
subjugation  of  those  whose  exploitation 
and  oppression  feeds  their  profits.  From 
the  standpoint  of  minorities,  poor  and 
working  people,  the  record  of  the  more 
traditional,  corrupt  Los  Angeles  Sher- 
iff's Department  is  hardly  better.  Some 
of  the  worst  examples  cited  in  the  recent 
Amnesty  International  report  on  police 
brutality  in  L.A.  were  carried  out  by 
LASD  deputies  against  black  and  Latino 
residents  of  Lynwood,  a neighborhood 
near  South-Central  Los  Angeles. 

Small  wonder  that  youth  in  the  ghettos 
and  barrios  are  receptive  to  the  idea 
(peddled  by  groups  like  Progressive 
Labor  and  the  Revolutionary  Communist 
Party)  that  they  are  living  under  a fas- 
cist dictatorship.  To  preserve  its  decrepit 
rule,  the  bourgeoisie  is  increasingly  turn- 
ing this  country  into  some  kind  of  "dem- 
ocratic” police  state  using  measures  that 
found  naked  expression  in  Los  Angeles. 
Behind  the  bonapartist  cops  stands  an 
arsenal  of  legal  repression  like  the  1988 
“Street  Terrorism  Enforcement  and  Pre- 
vention Act"  (STEP).  Drawn  up  by  the 
local  D.A.’s  office  and  passed  with  over- 
whelming bipartisan  support  in  the  Cal- 
ifornia legislature,  this  law  not  only 
made  membership  in  a gang  a felony 
offense  but  allows  for  prosecution  of 
parents  of  gang  members.  The  net  effect 
is  to  criminalize  virtually  every  non- 
Anglo  youth  in  the  city  and  county,  as 
well  as  white  street  kids. 

L.A.  now  has  the  largest  prison  pop- 
ulation in  a country  which  has  more  peo- 
ple behind  bars  than  any  place  else  in 
the  world.  The  cops  barricade  off  whole 
neighborhoods  in  "Narcotics  Enforce- 
ment Zones."  Curfews  are  selectively 
applied  to  the  ghettos  and  barrios  as 
police  sweep  the  streets  for  violators  to 
add  to  their  computer  database  of  “sus- 


pects.” In  a Rand  Corporation  study  of 
5,633  people  arrested  during  the  recent 
riots  in  L.A..  more  than  2,000  were 
hauled  in  for  “curfew  violation."  Despite 
the  media  images  of  marauding  mobs, 
barely  10  percent  (570)  were  arrested  on 
"violence"  charges,  and  of  those  143 
were  for  weapons  possession.  This  is  an 
indication  not  of  violent  crime  but  of  the 
fact  that  any  sane  person  in  Los  Angeles 
is  likely  to  have  a gun.  Only  ten  of  those 
arrested,  overwhelmingly  Latinos  and 
blacks,  were  charged  with  homicide. 
And  of  over  50  deaths  listed  as  “riot- 
connected,”  not  one  was  a cop. 

“Forty  Year  War”  on  L.A.  Labor: 
Now  a Century  Old 

That  the  LAPD  rivals  the  military  in 
some  Third  World  military  dictatorship 
is  because  they  have  never  felt  the  mo- 
bilized power  of  an  organized  labor 
movement.  Los  Angeles  is  an  anti-union, 
“open  shop"  city — a legacy  which  goes 
back  to  the  robber  barons  who  conspired 
to  enrich  themselves  through  the  cre- 
ation of  this  sprawling  desert  metropolis. 


These  are  the  “titans”  who  drained  the 
Owens  Valley  dry,  diverting  water  to  the 
San  Fernando  Valley  where  the  desert 
lands  they  had  procured  through  various 
real  estate  swindles  began  to  bloom.  The 
water  wars  of  the  1920s  were  the  subject 
of  Roman  Polanski's  movie  Chinatown. 

In  Cadillac  Desert  (1986)  Marc  Reis- 
ner  describes  L.A.  in  the  latter  years  of 
the  1 9th  century:  "By  the  end  of  the  Civil 
War.  when  San  Francisco  was  the 
Babylon  of  the  American  frontier,  Los 
Angeles  was  a Filthy  pueblo  of  thirteen 
thousand,  a beach  for  human  Hotsam 
washed  across  the  continent  on  the  blood 
tide  of  the  war."  The  creation  of  the  city 
that  grew  up  in  its  place  was  plotted  by 
a cabal  of  railway  tycoons,  developers 
and  bankers.  Led  by  General  Harrison 
Gray  Otis,  founder  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Times,  and  his  son-in-law  Harry  Chand- 
ler, who  together  headed  a dynasty  that 
ruled  the  city  for  three  generations,  they 
looted  the  region.  To  compete  with  San 
Francisco  they  constructed  a completely 
manmade  harbor.  Against  the  booming 
port  city  to  the  north,  at  the  time  the 
most  unionized  city  in  the  world,  the  rob- 
ber barons  of  L.A.  boosted  their  city  as 
a haven  of  “economic  freedom"  from 
organized  labor. 

In  the  1890s,  General  Otis  militarized 
labor  relations  in  Los  Angeles.  Otis 
drove  through  the  streets  in  a custom- 
built  car  with  a small  working  cannon 
on  the  hood  and  his  L.A.  Times  Building 
resembled  a medieval  fortress.  Unions 
that  existed  were  locked  out  or  smashed 
by  the  Merchants  and  Manufacturers 
Association,  picketing  was  outlawed 
and  radicals  were  run  off  the  streets. 
As  Louis  Adamic  wrote  in  his  book 
Dynamite:  The  Story  of  Class  Violence 
in  America  (1931).  “Otis  had  become 
the  most  savage  and  effective  enemy 
of  labor  unionism  in  the  country,  and 
as  a result  of  his  doings  Los  Angeles 
was — and  is  today — the  outstanding 


open-shop  town  in  the  United  States." 

Key  was  the  jailing  of  the  McNamara 
brothers  in  1911.  The  McNamaras, 
organizers  for  the  Iron  Workers,  were 
charged  with  dynamiting  the  Times 
Building.  Their  case  galvanized  labor 
in  L.A.  against  the  hated  union-busting 
Otis  regime.  Demonstrations  of  20,000 
came  out  in  support  of  the  McNamaras, 
and  Socialist  Party  candidate  Job  Harri- 
man  was  poised  to  take  the  mayoral 
elections.  But  when  defense  lawyer 
Clarence  Darrow  had  the  McNamaras 
change  their  plea  to  "guilty,"  the  tide 
was  turned.  The  streets  outside  the  court- 
house, which  had  been  filled  with  the 
McNamaras’  defenders,  were  empty.  The 
McNamara  boys  were  thrown  behind 
bars,  one  for  life.  Otis  rode  high  in  the 
saddle,  trampling  any  opposition  to  the 
rule  of  his  dynasty.  This  was  the  high 
point  of  what  the  Times  termed  the 
"Forty  Year  War"  against  labor,  a defin- 
ing event  which  has  conditioned  class 
relations  in  Los  Angeles  ever  since. 

Davis  reports  that  “one  AFL  union 
after  another  had  been  broken  in  a suc- 
cession of  violent  metal  trades  strikes 
and  street  transport  lockouts.  Only  IWW 
seamen  and  longshoremen  defied  the 
Merchants  and  Manufacturers  Associa- 
tion crusade  to  make  the  open  shop 
complete"  ( City  of  Quartz).  Through  the 
1920s,  white  mainstreeters  from  the 
Midwest  flocked  to  L.A..  making  it  one 
of  the  most  right-wing  nativist  cities  in 
the  country.  In  the  ’30s,  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  “Okies”  from  the  Oklahoma- 
Texas  dust  bowl  joined  the  Depression 
migration  to  the  Los  Angeles  basin.  The 
first  years  of  the  stormy  CIO  organiz- 
ing drives  which  established  industrial 
unions  in  the  Midwest  auto,  steel  and 
rubber  centers  passed  L.A.  by.  But  as 
the  U.S.  geared  up  for  World  War  II, 
industry  in  Los  Angeles  was  booming. 
In  March  1941,  the  UAW-CIO  won  an 
NLRB  election  at  the  North  American 
Aviation  plant  in  Inglewood. 

On  June  5.  the  12,000  workers  at 
North  American  struck.  Roosevelt  im- 
mediately ordered  them  back  to  work, 
and  dispatched  an  army  of  3.500  battle- 
ready  troops  to  open  the  plant.  As 
Art  Preis  reports  in  Labor's  Giant  Step 
(Pioneer,  1964).  “Roosevelt  acted  with 
confidence  because  he  felt  he  had  the 
backing  of  high  CIO  and  UAW  offi- 
cials.... Thus,  the  United  States  govern- 
ment waged  its  first  military  engage- 
ment of  World  War  II  on  American  soil 
against  American  workers  resisting  hun- 
ger wages.”  As  troops  drove  workers 
back  with  blows  from  the  rifle  butts, 
cries  broke  out  "Heil  Roosevelt!”  Sol- 
diers armed  with  trench  mortars,  antitank 
guns,  machine  guns  and  two  antiaircraft 
guns  cleared  the  area.  Local  strike  lead- 
ers yielded,  advising  workers  to  go  back. 
In  a final  blow,  the  UAW  International 
suspended  local  union  officers,  redbait- 
ing them  as  communists. 

When  the  UAW  was  finally  estab- 
lished in  the  aircraft  plants  of  Southeast 
L.A..  and  the  Steelworkers  at  the  Kaiser 
plant  in  Fontana  out  in  San  Bernardino 
County,  it  was  strictly  from  the  top 
down.  During  the  war  years,  women 
workers  were  heavily  employed  in  the 
aircraft  plants,  and  many  black  workers 
from  the  South  found  jobs  there.  But  the 
pervasive  atmosphere  of  racist  reaction 
(which  exploded  in  the  1943  anti- 
Mexican  "Zoot  suit"  riots)  continued  to 
dominate  the  area.  (North  American 
refused  to  hire  any  blacks.)  Chester 
Himes’  1945  novel  If  He  Hollers  Let 
Him  Go  tells  of  the  experiences  of  a 
skilled  black  shipyard  worker  confronted 
by  Jim  Crow  segregation  in  and  out  of 
the  plants.  In  his  autobiography.  Himes 
noted  that  he  had  lived  in  the  South,  sur- 
vived seven  and  a half  years  in  prison, 
five  Depression  years  in  Cleveland,  "But 
under  the  mental  corrosion  of  race  prej- 
udice in  Los  Angeles  I had  become  bitter 
and  saturated  with  hate." 

(TO  BE  CONTINUED] 


LAPD  war  on  minorities:  paramilitary  SWAT  teams  used  battering  rams 
mounted  on  tanks  in  “search  and  destroy”  missions  in  ghettos  and  barrios. 


10  JULY  1992 


11 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


L.A.  Flashpoint  U.S.A. 


Racist  Cop  Bonapartism  vs. 
Minorities,  Immigrants,  Labor 


WV  Pholo 

Labor  battle  at  Century  City:  Striking 
janitors  face  LAPD  attack  in  successful 
fight  to  win  a union,  June  1990. 


Four  years  ago.  in  a report  commis- 
sioned by  L.A.  mayor  Tom  Bradley.  Los 
Angeles  was  hyped  as  a "vibrant  mosaic." 
the  “leading  hub  of  world  trade."  a “cross- 
roads city"  that  "welcomes  and  encour- 
ages diversity."  The  1988  report  entitled 
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“L.A.  2000.  A City  for  the  Future" 
boasted,  "Just  as  New  York.  London  and 
Paris  stood  as  symbols  of  past  centuries, 
Los  Angeles  will  be  THE  city  of  the  2 1st 
century."  In  a "New  World  Order"  dom- 
inated by  American  imperialism,  just  as 
Miami  would  be  the  capital  of  Latin 
America.  L.A.  would  serve  as  hub  of  the 
Pacific  Rim.  This  calculation  was  the 
basis  for  an  ambitious  building  boom  of 
corporate  centers  financed  by  Asian  cap- 
ital. But  the  explosion  of  outrage  that 
ripped  through  the  impoverished  ghettos 
and  barrios,  following  the  acquittal  of 
the  racist  L.A.  cops  who  savagely  beat 
black  motorist  Rodney  King,  blew  a gap- 
ing hole  in  the  city  boosters*  script. 

In  "La-La  Land."  smug  yuppies  relied 
on  desperate  "illegals*'  from  Central 
America  to  make  their  gardens  bloom 
and  care  for  their  kids  while  they  organ- 
ized in  "ecology-minded"  movements  to 
keep  "them"  out  of  the  neighborhood. 
They  would  drive  past  teeming  black 
and  Latino  South-Central  as  they  cruised 
the  freeways  in  their  BMWs.  At  the  top. 
city  rulers  pointed  to  their  glitzy  steel- 
and-glass  developments  in  Century  City 
and  downtown.  But  at  the  base,  there  is 
an  economy  of  raw  exploitation  where 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  desperate 
immigrants  labor  for  the  minimum  wage 
in  sweatshops  that  now  occupy  the  sites 
of  the  former  unionized  manufacturing 


plants.  The  destruction  of  industry  dec- 
imated what  income  base  there  was  in 
the  already  impoverished  black  ghetto. 
And  on  April  29.  the  smoldering  rage  at 
the  bottom  burst  into  flames  that  con- 
sumed the  “city  of  angels.” 

By  the  end  of  the  1980s,  Los  Angeles 
had  replaced  San  Francisco  as  the  West 
Coast  power  center  and  become  the 
second-largest  Financial  center  in  the 
U.S.  With  the  highest  percentage  of 
immigrants  of  any  city  in  the  country 
(over  40  percent  of  the  total  population), 
it  was  perhaps  the  most  ethnically 
diverse  metropolis  in  the  world.  The 
L.A.  school  district  reports  that  over  80 
languages  are  spoken  by  its  students, 
while  the  London  Economist  describes 
Los  Angeles  as  a place  where  one  can 
buy  a kosher  burrito  in  a store  run  by 


Koreans.  But  in  this  epoch  of  capitalist 
decay,  the  melting  pot  has  become  a 
pressure  cooker.  With  this  intense  social 
change  and  strife  on  its  doorstep,  the  film 
industry  has  produced  a spate  of  recent 
films  on  the  L.A.  cauldron,  from  the 
white  liberal  Grand  Canyon  to  the  black 
nationalist  Boyz  N the  Hood. 

There  has  also  been  an  avalanche 
of  books  on  changing  L.A..  includ- 
ing David  Rieff's  vapid  Los  Angeles: 
Capital  of  the  Third  World  (Simon  & 
Schuster.  1991).  the  diverse  collection 
of  essays  edited  by  David  Reid.  Sex. 
Death  and  God  in  L.A.  (Pantheon.  1992), 
and  leftist  author  Mike  Davis’  wide- 
ranging  and  knowledgeable  City  of 
Quartz.  Excavating  the  Future  in  Los 
Angeles  (Verso,  1990).  In  The  Third  Cen- 
tury: America's  Resurgence  in  the  Asian 


Era.  Joel  Kotkin  argued  that  the  massive 
immigration  of  Asians  and  Latinos  to 
L.A.  was  emblematic  of  a new  "Manifest 
Destiny"  for  the  declining  ' American 
Empire."  in  which  the  U.S.  would 
emerge  as  “a  ‘world  nation*  with  links 
to  virtually  every  inhabitable  part  of  the 
globe."  But  far  from  representing  a revi- 
talized future  for  American  imperialist 
global  exploitation  and  competition.  Los 
Angeles'  much-vaunted  "growth  econ- 
omy" epitomized  the  decay  and  parasit- 
ism of  U.S.  capitalism. 

The  shameless  looting  of  productive 
investment  and  destruction  of  industry 
was  personified  by  Michael  Milken,  the 
‘80s  junk  bond  king  who  operated  out 
of  Beverly  Hills.  While  Milken  raked  in 
a $500  million  “salary"  in  one  year,  tens 
of  thousands  of  workers  in  L.A.’s  auto, 
steel  and  rubber  plants  were  thrown  out 
of  their  jobs  as  the  plants  were  closed 
down  in  the  deindustrialization  of  Amer- 
ica. Today  over  half  of  black  youth  in 
L.A.  are  unemployed,  driven  back  and 
isolated  on  increasingly  mean  streets. 
Hovering  above  them,  the  "Blue  Thun- 
der" helicopters  of  L.A.’s  paramilitary 
police  force  maintain  a reign  of  terror 
over  the  ghettos  and  barrios,  against  the 
poor  and  homeless.  And  then  with  the 
blatant  injustice  ot  the  racist  Simi  Valley 
verdict  letting  the  LAPD  killer  cops 
walk,  to  paraphrase  the  city’s  motto,  it 
"all  came  together  in  L.A." 

What  followed  was  a multiracial 
social  upheaval.  The  media  show  endless 
reruns  of  the  brutal  beating  of  white 
truck  driver  Reginald  Denny,  trying  to 
paint  the  conflagration  as  a vicious  race 
riot  (naturally,  they  play  down  the  fact 
that  Denny  was  rescued  by  blacks). 
There  were  ugly  incidents,  particularly 
continued  on  page  10 
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Spartaclsts  join  protest  outside  Parker  Center  after  racist  verdict  in  Rodney 
King  case,  April  29. 
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Left  Hand  of  Capitalism  Slaps  Blacks.  Labor 

Yuppie  Democrats  Hit  NYC 


Clinton  and  Gore  run  for  the  racist  vote  in  the  'burbs,  while  the  barrios  and  ghettos  seethe  with  anger.  Right:  Dominican  protesters  in  Washington  Heights 
following  cop  killing  of  Jose  Garcia. 


For  a Fighting  Workers  Party! 


With  all  the  fanfare  and  bal- 
loons that  $10  million  can  buy. 
the  red,  white  and  blue  Dem- 
ocratic National  Convention 
played  at  the  Madison  Square 
Garden  July  13-16.  But  before 
the  team  of  “New  South"  yuppies  could 
launch  their  bid  to  compete  with  Bush 
for  the  suburban  backlash  vote,  the  con- 
vention was  threatened  by  an  outbreak 
of  angry  urban  unrest.  A week  earlier, 
the  Dominican  community  of  Washing- 
ton Heights,  in  upper  Manhattan,  erupted 
in  fury  over  the  pointblank  police  exe- 
cution of  23-year-old  Jos6  "Kiko”  Garcia 


by  an  undercover  cop.  Crowds  of  pro- 
testers took  to  the  streets,  while  a police 
army  of  over  2.000  riot  cops  occupied 
the  community.  The  National  Guard  was 
put  on  alert. 

But  the  host  Democrats  kept  the  lid 
on.  Mayor  David  Dinkins  pounded  the 
pavement  of  Washington  Heights,  and 
the  protests  subsided  before  the  confab 


actually  got  underway.  The  homeless 
community  in  and  around  Penn  Station 
was  removed.  The  union  tops  kept  their 
promises  of  labor  peace  in  the  prep  work 
at  the  Garden.  So  the  Dems  succeeded 
in  pasting  a fake  happy  face  on  the  Big 
Apple.  The  made-for-TV  production  got 
the  cold  shoulder  from  the  networks,  and 
it  was  beat  out  by  Revenge  of  the  Nerds. 


Part  III  in  the  ratings.  But  they 
nominated  William  Jefferson 
Clinton  and  Albert  Gore,  Jr. 
without  incident,  and  this  "dou- 
ble dose  of  Southern  baby  boom- 
ers" (New  York  Post)  soared  in 
the  presidential  polls,  the  biggest  “post- 
convention bounce”  in  memory. 

The  convention  was  carefully  scripted 
to  deliver  the  message  that  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  had  “finally  gotten  the  New 
Deal  out  of  its  system”  (Newsweek). 
They  pieced  off  Jerry  Brown  and  Jesse 
Jackson  with  a few  minutes’  speaking 
continued  on  page  7 


Supreme  Court  Upholds  Ban  on  Abortion  Pill 


RU  486 

The  Supreme  Court  escalated  its 
assault  on  the  right  to  abortion  July  17 
by  ruling,  in  a seven-to-two  decision, 
to  uphold  the  government’s  confisca- 
tion of  RU  486,  the  "French  abortion 
pill,"  from  a pregnant  woman  who 
brought  it  into  the  country  for  her  own 
use.  RU  486  is  by  far  the  safest,  most 
private  and  least  expensive  method  of 
abortion,  because  it  does  not  entail 
anesthesia  or  surgery.  That’s  why  the 
opponents  of  women’s  rights  fear  it 
so — they  can  see  the  day  coming  when 
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medical  technology  defeats  the  reac- 
tionary mobs  besieging  the  clinics  and 
effectively  makes  abortion  available 
to  all.  So  in  the  name  of  the  "family 
values"  ballyhooed  by  both  capitalist 
parties,  and  ignoring  ample  scientific 
evidence  showing  RU  486  to  be  safe, 
the  bigots  in  black  robes  endorsed 
the  orders  of  the  Bush  administration, 
which  had  customs  agents  put  on  a 
special  watch  for  Leona  Benten,  seize 
her  pills  and  refuse  to  give  them  back. 

The  Court's  five-to-four  decision 
last  month  on  the  Pennsylvania  anti- 
abortion  law  claimed  to  uphold  the  con- 


stitutional right  established  by  the  1973 
Roe  v.  Wade  ruling,  while  gutting  it  in 
practice  by  allowing  a slew  of  restric- 
tions. Through  mandatory  waiting  peri- 
ods and  parental  consent  requirements, 
bans  on  state  funding  and  the  absence 
of  health  facilities  that  perform  the 
simple  medical  procedure,  abortion  is 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  young 
women,  poor  women,  women  living  in 
rural  areas  and  urban  ghettos,  while 
affluent  suburbanites  and  yuppies  can 
always  find  the  way  to  avoid  unwanted 
children.  The  decision  on  RU  486  lets 
continued  on  page  II 


Reyes/Oakland  Tribune 

Leona  Benten  defied  government 
ban  on  abortion  pill. 


Got  it, 

« 


: French  Women 
We  Want  It! 


Honor  Vincent  St.  John, 
IWW  Labor  Rebel 


Last  year  an  appeal  was  issued  by 
the  Vincent  St.  John  Memorial  Fund, 
co-chaired  by  Archie  Green  and  Joyce 
Kombluh.  “Sixty  two  years  ago."  they 
noted,  “‘one  of  the  greatest  labor  organ- 
izers this  country  ever  produced'  died  in 
poverty  and  obscurity  and  was  buried  in 
an  unmarked  grave,  without  ceremony, 
in  Oakland.  California."  The  group  pro- 
posed to  erect  a simple  red  granite 
headstone  which  would  memorialize 
the  life  of  St.  John,  a real  working-class 
hero. 

The  fund  quickly  collected  more  than 
it  needed  from  enthusiastic  subscrib- 
ers. among  them  the  Prometheus  Re- 
search Library  (archive  and  library  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Spartacist 
League/U.S.).  And  so  last  month,  on 
June  21,  a couple  dozen  of  labor’s  par- 
tisans gathered  in  the  Oakland  Public- 
Cemetery  at  the  newly  marked  grave. 


On  the  headstone  was  inscribed: 

Vincent  St.  John 
1876-1929 
"The  Saint" 

General  Secretary 
Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
It  was  a refreshingly  open  gathering 
of  people  from  different  backgrounds 
and  tendencies  of  the  working-class 
movement  who  came  together  for  a 
brief  tribute.  There  were  some  elderly 
people — children  of  the  old  "Wob- 
blies" — and  some  young  people,  a cou- 
ple of  women  whose  parents  were 
Wobs,  while  others  were  connected  to 
the  Communist  Party.  IWW  and  Lenin 
buttons  were  sprinkled  in  the  group. 
Two  senior  AFL-CIO  reps  seemed  to 
give  the  official  nod  to  the  occasion, 
and  the  head  of  the  gravediggers  union 
was  present.  Representatives  of  the  Spar- 


tacist League,  the  Trotskyists,  were 
welcomed  in  the  FWW’s  non-sectarian 
spirit.  It  was  an  open  free  speech  meet- 
ing and  a real  honor — one  can  only 
regret  that  labor's  masses  have  by  and 
large  been  cut  off  from  this  tradition 
by  decades  of  bureaucratization  and 
witchhunting. 

The  IWW  believed  in  the  class  strug- 
gle. and  St.  John  was  a founder  and  key 
organizer  in  the  crucial  years  1906-1914. 
A miner  by  trade  and  also  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  (WFM),  he  is  irrevocably  linked 
to  the  heroic  struggles  of  that  period, 
from  Coeur  d’Alene  in  Idaho  to  Colo- 
rado’s Cripple  Creek.  One  mine  owners' 
detective  agency  complained  in  1906 
that  St.  John  was  causing  “more  trouble 
in  the  past  year  than  any  twenty  men" 
in  the  Colorado  mining  district,  and 
would  soon  "have  the  entire  district 
organized.”  James  P.  Cannon,  who  was 
himself  an  on-the-road  Wobbly  organ- 
izer and  went  on  to  help  found  the  Amer- 
ican Communist  Party  and  later  the  Trot- 
skyist movement  in  the  U.S.,  fondly 
recalled: 

‘"The  Saint.’  of  affectionate  memory, 
was  a wonderful  man  to  learn  from.  He 
was  short  on  palaver  and  had  some  gaps 
in  his  theory,  but  he  was  long  on  action 
and  he  was  firmly  convinced  that  the 
water  is  the  only  place  where  a man  can 
learn  to  swim.  His  way  of  testing,  and 
also  developing,  the  young  militants  who 
grew  up  under  his  tutelage  was  to  give 
them  responsibility  and  shove  them  into 
action  and  see  what  happened.  Those 
who  acquired  self-confidence  and  the 
capacity  to  make  decisions  under  fire  on 
the  spot,  which  are  about  90  percent  of 
the  distinctive  quality  of  leaders  and 
organizers,  eventually  received  creden- 
tials as  voluntary  organizers.  Thereafter 
they  enjoyed  a semi-official  status  in  the 
strikes  and  other  actions  which  marked 
the  career  of  the  I.W.W.  in  its  glorious 
heyday.  The  shock  troops  of  the  move- 
ment were  the  foot-loose  militants  who 
moved  around  the  country  as  the  scene 
of  action  shifted." 

— "In  the  Spirit  of  the 
Pioneers,"  Labor  Action, 

28  November  1936,  reprinted 
in  Notebook  of  an  Agitator 
(1958) 

When  the  first  general  president  of 
the  IWW,  Charles  Sherman,  arrived  at 
the  second  convention  in  1906  with  a 
program  limited  to  industrial  unionism. 
St.  John  in  alliance  with  socialist  Daniel 
De  Leon  led  a successful  fight  to 
oust  the  Sherman  forces  because,  he 
explained  simply,  they  “were  not  in 


accord  with  the  revolutionary  program 
of  the  organization."  Years  later  Cannon 
remarked  wryly  that  Sherman  thus  be- 
came “the  first,  and... so  far  the  only, 
union  president  on  record  to  get  dumped 
because  he  was  not  a revolutionist.”  He 
added.  “There  will  be  others"  ( The  First 
Ten  Years  of  American  Communism 
(19621). 

This  disgust  for  trade-union  refor- 
mism and  bureaucratism  was  the  healthy 
side  of  Wobbly-style  syndicalism,  as  was 
their  disdain  for  the  ballot-box  "social- 
ists” of  the  De  Leon  ilk.  After  World 
War  I,  the  British  Communist  Party 
was  pretty  much  stillborn  as  a result  of 
its  exclusion  of  the  Celtic  anarcho- 
syndicalists.  In  contrast,  the  American 
CP  managed  to  incorporate  some  of  the 
Wobblies,  and  was  far  richer  for  it.  The 
famous  Wobbly  slogan.  “An  Injury  to 
One  Is  an  Injury  to  All,"  became  the 
watchword  of  the  International  Labor 
Defense,  founded  by  the  early  Commu- 
nist Party  on  Cannon's  initiative. 

Cannon  relates  that  he  made  persistent 
efforts  to  recruit  St.  John  to  the  Com- 
munist movement  around  1920,  "and 
almost  succeeded;  I didn’t  know  how 
close  I had  come  until  later,  when  it  was 
too  late.”  They  had  stayed  up  all  night 
talking  at  the  cottage  of  Carlo  Tresca 
and  Elizabeth  Gurley  Flynn  in  Staten 
Island.  When  Flynn  later  came  over  to 
the  CP  and  was  working  with  Cannon 
in  the  ILD,  she  recalled  that  he  nearly 
convinced  St.  John  that  night.  But  “jail 
and  prison  had  taken  their  toll";  he  was 
a bit  tired  and  it  was  a little  late  for  “the 
Saint”  to  start  over  again.  Cannon 
observed  regretfully. 

The  1917  Bolshevik  October  Revo- 
lution taught  the  new  generation  of 
working-class  militants  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  simply  combine  the  tasks  of 
trade  unionism  and  a revolutionary  party 
in  "One  Big  Union.”  What  was  needed 
was  a party  of  professional  revolution- 
aries, a Leninist  party,  at  the  head  of  the 
working  class  fighting  to  bring  down  cap- 
italist rule  and  forge  a workers  state. 
Fueled  by  the  Bolshevik  experience,  the 
Communist  Party  grew  and  the  IWW 
faded  into  the  twilight.  Today  we  Trot- 
skyists seek  to  continue  that  vital  Leninist 
heritage,  later  trampled  by  Stalinism. 
But  it  is  undeniable  that  the  lead-ass, 
bureaucratized  labor  movement  today 
badly  needs  an  infusion  of  St.  John's 
spirit  of  unflinching  class  struggle.  ■ 


The  Democratic-Republican 
Shell  Game 

With  the  Democrats'  nomination  of  rwo 
Southern  white  so-called  " moderates ,”  they 
are  trying  to  shed  their  image  as  a party 
catering  to  blacks  and  labor.  In  order  to 
divert  the  radicalization  of  the  working  class 
during  the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930s, 

Democratic  president  Franklin  Roosevelt 
formed  an  American  version  of  the  ''popular 

TROTSKY  front"  by  welding  together  the  party’s  historic  LENIN 

base  in  the  white-supremacist  South  with  the 
newly  organized  labor  movement  in  the  North.  In  the  mid-1950s  James  P.  Cannon,  the 
founding  leader  of  American  Trotskyism,  pointed  out  that  the  " strongest  opposition  to 
the  civil  rights  program,  and  the  strongest  support  to  anti-labor  legislation  in  recent  years, 
has  come  from  labor's  'partners'  in  the  Democratic-labor  coalition."  More  generally. 
Cannon  explained  how  "lesser  evil"  bourgeois  politics  helps  perpetuate  capitalist  exploita- 
tion and  racist  oppression. 

What  is  this  American  two-party  system,  which  so  many  people  think  is  a matter 
of  our  will  and  our  genius  and  can  endure  forever?.  . What  we  have  in  this  country 
are  not  two  separate  class  parties,  but  two  factions  of  the  same  ruling  class — the 
Republican  faction  and  the  Democratic  faction.  This  was  a very  good  and  convenient 
system  for  rich  and  stable  American  capitalism.  From  one  point  of  view,  it  flexibly 
contained  the  antagonisms  within  the  capitalist  ranks.  It  gave  a political  expression 
for  the  conflicts  of  interests  between  different  factions  and  sections  of  the  capitalist 
class  itself.  In  another  respect,  the  two-party  system,  expressing  the  interests  of  two 
factions  of  the  ruling  class,  but  pretending  to  represent  all  the  people,  was  an  excellent 
safety  valve  for  popular  discontent. 

When  people  got  fed  up  with  the  administration  power,  they  could  always  find  relief 
for  their  dissatisfaction.  The  traditional  American  slogan  always  was,  "Turn  the  rascals 
out."  The  only  alternative,  however,  was  to  put  another  set  of  rascals  in.  That  never 
did  much  good,  but  it  gave  the  people  a little  satisfaction  without  disturbing  the 
bourgeois  rule.... 

This  political  shell  game  was  possible  in  its  purest  form  only  as  long  as  capitalism 
was  strong  and  secure  and  ascending  in  a stable  capitalist  world,  and  when  there  was 
no  labor  challenge  to  the  capitalist  rule  in  the  country.  Those  conditions  are  fading 
away.... 

The  workers,  under  such  conditions,  must  and  will  turn  to  militancy  and  throw  up 
leaders  of  a new  mold,  just  as  the  workers  in  the  thirties  threw  up  new  trade-union 
leaders  out  of  the  ranks.  And  it  is  in  just  such  a situation,  when  class  collaboration 
is  out  the  window  and  the  class  struggle  is  on  the  agenda,  that  the  supreme  expression 
of  the  class  struggle,  the  revolutionary  Marxist  party,  will  get  a hearing  and  become 
the  mentor  of  the  militant  new  staff  of  leaders  arising  out  of  the  shops  and  the 
factories. 

— James  P.  Cannon,  America's  Road  to  Socialism  (1953) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Letter 


Counterrevolution  and 
Nationalism  in  Yugoslavia 


Melbourne,  Australia 
To  Workers  Vanguard: 

Defend  the  Yugoslav  workers  state! 

Smash  the  Chetniks  and  Imperialism! 
For  Political  Revolution  in  Belgrade  and 

throughout  Yugoslavia! 

Down  with  the  Traitor  Milosevic!  For  a 

Socialist  Federation  of  the  Balkans! 
For  a Multination  Revolutionary  Party! 
Not  Serb  against  Moslem  and  Croat  but 

Class  against  Class! 

In  1937  Stalin  murdered  the  party  and 
purged  all  components  of  the  state  includ- 
ing 25,000  officers  of  the  army.  In  the 
words  of  Trotsky  "the  Soviet  bureaucracy 
has  adopted  the  political  methods  of  fas- 
cism." In  the  same  year  James  Burnham, 
a member  of  the  Political  Committee  of 
the  SWP,  "questioned  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Fourth  International  that 
the  Soviet  Union  is  a workers'  state 
which,  although  degenerated  under  the 
Stalinist  regime,  must  be  unconditionally 
defended  against  imperialist  attack  by 
the  world  working  class.”  A reasonable 
argument  could  be  made  that  the  workers 
state  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  smashed 
and  a nascent  bourgeois  state  (i.e.  State 
Capitalism — bourgeois  state,  national- 
ised property,  elements  of  planning)  now 
existed.  This  theory  of  State  Capitalism 
(as  bureaucratic  collectivism)  has  been 
disproved  by  Marxist  theory  and  events 
but  continually  rises  in  different  forms, 
the  statement  "Milosevic  now  stands  at 
the  helm  of  a nascent  bourgeois  state” 
being  one  of  them. 

Yugoslavia  has  been  a workers  state. 
Has  it  gone  through  a qualitative  change 
to  become  a bourgeois  state  or  states.  A 
workers  state  is  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  while  a bourgeois  state  is  the 
dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie.  The  two 
(states  and)  dictatorships  are  obviously 
clearly  mutually  exclusive,  irreconcil- 
able and  totally  antagonistic.  One  cannot 
change  into  the  other  but  one  must 
smash,  crush  and  destroy  the  other.  The 
bourgeoisie  cannot  rule  through  a work- 
ers state  or  modify  it  to  make  it  a bour- 
geois state  any  more  than  the  workers 
can  use,  modify  or  transform  the  bour- 
geois state.  As  Trotsky  expressed  his 
argument  against  the  “Democratic  Cen- 
tralists” over  the  nature  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1926-27  "although  the  ele- 
ments of  dual  power  had  indubitably 
began  to  sprout  within  the  country, 
the  transition  from  these  elements  to 
the  hegemony  of  the  bourgeoisie  could 
not  occur  otherwise  than  by  means  of 
a counter-revolutionary  overturn.”  The 
use  of  C.I.S.  to  describe  the  Soviet  Union 
does  not  signify  that  the  Soviet  has  been 
transformed  by  a bourgeois  hegemony — 
so  too  with  Yugoslavia. 

The  statement  that  “The  multinational 
Yugoslav  deformed  workers  state,  forged 
by... Tito... has  been  destroyed  in  a wel- 
ter of  fratricidal  bloodletting"  [WV  No. 
553,  12  June)  contains  a good  deal  of 
truth  but  not  the  whole  truth.  The  work- 
ers’ state  as  it  was  no  longer  exists.  The 
question  remaining  is:  Has  the  Serbian 
bureaucracy  and  its  officer  corps  trans- 
formed itself  into  a bourgeoisie  and 
bourgeois  state,  the  workers  state  into 
state  capitalism  and  its  bonapartist  dic- 
tatorship (of  the  proletariat)  into  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  bourgeoisie.  This  is  some 
Cliffite  fantasy.  The  existence  of  the  Ser- 
bian bureaucracy,  the  Stalinist  army,  the 
working  class  oppressed  under  Stalinism 
but  not  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie proves  that  a workers  state  exists 
even  if  very  different  from  Tito’s  original 


workers  state.  If  the  Soviet  workers  state 
was  not  destroyed  in  1937  surely  the 
Yugoslav  workers  state  still  exists  even 
if  it  can’t  properly  be  called  Yugoslav. 
According  to  the  Economist 
“The  anti-Milosevic  forces... are  middle 
class  ...  Their  dislike  of  the  ruling 
regime  has  still  failed  to  filter  down  to 
Serbia's  workers  and  peasants,  some  of 
whom  were  shown  on  state  television 
holding  pro-government  demonstrations 
during  the  church  protest  march.... 

"Yet  the  regime  is  getting  nervous. 
Armed  militia  now  roam  the  streets 
of  Belgrade ..  arms  are  reportedly  being 
given  to  Mr  Milosevic's  supporters.  All 
this  gives  rise  to  fears  of  civil  war  within 
Serbia  itself.  But,  short  of  a massive 
upheaval  or  a coup,  the  mechanism  to 
oust  Mr  Milosevic  is  unclear.” 

As  the  Bolsheviks  defended  the  Sovi- 
ets, which  supported  their  gaoler  (jailer) 


Kerensky,  from  the  fascistic  Kornilov, 
allowing  them  to  smash  Kornilov  and 
overthrow  Kerensky  so  the  advanced 
workers  will  defend  the  workers  state, 
despite  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  so  they 
can  overthrow  it  by  political  revolution. 

“The  workers  will  say:  “We  cannot  cede 
to  Hitler  the  overthrow  of  Stalin:  that 
is  our  own  task.'  During  the  military 
struggle  against  Hitler,  the  revolutionary 
workers  will  strive  to  enter  into  the  clos- 
est possible  comradely  relations  with  the 
rank-and-file  fighters  of  the  Red  Army. 
Whilst  arms  in  hand  they  deal  blows  to 
Hitler,  the  Bolshevik-Leninists  will  at  the 
same  time  conduct  revolutionary  propa- 
ganda against  Stalin  preparing  his  over- 
throw at  the  next  and  perhaps  very  near 
stage." 

— Trotsky.  "The  USSR  in  War” 
(italics  in  original) 

No  position  must  be  surrendered  until 
it  is  irrevocably  lost. 

With  comradely  greetings, 
Steven  King 

WV  replies:  Before  taking  up  the  specific 
case  of  Yugoslavia,  we  must  consider  in 
more  general  terms  the  question  of  cap- 
italist counterrevolution  in  bureaucrati- 
cally ruled  workers  states.  The  difference 
between  Trotskyism  and  the  exponents 
of  “state  capitalism"  or  "bureaucratic 
collectivism"  is  not  that  we  believe  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  is  irrevocably  com- 
mitted to  preserving  proletarian  stale 
power  and  collectivized  property.  The 
Cliffites  and  Shachtmanites  maintained 
that  Stalin’s  Russia  was  a new  historic 
form  of  exploitative  class  society.  Trot- 
sky maintained  it  was  a bureaucratically 
degenerated  workers  state,  the  degener- 
ation arising  from  the  pressure  of 
world  imperialism.  But  he  did  not  stop 
at  this  static  definition  of  the  USSR.  He 
insisted  that  unless  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy was  overthrown  through  a proletar- 
ian political  revolution,  the  Soviet  Union 


would  undergo  the  restoration  of  capi- 
talism by  one  historical  path  or  another. 
In  his  main  polemic  against  the  theory 
of  bureaucratic  collectivism,  Trotsky 
wrote:  ^ 

“Marxists  never  believed  that  an  isolated 
workers'  state  in  Russia  could  maintain 
itself  indefinitely.  True  enough,  we 
expected  the  wrecking  of  the  Soviet 
state,  rather  than  its  degeneration;  to  put 
it  more  correctly,  we  did  not  sharply  dif- 
ferentiate between  those  two  possibili- 
ties. But  they  do  not  at  all  contradict 
each  other.  Degeneration  must  inescap- 
ably end  at  a certain  stage  in  downfall.” 
— “The  USSR  in  War" 
(September  1939) 

This  prediction  has  now  come  to  pass. 
Degeneration  ended  in  downfall.  Capi- 
talist counterrevolution  has  taken  place 
throughout  East  Europe  and  is  well 


under  way  in  Russia.  The  first  step  was 
the  replacement  of  the  Stalinist  regimes 
by  capitalist-restorationist  governments. 
The  second  step  has  been  the  purging  of 
the  governmental  bureaucracy,  including 
the  military  and  police  apparatuses,  of 
elements  considered  unreliable  in 
defending  a new  bouVgeois  order.  Trot- 
sky predicted  in  The  Revolution  Betrayed 
(1936): 

“If — to  adopt  a second  hypothesis — a 
bourgeois  party  were  to  overthrow  the 
ruling  Soviet  caste,  it  would  find  no 
small  number  of  ready  servants  among 
the  present  bureaucrats,  administrators, 
technicians,  directors,  party  secretaries 
and  privileged  upper  circles  in  general. 
A purgation  of  the  state  apparatus  would, 
of  course,  be  necessary  in  this  case  too. 
But  a bourgeois  restoration  would  prob- 
ably have  to  clean  out  fewer  people  than 
a revolutionary  party." 

Throughout  East  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  bourgeois-restorationist 
forces  have  overthrown  the  ruling  Sta- 


linist castes.  As  we  analyzed  in  our  two- 
part  article  "East  Europe:  Nationalism 
and  Counterrevolution”  (WV  Nos.  547 
and  548.  20  March  and  3 April),  the  new 
regimes  in  East  Europe  have  through 
purging  the  old  state  apparatuses  cohered 
nascent  bourgeois  states.  The  Yeltsin 
regime  in  Russia  has  not  yet  brought  the 
army  into  line  and,  moreover,  the  coming 
mass  unemployment  imposed  under  the 
dictates  of  Western  finance  capital  could 
provoke  major  working-class  struggle. 
The  existence  of  capitalist-restorationist 
governments  in  a fractured  workers  state 
is  a highly  contradictory  and  therefore 
highly  transitory  condition.  Unless  such 
regimes  are  overthrown,  they  will  sooner 
rather  than  later  hammer  together  bour- 
geois states,  which  will  eventually  rein- 
troduce private  property  in  the  means  of 
production. 

In  the  specific  case  of  Yugoslavia,  the 
national  question  is  key  to  understanding 
the  establishment,  the  preservation  for 
several  decades  and  present  destruction 
of  proletarian  state  power.  After  World 
War  I.  the  Western  imperialist  victors 
formed  the  Yugoslav  bourgeois  state  by 
attaching  the  south  Slav  regions  (Croatia 


and  Slovenia)  of  the  defunct  Austro- 
Hungarian  empire  to  the  kingdom  of  Ser- 
bia. During  most  of  the  interwar  period, 
the  Yugoslav  Communist  Party  mili- 
tantly  championed  the  right  of  national 
self-determination — i.e.,  secession — for 
Croatia  and  also  Macedonia.  The  Com- 
munist Party  was  the  only  party  whose 
leadership  and  membership  were  drawn 
from  all  major  nationalities  and  which 
had  some  authority  and  support  in  all 
regions  of  Yugoslavia. 

It  was  precisely  the  pan-Yugoslav 
character  of  Tito’s  Communist  Parti- 
sans which  enabled  them  during  World 
War  II  to  wage  an  effective  armed 
struggle  against  the  German  and  Italian 
occupying  forces,  the  clerical-fascist 
Croatian  Ustasha  and  the  Serbian  royal- 
ist Chetniks.  In  the  context  of  the  Soviet 
Red  Army  victory  over  Nazi  Germany, 
Tito’s  Partisans  came  to  power  and 
continued  on  page  5 
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Time  Oer  Spiegel 

Serbian  commandos  (left)  desecrate  Islamic  mosque  in  Bosnia.  Croatian  National  Guard  (right),  military  arm  of  fascistic 
Tudjman  regime.  Fratricidal  nationalism  has  destroyed  Yugoslav  deformed  workers  state  in  welter  of  atrocities. 
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Peter-Michael  Diestel 


From  the  People 
Who  Brought  You 
Capitalist  Anschluss 


Gregor  Gysi 


Werek 


Bitterness  Fuels  New 
East  German  “Popular  Front" 


Not  West  vs.  East  vs.  Immigrants,  But  Class  Against  Class! 


In  mid-July,  a group  of  69  prominent 
personalities  largely  from  East  Germany 
announced  the  formation  of  the  “Com- 
mittees for  Fairness."  This  regional 
popular  front  was  spearheaded  by  Peter- 
Michael  Diestel,  until  recently  a leading 
member  of  the  Christian  Democratic 
Union  (CDU),  and  Gregor  Gysi,  head  of 
the  Party  for  Democratic  Socialism 
(PDS — successor  to  the  former  Stalinist 
ruling  party  of  East  Germany).  Diestel, 
then  a member  of  the  extreme-right  DSU 
(German  Social  Union)  was  interior  min- 
ister (in  charge  of  the  police)  in  the 
counterrevolutionary  government  which 


presided  over  dismantling  the  East  Ger- 
man deformed  workers  state,  the  DDR. 
Other  endorsers  include  the  writer  Stefan 
Heym,  playwright  Heiner  Muller,  Luth- 
eran bishop  Gottfried  Forck,  and  Hum- 
boldt University  rector  Heinrich  Fink, 
as  well  as  former  West  Berlin  mayor 
Heinrich  Albertz  and  the  editor  of  the 
Berlin  rad-lib  daily  Tageszeitung  ( taz ). 

While  today  they  present  themselves 
as  defenders  of  the  East  German  popu- 
lation, which  has  been  devastated  by  the 
annexation  ( Anschluss ) of  the  DDR  by 
capitalist  West  Germany,  all  of  them, 
right-  and  left-wingers  alike,  supported 


reunification  in  1990.  Thus  the  statement 
of  the  Committees  for  Fairness  says: 
"The  destruction  of  our  industry  and 
agriculture,  mass  unemployment,  un- 
bearable rent  increases,  unfairly  low 
wages,  the  closing  of  social,  scientific, 
cultural  and  athletic  organizations,  the 
selling  off  of  what  was  once  ‘people’s 
property,’  rejection  of  our  right  to  occupy 
apartments,  houses  and  land  and  demor- 
alization of  people  in  the  East,  especially 
women,  have  destroyed  many  hopes  that 
were  raised  by  German  unification.” 

Diestel  was  chucked  out  of  the  Bran- 
denburg state  leadership  of  the  CDU  by 
Kohl  earlier  this  year  for  opposing  the 
witchhunt  against  former  members  of 
the  East  German  Security  Ministry.  It’s 
a sign  of  the  times  that  this  well-known 
rightist  politician  should  gain  popularity 
by  defending  the  Stasi!  In  an  example 
of  the  violent  and  racist  hatreds  spawned 
by  capitalist  reunification,  last  week 
writer  Heym,  a former  DDR  dissident 
who  like  PDS  leader  Gysi  is  Jewish,  was 
brutally  beaten  by  an  anti-Communist 
fanatic  in  a West  German  hotel  res- 
taurant. Our  comrades  of  the  Sparta- 
kist  Workers  Party  of  Germany  (SpAD) 
have  fought  against  anti-Semitic,  anti- 
foreigner  smears  and  terror  and  against 
the  victimization  of  the  PDS,  as  part  of 
a revolutionary  class  opposition  to  the 
Fourth  Reich  of  German  imperialism. 

The  SpAD  uniquely  fought  against 
the  imperialist  takeover  of  the  DDR, 
“with  no  ifs,  ands  or  buts."  While  the 
PDS  was  trying  to  cut  a better  deal 
with  CDU  chancellor  Kohl,  the  SpAD 
ran  in  the  March  1990  DDR  elections 
under  the  slogan  "No  to  Capitalist  Re- 
unification!" warning  of  the  misery  that 
destruction  of  the  workers  state  would 
bring.  Interestingly,  while  the  myriad 
forces  supporting  reunification  remain 
to  this  day  almost  exclusively  East  or 
West  groups,  the  SpAD  is  building  an 
internationalist  workers  party  embracing 
East  and  West  and  immigrants  on  a 
program  of  common  class  struggle.  The 
following  article  is  translated  from  Spar- 
takist  No.  96,  June-July  1992,  published 
by  the  SpAD. 

* * * 

Since  capitalist  reunification  a wave 
of  mass  unemployment,  racism  and  the 
oppression  of  women  has  inundated  the 
former  DDR.  But  despite  all  the  capital- 
ists’ triumphal  cries  about  the  "death  of 
Communism"  the  giant  OTV  [public 
employees]  strike  in  Germany,  following 
the  mass  disturbances  in  Los  Angeles, 
has  struck  a blow  to  the  “New  World 
Order."  The  CDU  and  SPD  are  well 


Der  Spiegel  and  Anti-Semitism 


DER  SPIEGEL 


V 


Der  Drahnieher 


With  the  reassertion  of  German 
imperialism’s  ambitions  over  Europe 
has  come  a vile  resurgence  of  overt 
anti-Semitism  and  anti-immigrant 
racism.  While  fascists  march  through 
the  streets,  even  “respectable"  bour- 
geois organs  flaunt  German  chauvin- 
ism. Over  the  last  couple  of  years, 
the  liberal/social-democratic  weekly 
Der  Spiegel  has  run  a series  of 
articles  with  inflammatory  covers 
against  immigrants,  Gypsies,  etc. 
One  of  the  first  came  two  weeks  after 
the  njassiyf  Treptow  anti-fascist  pro- 
test in  East  Berlin,  when  the  15  Jan- 
uary 1990  cover  of  Der  Spiegel 
featured  a sinister  photograph  of 
PDS  leader  Gregor  Gysi,  who  is  of 
Jewish  origin,  with  the  caption  "Der 
Drahtzieher" — “The  Manipulator.” 


pHUondorbeitec  roahlt" 


Our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist 
Workers  Party  of  Germany  de- 
nounced this  anti-Semitic  smear  job 
on  Gysi,  noting  that  "the  syphilitic 
chain  reaches  up  to  the  'distin- 
guished' Spiegel"  ( Spartakist  No.  77, 
9 October  1990).  Now  the  media 
watchdog  group  Fairness  and  Accu- 
racy In  Reporting  (FAIR)  has  done 
a real  service,  reporting  in  the  July/ 
August  1992  issue  of  its  journal 
Extra ! the  sinister  origins  of  Der 
Spiegel's  "Manipulator"  cover:  this 
slogan  “appeared  on  an  infamous 
Nazi  propaganda  poster,  featured  in 
Frankfurt’s  Jewish  Museum,  over  a 
caricature  of  a ‘Jewish  capitalist’." 
Another  confirmation  of  our  insis- 
tence that  the  Fourth  Reich  is  the  con- 
tinuator  of  the  Third. 


aware  of  the  rage  and  bitterness  they 
have  ignited  among  the  workers.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  strike,  they  were  also  put  in 
a panic  by  the  Berlin  district  elections, 
where  the  PDS  got  30  percent  of  the 
votes  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. 

In  the  West,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the 
PDS  the  result  of  the  vote  was  a flop. 
Without  influence  on  the  workers,  the 
reformists  have  nothing  to  sell  out  and 
arc  therefore  totally  worthless  to  the 
bourgeoisie.  However,  Gysi  sees  in 
the  outrage  and  widespread  "nostalgia 
for  the  DDR"  a market  niche  for  the 
PDS.  Now  he  wants  to  throw  himself 
into  the  arms  of  the  revoltingly  reaction- 
ary DSUer  Diestel  in  an  "Eastern  Move- 
ment." This  is  a maneuver  aimed  at 
deceiving  the  East  German  workers. 

Diestel.  who  was  top  cop  for  de 
Maiziere  [the  Christian  Democrat  who 
presided  over  the  demise  of  the  DDR), 
wants  to  use  this  to  "prevent  a massive, 
destructive  attitude  of  protest."  Gysi  is 
sucking  up  to  him,  while  simultaneously 
admitting  whom  this  lash-up  is  directed 
against:  “Many  areas  simply  couldn’t  be 
discussed,  for  example,  at  present  the 
topic  of  Paragraph  2 1 8 [the  anti-abortion 
law  in  Germany’s  criminal  code),  and 
on  an  ongoing  basis  of  course  the  ques- 
tion of  foreigners"  ( Berliner  Zeitung , 
4 June). 

Whether  an  Eastern  party  or  move- 
ment. the  result  would  be  a regional- 
nationalist  association  splittihg  the 
workers  into  East  and  West.  And  immi- 
grant workers?  An  Eastern  party  would 
be  aimed  directly  against  them,  and  more 
generally  against  precisely  what  the  cap- 
italists and  their  Social  Democratic  min- 
ions fear  most:  joint  struggle  by  East 
and  West.  Only  a few  weeks  ago.  the 
strike  of  the  West  German  workers 
against  the  Kohl  administration  aroused 
the  solidarity  of  their  East  German  col- 
leagues, as  demonstrated  by  the  East 
Berlin  transport  workers  with  their  one- 
day  wildcat  strike.  But  whereas  Gysi  is 
aiming  at  dividing  them,  what  the  work- 
ers need  is  a common  revolutionary 
workers  party  to  lead  the  struggle  to 
bring  down  the  Kohl  government. 

What  is  concealed  behind  the  "nostal- 
gia for  the  DDR”  so  feared  by  the  CDU 
and  SPD  is  the  rage  and  disappointment 
of  millions  of  East  German  workers  over 
the  terrible  effects  of  Anschluss.  Forty 
years  without  unemployment — this  was 
one  of  the  gains  of  the  DDR  workers 
state,  despite  the  Stalinist  deformation. 
When  in  the  fall  of  1989  the  masses  went 
out  onto  the  streets  "for  a better  social- 
ism,” this  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
political  revolution.  In  January  of  1990 
the  Spartakists  initiated  an  anti-fascist 
demonstration  against  the  desecration  of 
the  Soviet  memorial  in  Treptow. 

Against  his  will,  Gysi  stood  up  there 
alongside  the  Spartakists  Renate  Dahl- 
haus  and  Toralf  Endruweit,  looking 
down  at  the  gigantic  mass  of  a quarter- 
million  people,  and  what  he  saw  was  the 
spectre  of  an  impending  civil  war.  A mas- 
sive counterrevolutionary  assault  was 
the  response  to  Treptow.  Under  the  aegis 
of  Gorbachev/Modrow  [then  East  Ger- 
many’s prime  minister),  the  PDS  initi- 
ated the  surrender  of  the  DDR  to  capi- 
talism, which  was  then  carried  forward 
by  Diestel  and  de  Maiziere.  The  Sparta- 
kists, on  the  other  hand,  threw  all  their 
forces  into  the  fight  against  capitalist 
reunification. 

Counterrevolution  turned  the  lives  of 
citizens  of  the  former  DDR  topsy-turvy. 
Securing  one’s  own  existence,  never  at 
issue  in  the  DDR.  is  today  the  all- 
consuming  question.  Through  Diestel’s 
rightist  demagogy  the  workers  are  to  be 
steered  onto  a regional-nationalistic 
course.  But  they  will  be  unable  to  defend 
themselves  as  long  as  they  fail  to  ally 
with  their  militant  Turkish  and  Kurd- 
ish, Vietnamese  and  Mozambican  fel- 
low workers  against  the  exploiter  class. 
Defending  the  interests  of  the  workers, 
whether  in  Halle  or  Hamburg,  requires 
a revolutionary  party  embracing  all  of 
Germany. 

Why  does  Gysi  want  to  set  the  PDS 
apparatus  in  motion  for  make-work 
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Yugoslavia... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

reunified  Yugoslavia  as  a bureaucrati- 
cally deformed  workers  state  with  a fed- 
erated governmental  structure. 

However,  imperialist  pressure  on  this 
backward  Balkan  country  regenerated 
Serbian  and  Croatian  nationalism  within 
the  Titoist-Stalinist  bureaucracy.  Given 
the  extensive  interpenetration  and  the 
relative  balance  of  forces  between  the 
major  republics,  a breakup  of  Yugoslavia 
along  national  lines  had  an  objectively 
counterrevolutionary  dynamic : it  would 
not  lead  to  separate  Serbian  or  Croatian 
deformed  workers  states.  In  this  context 
it  was  inevitable  that  Serbian  and 
Croatian  nationalist  elements  in  the  bu- 
reaucracy would  make  common  cause 
with  reactionary  nationalist  forces,  in- 
cluding fascists  and  emigres. 

Tito  was  able  to  hold  together  the 
Socialist  Federal  Republic  of  Yugosla- 
via only  by  continually  suppressing  Ser- 
bian and  Croatian  nationalist  tendencies 
while  at  the  same  time  carefully  balanc- 
ing national  interests  and  claims.  The  top 
commanders  of  the  Yugoslav  People's 
Army  were  deliberately  selected  from  all 
major  nationalities,  although  the  officer 
corps  as  a whole  was  60  percent  Serbian. 
Following  Tito’s  death,  the  Yugoslav 
bureaucracy  splintered  along  national 
lines.  The  central  government  became 
progressively  weaker  while  substantive 
political  and  economic  power  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  governments  of  the 
national  republics. 

In  the  wealthier  northern  republics, 
Croatian  and  Slovenian  nationalists, 
both  within  and  without  the  bureaucracy, 
demanded  increasing  autonomy,  eventu- 
ally culminating  in  secession.  Since  a 
large  proportion  of  ethnic  Serbs  lived 
outside  their  “own”  national  republic, 
resurgent  Serbian  nationalism  demanded 
the  redrawing  of  the  republican  borders 
to  create  a Greater  Serbia.  The  internal 
boundaries  of  Yugoslavia  were  deliber- 
ately drawn  by  Tito  to  undercut  Serbian 
dominance,  a condition  for  maintaining 
a united  workers  state.  So  it  was  clear 
from  the  outset  that  the  Serbian  nation- 
alist drive,  on  which  Slobodan  Milosevic 
rode  to  power  in  1987,  pointed  straight 
to  counterrevolution. 

Serbian  expansionism  in  tum  fueled 
the  extreme  nationalists  in  Croatia  and 
Slovenia,  who  came  to  power  in  late 
1990.  This  set  the  stage  for  the  nation- 
alist/communalist  wars,  beginning  last 
summer,  which  destroyed  Yugoslavia. 

Steven  King  is  arguing  that  the 
Serbian  bureaucracy  (a)  is  still  intact 
and  (b)  cannot  become  a capitalist- 
restorationist  regime.  Let  us  examine 
this  argument.  First,  it  is  unclear  whether 
King  believes  that  all  of  Yugoslavia  as 
it  existed  before  last  year’s  war  is  still 
a workers  state,  or  that  Serbia  is  still  a 
workers  state  while  Croatia  and  Slovenia 
are  something  else.  Croatia  and  Slovenia 
have  their  own  armed  forces  and  are 
internationally  recognized  as  indepen- 
dent states,  including  by  Milosevic’s 
Serbia.  What  then  is  their  class  nature? 


Now  if  King  denies  in  principle 
that  elements  of  the  Serbian  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  can  transform  themselves 
into  a capitalist-restorationist  regime, 
the  same  logic  applies  to  Slovenia.  The 
head  of  the  present  Slovenian  state, 
Milan  Kucan,  was  the  former  head  of 
the  League  of  Communists  in  that  re- 
public, i.e.,  the  principal  leader  of  the 
Slovenian  component  of  the  bureauc- 
racy. Even  the  fascistic  regime  of  Franjo 
Tudjman — a former  general  in  the 
Yugoslav  army  turned  anti-Communist 


the  Milosevic  regime  has  now  selected 
as  its  new  prime  minister  a millionaire 
Serbian  emigre  businessman,  Milan 
Panic,  who  is  an  American  citizen  This 
move  was  doubtless  partly  motivated  to 
gain  Washington’s  goodwill,  and  indeed 
he  received  a special  dispensation  from 
the  Bush  administration  to  become  prime 
minister  of  the  rump  Yugoslavia. 

This  brings  us  to  the  Yugoslav  Peo- 
ple's Army,  whose  national  and  therefore 
political  character  was  transformed  by 
the  war  with  Croatia.  First,  practically 
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To  Yugoslav 
villagers, 
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caps  meant 
protection  from 
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Croatian 
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nationalist — in  Croatia  retains  a large 
percentage  of  the  old  bureaucracy. 

It's  possible  that  King’s  views  on 
Yugoslavia  are  influenced  by  Western 
imperialist  propaganda  which  usually 
portrays  Milosevic  as  “still  a Commu- 
nist" while  his  Slovenian  counterpart 
Kucan  is  presented  as  a newfound 
believer  in  “democracy”  and  the  “free 
market."  The  Kucan  regime  in  Slovenia 
and  Tudjman  in  Croatia  have  openly 
declared  their  aim  is  to  restore  capitalism 
and  subordinate  their  states  to  Western 
imperialism,  specifically  the  German 
Fourth  Reich.  Since  Milosevic  did  not 
find  an  imperialist  sponsor  for  a Greater 
Serbia,  he  retained  the  “socialist”  label 
(until  recently)  while  calling  for  a “mar- 
ket economy." 

Nonetheless,  the  Milosevic  regime 
was  inherently  counterrevolutionary 
since  its  drive  for  a Greater  Serbia 
necessarily  incorporated,  especially  into 
its  armed  forces,  reactionary  national- 
ist groups.  A key  Milosevic  ally  in  the 
war  with  Croatia  was  Vojislav  Seselj. 
chieftain  of  the  Serbian  irregular  forces 
known  as  “Chetniks”  after  the  anti- 
Communist  monarchists  in  World  War 
II.  The  new  Serbian  constitution  adopted 
in  April  conspicuously  dropped  the  des- 
ignation “socialism"  from  the  state,  and 


all  non-Serbs  in  leading  positions  were 
driven  out  last  fall.  This  included  the 
Croatian  head  of  the  air  force,  Anton  Tus, 
the  Macedonian  commander  of  the  First 
Military  District,  Aleksandr  Spirkovski, 
and  his  Croatian  chief  of  staff,  Adrija 
Silic.  The  latter  two  were  old-line  Tito- 
ists  and  staunch  pan-Yugoslav  patriots. 
The  purging  of  non-Serbian  officers  was 
paralleled  by  mass  desertions  of  non- 
Serbs  from  the  ranks.  This  March, 
spokesmen  for  the  army  admitted  that 
no  more  than  6,000  non-Serbs  or  non- 
Montenegrins  were  left  in  a force  of  over 
100,000. 

Then  this  May,  Milosevic  carried  out 
a purge  of  the  top  army  command  that 
eliminated  the  remaining  old-liners, 
including  many  Serbs  (see  “Yugoslavia 
Ripped  Apart  in  Nationalist  Bloodbath," 
WV  No.  553,  12  June).  At  the  same  time, 
right-wing  Serbian  irregulars  were  incor- 
porated into  the  “Yugoslav"  army.  These 
developments  are  laid  out  in  some  detail 
in  an  article  by  Misha  Glenny  in  the  New 
Statesman  (5  June)  and  in  a 15  May 
Radio  Free  EuropelRadio  Liberty  Re- 
search Report  on  “Military-Political 
Affiliations  in  the  Yugoslav  Conflict” 
by  James  Gow.  The  latter  reports  that 
last  December  a decree  by  the  rump 
Yugoslav  presidency  placed  all  Serbian 


volunteer  units  under  army  command, 
giving  them  the  same  status  as  the  reg- 
ular forces. 

It  is  obvious  that  this  transformation 
of  the  Yugoslav  People's  Army  has  noth- 
ing in  common  with  Stalin's  purge  of 
the  Red  Army  in  1937-38.  Stalin  targeted 
those  commanders,  such  as  Marshal 
Tukhachevsky,  who  had  independent 
authority  and  could  therefore  form  a 
locus  of  opposition  to  his  regime.  Many 
of  the  officers  purged  but  not  executed, 
such  as  the  Pole  Konstanti  Rokossovski, 
were  reinstated  into  the  Red  Army  high 
command  when  Nazi  Germany  invaded 
in  1941.  Stalin’s  purge  changed  neither 
the  multinational  composition  nor  polit- 
ical character  of  the  Soviet  armed  forces. 
There  would  be  an  analogy  with  Yugo- 
slavia only  if  Stalin  had  purged  the  Red 
Army  of  all  non-Russians  while  at  the 
same  time  incorporating  into  its  ranks 
and  command  structure  Emigre  White 
Russian  counterrevolutionaries.  That 
such  a policy  would  have  been  incon- 
ceivable at  the  time  simply  underscores 
the  difference  between  the  Soviet  Union 
under  Stalin  and  Milosevic’s  Serbia. 

In  his  letter  Steven  King  presents 
himself  as  an  intransigent  defender  of 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  bureau- 
cratically ruled  workers  states.  Yet  he 
quit  our  tendency  at  the  beginning  of 
the  1980s  specifically  in  opposition  to 
our  slogan  "Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghan- 
istan!” which  expressed  military  support 
to  the  Soviet  Union  in  a progressive 
war  against  imperialist-backed  Islamic 
reactionaries. 

Steven  King  asks  rhetorically:  “Has 
the  Serbian  bureaucracy  and  its  officer 
corps  transformed  itself  into  a bour- 
geoisie and  bourgeois  state.”  Well,  ele- 
ments of  the  former  Serbian  bureaucracy 
have  transformed  themselves  into  a 
capitalist-restorationist  government,  and 
some  Serbian  officers  in  the  former 
Yugoslav  army  have  become  the  military 
agency  of  the  nascent  bourgeois  state. 
The  formation  of  an  actual  bourgeoisie 
— i.e.,  private  owners  of  the  principal 
means  of  production — will  require  sev- 
eral years.  As  Trotsky  wrote:  “Should  a 
bourgeois  counterrevolution  succeed  in 
the  USSR,  the  new  government  for  a 
lengthy  period  would  have  to  base  itself 
upon  the  nationalized  economy"  (“Not 
a Workers’  and  Not  a Bourgeois  State?” 
[November  1937]). 

The  transformation  of  the  rump  of  the 
former  Yugoslav  army  into  a reactionary 
Serbian  nationalist  force  is  especially 
clear  in  the  present  communalist  blood- 
bath in  Bosnia.  As  we  wrote  a year  ago 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Serbia-Croatia 
war  which  destroyed  Yugoslavia  ( WV 
No.  531,  19  July  1991): 

“Today,  the  peoples  of  Yugoslavia  and 
throughout  East  Europe  face  ruthless 
oppression  and  exploitation  at  the  hands 
of  resurgent  bourgeois  nationalist  forces 
manipulated  by  American  and  West 
European  imperialism.  Only  a return  to 
proletarian  internationalism,  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Communist  International 
under  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  can  save  the 
workers  and  peasants  of  East  Europe — 
from  the  Balkans  to  the  Baltic — from  a 
new  wave  of  communalist  massacres  and 
nationalist  wars."* 


measures  to  assist  Diestel?  Following 
Anschluss  the  DSU  co-founded  by  Die- 
stel was  ground  up  due  to  deep  internal 
divisions  between  the  fascists  and  the 
Christian  Democrats.  Now  the  “ Duce 
[Mussolini]  of  Brandenburg,"  as  taz  calls 
Diestel,  is  looking  for  a means  to  exert 
pressure  to  obtain  a share  of  the  power 
for  himself. 

Today  the  PDS  is  the  target  of  the 
SPD-led  anti-Communist  witchhunt,  al- 
though it  is  cooperating  as  much  as  it 
can,  from  handing  over  its  treasurer  on 
down  to  witchhunting  its  own  ranks.  The 
anti-Stasi  campaign  is  directed  against 
anything  that  recalls  the  DDR,  out  of 
revenge  for  the  victory  by  the  Red  Army 
over  the  Nazi  regime.  Its  aim  is  to  erad- 
icate socialist  consciousness  among 
DDR  workers  and  to  prevent  joint  strug- 
gle in  East  and  West. 


The  SPD  Social  Democrats  have  so 
far  been  unable  to  gain  a foothold  in  the 
ex-DDR  because,  acting  as  conquerors, 
from  their  easy  chairs  in  the  Treu- 
handanstalt  [the  state  agency  charged 
with  liquidating  the  former  collectivized 
property]  and  the  trade  unions,  they  have 
suppressed  and  betrayed  every  workers 
struggle.  It  is  they  who  are  carrying  out 
the  elimination  of  jobs.  It  is  because  PDS 
Berlin  state  chairman  Andre  Brie  is  still 
dreaming  of  a sellout  to  his  dream  part- 
ner, the  SPD.  that  he  warns  against  “East 
German  populism."  But  the  criminal  role 
of  the  SPD  consists  precisely  in  main- 
taining the  division  of  the  working  class 
between  East  and  West  and  inciting  each 
part  against  the  other,  and  both  against 
immigrants.  And  that’s  just  what  Gysi 
intends  to  do  with  his  dirty  alliance  with 
Diestel  in  the  East. 


Since  Hoyerswerda,  where  a fascist- 
led  pogrom  against  immigrant  workers 
took  place  last  fall,  the  PDS  has  been 
playing  up  its  role  as  “preserver  of  law 
and  order"  for  the  Fourth  Reich,  calling 
for  more  police  (who  then  showed  up  to 
deport  the  victims,  the  immigrants).  Now 
they're  defending  Berlin  chief  of  police 
Schertz,  whose  motto  is.  “Chasing  the 
shell-game  players  away  isn’t  enough." 
A racist  consensus  for  witchhunting 
asylum-seekers  extends  to  the  Greens, 
the  SPD  and  the  CDU.  and  the  PDS  is 
going  along  with  this.  Only  a few  months 
ago  the  PDS  paper  Neues  Deutschland 
was  whipping  up  racist  hatred  against  the 
immigrant  shell-game  players;  recently 
it  provided  former  SS  officer  Schon- 
huber,  leader  of  the  Republikaner  fas- 
cists. with  a platform  for  his  witchhunt- 
ing of  immigrants. 


Gysi  needs  this  popular  front  with 
even  the  East  German  shadow  of  the 
bourgeoisie  to  prevent  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands who  see  themselves  as  socialists 
and  still  look  to  the  PDS  from  embrac- 
ing the  alternative  of  a revolutionary 
workers  party  once  class  struggle  inten- 
sifies. Already  in  1990  he  warned  against 
founding  a new  leftist  party:  "I  guarantee 
to  you  that  those  who  will  then  play 
an  active  role  in  it  will  all  come  from 
amongst  the  extremists — Spartakists  in 
love  with  organization.  Trotskyists,  etc., 
while  the  others  bide  their  time.  Then 
this  will  certainly  not  turn  out  the 
way  you  wanted  it  to”  ( taz . 29  Octo- 
ber 1990).  What  the  Spartakists  want 
is  a revolutionary  workers  party  as 
part  of  a reforged  Fourth  International, 
to  carry  the  struggles  of  the  workers 
to  victory.  ■ 
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Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


Pittsburgh  Drivers 
Strike:  All  Out  to 
Stop  the  Scab  Press! 

Teamster  newspaper  driver  Rich  O'Malley  said 
"they 're  trying  to  start  a war."  After  keeping  the  Pitts- 
burgh Press  and  Post-Gazette  shut  down  for  two 
months.  Teamster  Local  211  is  facing  a watershed  in 
the  strike — the  bosses  have  announced  plans  to  resume 
publishing  the  Press  as  early  as  July  24.  The  Pittsburgh 
Press  Company  has  begun  recruiting  scabs  on  the  East 
Coast  and  has  brought  in  strikebreaking  “security" 
thugs. 

This  is  a battle  that  labor  had  better  win — from  the 
coal  miners  of  western  Pennsylvania  to  the  unemployed 
steel  workers  of  the  Mon  Valley  and  the  Ravenswood 
aluminum  workers,  labor  should  ring  the  downtown 
production  plant  with  mass  pickets  and  send  the  scabs 
and  goons  packing!  O'Malley,  who  has  27  years  as  a 
driver,  told  Workers  Vanguard  that  if  the  company  starts 
the  presses.  “We’ve  got  the  Pirates.  This  city  is  known 
for  hardball." 

The  Scripps-Howard-owned  Pittsburgh  Press  Com- 
pany, which  also  publishes  and  distributes  the  afternoon 
Post-Gazette  under  a so-called  joint  operating  agree- 
ment. has  targeted  Local  21 1 with  destruction,  ordering 
the  elimination  of  450  out  of  622  jobs.  The  paper's 
new  distribution  network  will  also  wipe  out  thousands 
of  youth  carriers,  replacing  them  with  desperate  unem- 
ployed workers  paid  $200  a month ! 

The  Press  Co.  is  also  out  to  slash  pension  and  health 
benefits.  And  if  the  Teamsters  are  beaten,  over  1.200 
workers  in  nine  other  unions,  whose  contracts  have 
also  expired,  will  be  next.  Yet  the  ten-member  union 
Unity  Council  running  the  strike  has  kept  picket  lines 
away  from  the  Press  headquarters,  and  refused  to  call 
out  the  other  nine  unions. 

The  Press  bosses  have  been  distributing  a scab  rag 
called  the  Allegheny  Bulletin  by  mail  a few  days  a 
week.  The  Post-Gazette  has  been  faxing  news  and 
sports  sheets  to  a thousand  companies,  and  satisfying 
their  readers’  craving  for  obituaries  by  running  them 
with  somber  music  on  television, 

The  unions’  Unity  Council  has  countered  with  the 
Greater  Pittsburgh  Weekly . a 32-page  tabloid  with  a 
circulation  of  300,000.  distributed  by  former  Press  Co. 
youth  carriers.  But  strike  organizers  are  relying  on  cap- 
italist advertisers  to  fund  the  strikers’  paper,  while  push- 
ing a consumer  boycott  of  stores  that  advertise  in  the 
Allegheny  Bulletin. 

A real  strike  paper  would  be  a political  strike  organ- 
izer. enlisting  solidarity  in  action  from  the  rest  of  the 
labor  movement  and  minority  communities.  And  a 
class-struggle  leadership  would  shut  down  the  scab 
Allegheny  Bulletin,  which  is  brought  into  the  Pittsburgh 
area  by  UPS  Teamster  drivers'. 

Before  the  Press  bosses  try  to  start  production,  the 
strikers  should  occupy  the  plant  and  seize  the  presses. 
This  would  electrify  the  Pittsburgh  labor  movement 
and  the  militant  miners  for  miles  around.  Teamsters, 
do  your  stuff!  After  years  of  the  steel  bosses  padlocking 
plants,  this  strike  is  a chance  to  bring  much-needed 
class  struggle  to  Pittsburgh. 


Philly  City  Workers  Picket 
Union-Busting  Democrat 

Two  hundred  angry  city  workers  from  Philadelphia, 
members  of  AFSCME  District  Councils  33  and  47, 
came  to  New  York  last  week,  where  they  held  a noisy 
picket  outside  Mayor  Edward  Rendell’s  hotel  during 
the  Democratic  Party  convention.  The  bureaucrats  of 
the  NYC  Central  Labor  Council  had  pledged  that  they 
would  enforce  "labor  peace"  during  the  convention. 
But  Philly  unions,  who  are  under  the  gun.  sent  four 
busloads  of  AFSCME  members  to  demonstrate  against 
“Fast  Eddie." 

Elected  in  January.  Rendell  is  demanding  15,000 
AFSCME  workers  take  $100  million  a year  in  wage 
and  benefit  cuts,  with  the  threat  of  big  layoffs  if  the 
unions  refuse  to  fork  over  the  givebacks.  He  is  pushing 
"privatization”  of  city  services,  starling  with  the  elim- 
ination of  1,700  union  sanitation  jobs,  as  well  as  cus- 
todial and  health  care  jobs.  Five  thousand  city  workers 
rallied  outside  City  Hall  June  29  to  protest  the  city’s 
attack.  But  under  a Pennsylvania  state  labor  board 
ruling  a strike  has  been  postponed  60  days  for  “fact 
finding,”  putting  it  back  to  the  end  of  August  when 
the  teachers’  contract  also  expires. 

There  is  no  escaping  the  confrontation  with  Rendell. 


Btyanl/Philadelphia  Tribune 

Philly  workers  chant  “Down  with  Rendell!''  outside 
Democratic  Party  mayor's  convention  hotel. 


As  Philadelphia  district  attorney  in  1985,  Rendell 
prepared  the  arrest  warrants  against  the  MOVE  organ- 
ization and  was  among  the  officials  who  planned  the 
murderous  assault  on  their  Osage  Avenue  home.  He 
ran  for  mayor  on  a “get  the  unions”  program.  During 
the  recent  strike  of  Hospital  Workers  Local  1 199C,  an 
AFSCME  affiliate  representing  private  hospital  work- 
ers, Rendell’s  cops  arrested  almost  200  strikers.  Philly 
unions  are  up  against  a certified  anti-labor  Democrat. 

But  the  AFSCME  tops  are  loyal  to  their  capitalist 
phony  "friends  of  labor"  in  the  Democratic  Party.  The 
International  endorsed  right-to-work  Arkansas  gover- 
nor Clinton  early  on,  he  repaid  the  favor  by  kicking 
them  in  the  teeth  at  the  AFSCME  convention,  vowing 
to  slash  hundreds  of  thousands  of  jobs!  These  bureau- 
crats will  bury  labor  struggle  to  keep  things  quiet  for 
Clinton.  Philly  workers  badly  need  a class-struggle 
workers  party  that  will  fight  to  win! 


Compromised  “Victory” 
in  Summit  Hospital  Strike 

OAKLAND,  California — The  six-week  strike  of  1,700 
workers  against  the  Summit  hospital  administration 
ended  this  week  when  management  accepted  a federal 
mediator’s  proposal  which  had  been  endorsed  by  the 
five  striking  unions.  The  hospital  bosses  had  clearly 
miscalculated  in  provoking  the  strike,  which  began  May 
26  when  the  hospital  dug  in  over  the  unions’  demands 
that  they  have  common  contract  expiration  dates  and 
be  able  to  honor  each  other’s  picket  lines  in  future 
disputes. 

The  new  contract  approved  by  the  workers  incorpo- 
rates this  basic  union  right.  With  Summit’s  losses  run- 
ning at  $ 1 million  a week  and  many  outpatients  refusing 
to  cross  picket  lines,  scabherding  hospital  director  Ken 
Jones  was  faced  with  mounting  pressure  from  commu- 
nity politicians  and  groups  who  feared  the  loss  of  black 
Oakland’s  only  remaining  private  hospital.  "This  is 
union  power,”  chanted  200  strikers  when  they  heard 


the  news.  But  in  a dangerous  capitulation,  the  union 
tops  gave  up  on  common  contract  expiration  dates, 
inviting  the  hospital  to  play  one  union  against  the  other. 
Hospital  workers  need  a single  union,  from  technicians 
to  food  service  workers  to  nurses! 

The  much-ballyhooed  deal  also  tacks  dangerous 
restrictions  onto  the  right  to  strike,  writing  into  the 
contract  an  elaborate  procedure  for  compulsory  federal 
government  intervention  before  any  strike  is  allowed. 
As  five  union  officers  (representing  the  Nurses  Asso- 
ciation, Service  Employees,  Office  and  Professional, 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  and  the  ILWU)  admitted  in  a July 
letter  to  the  hospital  urging  acceptance  of  the  mediator’s 
scheme,  the  unions  made  a "major  concession"  by 
agreeing  to  “roadblocks  that  do  not  exist  in  any  other 
Bay  Area  hospital  before  a union  can  strike." 

These  include  “mandatory  intervention"  by  federal 
mediators  60  days  before  a “dispute,"  a month-long 
"board  of  inquiry"  and  ten  days’  notice  before  striking. 
The  deal  would  “retain  our  fundamental  right  to  respect 
each  other's  picket  lines,"  the  officials  note,  but  they 
add,  "be  assured  that  right  is  rarely  used."  Unfortu- 
nately they  are  all  too  sincere  in  this  assurance,  as  the 
last  decade  of  union  defeats  from  PATCO  to  Greyhound 
can  testify.  The  sellout  labor  bureaucracy  "preserves" 
the  right  to  strike  by. ..making  sure  it  isn’t  used. 

It’s  necessary  to  restate  an  elementary  Marxist  prop- 
osition. learned  through  bitter  class  struggle:  the  state 
is  not  a “friend  of  labor"  but  the  executive  committee 
of  the  capitalist  class.  Railroad  unions  had  this  fact 
shoved  in  their  faces  last  month  when  Bush  and  Con- 
gress quickly  passed  a bipartisan  back-to-work  order 
at  the  behest  of  the  railroad  companies.  James  P.  Can- 
non. leader  of  the  American  Trotskyists  who  led  the 
Minneapolis  general  strike  of  1934.  explained  the  role 
of  government  “mediation": 

“A  favorite  trick  of  the  confidence  men  known  as  federal 
mediators  in  those  days  was  to  assemble  green  strike 
leaders  in  a room,  play  upon  their  vanity  and  induce 
them  lo  commit  themselves  to  some  kind  of  compromise 
which  they  were  not  authorized  to  make.  The  federal 
mediators  would  convince  the  strike  leaders  that  they 
were  "big  shots’  who  must  take  a ‘responsible"  attitude 
We  despised  them  and  all  their  wily  artifices  and  tricks, 
and  their  hypocritical  pretenses  of  good  fellowship  and 
friendship  for  the  strikers.  They  were  nothing  but  the 
agents  of  the  government  in  Washington,  which  in  turn 
is  the  agent  of  the  employing  class  as  a whole." 

— The  History  of  American  Trotskyism  (1944) 

In  contrast,  said  Cannon,  "in  Minneapolis  the  militancy 
of  the  rank  and  file  was  not  restrained  but  organized 
and  directed  from  the  top.” 

This  class-struggle  approach  contrasts  with  the  strat- 
egy of  the  union  officials  at  Summit.  Instead  of  calling 
all  labor  out  to  build  mass  picket  lines  to  stop  the 
scabs,  the  bureaucrats  went  scurrying  to  every  imagin- 
able politician  from  Jesse  Jackson  -o  Oakland  mayor 
Elihu  Harris.  Picket  lines  were  left  io  languish  as  the 
union  tops  started  winding  up  the  weak-kneed  con- 
sumer boycott  campaign  which  has  become  the  hall- 
mark of  every  strike  the  labor  traitors  have  knifed  in 
the  back,  from  Hormel  to  Greyhound.  Fortunately  the 
hospital  administration  suffered  a collapse  of  will. 

Labor  tops  like  Owen  Marron,  head  of  the  Alameda 
County  Central  Labor  Council,  boast  “this  is  the 
greatest  union  victory  in  the  Bay  Area  in  decades." 
Maybe  it  compares  favorably  to  the  string  of  defeats 
engineered  by  these  windbags  in  recent  years.  What’s 
needed  to  win  strikes,  particularly  in  weak  service  sec- 
tors like  hospitals,  is  the  mobilization  of  raw  labor 
power  by  a new  class-struggle  leadership  with  a pro- 
gram and  the  determination  to  wield  it  against  the 
bosses  and  their  government.  ■ 


Summit  Hospital 
workers  faced  down 
bosses,  but  union 
bureaucrats  trapped 
membership  in  web  of 
federal  “mediation." 

Right:  Jesse  Jackson 
pushes  prayer  vigils 
and  Democratic  Party. 
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Electoral  Apartheid  in  NYC 


Back  in  the  early  1800s,  Governor 
Elbridge  Gerry  of  Massachusetts,  seek- 
ing to  give  his  party  the  most  favorable 
voting  block  possible,  redrew  the  bound- 
aries for  Essex  County  in  the  shape  of 
a salamander.  The  term  coined  for  this 
creative  sport  was  "gerrymandering," 
and  it  retains  its  popularity  today. 
Federal  courts,  basing  themselves  on 
the  1990  census,  have  been  ordering 
legislatures  across  the  U.S.  to  redraw 
Congressional  districts — supposedly  to 
bring  them  in  line  with  their  ethnic  and 
racial  compositions.  The  1990  census 
systematically  and  massively  under- 
counted  minorities  and  the  poor,  to  the 
tune  of  several  million  people,  even 
refusing  to  use  Spanish-language  forms! 
Elbridge  Gerry  would  have  been  amazed 
at  the  results:  the  1992  version  of  ger- 
rymandering can  only  be  termed  elec- 
toral apartheid. 

A prime  example  is  New  York  City, 
where  the  redistricting  mandated  by  the 
Federal  Voting  Rights  Act  has  brought 
forth  a couple  of  truly  bizarre  creations 
designed  to  produce  a Jewish  district  (the 
8th)  and  a Hispanic  one  (the  12th).  The 
8th  includes  the  West  Side  of  Manhattan, 
then  jumps  the  East  River  heading  south 
along  the  Brooklyn  docks,  shooting 
inland  along  a corridor  barely  one  street 
wide  to  pick  up  Borough  Park,  and  then 
down  Ocean  Parkway  to  “Little  Odessa” 
on  Brighton  Beach  and  Coney  Island. 
With  the  heaviest  concentration  of  votes 
on  the  Upper  West  Side,  home  of  the 
popular  front  and  an  assortment  of 
causes,  this  seems  a safe  seat  for  liberal 
Manhattan  Congressman  Ted  Weiss. 

But  at  its  very  southern  tip,  the  Eighth 


includes  the  home  of  Congressman  Ste- 
phen Solarz,  the  unofficial  spokesman 
of  the  Israel  lobby  on  Capitol  Hill. 
Solarz,  a Democratic  super  Cold  Warrior, 
previously  relied  on  a base  among  Ortho- 
dox Jews  in  Brooklyn,  but  most  of  them 
were  assigned  to  another  district  to  pro- 
vide a safe  seat  for  Charles  Schumer. 
Left  high  and  dry  without  a district,  but 
with  a fat  $2  million  campaign  war  chest, 
the  largest  of  any  incumbent  in  Con- 
gress, Solarz  decided  he  would  run  in 
the  12th.  This  triborough  hydra  lakes  in 
Loisaida  (the  Lower  East  Side)  in  Man- 
hattan and  Los  Sures  (Williamsburg)  in 
Brooklyn,  both  heavily  Puerto  Rican, 
along  with  Jackson  Heights  and  Corona 
in  Queens,  with  their  big  South  Ameri- 
can and  Central  American  population. 

These  grotesquely  shaped  districts, 
which  look  like  a psychologist's  ink- 
blot test,  are  a deliberate  attempt  by  the 
Republican  legislature  to  torpedo  while 
liberals  while  exacerbating  racial  ten- 
sions among  Hispanics,  blacks  and  Jews. 
A similar  process  is  taking  place  nation- 
wide. In  California,  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  (26  August  1991)  commented: 
"The  emerging  Republican  strategy 
works  this  way:  Ethnic  minority  groups 
want  their  voting  power  concentrated  in 
districts  that  will  allow  them  to  elect  rep- 
resentatives of  their  choice.  If  they  suc- 
ceed, adjacent  districts  would  have  fewer 
minority  voters — reducing  the  potential 
for  Democratic  victories." 

All  the  vagaries  of  racial  politics  col- 
lide in  the  squabbling  over  these  district 
lines.  While  Hispanics  are  the  largest 
group  in  New  York’s  12th,  many  are 
"illegals,”  so  that  professionals  calculate 


it  takes  65  percent  Hispanic  population 
to  guarantee  a Hispanic  seat.  So  with 
Solarz  homing  in.  more  than  300  Latino 
delegates  at  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  caucused  to  claim  the  12th 
District  as  "theirs."  Hispanic  politicos  in 
New  York  favored  a federal  plan  that 
would  have  given  the  growing  Hispanic 
population  three  districts  from  the  redis- 
tricting. while  black  incumbents  favored 
the  state  legislature's  plan  which  gave 
them  more  safe  seats. 

Under  the  guise  of  “representative" 
voting,  reactionary  sections  of  the  ruling 
class  are  setting  the  stage  for  an  anti- 
Semitic  backlash  and  black-Hispamc 
clashes  over  election  spoils.  The  elec- 
toral apartheid  being  engineered  from 
the  12th  District  in  New  York  to  school 
districts  in  L.A.  adds  another  catalyst  to 
the  explosive  mix  of  racial  and  class 
oppression  that  leads  to  race  riots. 

Despite  some  gains  over  the  years  at 
integrating  the  workplace  and  schools, 
there  is  severe  segregation  in  housing. 
In  1991 . the  largest  study  of  housing  dis- 
crimination ever  completed  for  the  fed- 
eral government  showed  that  NYC  was 
the  worst  of  25  major  metropolitan  areas 
in  housing  discrimination  against  blacks 
and  Hispanics.  In  the  outer  boroughs  it’s 
done  by  real  estate  agents  “red-lining” 
minorities.  And  in  the  Public  Housing 
Authority  discrimination  against  minor- 
ities was  official  policy — for  years,  tens 
of  thousands  of  blacks  and  Hispanics 
were  kept  out  of  mostly  white  public 
housing  developments  by  quotas. 

This  is  the  racist  system  in  which 
Democratic  politicians  do  their  wheeling 
and  dealing.  Dennis  Rivera,  head  of  the 


Newsday  Map 


Choose  one:  This  is  (a)  the  trajectory 
of  the  bullet(s)  that  killed  JFK;  (b) 
a degenerated  Mandelbrot  fractal; 
(c)  the  12th  Congressional  District. 

overwhelmingly  black  and  Hispanic 
1199  hospital  workers  union  and  vice 
president  of  the  New  York  State  Demo- 
cratic Party,  is  busy  trying  to  be  the 
kingmaker  for  the  12th  District.  Rivera 
provided  key  manpower  and  financial 
backing  to  elect  black  "Democratic 
(Party)  Socialist”  David  Dinkins  mayor 
in  1989.  Since  then,  Dinkins  has  pre- 
sided over  the  gutting  of  city  social  pro- 
grams and  attacked  city  workers  unions. 

Rivera  and  his  fellow  labor  lieutenants 
of  capital  continue  to  tie  minorities  and 
the  working  class  to  the  capitalist  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  while  setting  different  sec- 
tors of  the  oppressed  against  each  other. 
We  fight  to  unite  the  working  class  in  a 
common  class  struggle  against  the  bour- 
geoisie’s divide-and-rule  schemes.  ■ 


Democrats... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

time.  Jackson  called  for  turning  “pain 
into  partnership,"  and  plugged  his  Rain- 
bow Coalition’s  trillion-dollar  "Rebuild 
America  Plan,”  designed  by  investment 
banker  Felix  Rohatyn  and  to  be  paid  for 
by  looting  pension  funds  (as  Rohatyn 
did  with  NYC  in  the  ’70s).  "We  should 
use  the  workers’  money,"  said  Jackson. 
Teddy  Kennedy  delivered  a eulogy  to 
Bobby.  And  New  York  governor  Mario 
Cuomo  was  brought  on  to  denounce  “the 
politics  of  decline,  decay  and  deception" 
and  nominate  his  old  foe  Clinton. 
"Tonight  they  said  goodbye  to  liberal- 
ism," commented  ABC 

Clinton  mounted  the  podium  to 
deliver  a scripture-studded  acceptance 
speech.  He  stole  the  “New  Covenant" 
from  the  New  Testament.  In  a long- 
winded  peroration  dripping  with  "family 
values,"  he  paused  to  highlight  the  Dem- 
ocratic platform’s  plank  against  “dead- 
beat parents”  by  threatening  to  "force” 
fathers  to  “lake  responsibility”  (i.e.,  pay 
“child  support"  to  the  state!).  He  paused 
again  to  emphasize  that  while  he’s  "pro- 
choice,”  “Hear  me  now:  I am  not  pro- 
abortion." While  he  didn't  equal  Perot's 
performance  at  the  NAACP  convention 
and  say  “you  people,"  Clinton  did  man- 
age to  speak  for  54  minutes  about  Amer- 
ica without  once  mentioning  the  word 
"black"  or  "African  American." 

On  foreign  policy,  perhaps  harking 
back  to  JFK,  who  campaigned  against 
Nixon  for  being  soft  on  Castro  (and 
thereby  set  the  stage  for  the  Bay  of  Pigs 
fiasco  and  the  Cuban  missile  crisis  that 
nearly  blew  up  the  world).  Clinton  went 
after  Bush  for  being  insufficiently  pro- 
Israel.  His  running  mate  Gore  was  so 
anti-Palestinian  in  his  '88  run  that  he 
was  dubbed  “the  Senator  from  Likud." 
Gore  is  also  a certified  Cold  Warrior, 
supporter  of  the  MX  missile  and  the  B-l 
bomber,  and  the  two  of  them  were  early 
supporters  of  Bush’s  "Desert  Slaughter" 
against  Iraq.  Appealing  to  labor  on  the 


basis  of  poisonous  protectionism,  Clin- 
ton rang  the  gong  of  jingoism,  calling 
on  American  corporations  to  produce 
American  jobs. 

Looking  for  the  “women’s  vote."  the 
Democrats  had  lots  of  window-dressing 
at  the  convention.  Texas  governor  Ann 
Richards  and  ex-Representative  Barbara 
Jordan  gave  high-profile  speeches.  To 
demonstrate  “family  values”  (and  soften 
Hillary  Clinton’s  image  as  the  "yuppie 
wife  from  hell"),  the  Democratic  PR 
persons  released  what  was  purported  to 
be  Mrs.  Clinton’s  recipe  for  chocolate 
chip  cookies  (using  nutritionally  correct 
vegetable  shortening,  rather  than  Bar- 
bara Bush's  butter  recipe).  Gore’s  wife 
“Tipper"  gained  her  own  notoriety  for 
launching  the  Parents  Music  Resource 
Center,  which  seeks  censorship  of  music 
and  television  for  “violence"  and  "sex." 
She’s  also  the  author  of  Raising  PG  Kids 
in  an  X-Rated  Society. 

Above  all,  Clinton  posed  himself  as 
the  champion  of  the  "forgotten  middle 
class."  and  his  whole  campaign  has 
been  to  replicate  the  Republicans’ 
"Southern  strategy.”  Not  surprisingly, 
the  Democrats’  "double  bubba"  cam- 
paign platform  sounds  very  much  like 
the  Republicans’.  Vowing  to  “break  the 
stranglehold"  of  “special  interests,"  code 
words  for  blacks  and  labor.  Clinton  is 
pitching  to  reclaim  the  so-called  "Rea- 
gan Democrats."  And  when  the  right- 
wing  corporatist  technocrat  Perot  pulled 
out  of  the  race  hours  before  Clinton’s 
acceptance  speech  (crediting  a "revital- 
ized Democratic  Party"),  Clinton  made 
a special  appeal  to  Perot’s  “army  of 
patriots  for  change." 

So  the  biggest  news  item  wasn’t  what 
happened  in  Manhattan,  but  rather  a 
hastily  called  press  conference  in  Dallas 
announcing  the  withdrawal  of  Perot.  We 
wrote  earlier  of  this  "would-be  ‘man  on 
a white  horse’,"  that  "If  he  did  get  a lot 
of  votes,  ‘responsible’  sectors  of  the  rul- 
ing class  would  find  myriad  ways  to  seek 
to  pull  the  plug  on  this  quirky  fast-buck 
artist"  ("The  Sinister  Ross  Perot,"  WV 
No.  553,  12  June).  So  when  his  campaign 


manager  borrowed  from  the  Republicans 
(he  ran  Reagan’s  campaign  in  1984) 
resigns,  complaining  that  Perot  wasn’t 
spending  enough  money,  and  a "senior 
advisor"  opines  that  this  Simon  Legree 
wasn’t  prepared  for  how  "dirty"  the  cam- 
paign would  be.  you  had  to  wonder:  what 
did  Bush  and  his  pals  at  the  CIA  have 
on  Perot? 

Long  ago,  Clinton  summed  up  his 
campaign:  "If  we  lead  with  class  war- 
fare, we  lose” — as  if  the  Democrats  ever 
were  for  class  struggle.  From  the  time 
of  Franklin  Roosevelt,  this  historic  “peo- 
ple’s party  of  American  capitalism,"  has 
posed  as  the  party  of  the  “little  guy,”  the 
“friend  of  labor,"  in  order  to  tie  the  work- 
ing class  and  minorities  to  their  exploit- 
ers. Now,  after  12  years  of  Reaganism, 


Clinton  is  saying  that  there  will  be  ho 
more  populist  appeals,  such  as  the  occa- 
sional “soak  the  rich"  calls  for  higher 
capital  gains  taxes,  to  cover  the  Demo- 
crats’ votes  for  the  Bush-Reagan  “soak 
the  poor"  slashing  of  social  programs. 
AFL-CIO  chief  Lane  Kirkland  was 
closer  when  he  complained  a few  years 
ago  that  the  corporations  were  waging 
“one-sided  class  war"  on  working  peo- 
ple. But  whose  fault  is  it  that  this  war 
is  "one-sided"? 

Today  the  Democrats  seem  intent  on 
showing  that  there  is  about  a nickel's 
worth  of  difference  between  the  partner 
parties  of  capital.  With  a “soft  cop-hard 
cop"  division  of  labor  with  the  Repub- 
licans. one  emphasizing  the  "carrot”  of 
continued  on  page  8 
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In  Defense  of  Dick  Fraser 


In  a recent  column  by  Clara  Fraser, 
dizzily  titled  “Thelma  and  Louise  ‘R’ 
Us"  ( Freedom  Socialist,  May-July 
1992),  the  guru  of  the  Seattle-based 
"socialist-feminist"  group  seeks  to  refur- 
bish her  woman-warrior  credentials  by 
digging  up  yet  again  her  decades-old 
1967  divorce.  Fraser,  who  appears  to 
have  based  her  entire  political  career  on 
her  divorce,  writes,  "Because  I labeled 
his  behavior  as  political  treachery,  my 
ex  became  a martyred  hero  to  most  of 
the  Left.”  After  she  got  through  with  her 
"then-husband,"  Clara  Fraser  would 
have  us  believe,  "that  well-known  leader 
was  not  a leader  much  longer." 

Well,  a lot  of  people  did  feel  sorry 
for  Dick  Fraser  over  the  divorce  pro- 
ceeding. After  all,  who  among  us  would 
really  want  to  have  endless  documents 
written  about  our  own  experiences  in 
this  everyday,  yet  ever  painful,  process? 
But  the  larger  truth  Clara  Fraser  is  still 
trying  to  bury  is  that  Richard  Fraser 
was  a well-known  leader  of  the  socialist 
movement  before  Clara  Fraser,  and  his 


powerful  contributions  will  be  remem- 
bered long  after. 

Dick  Fraser’s  original  contribution  to 
Marxist  thought  in  this  country,  his  the- 
ory of  revolutionary  integrationism,  took 
on  the  central  question  of  the  American 
revolution,  the  struggle  for  black  liber- 
ation. As  we  stated  in  our  1988  obituary 
statement:  "Comrade  Fraser  was  not 
only  a cherished  friend  but  a theoretical 
mentor  of  the  Spartacist  League. . ..  Dick 
Fraser  was  a co-reporter  on  the  black 
question  at  our  founding  conference  in 
1966."  A senior  leader  of  the  Spartacist 
League  noted,  “We’ve  had  our  differ- 
ences. but  when  he  drifted  back  into  our 
orbit  again  he  was  readily  received, 
deeply  respected  and  seriously  listened 
to.”  After  his  death  in  late  1988,  a memo- 
rial meeting  we  organized  in  Los  Ange- 
les brought  out  scores  of  people,  includ- 
ing many  veterans  of  the  socialist  and 
Trotskyist  movement. 

The  Freedom  Socialist  Party  National 
Committee  sent  a statement  at  the  time, 
noting  “l Dick J Fraser’s  profound  Marx- 


ist analysis  in  Revolutionary  Integration 
is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most 
powerful  weapons  in  the  arsenal  of  U.S. 
radicals.  ..  The  FSP  parted  ways  with 
Dick  in  a serious,  bitter  and  well-known 
struggle  over  women’s  rights.  Still,  we 
pay  respect  to  him  today  for  his  positive 
contributions  to  the  movement  as  writer, 
speaker,  teacher,  historian  and  leader 
who  never  relinquished  his  socialist 
goal."  Myra  Tanner  Weiss,  a former 
longtime  member  of  the  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party,  and  Dorothy  Ray  Healey  of 
the  Democratic  Socialists  of  America, 
also  sent  commemorative  statements. 

In  her  recent  column,  Clara  Fraser 
opines,  "It  is  time  for  gender  mau- 
mauism.  Time  for  women  guerrillas, 
20th-century  Amazons,  mad  shrieks  of 
protest."  Somehow  we  feel  we  aren’t 
alone  in  disputing  this  ridiculous  state- 
ment, and  in  insisting  that  the  record  be 
kept  straight.  Rehashing  old  history  may 
be  one  of  the  few  pleasures  of  getting 
older,  but  willfully  rewriting  it  is  another 
matter.  It  seems  Clara  Fraser’s  been 


The  Fraser  Family 


Dick  Fraser,  veteran  Trotskyist. 

watching  so  many  Hollywood  movies 
lately  she  can’t  tell  fact  from  fiction.  She 
seems  to  equate  world  history,  Mike 
Tyson  and  her  ex. 

We’re  really  not  interested  in  getting 
into  a shooting  match  with  Ms.  Seattle 
Six-Gun.  But  really,  "Thelma  and  Louise 
'R’  Us"?  In  your  dreams,  Clara.  ■ 


Abortion  rights 
defenders  outside 
Manhattan  clinic 
which  had  been 
targeted  by 
Operation  Rescue 
during  Democratic 
convention. 


Democrats... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

programs  to  buy  off  mass  discontent  by 
bribing  a layer  of  “leaders,"  the  other 
openly  wielding  the  "stick"  of  repres- 
sion, the  “two-party  system”  puts  a 
“democratic"  facade  on  the  class  dicta- 
torship of  the  bourgeoisie.  What  the 
working  people,  black  and  Hispanic  poor 
urgently  need  is  a multiracial  workers 
party  with  the  internationalist  program 
to  sweep  away  this  racist  capitalist  sys- 
tem that  spells  misery  for  the  millions 
of  exploited  and  oppressed. 

Social  Explosion  in 
Washington  Heights 

While  stars-and-stripes  bunting  was 
being  draped  across  Midtown  Man- 
hattan, residents  of  the  Upper  West 
Side  were  waving  the  red.  white  and 
blue  Dominican  flag  in  angry  protests 
over  the  cop  killings  of  Jos6  Garcia 
and  Dagoberto  Pichardo.  Washington 
Heights  was  already  inflamed  over  years 
of  police  brutality  organized  out  of  the 
34th  Precinct,  presently  under  federal 
investigation  for  “corruption”  (read: 
drug  dealing),  which  acts  like  an  occu- 
pying army  in  the  heavily  Hispanic  area. 
Patrol  cars  were  burned  and  an  effigy  of 
a cop  torched,  but  what  really  set  the 
thugs  in  blue  swinging  was  when  dem- 
onstrators tried  to  block  off  the  George 
Washington  Bridge.  Were  the  racist  cops 
worried  about  getting  out  of  the  Man- 
hattan war  zone  to  their  leafy  suburban 
homes  in  lily-white  Rockland  County  in 
time  for  dinner? 

While  the  cops’  protection  outfit, 
the  PBA,  was  denouncing  Mayor  Din- 
kins for  expressing  concern  for  Garcia’s 
family,  the  New  York  Times  (9  July) 
chimed  in  with  a disgusting  racist  edi- 
torial, “It’s  Not  the  Rodney  King 
Case.”  denigrating  the  victim’s  Domin- 
ican hometown  of  San  Francisco  de 
Macoris  as  a haven  for  drug  dealers: 
“Drug  money  from  Washington  Heights 
has  transformed  the  farm  town  of  San 
Francisco  de  Macoris  into  a mini- 
Beverly  Hills,  filled  with  Mercedes 
Benzes,  discos  and  satellite  TV  dishes." 
Of  the  victim,  the  Times  comments: 
“He.  too.  came  from  San  Francisco  de 
Macoris.  He  was  shot  in  a building  on 
West  162nd  Street,  in  the  heart  of  the 
drug  bazaar.”  So,  the  editorial  haugh- 
tily implies,  Jos6  Garcia  presumably 
deserved  what  he  got— a bullet  in  the 
back  and  another  from  a gun  barrel  held 
to  his  stomach! 

The  Times  (8  July)  reported  that  "the 
Police  Department’s  Internal  Affairs  Di- 


vision had  been  aware  for  more  than  a 
year  of  allegations  that  Officer  O’Keefe 
had  stolen  drugs  and  money  from 
drug  dealers  in  Washington  Heights.” 
O’Keefe  is  no  aberration.  It’s  only  a mat- 
ter of  time  until  another  trigger-happy 
cop  guns  down  another  unarmed  black 
or  Latino  in  the  hellish,  impoverished 
inner  city.  The  war  on  drugs  is  a war  on 
blacks  and  Hispanics  trapped  in  the 
ghettos  and  barrios  without  jobs  or  even 
hope  for  a job.  “Kiko”  Garcia  peddled 
clothing  on  the  sidewalks  and  lived  in  a 
one-bedroom  apartment  with  his  mother 
and  family.  His  life  was  worthless  to  the 
killer  cops  of  the  34th  Precinct  who  are 
the  armed  fist  of  the  state — paid  thugs 


to  terrorize  and  beat  into  submission  the 
victims  of  capitalist  oppression. 

While  Bush  has  been  talking  about 
prosperity  just  around  the  comer,  official 
unemployment  around  the  country  in- 
creased to  7.8  percent  in  June.  In  New 
York  State,  the  jobless  rate  shot  up  to 
9.2  percent,  one  of  the  highest  in  the 
country,  and  in  New  York  City  it  was 
already  11.5  percent  in  May.  Teenage 
unemployment  in  the  city  was  29.8  per- 
cent during  the  first  quarter  of  1992,  and 
close  to  50  percent  for  black  and  His- 
panic youth.  NYC  has  lost  142,000  jobs 
in  the  last  year  alone,  but  that  only 
begins  to  plumb  the  depths  of  the  eco- 
nomic devastation.  The  most  startling 


statistic  recently  was  that  for  New  York 
City  youth  between  ages  16  and  19,  only 
12.6  percent,  one  in  eight,  has  a job! 
This  is  compared  to  37  percent  nation- 
ally. Compared  to  1980,  today  in  NYC 
three  times  as  many  people  are  in  jail, 
three  times  as  many  families  are  home- 
less, and  over  the  last  decade  26,000 
New  Yorkers  died  of  AIDS.  This  is  the 
morphology  of  a dying  system. 

The  crisis  of  NYC  reflects  the  crisis 
of  American  capitalism  itself.  The  crum- 
bling infrastructure,  the  segregation  and 
police  occupation  of  minority  neighbor- 
hoods, the  unemployment  and  hopeless- 
ness of  the  down  and  out  who  live  on 
the  mean  streets  of  New  York  is  obvious 
to  all,  despite  the  attempts  to  paint  the 
Big  Apple  red  for  the  Democrats.  To 
make  life  livable  for  the  workers  and 
minority  poor  will  indeed  require  class 
war , a war  against  the  banks  who  suck 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in  “inter- 
est income”  off  this  city  alone;  a war 
against  the  capitalists  who  have  been 
shutting  down  industry  en  masse  to  flee 
to  low-wage,  non-union  havens  where 
they  can  raise  the  rate  of  exploitation 
(and  their  profits);  a war  against  the 
capitalist  politicians.  Democratic  and 
Republican,  white  and  black,  who  carry 
out  the  bourgeoisie’s  dirty  work,  turning 
the  cities  into  wastelands  of  human 
degradation. 

Break  with  the  Democrats!  We  need 
a workers  party  that  acts  as  a tribune  of 
the  people,  championing  the  cause  of  the 
oppressed,  a vanguard  party  that  acts 
as  the  general  staff  to  wage  the  class 
war  through  to  victory  of  the  socialist 
revolution.  ■ 
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Thousands  of 
black  and 
Hispanic  youth 
and  working 
people  were 
rounded  up  in 
racist  police 
dragnet  after 
L.A.  exploded 
in  outrage. 


Los  Angeles... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

Chavez  Ravine,  which  like  Bunker  Hill 
had  been  one  of  the  proposed  sites  to 
build  public  housing,  were  driven  out  of 
their  homes  to  pave  the  way  for  Dodger 
Stadium. 

Meanwhile  blacks  and  other  minorities 
were  prevented  from  moving  to  other 
neighborhoods  by  Jim  Crow  housing  leg- 
islation and  deed  restrictions  providing 
for  the  “exclusion  of  all  non-Caucasians 
from  occupancy,  except  as  domestic  ser- 
vants." Sometimes  non-Christians  were 
banned  as  well.  In  1964,  when  the  civil 
rights  movement  was  protesting  against 
Jim  Crow  segregation  in  the  Deep  South, 
Proposition  14.  which  voided  Califor- 
nia's "fair  housing  laws,”  was  passed. 
Nine  months  later  Watts  exploded. 

The  liberal  pacifism  and  legalism  of 
the  civil  rights  movement  had  no  answer 
to  the  oppression  of  blacks  outside  the 
South  who  had  formal  “legal”  equality 
but,  as  in  Watts,  were  brutally  terrorized 
by  racist  cops,  segregated  in  impover- 
ished ghettos  ridden  with  unemployment 
and  despair.  Black  oppression  is  rooted 
deep  in  the  social  and  economic  structure 
of  American  capitalism  and  can  only  be 
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Multi-ethnic  Los  Angeles.  More  than 
80  languages  are  spoken  by  school 
children  in  L.A. 

solved  through  a thoroughgoing  socialist 
revolution.  The  young  black  militants 
who  broke  with  King's  cringing  pacifism 
to  embrace  the  slogan  of  “black  power” 
represented  the  best  of  a generation.  But 
they  never  found  the  bridge  to  the  pro- 
gram of  a revolutionary  integrated  strug- 
gle for  workers  power. 

Aftermath  of  Watts 

The  L.A.  rulers  used  the  Watts  riot  to 
whip  up  a white  racist  “law  and  order" 
frenzy.  LAPD  chief  Parker  took  to  the 
airwaves  to  warn:  “It  is  estimated  that 
by  1970,  45  percent  of  the  metropolitan 
area  of  Los  Angeles  will  be  Negro.  If 
you  want  any  protection  for  your  home 
and  family... you're  going  to  have  to  get 
in  and  support  a strong  police  depart- 
ment. If  you  don’t,  come  1970,  God  help 
you.”  This  was  echoed  by  the  McCone 
Commission,  headed  by  ex-CIA  chief 
John  McCone,  in  its  “investigation"  of 
the  Watts  upheaval.  The  Commission’s 
report  predicted  “that  by  1990  the  core 
of  the  Central  City  of  Los  Angeles  will 
be  inhabited  almost  exclusively  by  more 
than  1,200,000  Negroes.” 

The  Watts  rebellion  and  the  racist 
alarmism  of  the  McCone  Commission 
spurred  the  creation  of  the  "Committee 
of  25.”  representing  the  interests  of  the 
biggest  Downtown  L.A.  corporations. 
As  Mike  Davis  puts  it  in  his  essay 
"Chinatown,  Revisited?”  (Sex,  Death 
and  God  in  L.A.)  the  Committee  of  25 


"was  the  closest  thing  to  an  ‘execu- 
tive committee  of  the  bourgeoisie'  that 
Southern  California  had  seen  since  the 
class  wars  of  the  1930s."  Although 
opposed  to  black  Democrat  Tom  Bradley 
when  he  ran  for  mayor,  they  came 
to  see  in  this  ex-cop  the  man  they 
needed  for  the  job  of  redeveloping 
L.A.’s  Downtown  as  a fortress  against 
the  hideously  oppressed  minorities  that 
surrounded  it. 

Bradley’s  1969  mayoral  campaign  had 
been  backed  by  more  farsighted  sections 
of  the  bourgeoisie,  particularly  represent- 
ed by  Westside  Jewish  liberals.  They  rec- 
ognized the  need  to  have  a black  mayor 
to  keep  the  lid  on.  Although  defeated  in 
that  bid  by  fellow  Democrat  and  racist 
populist  demagogue  Sam  Yorty,  in  1973 
Bradley  was  elected  with  the  money 
and  enthusiastic  backing  of  the  Westside 
establishment  and  the  Times,  and  the 
votes  of  the  city’s  black  population. 
Various  rad-libs  and  reformists,  with  the 
Stalinists  of  the  Communist  Party  in  the 
lead,  hailed  Bradley’s  election  as  a vic- 
tory of  a great  "progressive  coalition." 
But  as  we  wrote  at  the  time: 

“The  ruling  class  didn’t  have  to  fear  that 
Bradley's  election  might  lead  to  the  frus- 
tration of  ‘rising  expectations'  (the  usual 
bourgeois  explanation  of  ghetto  rebel- 
lions); Bradley  gave  oppressed  blacks 
nothing  to  expect.  The  rulers  understand 
that,  in  addition  to  maintaining  a facade 
of  representative  democracy,  a moderate 
black  politician  obedient  to  the  dictates 
of  finance  capital  can  often  be  an  effec- 
tive vehicle  for  containing  and  channel- 
ing the  militancy  of  labor  and  oppressed 
minorities.” 

— WV  No.  26,  3 August  1973 
An  ex-LAPD  lieutenant  who  cam- 
paigned in  his  uniform  and  openly 
appealed  to  the  forces  of  "law  and 
order,"  Bradley  paid  back  his  minority 
constituents  with  even  more  poverty  and 
deprivation.  While  programs  for  the  poor 
received  nothing  from  the  city’s  reve- 
nues, his  administration  gave  developers 
massive  tax  breaks  for  the  “renewal”  of 
Downtown  and  other  real  estate  specu- 
lation which  earned  them  vast  fortunes. 


Even  the  miserable  federal  and  county 
aid  for  social  programs  was  overwhelm- 
ingly diverted  to  redevelopment.  As 
one  black  resident  of  South-Central 
commented  bitterly  during  the  1992 
upheaval,  “Having  a black  mayor  didn’t 
make  any  difference.  Everything  was  the 
same.  If  it  had  been  a white  mayor,  it 
would  have  been  the  same.” 

Capital  of  the  Third  World 

By  1990  the  Downtown  citadel,  whose 
development  had  been  spurred  by  the 
racist  alarmism  of  the  LAPD  and  the 
McCone  Commission,  was  surrounded 
not  by  blacks  but  by  a “second  city"  of 
over  one  million  impoverished  Spanish- 
speaking immigrants.  At  the  time  of  the 
Watts  rebellion,  the  population  of  greater 
L.A.  was  85  percent  white;  by  the  time 
of  the  1990  census  it  was  40  percent 
Hispanic,  37  percent  white,  13  percent 
black  and  10  percent  Asian.  As  an  article 
in  the  Village  Voice  (9  June),  entitled 
“The  First  Multicultural  Riots,”  noted: 
"After  the  1965  Watts  riot,  politicians 
made  pious  promises  to  improve  condi- 
tions in  the  inner  cities....  Instead,  whites 
moved  wholesale  to  the  western  part  of 
the  city  or  plowed  over  desert  land  in  all 
directions  to  build  new.  homogeneous 
(read:  lily-white)  suburban  communities. 
The  new  suburbs  are  self-incorporated 
and  have  rules  to  keep  ‘undesirables’ 
from  moving  in. 

"That  left  the  city  to  the  terribly  poor 
and  the  terribly  rich,  who  built  up 
walls,  set  up  sophisticated  electronic  sur- 
veillance systems,  and  hired  private 
police  to  protect  them.  Los  Angeles 
reemerged  just  a scant  10  years  later  as 
an  even  more  segregated  city  of  isolated 
communities." 

An  article  in  the  New  York  Times 
(28  June)  noted  that  this  election  year 
the  most  common  sign  on  the  front  lawns 
of  Hollywood  Democrats,  who  were  the 
main  force  behind  the  election  of  Brad- 
ley in  1973,  wasn’t  "Vote  for  Clinton" 
but  "Armed  Response." 

Today  in  Watts  and  South-Central 
L.A.  the  population  is  more  than  half 
Latino.  One  demographic  researcher 
commented,  “If  you  take  the  past  27 


years,  I would  challenge  you  to  find  any 
other  place  of  equal  poverty  that  has 
experienced  such  dramatic  economic  and 
demographic  change"  ( New  York  Times , 
15  May).  While  the  city's  aerospace 
industry  was  a big  recipient  of  the  Cold 
War  II  military  buildup  against  the 
Soviet  Union,  its  population  was  also 
swelled  by  desperate  refugees  from 
death  squad  terror  and  murder  in  Central 
America — the  front  line  of  the  "war 
against  Communism”  in  America’s  back- 
yard. Some  300.000  Salvadorans — close 
to  10  percent  of  the  entire  population 
of  that  country — sought  refuge  in  Los 
Angeles. 

While  there  are  long-established  Mex- 
ican communities  such  as  East  L.A..  over 
the  last  decade  the  neighborhoods  of 
Pico-Union,  Koreatown  and  the  vast 
South-Central  district  have  filled  up  with 
Central  Americans  and  Mexicans,  many 
of  whom  paid  coyote  smugglers  their  last 
savings  to  bring  them  across  the  border 
to  El  Norte.  Yet  once  arrived  in  the  "land 
of  opportunity,"  they  found  their  oppor- 
tunities severely  limited.  The  poverty 
rate  in  Watts  is  three  times  the  national 
average  and  higher  than  1965.  If  statis- 
tics show  the  median  household  income 
has  risen  slightly,  it’s  only  because  many 
immigrant  families  are  crammed  in  two 
and  three  to  a house,  and  impoverished 
"illegals"  don’t  answer  the  knock  of  the 
census  taker.  The  looting  during  the 
recent  explosion  in  South-Central  was 
more  like  the  1989  hunger  riots  in  Cara- 
cas than  what  the  bourgeoisie  calls  a 
“race  riot.” 

An  example  of  that  was  the  June  1943 
“Zoot  Suit"  riot  in  Los  Angeles.  For  a 
week,  war-drunk  sailors  and  soldiers 
went  on  a racist  rampage  against  young 
Mexicans  (and  blacks)  in  downtown 
L.A.,  while  the  LAPD  regularly  arrested 
nattily  dressed  minority  youth.  Mobs 
brandishing  clubs  careened  through  Cha- 
vez Ravine  and  other  barrios.  They  had 
intended  to  continue  through  the  black 
district,  but  as  Carey  McWilliams  notes 
continued  on  page  10 


LAPD 
nightmare: 
gang  truce 
in  the 
wake  of 
L.A.  riots. 


ft  1/30/12. - 

Rt  PS  T0&5THEP, 

BLooDS  Fop,ei/EF\ 

exfcFwa 


24  JULY  1992 


9 


L.A.  Flashpoint  U.S.A.  \ 


AP  Acme 

1943  “Zoot  Suit”  riots  were  a racist  pogrom  by  L.A.  cops  and  club-wielding  U.S.  sailors  against  Mexicans  and  blacks. 


Los  Angeles... 

(continued  from  page  9) 
in  North  From  Mexico  (1948),  "Learning 
that  the  Negroes  planned  a warm  recep- 
tion for  them,  the  mobsters  turned  back." 
The  lynchers  had  been  whipped  up  by 
the  Hearst  press,  which  following  their 
vicious  campaign  to  lock  up  Japanese 
Americans  in  concentration  camps  then 
made  Mexicans  the  next  target  of  their 
xenophobia.  As  shown  in  Luis  Valdez' 
movie  Zoot  Suit , sensationalist  coverage 
of  the  "Sleepy  Lagoon  murder”  case  was 
wielded  to  whip  up  hatred  of  "pachucos" 
(gang  members). 

During  and  after  the  war,  Mexican 
labor  was  brought  in  under  the  bracero 
program,  and  then  expelled  in  1954  in 
"Operation  Wetback."  In  recent  years 
immigration  has  swelled  as  a result  of 
the  U.S. -engineered  Mexican  “debt  cri- 
sis” which  has  sent  living  standards 
plummeting.  Today  Los  Angeles  has 
the  second- largest  Mexican  population 
after  Mexico  City.  Desperate  Latino  and 
Asian  undocumented  workers  supply  the 
superexploited  labor  for  the  garment,  fur- 
niture and  plastics  sweatshops  that  now 
occupy  the  sites  of  the  former  rubber, 
steel  and  auto  plants.  With  the  destruction 
of  manufacturing  in  L.A.  during  the 
1970s  and  '80s,  blacks  in  South-Central 
were  mostly  driven  out  of  unionized  jobs. 
In  Vernon,  the  industrial  heartland  of 
Southeast  L.A.,  80  percent  of  the  work- 
force in  the  garment  industry  is  undoc- 
umented and  all  work  for  minimum  wage. 

As  David  Rieff  commented  in  his 
book  Los  Angeles:  Capital  of  the  Third 
World : 

"For  all  L.A.'s  tradition  as  an  anti-union 

town,  nothing  quite  like  it  had  been  seen 


SANTA  ANA,  California,  July  14 — Five 
hundred  striking  construction  workers, 
their  families  and  supporters  rallied  at 
the  courthouse  here  today  against  cop 
strikebreaking.  The  drywall  workers, 
overwhelmingly  Mexican  immigrants, 
are  fighting  for  union  recognition  and 
justice  for  their  jailed  compaheros , 49 
of  whom  are  being  held  by  the  INS  at 
the  Terminal  Island  detention  center 
under  threat  of  deportation. 

The  hated  migra  immigration  cops 
are  on  a binge  of  union-busting  depor- 
tations from  the  Bay  Area  to  the 
Mexican  border.  The  drywallers  were 
seized  by  the  INS  following  the  mass 
arrest  of  153  strikers  by  Orange  County 
sheriffs  in  Mission  Viejo  on  July  2. 


in  the  city,  or  anywhere  else  in  the  United 
States,  since  the  rise  of  the  trade  union 
movement  more  than  a century  earlier. 
This  was  the  employer-employee  rela- 
tionship as  the  late  nineteenth-century 
plutocrats  envisaged  it  in  their  most 
extravagant  moments,  a throwback  to  the 
last  American  gilded  age... when  Jay.-'' 
Gould  boasted  that  he  could  buy  one  half 
of  the  American  working  class  to  kill  the 
other  half.” 

While  they  pointed  to  the  mass  immi- 
gration to  Los  Angeles  over  the  past 
decade  as  a symbol  of  the  city’s  “vital- 
ity," the  wage-gouging  sweatshop  bosses 
and  parasitical  speculator  “developers” 
who  run  L.A.  have  counted  on  playing 
the  vast,  multi-ethnic  minority  popula- 
tions off  against  each  other. 

Asians  were  upheld  as  the  “model 
minority.”  The  entrepreneurial  skills  of 


Misdemeanor  trespassing  charges  are 
still  pending  against  1 1 1 workers,  who 
were  originally  charged  with  "kidnap- 
ping" for  convincing  a few  scabs  to 
go  home! 

A spokesman  for  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  addressed  the  rally,  calling 
for  solidarity  action  by  Los  Angeles-area 
labor:  "The  urtity  and  determination  you 
have  shown  must  serve  as  a call  to  the 
integrated  labor  movement — longshore, 
aerospace.  Teamsters,  hotel/restaurant 
and  janitors  who  are  here  today — to 
come  out  and  fight  shoulder  to  shoulder 
to  defeat  migra  union-busting." 

Free  all  the  strikers!  Drop  the  charges! 
No  deportations!  Full  citizenship  rights 
for  foreign-bom  workers!  ■ 


Korean  and  other  Asian  small  shopkeep- 
ers were  pointed  to  as  the  guarantee  of 
L.A.’s  prosperity  as  the  “capital  of  the 
Pacific  Rim."  Beginning  in  1970,  immi- 
gration from  South  Korea  took  off.  In 
the  past  decade  the  Korean  population 
of  Los  Angeles  County  has  more  than 
doubled,  from  60,000  in  1980  to  145,000 
in  1990.  Most  were  urban,  educated  pro- 
fessionals who  saw  little  opportunity  in 
South  Korea.  Although  they  arrived  with 
some  personal  savings,  most  “got  ahead" 
by  having  their  whole  families  work  16 
hours  a day  in  the  small  retail  businesses 
they  ran  in  south  L.A. 

Rising  resentment  against  Korean 
shopkeepers — crystallized  by  the  1991 
murder  of  black  teenager  Latasha  Har- 
lins  by  a Korean  store  owner,  and 
inflamed  by  black  nationalist  dema- 
gogues who  aspire  to  be  the  exploiters 
of  “their”  ghetto  market — was  brought 
home  in  blood  and  fire  during  the  recent 
upheaval.  Conspicuously  staying  out  of 
the  area  during  the  early  hours  as  South- 
Central  burned,  the  cops  clearly  wanted 
to  inflame  interracial  hostility  and 
violence,  particularly  between  blacks 
and  Asians.  Meanwhile,  most  Asian 
immigrants  are  among  the  miserably 
exploited,  who  are  a sizable  proportion 
of  the  sweatshop  labor. 

Employers  have  used  undocumented 
Hispanic  workers  as  a battering  ram 
against  the  few  jobs  that  blacks  had  held 
onto.  For  example,  in  the  early  1980s  an 
SEIU  local  of  black  janitors  who  cleaned 
downtown  high-rises  was  smashed  and 
replaced  with  non-union,  minimum- 
wage  immigrant  labor.  And  while  the 
bosses  brutally  exploit  desperate  "illegal 
aliens,"  holding  the  threat  of  deportation 
over  their  heads,  they  fan  the  flames  of 
racist  reaction  against  Hispanics  and 
Asians  with  anti-immigration  hysteria 
and  virulent  Japanese-bashing.  Now 
black  nationalists  and  businessmen  are 
demanding  that  Hispanic  workers  be 
driven  out  of  jobs  in  the  reconstruction 
sites. 

Within  the  logic  of  capitalism,  the 
smaller  the  pie,  the  more  brutal  the  strug- 
gle for  a piece  of  it.  And  as  decaying 
capitalism’s  pie  shrinks  rapidly,  the  strug- 
gle is  the  fiercest  among  those  for  whom 
society  makes  it  hardest  to  survive.  For 
the  racist  rulers,  pitting  the  oppressed 
and  exploited  against  each  other  is  an 
essential  prop  to  maintain  their  increas- 
ingly decrepit  system  of  raw  exploitation. 
That  is  why  they  were  so  shaken  by  the 
multiracial  character  of  the  upheaval  that 
erupted  in  L.A.  following  the  acquittal 
of  the  racist  cops  who  savagely  beat  Rod- 
ney King.  They  are  haunted  by  the  spectre 
of  integrated  class  struggle. 

For  a Multiracial 
Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  L.A.  upheaval, 
an  article  by  Mike  Davis  in  the  Los  Ange- 
les Times  (15  May),  titled  “To  Restore 
Hope  to  Lost  Generation.  Talk  to  the 
Gangs,”  and  a column  by  radical  jour- 


nalist Alexander  Cockbum  ( San  Fran- 
cisco Examiner . 20  May)  recommended 
a program  put  forward  by  the  Crips  and 
the  Bloods  under  the  slogan  “Give  Us 
the  Hammer  and  the  Nails,  We  Will 
Rebuild  the  City."  The  two  formerly  war- 
ring gangs  offer  to  eliminate  drug  deal- 
ing and  gang  warfare  in  return  for  $3.7 
million  in  schools,  hospitals  and  other 
social  and  reconstruction  programs  in 
South-Central.  In  exchange  for  the 
money,  the  Crips  and  the  Bloods  offer 
themselves  as  part  of  a new  force  to 
police  the  area. 

Davis  argues.  “Like  the  1965  Watts 
riot,  this  conflict  has  united  warring 
gangs  around  a vision  of  black  power 
and  community  self-determination.” 
Following  the  recent  L.A.  conflagration, 
gang  members  have  appeared  on  many 
TV  talk  shows  where  they  have  been 
quite  articulate  in  expressing  the  poverty 
and  degradation  that  is  everyday  life  for 
blacks  in  South-Central — contradicting 
the  image  of  drug-deranged,  inhuman 
outlaws  portrayed  by  the  bourgeois 
media  and  the  LAPD.  But  the  Crips 
and  the  Bloods  are  a far  cry  from  the 
former  gang  members  of  the  ’60s, 
like  “Bunchy”  Carter  and  Jon  Huggins, 
who  in  the  aftermath  of  Watts  founded 
the  L.A.  branch  of  the  Black  Panther 
Party. 

The  Panthers  expressed  a gut-level 
hatred  for  the  whole  system  of  racist, 
capitalist  “Amerikkka.”  and  they  were 
met  with  the  full  force  of  the  state.  As 
opposed  to  the  black  cultural  nationalists 
who  pimped  off  the  “war  on  poverty" 
programs  of  the  ’60s,  the  Panthers  ini- 
tially fought  to  remain  independent  of 
the  bourgeois  establishment.  In  contrast, 
the  Crips  and  the  Bloods  are  quite  con- 
scious that  what  they  want  for  them- 
selves is  to  cash  in  on  the  L.A.  riots. 
Recently,  the  two  gangs  announced  the 
formation  of  their  own  new  non-profit 
corporation,  whose  main  trade  will  be 
selling  gang  truce  T-shirts.  As  the  sec- 
retary of  the  new  Crips-Bloods  organi- 
zation, Hands  Across  Watts,  put  it:  "It’s 
straight  economics.  I make  money  off  of 
you,  you  make  money  off  of  me.  It’s 
either  join  the  system  or  get  rolled  over 
by  it.  That’s  the  American  way"  ( Los 
Angeles  Times.  6 July). 

Davis  himself  notes  in  an  article 
in  The  Nation  (1  June),  “The  only  na- 
tional leader  whom  most  Crips  and 
Bloods  seem  to  take  seriously  is  Louis 
Farrakhan,  and  his  goal  of  black  eco- 
nomic self-determination  is  broadly 
embraced....  At  the  Inglewood  gang 
summit,  which  took  place  on  May  5, 
there  were  repeated  references  to  a 
renaissance  of  black  capitalism  out  of 
the  ashes  of  Korean  businesses.  ‘After 
all,’  an  ex-Crip  told  me  later,  ‘we  didn't 
bum  our  community,  just  their  stores’." 
Louis  Farrakhan — the  man  who  wanted 
Malcolm  X dead  and  who  praised  Adolf 
Hitler  as  a “great  man" — carries  the  ide- 
ology of  black  nationalism  to  its  most 
reactionary  conclusions.  This  has  gained 
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PDC  spokesman  Benito  Montgomery  addresses  rally  of  striking  drywall 
workers  in  Santa  Ana,  California. 

iViva  la  Huelga!  No  Deportations! 

Victory  to  the  California 
Drywallers  Strike! 
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Popular  1990  strike  by  heavily  minority  teacher  assistants  in  L.A.  schools. 
Latino  hotel  workers,  janitors  and  construction  workers  have  also  waged  sharp 
union  struggles  recently. 


broader  currency  today,  as  in  the  L.A. 
movie  Boy:  N the  Hood , which  compares 
the  hero  to  Farrakhan  and  is  infused  with 
his  “black  capitalist"  message. 

From  Booker  T.  Washington  on,  sec- 
tions of  the  black  petty  bourgeoisie  have 
had  aspirations  to  be  the  exploiters  of 
“their  own"  people.  Farrakhan  is  a sin- 
ister demagogue  whose  “empowerment" 
rhetoric  and  program  match  that  of  the 
Reaganite  right,  from  black  businesses 
to  "anti-drug"  repression.  He  also  sneers 
that  “women,  gays,  lesbians  and  Jews 
have  taken  advantage  of  civil  rights  laws, 
antidiscrimination  laws,  housing  laws," 
and  looks  back  with  nostalgia  to  segre- 
gation, lamenting  that  "throughout  the 
South  the  economic  advancement  that 
we  gained  under  Jim  Crow  is  literally 
dead"  (Nation,  28  January  1991).  And 
while  the  Crips  and  the  Bloods  offer 
themselves  up  as  auxiliaries  to  the  LAPD 
in  policing  the  ghettos,  Farrakhan ’s 
"Nation  of  Islam"  is  in  line  for  a contract 
from  the  Bush  administration  to  operate 
as  the  security  force  in  an  L.A.  housing 
project,  as  they  earlier  did  in  the  Mayfair 
Estates  in  Washington,  D.C.  ( Los  Ange- 
les Times,  3 July). 

The  Crips  and  the  Bloods’  idea  that 
somehow  they  are  going  to  “get  theirs" 
by  joining  the  system  in  racist  capitalist 
America  is  not  only  reactionary  but 
totally  utopian.  The  forcible  segregation 
of  the  black  population  in  this  country 


at  the  bottom  of  the  economic  ladder  is 
an  essential  part  of  the  bedrock  of  Amer- 
ican capitalism.  Fantasies  of  getting  rich 
by  selling  T-shirts  only  feed  into  the  plans 
for  minimum-wage,  non-union  "enter- 
prise zones"  being  pushed  by  both  Bush 
and  the  Democrats.  There  is  no  separate 
road  to  equality  for  the  oppressed  black 
masses  in  the  United  States  apart  from 
an  integrated  class-struggle  Fight  to  bring 
down  the  capitalist  system  which  is  the 
source  of  black  oppression. 

For  many  ghetto  youth,  the  idea  that 
the  power  of  labor  chn  be  mobilized  on 
behalf  of  the  oppressed,  not  to  mention 
in  defense  of  the  unions  themselves, 
seems  bizarre.  This  isn’t  surprising, 
given  recent  experience.  It’s  not  that 
there  haven’t  been  hard-fought  labor  bat- 
tles in  this  country  over  the  past  decade. 
But  they  have  been  repeatedly  stabbed 
in  the  back  by  the  bosses’  labor  lieuten- 
ants in  the  leadership  of  the  trade-union 
movement.  The  job-trusting  AFL-CIO 
tops  who  scream  about  immigrant  work- 
ers stealing  “our  jobs”  presided  over  the 
destruction  of  the  unionized  manufactur- 
ing plants  that  are  now  the  sites  of  Third 
World  sweatshop  labor  in  L.A.  Yet  the 
racist,  pro-capitalist  labor  fakers  are  not 
identical  with  the  union  movement, 
which  is  based  on  millions  of  working 
men  and  women. 

White  workers  from  Hormel  meat- 
packers  and  Pittston  coal  miners  to 


middle-aged  Middle  American  Caterpil- 
lar workers  have  struck  against  the  cap- 
italists. who  exploit  them  just  as  they 
keep  black  and  Hispanic  workers  and 
poor  locked  in  misery.  Recently  in  L.A.. 
Latino  workers  have  been  at  the  center 
of  a series  of  labor  struggles.  In  1989, 
the  hotel  workers  fought  to  defend  their 
union  against  the  giant  Hyatt  chain.  A 
year  later  the  mainly  Latino  janitors 
waged  a militant  strike  which  faced 
down  police  attack  and  won  union  rec- 
ognition. Recently,  during  the  state  of 
emergency  in  L.A.  the  janitors  union 
held  a march  of  several  hundred  from 
their  union  hall  prqjes|ing  the  racist  cop 
terror  of  the  LAPD. 

These  workers  can  be  a vital  spark 
for  the  North  American  working  class, 
many  having  experience  of  militant  class 
struggle  and  more  open  to  international- 
ist ideas  because  of  their  origins.  Yet 
most  are  in  a very  precarious  position, 
subject  to  deportation  and  employer 
blackmail.  The  labor  movement  must 


demand  full  citizenship  rights  for 
foreign-bom  workers.  And  Latino  work- 
ers must  resist  the  treacherous  appeals 
of  aspiring  bourgeois  politicos  who 
would  pit  them  against  blacks.  Histori- 
cally and  today,  black  oppression  in  this 
country  built  on  slavery  is  key  to 
ruling-class  domination  of  the  workers 
and  poor.  During  the  L.A.  upheaval  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Spar- 
tacist  League  demanded  that  the  pow- 
erful L.A.  unions  such  as  longshore, 
aerospace  and  city  workers  organize 
work  stoppages  and  mass  mobilizations 
to  solidarize  with  and  defend  the  black 
community. 

What  is  desperately  needed  is  com- 
mon class  struggle  to  unite  organized 
labor  with  all  strata  of  the  oppressed 
against  their  common  capitalist  oppres- 
sors who  have  impoverished  and  brutal- 
ized the  working  people  who  built  the 
wealth  of  this  country.  This  requires  the 
leadership  of  a Leninist  vanguard  party 
to  act  as  a "tribune  of  the  people.”  ■ 


Cartoon  captures 
Martin  Luther  King’s 
cringing  pacifism 
that  supported 
brutal  repression 
of  the  1960s 
ghetto  explosions. 


RU  486... 

(continued  from  page  1) 
the  hypocritical  mask  drop,  showing  the 
hard  ideological  split  on  the  high  court, 
with  only  -83-year-old  Harry  Blackmun 
(the  author  of  Roe  v.  Wade ) and  John 
Paul  Stevens  dissenting. 

The  ban  on  importing  RU  486  is 
strictly  political,  without  the  slightest 
medical  or  “legal"  justification.  The 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  did  not 
present  a shred  of  evidence  to  back  up 
their  assertion  it  was  for  “health  rea- 
sons." They  vaguely  cited  the  need  for 
more  testing,  although  the  pill  has 
already  been  safely  used  by  110,000 
women  in  Europe.  The  ban  even  violated 
the  government’s  own  law  that  "guide- 
lines" for  importing  unapproved  drugs 
require  public  notice  and  provisions  for 
public  comment.  The  “French  pill"  is  not 
available  in  the  U.S.  due  to  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  profit  motive  and  reactionary 
politics.  The  French  pharmaceutical 
house  which  makes  RU  486,  Roussel 
Uclaf.  has  not  requested  FDA  approval 
and  is  not  seeking  to  market  the  pill  in 
the  U.S.  out  of  fear  that  right-to-life 
fanatics  will  boycott  all  the  firm’s 
products. 

Under  existing  law  the  FDA  has  the 
power  to  prevent  unapproved  drugs  from 
entering  the  U.S.,  but  in  practice  it 
doesn’t  try  to  stop  all  unauthorized  drugs 
at  the  border.  After  a public  outcry,  it 
issued  guidelines  in  1989  allowing  indi- 
viduals to  bring  some  unapproved  drugs 


into  the  country  for  personal  use.  ranging 
from  skin  treatments  to  AIDS  and  cancer 
drugs.  To  get  around  this,  the  FDA  is- 
sued a “special  alert”  banning  the  import 
of  RU  486.  It  was  this  that  Leona  Benten 
and  her  lawyers  were  challenging  when 
she  tried  to  bring  the  pills  through  cus- 
toms at  Kennedy  Airport  July  I . When 
a U.S.  district  court  judge  in  New  York 
ruled  against  the  government’s  arbi- 
trary seizure,  the  administration  appealed 
and  Justice  Clarence  Thomas  intervened 
to  take  it  directly  before  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  two  recent  abortion  decisions 
exposed  the  charade  that  this  far-right 
Bush  appointee  didn’t  have  a position  on 
the  right  to  abortion. 

Leona  Benten.  the  gutsy  young 
woman  who  defied  the  Bush  White 
House,  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  bible*'' 
bigots  in  agreeing  to  be  the  test  case  for 
RU  486,  is  a 29-year-old  social  worker 
from  Berkeley.  California.  She  has  been 
active  in  struggles  for  homeless  rights, 
against  police  harassment  and  over 
AIDS.  Until  a few  weeks  ago  she  was 
working  at  Shelter,  Inc.,  a Richmond 
homeless  center  which  was  closed  down 
for  lack  of  funding.  Finding  herself 
unemployed,  she  also  discovered  she 
was  pregnant.  Benten  called  the  Wom- 
en’s Choice  Center  in  Oakland  to  make 
an  appointment  for  an  abortion,  and 
agreed  to  become  the  "test  case"  for  RU 
486.  "I  did  this  because  it  needed  to  be 
done  and  because  it  was  easier  for  me 
than  for  a lot  of  other  women,"  she  told 
the  Oakland  Tribune  (16  July). 

Benten  obtained  a prescription  for  RU 


486  in  New  York,  and  accompanied  by 
Abortion  Rights  Mobilization  director 
Lawrence  Lader  she  flew  to  London 
where  they  picked  up  the  pills.  Being 
pregnant,  nauseous  and  about  to  be 
thrust  into  the  limelight  made  everything 
worse:  “The  whole  experience  was  hor- 
rible," she  said,  "I  was  sick,  throwing 
up  on  the  plane  and  had  jet  lag  from  not 
being  able  to  sleep  for  three  days.  Then 
I had  to  face  all  those  reporters."  Asked 
if  she  planned  to  have  children  some  day. 
she  replied,  "I’d  rather  adopt."  "I’m 
interested  in  being  part  of  a family,”  she 
added,  “but  I’m  not  going  to  nuclearize. 
I don’t  feel  it’s  healthy." 

Both  the  Philadelphia  abortion  clinic 
case  (Pennsylvania  v.  Casey)  and  the 
import  of  RU  486  were  brought  to  court 
by  the  Center  for  Reproductive  Law  and 
Policy,  abortion  rights  lawyers  who 
recently  split  out  from  the  ACLU.  The 
strategy  of  feminist  activists  has  been  to 
exploit  the  contradiction  between  the 
Republican  White  House’s  anti-abortion 
stand  in  an  election  year  and  voters  who 
are  overwhelmingly  for  the  right  to  abor- 
tion. It  was  no  accident  they  sought  a 
test  case  by  attempting  to  bring  the  pills 
through  Kennedy  Airport  on  the  eve  of 
the  Democratic  convention  at  Madison 
Square  Garden.  And  the  (much  watered 
down)  “Freedom  of  Choice  Act"  is  sup- 
posed to  come  to  a vote  in  Congress  on 
the  eve  of  the  Republican  convention. 
This  is  all  consciously  intended,  of 
course,  to  gamer  votes  for  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

The  fate  of  women  cannot  be  left  to 


the  racist  courts  or  the  partner  parties  of 
capitalism.  While  bourgeois  feminists 
chanted  "We  will  remember  in  Novem- 
ber" in  demonstrations  outside  clinics 
from  Manhattan  to  Milwaukee  and  con- 
ventioneers chanted  “Pro-choice.  pro- 
Clinton,"  the  Spartacist  League  called  to 
"Break  with  the  Democrats,  build  a 
workers  party!”  We  have  insisted  that 
the  struggle  for  abortion  rights  must 
include  the  call  for  free  safe  abortion 
on  demand,  free  health  care  for  all,  if 
it  is  to  mean  anything  for  those  who 
need  it  the  most.  From  Germany  and 
Poland  to  Afghanistan  to  the  U.S.,  we 
fight  for  the  freedom  of  women  from 
social  oppression:  For  women's  libera- 
tion through  socialist  revolution!  m 
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Racist  Cop  Bonapartism  vs. 
Minorities,  Immigrants,  Labor 


Kaul/L.A.  Times 


L.A.  Flashpoint  U.S.A. 


Malmin/L  A Times 


City  of  Rage.  U.S.  Army,  National  Guard  and  LAPD  occupied  L.A.  ghetto  to 
suppress  Watts  rebellion  of  1965,  and  again  this  year  to  squelch  upheaval  after 
the  racist  acquittal  of  cops  who  beat  Rodney  King. 


Part  One  of  this  article  was  published 
in  Workers  Vanguard  No.  555,  10  July. 

On  April  29,  the  racist  rulers  of  Amer- 
ica watched  their  TV  sets  in  horror  and 
fear  at  the  multiracial  explosion  of  out- 
rage which  engulfed  the  streets  of  South- 
Central  Los  Angeles.  In  an  elemental 
way  the  eruption  in  L.A..  which  was 
echoed  in  integrated  protests  and 
upheavals  across  the  rest  of  the  country, 
was  a revolt  against  a system  which  has 
condemned  the  working  class,  minorities 
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and  poor  to  minimum-wage  exploitation, 
unemployment  lines,  soup  kitchens,  bro- 
ken unions,  broken  lives.  As  we  noted 
at  the  time,  “The  match  that  lit  up  L.A. 
has  burned  a gaping  hole  in  the  New 
World  Order  that  is  widening  with  each 
passing  day.  From  the  White  House  to 
the  California  state  house.  America’s  rul- 
ers know  they  are  all  guilty,  and  they’re 
nervous  as  hell.” 

The  glamour  capital  of  the  U.S.  is  now 
seen  worldwide  as  the  symbol  of  the 
desperate  conditions  of  life  for  impov- 
erished blacks  And  Latinos  in  America. 
The  first  installment  of  a special  six-part 
series  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  (11-16 
May)  titled  “Understanding  the  Riots,” 
opined:  “The  date  could  be  August, 
1965,  when  Watts  first  erupted.  But  this 
is  April,  1992,  the  verdict  is  in,  and 
the  eyes  of  the  world  are  watching.... 
How  did  Los  Angeles  reach  the  point  of 
crisis — again?” 

On  11  August  1965  the  black  popu- 
lation of  Watts  in  South-Central  L.A. 
erupted  in  outrage  against  their  system- 
atic brutalization  by  the  police,  tem- 
porarily driving  the  cops  out.  At  the 
time,  bourgeois  journalists  nervously 
described  it  as  the  beginning  of  the 
“second  Civil  War.”  The  National  Guard 
was  called  in.  As  Gerald  Home,  author 
of  the  upcoming  book.  Fire  This  Time: 
The  Watts  Uprising  and  the  Meaning  of 
the  1960s,  commented:  “It  took  15,000 
troops  to  subdue  Watts  and  South  Central 


Los  Angeles  in  1965,  which  is  more 
than  it  took  to  subdue  the  Dominican 
Republic." 

Coming  a year  after  the  Harlem  police 
riot,  the  explosion  in  Watts  presaged  the 
ghetto  upheavals  that  would  spread 
through  the  inner  cities  of  America.  Mar- 
tin Luther  King  Jr.  came  out  endorsing 
the  brutal  cop/Guard  suppression  of  the 
black  rebellion,  in  which  31  blacks  were 
killed:  “It  was  necessary  that  as  powerful 
a police  force  as  possible  be  brought  in 
to  check  "them”  ( New  York  Times,  1 6 
August  1965).  The  spirit  of  King's  pac- 
ifism was  captured  in  the  Black  Mus- 
lims’ famous  cartoon,  captioned:  "If 
there  is  any  blood  spilled  in  the  streets, 
let  it  be  our  blood!" 

For  black  militants  across  the  country, 
this  graphically  demonstrated  what  the 
preachers’  policy  of  tum-the-other-cheek 
“nonviolence"  really  meant:  support  for 
the  racist  capitalist  order.  In  the  context 
of  growing  opposition  to  the  U.S.  war 
in  Vietnam,  this  would  soon  lead  to  a 


split  in  the  civil  rights  movement  and 
the  emergence  of  the  "black  power" 
wing. 

The  Watts  upheaval  grew  out  of  a 
background  of  rising  black  unemploy- 
ment and  a rigid  pattern  of  segregation 
going  back  decades  which  kept  blacks 
out  of  houses,  schools  and  jobs  outside 
of  "their"  neighborhoods.  Many  South- 
ern blacks  had  immigrated  to  Los  Ange- 
les at  the  time  of  the  Second  World  War. 
when  the  city  was  a center  of  war  pro- 
duction. The  Roosevelt  administration 
enforced  “fair  employment”  orders  on 
government  contractors,  war  industries 
and  unions  to  make  up  for  the  labor 
shortage.  But  when  the  war  ended,  thou- 
sands of  blacks  were  driven  out  of. their 
jobs. 

Rigidly  segregated  in  South-Central 
L.A.  on  one  side  of  Alameda  Street, 
which  came  to  be  known  as  the  “Cotton 
Curtain,"  blacks  were  kept  out  of  the 
higher-paying  jobs  in  the  auto,  steel  and 
rubber  factories  on  the  other  side  of  the 


street.  On  the  other  side  of  the  "Cotton 
Curtain"  lived  Southern  white  workers, 
many  of  whom  had  also  come  to  L.A. 
during  the  war.  It  was  a line  that  blacks 
were  not  to  cross.  Any  who  tried  were 
set  upon  by  white  gangs  with  names 
like  the  “Spookhunters.”  But  the  top 
enforcer  of  segregation  was  the  LAPD 
under  Chief  William  Parker. 

Brought  in  to  combat  corruption  in  the 
LAPD  following  the  “Brenda  Allen" 
scandal  of  the  late  1940s  (where  the  cops 
were  exposed  as  being  on  the  protection 
payroll  and  client  list  of  a local  madam). 
Parker  militarized  the  LAPD.  He  mod- 
eled them  on  the  Marines,  in  line  with 
his  conception  of  the  cops  as  the  “thin 
blue  line” — the  last  line  of  defense  for 
(white)  “society.” 

A viciously  right-wing  puritanical 
bigot  and  self-proclaimed  white  suprem- 
acist. Parker  waged  war  on  "race  mix- 
ing." Cops  were  sent  in  to  drag  white 
women  out  of  black  bars  on  Central 
Avenue.  According  to  one  black  busi- 
nessman, during  the  1950s  L.A.  cops 
blockaded  his  record  store  warning 
whites  to  keep  out  because  "it  was 
too  dangerous  to  hang  around  black 
neighborhoods.” 

Parker  was  the  enforcer  of  the  L.A. 
rulers’  viciously  racist,  anti-labor  social 
order.  As  one  observer  described  it,  Par- 
ker "was  to  the  Los  Angeles  oligarchy 
what  the  army  in  El  Salvador  is  to  its 
oligarchs,  the  enforcer  of  their  rigid 
social  views”  (John  Gregory  Dunne  in 
the  New  York  Review  of  Books,  24  Octo- 
ber 1991). 

In  1953.  the  LAPD  chief  supplied 
“crime  statistics"  to  bolster  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  crusade  against  public 
housing  as  evidence  of  “creeping  social- 
ism." Parker  ranted  that  public  hous- 
ing would  lead  to  “jungle  life.”  Under 
a T/mei-sponsored  mayor,  plans  were 
laid  and  carried  out  to  level  Bunker 
Hill,  where  poor  Mexican  Americans 
and  whites  crowded  together  in  ram- 
shackle rooming  houses,  and  use  the  site 
for  luxury  redevelopment.  Residents  of 
continued  on  page  9 


24  JULY  1992 


12 


I.  llVUUI 


WORKERS  VANGUARD . 

No.  557  7 August  1992 


Anger  Builds  Against  “Post-Apartheid”  Swindle 


Struggle  Sweeps  South  Africa 


AUGUST  4 — As  we  go  to  press.  South 
Africa’s  millions-strong  black  working 
class  has  hit  the  apartheid  rulers  and 
shut  down  the  country  with  a nation- 
wide two-day  general  strike.  A week 
of  mass  actions  is  to  follow,  including 
occupying  government  buildings  and  a 
march  on  Pretoria  tomorrow.  Called  by 
the  African  National  Congress  and  its 
labor  ally,  the  Congress  of  South 
African  Trade  Unions  (COSATU),  the 
campaign  sought  to  pressure  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  "power  sharing"  talks 
aimed  at  masking  white  supremacy 
under  neo-apartheid  rule.  But  the  ANC 
broke  off  negotiations  following  the 
June  17  massacre  in  Boipatong  town- 


ship near  Sharpeville  by  Inkatha  thugs 
abetted  by  the  apartheid  police  and 
army. 

The  weeklong  campaign  of  protest 
has  been  carefully  managed.  The  New 
York  Times  (4  August)  reported  that  the 
strike  “had  been  scaled  back  until  it 
became  more  of  a cathartic  ritual  aimed 
at  letting  off  steam  in  the  townships 
before  a resumption  of  talks.”  But  with 
anger  mounting  in  the  black  townships 
and  unions,  the  regime  is  braced  for  a 
season  of  turmoil  which  could  “get  out 
of  hand"  and  slip  the  ANC/COSATU 
leash.  Already,  more  than  20  people 
have  been  killed  since  Sunday. 

continued  on  page  10 
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One  Year  After  Yeltsin  Countercoup 


Soviet  Workers  Bleed 


AP  Spartacist 

“Tsar”  Boris  Yeltsin  being  blessed  by  Russian  Orthodox  patriarch  last  August.  "Free  market"  austerity  means  impoverishment  and  economic  devastation  for 
Soviet  working  people.  Many  are  driven  to  selling  off  their  personal  possessions  to  survive. 


It  is  now  twelve  months  since  the 
forces  of  counterrevolution  led  by  Boris 
Yeltsin  and  orchestrated  by  Washington 
gained  the  ascendancy  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  Taking  advantage  of  the  botched 
August  coup  attempt  by  the  Krem- 
lin “gang  of  eight,"  they  launched  a 
forced  draft  march  toward  capitalist  res- 
toration. Following  the  "shock  treat- 
ment" inaugurated  in  January,  the  econ- 
omy is  dramatically  collapsing.  Hunger 
and  homelessness  are  becoming  com- 
monplace. Inventories  of  meat  and  sau- 
sage pile  up  as  people  scavenge  through 
garbage  for  scraps  of  food.  The  birth  rate 
has  reached  its  lowest  point  since  the 
end  of  World  War  II,  a measure  of  the 


desperation  gripping  Soviet  society.  The 
overwhelming  mass  of  the  working  peo- 
ple are  being  driven  into  the  lower 
depths. 

The  juridical  dissolution  of  the  Union 
of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  last  De- 
cember exacerbated  nationalist  antago- 
nisms and  paved  the  way  to  recreating 
the  kind  of  squalid  fratricide  which  has 
destroyed  Yugoslavia.  Civil  war  rages 
in  the  Caucasus  between  Armenians 
and  Azerbaijanis,  in  Moldova  between 
ethnic  Romanians  and  the  Russian- 
speaking  minority.  In  Central  Asia 
Islamic  fundamentalists  are  surging  for- 
ward. In  the  Ukraine,  streets  are  being 
renamed  in  honor  of  notorious  pogrom- 
ists  like  the  White  Guardist  Petliura 
and  Nazi  collaborator  Stepan  Bandera. 
Meanwhile,  stridently  chauvinist  ele- 
ments within  and  outside  the  Yeltsin 
regime  seek  to  capitalize  on  the  turmoil 
at  the  fringes  of  the  Russian  republic  in 
order  to  cohere  a counterrevolutionary 


Russian  nationalist  armed  force  out  of 
the  still  multinational  Soviet  army. 

The  situation  facing  the  Soviet  work- 
ing people  grows  ever  more  calamitous. 
Food  prices  have  skyrocketed:  bread 
now  costs  20  times  more  and  other  prod- 
ucts as  much  as  100  times  more  than 
they  did  a year  ago.  Pensioners  and  oth- 
ers on  fixed  incomes  are  on  the  brink  of 
starvation.  The  only  thing  being  pro- 
duced in  any  quantity  is  increasingly 
worthless  rubles,  with  the  printing 
presses  literally  incapable  of  keeping 
pace.  Yeltsin  now  regularly  has  a plane 
stuffed  full  of  rubles  trailing  him  wher- 
ever he  travels  inside  the  Russian  repub- 
lic. to  dispense  to  workers  who  have  not 
been  paid  for  weeks  or  even  months. 

But  despite  the  horrendous  situation 
the  workers  have  been  plunged  into, 
aside  from  the  enormously  popular 
health  workers  walkout  last  spring,  var- 
ious strike  threats,  particularly  by  the 
strategic  oil  workers  and  usually  over 


non-payment  of  wages,  have  remained 
empty.  Notably,  the  CIA-connected  "in- 
dependent" miners  union,  which  was  so 
quick  to  strike  for  Yeltsin  in  1990-91. 
has  kept  the  coal  miners  from  mobilizing 
their  power  against  the  ravages  of  Yel- 
tsin’s “shock  treatment." 

Until  now  mass  unemployment  has 
not  hit.  But  already  factories  throughout 
the  country  are  forcing  workers  to  take 
long  unpaid  summer  "holidays":  in  the 
defense  industry  center  of  Ryazan,  all 
24  of  the  major  factories  have  either 
shut  their  gates  or  gone  on  three-day 
weeks  since  July  1.  Overall,  production 
dropped  15  percent  just  in  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year.  In  the  critical  military 
goods  sector,  sales  are  expected  to  plum- 
met by  up  to  85  percent  this  year. ' :adinc 
to  as  many  as  2.5  million  layoffs.  If  sub- 
sidies to  bankrupt  state  industries  are  cut 
off,  as  many  as  15  million  more  could 
be  unemployed  by  year’s  end.  raising  the 
continued  on  page  8 
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Free  Antiwar  GIs! 


To  counter  his  plummeting  standings 
in  the  polls.  Bush  is  again  rattling  his 
saber  against  Iraq,  threatening  a new 
round  of  air  strikes,  ordering  U.S.  mili- 
tary "exercises"  in  Kuwait.  His  “oppo- 
sition” Democratic  rivals  Clinton  and 
Gore,  both  of  whom  supported  last 
year’s  massacre  of  over  100.000  Iraqis, 
gave  the  Pentagon  a blank  check  in 
advance.  With  the  prospect  of  a new  U.S. 
provocation  in  the  Gulf  never  far  beyond 
the  horizon,  it  is  important  to  remember 
the  GIs  who  refused  to  take  part  in  last 
year’s  “Desert  Slaughter." 

On  June  18,  23-year-old  black  Marine 
reservist  Tahan  Jones  was  convicted  of 
"unauthorized  absence"  and  “missing 
troop  movements."  Jones  was  sentenced 
to  eight  months  in  the  brig,  given  a dis- 
honorable discharge  and  total  forfeiture 
of  pay.  As  an  outspoken  black  opponent 
of  the  war  who  appeared  at  many  antiwar 
rallies,  Jones  was  high  on  the  Pentagon 
brass'  hit  list. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Jones  wrote, 
"This  nation  can't  find  a dime  to  pay  for 
more  social  programs  to  improve  the 


lives  of  its  citizens,  but  can  mortgage 
the  lives  of  its  children  for  generations 
to  come  to  pay  for  death  and  destruction 
around  the  globe.  Even  when  I close  the 
door  to  my  room,  I can’t  escape  the  bru- 
tality of  this  government,  because  when 
I turn  on  the  television  I see  the  LAPD 
shamelessly  beating  down  a black  man. 
This  is  what  President  Bush  wants  me 
to  sacrifice  life,  limb  or  my  sanity  for." 

As  with  the  other  applicants  for  con- 
scientious objector  status,  the  Pentagon 
sat  on  his  application,  then  conveniently 
"lost”  his  CO  papers  and  charged  Jones 
with  desertion  in  time  of  war  for  refusing 
to  report  when  his  reserve  unit  was  acti- 
vated. Flouting  his  right  to  a “speedy 
trial,”  they  held  Jones  at  Camp  Lejeune 
for  13  months  before  convening  the  kan- 
garoo court. 

Last  October,  Marine  Paul  Cook  was 
sentenced  to  15  months  in  the  brig  at 
Camp  Lejeune  for  missing  a troop  move- 
ment and  desertion  while  in  Saudi  Ara- 
bia. Cook,  who  saw  firsthand  the  racist 
depravity  of  the  U.S.  war  machine  in  the 
1989  Panama  invasion,  applied  for  CO 


“Socialism  in  One  Country” 

Recipe  for  Disaster 

The  counterrevolutionary  tide  which  has 
inundated  East  Europe  and  is  ravaging 
the  Soviet  workers  signifies  not  the  "death 
of  Communism"  hut  the  collapse  of  Sta- 
linism. The  Bolsheviks,  led  by  Lenin  and 
Trotsky,  came  to  power  on  the  program  of 
world  socialist  revolution;  Stalin's  dogma 
of  “socialism  in  one  country"  was  the  antith- 
TROTSKY  esis  of  that  internationalist  program.  Six  LENIN 

decades  ago,  Trotsky  explained  that  in  the 
face  of  imperialist  encirclement  and  internal  economic  pressures  generated  by  the  petty 
bourgeoisie,  national  isolation  spelled  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  workers  state. 


In  the  light  of  the  present  world  situation,  the  theory  of  "socialism  in  one  country," 
this  gospel  of  the  bureaucracy,  stands  before  us  in  all  its  nationalistic  limitation  and 
its  braggard  falsity.  We  do  not  refer  here,  of  course,  to  the  purely  abstract  possibility 
or  impossibility  of  building  a socialist  society  within  this  or  another  geographic 
area — such  a theme  is  for  scholiasts;  rather  we  have  in  mind  the  vastly  more  immediate 
and  concrete,  living  and  historical,  not  metaphysical,  question:  is  it  possible  for  an 
isolated  Soviet  state  to  maintain  itself  for  an  indeterminate  period  of  time  in  an 
imperialist  environment,  within  the  constricting  circle  of  fascist  counterrevolutions? 
The  answer  of  Marxism  is  No.  The  answer  of  the  internal  condition  of  the  USSR  is 
No.  The  imperialist  pressure  from  without,  the  expenditure  of  forces  and  resources 
for  defense,  the  impossibility  of  establishing  correct  economic  ties — these  obstacles 
by  themselves  are  sufficiently  profound  and  grave;  but  vastly  more  important  than 
these  is  the  fact  that  the  defeats  of  the  world  revolution  are  inevitably  disintegrating 
the  living  bearer  of  the  Soviet  system,  the  proletariat,  compelling  it  to  place  its  neck 
obediently  under  the  yoke  of  the  national  bureaucracy,  which,  in  turn,  is  being  corroded 
by  all  the  vices  of  Bonapartism.  Outside  of  world  revolution  there  is  no  salvation! 


— Leon  Trotsky,  "Where  Is  the  Stalin  Bureaucracy  Leading  the  USSR?" 
(January  1935) 
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Tahan  Jones,  23-year-old  Marine 
reservist,  got  eight  months  in  the  brig 
for  opposing  Persian  Gulf  slaughter. 


status  the  following  year.  His  application 
denied  because  his  beliefs  were  "too 
political,"  Cook  refused  to  join  the  fight- 
ing in  the  Gulf.  The  military  made  him 
a sitting  duck  on  the  Kuwait/Saudi  bor- 
der— he  was  denied  use  of  protective 
chemical  gear,  and  outfitted  in  jungle 
green  fatigues  rather  than  the  desert 
uniforms  issued  to  all  other  military 
personnel. 

Bush  & Co.  remember  very  well  that 
over  1,700  GIs  who  opposed  the  Per- 
sian Gulf  massacre  applied  for  con- 
scientious objector  status,  and  hundreds 
of  them  deserted  as  the  Pentagon  sat 
on  their  applications.  The  conviction  of 
Tahan  Jones  marks  the  government's 
determination  to  squelch  future  protest 
as  it  prepares  the  next  military  adven- 
ture. In  a letter  of  protest  sent  July  10 
to  Secretary  of  Defense  Cheney  and 
Major  General  J.E.  Livingston,  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  said,  “U.S. 
rulers  are  attempting  to  terrorize  this 
country  into  unanimous  complicity  with 
their  program  of  increased  exploitation, 
misery,  political  repression,  race  terror 
and  war.  Their  imperialist  appetites 
threaten  the  working  people  of  the  entire 
world.  We  demand  immediate  and 
unconditional  freedom  for  Tahan  Jones!" 
Free  all  the  antiwar  GIs! 

* * * 

It  was  a familiar,  but  still  shocking, 
racist  outrage.  On  July  16  Shasta  Karuk 
Indian  Norma  Jean  Croy  was  once  again 
denied  parole  from  the  life  sentence  she 
received  in  1979  for  surviving  a massive 
cop  attack  on  her  family. 

Following  an  argument  with  a con- 
venience store  clerk  on  16  July  1978, 
Norma  Jean,  her  brother  Patrick  and 


three  relatives  fled  to  their  grand- 
mother's home  in  the  hills  above  Yreka, 
California.  Twenty-seven  cops  wielding 
semi-automatic  assault  rifles,  shotguns 
and  .357  magnum  pistols  besieged  the 
family,  firing  over  200  rounds  at  the 
Croys.  Norma  Jean  Croy  was  shot  in  the 
back.  The  bullet  still  lies  perilously  close 
to  her  spine  and  cannot  be  removed.  One 
drunken  cop  shot  Patrick  Croy  twice  in 
the  back.  Croy  fired  one  shot  in  return, 
and  his  would-be  assassin  fell  dead. 

Shackled  with  a court-appointed  attor- 
ney who  told  them  he  made  a career 
of  prosecuting  Indians.  Norma  Jean  got 
a life  sentence  and  Patrick  was  sen- 
tenced to  death.  The  California  Supreme 
Court  overturned  the  death  sentence,  and 
in  a well-publicized  retrial  in  1990  a 
San  Francisco  jury  acquitted  Patrick  on 
grounds  of  self-defense.  Following  Pat- 
rick’s acquittal.  Judge  Edward  Stern 
announced: 

"I  think  that  when  Norma  Jean  Croy 
comes  up  for  a parole  hearing  again, 
that  ihe  parole  board  should  take  into 
consideration  that  fact  that  this  court  at 
least  believes  that  had  Norma  Jean  Croy 
been  tried  in  the  case  I heard.  Norma 
Jean  Croy  would  have  been  found  not 
guilty....  I want  the  record  to  be  clear 
that  this  is  my  judgment,  my  opinion, 
having  heard  the  evidence  in  this  case." 

But  what  does  innocence  mean  to  the 
Parole  Board?  After  a three-hour  hear- 
ing, Norma  Jean  Croy  was  denied  parole 
for  the  fifth  time.  Her  attorney.  James 
Thomson,  summed  up  the  farce.  “It  was 
the  most  unfair  proceeding  I’ve  ever  par- 
ticipated in.  The  panel  refused  to  listen 
to  evidence  of  her  innocence,  which  was 
established  in  Patrick  Cray’s  trial." 

On  July  10  the  PDC  wrote  the  Cali- 
fornia Board  of  Prison  Terms  stating, 
“There  is  nothing  this  state  can  do  to 
rectify  the  centuries  of  murderous  terror 
that  nearly  wiped  out  the  American 
Indian  population,  nor  to  rectify  the 
injustice  done  to  the  Croy  family.  But  it 
can,  and  must,  release  Norma  Jean  Cray. 
We  demand  you  do  so  immediately." 

For  more  information  contact  the 
Norma  Jean  Cray  Defense  Committee. 
473  Jackson  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94111.  Telephone:  (415)  986-5591. 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  continue 
to  support  and  build  the  PDC.  Become 
a monthly  sustaining  contributor.  Send 
a donation  of  $5  or  more  and  receive  a 
subscription  to  Class-Struggle  Defense 
Notes.  For  a single  copy  send  $1  to: 
Partisan  Defense  Committee.  P.O.  Box 
99,  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York.  New 
York  10013.  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Editorial  Note 


Ex-CP  “Committees  of  Correspondence” 

Conference  of  the  Living  Dead 


When  we  last  tuned  in,  the  ’'dissident" 
faction  of  the  Communist  Party  USA 
had  run  into  a Stalinist  brick  wall  at 
Gus  Hall’s  Cleveland  convention  last 
December,  so  they  started  divorce  pro- 
ceedings by  forming  the  "Committees 
of  Correspondence"  (see  "CPUSA  Shat- 
ters,” WV  No.  543,  24  January).  They 
couldn’t  claim  irreconcilable  differences 
— after  all,  Hall  & Co.  were  just  as  eager 
to  be  on  the  Democratic  bandwagon  as 
the  so-called  oppositionists.  But  with  the 
collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,  a layer  in 
the  party  felt  an  albatross  was  removed 
from  their  reformist  necks.  Particu- 
larly with  most  of  the  CP’s  prominent 
black  spokesmen  in  this  right-wing  split, 
they  saw  a career  move  in  dropping 
the  “Marxist-Leninist"  label  in  order  to 
make  time  on  the  fringes  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  (Whether  they  get  anywhere 
with  this  is  another  matter.) 

The  divorce  quickly  became  ugly:  the 
oppositionists  took  the  CPUSA  to  the 
Reagan/Bush  National  Labor  Relations 


violence";  a feminist  NDPer  (who  was 
really  from  Brooklyn)  saying  how  she 
doesn’t  want  to  hear  from  white  men 
who  have  a “line.”  etc.  All  this 
interspersed  with  musicians  to  keep  the 
crowd  entertained  and  ensure  there  was 
no  opportunity  to  speak  from  the  floor. 

The  crowd  numbered  about  1,000 
(mainly  ex-CPers  and  their  families), 
including  such  "luminaries”  as  New 
York  State  Democratic  Assemblyman 
Roger  Greene.  On  Saturday  the  ex- 
CPers  showed  up  in  their  new  garb. 
There  was  Kendra  Alexander,  who 
now  describes  herself  as  "legislative 
aide  to  Maudelle  Shirek”  of  the  Berkeley 
City  Council.  Charlene  Mitchell  did 
mention  the  Soviet  Union,  which  she 
said  had  provided  "balance”  in  the  world 
against  imperialism,  but  now  “it  is  up 
to  us  to  rein  in  our  own  crazies." 
The  socialist  “experiment”  in  Eastern 
Europe  “ultimately  failed,"  she  averred, 
but  capitalism  still  is  decadent.  Mitchell 
wants  people  to  “exercise  the  franchise” 


Board  and  sued  for  violation  of  contract 
and  unfair  labor  practices  (on  the 
grounds  that  Newspaper  Guild  members 
at  the  People's  Weekly  World  were  locked 
out  of  the  party  paper’s  offices  in  New 
York)!  Meanwhile,  Hall  forces  com- 
plained that  ex-PWW  editor  Barry  Cohen 
had  locked  them  out  of  the  newspaper’s 
computer  software  and  threatened  to 
have  dissidents  arrested  for  the  removal 
of  150  computer  disks  (since  returned). 
In  San  Francisco  the  two  sides  are  suing 
for  control  of  the  party  bookstore  and 
meeting  hall  in  the  Mission  District. 
Meanwhile,  the  Committees  of  Corres- 
pondence (CoC)  held  their  first  national 
conference  in  Berkeley,  July  17-19,  in 
the  wake  of  the  Democratic  convention. 

The  confab  was  billed  as  "Per- 
spectives for  Democracy  and  Socialism 
in  the  ’90s"  and  listed  the  usual  “pro- 
gressive” suspects,  with  perhaps  more 
prominence  given  to  their  friends  in 
the  anti-communist  Democratic  (Party) 
Socialists  of  America.  The  first  para- 
graph of  the  conference  call  gave  the 
game  away  by  talking  of  trying  to  “influ- 
ence the  course  of  the  1992  elections" 
(read  “elect  Clinlon/Gore").  But  of 
course  they  coated  this  pill  with  “pro- 
gressive” flavoring  before  swallowing. 

So  the  opening  big  event.  Friday  eve- 
ning's "international  solidarity”  meet- 
ing, looked  exactly  like  the  old  CP 
pop-front  rallies,  except  that  the  Soviet 
Union  is  now  passe.  Former  Berkeley 
mayor  Gus  Newport  was  emcee  and 
introduced  a string  of  international  reps: 
a Vietnamese  Stalinist  who  talked  about 
"renovation"  in  the  Vietnamese  CP  while 
quoting  from  Ho  Chi  Minh;  an  FMLN 
speaker,  boasting  about  their  plans  to 
"enter  the  government”  of  El  Salvador 
in  1994;  someone  from  the  ANC/SACP, 
pleading  with  De  Klerk  to  "stop  the 


Former  editors 
Carl  Bloice  and 
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locked  out  of 
People’s  Weekly 
World  office 
last  December, 
took  CPUSA  to 
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to  vote  and  "maximize  the  possibilities 
in  1992."  there  being  "no  other  route 
except  through  the  struggle  for  democ- 
racy” (got  it?). 

Then  came  Manning  Marable,  black 
scholar  and  political  columnist,  who 
gave  the  most  sophisticated  and  left- 
sounding speech  for  the  pop  front.  He 
spoke  of  the  “collapse  of  consensus  in 
the  two-party  system"  and  a "vacuum  in 
progressive  politics.”  DSAer  Marable 
proposes  to  “build  independent  politics" 
while  simultaneously  "utilizing  the  pres- 
ent politics  as  it  exists  to  empower  work- 
ing people.”  He  praised  Jesse  Jackson, 
of  course,  and  criticized  Clinton/Gore 
for  wanting  to  go  after  the  white  middle 
class  while  disavowing  the  “traditional” 
links  to  labor,  blacks,  etc.,  the  “real 
America”  which,  says  he,  the  Dems  can 
only  ignore  at  their  “peril.”  Marable  has 
some  pet  proposals  to  breathe  new  life 
into  the  Democrats,  such  as  having 
“progressive”  parties  run  someone  like 
Ron  Dellums  on  their  tickets — so  that 
these  “left"  outfits  could  do  the  donkey 
work  for  the  black  Democrats. 

That  afternoon  in  the  workshop  on 
women,  Angela  Davis  rambled  on  about 
nothing  in  particular  as  per  usual,  fol- 
lowed by  three  or  four  other  assigned 
speakers.  When  "discussion”  finally 
started,  a Spartacist  comrade  called  for 
“free  abortion  on  demand,”  and  noted 
the  tremendous  gains  in  the  early  years 
of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  led  by 
Lenin  and  Trotsky.  Later,  another  Spar- 
tacist League  speaker  asked  “what 
destroyed  the  Communist  Party?"  noting 
that  some  “old  ideas"  deserve  to  die, 
namely  the  subordination  of  everything 
to  getting  a Democrat  in  the  White 
House,  but  other  "old  ideas"  remain  true, 
namely  the  class  struggle  and  the  need 
for  a revolutionary  party. 


Saturday  evening  offered  a vision  of 
"1992  and  Beyond:  The  Role  of  the  Left” 
in  which  Carl  Bloice.  former  editor  of 
People's  World,  said  he  would  hold  his 
nose  and  vote  for  "slick  Willie"  and  the 
Democrats,  again,  but  held  out  a hint  of 
breaking  away  for  a left-wing  party  in 
the  sweet  by-and-by.  Leslie  Cagan  of  the 
"Cuba  Information  Project"  launched  an 
anti-communist  diatribe  against  a myth- 
ical someone  from  a "Marxist  Leninist 
Vanguard  Workers  and  Peasants  Party" 
who  "has  the  answers"  and  thus  strangles 
“creativity."  Ying  Lee  Kelly,  one  of  Ron 
Dellums'  aides,  proudly  described  her- 
self as  a "Democratic  Party  hack.”  which 
got  some  applause. 

In  the  discussion  period,  a comrade 
from  the  SL  drew  the  lessons  of  the 
recent  Los  Angeles  upheaval,  that  what 
is  lacking  is  a revolutionary  working- 
class  leadership  to  fight  for  power. 
She  noted  that  while  we  called  for  the 
powerful  longshoremen’s  union  to  shut 
down  the  L.A.  port,  some  ILWU  union 
officials  who  endorsed  this  conference 
did  nothing  but  call  on  the  capitalist  pol- 
iticians. Another  comrade  noted  that  the 
“Democratic  Party  is  the  party  of  chattel 
slavery,  of  racism,  of  war,  of  the  intern- 
ment of  Japanese  Americans  in  this 
country,  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.”  So 
chastened  are  the  Stalinists  that  they 
couldn’t  even  scream  about  “Trotskyite 
splitters  and  wreckers." 

The  Sunday  morning  plenary  was 
devoted  to  the  CoC’s  statement  of  prin- 
ciples. One  of  the  authors,  Barry  Cohen, 
prefaced  the  discussion  by  suggest- 
ing that  Marx  had  supposedly  shelved 
and  never  published  his  devastating 
"Critique  of  the  Gotha  Programme”  in 
the  interests  of  “unity.”  implying  that  the 
audience  should  follow  this  alleged 
example!  And  here  we  thought  all  this 
time  that  the  importance  of  Marx's 
seminal  work  on  the  state  was  that  it 
explained  the  need  for  "the  revolutionary 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,"  inspiring 
Lenin’s  The  Stale  and  Revolution  and 
the  October  Revolution.  But  for  these 
reformist  retirees,  the  great  thing  about 
Marx’s  critique  was  that  it  wasn’t  pub- 
lished for  15  years! 

Perhaps  the  most  forthright  statement 
from  the  assembled  would-be  social 
Democrats  came  from  William  Mandel, 
who  described  himself  as  on  the 
"extreme  right  wing,"  and  opposed  any 
reference  to  “socialism.”  All  attempts 
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DSA  vice  chairman  Manning  Marable. 

to  repaint  the  sub-reformist  document 
in  more  "left”  colors  failed.  One  fellow 
tried  to  alter  the  call  for  universal  dis- 
armament to  make  it  read  for  " capitalist 
disarmament.”  in  order  to  defend  the 
“workers  states."  That  was  handily 
defeated.  Another  made  an  amendment 
to  oppose  "Pentagon/CIA  attacks  abroad, 
overt... and  covert,"  but  that  too  was 
voted  down.  The  labor  reformists  of 
Labor  Militant  offered  a motion  for  a 
labor  party.  But  this  Democratic  donkey 
would  not  be  pinned  with  a labor  party 
tail,  and  the  motion  lost  by  about  1.090 
to  2., 

Finally  the  chair  urged  people  not  to 
"linker”  so  much  and  just  stick  to  ques- 
tions of  principle.  This  was  a perfect 
preface  to  our  comrade’s  presentation, 
which  went  roughly  as  follows: 

"Regarding  principles:  the  main  thread 
of  this  document  is  in  the  sentence.  'We 
view  socialism  as  the  struggle  for  democ- 
racy carried  to  its  logical  conclusion." 
And  later  it  says,  'Marxism  arose,  his- 
torically. from  revolutionary  movements 
for  democracy."  Actually  that's  only 
partly  true:  Marx  broke  from  the  bour- 
geois democrats  as  a result  of  their 
betrayal  of  the  1848  revolutions,  and 
after  that  he  called  for  independent 
organizations  of  the  working  class. 

“In  the  20th  century  one  of  the  leading 
proponents  of  the  'socialism  is  consistent 
democracy'  theme  was  a guy  named  Karl 
Kaulsky.  and  as  you  should  know.  Lenin 
launched  a lot  of  attacks  on  him.  Lenin's 
point,  drawing  on  the  lesson  of  the  1917 
Russian  Revolution,  was  that  the  work- 
ing class  had  achieved  higher  forms  of 
government,  the  workers  soviets,  which 
threw  off  bourgeois  democracy. 

“What  Los  Angeles  shows  is  that  this 
system  will  not  be  fundamentally 
changed  through  elections.  If  you  want 
to  break  with  Marx  and  Lenin,  that  is 
your  right.  But  we — the  Spartacist 
League — stand  with  Lenin.”  ■ 
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Anti-Racist  Protesters  Face 
Vicious  Jail  Terms 

California  1 


Chinn/SF  Examiner 


Cops  in  San  Francisco  seize  protester  as  verdict  in  Rodney  King  case  provokes 
nationwide  explosions  of  mass  anger. 


SAN  FRANCISCO— The  L.A.  upheaval 
last  May  shook  the  racist  rulers  of  this 
country,  and  they  are  determined  to 
avenge  themselves  on  the  oppressed. 
Police,  prosecutors  and  courts  are  vin- 
dictively punishing  those  they  seized 
when  the  multiracial  poor  and  exploited 
of  Los  Angeles  exploded  in  anger  after 
a white  jury  freed  the  cops  who  beat 
Rodney  King  almost  to  death.  Nearly 
13,000  mainly  Hispanic  and  black  youth 
were  arrested  in  L.A.  According  to  a de- 
tailed 23  June  ACLU  report  cataloguing 
the  wholesale  repression,  the  District 
Attorney  filed  felony  charges  against 
some  2,400 — mostly  for  second-degree 
commercial  burglary,  i.e.  “looting."  One 
of  these,  a 50-year-old  black  man,  was 
picked  up  for  having  a pack  of  cigarettes 
and  a soda  in  an  already  looted  building 
and  now  faces  up  to  three  years  in  state 
prison.  His  case  is  typical. 

The  police-state  operations  were  so 
indiscriminate  and  massive  that  the  cops 
can’t  even  keep  track  of  who  they  busted, 
mainly  for  the  “crime"  of  being  poor  and 
on  the  street  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios. 
Over  a quarter  of  the  cases  were  thrown 
out  for  lack  of  any  proof  (San  Francisco 
Chronicle , 2 June).  “The  police  literally 
placed  barriers  around  a commercial  area 
and  rounded  up  everyone  there,"  says 
the  ACLU  report.  Crammed  into  already 
overcrowded  jails  or  forced  to  sleep  on 
the  ground  in  outside  holding  pens, 
thousands  faced  typical  bail  of  $8,000 
for  trivial  "offenses."  One  man  got 


$50,000  bail  and  a felony  charge  for 
allegedly  taking  sunflower  seeds  from 
a convenience  store.  Homeless  people 
were  jailed  for  “curfew  violation"  and 
their  possessions  destroyed.  Others  were 
hauled  away  for  standing  on  their  own 
front  lawn  or  driving  home  after  work. 
Migra  SWAT  teams  swept  the  streets  for 
anyone  Hispanic-looking.  Cops  handed 
over  1,500  to  the  INS  for  deportation, 
including  pregnant  women  grabbed  off 
the  street.  Many  pled  guilty,  told  by 
judges  or  public  defenders  that  if  they 
didn’t,  they’d  stay  in  jail  for  a month  or 
more,  losing  their  jobs  and  facing  star- 
vation for  their  families. 

In  San  Francisco,  nearly  2,000  were 
arrested  in  wholesale  police  sweeps. 
Only  10-20  percent  of  protesters  were 


black  and  looting  was  minimal,  yet 
under  a racist  “state  of  emergency" 
eagerly  declared  by  Mayor  (and  former 
police  chief)  Frank  Jordan,  the  cops 
and  District  Attorney  Arlo  Smith  tar- 
geted black  youth.  Of  the  105  hit  with 
felony  charges,  more  than  80  percent 
are  black.  The  D.A.  bypassed  normal 
arraignment  hearings  and  got  indictments 
from  a grand  jury  in  star  chamber-style 
secret  “hearings."  Defense  attorneys 
were  stunned  when  nine  defendants 
— all  black — returning  to  court  on  May 
1 1 after  having  been  released  on  their 
own  recognizance  were  rearrested  on 
the  trumped-up  “felonies”  and  hauled  off 
to  jail. 

The  majority  of  the  “S.F.  105"  are 
First  offenders,  many  accused  of  petty 


Howard  Chilton 
Remembered 


Atlanta,  Georgia 

Dear  Comrades, 

Howard  Chilton.  45.  died  of  a heart 
attack  at  his  home  in  New  Orleans  on 
June  10.  He  was  an  ardent,  longtime 
sympathizer  of  the  Spartacist  League. 
Howard  joined  the  SL  briefly,  as  part  of 
the  1977  fusion  with  the  Red  Flag  Union, 
the  radical  gay  group  which  found  its 
way  from  the  prevalent  sectoralism  of 
the  gay  milieu  to  proletarian  politics.  The 
fusion  affirmed  the  centrality  of  the  Trot- 
skyist analysis  of  the  Russian  question 
at  the  height  of  Democratic  president 
Jimmy  Carter’s  anti-Soviet  war  drive. 
And  while  Howard  was  only  briefly  a 
member  in  the  Chicago  SL  local,  these 
were  the  two  programmatic  themes  of 
his  political  life. 

Born  and  raised  in  Memphis,  Tennes- 
see, Howard’s  fight  for  civil  rights  and 
against  the  Vietnam  War  were  shaped 
and  supported  by  his  father,  Howard  Sid- 
ney. Sidney  was  an  early  active  member 
of  thv.  ACLU  in  Memphis,  which  was 
not  e.  sy  in  the  Deep  South.  At  Memphis 
State  in  the  mid-1960s,  Howard  was 
active  in  SDS. 

When  the  black  sanitation  workers 
went  on  strike,  Howard  was  one  of  two 
whites  to  participate  in  their  march  and 
rally,  and  his  name  appeared  in  the  news- 
paper. Late  at  night  came  the  inevitable, 
ominous  phone  call.  As  Howard’s  father 
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recalled,  proudly  describing  his  son’s 
actions,  the  would-be  terrorists  wanted 
"the  other  Chilton." 

From  anti-gay  bigotry  to  racism,  How- 
ard had  no  tolerance  for  intolerance.  As 
a student  of  philosophy  he  came  to  see 
Marxism  as  the  vehicle  for  the  liberation 
of  humanity.  Such  were  the  components 
of  his  trajectory  from  the  Red  Flag  Union 
to  the  Spartacist  League. 

Years  after  he  left  the  SL,  Howard  was 
delighted  to  renew  his  link  to  the  party. 
He  became  our  eyes  and  ears  in  New 
Orleans.  A writer  and  a loner,  in  his 
own  words  a "bohemian,”  Howard  none- 
theless installed  a phone  and  answering 
machine  so  he  could  work  with  us. 
Though  Howard  worked  hard  as  a waiter 
in  the  french  Quarter  and  lived  modestly, 
he  was  a regular  and  generous  finan- 
cial contributor  to  the  party  and  was 
especially  inspired  by  our  fight  against 
capitalist  counterrevolution  in  East  Ger- 
many and  the  Soviet  Union. 

When  some  class  struggle  broke  out 
in  New  Orleans  with  a militant  teachers 
strike  in  1990.  Howard  was  reporter, 
photographer  and  WV  salesman.  He  re- 
ported on  demonstrations  against  fascist 
David  Duke  during  his  KKK  “election 
campaign"  for  governor  in  1991.  When 
comrades  came  down  to  New  Orleans 
for  a conference  of  death  penalty  aboli- 
tionists in  the  spring  of  1 99 1 . and  during 
numerous  sub  drives.  Howard  was  a 
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willing  host  and  participant. 

In  July  1990,  Howard  wrote  to  us  in 
Atlanta  to  thank  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  for  its  fight  against  legal 
lynching  in  the  death  belt,  commending 
those  with  the  “courage  and  good  sense 
to  muster  the  forces  of  labor  (black  and 
white)  to  liberate  the  class-war  prisoners, 
to  save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal."  Howard  was 
the  public  face  of  that  work  in  New 
Orleans.  His  last  assignment  was  to  dis- 
tribute with  his  usual  enthusiasm  the  WV 
supplement  on  the  protests  against  the 
racist  verdict  in  the  case  of  the  cops  who 
beat  Rodney  King. 

When  comrades  passed  through  New 
Orleans  on  vacation,  he  indulged  a 
shared  penchant  for  fine  food  and  wine, 
and  reveled  in  showing  friends  where 


theft — a couple  of  T-shirts,  a pair  of 
jeans.  As  in  L.A.,  those  convicted  face 
16  months  to  three  years  in  state  prison 
hellholes.  According  to  a spokesman  for 
the  No  Justice  No  Peace  defense  com- 
mittee, some  have  already  been  black- 
mailed into  pleading  guilty  in  exchange 
for  18  months  felony  probation  and  30 
days  community  service. 

The  usually  tame  S.F.  public  defend- 
er's office  denounced  the  prosecutor 
for  blatant  racism  in  singling  out  blacks 
for  harsh  punishment  while  drop- 
ping charges  against  most  white  protest- 
ers arrested.  On  July  9,  even  the  city 
Human  Rights  Commission  asked  for 
the  charges  to  be  dropped.  But  Superior 
Court  judge  Lenard  Louie  ruled  the 
D.A.  “did  not  single  out  any  ethnic 
group"!  "It’s  what  the  Romans  used  to 
do  when  the  generals  would  pull  a 
soldier  from  the  ranks  and  shoot  him 
to  set  an  example."  remarked  deputy 
public  defender  Grace  Suarez.  "The  DA 
is  doing  the  same  thing  by  taking  a 
poor  kid  who  took  a pair  of  shoes  and 
sending  him  to  state  prison"  (S.F.  Weeklx. 
1 July). 

The  state  openly  proclaims  the  polit- 
ical nature  of  this  racist  persecution 
Unlike  "garden  variety"  theft,  this  was 
“mob  looting” — i.e.,  part  of  an  angry 
protest  against  brutal  racist  repression — 
and  that  “raises  it  to  another  level." 
ranted  Assistant  D.A.  Harry  Dorfman. 
"You  don't  know  that  this  kind  of  civil 
disturbance  might  not  happen  again 
some  day  soon.”  On  this  basis,  the  racist, 
union-busting  authorities  can  parlay  any 
kind  of  spurious,  petty  charge  against 
demonstrators  or  striking  workers  into 
long  jail  terms.  Anti-racist  students, 
blacks.  Hispanics*  workers,  all  have  a 
vital  stake  in  preventing  this  outrageous, 
racist  injustice.  And  the  labor  movement 
has  the  social  power  to  stop  it.  Those 
still  languishing  in  jail  as  a result  of 
May’s  "civil  disturbance"  must  be  freed 
now!  Drop  the  charges  against  the  vic- 
tims of  police  repression!  m 
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the  best  and  cheapest  shrimp  po-boy 
could  be  found.  (In  fact,  while  in 
Chicago.  Howard  parlayed  his  expert 
knowledge  of  wines  into  a mid-level 
management  position  at  an  import  com- 
pany. but  resigned  because  he  could  not 
abide  being  a boss.)  He  had  few  friends 
(he  was  closest  to  his  brother  Alex,  a 
musician  and  songwriter),  but  would 
occasionally  meet  with  coworkers  after 
work  for  drinks  and  they  would  talk 
about  how  the  French  Quarter  needed  to 
be  unionized.  Howard  was  exacting  and 
occasionally  overbearing,  but  in  this  he 
was  motivated  to  get  things  right. 

Last  summer  Howard  wrote  of  his 
“enormously  rewarding”  visit  to  New 
York  where  he  "did  some  PDC  work, 
went  on  a sale,  spent  a wonderful  after- 
noon at  the  PRL  (Prometheus  Research 
Library],  saw  many  old  friends.”  He 
came  back  to  New  Orleans’  used-book 
stores  with  a zeal  to  find  some  volumes 
the  PRL  was  looking  for.  Howard  was 
broad-gauged  and  a voracious  reader.  He 
had  a special  interest  in  the  Ameri- 
can Civil  War,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  writing  a play  on  Jay  Love- 
stone,  the  right-wing  CP  leader  who  went 
on  to  become  a government  "labor” 
operative. 

That  we  have  been  robbed  of  this  com- 
passionate man  so  suddenly  is  a sad 
shock.  To  Howard’s  family,  especially 
his  brother  Alex,  sister  Cecelia,  Jack 
Chilton  and  Annelle  Moody,  we  offer 
heartfelt  condolences.  The  party  has 
suffered  the  loss  of  an  intellectually 
stimulating  and  precious  sympathizer  in 
a regional  outpost  in  the  Deep  South. 
As  we  go  forward,  we  will  remember 
Howard  with  abiding  affection. 

Atlanta  Spartacist  League 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Fourth  Reich  lails  Ex-DDR  Chief 

Free  Erich  Honecker! 


BERLIN — Having  hounded  him  ever 
since  they  devoured  East  Germany  two 
years  ago.  the  rulers  of  German  imperi- 
alism have  finally  gotten  Erich  Honecker 
in  their  claws.  The  former  leader  of  the 
former  German  Democratic  Republic 
(DDR)  was  kidnapped  from  the  Chilean 
embassy  in  Moscow,  where  he  had  taken 
refuge  since  last  December.  Honecker 
left  the  embassy  defiantly  giving  the 
Communist  clenched-fist  salute.  He  was 
flown  to  Berlin  where  special  police 
squads  had  been  on  24-hour  alert  waiting 
for  him.  On  orders  from  the  Social  Dem- 
ocrats’ top  witchhunter  Jutta  Limbach. 
SPD  “justice”  minister  of  the  Berlin  state 
government,  they  locked  him  up  in  the 


Berlin-Moabit  prison.  In  1935,  Hitler’s 
Gestapo  threw  him  into  the  same  prison, 
where  the  Communist  anti-fascist  resis- 
tance fighter  spent  a year  and  a half 
before  being  convicted  of  treason  and 
sent  to  a concentration  camp,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  freed  by  Soviet 
troops  in  1945. 

Erich  Honecker  has  now  been  a pris- 
oner of  both  the  Third  and  the  Fourth 
Reichs.  He  will  be  put  on  show  trial  by 
the  state  which  formally  proclaims  itself 
the  legal  successor  to  the  Hitler  regime, 
under  a judicial  system  that  was  taken 


over  intact  with  its  Nazi  judges  and 
torture  chambers.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
Berlin,  our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist 
Workers  Party  (SpAD)  protested  and  dis- 
tributed a press  release  at  Berlin’s  Tegel 
Airport,  demanding  "Freedom  for  Erich 
Honecker!”  They  also  protested  before 
the  gates  of  the  Moabit  prison,  where 
they  were  joined  by  a group  of  immi- 
grant and  German  youth  who  unfurled  a 
huge  Soviet  flag.  Because  Honecker’s 
capture  is  the  high  point  of  the  most  mas- 
sive witchhunt  since  the  Third  Reich,  the 
SpAD  protests  were  widely  noted  in  the 
European  and  German  press. 

The  prosecution  of  Honecker  is  part 
of  the  campaign  of  vengeance  following 


capitalist  reunification  which  is  directed 
against  everything  recalling  the  former 
East  German  deformed  workers  state. 
Jailed  with  him  in  Moabit  prison  is 
former  DDR  state  security  minister 
Erich  Mielke,  who  is  on  trial  in  Moabit 
on  the  basis  of  charges  brought  against 
him  as  a young  Communist  by  the 
Nazis  through  "evidence"  extracted  by 
Gestapo  torture!  Former  DDR  border 
guards  are  being  persecuted  for  serving 
on  the  front  line  in  defending  the 
DDR  and  the  Soviet  bloc  against  NATO 
imperialism.  Likewise,  the  renowned 


(and  highly  successful)  DDR  spymaster 
Markus  Wolf  is  being  prosecuted  for 
defending  the  DDR  against  the  CIA  Mur- 
der Inc.  and  its  cronies  in  the  German 
BND  (founded  by  the  Nazi  Gehlen, 
who  brought  his  anti-Soviet  intelligence 
network  from  the  Wehrmacht  to  the 
Americans). 

Meanwhile,  in  SPD-ruled  Hamburg, 
the  heroic  anti-fascist  Gerhard  Bogelein, 
who  joined  the  Red  Army  to  fight  the 
Nazis  in  Lithuania,  was  recently  sen- 
tenced to  life  imprisonment  in  Ham- 
burg because  he  is  said  to  have  brought 
to  justice  a notorious  Nazi  judge/ 
executioner. 

In  deporting  Honecker  the  counter- 
revolutionary Russian  regime  of  Boris 
Yeltsin  made  a blood  sacrifice  to  the  Ger- 
man bourgeoisie,  which  along  with  the 
American.  British  and  Japanese  imperi- 
alists is  competing  to  finish  off  the  gains 
of  the  October  Revolution  and  exploit 
and  pillage  the  working  people  of  East- 
ern Europe  and  the  former  USSR.  As  the 
Fourth  Reich  of  German  imperialism 
renews  the  Drang  nach  Osten  ("Drive 
to  the  East")  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Reichs.  this  time  with  D-marks  instead 
of  Panzers,  and  throws  millions  of  East 
Germans  out  of  work,  it  is  carrying  out 
a witchhunt  at  home  seeking  revenge  for 
the  victory  of  the  Red  Army  over  Nazi 
Germany. 

The  upcoming  show  trial  of  Erich 
Honecker  is  being  compared  to  the 
Nuremberg  Trial  of  the  surviving  Nazi 
leaders  responsible  for  the  murder  of 
6 million  Jews  and  millions  of  Commu- 
nists. Slavs.  Gypsies  throughout  Europe 
and  the  deaths  of  over  20  million  Soviet 
citizens!  The  bourgeoisie  of  Auschwitz 
seeks  to  wipe  off  the  guilt  for  genocide 
by  putting  the  former  head  of  the  DDR 
on  trial  on  charges  of  issuing  an  order 
which  led  to  187  people  being  shot  to 
death  on  its  borders... over  a space  of 
28  years. 

The  pretext  for  Honecker’s  seizure, 
along  with  that  of  other  leaders  of 
the  DDR  like  former  defense  minister 
Heinz  Kessler,  who  fought  with  the  Red 
Army  against  the  Wehrmacht.  and  for- 
mer prime  minister  Willi  Stoph,  and 
for  bringing  additional  charges  against 
Mielke.  is  an  alleged  order  to  shoot  bor- 
der violators  fleeing  the  DDR  issued  by 
the  National  Defense  Council  in  1974. 
But  as  even  the  liberal  Die  Zeit  (31  July) 
admitted,  the  German  authorities  haven’t 
been  able  to  come  up  with  any  such 


Der  Spiegel 

Erich  Honecker  defiant  as  he  is  kid- 
napped from  Chilean  embassy  in 
Moscow. 

shoot-to-kill  order:  "in  the  official  min- 
utes, signed  by  Honecker,  which  only 
became  law  with  his  signature,  there  is 
nothing  about  that."  Moreover,  "the 
DDR  had  a border  law  that  regulated 
the  use  of  arms  in  a way  little  differ- 
ent from  other  states."  Die  Zeit's  pub- 
lisher, former  SPD  chancellor  Helmut 
Schmidt,  ought  to  know:  the  trigger- 
happy  Crenzschutz  ("border  police")  r.* 
not  known  for  their  tender  mercies. 

In  contrast  to  West  Germany,  the  DDR 
granted  asylum  to  hundreds  of  South 
Africans  and  Namibians  and  to  sev- 
eral thousand  Chilean  refugees  fleeing 
Pinochet's  1973  putsch.  (One  of  those 
was  Clodomiro  Almeyda.  until  recently 
Chile’s  ambassador  to  Moscow,  with 
whom  Honecker  found  refuge  for  the 
last  seven  months  despite  the  enor- 
mous pressure  of  German  imperialism 
and  the  reactionary  establishment  in 
Chile  where  Pinochet  is  still  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army.)  Compare  that  to 
the  "democratic"  United  States  with  its 
ntigra  raids  in  L.A.  barrios,  its  Coast 
Guard  "deportations"  of  Haitian  refu- 
gees captured  in  international  waters 
(and  its  support  to  Pinochet  while 
banning  Chilean  refugees).  Or  to  the 
new  SPD-backed  German  refugee  law 
providing  for  concentration  camps  and 
"speedy”  deportations. 

Let  us  be  clear:  the  Berlin  Wall  was 
built  at  the  height  of  the  Cold  War, 
during  a capitalist  campaign,  heavily 
orchestrated  by  the  CIA,  to  disrupt 
the  weaker  East  German  economy  by 
bleeding  it  of  skilled  labor.  The  Wall 
continued  on  page  6 
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Berlin,  September  1991— Spartakist  Workers  Party  demands:  "Hands  Off 
Border  Guards  and  Honecker!  Stop  the  Anti-Communist  Witchhunt!" 
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Gotti,  RICO  and  You 


So  the  feds  finally  got  John  Gotti, 
the  reputed  head  of  the  Gambino  “crime 
family."  The  “Teflon  Don”  had  eluded 
them  in  three  previous  trials.  On  June 
23  Gotti  and  his  codefendant  Frank 
Locascio  were  sentenced  to  life — or 
more  accurately,  death — in  prison,  with 
no  parole.  Gotti  is  now  in  the  Mar- 
ion, Illinois  maximum  security  prison, 
a modern-day  psychological  torture 
chamber. 

Who  are  the  arrogant  mass  murderers 
running  this  country  to  convict  anybody? 
If  John  Gotti  were  running  with  Noriega 
in  this  year’s  elections,  they'd  be  the 
lesser  evil.  Gotti’s  probably  not  nature’s 
nobleman,  but  neither  is  the  Arkansas 
executioner  Bill  Clinton  nor  George 
Bush,  who  regularly  bombs  small  coun- 
tries to  rubble.  How  many  B-52s,  not  to 
mention  nukes,  does  a plumbing  sales- 
man from  Ozone  Park  have? 

In  opposing  the  sentencing,  some 
1,000  Gotti  loyalists  demonstrated  out- 
side the  Federal  courthouse.  One  of  the 
feds’  cars  was  overturned,  several  had 
their  windshields  kicked  in.  The  Fourth 
of  July  at  the  Ravenite  Social  Club  just 
wasn't  the  same  this  year,  nor  was  there 
much  joy  in  Gotti’s  home  base  of  Ozone 
Park.  “It  Sure  Wasn’t  Independence  Day 
for  Gotti,"  headlined  Newsday  (5  July), 
as  men  passed  caps  with  American  flags 


and  the  words,  “All  Americans  Have 
Equal  Rights.  Free  John.” 

They  have  a vital  point.  William  Kunst- 
ler,  America’s  most  prominent  civil 
liberties  attorney,  entered  the  fray  on 
Gotti’s  behalf,  joining  with  appeals  on 
the  grounds  that  the  defense  was  unfairly 
hampered.  Civil  liberties,  if  they  mean 
anything  at  all,  apply  first  of  all  to  those 
perceived  as  really  far  out — whether 
they  be  Marxists,  religious  sects  (recall 
Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon  or  Oregon  guru 
Bhagwan  Shree  Rajneesh)  or  even  in 
fact  mobsters.  Everyone  gets  the  bene- 
fits. As  we  have  noted  before  in  connec- 
tion with  the  many  trials  of  John  Gotti: 
“...this  crackdown  doesn't  have  much  to 
do  with  justice:  they  are  actually  trying 
to  frame  the  Mob.  The  RICO  (Racketeer 
Influenced  and  Corrupt  Organizations 
Act)  ‘conspiracy’  dragnet  lets  the  G-men 
pick  and  choose  who  they  feel  like  set- 
ting up  and  when;  they  don't  need  evi- 
dence of  any  actual  crime.... 

“Why  are  we  Marxists  commenting  on 
these  mobster  trials?  For  one  thing,  we 
don’t  believe  justice  is  only  for  the  inno- 
cent.... But  the  government  has  a differ- 
ent theory  of  law.  They  decide  they  want 
to  go  after  somebody,  invent  the  charges 
and  convene  star-chamher  proceedings. “ 
— “Feds  Frame  Up  Mob." 

WV  No.  400,  28  March  1986 
The  Star  Chamber  was  a room  in  Brit- 
ain’s Westminster  Palace  where  arbitrary 
royal  “justice"  was  meted  out.  It  was 


abolished  by  the  Puritan  Revolution  in 
1641.  The  capitalist  rulers  of  today’s 
America  are  a long  way  from  that  tradi- 
tion— indeed  they  are  well  on  the  way 
toward  creating  a kind  of  “democratic 
police  state"  in  this  country.  Sure,  you 
can  still  vote  once  every  four  years,  but 
meanwhile  the  cops  are  running  amok, 
as  in  the  vicious  beating  of  Rodney  King 
and  arrests  of  thousands  after  the  racist 
cops  walked.  The  laws  are  bent,  twisted 
and  thrown  out  the  window  to  allow 
America’s  ruling  elite  to  do  whatever 
they  feel  like,  whether  it’s  kidnapping 
foreign  heads  of  state  or  letting  their 
cops  shoot  down  black  and  Hispanic 
youth  in  the  street. 

Back  in  the  ’30s.  they  went  after  Al 
Capone,  who  certainly  was  responsible 
for  murdering  hundreds  of  people,  many 
of  them  personally;  but  they  vindictively 
used  the  income  tax  law  to  send  him 
away  for  years.  Currently  the  feds’ 
weapon  of  choice  in  their  more  selective 
vendettas  is  the  RICO  conspiracy  law,  a 
prosecutor’s  dream.  They  can  seize  your 
assets  on  indictment,  as  they  did  with 
Panamanian  leader  Noriega,  so  you  can’t 
afford  to  pay  your  lawyers.  The  latest 
Gotti  trial  was  a real  travesty.  He  was 
denied  counsel  of  his  own  choice,  as  his 
longtime  lawyer  Bruce  Cutler,  who  got 
him  off  before,  and  two  other  defense 
lawyers  were  barred  from  the  defense. 

Vital  defense  witnesses  were  also 
banned,  while  the  FBI  spent  millions  of 
dollars  on  eavesdropping  bugs  and 
videotapes.  Its  key  charges  were  based 
simply  on  the  word  of  canary  Salvatore 
Gravano.  Two  jurors  who  seemed  sym- 
pathetic to  the  defense  were  dismissed 
by  the  judge,  one  because  the  prosecu- 
tion claimed  she  was  “biased  against  the 
Government.”  The  jury  was  kept  anon- 
ymous and  sequestered.  The  scare  tactics 
worked.  After  the  trial  a juror  wrote  a 
letter  stating,  “I  am  very  sorry  that  I 
voted  guilty.  ..  We  were  so  frightened 
by  the  marshalls  and  the  FBI.  They  con- 
tinually told  us  that  our  lives  were 
in  danger  before  the  verdict”  ( Newsday , 
21  June). 

The  original  1970  RICO  law  was 
pitched  as  a vehicle  to  get  “organized 
crime."  "RICO"  was  reportedly  inspired 
by  the  Edward  G.  Robinson  character 
Rico  Bendello  in  the  1930  gangster 
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John  Gotti,  yet  another  victim  of  the 
RICO  racket. 

classic  Little  Caesar  ("RICO:  A Run- 
away Anticrime  Law,”  Nation's  Busi- 
ness, January  1990).  But  the  more  sin- 
ister purpose  of  this  catch-all  dragnet  is 
to  provide  the  legal  machinery  to  crush 
organized  labor  and  the  left.  From 
COINTELPRO  to  RICO,  militant  blacks 
and  leftists  have  been  targets  of  the 
state’s  murderous  frame-up  machine; 
RICO  has  been  used  in  frame-ups  includ- 
ing the  "Ohio  7"  case,  the  Puerto  Rican 
independence  fighters  of  the  "Hartford 
15,”  and  the  "Nyack  Brinks  Job”  witch- 
hunt against  ’60s  New  Leftists  and  black 
militants. 

Throwing  wildly  out-of-proportion 
charges  at  strikers — like  the  recent 
attempt  to  get  striking  drywall  workers 
in  California  for  “kidnapping”  because 
they  convinced  a few  scabs  to  go  home — 
is  another  of  these  tactics.  The  feds 
have  used  RICO  to  swarm  all  over  the 
Teamsters  union:  running  the  conven- 
tion. deciding  who  can  run  for  office, 
and  approving  appointments.  Now  new 
Teamster  president  Ron  Carey,  who 
rode  the  feds’  campaign  into  office, 
complains  that  the  government  won’t 
release  its  stranglehold  on  the  union  and 
that  it  wants  to  continue  spending  thou- 
sands of  dues  dollars  to  continue  its 
"investigation.  ' Well,  Ron,  like  they  say 
in  Texas,  “You  brung  her,  you  dance 
with  her." 

Labor  needs  to  clean  its  own  house. 
The  feds  are  the  biggest  corrupting  influ- 
ence in  the  labor  movement  today. 
And  the  biggest  gang  of  criminal  con- 
spirators in  this  country  resides  in 
the  White  House  and  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment. For  the  capitalist  courts  and 
cops,  as  L.A.  demonstrators’  signs  said 
after  the  Rodney  King  verdict,  “justice" 
means  “just  us.”  ■ 


Honecker... 

(continued  from  page  5) 
constituted  a defense,  albeit  in  a bureau- 
cratic manner,  of  the  collectivized  econ- 
omy of  the  DDR.  That  was  why  the 
bourgeoisie  hated  the  Wall,  and  why  we 
Trotskyists  defended  it  in  the  struggle 
for  a red  Soviet  Germany  as  part  of  a 
Socialist  United  States  of  Europe. 

So  an  average  of  seven  people  a year 
were  killed  by  East  German  border 
guards  defending  the  DDR  workers  state 
against  imperialist  economic  sabotage. 
Meanwhile,  in  the  United  States,  in 
1990  alone,  the  racist  Los  Angeles  cops 
routinely  gunned  down  62  people, 
according  to  a recent  Amnesty  Inter- 
national report!  The  New  York  Times 
(31  July)  grotesquely  declares  that  a trial 
offers  "a  chance  to  expose  the  cruel- 
ties. hypocrisy  and  self-delusion  of  Mr. 
Honc-.kor’s  inner  circle"!  How  about 
:>  trial  to  expose  the  cruelty,  hypocrisy 
and  self-delusion,  not  to  mention  mass 
murder , of  George  Bush’s  inner  circle, 
which  last  year  ordered  the  wanton 
massacre  of  over  100,000  Iraqis?  The 
blood-drenched  bourgeoisie  has  no  right 
to  “try”  Honecker. 

A victorious  workers  revolution  in 
Germany  would  have  its  own  score  to 
settle  with  the  Stalinists  for  their  real 
crimes  against  the  working  class,  such 


as  allowing  Hitler  to  march  to  power 
without  a fight  in  1931-33,  turning  over 
German  Communists  to  Stalin’s  firing 
squads  in  the  late  1930s  (or  even,  dur- 
ing the  Hitler-Stalin  pact,  sending  them 
back  to  Hitler’s  Germany),  sabotaging  a 
fight  for  socialist  revolution  in  all  Ger- 
many in  1945  in  the  wake  of  the  Red 
Army  victory,  and  putting  down  the  1953 
workers  uprising  against  the  Ulbricht 
regime.  But  defending  the  DDR  workers 
state  (naturally  in  a bureaucratically 
deformed  manner)  was  not  one  of  those 
crimes  Selling  out  the  DDR  was ! 

Honecker  has  just  published  a book. 
On  Dramatic  Events,  in  which  he  de- 
nounces the  drive  of  the  major  capital- 
ist powers  for  counterrevolution  that 
breeds  mass  immiseration  and  new 
imperialist  wars.  He  scathingly  attacks 
Gorbachev’s  perestroika  and  the  Gor- 
bachevites  within  his  own  party,  the 
Modrows  and  Gysis  who  sold  out  the 
DDR.  Yet  he  can  offer  no  alternative  but 
the  class-collaborationist  lie  of  “peaceful 
coexistence"  with  rapacious  imperial- 
ism, and  the  nationalist  myth  of  “build- 
ing socialisn)  in  one  country”  (or  in  the 
case  of  the  DDR,  half  a country). 

In  his  final  chapters  Honecker  claims 
to  be  the  "truest  patriot,"  recalling 
Stalin’s  offer  of  a "democratic,  neu- 
tral Germany”  as  the  imperialists  were 
gearing  up  the  Cold  War  and  the  re- 
armament of  West  Germany  and  West 


Europe.  But  the  conservative,  nationalist 
bureaucracy  could  only  govern  through 
anti-working-class  repression,  atomizing 
the  class-conscious  proletariat,  while 
Stalinist  "reformers”  would  introduce 
“market  mechanisms”  that  undermine 
collectivized  property,  thus  attacking 
the  bulwarks  of  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat. 

The  SpAD,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Internation- 
alist), was  the  only  organization  in 
Germany  that  unambiguously  opposed 
capitalist  reunification  and  fought  for  a 
proletarian  political  revolution  in  the 
DDR.  In  January  1990  the  Spartakists 
initiated  a mass  united-front  anti-fascist 
demonstration  at  the  Treptow  Red  Army 
war  memorial  in  Berlin.  Taken  up  by 
the  East  German  governing  party,  the 
SED/PDS,  it  brought  out  a quarter  mil- 
lion people,  the  largest  anti-fascist  dem- 
onstration in  German  history.  But  the 
bourgeoisie  together  with  the  SED/PDS 
leadership  saw  in  that  powerful  pro- 
Soviet  and  DDR-defensist  demonstra- 
tion the  spectre  of  civil  war.  Following 
Treptow  the  bourgeoisie  brought  its 
witchhunt  against  the  Stasi  and  the  PDS 
to  a white  heat.  The  SpAD  has  consis- 
tently defended  them,  despite  the  PDS’ 
sellout  of  the  DDR  and  its  abject  capit- 
ulation to  the  witchhunt. 

The  German  bourgeoisie,  assisted  by 
its  SPD  “bloodhounds,”  is  using  this  cru- 


sade to  demonize  communism  and  to 
atomize  the  working  people  of  eastern 
Germany  in  the  face  of  the  catastrophic 
effects  of  capitalist  reunification.  In 
Bonn  there  is  an  all-party  front  in  the 
Bundestag  waging  a vicious  racist  cam- 
paign against  refugees  and  immigrants, 
fueling  fascist  terror.  After  swallowing 
the  former  DDR  and  dismembering  the 
former  Yugoslavia,  the  Frankfurt  bank- 
ers and  Bonn  politicians  want  to  finance 
their  conquest  of  the  East  by  increas- 
ing the  rate  of  exploitation  and  slash- 
ing social  benefits  of  workers  in  West 
Germany. 

Yet  the  West  German  labor  movement 
is  not  taking  that  lying  down:  before 
being  sold  out.  the  recent  powerful  pub- 
lic sector  and  transport  workers  strike 
evoked  solidarity  strikes  in  the  East  and 
shook  German  capital.  Union  opposition 
to  current  plans  to  slash  health  benefits 
which  affect  all  workers  must  unite 
workers  East  and  West,  immigrant  and 
German.  Hatred  for  the  Kohl  govern- 
ment and  his  SPD  handmaidens  is  even 
generating  a backlash  against  their  anti- 
Communist  crusade.  But  to  defend  itself, 
the  German  working  class  must  confront 
the  witchhunt  head  on:  Freedom  for 
Honecker,  Mielke,  Stoph  and  Kessler! 
Hands  off  Markus  Wolf!  No  prosecution 
of  the  DDR  border  guards!  Freedom  and 
honor  for  the  anti-fascist  hero  Bogelein! 
Stop  the  anti-Communist  witchhunt!  ■ 
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Bans  are  made  to  be  broken:  WAC  (aka  Wuppies  Against  Communists)  ban 
on  left  literature  was  ridiculed  by  Spartacists  at  New  York  meeting. 


In  high-spirited  mockery  of  the 
Women’s  Action  Coalition  (WAC)  and 
their  anti-communist  ban,  the  Spartacist 
League  zapped  WAC,  big  lime,  at  their 
July  29  meeting  in  New  York  City. 
Brushing  past  a security  guard  who  sput- 
tered about  orders  banning  leftist  groups 
from  “private  property,"  our  comrades 
set  up  a literature  table  and  an  eye- 
catching billboard  warning,  “Big  Broth- 
er’s little  sister  WAC  is  watching!  Better 
get  your  Workers  Vanguard  swiftly, 
quietly!  Oink  if  you  love  censorship! 
Bans  were  made  to  be  broken!" 

We  can  hardly  claim  to  have  received 
a "positive"  response,  but  we  sure  had 
the  joint  jumping!  One  woman  insisted 
that  WAC  was  “full  of  PhD’s”  and  "too 
smart  for  candy-coated  Marxism,"  and 
as  for  the  working  class,  she  knew  Dennis 
Rivera  (head  of  hospital  workers  Local 
1199).  When  we  retorted  that  Rivera 
wouldn’t  pull  out  his  members  to  defend 
abortion  clinics  because  he’s  in  the 
pocket  of  anti-abortion  Cardinal  O'Con- 
nor, she  squealed,  “Why  should  Dennis 
Rivera  support  abortion?"  and’ turned  on 
her  high  heels  to  summon  security. 

The  security  guard  reappeared  and 


Big 

Brother's 


Little 

Sister 


Sshhhh  WAC  is  watching.  The 

Women  Against  Communists  (WAC) 
have  declared  in  the  name  of  Lebens- 
rauni  that  communist  literature  and  com- 
munist people  are  verboten  at  WAC 
meetings.  What’s  next?  Parental  or  state 
consent  as  a precondition  for  allowing 
young  women  to  read  leftist  newspa- 
pers? Spousal  notification  required  for 
married  women  who  want  to  talk  to  reds? 
How  about  imposing  a 24-hour  waiting 
period  on  women  who  want  to  turn  the 
pages  of  Workers  Vanguard  and  Women 
and  Revolution'.  Perhaps  some  of  WAC’s 
oh-so  Soho  artistes  could  design  warn- 
ing labels  for  literature  WAC  deems  too 
"politically  explicit"  for  young  girls  in 
search  of  social  change.  With  WAC 
on  the  Democratic  Party’s  bandwagon, 
maybe  Tipper  will  lend  an  experienced 


threatened  to  kick  over  our  table,  and  to 
bring  his  dog  next  week.  But  we  quickly 
brought  him  to  his  senses  by  threatening 
to  scream  for  50  women  to  come  out 
front  for  defense  against  this  threatening 
man.  "Please  don’t  do  that!"  begged 
WAC’s  “facilitator."  WAC’s  drum  corps 
finally  stopped  beating  in  protest  over  a 
young  male  Workers  Vanguard  salesman, 
and  an  apoplectic  whale  who  verbally 
abused  and  physically  threatened  other 
Spartacist  members  finally  subsided  on 
the  advice  of  her  own  ilk. 

Meanwhile,  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
found  themselves  tightly  stuck  between 
a rock  and  a hard  place.  To  survive  in 
WAC  they  must  reverse  the  ban  on  "polit- 
ical groups.”  But  they  exclude  genuine 
Trotskyists  like  us  from  their  own  meet- 
ings and  have  no  appetite  for  openly 
fighting  for  their  views.  Our  zap  attack 
on  WAC  had  them  sputtering.  “There  are 
other  ways  to  fight  this,"  hissed  one. 
Finally  one  ISOer  came  out  with  Socialist 
Worker — a token  opposition  to  WAC’s 
ban — while  her  comrades  wrangled  to 
get  the  red  purge  on  the  formal  agenda 
for  WAC’s  meeting.  Dumped  to  the  end 


hand  to  WAC’s  legal  eagles  on  how  to 
Gore  the  First  Amendment  ("Me  First. 
You  Banned”). 

Last  week,  WAC’s  “facilitators"  tried 
to  shut  down  leftist  literature  tables  and 
force  socialists  out  to  the  street.  Where 
force  failed,  parliamentary  maneuvering 
prevailed  and  WAC’s  leading  ladies 
rammed  through  a bureaucratic  diktat, 
banning  socialists  from  speaking  or  dis- 
tributing literature  at  WAC  meetings. 
In  attempting  to  censor  what  WAC 
members  can  hear  and  read,  do  these 
politically  correct  Carry  Nations  think 
they  have  something  like  the  maritime 
12-mile  limit  to  claim  as  their  exclusive 
and  "subversive-free”  zone?  As  for  gag 
rules  on  “political  organizations,”  we 
challenge  WAC  to  gag  every  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  Party  at  tonight’s 
meeting — the  silence  will  be  deafening!! 

Stripped  of  the  bicycle  shorts,  the 
Gaultier  bras,  the  glitz,  the  cloying  girl- 
ishness, the  yuppie  “women’s  empower- 
ment" rhetoric.  WAC  is  nothing  but  a 
trendy  white  ladies  auxiliary  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party.  While  trying  to  paint  itself 
as  a vibrant,  new  organization  of  fighters 
for  women’s  rights,  the  junior 
McCarthyites  running  WAC  are  heading 
to  the  same  dead  end  that  bourgeois  fem- 
inism has  always  led  to.  They  repress 
the  left  and  sacrifice  the  struggle  for 
women’s  rights,  especially  poor,  mainly 
minority  women,  the  better  to  scramble 
for  votes  for  the  party  of  “democratic” 
imperialism.  WAC  threw  its  resources 
into  "actions"  around  the  Democratic 
Parly  convention — obscenely  begging 
this  party  of  racism,  war.  and  exploita- 
tion to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  women! 
WAC’s  political  quest  is  to  replace  the 
gray-suited  capitalist  swine  in  Congress 
with  a few  sows  in  little  black  ensem- 
bles. And  there’s  nothing  so  convenient 
as  a good  red  hunt  to  pave  the  way  for 
feeding  at  the  capitalist  trough.  Oink! 


of  a long  agenda,  the  point  was  tabled 
and  not  discussed.  Way  to  go,  ISO! 

Our  strategy  met  with  more  success. 
There’s  nothing  like  heated  political 
debate  to  "raise  consciousness" ...and  a 
lot  of  hackles.  Over  50  pieces  of  Spar- 
tacist literature  were  sold  and  everyone 
read  our  leaflet.  Some  asked,  "Don’t  you 


Politics  makes  strange  bedfellows. 
Many  of  WAC’s  artists  and  writers  took 
to  the  streets  in  defense  of  Salman  Rush- 
die. yet  today  stand  united  with  the  Aya- 
tollahs in  crusading  against  Marxist 
“blasphemy.”  For  our  part,  we  believe 
that  political  censorship,  whether  ema- 
nating from  Ayatollah  or  Cardinal, 
“born-again”  bigots  or  leftover  femi- 
nists, is  all  equally  loathsome.  Evidently 
a lot  of  women  felt  the  same  way  and 
voted  with  their  feet,  leaving  WAC  for 
good  after  the  red  purge  last  week. 

This  kick  in  the  butt  must  come  as 
something  of  a shock  though  to  craven 
reformists  like  the  ISO  (International 
Socialist  Organization)  who  buried 
themselves  deep  inside  WAC  as  the  “best 
builders”  of  liberal  protests.  As  for  the 
Revolutionary  Workers  League,  now  the 
hapless  lad  who  was  left  standing  in  the 
rain  can  ask  his  female  comrades  who 
crawled  into  a WAC  meeting  without 
protesting  male  exclusionism,  "who’s  all 
wet  now?" 

We  in  the  Spartacist  League  are  proud 
to  fly  our  own  colors.  At  the  June  13 
march  in  defense  of  abortion  rights,  cops 
clearing  the  way  for  Cardinal  O'Connor 
set  upon  and  arrested  eleven  protesters, 
including  four  Spartacist  supporters  car- 
rying signs  proclaiming.  “Down  with 
Bush,  Break  with  the  Democrats!  Build 
a Workers  Party!"  From  Warsaw  to 
Berlin  to  Dublin  to  New  York,  abor- 
tion rights  have  become  a key  battle- 
ground in  the  struggle  between  social 
progress  and  social  reaction.  As  we 
wrote  in  that  forbidden  fruit.  Workers 
Vanguard  (No.  555,  10  July  1992): 

"The  march  of  counterrevolution  across 
East  Europe  has  meant  increasing  attacks 
on  women  and  minorities.  Yet  the  bour- 
geois feminists  and  their  leftist  hangers- 
on  stood  with  U.S.  imperialism  in  hailing 
the  woman-hating  mujahedin  "freedom 
fighters"  in  Afghanistan  and  clerical- 
nationalist  Solidamosc  in  Poland.  The 


think  you’re  being  a little  divisive?” 
"No.  Very  divisive,”  we  replied.  It  is  our 
aim  to  win  those  who  are  looking  for  a 
way  to  defend  women's  rights  away  from 
the  WAC  piglets  who  want  to  shackle 
the  struggle  for  women’s  liberation  to 
the  Clinton-Gore  campaign.  We  reprint 
the  Spartacist  leaflet  here. 


Spartacist  League/U.S.  and  our  sister 
sections  of  the  International  Communist 
League  around  the  world  have  stood 
forthrightly  in  defense  of  abortion  rights 
as  part  of  our  struggle  against  capitalist 
counterrevolution. 

"The  Spartacist  League  has  consistently 
fought  to  mobilize  the  working  class  to 
defend  the  rights  of  women  and  all  the 
oppressed.  We  call  on  labor  to  defend 
abortion  clinics,  seeking  to  break  away 
the  ranks  of  the  organized  labor  move- 
ment from  the  reactionary  misleaders 
who  wallow  in  all  the  social  backward- 
ness ordained  by  their  bourgeois  masters. 
The  'pro-choice'  Democrats  offer  the 
shell  game  of  lesser  evil’  politics  at  the 
polls  in  November.  We  seek  to  build  a 
revolutionary  party  which  will  serve  as 
a 'tribune  of  the  people,'  fighting  all 
forms  of  social  oppression  as  we  organ- 
ize to  sweep  away  this  disgusting  system. 
Free  abortion  on  demand!  Free  quality 
health  care  for  all!  Women's  liberation 
through  socialist  revolution!" 

WAC?  WHAM?  Thank  you  Ma'am... 
we’ll  stick  with  Lenin  and  Trotsky! 

If  you  think  taboos  were  made  to  be 
broken,  then  give  us  a call  at  (212) 
267-1025. ■ 


f \ 

Spartacist  League 
Public  Offices 

—MARXIST  LITERATURE— 

Bay  Area 

Thurs  . 5:30-8:00  p.m.,  Sat  1:00-5:00  p m, 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor  (near  17th  Street) 
Oakland,  California  Phone:  (510)  839-0851 

Chicago 

TUes  5:00-9:00 p.m  . Sat  1l:00a.m  -2:00p.m. 

161  W Harrison  St.,  10th  Floor 

Chicago,  Illinois  Phone  (312)  663-0715 

New  York  City 

Tues  : 6:30-9  00  p.m.,  Sat.:  1:00-5  00  p.m. 

41  Warren  St.  (one  block  below 
Chambers  St  near  Church  St.) 

New  York,  NY  Phone:  (212)  267-1025 
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Soviet 

Workers... 

( continued  from  page  1 ) 

possibility  of  a massive  social  explosion. 

Yeltsin  banked  on  imperialist  dollars 
and  deutschmarks  to  finance  his  coun- 
terrevolutionary drive.  In  June  he  went 
to  Washington  to  sign  away  the  core  of 
the  Soviet  army’s  nuclear  defense — the 
multiple-warhead  SS-18  and  SS-24  mis- 
siles— but  got  nothing  in  return.  The 
International  Monetary  Fund  bankers’ 
cartel  continues  to  demand  more  blood. 
Grandiose  promises  of  a vague  $24  bil- 
lion aid  package  evaporate  as  the  IMF 
withholds  even  the  first  billion  unless 
Russia  slashes  its  budget  deficit  by  two- 
thirds,  privatizes  state-owned  industry 
and  cuts  off  subsidies  to  bankrupt  enter- 
prises— all  by  Christmas.  Even  Yeltsin 
is  forced  to  resist  the  IMF  ultimatum  to 
jack  up  domestic  oil  prices  to  world  mar- 
ket rates,  which  would  completely  wreck 
industry  dependent  on  cheap  energy. 

It  is  clear  to  all  that  this  chaotic  situ- 
ation cannot  long  continue  as  it  is.  The 
wheels  of  industry  can  no  longer  con- 
tinue to  turn  on  the  basis  of  IOUs — more 
than  two  trillion  rubles,  almost  $20  bil- 
lion. since  January.  The  government’s 
privatization  scheme  (based  on  doling 
out  coupons  to  the  workers  which  can 
be  converted  into  cash)  would  produce 
hyperinflation  on  the  scale  of  Weimar 
Germany  in  1923.  Calls  are  growing  on 
all  sides  for  a "strong  government”  to 
“save  Russia."  Sergei  Baburin,  a leading 
spokesman  for  the  ’’patriots’’  of  the 
Russian  Unity”  bloc  in  the  parliament, 
claims:  “By  the  end  of  this  year  we  shall 
almost  certainly  have  an  iron-fisted  dic- 
tatorship in  this  country.  The  only  ques- 
tion is,  what  kind?" 

The  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)  warns:  In  the 
absence  of  mass  organized  working-class 
resistance  and  with  the  Soviet  army 
in  increasing  disarray,  the  danger  is 
sharply  posed  that  the  forces  of  capital- 
ist restoration  will  be  able  to  consolidate 
a bourgeois  state,  however  fragile,  un- 
leashing a bloodbath  against  workers 
and  national  minorities. 

Politically  atomized  and  paralyzed  by 
decades  of  Stalinist  bureaucratism  and 
betrayal,  the  Soviet  workers  are  today 
being  offered  nothing  but  the  most  ret- 
rograde nationalism  by  Stalin’s  heirs. 
The  situation  has  grown  rotten  and  over- 
ripe. It  is  urgently  necessary  to  cohere 
an  internationalist  cadre  in  an  all-Union 
Leninist-Trotskyist  nucleus  firmly  com- 
mitted to  the  program  of  the  October 
Revolution,  before  every  vestige  of  the 
revolution  is  swept  away. 

Counterrevolution  Seeks  a 
“Strong  State” 

As  the  milieu  of  yuppie  intellectuals 
and  speculators  around  Yeltsin  has  dis- 
sipated, representatives  of  the  managers 
of  state-owned  industry  have  moved  into 
the  corridors  of  government.  In  July  a 


Yeltsin’s  militia 
(police)  move  to 
break  up  June  22 
demonstration 
in  Moscow. 


“Civic  Union"  bloc  was  formed  by  Vice 
President  Aleksandr  Rutskoi,  a former 
military  officer,  who  recently  surpassed 
Yeltsin  in  the  polls;  Arkady  Volsky,  a 
former  aide  to  CP  leaders  Andropov  and 
Gorbachev,  now  head  of  the  powerful 
"Union  of  Industrialists  and  Entrepre- 
neurs” which  controls  two-thirds  of 
industry;  and  Nikolai  Travkin.  head  of 
the  virulently  anti-Communist  Demo- 
cratic Party.  In  May  three  industrial 
figures  associated  with  Volsky  were 
appointed  to  Yeltsin’s  cabinet,  appar- 
ently undercutting  the  sway  of  his  “free 


market"  economic  czar  Yegor  Gaidar. 

Some  Western  commentators  worried 
that  Yeltsin's  recent  appointments  would 
slow  down  the  capitalist  “reforms,”  not- 
ing that  the  “military-industrial  com- 
plex" was  the  base  of  support  for  last 
year’s  failed  coup  plotters.  But  no  less 
an  imperialist  spokesman  than  the  New 
York  Times  (2  August)  gives  the  new  cab- 
inet ministers  "solid  credentials  as  advo- 
cates of  a free  market  system."  This  only 
underlines  our  comment  at  the  time  of 
the  August  fiasco  that  it  was  a “pere- 
stroika coup”  of  elements  of  the  bureauc- 


racy that  also  aimed  at  restoration  of  cap- 
italism, but  at  a slower  pace  and  under 
their  control.  Where  the  yuppie  specu- 
lators would  like  to  destroy  the  country’s 
industrial  capacity  to  satisfy  imperialist 
diktat , the  factory  managers  chafe  that 
the  IMF  will  destroy  the  enterprises  they 
someday  hope  to  own  outright. 

In  turn,  shifts  in  the  army  have  brought 
another  trio  to  the  fore:  Defense  Minister 
Pavel  Grachev,  who  ordered  troops  to 
defend  Yeltsin  last  year;  Deputy  Defense 
Minister  Boris  Gromov,  former  com- 
mander of  Soviet  forces  in  Afghanistan; 


and  Major  General  Aleksandr  Lebed, 
head  of  the  army  unit  outside  Yeltsin’s 
"White  House"  last  August,  and  now 
head  of  the  Russian  (formerly  Soviet) 
14th  Army  in  Moldova.  Grachev,  Lebed 
and  Rutskoi  all  served  under  Gromov  in 
Afghanistan.  While  the  so-called  “patri- 
otic opposition,"  spearheaded  by  hard- 
line Stalinist  has-beens  who  now  find 
themselves  shunted  aside,  rails  against 
Yeltsin’s  sellouts  to  the  West,  all  of  these 
groupings  and  layers  converge  around 
Russian  nationalism  and  forces  who  are 
determined  to  restore  capitalism  with  an 


iron  hand.  And  their  overriding  need  is 
to  forge  a state  apparatus  capable  of  sup- 
pressing the  workers. 

From  the  moment  he  gained  the  ascen- 
dancy Yeltsin  has  been  working  fever- 
ishly to  consolidate  a bourgeois  state. 
He  now  appears  to  have  a repressive 
force  loyal  to  the  counterrevolutionary 
regime,  in  the  elite  Russian  OMON 
units.  OMON  squads  were  unleashed 
against  a Soviet  Army  Day  march  in  Feb- 
ruary, again  in  June  to  disperse  demon- 
strators outside  Moscow’s  Ostankino 
television  center,  and  to  tear  down  the 
one  Soviet  flag  which  was  still  flying 
over  a public  building  in  Leningrad.  At 
the  same  time,  the  trial  currently  under 
way  in  Moscow  of  the  banned  Commu- 
nist Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  (CPSU) 
as  a "criminal"  organization  aims  at 
sending  a warning  to  potentially  recal- 
citrant elements  in  the  apparatus  as  well 
as  to  all  who  would  resist  the  restora- 
tionist  drive. 

Yeltsin  has  begun  building  up  an 
exclusively  Russian  army,  and  the  Soviet 
Navy  has  begun  flying  the  old  tsarist 
naval  emblem,  the  St.  Andrew’s  cross. 
As  fighting  escalates  between  the  ethnic 
Romanian  Moldovan-nationalist  regime 
of  Mercea  Snegur  and  Russian-speaking 
nationalists  in  the  Transdniester  region, 
there  are  increasing  calls  for  a full-scale 
Russian  military  intervention.  General 
Lebed  of  the  14th  Army  denounced  the 
Snegur  regime  as  "fascist.”  and  at  least 
one  battalion  is  fighting  alongside  the 
Russian-speaking  irregulars  and  Cos- 
sack "volunteers”  in  tsarist  regalia. 

Stalinist  groups  like  the  Russian  Com- 
munist Workers  Party  (RKRP),  chief 
organizers  of  anti-Yeltsin  protests, 
increasingly  dispense  with  even  lip  ser- 
vice to  the  cause  of  socialism  as  they 
sign  on  as  drum  majors  in  the  sinister 
chauvinist  crusade.  The  “patriots"  seek 
to  cohere  a “strong  state"  by  playing  the 
card  of  Great  Russian  chauvinism  and 
anti-Semitism.  While  Pamyat  and  other 
fascists  now  parade  with  impunity 
through  the  streets  of  Leningrad,  a June 
12  conference  in  Moscow  of  the  Russian 
National  Synod,  the  Sobor.  marked  an 
important  stage  in  the  strengthening  of 
more  powerful  fascist-corporatist  forces. 


Der  Spiegel 


Siberian  oil  workers  threatened  to  strike  after  not  being  paid  for  weeks. 
Multinational  Soviet  proletariat  must  enter  field  of  battle  against  capitalist- 
restorationist  drive. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Writing  in  the  late  1920s,  at  a time 
when  Stalin’s  conciliation  of  the  petty 
capitalist  Nepmen  and  rich  peasant 
kulaks  was  increasing  the  danger  of 
capitalist  restoration,  Leon  Trotsky 
commented: 

“Is  it  actually  likely  that  in  the  event  of 
the  defeat  of  the  | proletarian!  dictator- 
ship, bourgeois  democracy  will  replace 
it?  No.  that  is  the  least  likely  of  all  pos- 
sible variants.  Revolutionary  dictator- 
ship has  never  in  history  been  replaced 
by  democracy." 

In  order  to  consolidate  its  hold,  the 
nascent  bourgeoisie  would  have  to  go 
beyond  a transitional  regime  to  consol- 
idate “a  more  serious,  solid,  and  decisive 
kind — in  all  probability,  a Bonapartist  or. 
in  modern  terms,  a fascist  regime.” 

The  legacy  of  decades  of  Stalinism, 
which  usurped  political  power  and  atom- 
ized the  proletariat,  has  opened  the  door 
to  the  present  counterrevolutionary  sit- 
uation. Today  it  is  clearer  than  ever  that 
the  only  way  to  reverse  the  counterrev- 
olutionary tide  lies  in  the  mobilization 
of  the  multinational  Soviet  proletariat. 
After  last  August’s  coup  and  coun- 
tercoup. we  raised  the  call:  “Soviet 
Workers:  Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  Counter- 
revolution!" We  noted  that  “while  Yel- 
tsin & Co.  now  see  a clear  field  to  push 
through  a forced-draft  reintroduction  of 
capitalism,  the  outcome  is  not  yet  defin- 
itively decided."  We  added:  "Opposition 
from  the  factories  against  the  ravages  of 
capitalist  assault  could  throw  a giant 
wrench  in  the  works  and  prevent  the 
rapid  consolidation  of  counterrevolu- 
tion” (WV  No_533,  30  August  1991). 

There  is  overwhelming  sentiment 
against  the  reintroduction  of  capitalist 
exploitation,  reflected  in  the  up  to  90,000 
who  turned  out  to  commemorate  the 
anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution 
last  November  and  again  in  March  by 
an  anti-Yeltsin  protest  of  more  than 
200,000.  But  the  Soviet  working  people 
can  and  must  launch  themselves  on  the 
road  of  independent  political  struggle 
before  they  find  themselves  locked  out 
of  their  jobs  and  deprived  of  any  possi- 
bility for  struggle.  As  we  warned  in  a 
25  February  leaflet,  of  which  some 
100,000  copies  have  been  distributed: 
"Workers:  the  moment  is  growing  late. 
Do  not  wait  until  your  children  grow  pale 
from  hunger.  The  would-be  bosses  are 
taking  the  streets  of  Moscow  away  from 
you.  Form  authentic  soviets  now!  Drive 
out  the  restorationist  forces  through 
workers  political  revolution!  Defeat  all 
attempts  at  nationalist  fratricide — down 
with  the  poison  of  anti-Semitism!  What 
is  needed  urgently  is  to  bring  together 
the  cadre  of  a Leninist-Trotskyist  party, 
dedicated  to  restoring  the  proletarian 
foundations  upon  which  the  multina- 
tional Soviet  workers  slate  was  built.” 
—WV  No.  546,  6 March 

Stalinists  Aid 

Counterrevolutionary  Drive 

The  various  degeneration  products  of 
the  collapse  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
have  locked  themselves  into  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary drive,  either  through 
open  support  to  a “market  economy"  or 
through  promoting  Russian  nationalism, 
which  is  the  cement  of  the  restorationist 
forces.  Despite  their  occasional  claims 
to  oppose  capitalist  restoration,  the 
RKRP,  whose  most  prominent  spokes- 
man is  Viktor  Anpilov,  and  a handful 
of  smaller  “hardline"  groups  like  Sta- 
lin apologist  Nina  Andreycva’s  All- 
Union  Communist  Party  of  Bolsheviks 
(VKPB),  have  formed  a grotesque  "red- 
brown  coalition”  with  outright  Great 
Russian  chauvinists  like  Alexander 
Nevzorov,  the  fascist  Zhirinovsky  and 
the  Sobor.  At  protests  organized  by  the 
"Toiling  Russia"  coalition,  workers  who 
turn  out  to  oppose  capitalist  restoration 
find  themselves  inundated  with  chauvin- 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard 
skips  an  issue 
in  August. 

Our  next  issue  will  be 
dated  September  4. 


ist  rhetoric  from  the  podium.  This  serves 
not  to  mobilize  but  to  demobilize  work- 
ers in  search  of  struggle. 

The  sinister  gathering  of  the  Slavo- 
phile Sobor  on  June  12  included  mon- 
archists, black-shiried  fascists  and  Cos- 
sacks in  full  regalia — as  well  as  the 
RKRP.  Reportedly  financed  by  the  head 
of  the  Nizhni  Novgorod  stock  exchange 
and  headed  by  "former”  KGB  general 
Alexander  Sterligov,  who  sided  with  Yel- 
tsin last  August  and  has  worked  under 
Rutskoi,  the  Sobor  railed  that  the  Yeltsin 
regime  is  an  "administration  of  national 
treason"  which  is  "Russophobic  and 
Jew-loving,”  and  declared  that  "a 
shadow  government  has  been  formed 
and  is  ready  to  take  power  immediately." 
The  conference  featured  anti-Semitic 
notables  like  writer  Valentin  Rasputin, 
who  raved  that  "Communism  was  an  evil 
that  won  over  the  country."  The  presid- 
ium elected  by  the  conference  included 
Rasputin,  as  well  as  the  monarchist 
Nevzorov  and  anti-Semitic  “red"  general 
Albert  Makashov,  a member  of  the 
RKRP  Central  Committee. 

The  rump  Stalinists  have  increasingly 
taken  on  the  political  coloration  of  the 
openly  pro-capitalist  nationalists  they 
tail.  A recent  issue  of  the  Toiling  Russia 
newspaper  Shto  Delat  ("What  Is  To  Be 
Done”)  carried  a rehash  of  the  anti- 
Semitic  tsarist  secret  police  forgery. 
"The  Protocols  of  the  Elders  of  Zion." 
illustrated  with  a photograph  of  Yeltsin 


Moscow 
demonstrator’s 
sign  reads: 
"Gorbachev-Yeltsin: 
Capitalism  = Fascism. 
No  to  the  private 
property  of  criminal 
millionaires. 

Confiscate  what 
has  been  stolen  from 
the  people  and  put  it 
to  use  for  Soviet 
collective  enterprises 
and  farms.” 


warned:  "This  is  not  only  a sinister  but 
a dangerous  game,  for  the  fascists  whom 
it  fuels  and  legitimizes  will  treat  their 
erstwhile  ostensibly  Communist  ‘patri- 
otic’ allies  no  less  ruthlessly  than  they 
will  treat  the  Soviet  workers,  Jews  and 
other  nationalities,  should  they  be  given 
half  a chance"  (WV'  No.  543, 24  January). 
Now,  having  done  the  donkey  work  for 
more  powerful  forces,  the  Stalinists  find 
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standing  in  front  of  a Star  of  David 
Nevzorov,  Zhirinovsky  and  Makashov 
were  all  prominent  at  the  June  12  dem- 
onstration called  by  Toiling  Russia  out- 
side the  Ostankino  television  center  to 
demand  a chauvinist  "Russian  Hour." 
while  signs  proclaimed,  "Russian  TV 
Means  TV  Without  Jews.” 

In  the  political  spectrum  of  the  Soviet 
left,  proceeding  from  red-brown  to  pale 
pink,  other  remnants  of  the  former  CPSU 
tend  toward  social  democracy.  Alexei 
Prigarin’s  Union  of  Communists  and 
Anatoly  Kryuchkov’s  Russian  Party  of 
Communists — which  both  issued  out  of 
the  Marxist  Platform  wing  of  the  former 
CPSU — and  Roy  Medvedev's  Gorba- 
chevite  Socialist  Party  of  Labor  (SPT) 
all  support  the  introduction  of  a market 
economy  with  one  qualifier  or  another. 
Manifesting  some  degree  of  identifica- 
tion with  the  old  Union,  these  groups 
organized  a small  protest,  which  the 
RKRP  and  Toiling  Russia  conspicuously 
boycotted,  at  the  opening  of  the  trial  of 
the  CPSU  on  July  6. 

But  counterrevolution  will  not  pro- 
ceed on  the  terrain  of  social-democratic 
gradualism,  and  these  groups  also  find 
themselves  sucked  in  by  the  undertow 
of  the  increasingly  emboldened  Russian- 
chauvinist  movement.  All  three  of  them 
joined  the  RKRP  and  such  reactionary 
outfits  as  the  “Union  of  Cossacks"  and 
the  “Fund  for  the  Restoration  of  the 
Shrine  of  Christ  the  Savior"  in  signing 
a popular-frontist  “Declaration  on  the 
Founding  of  the  United  Opposition"  in 
March  which  called  for  “salvation  of  the 
Fatherland.,  through  joint  action  on  the 
basis  of  civil  peace.”  The  SPT  even 
praised  the  Sobor. 

For  a Leninist-Trotskyist  Party! 

Writing  of  the  Stalinists’  bloc  with 
nationalist  reactionaries  last  January,  we 


Cossack 
“volunteers" 
in  Moldova,  as 
Transdniester 
fighting 

becomes  focus 
of  Great  Russian 
chauvinist 
crusade. 


themselves  increasingly  dispensable.  At 
the  Sobor,  Sterligov  denounced  com- 
munism as  “hostile  to  the  old  national 
traditions  of  Russia. ..so  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  collaborate  with  people 
who  are  carriers  of  this  ideology." 

Last  August,  various  self-styled  Trot- 
skyist groupings  cheered  on  the  yuppies, 
priests  and  fascists  manning  Yeltsin’s 
barricades.  More  recently  outfits  like 
Sergei  Beits’  Rabochaya  Demokratiya 
(Workers  Democracy — affiliated  to  the 


Labourite  Militant  group  in  Britain)  have 
taken  to  tailing  the  RKRP  et  al.  without 
a hint  of  criticism  of  the  fascism,  chau- 
vinism and  anti-Semitism  which  is  ram- 
pant in  the  "patriot”  milieu, 

There  are  Soviet  militants  who  want 
to  fight  for  the  communism  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky.  Millions  know  what  capitalism 
has  in  store  for  them,  and  want  to  resist 
the  destruction  of  their  livelihoods  and 
the  devastation  of  their  society.  The 
forces  of  counterrevolution  have  yet  to 
consolidate  a stable  capitalist  regime. 

The  October  Revolution  of  1917  shat- 
tered the  tsarist  prison  house  of  peo- 
ples and  emancipated  the  workers  and 
peasants  from  capitalist  cxploLa'i  -n.  It 
served  as  a beacon  for  workers  and 
oppressed  the  world  over.  But  as 
Trotsky  warned  shortly  after  the  politi- 
cal counterrevolution  led  by  Stalin  in 
1923-24,  Stalinism  is  “the  gravedigger 
of  the  Revolution."  After  nearly  70  years 
of  bureaucratic  betrayal,  the  fate  of  the 
first  workers  state  in  history  hangs  in 
the  balance. 

If  the  multinational  Soviet  proletariat 
is  not  to  be  drowned  in  a fratricidal 
bloodbath  and  ground  under  the  iron  heel 
of  imperialist  exploitation,  it  must  carry 
out  a revolutionary  struggle  to  oust  the 
capitalist-restorationist  regimes  and  take 
political  power  in  Russia  and  the  other 
former  Soviet  republics.  Those  who 
conciliate  Great  Russian  chauvinism  and 
other  nationalisms  are  roadblocks  to 
the  struggle  against  counterrevolution. 
The  International  Communist  League  is 
fighting  to  cohere  a nucleus  of  inter- 
nationalist fighters  committed  to  the  pro- 
gram of  Lenin  and  Trotsky's  Red  Octo- 
ber. That  is  the  only  road  forward  ■ 
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South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  Johannes- 
burg's streets  were  deserted.  Factories 
were  silent,  stores  shut,  schools  closed, 
and  urban  centers  were  ghost  towns  due 
to  the  absence  of  the  millions  of  black 
workers  without  whom  the  South  Afri- 
can economy  grinds  to  a halt.  At  least 
80  percent  of  the  black  workforce  re- 
portedly participated  in  the  strike  in 
the  major  urban  areas.  In  the  townships, 
blacks  demonstrated  in  the  streets.  Flam- 
ing barricades  were  erected  in  Mannen- 
berg  and  elsewhere  around  Cape  Town. 
In  Soweto  and  Daveyton  large  crowds 
marched  on  precincts  to  protest  cop 
killings. 

The  ANC,  which  was  compelled  by 
its  mass  base  to  call  the  general  strike, 
tried  until  the  final  hours  to  call  it  off. 
A deal  with  the  gold  barons  and  Jo’burg 
stockbrokers  to  replace  the  strike  with  a 
voluntary  national  “day  of  reconcilia- 
tion” failed  when  the  De  Klerk  regime 
ordered  employers  to  make  no  conces- 
sions to  the  ANC.  Emboldened  by  his 
victory  in  last  March’s  whites-only  ref- 
erendum. De  Klerk  has  been  ramming 
repressive  laws  through  parliament,  call- 
ing up  thousands  of  white  reservists  and 
hinting  at  a return  to  the  state  of  emer- 
gency. The  regime  finally  attempted  to 
discredit  the  ANC  with  a deliberate  prov- 
ocation, orchestrating  the  Soweto  Day 
massacre  of  43  in  Boipatong  township. 

The  apartheid  rulers  moved  5,000 
additional  troops  into  the  black  town- 
ships on  the  eve  of  the  strike.  Dem- 
onstrations took  place  as  tanks  and 
personnel  carriers  continually  rumbled 
(.ast.  The  general  strike  was  initially 
motivated  to  "bring  down"  the  De  Klerk 
government  and  install  an  interim  gov- 
ernment. Black  workers  and  township 
youth  took  this  call  seriously,  and  began 
preparing.  South  Africa  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  biggest  strike  wave  in  years,  with 

650.000  days  lost  in  1992 — more  than 
double  the  number  in  the  same  period 
last  year.  Conditions  are  ripe  for  a 
crescendo  of  class  struggle,  but  the 
ANC/COSATU  leadership  along  with 
the  South  African  Communist  Party  have 
cruelly  deceived  the  workers. 

As  the  masses,  outraged  by  the 
government-orchestrated  campaign  of 
violence  that  has  killed  over  6,000  peo- 
ple in  the  last  two  years,  bum  to  pick 
up  the  struggle  to  smash  the  apartheid 
state . the  ANC/COSATU/SACP  move  to 
cut  back  the  strike  to  a toothless  two-day 
protest  was  met  with  anger  and  disgust. 
There  is  particular  anger  among  public 
sector  unions,  who  have  been  preparing 
their  membership  for  months  to  take 
over  government  facilities,  and  who 
watched  as  militant  Transvaal  hospital 
strikers  were  Fired  en  masse.  This  comes 
on  the  heels  of  the  vindictive  firing  of 

6.000  Toyota  strikers  in  Port  Elizabeth. 

The  liberal  Weekly  Mail  (17  July) 

quoted  one  unionist  who  said.  “We’re 
confused  as  to  what  the  usefulness  of 
having  a one-day  action  would  be.  This 
mass  action  is  supposed  to  be  unprece- 
dented. but  this  will  not  amount  to  that 
at  all."  The  ANC  and  its  SACP  brain- 
trusters  cynically  play  with  the  general 
strike  as  a pressure  tactic  in  their  waltz 
with  the  capitalist  rulers.  But  employing 
this  powerful  weapon  of  class  struggle 
inevitably  raises  the  question  of  which 
class  shall  rule.  And  in  bloody  South 
Africa,  all  experience  has  demonstrated 
that  just  to  achieve  basic  democratic 
rights  the  apartheid  ruling  class  must  be 
overthrown.  The  black  workers  have  the 
power  to  do  this:  what  they  need  is  a 
leadership  prepared  to  use  it.  Above  all, 
ANC,  SACP  and  COSATU  tops  have 
made  it  clear  that  a Fight  for  power  is 
the  last  thing  they  want. 

Amid  reported  tension  between  "hard- 
liners” and  “moderates"  over  the  scope 
and  goal  of  the  strike  campaign,  on  July 
16  the  ANC  felt  compelled  to  issue  a 
document  entitled  “Campaign  for  Peace 
and  Democracy,”  emphasizing  that  the 
campaign  “is  not  a programme  for  insur- 
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rection.  Neither  is  it  aimed  at  a ‘peaceful 
overthrow’  of  the  regime....  Insurrection 
is  not  on  the  agenda.  Neither  would  it 
be  a voluntary  choice  of  the  ANC,  both 
now  and  in  the  future.”  Nelson  Mandela 
proclaimed  himself  "keen”  to  get  the 
negotiations  going  again,  provided  the 
government  would  concede  any  one  of 
fourteen  “demands"  presented  by  the 
ANC. 

The  Weekly  Mail  (10  July)  reports  a 
raging  three-way  fight  in  the  Communist 
Party  over  the  August  strike  campaign. 
The  ANC  Youth  League,  echoing  grass- 
roots militants,  reputedly  wanted  to  use 
the  mass  action  campaign  to  bring  the 
government  down.  A document  by  SACP 
right-winger  Jeremy  Cronin  on  different 
“strategic  assumptions  in  our  ranks" 
identifies  the  "don’t  rock  the  boat" 
school  associated  with  ANC  interna- 
tional department  head  Thabo  Mbeki.  the 
"tap"  school  (turning  mass  action  on  and 
off)  of  Nelson  Mandela  and  ANC  general 


Africa’s  black  and  coloured  (mixed- 
race)  population  reached  the  boilmg 
point,  and  would  not  be  satisfied  by 
the  orchestrated  marches  and  sit-ins  at 
government  offices  which  until  now 
have  comprised  the  bulk  of  the  ANC/ 
SACP/COSATU  “mass  action  cam- 
paign.” After  the  Boipatong  massacre, 
ANC  leaders  in  the  townships  were 
met  with  crowds  demanding  "We  want 
arms!”  Meanwhile,  the  government 
launched  what  was  obscenely  termed  a 
“peace  offensive” — ordering  over  5,000 
soldiers  and  police  into  the  townships 
surrounding  Johannesburg.  The  ANC/ 
SACP/COSATU  leadership,  if  only  to 
retain  a modicum  of  credibility  with  its 
mass  base,  was  forced  to  call  the  general 
strike.  But  not  until  it  had  exhausted 
every  possibility  of  a big  fat  sellout. 

In  the  words  of  a memo  from  the 
COSATU  head  office  to  its  affiliates,  the 
union  federation  was  trying  to  “bring 
business  on  board"  and  trade  off  the  gen- 


Kuus/Sipa 

Outraged  township  residents  chased  De  Klerk  out  of  Boipatong  on  June  20, 
three  days  after  government-instigated  Inkatha  massacre. 


secretary  Cyril  Ramaphosa,  and  the 
“Leipzig  option”  (escalating  mass  dem- 
onstrations such  as  toppled  the  Honecker 
regime  in  the  fall  of  1989)  linked  with 
SACP  leader  Chris  Hani,  also  head  of 
the  ANC’s  "military  arm”  Umkhonto  we 
Sizwe  (MK). 

Cronin  declares  any  thought  of  insur- 
rection “unrealistic."  But  in  reality  all 
wings  of  the  SACP  are  thoroughly  com- 
mitted to  seeking  a "power  sharing"  deal 
with  the  apartheid  rulers.  Their  only 
squabble  is  over  the  pace  and  the  terms. 

Meanwhile,  De  Klerk’s  strategy  of 
fomenting  intercommunal  warfare  to  ter- 
rorize the  black  masses  and  then  blaming 
the  ANC  for  "black-on-black  violence” 
backfired  when  the  government’s  “hid- 
den hand”  became  all  too  clear  in  the 
Boipatong  slaughter.  Not  only  did  hun- 
dreds of  witnesses  see  the  army  bring  in 
Inkatha  death  squads,  it  later  became 
known  that  a unit  of  the  notorious 
(and  supposedly  disbanded)  Koevoet 
(“crowbar”)  paramilitary  force,  based  at 
a nearby  Goldfields  mining  compound, 
took  part  in  the  massacre.  In  protest,  the 
300,000-strong  National  Union  of  Mine- 
workers  (NUM)  walked  out  of  wage 
negotiations. 

Frantically  seeking  damage  control 
over  the  Boipatong  massacre,  the  gov- 
ernment appointed  a commission  of 
inquiry,  including  several  British  crimi- 
nologists, to  “evaluate"  the  police  inves- 
tigation. Their  report  was  a predictable 
whitewash,  denying  police  complicity 
while  slapping  the  government’s  wrist 
for  "inadequate  planning.”  The  next 
week,  another  scandal  which  surprised 
no  one  rocked  Pretoria,  as  leading 
pathologist  Dr.  Jonathan  Gluckman  (who 
did  the  autopsy  on  murdered  activist 
Steve  Biko)  declared.  “I  can’t  stand  it 
any  longer,”  and  revealed  files  proving 
nearly  200  blacks  who  had  died  in  deten- 
tion were  actually  murdered  by  the 
police.  As  De  Klerk  blustered  that  an 
investigation  was  under  way.  three  more 
young  men  met  their  death  that  week 
while  under  arrest. 

The  despair  and  anger  felt  by  South 


eral  strike  for  a “voluntary  shutdown  of 
industry”  by  the  bosses.  SACCOLA,  the 
South  African  Coordinating  Committee 
on  Labour  Affairs,  comprised  of  the  ten 
biggest  conglomerates  in  South  Africa, 
including  the  giant  Anglo  American  min- 
ing corporation,  tentatively  agreed  to  a 
“day  of  national  reconciliation"  August 
3 in  lieu  of  the  general  strike.  In  return. 
COSATU  pledged  to  stop  all  strikes  until 
October! 

This  was  an  attempt  to  carry  out  an 
end  run  around  De  Klerk  by  lining  up 
with  the  so-called  verligte  ("enlight- 
ened”) bourgeoisie  around  Anglo  Amer- 
ican in  a classic  "popular  front,”  like 
Spain  in  the  1930s.  As  Trotsky  wrote  in 
July  1936  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Span- 
ish Civil  War: 

“By  lulling  the  workers  and  peasants 
with  parliamentary  illusions,  by  paralyz- 
ing their  will  to  struggle,  the  People's 
Front  creates  favorable  conditions  for  the 
victory  of  fascism.  The  policy  of  coali- 
tion with  the  bourgeoisie  must  be  paid 
for  by  the  proletariat  with  years  of  new 
torments  and  sacriFice,  if  not  by  decades 
of  fascist  terror." 

The  London  Independent  (21  July)  noted 
that  "Cosatu  has  to  persuade  its  harder 
line  members — in  particular  the  dedi- 
cated Marxists  among  them — that  they 
have  not  sold  out  'the  masses’  to  ‘bour- 
geois capitalism’."  Well,  they  sure  tried, 
but  in  the  end,  it  was  SACCOLA  which 
backed  out.  on  De  Klerk’s  orders. 

The  final  agreement  was  for  a week 
of  protests  monitored  under  the  aegis  of 
the  United  Nations.  After  Mandela’s 
appearance  at  the  Security  Council,  for- 
mer U.S.  secretary  of  state  Cyrus  Vance 
was  dispatched  as  a special  envoy  to 
the  De  Klerk  regime  ( New  York  Times, 
17  July).  South  African  foreign  minister 
Pik  Botha  thought  Vance  was  a good 
choice — not  surprising,  since  Vance 
played  a major  role  in  covering  up  evi- 
dence of  joint  Israeli-South  African 
nuclear  testing  in  1979  (see  Seymour 
Hersh,  The  Samson  Option).  Now  a 
UN-supervised  "transition"  h la  Zim- 
babwe is  the  ANC’s  sellout  of  choice. 

As  anyone  knows  who  recalls  the 


U.S.’  vicious  slaughter  in  Iraq,  the  UN 
is  a Fig  leaf  for  U.S.  imperialism,  and 
that's  precisely  why  Mandela  wants  it. 
The  man  to  whom  the  oppressed  black 
population  looked  to  lead  them  to  equal- 
ity holds  the  petty-bourgeois  nationalist 
view  that  anything  is  preferable  to  work- 
ers revolution,  even  alliances  with  the 
bloody  “New  World  Order"  which  has 
always  backed  apartheid  South  Africa  to 
the  hilt. 

Meanwhile,  competing  black  nation- 
alists of  the  Pan-Africanist  Congress 
(PAC)  and  the  NACTU  labor  federation 
it  leads,  as  well  as  the  Azanian  People’s 
Organisation  (AZAPO),  opposed  the 
general  strike,  arguing  that  it  is  an  ANC 
pressure  tactic  on  “negotiations"  which 
they  claim  to  oppose.  In  fact  this  puts 
PAC  and  AZAPO  in  a bloc  with  Buthe- 
lezi’s  Inkatha,  which  is  ordering  its 
worker-troops  to  scab  on  the  strike  in 
the  interests  of  the  apartheid  rulers.  PAC 
complained  that  ANC  loyalists  were 
“bullying  residents”  into  obeying  the 
strike  call. 

Revolutionaries  would  seek  to  inter- 
vene in  the  present  "general  strike"  and 
transform  it  from  a protest  into  a seri- 
ous class  mobilization  pointing  to  the 
struggle  for  power.  But  showing  that 
its  stance  "against  collaboration”  is  a 
complete  fraud,  PAC  met  with  Cyrus 
Vance  in  Johannesburg  on  July  23.  PAC 
leader  Benny  Alexander  declared,  "If  we 
could  have  the  international  community 
involved... there  is  no  reason  not  to  be 
in  CODESA”  (IPS,  29  July).  PAC  also 
met  with  the  De  Klerk  government  in 
Nigeria  in  April,  at  a meeting  it  pro- 
claimed as  "preparatory”  to  a major  sum- 
mit between  the  two  sides  ( Weekly  Mail, 
10  April). 

When  black  auto  workers  at  Mercedes- 
Benz  in  East  London  had  their  strike 
squashed  in  1990  by  SACP/COSATU 
stars  Joe  Slovo  and  Moses  Mayekiso. 
the  strikers  bitterly  quipped  about  the 
new  “tribe”  of  sellout  bureaucrats,  the 
“WaBenzi,"  wheeling  around  in  their 
Mercedes.  Today,  anger  is  rising  as  this 
cynical  layer  reaps  the  perks  of  the  cap- 
italist "good  life”  for  themselves.  When 
ANC  international  affairs  director  Thabo 
Mbeki's  BMW  was  stolen  recently,  the 
MK  got  it  back  for  him.  Oliver  Tambo’s 
new  3 million  rand  ($1.1  million)  house 
was  bought  and  paid  for  by  Lonrho,  an 
international  conglomerate  which  owns 
the  Western  Platinum  Mines  of  South 
Africa.  And  while  millions  of  blacks 
eke  out  an  existence  in  the  squatters 
camps  and  bantustan  hellholes,  dodging 
Inkatha  spears  and  police  gunfire,  ANC 
leader  Cyril  Ramaphosa  is  moving  in 
next  door  to  Anglo  American’s  retired 
chairman  Harry  Oppenheimer  in  the 
posh  suburb  of  Brenthurst.  As  the  Finan- 
cial Times  (29  June)  snidely  remarked, 
"Who  knows  what  disputes  may  now  be 
settled  by  a neighbourly  chat  between 
two  of  South  Africa’s  most  formidable 
power  brokers.” 

South  Africa  is  experiencing  an 
upsurge  of  mass  struggle.  The  bourgeois 
press  is  screaming  as  scabs  find  them- 
selves pelted  with  rocks  and  their  cars 
torched.  The  Weekly  Mail  quotes  labor 
observer  Pat  Stone  that  "in  the  super- 
charged political  climate,”  the  current 
strikes  are  reminiscent  of  the  big  labor 
battles  in  rail  in  1989,  adding:  "We  are 
now  going  back  to  the  Eighties,  when 
strikes  were  viewed  by  communities  as 
directed  against  apartheid." 

The  combative  South  African  black 
proletariat  has  been  uniquely  receptive 
to  the  fight  for  communism,  raising  the 
red  flag  with  hammer  and  sickle  in 
strikes  and  demonstrations,  as  it  sees 
before  it  an  implacable  enemy  in  apart- 
heid capitalism.  Yet  its  road  to  power  is 
centrally  blocked  by... the  “Commu- 
nists" of  the  SACP.  In  reality,  these  ref- 
ormists lie  the  workers  to  the  racist  rulers 
through  COSATU ’s  perpetual  "popular 
front”  with  the  ANC.  in  turn  linked  to 
the  “ verligte " capitalists.  Break  with  the 
ANC/SACP!  Forge  an  authentic  com- 
munist party!  South  African  black  work- 
ers— claim  the  fruits  of  your  labor.  Go 
for  the  real  gold — take  the  power!  ■ 
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(continued  from  page  12) 

Bureau  Inc.,  letting  them  know  what 
they  had  coming.  Shouts  of  "Homestead 
1892,  Pittsburgh  1992"  rang  out.  recall- 
ing the  pitched  battle  against  Andrew 
Carnegie’s  Pinkertons  who  invaded 
Homestead.  Pennsylvania  during  that 
strike. 

Strikers  jammed  up  against  the  Press 
building  on  the  Boulevard  exploded  in 
rage  when  they  heard  the  presses  start 
up  around  5 a.m.  By  6:00,  with  the  crowd 
down  to  about  2,000,  cops,  reinforced 
by  sheriffs  and  the  narcotics  SWAT  team 
(!),  brought  out  their  riot  gear,  including 
four-foot  clubs.  Sell  described  what  hap- 
pened as  trucks  inside  the  walled  parking 
lot  began  to  move  and  the  cops  tried  to 
clear  the  pickets: 

"When  they  made  their  first  surge,  they 
backed  us  off  about  two  feet  and  then 
we  made  our  resurges.  We  went  right 
back  into  the  lot.  and  they  couldn’t  push 
us  out.  One  of  our  guys  said,  ‘quick,  sit 
down,  they  can’t  move  us  all.’  I’d  say  a 
good  500  or  so  people  mushroomed  out 
of  the  gates  on  both  sides.  The  truck 
backed  off.” 

After  the  pickets  sat  down  in  the  drive- 
way, the  cops  filled  two  wagons  with 
pickets.  Their  places  were  quickly  filled 
and  the  cops  soon  gave  up.  Not  one  truck 
got  out — and  more  than  a few  lost  their 
windows.  Among  the  39  arrested  that 
morning  for  "obstructing  traffic”  were 
not  only  striking  drivers  but  also  carpen- 
ters, heavy  equipment  operators,  steel 
workers.  They  were  bailed  out  by  the 
unions'  Unity  Council. 

Pittsburgh  workers  showed  all  labor 
a crucial  lesson:  mass  picket  lines 
backed  down  the  cops  and  rent-a-thugs 
and  stopped  the  scabs  cold.  Coming  on 
the  heels  of  the  UAW  bureaucracy’s 
betrayal  and  capitulation  at  Caterpillar 
three  months  ago,  Pittsburgh  workers 
showed  that  a little  hardball  goes  a long 
way.  After  years  of  the  union  tops  playing 
by  the  bosses’  rules  and  sinking  strike 
after  strike  in  the  service  of  their  Dem- 
ocratic Party  masters,  here  a highly  vis- 
ible skirmish  in  the  class  war  was  won. 
Driver  Sid  Gillis  told  WV:  “No  more  in 
this  country.  The  air  traffic  controllers, 
those  days  are  gone.  Greyhound,  those 
days  are  gone.  I’ll  be  across  the  state 
wherever  I’m  needed.  Because  it’s  over." 

Last  year  there  was  a new  low  in  the 
number  of  major  strikes:  40.  This  was 
because  of  the  labor  traitors  who  let 
PATCO  hang,  who  knifed  Greyhound 
drivers  twice,  the  pro-capitalist  union 
bureaucracy  which  began  as  anti- 
communist Cold  Warriors  at  home  and 
abroad.  They  knifed  labor  militancy  and 
then  presided  over  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  union  gains.  Last  year 
U.S.  imperialism  was  celebrating  a 
“New .World  Order.”  But  with  the  econ- 
omy dead  in  the  water,  the  rulers  of  this 
country  have  run  up  against  explosions 
of  anger  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios — 
from  L.A.  to  NYC — and  now  they’re 
getting  a whiff  of  real  class  struggle. 

The  current  strikebreaking  didn’t 
begin  with  Reagan:  the  Democrats  Carter 
and  Mondale  hit  the  miners  with  Taft- 
Hartley  and  drew  up  the  plan  to  smash 
PATCO.  Whether  presided  over  by 
George  Herbert  Walker  Bush  or  “Right 
to  Work"  Clinton,  this  government  is  the 
executive  committee  of  the  capitalist 
class.  From  the  Homestead  strike  of  1 892 
to  the  Press  strike  of  1992,  the  cops, 
courts  and  troops  will  always  be  the 
instruments  of  their  class  rule.  Union 
militants  must  oust  the  pro-Democratic 
Party  labor  fakers  in  order  to  forge  a 
workers  party  to  fight  for  a workers  gov- 
ernment, to  rip  the  power  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  capitalists  who  have  run  industry 
into  the  ground  as  they  rip  the  unions  to 
shreds.  In  Pittsburgh  that  is  clear  like 
nowhere  else. 

Iron  City— A Union  Town 

Monday  morning,  strikers  outside 
what  they  dubbed  “Fort  Scripps- 


Report  from  New  Mexico 
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EL  PASO,  August  3 — We  left  the  hall 
of  the  Border  Agricultural  Workers 
Union  (UTAF)  early  this  morning  in 
four  vans,  headed  for  Dona  Ana  County, 
New  Mexico.  The  striking  chile  pepper 
pickers  organized  by  UTAF  decided  to 
target  Loyad  Anderson,  who  farms 
3,000  acres,  because  his  harvest  is  one 
of  the  earliest,  and  a victory  here  will 
set  the  scale  for  the  whole  valley.  Ander- 
son provoked  the  strike  by  paying  only 
85  cents  for  a ten-gallon  bucket  of 
jalapehos,  far  less  than  minimum  wage 
and  40  cents  less  than  last  year.  The 
grower  is  paying  scabs  as  young  as 
eleven  years  old  as  little  as  $13  a day. 

At  the  farm,  the  70  pickets  were  able 
to  convince  at  least  50  workers  not  to 
scab,  but  almost  that  many  crossed.  As 


the  picket  line  grew,  workers  blocked 
the  entrance.  Many  of  the  strikers  have 
15  to  20  years  working  in  the  fields  of 
southern  New  Mexico.  They  chanted 
“ ,Huelga!"  and  “Borders  united  will 
never  be  defeated."  But  UTAF  organ- 
izers, citing  union  lawyers,  who  always 
tell  you  what  you  can't  do,  opened  up 
an  aisle  to  let  the  scabs  through.  Angry 
strikers  said,  "This  is  no  picket  line. 
This  isn’t  how  they  strike  in  Mexico — 
they  shut  it  down!" 

At  a picket  last  Thursday,  500  strik- 
ers were  surrounded  by  state  police  and 
migra  agents,  and  sprayed  with  pepper 
gas  by  county  sheriffs.  A number  of 
workers  were  sent  to  the  hospital  vom- 
iting. But  the  strikers  are  defiant.  Mario 
Sosa  said  the  strike  was  "our  only  hope. 


I’ve  got  children  to  feed  but  1 refuse 
to  bow  down  to  exploiters  and  cheats." 

Last  week  UTAF,  which  is  fighting  to 
organize  the  10,000  workers  in  this  $60 
million  a year  industry,  appealed  to 
other  unionists  in  the  area,  including 
Steelworkers  at  the  big  ASARCO 
smelter  and  Phelps  Dodge  workers,  to 
come  to  their  aid.  With  the  looming 
"Free  Trade  Agreement"  emboldening 
the  capitalists  to  drive  down  wages  and 
working  conditions  in  the  border  area, 
UTAF  is  fighting  for  everyone.  As  we 
go  to  press  a settlement  is  reported 
which  would  establish  certain  union 
rights.  Bring  out  the  power  of  lal-oi 
on  both  sides  of  the  border — includ- 
ing "hot  cargoing"  scab  produce — to 
organize  the  whole  industry! 


Howard”  were  waiting  for  the  Press 
Company’s  next  move.  Some  papers  had 
been  brought  into  town  during  the 
night.  Roving  pickets  were  dispatched 
to  suburban  distribution  sites,  where 
scabs  and  rent-a-thugs  were  working 
and  sleeping  in  abandoned  supermarkets. 
Only  a few  thousand  papers  reached  the 
streets,  and  hundreds  of  those  were  piled 
up  against  the  front  door  of  the  Press 
building  during  the  day  by  angry  Pitts- 
burgh workers  as  the  pickets  cheered. 
This  is  a union  town. 

The  company  was  screaming  like  a 
stuck  pig.  Mayor  Sophie  Masloff,  facing 
a solid  front  of  area  unions,  had  declared 
the  city  wouldn’t  advertise  in  a newspa- 
per produced  by  non-union  out-of- 
towners.  Allegheny  County  judge  Lee 
Mazur  put  off  a hearing  on  an  injunction 
until  the  next  day,  July  28.  And  as  union 
strike  supporters  left  the  picket  lines  to 
go  to  work,  others  left  work  at  construc- 
tion sites  and  offices  to  replace  them. 

During  the  afternoon  a few  hundred 
workers  continued  to  man  the  lines.  A 
contingent  of  miners  came  from  UMW 
Local  9636,  on  strike  for  three  years 
against  Aloe  Coal  Company  outside  of 
Pittsburgh.  UMW  chief  Trumka’s  "selec- 
tive strike”  strategy  has  left  strike  after 
strike  to  twist  in  the  wind.  State  workers 
in  AFSCME,  Machinists,  UFCW  work- 
ers who  had  struck  Giant  Eagle  foods 
for  six  weeks  last  summer  were  there. 
Building  tradesmen  coming  off  work 
said  they  were  ready  for  a city  wide  strike. 

A few  steel  workers  were  on  the  lines, 
only  a shadow  of  the  tens  of  thousands 
who  once  worked  in  the  furnaces  and 
mills  along  the  Monongahela  Valley 
until  big  steel  shut  down  here.  The  sky 
used  to  be  orange  with  the  dust  and  dirt 
from  the  mills  in  the  Mon  Valley.  The 
Press  strikers  have  seen  the  capitalists 
destroy  tens  of  thousands  of  union  jobs 
in  steel.  On  a July  28  ABC  Nightline 
program  on  the  strike,  former  USWA 
Local  1397  grievance  chairman  Mike 
Stout  described  the  destruction  of  the 
Homestead  plant  by  U.S.  Steel: 

“I  went  through  a plant  shutdown;  I saw 
6,000  people  I work  with  lose  their  jobs. 


I saw  five  people  within  a year  commit 
suicide,  73  people  I knew  personally  die 
of  strokes,  heart  attacks  and  cancer.  The 
[Pre.r.r  strikers]  and  their  families  know 
what’s  in  store  for  them." 

What  happened  at  Homestead  was 
repeated  up  and  down  the  Mon  Valley. 
Between  1979  and  1987  the  Pittsburgh 
area  lost  127,500  manufacturing  jobs, 
half  of  those  in  basic  steel  (John  P.  Hoerr, 
And  the  Wolf  Finally  Came — The  Decline 
of  the  American  Steel  Industry.  Pitts- 
burgh, 1988).  In  the  three  decades  be- 
tween 1958  and  1987  the  Pittsburgh  area 
lost  70  percent  of  its  manufacturing  jobs. 
While  the  Mellons  brag  of  attracting  cor- 
porate headquarters  to  the  Golden  Tri- 
angle. almost  half  the  people  have  gone, 
mostly  to  low-wage  non-union  jobs  in 
the  South  and  West. 

This  Crew  Was 
Something  Else” 

Despite  moving  some  trucks  around 
the  lot,  the  company  never  even  tried 
to  run  papers  out  of  the  downtown 
plant  on  Tuesday.  Most  of  the  action  was 
out  by  the  distribution  centers,  where 
papers  printed  in  Stevensville,  Canada 
were  brought  in  by  tractor-trailer.  But 
again  the  roving  pickets  kept  them 
mostly  shut  down.  Suburban  mayors, 
eager  to  avoid  a confrontation,  even 
closed  some  centers  for  building  and  fire 
code  violations. 

The  mass  picket  on  Monday  morning 
had  shaken  the  Press  Company’s  battle 
plans.  One  of  the  scabherders  from  SB  I 
complained  in  court  during  an  attempt 
to  get  an  injunction  against  the  pick- 
ets: “I  worked  a lot  of  strikes  in  my 
life.  This  crew  was  something  else." 
With  the  judge  pressuring  the  company 
to  cease  publishing  and  the  union  tops 
to  withdraw  the  mass  pickets,  on  Tues- 
day afternoon  a company  vice  president 
announced  they  were  giving  up  publica- 
tion of  the  scab  rag.  (The  Newspaper 
Guild,  which  represents  writers  at  the 
Post-Gazette,  criminally  decided  to  go 
to  work,  only  "withholding  bylines  as  a 
show  of  solidarity.") 

That  night  over  6,000  unionists  gath- 


ered across  from  the  entrance  to  the 
Press  in  solidarity  with  the  strike. 
Although  called  by  the  union  bureaucrats 
as  a "prayer  vigil"  (including  inviting 
Press  management!)  there  were  ringing 
chants  of  “Scabs  Out"  and  "Union, 
Union”  as  workers  again  surrounded  the 
plant.  A black  electrician  from  IBEW 
Local  5 told  of  how  his  entire  job  site 
was  poised  to  walk  out  that  day  if  the 
Press  continued  to  publish.  Over  100 
warehousemen  from  Teamster  Local  636 
gathered  in  front  of  the  gate  with  a huge 
"Stop  Scabs"  sign. 

Teachers  marched  alongside  transit 
workers,  who  were  ordered  back  to 
work  last  spring  when  the  ATU  bureau- 
crats caved  in  to  a back-to-work  order. 
Women  motel  workers,  members  of 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Local  57,  were 
furious  their  local  bureaucrats  refused 
to  do  anything  about  the  over  140  scabs 
staying  at  the  Best  Western  on  Green- 
tree  Road. 

The  next  day.  when  the  company 
moved  out  some  trucks,  pickets  de- 
manded they  be  able  to  inspect  anything 
leaving.  A pressman  told  WV  that  one 
truck  was  full  of  bulletproof  vests  the 
thugs  had  stockpiled.  But  Thursday,  the 
union  tops  removed  the  small  picket 
lines  that  remained  after  the  Press 
stopped  publishing.  With  their  faith  in 
federal  mediation  and  reliance  on  a boy- 
cott of  capitalist  advertisers,  the  union 
chiefs  are  perfectly  capable  of  snatch- 
ing defeat  out  of  the  jaws  of  victory. 
Teamster  Local  211  tops  have  already 
declared  that  “We  were  never  opposed 
to  giving  up  jobs,"  only  “the  way  they 
went  about  it.” 

Pittsburgh  labor  didn’t  pour  out  in 
solidarity  for  more  givebacks.  We  said 
in  our  last  issue  and  we  repeat:  "Before 
the  Press  bosses  try  to  start  production, 
the  strikers  should  occupy  the  plant  and 
seize  the  presses.  This  would  electrify 
the  Pittsburgh  labor  movement  and  the 
militant  miners  for  miles  around.  Team- 
sters, do  your  stuff!"  Pittsburgh  labor: 
win  this  strike,  win  it  now  a.  d vi  ii  it 
big!  Send  the  message  around  the  coun- 
try: the  strikebreaking  stops  here!  m 
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5,000-Strong  Picket  Stops  Scab  Paper 


Pittsburgh 

Workers 

Play 

Hardball 


PITTSBURGH— "We  whipped  them. 
They  took  on  the  Teamsters  and  can’t 
handle  it,"  a Pittsburgh  Press  newspaper 
driver  proudly  declared.  The  Press  had 
tried  to  run  a scab  paper  for  two  days. 
But  they  were  met  by  thousands  of  work- 
ers who  massed  in  front  of  the  plant.  As 
word  traveled  down  the  line  that  the 
Press  was  suspending  publication,  pick- 
eters  cheered. 

Another  driver  said  the  stakes  were 
high:  “This  was  where  a stand  had  to  be 
taken.”To  hell  with  begging  the  capitalist 
Congress  for  bills  against  “replacement 
workers."  You  stop  scabs  by  mobilizing 
the  power  of  labor!  After  a decade  and 
more  of  vicious  union-busting  coast  to 
coast — after  PATCO,  Greyhound.  Hor- 
mel.  Eastern  and  Caterpillar — the  mass 
pickets  outside  the  scab  Press  said:  It 
stops  here! 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  company  claims 


the  scabs  are  leaving  town.  But  Press 
Co.  is  still  demanding  the  elimination 
of  hundreds  of  jobs.  They’re  trying  to 
get  back  from  the  federal  mediator  at 
the  bargaining  table  what  they  lost  in 
the  streets.  Press  workers:  Don’t  be 
suckered!  You've  won  a big  round,  now 
keep  the  bosses  and  their  scabs  on  the 
run!  Occupy  the  plant  and  ring  it  with 
pickets — Stop  the  Press'. 

For  over  two  months.  Teamster  drivers 
of  Local  211  stood  solid  against  the 
Press.  (The  morning  Post-Gazette, 
which  is  published  by  the  Press  Com- 
pany as  part  of  a joint  operating  agree- 
ment, was  also  shut  down.)  The  Scripps- 
Howard  owners  of  the  Press,  who  are 
out  to  wipe  out  the  drivers’ jobs  and  over 
4,500  youth  carriers,  announced  in  mid- 
July  they  would  resume  publication  after 
the  24th.  So  the  stage  was  set  for  a show- 
down. Teamster  negotiator  and  spokes- 


man Joe  Pass  declared.  “If  they  want  to 
play  hardball,  we’ll  play  hardball." 

On  Sunday  evening,  July  26.  shortly 
after  5:00  p.m.,  the  Teamsters  threw  up 
picket  lines  at  the  Press  Company  build- 
ing. Until  then,  the  Teamster  tops  had 
refused  to  set  up  lines  and  call  on  the 
other  newspaper  unions  to  strike.  The 
Press  has  continued  to  publish  a twice- 
a-week  scab  rag  called  the  Allegheny 
Bulletin,  which  is  brought  into  the  city 
by  Teamster  UPS  drivers  and  mailed  by 
union  postal  workers. 

But  now  unionists  from  all  over  the 
city  poured  onto  the  Boulevard  of  the 
Allies.  Strike  headquarters  is  in  the  Steel- 
workers building  next  door  to  the  Press. 
A steamfitter  told  WV  that  workers  know 
“this  is  a crucial  last  stand  for  labor 
in  Western  Pennsylvania."  There  were 
electricians,  carpenters  and  hundreds 
of  other  building  tradesmen.  Teamsters 


from  sister  locals  in  freight,  delivery  and 
warehouse  came  wearing  "Stop  Scabs" 
T-shirts.  Machinists,  AFSCME  and  Ser- 
vice Employees  came  out. 

Mass  Pickets  Stop  the  Press 

By  Sunday  midnight  over  5,000  work- 
ers were  prepared  for  battle.  David  Sell, 
a Teamster  driver  later  arrested  stopping 
the  scab  trucks,  told  WV:  "The  street  was 
full  from  that  red  light  to  this  red  light 
all  the  way  across;  it  was  the  greatest 
thing  you've  ever  seen."  Chants  of 
"Union.  Union!"  and  “Scabs  Go  Home!” 
rang  through  downtown.  When  negotia- 
tions recessed  in  the  Hilton  across  the 
street,  thousands  of  pickets  ringed  the 
block  including  the  Press  building. 

Picketers  knew  the  strikebreakers  had 
pick  handles  inside.  Strikers  yelled  at 
the  hated  brownshirt  thugs  from  Security 
continued  on  page  II 
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Mobilize  Labor  to  Defend  Immigrants! 


Smash  Nazi  Pogroms 
in  Germany! 


BERLIN,  August  31 — Horror  scenes  of  racist  terror 
from  the  northern  seaport  and  shipbuilding  center  of 
Rostock  have  shocked  the  world.  Culminating  nights 
of  pogrom  assaults,  the  fascist  killers  set  the  immigrant 
dormitory  in  the  working-class  satellite  city  of  Lich- 
tenhagen  aflame.  Some  115  Vietnamese  workers  and 
their  families  barely  escaped  death  by  clambering  onto 
the  roof.  As  in  the  1938  Kristallnacht  pogrom  against 
Jews,  the  Nazis  wanted  to  burn  the  immigrants  alive. 
Earlier,  hundreds  of  rampaging  fascist  skinheads  had 
beset  the  building  housing  refugees  seeking  asylum, 
particularly  targeting  Roma  and  Cinti  (Gypsies).  Sev- 
eral thousand  local  residents  cheered  them  on.  many 
yelling  "Foreigners  out!"  and  some  chanting  "Sieg 
Heil!"  and  giving  the  stiff-arm  Hitler  salute. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  capitalist  reunification  of  Ger- 
many which  destroyed  the  DDR  deformed  workers 
slate,  mass  unemployment  has  surpassed  that  of  the 
depths  of  the  Great  Depression.  With  almost  half  of  the 
workforce — more  than  four  million  people — thrown 
out  of  work,  the  climate  of  desperation  has  created  a 
fertile  breeding  ground  for  fascism.  Immigrant  workers 
are  being  used  as  scapegoats  not  just  by  the  Nazis  but 
by  the  rulers  of  the  Fourth  Reich  Bitterness  which 
could  and  should  be  turned  against  the  masters  of  Ger- 
man imperialism  instead  fuels  the  flames  of  fascism, 
as  all  the  major  parties  push  anti-immigrant  hysteria 
and  racism.  Our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist  Workers 
Party  (SpAD)  have  called  and  fought  to  mobilize  the 
continued  on  page  8 


Murderous  Nazi  mobs  torch  Vietnamese  workers’  hostel  in  Rostock  as  anti-immigrant  terror  spreads 
through  German  cities. 


Bush  Election  Plov:  Bombing  for  Votes 


U.S.  Targets  Iraq,  Again 


Estrade/AFP 


With  his  presidential  campaign  foundering  on  reefs 
of  economic  bad  news.  George  Bush  is  looking  for  an 
instant  replay  of  the  slaughter  unleashed  last  year 
against  the  Iraqi  people  in  “Operation  Desert  Storm." 
After  a high-level  leak  to  the  New  York  Times  spiked 
a White  House  plan  to  pulverize  Saddam  Hussein’s 
defense  ministries  during  the  Republican  convention 
in  Houston,  now  U.S.  fighter  jets  armed  with  air-to-air 
missiles  are  streaking  over  Iraq  looking  to  shoot  down 
anything  that  pops  up  in  their  cross  hairs,  whether  from 
the  air  or  ground. 

This  is  hyped  as  establishing  a "no-fly  zone" — mean- 
ing the  Iraqis  can't  fly  in  their  own  country,  but  the 
Americans  can.  This  time  around,  the  U.S.  isn't  even 
bothering  about  claiming  "UN"  endorsement — which 
was  always  just  a cover  to  salve  liberal  consciences. 
The  "no-fly"  provocation  is  brought  to  you  directly  by 
something  alternately  called  the  "coalition"  or  the 
"allies."  code  word  for  U.S..  British  and  French  impe- 
rialism. As  fighter  planes  launched  from  Navy  aircraft 
carriers  strut  their  high-tech  hardware,  and  2,400  U.S. 
troops  carry  out  “training  exercises"  in  Kuwait,  we 
Marxists  denounce  this  criminal  imperialist  aggression, 

George  Bush  wants  to  remind  people  of  what  he 
views  as  his  greatest  triumph,  the  Persian  Gulf  War. 
We  don't  forget — and  the  Iraqi  people  certainly 
won’t — "Operation  Desert  Slaughter,"  that  horrendous 
massacre  that  led  to  the  destruction  of  a country,  as 
continued  on  page  4 
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Pennsylvania  Gears  Up  Death  Machine 

Mobilize  Now  to 


Save  Mumia 

As  Bush  and  Clinton  fight  for  the  title 
of  death  penalty  president,  Pennsylva- 
nia's Democratic  governor  Robert  Casey 
is  gearing  up  that  state’s  murder 
machine.  Two  weeks  ago  the  Philadel- 
phia Daily  News  reported  that  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney’s  office  is  pressuring 
Casey  to  put  an  end  to  the  state’s  30-year 
moratorium  on  execution.  Casey,  the 
"pro-life”  signatory  of  the  draconian 
anti-abortion  law  upheld  by  the  Supreme 
Court  last  June,  has  made  no  secret  of 
his  lusting  to  preside  over  Pennsylva- 
nia’s next  "legal"  lynching. 

Foremost  among  those  in  the  govern- 
ment’s sights  is  death  row  political  pris- 
oner Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  A former  Black 
Panther  Party  spokesman,  supporter  of 


Abu-Jamal! 

the  Philadelphia  MOVE  organization 
and  acclaimed  journalist  known  as  the 
“voice  of  the  voiceless,"  Jamal  has  been 
on  death  row  for  ten  years,  framed  on 
charges  of  killing  a Phi  I ly  cop  in  1981. 
For  his  political  activities,  Jamal  had 
been  a target  of  Philly  mayor  Frank  Riz- 
zo’s racist  cops  for  more  than  a decade. 
In  the  early  morning  hours  of  9 Decem- 
ber 1981  they  put  a bullet  in  Jamal’s 
chest  and  then  railroaded  him  in  a classic 
Southern-style  racist  frame-up. 

It  was  Mumia  Abu-Jamal’s  political 
beliefs  that  were  on  trial  in  that  Phila- 
delphia courtroom,  and  exhibits  A to  Z 
for  the  prosecution  were  his  Panther 
Parly  background.  Philadelphia's  notori- 
ous hanging  judge  Sabo,  personally 


How  to  Save  the  Unions 

Labor  Unions  and  union  gains  won  through 
decades  of  struggle  have  been  ripped  up 
in  recent  years  as  the  bureaucrats  prove 
once  again  that  they  are  truly  the  "labor 
lieutenants  of  the  capitalist  class."  Fearing 
real  class  struggle  like  the  plague,  they  coun- 
sel anything  but — from  impotent  "corporate 
campaigns"  and  consumer  boycotts  to  racist 
protectionism.  The  industrial  unions  were 
TROTSKY  built  through  sharp  class  battles  in  the  LENIN 

1930s — including  sit-down  strikes  and  mass 
pickets — after  the  racist  AFL  tops  had  demonstrated  through  repeated  defeats  the 
bankruptcy  of  narrow  craft  unionism.  Speaking  in  1920  of  the  reliance  on  church  groups 
and  other  supposed  "friends  of  labor"  by  the  New  York  union  bureaucrats,  James  P. 
Cannon,  a former  IWW  activist,  early  leader  of  the  American  Communist  Party  and 
founder  of  American  Trotskyism,  emphasized  that  key  to  defending  the  unions  was  a revo- 
lutionary program  to  sweep  away  capitalism. 


Civic  bodies,  church  forums,  "non-labor  organizations” — the  elements  who  go  to 
make  up  such  groupings  are  poor  props  for  the  unions  to  seek  to  lean  upon.  They  may 
"feel”  for  organized  labor,  but  the  organized  workers  never  feel  it  in  the  shape  of 
substantial  support  in  their  fight. 

The  "open  shop"  campaign  is  one  of  the  manifestations  of  a state  of  war  that  exists 
in  society  between  two  opposing  classes:  the  producers  and  the  parasites.  This  war 
cuts  through  the  whole  population  like  a great  dividing  sword;  it  creates  two  hostile 
camps  and  puts  every  man  in  his  place  in  one  or  the  other.  Those  to  whom  the  New 
York  unions  would  turn  for  aid  are  beneficiaries  of  the  present  system  of  labor 
exploitation.  Their  interests  lie  with  the  system  and.  as  a general  rule,  people  do  not 
allow  their  sympathies  to  interfere  seriously  with  their  interests.  They  live  in  the  camp 
of  the  enemy.  Their  material  welfare  is  bound  up  with  those  who  aim  to  destroy  the 
unions.... 

Let  the  labor  unions  put  aside  their  illusions;  let  them  face  the  issue  squarely  and 
fight  it  out  on  the  basis  of  the  class  struggle.  Instead  of  seeking  peace  when  there  is 
no  peace,  and  "understanding"  with  those  who  do  not  want  to  understand,  let  them 
declare  war  on  the  whole  capitalist  regime.  That  is  the  way  to  save  the  unions  and  to 
make  them  grow  in  the  face  of  adversity  and  become  powerful  war  engines  for  the 
destruction  of  capitalism  and  the  reorganization  of  society  on  the  foundation  of 
working  class  control  in  industry  and  government. 


— James  P.  Cannon,  "Who  Can  Save  the  Unions?"  (May  1921) 
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WV  Pholo 


Philadelphia,  August  8:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  must  not  die! 


responsible  for  nearly  20  percent  of 
Pennsylvania’s  death  row  population, 
permitted  the  prosecutor  to  repeatedly 
question  Jamal  about  a newspaper  inter- 
view in  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  he  had 
given  12  years  earlier,  at  the  age  of  16. 
In  the  interview  Jamal  was  quoted  as 
saying.  “Political  power  grows  out  of  the 
barrel  of  a gun.”  The  assistant  D.A.  suc- 
cessfully argued  to  the  jury  that  this  Pan- 
ther history  proved  Jamal  must  be  a “cop 
killer." 

The  racist  death  penalty  is  a center- 
piece  of  this  depraved  ruling  class’  appa- 
ratus of  state  terror.  The  U.S.  leads  all 
industrialized  countries  in  executing  its 
own  citizens.  As  the  urban  centers 
become  increasingly  deindustrialized, 
throwing  hundreds  of  thousands  out  on 
the  streets,  the  government's  blood- 
lust  grows  ever  greater.  In  the  1987 
McCleskey  case  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
gave  its  seal  of  approval  to  the  racist 
application  of  the  death  penalty.  The 
high  court  of  American  capitalism  is  on 
a crusade  to  eliminate  the  age-old  right 
of  habeas  corpus  challenges  to  state 
court  death  sentences.  In  April,  the 
Reagan-Rehnquist  court  ordered  Califor- 
nia to  kill  Robert  Alton  Harris,  and 
stayed  up  all  night  to  make  sure  the 
Ninth  Circuit  Court  didn't  block  the  gas 
chamber.  This  was  the  first  execution  in 
the  "Golden  State”  in  25  years,  sending 
a signal  to  open  the  floodgates  of  exe- 
cution around  the  country. 

The  rush  to  execute  is  bipartisan.  In 
January,  Bill  Clinton  left  the  campaign 
trail  to  personally  supervise  the  execu- 
tion of  Rickey  Ray  Rector,  a 40-year-old 
brain-damaged  black  man.  Governor 
Clinton  has  already  set  execution  dates 
for  24  others  on  Arkansas’  death  row. 
And  in  May,  black  Democratic  governor 
Douglas  Wilder  refused  to  stop  the  stale 
murder  of  Roger  Coleman.  Court  after 
court  refused  to  hear  evidence  of  Cole- 
man’s innocence  because  his  attorneys 
initially  filed  his  appeal  one  day  late. 
Today,  in  Texas,  Leonel  Herrera  awaits 
death  on  charges  of  killing  two  police 
officers  in  1981.  having  presented  evi- 
dence of  his  innocence.  Herrera’s  appeal 
is  before  the  Supreme  Court,  which  is 
expected  to  endorse  the  state's  argument 
that  Herrera's  innocence  is  not  constitu- 
tionally “relevant.” 

To  the  rulers  of  this  country  guilt  or 
innocence  doesn't  matter  when  the  vic- 
tim of  state  murder  is  poor,  black  or  His- 
panic. like  most  of  the  2,500  men  and 
women  on  death  row.  And  when  the 
“condemned"  is  an  anti-racist  fighter 
like  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  they  will  stop  at 
nothing  to  make  sure  he  dies.  It  is  for 
those  militant  fighters  against  state 
repression  like  Jamal — the  Haymarket 
martyrs,  Sacco  and  Vanzetti,  the  Rosen- 
bergs — that  the  American  ruling  class 
maintains  this  ultimate  form  of  slate 
terror. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has 
played  a leading  role  in  the  campaign  to 
save  Jamal — from  organizing  protests  in 
cities  around  the  world  to  distributing 


tens  of  thousands  of  pieces  of  literature 
publicizing  his  fight  against  this  racist 
legal  lynching.  Nearly  40,000  people 
have  signed  petitions,  and  labor  organi- 
zations representing  millions  of  workers 
worldwide — longshoremen,  auto  work- 
ers, hospital  workers,  the  Coalition  of 
Black  Trade  Unionists,  and  many  more — 
have  already  taken  a stand  for  Jamal.  We 
cannot  wait  for  an  execution  warrant  to 
be  signed.  We  must  mobilize  now!  It  will 
take  mass  struggle  to  stop  the  killing 
machine,  and  it  will  take  a workers  rev- 
olution to  put  it  out  of  business  once  and 
for  all.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  must  not  die! 


An  Injury  to  One 
Is  an  Injury  to  All 

Election  year  USA:  the  Republican 
Party’s  ultraright  platform  and  the  Dem- 
ocrats' appeal  to  recapture  the  white  rac- 
ist vote.  No  matter  who  wins,  the  next 
four  years  promise  no  letup  from  the 
wholesale  attacks  on  labor,  minorities 
and  fundamental  rights.  Speedup  on 
death  row.  escalating  cop  terror,  anti- 
labor repression  and  "drug  war"  terror- 
ization of  the  ghettos  and  workplaces — 
this  is  the  face  of  America's  creeping 
“democratic"  police  state. 

The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  non- 
sectarian, legal  and  social  defense  organ- 
ization affiliated  with  the  Spartacist 
League.  From  our  labor/black  mobiliza- 
tions to  stop  KKK  terror,  to  defense  of 
imprisoned  fighters  against  racist  capi- 
talist state  repression,  the  PDC  is  guided 
by  the  old  Industrial  Workers  of  the 
World  principle  that  “an  injury  to  one  is 
an  injury  to  all." 

Six  years  ago  the  PDC  revived  a lost 
tradition  of  the  Communist  Party’s  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  of  sending 
monthly  stipends  to  class-war  prisoners. 
Currently  we  send  stipends  to  18  impris- 
oned victims  of  capitalist  state  re- 
pression— including  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
former  Black  Panther  Party  leader 
Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Ravenswood 
striker  Robert  Buck  and  members  of  the 
Philadelphia  MOVE  organization. 

Robert  Buck,  27  years  old,  a popular 
member  of  Steelworkers  Local  5668  at 
Ravenswood,  West  Virginia,  has  been  in 
prison  since  last  January,  railroaded  by 
the  federal  government  for  defending  his 
union  and  job  from  the  scabs  and  thugs 
brought  in  by  Ravenswood  Aluminum 
Corporation.  He  was  arrested  for  refus- 
ing to  become  a rat  for  the  feds.  Arrested 
on  charges  of  possessing  an  explosive 
device,  after  the  feds  alleged  that  he  and 
another  USWA  member  threw  a small 
homemade  black  powder  charge  outside 
the  home  of  a scab.  Buck  was  threatened 
with  imprisonment  unless  he  agreed  to 
wear  a wire  and  spy  on  his  brothers 
at  union  headquarters.  Buck  refused  and 
was  slapped  with  a prison  stretch  of 
33  months,  sent  far  away  from  home  and 
continued  on  page  8 
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Saddam  and  Gomorrah 

Woody  Allen  Crucified 
on  “Family  Values” 


as  Bush’s  bogeyman,  maybe  Woody  will. 
There’s  something  about  the  American 
ruling  class  that  periodically  requires  an 
“enemy  within” — some  resurgence  per- 
haps of  ancient  Puritan  witchhunting 
instincts  on  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
Salem  witch  trials.  Why  Woody  Allen? 
The  angst-ridden,  bespectacled  film- 
maker is  being  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of 
reactionary  “family  values,"  targeted  by 
the  Republicans  as  part  of  the  “cultural 
elite,"  the  quintessential  New  York  Jew- 
ish intellectual.  As  Times  critic  Walter 
Goodman  wrote,  in  an  article  headlined 
“Woody  Allen  as  Metaphor  in  Campaign 
for  President,"  as  it  played  in  Houston 
“the  Manhattan  story  is  a morality  tale 
on  the  paths  of  godlessness.” 

The  Republicans  have  seized  with 
fiendish  glee  on  the  celebrated  film 
director  as  symbolizing  all  that’s  wrong 
with  the  USA.  Fresh  from  their  eerie, 
hateful  "family  values”  convention  at  the 
Astrodome,  they  grabbed  what  would 
have  been  just  another  NYC  summer 
sex  scandal  and  slammed  the  Democrats 
for  having  a “Woody  Allen  platform." 
Republican  Newt  Gingrich  told  a Bush 
campaign  rally  that  Allen  is  “a  perfect 
model  of  Bill  Clinton’s  Democratic  val- 
ues” and  that  "Woody  Allen  having  non- 
incest with  a non-daughter  to  whom  he 
is  a non-father  because  they  were  a non- 
family fits  the  Democratic  platform  per- 
fectly" ( Daily  News , 26  August).  So  if 
he  really  understood  “family  values” 
he’d  have  had  real  incest  with  a real 
daughter,  the  good  old-fashioned  Amer- 
ican way? 

In  fact,  as  Allen  said  at  a rare  press 
conference,  “In  the  end,  the  one  thing  I 
have  been  guilty  of  is  falling  in  love 
with  Mia  Farrow’s  adult  daughter  at  the 
end  of  our  years  together."  Woody’s  new 
love  is  Farrow's  adopted  daughter  Soon- 


Yi,  a college  sophomore.  At  his  press 
conference,  he  issued  a hard,  outraged 
denial  of  Farrow's  charges  (made  after 
she  found  out  about  the  affair)  that 
he  molested  their  adopted  daughter 
Dylan,  7.  in  an  attic  in  her  Connecticut 
home.  As  he  told  Newsweek,  “First  of 
all,  I couldn’t  find  the  attic  in  Mia’s 
house....  I’m  a famous  claustrophobic; 
wild  horses  couldn’t  get  me  into  an 
attic."  He  denounced  the  dirty  frame-up: 
“this,  my  lawyers  tell  me,  is  a currently 
popular  though  heinous  card  played  in 
all  too  many... child-custody  fights" 
(People,  31  August). 

In  NYC,  the  split-up  inspired  the  usual 
tabloid  feeding  frenzy,  temporarily 
obscuring  even  Fergie  the  Duchess  of 
York’s  bare-breasted  frolics  with  a bald- 
headed  Texas  billionaire.  Vicious  quotes 
from  the  famous  were  breathlessly 
retailed,  like  Mia’s  mom  Maureen 
O’Sullivan's  statement.  “Maybe  Soon- 
Yi  was  charmed  by  an  old  man  of 
fame... who  is  old  enough  to  be  her 
grandfather.  I’m  revolted."  How  soon 
they  forget;  the  London  Independent  (22 
August)  recalled  that  when  Mia  married 
Frank  Sinatra,  "She  was  20,  he  was 
50,  an  age  difference  that  did  not 
upset  O’Sullivan  at  the  time."  Her  next 
hubby,  conductor  Andre  Previn,  "was  16 
years  her  senior.  Previn’s  wife,  Dory, 
inspired  by  Farrow's  role  in  the  court- 
ship, wrote  a song  called  'Beware  of 
Young  Girls'.” 

The  scandal  has  been  fed  by  bourgeois 
feminists  who  buy  into  "family  values" 
reaction,  taking  up  cudgels  in  defense  of 
the  “compulsive  adopter,”  earth  mother 
Mia.  Village  Voice  columnist  Cynthia 
Heimel  let  loose  a keen  of  betrayal  in 
her  hysterical  "Woody,  We  Hardly  Knew 
Ye"  column.  “Our  hero  has  destroyed 
himself  in  front  of  our  horror-stricken 
eyes,”  she  moans.  Woody  turns  out  to 


be,  she  says,  “yet  another  man. . . who  dis- 
cards his  mate  for  someone  one-third  his 
age."  They  do  do  that,  don’t  they?  But 
so  long  as  sexual  relations  are  genuinely 
consensual,  it’s  nobody’s  business  but 
those  involved. 

We’ll  Take  Manhattan 

So  what  is  all  this  sordid  froth  to  the 
Republicans?  At  this  year's  fear  and 
loathing  extravaganza  in  Houston,  cops 
and  goons  roughed  up  gays  and  "media 
elite”  reporters.  Even  conservatives 
dubbed  Bush’s  bully  boys  the  “Hitler 
youth."  Religious  bigots  target  openly 
gay  lifestyles,  women  having  abortions 
and  anything  they  see  as  a “threat"  to 
the  monogamous  bourgeois  family,  a key 
conservatizing  force  and  the  bedrock 
social  institution  of  capitalist  society. 
With  Bush  and  Quayle  looking  like  los- 
ers in  the  polls,  running  against  two 
Southern  Baptists — with  Arkansas  gov- 
ernor Clinton  a proven  death-penalty  rac- 
ist and  Al  Gore’s  wife  Tipper  a die-hard 
anti-rock  censor — the  Republicans  are 
trying  to  whip  up  Bible  Belt  prejudices 
in  order  to  win  the  Southern  white  vote 
from  the  Southern  Democratic  ticket. 

The  "media  elite"  and  “cultural  elite,” 
as  Dan  Quayle  calls  them,  are  simply  rac- 
ist code  words  for  what  they  used  to  call 
"Jew  York."  To  the  extent  America  actu- 
ally has  a genuine  cultural  elite.  Woody 
Allen  is  certainly  a charter  member, 
along  with  Gore  Vidal  and  a few  other 
suspect  characters.  The  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal (28  August),  in  an  editorial  titled 


"Woody’s  World,"  vituperated  against 
the  “do-whatever-makes-you-feel-good 
ethos....  Woody  Allen  comes  to  us  as 
the  perfect  exemplar  of  this  school  of 
morality.  It  is  also  the  principle  that  has 
helped  bring  about  our  current  uncon- 
trolled explosion  of  sleaze  and  pornog- 
raphy. and  the  toleration  of  amorality  on 
a grand  scale  unequaled  in  modern  his- 
tory." Well,  they  ought  to  know. 

These  WASPs  and  their  sleazy  front 
men  have  been  stung  in  the  past  by  some 
of  Woody  Allen's  better  efforts,  like  the 
Wisconsin  family  dinner  table  scene  in 
Annie  Hall  (“Nice  ham,  mom."  as  gran- 
ny's beady  blue  eyes  zero  in  on  Woody 
as  Lubavitcher).  Or  the  line:  "I  hearD/s- 
sent  and  Commentary  merged — they’re 
calling  it  Dysentery .’’  Or  Sleeper,  where 
he  awakes  in  the  future  after  a war:  “We 
think  a man  named  Al  Shanker  got  hold 
of  a nuclear  bomb.”  Or  the  devastating 
and  simply  decent  movie  The  Front, 
which  creamed  the  ’50s  McCarthyite 
(and  Ronald  Reagan  Hollywood)  witch- 
hunt of  Communist  Party  members. 

Even  that  master  of  the  horror  genre 
Stephen  King  found  the  Astrodome 
scene  too  much.  As  he  wrote  in  a New 
York  Times  (23  August)  op-ed  piece,  “No 
one  should  have  to  listen  to  60  fresh- 
scrubbed  Republicans  in  tan  real  estate 
blazers  singing  ‘Come-A-Ti-Yi-Yippee- 
Yippee-Yo’  at  II  A.M....  It  was  like 
watching  several  thousand  Amway  sales- 
men and  saleswomen  on  a mission  from 
God."  As  for  us,  we’ll  take  Woody 
Allen’s  Manhattan  any  day.  ■ 


Drop  the  Charges  Against  Brownie  Mary! 
Stop  the  Drug  Witchhunt! 


SAN  FRANCISCO — On  July  19,  agents 
of  the  U.S.  Drug  Enforcement  Adminis- 
tration and  Sonoma  County  deputies 
arrested  a 70-year-old  volunteer  AIDS 
worker  for  giving  away  marijuana 
brownies  to  AIDS  patients.  "Brownie" 
Mary  Rathbun  is  charged  with  two  fel- 
onies for  marijuana  distribution  and  if 
convicted,  faces  up  to  seven  years  in 
state  prison.  But  this  could  backfire, 
because  "Brownie  Mary”  and  her  cause 
are  widely  popular. 

Spirited  and  defiant,  Rathbun  ap- 
peared in  court  on  August  4 sporting 
cannabis-leaf  jewelry  and  other  symbols. 
She  later  declared:  “If  I have  to  be  the 
cause  celebre  for  medicinal  marijuana, 
then  that’s  good"  (San  Francisco  Exam- 
iner, 25  August).  The  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  passed  resolutions 
proclaiming  August  25  “Brownie  Mary 
Day”  and  calling  for  non-prosecution  of 
medical  marijuana  users.  Rathbun  is  a 
hero  to  the  AIDS  patients  she  calls  "her 
kids"  at  San  Francisco  General  Hospi- 
tal’s AIDS  ward. 

Marijuana  is  widely  recognized  by 
medical  experts,  including  the  California 
Medical  Association  (not  exactly  an 
organization  of  fuzzy  potheads),  as  the 
drug  of  choice  to  curtail  pain  and  nausea 
from  AIDS,  cancer  chemotherapy  and 


other  deadly  conditions.  A 1988  federal 
court  ruling  by  administrative  law  judge 
Francis  Young  found  that  marijuana  has 
a far  higher  therapeutic  ratio  than  aspi- 
rin, and  stated,  “It  would  be  unreason- 
able, arbitrary  and  capricious  for  the 
DEA  to  continue  to  stand  between  those 
sufferers  and  the  benefits  of  this 
substance." 

But  this  case  isn’t  about  medicine  and 
the  relief  of  suffering.  And  AIDS  patients 
are  simply  spat  upon  by  a state  which 
defines  compassion  as  giving  death  row 
inmates  a "choice"  between  dying  by 
cyanide  gas  or  lethal  injection.  The  arrest 
of  Mary  Rathbun  is  a government  dis- 
play of  its  get-tough  credentials  in  the 
"war  on  drugs." 

Increasingly,  states  are  using  “manda- 
tory minimum"  laws  to  put  first-time 
drug  "offenders"  away  for  decades,  or 
worse.  In  Michigan,  the  “650  Lifer" 
law  makes  it  a felony  to  “conspire"  to 
sell  drugs,  and  mandates  life  sentences 
without  parole  for  delivery  of  over 
650  grams  of  cocaine.  Where  state  laws 
don’t  go  "far  enough,”  the  feds  are 
brought  in,  as  in  Oakland  mayor  Elihu 
Harris’  drug  raids  in  black  neighbor- 
hoods, where  motorists  snared  by  the 
FBI/cop  sting  operation  have  their 
vehicles  confiscated  for  breaking  fed- 


eral laws  against  "transporting  drugs." 

According  to  Rolling  Stone  (3  Septem- 
ber), 56  percent  of  all  federal  prisoners 
now  are  “drug  offenders,”  a proportion 
predicted  to  come  close  to  70  percent  by 
1995.  With  a prison  population  now  well 
over  one  million,  the  U.S.  incarcerates 
people  at  a rate  which  dwarfs  that  of  all 
other  countries  including  South  Africa. 
The  “war  on  drugs"  is  centrally  a gov- 
ernment war  on  minority  communities. 
As  we  have  noted: 

“The  illegalizaiion  of  drugs  likewise 
ensures  big  bucks  for  the  Mob  (and  cops 
on  the  take)  and  violent  crime  by  des- 
perate addicts.  Laws  against  so-called 
‘crimes  without  victims’ — drugs,  gam- 
bling, prostitution,  sodomy  and  homo- 
sexuality— threaten  the  privacy  and 
rights  of  everyone  and  should  be 
abolished." 

— "Down  with  Meese's  Drug 
Witchhunt!"  WV  No.  400. 

28  March  1986 

As  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee wrote  in  a letter  to  the  Sonoma 
County  D.A.  demanding  charges  against 
Mary  Rathbun  be  dropped,  “Prisons  in 
California  and  across  the  U.S.  are  filled 
to  overflowing  with  minority  youth  on 
drug  charges;  the  bonapartist  cops  act 
in  ghettos  like  an  occupying  army — 
in  L.A.  they  literally  are."  Drop  the 
charges  against  Mary  Rathbun  and  her 


Mary  Rathbun,  with  her  homemade 
cookies. 


codefendant  Steven  Rider! 

Mary  Rathbun  is  scheduled  for  a pre- 
liminary hearing  on  October  9.  Letters 
of  protest  can  be  sent  to  Sonoma  County 
District  Attorney  Gene  Tunney.  600 
Administration  Drive.  Room  2 1 2J,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA  95403.  Donations  to  Mary 
Rathbun ’s  defense  can  be  mailed  to: 
Mary  Rathbun,  c/o  California  NORML. 
22I5-R  Market  Street  #278,  San  Fran- 
cisco, CA  94114.  ■ 
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Iraq... 


Mile  of  death”  north  of  Kuwait  City,  February  1991,  as  U.S.  planes  bombed  fleeing  Iraqis  for  18  hellish  hours. 


(continued  from  page  1 ) 

American  bombs  left  tens  of  thousands 
dead  (not  to  mention  the  deadly  toll  from 
the  rampant  devastation  in  its  wake). 
Many  youth  in  this  country  who  marched 
in  protest  haven't  forgotten  their  first 
bitter  taste  of  bloody  U.S.  imperialism. 
And  the  whole  business  may  backfire 
on  Bush.  Washington’s  erstwhile  Arab 
"allies."  including  the  Syrians  and  Egyp- 
tians and  even  the  Gulf  emirates,  are 
worried  that  slicing  up  Iraq  would  hand 
the  predominantly  Shi’ite  southern  third 
of  the  country  to  the  Iranian  ayatollahs. 

Round  Two  of  Washington's  war  on 
Iraq  again  highlights  the  criminal  role  of 
the  Democratic  Party.  Presidential  candi- 
date Bill  Clinton  approved  military  action 
against  Iraq  in  advance,  saying.  “Even 
during  an  election  campaign.  Americans 
are  united  on  this  issue"  ( Los  Angeles 
Times,  24  July).  Clinton  and  his  jogging 
mate  Gore  have  been  criticizing  Bush  for 
ending  the  Persian  Gulf  War  too  soon. 
The  Democrats’  big  shtick  is  "Saddam- 
gate":  attempting  to  nail  the  Bush  admin- 
istration for  conciliating  Hussein  prior 
to  August  1990.  With  this  hawkish 
stance,  the  Democrats  give  George  Bush 
carte  blanche  for  any  provocation. 

Bald  or  What? 

All  summer  the  Bush  administration 
waged  low-intensity  warfare  over  "UN 
inspectors"  Hussein  was  preventing 
from  entering  the  Agricultural  Ministry 
building  in  Baghdad.  UN  personnel 
spent  17  days  camped  in  front  of  the 
ministry,  insisting  that  Security  Council 
Resolution  687,  dictated  by  the  United 
States  after  "Desert  Storm,”  gave  them 
the  right  to  peek  into  every  nook  and 
cranny  in  the  country.  Meanwhile.  Bush 
sent  three  aircraft  carrier  groups  and  a 
ship  armed  with  cruise  missiles  toward 
the  area.  But  on  July  26.  Saddam  agreed 
to  an  inspection  of  the  building  by  a team 
excluding  representatives  of  countries 
that  had  sent  troops  in  last  year’s  military 
rape  of  Iraq. 

The  Agricultural  Ministry  confronta- 
tion was  a provocation  from  start  to  fin- 
ish. For  over  a year,  the  imperialists,  who 
in  the  words  of  one  UN  report  had 
bombed  Iraq  "to  a pre-industrial  age,” 
combed  the  country  for  "weapons  of 
mass  destruction."  One  member  of  the 
inspection  squad  admits  "there  probably 
was  never  any  weapons  material  there." 
In  fact  the  inspectors  knew  the  Iraqi 
government  would  object  to  the  search. 
One  Bush  adviser  quipped  ( Chicago 
Sun-Times,  29  July):  "We  want  to  reduce 
it  down  to  where  the  Presidential  Pal- 
ace is  the  only  place  Saddam  has  sover- 
eignty"— and  then  no  doubt  blow  it 
to  bits. 

Breathtakingly  bald-faced,  the  plan  to 


bomb  Baghdad  during  Republican  con- 
vention prime  time  was  blown  out  of  the 
water  by  the  New  York  Times  ( 1 6 August) 
the  day  before  the  confab  opened.  Based 
on  a high-level  leak  and  confirmed  by 
White  House  fury  and  non-denial  deni- 
als. the  front-page  story  by  Patrick  Tyler 
explicitly  stated  the  plan  to  "provoke  a 
confrontation"  was  done  with  "timing 
(that]  appeared  calculated  to  give  Pres- 
ident Bush  a boost  during  the  Republican 
National  Convention.” 

The  plan  called  for  “United  Nations 
inspectors”  to  demand  access  to  Bagh- 
dad’s Ministry  of  Military  Industrializa- 
tion. "If  Iraqi  officials  bar  inspectors 
from  the  building,  as  they  have  threat- 
ened to  do  to  protect  Iraqi  national  secu- 
rity and  sovereignty,  cruise  missiles  or 
American  carrier-based  aircraft  would 
strike  the  building  in  short  order. . . .’’  The 
inspectors  would  then  demand  access  to 
the  Ministry  of  Defense,  and  proceed 
through  a list  of  nine  targets.  The  Times 
reported: 

“Other  United  States  officials  said  the 
Defense  and  Military  Industrialization 
Ministries  were  selected  not  because 
American  intelligence  has  identified 
specific  documents  hidden  there,  but 
because  these  buildings  are  so  important 
to  Mr.  Hussein’s  overall  survival  that  he 
is  certain  to  refuse  access. 

"One  official  complained  that  ‘we  are 
going  to  stage  an  incident’  that  relates 
less  to  the  importance  of  any  documents 
that  might  be  found  in  the  targeted  build- 
ings than  to  the  conviction  that  the 
steps  will  provoke  a confrontation  that 
will  serve  as  the  pretext  for  military  action 
and  ‘to  help  get  the  President  re-elected’." 


Despite  its  front-page  exposd,  the 
Times  editorial  supported  the  provoca- 
tion. But  complaints  that  such  an  action 
might  "damage  the  credibility  of  the 
UN"  and  the  direct  link  to  the  Republi- 
can convention  sank  this  scenario.  So 
the  “UN”  inspectors  were  sent  home  and 
the  fallback  plan  about  the  “no-fly  zone" 
to  "protect"  Shi’ite  Arabs  below  the 
32nd  parallel  was  put  into  play. 

American  Blitzkrieg 

Last  year's  Gulf  War  was  meant  to 
inaugurate  a "New  World  Order"  with 
a show  of  American  global  military 
supremacy  as  the  Soviet  Union  under 
Gorbachev,  heading  toward  the  collapse 
of  the  Stalinist  regime,  ceased  to  be  a 
factor  staying  the  hand  of  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. The  U.S.  dragged  in  as  reluctant 
“coalition"  partners  the  Japanese,  who 
coughed  up  some  yen,  and  the  Germans, 
who  sent  D-marks.  In  reality,  the  Persian 
Gulf  massacre  was  waged  to  establish 
U S.  dominance  against  its  rival  impe- 
rialist powers. 

In  August  1990  Iraq  had  invaded 
and  taken  over  the  emirate  of  Kuwait 
amid  festering  disputes  over  borders,  oil 
prices  and  drilling  rights.  The  interna- 
tional working  class  had  no  reason  to 
take  sides  in  the  sordid  dispute  between 
the  anti-Kurd,  anti-Shi'ite  and  anti- 
Communist  Iraqi  dictator  and  a nasty 
little  oildom  set  up  by  British  imperial- 
ism, where  "democracy"  was  limited  to 
the  ruling  family.  But  when  the  United 
States  and  other  imperialist  countries  set 
up  a blockade,  a clear  act  of  war, 
and  dispatched  a military  expeditionary 
force  to  the  region,  working  people 
everywhere  had  an  urgent  responsi- 
bility. While  liberals  hailed  UN  "sanc- 
tions" and  the  popular-front  "peace 
movement"  sought  to  duck  the  issue,  the 
Spartacist  League  forthrightly  declared: 
Break  the  Blockade  of  Iraq!  Defeat  U.S. 
Imperialism! 

President  Bush  spent  five  months  cob- 
bling together  an  international  coalition 
to  "liberate  Kuwait."  which  united  under 
UN  auspices  such  longtime  enemies  as 
Israel  and  Syria,  Greece  and  Turkey. 
Gorbachev  brought  the  USSR  on  board 
as  well,  symbolizing  the  course  toward 
counterrevolution  in  the  degenerated 
workers  state.  Half  a million  U.S.  and 
allied  troops  were  sent  to  Saudi  Arabia 
to  "draw  a line  in  the  sand."  Of  the 
front-line  U.S.  troops  dispatched  by  the 
racist  war  machine,  30  percent  were 
black  and  20  percent  Hispanic.  "Be  All 
You  Can  Be."  says  the  Army’s  pitch  to 
minority  youth — be  cannon  fodder. 

On  16  January  1991  Bush  let  loose  a 
massive  bombing  campaign  that  for  the 
next  six  weeks  would  average  over  1 .000 
sorties  a day.  Though  Pentagon  spokes- 
men bragged  that  their  "smart  bombs" 


were  taking  out  purely  military  targets 
with  surgical  precision,  on  the  ground 
the  Iraqi  population  was  being  pul 
through  hell.  Nearly  every  bridge  was 
destroyed,  often  along  with  the  sur- 
rounding residential  neighborhood.  Fac- 
tories were  indiscriminately  targeted, 
like  the  country’s  only  baby  formula 
plant  in  Baghdad.  On  February  13,  U.S. 
military  leaders  dropped  a bomb  with 
pinpoint  accuracy  down  an  air  shaft  of 
a bomb  shelter  in  Baghdad's  Amiriya 
neighborhood,  deliberately  incinerating 
hundreds  of  women  and  children  who 
were  crowded  there. 

The  ground  war  launched  on  February 
23  initiated  four  days  of  unparalleled 
slaughter.  Iraqi  forces  showed  no  will  to 
fight:  most  either  surrendered  or  ran: 
many  were  simply  blown  to  bits  or  bur- 
ied alive  in  their  trenches.  The  United 
States  refused  to  accept  Hussein's  offer 
of  surrender  on  February  26;  said  one 
top  Bush  adviser  later:  "We  were  deter- 
mined we  would  end  this  war  when  we 
wanted  to.  not  a damn  day  sooner" 
(quoted  in  Phyllis  Bennis  and  Michel 
Moushabeck,  eds..  Beyond  the  Storm 
(1991)).  That  night  American  surveil- 
lance detected  a massive  traffic  jam  just 
north  of  Kuwait  City  of  vehicles  heading 
toward  Iraq.  In  a deliberate  display  of 
modem  barbarism,  for  18  hours  U.S, 
planes  rained  incendiary  explosives  on 
the  "mile  of  death,"  killing  or  wounding 
thousands  of  people  who  were  fleeing 
for  their  lives. 

For  the  Iraqi  people  the  war  didn’t  end 
when  Bush  finally  ordered  a cease-fire 
the  next  day.  Led  to  believe  they  would 
receive  U.S.  backing.  Shi'ite  rebels  in 
the  south  and  Kurds  in  the  north  rose 
up  against  the  Iraqi  regime  only  to  be 
brutally  suppressed  by  Saddam's  Repub- 
lican Guards.  Meanwhile  the  UN  slapped 
a total  trade  embargo  on  Iraq,  which  is 
still  in  effect.  Every  major  electrical 
generating  plant  in  the  country  had 
been  destroyed  in  the  bombing.  Water 
pumping  stations  and  sewage  treatment 
plants  were  deliberately  targeted,  and  the 
population  was  forced  to  drink  contam- 
inated water  hauled  from  streams  and 
rivers.  This  was  not  “collateral  damage" 
but  a deliberate  attempt  to  terrorize  the 
population.  And  what  really  got  Bush’s 
goat  were  recent  repons  from  Iraq  that 
much  of  the  country  has  already  been 
rebuilt. 

The  “Saddam  Syndrome” 

"By  God,  we’ve  kicked  this  Vietnam 
syndrome."  crowed  George  Bush  over 
his  victims.  In  March  1991  the  American 
president  was  at  the  height  of  his  (short- 
lived) popularity,  cheered  by  Republi- 
cans and  Democrats  alike.  Within  the 
United  States,  the  central  casualty  of  this 
imperialist  walkover  was  indeed  the 
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Toronto:  Protest  I.S.  Thug 

on  Trotskyists 


We  print  below  a leaflet  by  the  Trot- 
skyist League  of  Canada  protesting  a 
violent  attack  on  six  of  our  comrades 
by  a 50-man  goon  squad  at  a "public" 
meeting  of  the  International  Socialists 
on  August  14.  Throwing  their  weight 
behind  the  I.S.  goons  were  two  leading 
(and  just  about  the  only)  members  of 
Socialist  Challenge — the  pathetic  Cana- 
dian affiliate  of  Ernest  Mandel’s  “United 
Secretariat." 

The  I.S.  and  their  American  cohorts 
of  the  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization arc  feeling  their  oats  in  the 
imperialist  "New  World  Order"  as  they 
seek  to  trade  on  their  longtime  anti- 
Communist  credentials.  In  the  assorted 
pro-Democratic  Party  milieus  they  travel 
in,  the  watchword  is  "no  commu- 
nists allowed."  The  ISO  whined  when 
their  “sisters"  in  WAC  (Women's  Action 
Coalition)  in  New  York  attempted  to 
ban  leftist  literature  at  their  meet- 
ings, while  at  their  own  meetings  they 
impose  this  diktat  in  blood  (and  using 
the  capitalist  cops).  Yet  the  I.S.'  thug 
attack  in  Toronto — in  particular  their 
wantonly  misogynist  brutality  against  a 
small  woman  comrade  of  the  Trotsky- 
ist League,  who  was  slammed  crotch- 
first  against  a double-door  divider — isn’t 
playing  well  among  many  people  in 
WAC’s  Canadian  auxiliary,  several  of 
whom  have  called  our  office  to  express 
their  outrage. 

A Toronto  leftist  who  witnessed  the 
I.S.  assault  has  distributed  his  own 
protest  letter  which  notes,  “In  their 
newspaper,  the  International  Socialists 
regularly  denounce  the  police,  yet  they 
quickly  call  on  them  to  strongarm  Marx- 
ists who  do  not  threaten  them  in  any 
substantial  way.  For  my  part,  I do  not 
attend  meetings  of  ‘Marxists’  defended 
by  capitalist  police.  I commend  the  com- 
rades of  the  Trotskyist  League  for  their 
actions.  Someone  has  to  keep  our  tradi- 
tions alive.” 

I.S.  Draws  Blood  Line  in 
"Death  of  Communism”  Frenzy 

On  August  14,  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Socialists  launched  a savage 
physical  assault  against  comrades  of  the 
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Toronto,  August  15:  Trotskyist  League  confronts  I.S. 
against  frenzied  anti-communist  attack. 


Sparlacist  Canada 

goons  during  protest 


Trotskyist  League.  The  occasion  was  a 
so-called  "public  debate"  on  the  sub- 
ject “After  Communism,  What's  Left 
for  Socialism?"  When  Trotskyist  League 
supporters  approached  the  meeting  room 
after  distributing  literature,  I.S.  mem- 
bers under  the  direction  of  York  Univer- 
sity Professor  David  McNally  barred 
their  way.  Our  comrades  verbally  pro- 
tested this  cowardly  exclusion;  when  one 
shouted  "Communism  lives — I.S.  lies!" 
they  were  surrounded  by  dozens  of  I.S. 
supporters  (prominent  among  them  U.S. 
ISO  leader  Ahmed  Shawki)  who  quickly 
went  berserk. 

Six  I.S.ers  slammed  a leading  comrade 
to  the  floor  and  held  him  down  while 
McNally  seized  him  around  the  throat 
and  throttled  him.  Our  other  comrades 
were  then  surrounded  and  grabbed,  with 
arms  twisted  behind  their  backs,  seized 
and  choked,  and  dragged  by  their  feet 
through  a nearby  exit.  A small  woman 
comrade  was  spread-eagled,  dragged  and 
bashed  crotch-first  against  a divider  be- 
tween a double  set  of  doors.  When  one 


of  our  comrades  became  separated  from 
the  rest  at  the  top  of  a steep  flight  of 
stairs,  an  apoplectic,  red-faced  Professor 
McNally  screamed  at  his  followers: 
"Throw  him  down  the  stairs!  Throw  him 
down  the  stairs!”  But  even  his  own  mem- 
bers wouldn't  heed  this  murderous  call. 
Nevertheless,  several  I.S.  thugs  dragged 
our  comrade  down  the  stairs  and  threw 
him  through  the  exit. 

Within  minutes  the  place  was  crawl- 
ing with  three  carloads  of  cops,  called 
by  the  I.S.  to  "protect"  their  meeting 
from  the  reds.  Challenged  by  one  of 
our  members.  McNally  shouted  "That’s 
right,  I'm  with  the  cops!” 

What  lies  behind  this  frenzied  assault? 
For  years  the  I.S.  and  its  interna- 
tional co-thinkers,  who  now  worm 
around  the  bourgeois  feminist  abortion- 
rights  milieu,  have  acted  as  loyal 
"left"  lieutenants  in  the  imperialists’ 
campaign  to  smash  each  and  every  gain 
of  the  October  Revolution  and  prop 
up  rotting  capitalism  in  the  West.  In 
Afghanistan  they  lusted  for  the  blood  of 
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Soviet  soldiers,  supporting  the  CIA- 
backed  7th-century  Muslim  fanatics 
who  skin  schoolteachers  alive  for 
teaching  little  girls  to  read.  They 
spent  the  last  decade  hailing  the  anti- 
Semitic.  anti-women  clerical  nation- 
alists of  Polish  Solidarnosc.  beloved 
of  Reagan.  [Canadian  prime  minister) 
Mulroney  and  the  Vatican.  Last  sum- 
mer they  cheered  on  Wall  Street  tool 
Boris  Yeltsin's  pro-capitalist  coup  in 
Moscow  as  “magnificent."  "Commu- 
nism has  collapsed,"  they  exulted  in 
their  British  press,  "It  is  a fact  that 
should  have  every  socialist  cheering." 
Our  comrade  Martha  Phillips  was 
strangled  and  stabbed  to  death  in  the 
Yeltsinite  cesspool  of  Moscow  by  person 
or  persons  unknown.  Now  the  I.S.  is 
out  to  "strangle  the  communists" — that 
is.  the  Trotskyists  who  have  been  the 
staunchest  defenders  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  other  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  states  against  counterrevolu- 
tion— in  their  bloodlust  over  the  “death 
of  communism." 

The  slander,  exclusionism  and  thug- 
gery employed  by  these  anti-Soviet  "so- 
cialists" may  seem,  ironically  enough, 
like  the  very  methods  of  Stalin.  But  in 
its  vicious  anti-communist  "red-hunt," 
the  I.S.  really  aspires  to  play  the  same 
role  as  the  German  social-democratic 
bloodhounds  who  after  World  War  I 
worked  to  drown  the  German  workers 
revolution  in  blood,  murdering  Com- 
munist leaders  Rosa  Luxemburg  and 
Karl  Liebknecht  and  hundreds  of  other 
working-class  fighters. 

This  thuggery  by  Professor  David 
McNoske.  Ahmed  Scheidemann  and 
their  acolytes  should  revolt  any  honest 
leftist  who  wants  to  resist  the  bourgeoi- 
sie’s anti-communist,  anti-working-class 
offensive.  To  keep  out  the  Trotskyists’ 
political  views,  the  I.S.  substitutes  the 
fist  for  the  brain.  And  seeing  this  vehe- 
mently anti-Soviet  outfit  united  with 
the  cops  against  the  reds  should  tell 
you  more  about  them  than  a thousand 
issues  of  Socialist  Worker.  We  will  not 
be  silenced! 

Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trotskyste 
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American  population's  gut-level  reluc- 
tance to  go  to  war,  a lesson  “taught”  by 
the  Vietnamese  workers  and  peasants 
who  defeated  the  Pentagon  and  its  pup- 
pets in  1975.  Moreover,  the  American 
capitalist  class  achieved  its  prime  objec- 
tive in  the  Gulf  War,  which  was  not  the 
"liberation”  of  Kuwait  nor  the  "punish- 
ment" of  Saddam  Hussein,  but  reassert- 
ing global  hegemony  by  demonstrating 
to  its  imperialist  rivals  Germany  and 
Japan  who  has  the  whip  hand  (and  its 
hand  on  the  Persian  Gulf  oil  spigot).  This 
"victory"  moved  the  world  a big  step 
closer  to  interimperialist  war,  beginning 
with  trade  war. 

A year  later  President  Bush  is  being 
held  hostage  by  his  own  rhetoric. 
Observes  New  York  Times  reporter 
Andrew  Rosenthal  (27  July):  "Mr.  Hus- 
sein’s continued  defiance  has  turned  Mr. 
Bush’s  greatest  victory  into  a heavy  bur- 
den on  his  re-election  campaign."  In  her 
nominating  speech  in  Houston,  Secretary 
of  Labor  Martin  proclaimed  “an  era  that 
is  truly  a Pax  Americana  , initiated  by 
the  policies  of  our  leader,  George  Bush." 
But  as  the  recession  lingers  and  the 
“post-convention  bounce"  of  his  poll  rat- 
ings turns  to  a dribble.  Bush  is  having 
trouble  holding  together  his  conserva- 
tive constituency.  One  popular  bumper 
sticker  asks:  “Saddam  still  has  a job — 
do  you?"  George  Bush's  "Saddam  syn- 
drome" might  well  cost  him  the  presi- 
dency— or  drive  him  to  a new  military 
adventure. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  dem- 


onstrated in  January  1991  against  U.S. 
intervention  in  the  Persian  Gulf.  But  the 
leaders  of  these  protests,  reformist  left 
organizations  and  pacifist  groups,  con- 
sciously subordinated  them  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  imperialism’s  "lesser  evil.” 
Chauvinist  slogans  like  “Support  our 
troops — bring  them  home”  were  prom- 
inent along  with  red-white-and-blue 
bunting  and  yellow  ribbons,  and  the 
main  speakers  were  liberal  Democrats 
like  Jesse  Jackson,  who  supported  the 
economic  embargo  against  Iraq.  Pinned 
like  a tail  on  the  Democratic  donkey,  the 
antiwar  movement  collapsed  when  the 
ground  war  got  going  and  the  liberals 
took  a stand  four-square  for  "their" 
troops. 

The  Spartacist  League  and  Spartacus 
Youth  Clubs  organized  contingents  in 
antiwar  protests  on  a sharp  class  line, 
demanding:  “Defeat  U.S.  Imperialism! 
Defend  Iraq!"  and  "For  Labor  Strikes 
Against  the  War!"  One  solid  longshore 
strike  against  the  Gulf  slaughter  would 
have  done  more  good  than  a thousand 
liberal  “peace  crawls”  in  Washington. 
But  carrying  out  such  class-struggle 
action  requires  the  construction  of  a rev- 
olutionary party  with  solid  roots  in  the 
working  class. 

Bush’s  Persian  Gulf  slaughter  was 
supposed  to  inaugurate  the  New  World 
Order  In  fact  it  inaugurated  noth- 
ing. Yesterday’s  yellow  ribbons  lie 
in  tatters  among  the  mountain  of  pink 
slips,  as  the  capitalist  economy  floun- 
ders on  its  contradictions.  The  Congres- 


sional Nuremberg  rallies  for  conquer- 
ing war  butcher  Schwarzkopf  and  his 
commander  in  chief  are  forgotten.  But 
whether  or  not  Bush  manages  to  set  off 
Gulf  War  II  in  the  coming  months,  the 
imperialist  drive  toward  war  continues. 
Workers  and  student  youth  seeking  to 


struggle  against  this  murderous  system 
must  look  to  the  program  of  revolution- 
ary Trotskyism  embodied  in  the  Sparta- 
cist League.  Iraq  may  not  have  been  the 
"mother  of  all  wars,”  but  as  Lenin  taught, 
imperialist  war  is  the  mother  of  socialist 
revolution.  ■ 
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Young  Spartacus 


Moscow-Patrice  Lumumba  University 


African  Student  Murdered 
by  Yeltsin's  Cops 


and  recognized  in  this  country  where  the 
African  students  in  particular  are  con- 
stantly offended  for  having  committed 
the  only  crime  of  being  Black,  being  dif- 
ferent. or  simply  being  poor.” 

On  August  19  the  Coordination  Com- 
mittee organized  a press  conference  and 
invited  comrades  from  the  International 
Communist  League  to  participate.  But 
the  university  president  directly  inter- 
vened to  cut  us  off  as  soon  as  our 
comrade  drove  home  the  point  that  this 
murderous  attack  on  the  foreign  students 
was  an  example  of  the  racism  and  nation- 
alism unleashed  by  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary Yeltsin  government's  drive  to 
destroy  the  multinational  Soviet  workers 
state.  Later  the  university  president  tried 
to  get  the  militia  to  shut  down  our  liter- 
ature table,  claiming  that  "political  activ- 
ity is  forbidden  at  the  school."  The  mili- 
tia refused  to  follow  his  orders  when  we 
stood  our  ground  and  said,  “We  don't 
follow  laws  that  allow  racist  murders  and 
ban  political  activity." 

Capitalist  Counterrevolution 
Means  Racism  and 
Impoverishment 

Students  interviewed  by  our  com- 
rades at  Patrice  Lumumba  University 
described  the  devastating  plunge  in  their 
living  conditions  in  the  last  year.  As 
stipends  were  slashed  and  prices  soared, 
many  students  found  themselves  in 
abject  poverty.  But  more  than  anything, 
it  is  the  explosion  of  raw  racism  that  has 
turned  their  world  upside  down.  Selected 
for  study  at  a prestigious  university 
founded  to  train  cadres  for  the^  Soviet 
Union’s  Third  World  allies,  these  stu- 
dents were  once  the  honored  guests  of 
Moscow.  Today  they  are  reviled  for  the 
color  of  their  skin  and  fear  to  go  out  in 
public  at  all. 

A Moroccan  student  told  our  com- 
rades, “I  would  say  the  changes  started 
in  1985  when  perestroika  began.  Now  if 
you  are  a foreigner  you  aren't  worth  any- 
thing. They  think  you  are  the  reason  for 
the  crisis.  And  they  say  this  in  the  name 
of  democracy'!"  A Jamaican  student 
told  us  he  had  been  dragged  off  public 


buses,  attacked  on  the  street  and  in  hotel 
lobbies.  Even  high-ranking  diplomats 
have  been  targets  of  attack.  Godfrey 
Chanetsa,  a Zimbabwean  diplomat,  told 
of  racial  taunts  and  threats  directed  at 
himself  and  his  family.  He  concluded. 
"I  don't  want  to  leam  Russian,  because 
the  more  you  leam  the  more  you  under- 
stand what  they  are  saying"  ( Moscow 
Guardian,  October  1991). 

Only  a few  years  ago,  racist  outbursts 
would  have  been  regarded  with  almost 
universal  contempt.  The  Soviet  Union 
was  a deeply  integrated  society  of  over 
100  nations.  The  very  term  "national- 
ism” was  regarded  as  derogatory.  The 
Bolshevik  Revolution  transformed  what 
Lenin  called  the  tsarist  “prison  house  of 
peoples”  into  a multinational  federation. 
It  was  only  the  Bolsheviks'  internation- 
alist program,  asserting  full  and  equal 
national  rights  for  all  peoples  in  order 
to  secure  the  fullest  unity  of  the  workers 
of  all  nationalities,  which  made  this 
possible. 

However,  the  administrative  apparatus 
of  the  Soviet  state  and  the  Bolshevik 
Party  were  subverted  into  a narrow 
nationalist,  bureaucratic  caste  headed 
by  Stalin,  who  usurped  political  power 
in  1923-24.  Stalin  did  not  overturn 
the  economic  basis  of  the  new  workers 
state  but  consolidated  his  regime  by  re- 
versing many  of  the  liberating  political 
gains  of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  Anti- 
Semitism  was  revived  to  go  after  Trotsky 
as  a Jew;  Great  Russian  chauvinism  was 
whipped  up  to  keep  the  minority  repub- 
lics in  line;  the  cult  of  the  family  was 
restored  as  a means  of  instilling  respect 
for  authority  and  stifling  freedoms  for 
women  and  youth.  The  internationalist 
policies  of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution 
were  undone  with  the  "theory”  of 
"socialism  in  one  country” — which  led 
to  a conscious  policy  of  thwarting  rev- 
olutions abroad  in  order  to  appease 
imperialism. 

The  ultimate  “appeasement”  of  impe- 
rialism came  with  the  bureaucracy's  self- 
destruction  and  the  rush  by  yesterday's 
bureaucrats,  headed  by  Yeltsin  and  his 
continued  on  page  9 


Capitalist  Counterrevolution 
Unleashing  Racist  Terror 


With  the  collapse  of  Stalinism  and 
Boris  Yeltsin’s  “countercoup"  last 
August,  the  Soviet  Union  has  been 
wracked  by  "all  the  old  crap"  of  capi- 
talist society  surging  to  the  surface.  A 
storm  of  nationalist  bloodletting  has 
raged  since  Yeltsin  seized  the  reins  of 
power  in  the  name  of  "free  market"  cap- 
italism and  Russian  chauvinism. 

At  Moscow’s  Patrice  Lumumba 
People's  Friendship  University,  a 25- 
year-old  Zimbabwean  student.  Gideon 
Chimusoro,  was  shot  to  death  by  a Rus- 
sian policeman  on  the  night  of  August 
I 1 . Militia  were  immediately  dispatched 
to  the  campus  after  the  murder  to  back 
up  the  killer.  The  next  day,  the  OMON 
paramilitary  units — a killer  elite  which 
first  drew  blood  for  the  “democratic" 
counterrevolution  at  an  anti-Yeltsin  pro- 
test on  Soviet  Army  Day  in  February 
— savagely  attacked  a student  demonstra- 
tion protesting  the  slaying  of  Chimusoro. 
Students  carrying  hand-lettered  signs 
reading  “We  need  police  protection,  not 
police  murderers!"  were  chased,  kicked 
in  the  groin  and  beaten  with  rubber 
truncheons.  One  cop  yelled.  “1  will  kill 
you,  swine!" 

The  Russian  press  “justified"  the  cop 
murder  and  rampage  by  inventing  stories 
of  a student  "riot" — lies  calculated  to 
inflame  racist  fear  and  hatred  of  the 
African.  Asian  and  Latin  American  stu- 
dents at  this  university.  A Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta  (13  August)  headline  screamed 
"Only  Machine  Gun  Fire  Could  Calm 
Down  the  Wild  Running."  Moskovskii 
Komsomolets  invented  stories  of  blacks 
burning  cars  and  kiosks,  of  students  hurl- 
ing furniture,  televisions  and  burning 
mattresses  out  of  dorm  windows.  A TV 
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International 
Communist 
League  intervening 
in  struggle  against 
capitalist 

counterrevolution. 
Sign  reads. 

“Return  to  the 
Road  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky! 

Defend  the 
Lenin  Museum!” 


Moscow,  August  12: 
Hundreds  protest  at 
Patrice  Lumumba 
University  against 
police  murder  of 
Gideon  Chimusoro. 


anchorman  closed  the  August  12  nightly 
news  story  by  stating  that  the  African 
students  "promise  to  shoot  down  all 
of  us  tomorrow."  This  outrageous  lie 
was  nothing  but  sinister  incitement  to  a 
pogrom! 

Upon  hearing  of  the  cop  murder,  com- 
rades from  the  International  Communist 
League  in  Moscow  immediately  went  to 
Patrice  Lumumba  University  to  express 
their  solidarity  with  the  students.  Our 
comrades  saw  with  their  own  eyes  what 
a pack  of  lies  the  Russian  press  reports 
were.  The  kiosks  were  all  there  and  none 
were  burned;  the  dorms  were  in  normal 
condition,  the  rooms  fully  furnished.  A 
student  from  Yemen,  who  was  an  eye- 
witness to  the  murder  of  Chimusoro  and 
OMON's  attack  on  the  students,  volun- 
teered to  tell  everything  to  the  press.  He 
was  interviewed.  Shortly  thereafter  he 
was  violently  attacked  in  a predawn  raid 
on  his  dorm  room  and  remains  hospital- 
ized. A statement  issued  by  the  newly 
formed  student  Coordination  Committee 
warned: 

"We  will  hold  | the  press|  responsible  for 
anything  that  would  happen  to  any  Afri- 
can student  in  the  future. ...  We  will  fight 
to  the  end  until  our  rights  are  respected 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Village  Voice  Backs  l VAC  Censorship 


WV  Photo 

Defending  NYC  abortion  clinic  from 
Cardinal  O’Connor’s  “right  to  life" 
bigots,  June  13. 


“Conform  or  Take  a Hike" 


Last  month  the  SL  helped  win  a round  against  anti-communist  censorship.  We 
defied  a ban  on  socialist  literature  at  meetings  of  the  Women’s  Action  Coalition  (see 
"SL  Zaps  WAC  Attack,”  Workers  Vanguard  No.  557,  7 August)  and  the  wannabe 
witchhunters  bit  the  dust.  But  the  pen  is  muddier  than  the  sword — especially  when 
held  by  a scribe  for  the  Village  Voice.  After  endorsing  the  ban,  the  Voice  failed  to 
report  its  reversal,  and  now  disingenuously  claims  there  was  never  a ban  in  the  first 
place  (see  exchange  at  right).  We  print  below  the  full  text  of  our  original  letter. 


9 August  1992 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  delighted  to  inform  Village 
Voice  readers  of  a resounding  victory  for 
free  speech.  A McCarthyite  witchhunt 
and  ban  on  socialist  groups  by  the  Wom- 
en’s Action  Coalition  (prominently  cov- 
ered and  manifestly  endorsed  by  the 
Voice)  was  overturned  at  WAC’s  August 
5 meeting.  First,  the  Spartacist  League 
openly  and  irreverently  defied  the  ban — 
and  in  spoofing  the  witchhunters  we  evi- 
dently helped  self-avowed  civil  libertar- 
ians battle  their  own  hypocrisy.  Then 
from  within  WAC  came  protests,  includ- 
ing the  rather  honest  statement  by  some 
WAC  members  which  likened  WAC’s 
censorship  of  the  left  to  Jesse  Helms  and 
the  NEA’s  ban  on  "deviant”  art. 

Voice  reporter  Kathie  Silberger  has 
words  to  eat.  In  "WAC  Attacked"  (Voice. 
1 1 August)  she  denied  there  ever  was  an 
anti-communist  purge,  and  then  leapt  to 
defend  what  she  claimed  never  hap- 
pened. She  approvingly  cites  Chip 
Berlet's  Bush-league  threat  that  leftists 
must  “conform  to  the  group"  or  "take  a 
hike."  Finally,  the  sinister  amalgam  of 
all  leftists,  and  even  between  left  and 


right — lumping  socialists  with  the  dubi- 
ous New  Alliance  Party  and  its  shadowy 
financing,  its  self-admitted  FBI  finks 
like  the  Rev.  Al  Sharpton — is  an  amal- 
gam worthy  of  COINTELPRO. 

That  WAC’s  leading  enthusiasts  for 
the  Democratic  Party  froth  rabidly 
against  reds  is  understandable,  logical 
even,  when  one  considers  how  shallow 
the  support  is  out  there  for  the  parly  of 
“democratic"  capitalism.  Censorship  is 
a weapon  of  political  weaklings.  The 
reversal  of  the  anti-communist  ban 
should  be  a lesson  to  WAC’s  Democratic 
Party  aspirants  that  they  can't  cow  every- 
one. Thousands  of  women  and  men  have 
come  out  into  the  streets  to  defend  abor- 
tion rights  which  are  under  attack  by 
Democrats  and  Republicans — the  twin 
parties  of  capitalism  that  New  World 
Order  "progressives"  like  the  Voice  and 
WAC  "conform  to."  For  our  part,  we 
openly  fight  to  win  those  concerned 
about  women’s  rights  to  the  under- 
standing that  to  eradicate  inequality  you 
must  fight  against  the  capitalist  system 
that  breeds  it. 

Alison  Spencer. 

for  the  Spartacist  League 
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Non-Conformists 

The  Women's  Action  Coali- 
tion's ban  on  socialist  groups  has 
been  overturned,  a victory  for  free 
speech  and  a defeat  for  the  witch- 
hunters and  the  PR  agents,  like 
Voice  reporter  Katherine  Silberger 
("WAC  Attacked."  Streetbeat. 
August  II],  Silberger  approved 
the  ban.  citing  Chip  Berlet's 
McCarthyite  threat  that  leftists 
"conform  to  the  group"  or  “take  a 
hike." 

Silbergcr  s lumping  of  socialists 
with  the  dubious  New  Alliance  Par- 
ly was  a sinister  amalgam  worthy 
of  COINTELPRO  WACs  leaders 
went  after  us  because  we  oppose 
the  Democratic  Party  that  they 
"conform''  to.  And  unlike  the  In- 
ternational Socialist  Organization 
(ISO),  which  worms  around  in 
WAC.  we  Spartacisls  openly  fight 
to  win  those  concerned  about  wom- 
en's rights  to  the  understanding 
that  to  eradicate  inequality  you 
must  light  against  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem that  breeds  it. 

Alison  Spencer 
For  the  Spartacist  League 
Manhattan 

Katherine  Silberger  replies:  WAC 

never  attempted  to  ban  " or  censor 
any  political  group,  merely  to  set 
guidelines  as  to  how  literature 
should  be  distributed  at  MAC 
meetings  Spartacist  members 
were  encouraged  to  distribute  their 
material  at  the  same  tables  where 
WAC  Jhers  and  all  other  literature 
was  available. 


Spartacist 


Forums 


Bankrupt  American  Capitalism  Targets 
Blacks,  Women,  Labor,  Gays 

Fight  for  a Socialist  Future! 


Speaker:  Amy  Rath,  Editor,  Women  and  Revolution 


Saturday,  Sept.  12,  2:00  p.m. 

Undergraduate  Library  Lecture  Room 

Howard  University 

For  more  information:  (202)  872-8240 


WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


Saturday,  Sept.  19,  7:00  p.m. 

Brecht  Forum,  79  Leonard  St. 

(5  blocks  so  of  Canal  St.  bet  Church  & Bway ) 
For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Break  with  the  Racist  Democrats— 
Build  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

Women’s  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Speaker:  Paula  Daniels,  Spartacist  League 

Monday,  September  14,  12  noon  Student  Union  B112 

For  more  information:  (415)  777-9367  San  Francisco  State  University 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Race  and  Class  in  the  “New  World  Order” 

What  Strategy  for  Black  Liberation? 
Trotskyism  vs.  Black  Nationalism 

Speaker:  Don  Alexander,  Spartacist  League  Central  Committee 

Saturday,  September  19,  7:30  p.m.  126  Barrows  Hall 

For  more  information:  (510)  839-0851  University  of  California,  Berkeley 
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For  a Class-Struggle  Workers  Party 
to  Fight  for  a Socialist  America 

Racism  and  Decay  in 
Imperialist  America 


Guest  Speaker:  Keith  Anwar,  member  of  ATU  Local  308 


Thursday,  Sept.  24,  7:30  p.m. 

See  "Today  in  the  Union"  for  room 
UW  Madison 

For  more  information  (312)  663-0715 


Saturday,  October  3,  7:30  p.m. 

Regency  Room,  Blackstone  Hotel 
636  S Michigan  (at  Balbo) 

For  more  information:  (312)  663-0715 


BERKELEY 
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Smash  Nazi 
Pogroms... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 

working  class  in  defense  of  the  besieged 
immigrant  communities,  as  we  continue 
to  fight  capitalist  counterrevolution 
down  the  line,  from  Rostock  to  Moscow. 

The  Rostock  pogrom  unleashed  a 
wave  of  terror  against  refugees  around 
Germany.  From  Augsburg  in  Bavaria  to 
Greifswald  on  the  Baltic,  at  least  20  ref- 
ugee centers  have  been  attacked  in  the 
last  week;  a tent  camp  for  asylum  seekers 
in  Leipzig  was  burned  to  the  ground.  In 
Berlin  a bomb  was  set  off  at  the  monu- 
ment for  Jewish  deportees.  The  capitalist 
state  wants  to  use  the  outburst  of  Nazi 
terror  to  assault  democratic  rights.  They 
are  seeking  to  push  through  bonapart- 
ist  measures — the  use  of  police  shock 
troops  against  demonstrators,  and  expe- 
dited trials  to  be  used  against  leftists, 
immigrants  and  workers.  And  an  all- 
party coalition  in  Bonn  has  whipped  up 
hysteria  about  a "flood  of  foreigners.” 
instigating  the  pogromisl  wave,  in  order 
to  gut  the  right  of  asylum. 

For  months  Nazis  have  tried  to  whip 
up  hostility  among  the  residents  of 
Rostock/Lichtenhagen  against  the  refu- 
gees. Since  June  more  than  1 ,300  asylum 
seekers  have  been  jammed  into  the  build- 
ing which  has  space  for  only  a quarter 
of  that  number.  Many  families  had  to 
spend  the  night  on  the  lawn  outside  for 
lack  of  beds,  without  even  tents  over 
their  heads,  forced  to  eat  and  relieve 
themselves  there  for  lack  of  toilets  and 
cooking  facilities.  It  recalled  conditions 
in  the  infamous  Nazi  concentration 
camp  in  Marzahn  (Berlin)  set  up  to  hold 
Roma  and  Cinti,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  whom  were  murdered  by  the  Third 
Reich.  Local,  state  and  federal  officials 
were  squabbling  over  the  situation,  but 
did  nothing,  perhaps  in  a cynical  attempt 
to  stir  up  mass  resentment.  For  this  was 
a state-authorized  terrorist  attack. 

The  threats  to  go  after  the  refugees 
had  been  known  for  days,  published  in 
the  local  paper.  Police  arrived  early  on 
but  just  stood  by  and  watched;  they 
organized  the  removal  of  the  asylum 
seekers  under  the  supervision  of  federal 
interior  minister  Seiters,  and  then  with- 
drew so  the  arsonists  could  carry  out 
their  deadly  work  (with  the  Vietnamese 
immigrant  workers  still  inside).  Chan- 
cellor Kohl  grotesquely  sought  to  blame 
it  all  on  "Stasi  agents,"  whereas  in  fact 
fascists  came  in  from  Berlin  and  Ham- 
burg. openly  organizing  their  terror  over 
CB  radios.  But  the  main  "instigators" 
are  the  parliamentary  parties  who  have 
all  been  pushing  to  “crack  down"  on 
immigration.  The  racist  front  stretches 
from  the  bourgeois  Christian  Democrats 
(CDU)  and  Free  Democrats  (FDP)  to 


PDC  Notes... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

family  to  the  hinterlands  of  Hinton, 
Oklahoma. 

For  over  21  years,  Geronimo  ji  Jaga 
(Pratt),  America’s  foremost  class-war 
prisoner,  has  been  locked  away  in  prison 
hell,  framed  in  the  FBI/COINTELPRO 
campaign  against  the  Black  Panther 
Party.  On  August  24,  Geronimo’s  attor- 
neys filed  papers  in  the  San  Francisco 
Court  of  Appeal  appealing  from  last 
summer’s  outrageous  dismissal  of  his 
284-page  petition  for  a new  trial  one  day 
after  it  was  filed.  The  appeal  cites  new 
evidence  to  confirm  that  Geronimo  was 
400  miles  away  from  the  Santa  Monica 
killing  for  which  he  was  framed. 

Joining  in  the  appeal  is  Jeanne  Rook 
Hamilton,  a juror  from  Geronimo’s  orig- 
inal trial,  who  wrote  the  court:  "There 
is  absolutely  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
the  jury  never  would  have  convicted  Mr. 
Pratt  had  we  known  any  of  these  facts." 
Former  FBI  agent  Wesley  Swearingen, 


the  Social  Democrats  (SPD).  with  the 
Greens  calling  for  "quotas’’  and  the  ex- 
Stalinist  would-be  social  democrats  of 
the  PDS  demanding  more  cops. 

A year  ago.  fascist  thugs  staged  a 
pogrom  in  the  lignite  mining  town  of 
Hoyerswerda.  The  bourgeois  media  (and 
not  a few  "leftists")  are  portraying  the 
entire  population  of  the  DDR,  the  former 
East  German  workers  state,  as  a pack  of 
racists.  But  while  the  Nazis  have  been 
feeding  off  the  desperation  produced  by 
mass  unemployment,  the  fascists  are  still 
a small  minority.  As  the  Spartakist  Work- 
ers Party  (SpAD)  wrote  in  a 24  August 


leaflet,  “other  residents  expressed  their 
outrage"  to  our  comrades  over  the  fascist 
terror  against  the  immigrants: 

"Rostock  is  a workers  city!  Only  a short 
while  ago  the  shipyard  workers  demon- 
strated through  plant  occupations  their 
willingness  to  fight  the  scorched  earth 
policies  of  the  Treuhand  (the  state  agency 
set  up  to  liquidate  the  DDR  economy). 
We  Spartakists  say:  Energetic  actions  by 
the  Rostock  metal  and  shipyard  workers 
and  their  anti-fascist  allies  can  prevent 
the  Nazi  pogrom /” 

Thousands  of  copies  of  this  leaflet  were 
distributed  in  Rostock. 

On  Saturday.  August  29,  some  20,000 
anti-fascists  marched  through  the  streets 
of  the  Lichtenhagen  district.  This  in  itself 
was  an  achievement,  as  they  were  sur- 
rounded and  continuously  harassed  by  a 
huge  police  mobilization  for  civil  war. 
Some  28  police  "centuria"  (hundred-man 
squads)  of  riot  cops  and  federal  "border 
police"  were  sent  in,  along  with  hun- 
dreds of  other  cops  and  more  than  a 
dozen  helicopters  which  menacingly 
buzzed  the  crowd.  Cars  and  buses 


who  was  in  the  L.A.  squad  assigned  to 
neutralize  BPP  members,  wrote  a sepa- 
rate letter,  stating:  “I  have  information 
that  Pratt  is  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  convicted  and  that  the  FBI 
and  LAPD  have  lied  to  the  court  in  a 
massive  cover-up....” 

Support  for  Geronimo  continues  to 
grow.  Recently  Coretta  Scott  King  and 
Amnesty  International  were  among 
those  sending  letters  of  support  to  the 
appeals  court.  The  American  Postal 
Workers  Union  recently  passed  a reso- 
lution to  lobby  in  his  defense. 

We  urge  all  readers  of  Workers  Van- 
guard to  join  our  work  on  behalf  of  the 
class-war  prisoners.  For  more  infor- 
mation about  our  class-war  prisoners 
program,  to  join  the  campaigns  to  free 
Geronimo  and  the  vital  work  to  save 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  contact  the  PDC. 
Send  a donation  of  $5  or  more  and 
receive  a subscription  to  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes.  For  a single  copy  send 
$1  to  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  PO. 
Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York. 
New  York  10013  ■ 


were  stopped  and  searched  on  the  Auto- 
bahn. and  a 1.500-strong  contingent 
from  Hamburg  was  blocked  for  hours 
from  joining  the  protest. 

The  SpAD  leaflet  noted,  "While  the 
pogromists  were  rampaging  in  Rostock, 
an  SPD  internal  leadership  meeting  was 
giving  a green  light  for  dismantling  the 
right  to  asylum."  At  the  same  time,  the 
SPD  approved  the  use  of  Bundeswehr 
troops  for  imperialist  interventions 
around  the  world,  of  course  only  in  UN 
"blue  helmets."  SPD  chief  Engholm  is 
now  rabidly  demanding  speeded-up 
deportations.  Already  the  Social  Demo- 


crats have  been  pushing  for  “collection 
camps"  for  refugees  requesting  asylum, 
and  setting  them  up  in  states  the  SPD 
governs. 

The  escalation  of  racist  terror  has 
accompanied  the  rise  of  aggressive  Ger- 
man nationalism  set  off  by  the  capitalist 
reunification  of  the  Fourth  Reich.  In  the 
drive  to  Anschluss  (annexation)  of  the 
DDR  workers  state,  the  SPD  was  the 
"Trojan  horse  of  counterrevolution,"  as 
we  Trotskyists  declared.  When  Nazis 
defaced  the  Soviet  war  memorial  in  Trep- 
tow  (East  Berlin),  the  Spartakists  initi- 
ated a united-front  workers  mobilization 
in  January  1990,  which  was  taken  up  by 
the  SED/PDS  and  brought  out  250,000 
people  seeking  to  oppose  the  drive  to 
reunification  and  defend  the  DDR.  But 
the  bourgeoisie  and  their  SPD  agents 
upped  the  voltage  of  their  destabilization 
campaign,  pumping  millions  into  hastily 
called  DDR  elections,  and  the  bankrupt 
Stalinists  took  fright  at  the  prospect  of 
proletarian  political  revolution  and  civil 
war.  With  the  strength  of  the  West 
German  economy,  symbolized  by  the 
D-mark,  the  partisans  of  “Germany — 
one  fatherland”  won  out. 

Afterward  came  the  bitter  reckoning. 
The  mass  unemployment  and  social  mis- 
ery produced  by  the  systematic  destruc- 
tion of  East  German  industry  has  brought 
desperation  and  lumpenization.  The 
sense  of  hopelessness  is  widespread  in 
areas  like  Rostock's  Lichtenhagen,  home 
of  thousands  of  former  workers  in  the 
shipyards  which  built  boats  primarily 
for  the  Soviet  Union.  Youth  without  any 
perspective  of  a job  or  any  future  at  all 
are  susceptible  to  fascist  demagogues. 
But  if  the  power  of  the  working  class 
were  mobilized  it  would  be  a very  dif- 
ferent story.  The  public  workers  strike 
last  spring  dramatically  showed  this, 
spreading  from  West  to  East  in  wildcat 
action,  to  the  consternation  of  the  social- 
democratic  OTV  union  bureaucrats  and 
the  Kohl  regime. 

As  earlier  in  Eberswalde,  where  the 
cops  stood  by  as  the  Angolan  worker 
Amadeu  Antonio  was  murdered  by  skin- 
heads, and  later  beat  up  a memorial 
march,  in  Rostock  the  police  prepared 
the  way  for  the  Nazis  and  then  assaulted 


the  anti-fascists.  The  weeklong  pogrom 
began  on  Saturday.  August  22.  and  esca- 
lated day  by  day  until  the  police  carried 
out  the  racists’  demands  for  "foreigners 
out.”  Several  thousand  bystanders  in 
part  egged  on  the  "brown  mob."  But  the 
workers  in  Rostock  are  not  a racist  mass, 
as  the  anti-Communist  propaganda  cam- 
paign would  have  one  believe.  Decisive 
action  by  organized  working  people 
would  have  dispersed  the  couple  hun- 
dred skinheads,  shut  up  "eager  onlook- 
ers” in  a flash,  and  won  the  support  of 
the  many  decent  Rostockers. 

Workers  in  the  harbor  and  at  the 
Warnow  works  particularly  wanted  to  do 
something  against  the  Nazis.  But  the 
SPD-led  union  bureaucrats,  the  same 
ones  who  had  throttled  the  struggle  of 
the  waterfront  workers  against  mass  lay- 
offs, prevented  the  mobilization  of  Ros- 
tock workers.  On  August  25.  the  local 
DGB  union  federation  called  for  a pro- 
test that  same  day.  but  distributed  a leaf- 
let announcing  it  after  quitting  time,  so 
that  only  a few  hundred  showed  up.  The 
DGB  then  refused  to  call  for  the  big  anti- 
fascist demonstration  on  August  29.  and 
the  IG  Metall  union  closed  their  offices 
for  two  days  beforehand. 

The  SpAD  has  repeatedly  called  for 
workers  mobilization  against  the  mount- 
ing Nazi/skinhead  attacks.  When  the 
NPD  fascists  announced  they  would 
"celebrate"  the  Kristallnacht  pogrom  in 
Halle  last  November  9,  the  Spartakists 
fought  for  a united-front  union-based 
action  to  stop  the  racist  terrorists.  We 
found  considerable  support  among  the 
workers  in  this  concentrated  industrial 
region.  But  after  first  endorsing,  at  the 
last  minute  the  DGB  bureaucrats  with- 
drew and  demobilized  the  unions.  If 
instead  of  this  shameful  betrayal  the 
Nazis  had  been  stopped  by  a powerful 
workers  action,  they  wouldn’t  have  been 
so  bold  in  showing  their  bloody  face 
in  Rostock,  in  the  traditionally  “red” 
(socialist)  north. 

The  August  29  demonstration  was 
dominated  by  the  Autonomen,  many  of 
whom  participated  in  courageous  actions 
to  defend  the  Rostock  immigrant  dormi- 
tories. Over  the  course  of  the  week, 
almost  a hundred  were  arrested  by  the 
same  cops  who  made  the  Nazi  pogrom 
possible,  and  who  then  threw  anti- 
fascists into  the  same  cells  with  skin- 
heads. The  Spartakist  Workers  Party 
demands:  Drop  the  charges — Immedi- 
ately end  all  prosecution  of  anti-fascists! 
Rather  than  indecisive  street  Fight- 
ing with  Nazi/skinheads,  and  guerrilla 
(theater)  “war”  with  the  far  more  heavily 
armed  cops,  it  is  necessary  to  bring  to 
bear  the  social  power  of  the  workers  and 
immigrants  in  order  to  beat  down  fas- 
cist terror.  The  Autonomen  who  yelled 
“Shame  on  you!”  at  the  apartment  build- 
ings in  Lichtenhagen  thereby  equate  the 
workers  with  the  sellout  DGB  tops. 

The  Spartakists  fight  for  full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  all  immigrants,  for  all  who 
have  made  it  into  the  country  to  have 
the  same  rights  as  everyone  else.  The 
liberal  demand  for  a “right  to  remain,” 
which  is  also  raised  by  Autonomen 
youth,  means  keeping  immigrants  and 
asylum  seekers  in  a second-class  status. 
The  Party  of  Democratic  Socialism 
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Rostock,  August  29:  20,000  march  against  anti-immigrant  terror.  Spartakist 
contingent  called  for  mass  worker/immigrant  mobilizations  to  stop  the  fascists. 
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(continued  from  page  6) 
cronies,  to  become  part  of  a new  capi- 
talist ruling  class.  Across  East  Europe 
and  the  former  USSR,  weak  counter- 
revolutionary governments,  lacking  cap- 
ital. have  substituted  racism  and  nation- 
alism as  a tool  to  destroy  the  deformed 
workers  states.  "Ethnic  cleansing"  is  the 
battle  cry  of  the  capitalist-restorationists. 
from  the  Serbian  chauvinists  and  Croa- 
tian fascistic  commandos  who  destroyed 
multi-ethnic  Yugoslavia  to  neo-Nazis 
firebombing  immigrant  hostels  in  the 
former  DDR. 

In  Moscow,  the  Pamyat  fascists,  who 
Yeltsin  legitimized,  openly  describe 
themselves  as  "the  last  hope  of  white 
civilization."  Yeltsin's  "democratic  intel- 
ligentsia" is  shot  through  with  Great 
Russian  chauvinist  racism.  A common 
reaction  among  these  "yupskies"  is  that 
the  abandonment  of  Afghanistan  was  jus- 
tified because  “those  Asians  are  not  worth 
the  blood  of  our  Russian  boys."  This  is 
the  racist  face  behind  the  mask  of  Yel- 
tsin’s “democratic"  counterrevolution. 

For  Workers  Political 
Revolution! 

Led  by  the  Bolsheviks,  the  young 
Soviet  republic  was  a beacon  of  libera- 
tion, especially  for  the  most  oppressed 


scandalously  called  for  “understanding” 
of  the  racists.  A commentary  in  the  PDS' 
Neues  Deutschland  (24  August)  asked, 
referring  to  the  residents  who  clapped 
and  chanted  “Sieg  Heil”:  “Are  they 
therefore  extremists,  even  fascists,  on 
the  warpath?  Nonsense,  they  are  neigh- 
bors— nice  people  like  the  Mullers,  the 
Meiners,  the  Schulzes  who  live  next  to 
me  and  you.  ..  There  was  noise  and  filth 
and  strange  people."  The  Rostock  PDS 
chairwoman  expressed  solidarity  with 
the  “months-long  discontent  and  protests 
of  the  Lichtenhagen  residents."  Earlier. 
ND  was  pushing  a racist  campaign 
against  immigrants  running  gambling 
games  in  shopping  districts.  Now  they're 
worrying  about  supposed  “criminal  ac- 
tivity” by  the  organization  of  Roma  and 
Cinti!  For  these  arch-reformists  who 
yearn  to  be  "respectable”  social  demo- 
crats, it  is  the  refugees  who  are  “the 
problem,"  not  the  Nazi  murderers. 

Gregor  Gysi,  Hans  Modrow  and  the 
entire  PDS  parliamentary  group  marched 
prominently  in  the  August  29  protest. 
But  this  had  the  character  of  an  alibi. 
Until  then,  there  had  been  no  organized 
PDS  presence  in  the  various  demos 
against  the  Rostock  pogroms.  And  on 
the  day  of  the  national  demo  they  held 
a meeting  of  the  "Committee  for  Jus- 
tice,” the  so-called  “East  Committee"  in 
which  the  PDS  sits  side  by  side  with 
far-rightist  Diestel,  in  Berlin.  But  quite 
a few  PDSers  have  been  shocked  by  their 
leadership’s  disgusting  apologies  for  the 
racists. 

The  Rostock  pogroms  have  even  sent 
a shock  wave  through  sections  of  the 
Social  Democracy.  SPD  vice  chairman 
Thierse  wants  to  use  the  anti-“foreigner” 
uproar  to  push  the  racist  demand  for 
"lower  quotas"  of  immigrants  in  East 
Germany,  while  grotesquely  blaming 
xenophobia  on  the  DDR’s  “state  events 
for  friendship  of  the  peoples”!  But  at  the 
August  26  Berlin  protest,  members  of 
the  Jusos  (Young  Socialists)  carried  a 
banner:  " Rassismus  auf  Raten,  Sozial- 
demokraten?"  (Racism  On  the  Install- 
ment Plan,  Social  Democrats?).  Many 
listened  attentively  to  bullhorning  by  the 
Spartakists.  At  Rostock  on  the  29th  there 
were  banners  of  the  Jusos  and  the  Falken 
(the  SPD  high  school  student  group). 

The  SPD  is  trying  to  show  itself  "capa- 
ble of  governing"  by  being  the  main 
force  behind  the  anti-Communist  witch- 
hunt in  reunified  capitalist  Greater 
Germany.  Thus  it  is  the  SPD  "justice" 
minister  of  Berlin  who  has  jailed  former 


peoples  on  earth.  In  a land  that  invented 
the  word  “pogrom,”  a Jew.  Yakov  Sverd- 
lov,  became  the  first  president  of  the 
Russian  Republic.  Feliks  Dzerzhinsky,  a 
Pole,  became  chief  of  the  secret  police. 
Imagine  comparable  steps  for  the  lib- 
eration of  mankind  today:  a victorious 
American  workers  revolution  installs 
a black  communist  as  president  and  a 
Hispanic  woman  as  chief  of  police  to 
clean  out  the  remaining  nests  of  KKK 
and  Nazi  scum. 

Claude  McKay,  a Jamaican-born  poet 
who  addressed  the  Comintern’s  Fourth 
Congress  (1922)  in  Moscow,  wrote  of 
the  incredible  reception  he  received  as 


a black  man  in  Soviet  Russia: 

"Never  in  my  life  did  I feel  prouder  of 
being  an  African,  a black,  and  no  misiake 
about  it....  From  Moscow  to  Petrograd 
and  from  Petrograd  to  Moscow  I went 
triumphantly  from  surprise  to  surprise, 
extravagantly  feted  on  every  side.  I 
was  the  first  Negro  to  arrive  in  Russia 
since  the  Revolution,  and  perhaps  I was 
generally  regarded  as  an  omen  of  good 
luck!  Yes,  that  was  exactly  what  it  was. 
I was  like  a black  ikon." 

— A Lons  Wav  From  Home 
(1970) 

Despite  the  degeneration  led  by  Stalin, 
the  planned,  collectivized  Soviet  econ- 
omy was  the  basis  for  a society  where 
peoples  of  diverse  races  and  nationalities 


lived  in  relative  equality.  In  1935,  Paul 
Robeson  sent  his  own  son  off  to  the 
Soviet  Union  to  get  an  education  where 
“he  would  not  have  to  undergo  the  dis- 
crimination his  father  faced  in  the  United 
Stales." 

The  Bolsheviks  saw  the  Russian 
Revolution  as  the  first  step  of  a world 
revolution.  They  looked  to  extend 
proletarian  power  to  Germany  and  the 
rest  of  Europe,  and  also  to  the  East. 
In  1921  the  Communist  University  for 
the  Toilers  of  the  East  was  founded 
in  Moscow  as  a cadre  school  for  inter- 
nationalist revolutionaries.  In  Mem- 
oirs of  a Chinese  Revolutionary.  Wang 
Fan-hsi  recalls  that  after  the  defeat  of 
the  1927  Chinese  Revolution — a defeat 
sealed  on  Stalin's  orders  that  the  Chinese 
Communists  lay  down  their  arms  before 
the  bourgeois-nationalist  Kuomintang — 
many  young  exile  revolutionaries  in 
Moscow  immersed  themselves  in  the 
documents  of  the  Left  Opposition  and 
went  on  to  struggle  as  Trotskyist  fighters 
for  authentic  communism. 

Today  the  International  Communist 
League  is  struggling  to  reforge  a gen- 
uine Leninist-Trotskyist  party  to  lead 
the  working  class  in  a fight  for  politi- 
cal power  to  oust  the  counterrevolution- 
ary Yeltsin  government.  The  horrifying 
murder  of  a Zimbabwean  comrade  at 
Patrice  Lumumba  University  is  one  more 
compelling  example  of  what  the  tri- 
umph of  counterrevolution  would  have 
in  store.  ■ 


DDR  chief  of  state  Erich  Honecker  (who 
is  now  confirmed  to  be  suffering  from 
cancer)  and  former  DDR  security  chief 
Erich  Mielke.  The  SpAD  has  repeatedly 
denounced  this  persecution,  calling  for 
freedom  for  Honecker,  Mielke  and  oth- 
ers, such  as  anti-fascist  hero  Gerhard 
Bogelein.  Der  Spiegel  (31  August) 
printed  an  interview  with  Mielke  from 
his  cell  in  Moabit  prison,  in  which, 
among  other  things,  he  notes  that  “If  we 
were  still  there,  there  would  not  have 
been  such  incidents  as  the  uproar  against 
the  asylum  seekers  center  in  Rostock.” 

That  is  certainly  true.  The  East  Ger- 
man deformed  workers  state  was  built 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  Hitler-fascist 
regime  that  was  smashed  by  the  Soviet 
Red  Army.  For  years,  Vietnamese 
workers  worked  with  and  lived  among 
their  German  coworkers  in  Lichtenhagen 
without  fear  of  fascist  attacks,  as  did 
DDR  contract  workers  from  Cuba, 
Mozambique  and  Poland.  One  survivor 
of  the  Rostock  pogrom,  Thinh  Nguyen 
Do,  expressed  the  hope  "that  we  could 
again  live  together  with  the  German  pop- 
ulation as  we  did  earlier  at  the  time  of 
the  DDR.”  The  DDR  bureaucracy  made 
much  of  international  solidarity,  and 
gave  praiseworthy  support  to  Chilean 
refugees,  ANC  and  SWAPO  fighters 
from  southern  Africa.  But  because  Sta- 
linism is  fundamentally  a nationalist 
doctrine,  claiming  to  build  “socialism 
in  one  country"  (or  in  the  DDR,  in 
half  a country),  it  was  unable  to  root 
out  nationalist,  anti-foreigner  attitudes 
deeply  inculcated  by  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  stark  fact  is  that  after  45  years 
of  Stalinist  rule,  German  nationalism 
exploded  in  the  space  of  a few  weeks 
and  months  of  counterrevolution,  and 
has  continued  to  escalate  since.  And  the 
deadly  threat  is  not  just  potential.  It  is 
close  to  miraculous  that  no  one  was 
killed  in  the  Rostock  pogrom,  but 
already  in  the  first  eight  months  of  1992 
at  least  ten  people  have  been  killed  in 
assaults  by  fascist  thugs  and  mobs  in 
Germany.  In  fighting  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  in  the  DDR,  the 
Spartakists  emphasized  the  need  for  an 
internationalist  program  by  publish- 
ing greetings  in  Vietnamese,  Polish, 
Portuguese  and  Spanish  to  workers  in 
East  Germany,  as  well  in  Russian  to 
Soviet  troops  stationed  there.  We  also 
denounced  the  dangerous  consequences 
of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy’s  policy  of 
housing  “foreigners"  in  separate  areas. 

The  OTV  strike  showed  the  possibility  L. 


of  common  working-class  struggle  in 
Germany,  East  and  West,  as  did  the 
national  mobilization  to  protest  the 
pogroms  in  Rostock.  But  the  decisive 
element  is  the  forging  of  a workers  van- 
guard party  on  a revolutionary  program. 
The  fascists  cannot  be  rooted  out  without 
a fight  for  jobs  for  all.  which  requires  a 
frontal  assault  on  the  capitalist  system 


that  is  ruthlessly  annihilating  jobs  and 
industry  in  the  ex-DDR,  condemning 
older  workers  to  the  scrap  heap  and 
offering  no  promise  to  the  young,  except 
to  be  used  as  cannon  fodder  for  the 
Fourth  Reich.  The  Spartakist  Workers 
Party,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League,  seeks  to  build  this  rev- 
olutionary party.  ■ 
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Labor... 

( continued  from  page  12) 


liberal  Democratic  governor  Cuomo. 

Wealth  certainly  didn’t  "trickle  down” 
in  Reagan’s  America.  As  the  rich  got  a 
lot  richer,  the  poor  got  poorer,  including 
many  working  people.  Workers’  real 
wages  have  fallen  by  20  percent  since 
1973  and  real  weekly  earnings  are  now 
almost  $100  below  the  level  they  were 
two  decades  ago.  Millions  are  homeless. 
Tens  of  millions  have  no  health  benefits 
at  all,  and  the  bourgeoisie  is  going  after 
medical  coverage  in  the  next  round  of 
contracts.  Blacks  and  other  minorities 
have  borne  the  brunt  of  the  crisis  with 
skyrocketing  unemployment.  lower 
wages  and  the  brutal  terror  of  the  cops. 
The  recent  explosion  in  South-Central 
Los  Angeles  laid  bare  the  massive  anger 
in  the  ghettos  and  barrios,  and  put  a spot- 
light on  the  racist  edge  of  the  immiser- 
ation  of  the  masses.  There  should  have 
been  massive  strike  action  to  defend  the 
besieged  ghetto  population  of  L.A.,  start- 
ing with  the  powerful  longshore  union. 

But  the  labor  movement,  under  the 
thumb  of  the  pro-capitalist,  job-trusting 
bureaucracy,  has  been  criminally  silent. 
Moreover,  it  is  the  black  Democratic 
mayors  who  daily  enforce  the  racist 
oppression  of  the  ghettos  and  barrios, 
and  chain  the  black  masses  to  their 
oppressors.  This  election  year  the  Dem- 
ocrats don't  even  bother  to  nod  in 
the  direction  of  blacks  and  labor,  as 
Clinton-Gore,  the  first  all-Confederate 
ticket  since  the  Civil  War,  embody  the 
Democrats’  own  “Southern  strategy." 
Clinton  hasn't  even  bothered  to  call  Jesse 
Jackson,  who  is  more  than  willing  to  ride 
in  the  back  of  the  Democratic  Party  bus 
and  shill  for  the  segregated  country  club 
golfer  and  hands-on  executioner  from 
Arkansas.  But  this  year.  Jackson  isn’t 
even  allowed  on  the  bus. 

There  must  be  a fight  to  build  a rev- 
olutionary workers  party  that  will  lead 
minorities  and  all  working  people  in  a 
fight  to  throw  out  these  labor  traitors  in 
order  to  unleash  the  power  of  the  work- 
ing class!  Such  a party  must  be  a genuine 
tribune  of  the  people,  championing  the 
cause  of  all  the  oppressed:  black  and  His- 
panic minorities,  women,  immigrants, 
homosexuals.  It  must  be  an  internation- 
alist party,  that  opposes  the  crimes  of 
U.S.  imperialism  from  Panama  to  the 
Persian  Gulf.  The  most  elementary 
defense  of  working  people,  from  the 
existence  of  the  unions  to  the  lives  of 
black  youth,  requires  the  struggle  for  a 
workers  government  that  will  rip  the 
productive  wealth  out  the  hands  of  the 
capitalists  and  rebuild  this  country  on  an 
egalitarian,  socialist  basis. 

Bureaucrats  Push  Democratic 
Party,  Protectionism 

When  Secretary  of  State  James  Baker 
took  over  the  Republican  re-election 
campaign,  he  vowed  that  from  now  on 
"President  Bush  targets  America” — 
which  sounded  more  like  a threat  than 
a promise.  Bush  presides  over  the  dev- 


and the  notoriously  anti-union,  $50  bil- 
lion a year  Wal-Mart  chain,  whose  board 
of  directors  includes  Hillary  Clinton. 

Bush  and  Clinton  both  support  the 
recently  negotiated  North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA).  This  pact 
has  nothing  to  do  with  free  trade  and 
everything  to  do  with  trade  competition 
against  U.S.  imperialism’s  Japanese  and 
German  rivals.  NAFTA  will  set  up  a 
“Fortress  North  America,"  with  higher 
protectionist  measures  against  some  for- 
eign goods  (the  “local  content"  require- 
ment for  autos  was  raised  from  50  to 
62.5  percent).  And  it  will  mean  massive 
U.S.  investment  and  exploitation  in 
Mexico.  After  the  uproar  in  Mexico  over 
the  Supreme  Court  ruling  that  the  U.S. 
could  kidnap  "suspects"  in  foreign  coun- 
tries with  impunity,  in  a typical  display 
of  Yankee  imperialist  arrogance  the  head 
of  the  Customs  Service  announced  that 
the  free  trade  agreement  will  “allow  U.S. 
agents  to  enter  Mexico  in  search  of  ille- 
gally labeled  goods”! 

But  the  AFL-CIO  labor  traitors  oppose 
NAFTA  on  racist,  protectionist  grounds, 
whining  that  it  "is  not  in  the  best  inter- 
ests of  our  nation.”  The  UAW's  Owen 
Bieber,  whose  gang  has  presided  over 
the  destruction  of  three-quarters  of  a 
million  auto  jobs,  rails  against  "export- 
ing jobs  to  Mexico."  In  the  face  of  the 
increasing  integration  of  Mexican  plants 
into  the  U.S.  economy,  particularly  in 
auto,  what’s  needed  is  common  class 
struggle  to  raise  the  wages  and  working 
conditions  of  Mexican.  Canadian  and 
U.S.  workers.  During  the  recent  Volks- 
wagen strike,  which  was  brutally 
smashed  to  demonstrate  the  promise  of 
"labor  peace"  under  NAFTA,  Mexican 
president  Salinas  raised  the  spectre  of 
interference  by  "foreign  labor  organiza- 
tions." But  the  crime  is  that  German  and 
American  unions  didn't  come  to  the  aid 
of  the  VW  strikers! 

Today’s  labor  bureaucrats,  bound  hand 
and  foot  to  the  Democratic  Party  of 
American  capitalism,  hate  internation- 
alist class  struggle  like  the  plague.  Fear- 


After six  months 
on  picket  lines, 
Caterpillar 
strikers  were 
knifed  in  the 
back  by 
(JAW  tops. 


cruise  missiles  hitting  Baghdad  will  dis- 
tract the  millions  of  unemployed  and 
propel  him  into  a second  term.  The  flavor 
of  the  Republican  coronation  of  Bush  in 
Houston  last  month  was  nicely  captured 
by  liberal  Newsday  columnist  Robert 
Reno: 

“All  this  howling  about  family  values, 
punctuated  by  a little  welfare  bashing 
and  superpatriotism,  begins  to  sound 
ominously  like  a session  of  collabora- 
tionist politicians  meeting  at  Vichy,  as 
they  did  in  1940,  to  change  the  motto  of 
France  from  ‘liberty,  equality,  fraternity’ 
to  ‘work,  family,  fatherland’," 

So  if  for  workers,  minorities,  women, 
gays  the  prospect  of  “four  more  years" 
of  Bush  sounds  about  as  appealing  as 
the  slave  quarters  on  the  King  Ranch, 
what  would  a Clinton  administration 
look  like?  The  Left  Business  Observer 
(4  August)  provided  a sketch  by  looking 
at  the  governor’s  home  state.  They 
describe  the  Arkansas  treasury  as  “a 
feeding  trough  for  local  corporations." 
As  for  labor: 

“In  1976,  Attorney  General  Clinton  sup- 
ported the  state’s  right-to-work  law;  in 


Industrial  murder  in  Hamlet,  North  Carolina,  September  1991 : 25  workers  killed 
in  chicken  factory  fire,  trapped  by  flames  after  bosses  locked  fire  exits. 


astation  of  the  economy  like  Herbert 
Hoover.  So  little  confidence  in  him  do 
his  fellow  capitalists  in  the  financial 
community  have  that  the  day  after 
Bush’s  acceptance  speech,  the  stock  mar- 
ket fell  50  points  and  there  was  a run 
on  the  dollar.  Bush  is  hoping  that  some 


the  1980s,  Gov.  Clinton  bragged  about 
the  law  in  state-sponsored  ads  in  the 
business  press.  One  of  his  development 
piggy  banks  made  a loan  to  a firm  that 
needed  the  money  to  build  inventory  to 
withstand  a possible  strike." 

His  backers  include  Don  Tyson,  owner 
of  the  world’s  biggest  chicken  processor. 
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ing  for  their  fat  posts,  they  go  pleading 
to  the  bosses  and  their  government  for 
protection  against  the  "foreign"  compe- 
tition. This  is  a prescription  for  contin- 
ued defeats  and  a downward  spiral 
in  living  conditions  in  the  interests  of 
capitalist  "competitiveness."  Even  more 
ominously,  it  enlists  labor  in  the  drive 
toward  interimperialist  war.  Already  a 
global  trade  war  is  brewing.  NAFTA 
is  directed  mainly  against  Japanese  cap- 
ital. and  Tokyo  complained  bitterly 
about  the  new  auto  regulations.  A class- 
struggle  leadership  of  labor  would  break 
with  the  Democrats  and  join  hands  with 
fellow  workers  from  Japan  to  Mexico 
against  their  common  capitalist  enemy. 

The  fact  is,  as  long  as  capitalism 
exists,  the  capitalists  will  move  jobs  to 
where  the  profits  are  higher.  It’s  up  to 
the  labor  movement  to  organize,  and 
fight!  How  about  a good  old-fashioned 
sit-down  strike — seize  the  plants  and 
equipment  that  they  want  to  close  or 
move!  And  how  about  defending  the 
Mexican  workers  who  face  the  onslaught 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  such  as  the  oil 
workers  whose  jobs  will  be  slashed.  Let 
there  be  a joint  international  strike  of 
U.S.  and  Mexican  workers  on  both  sides 
of  the  border,  for  the  raising  of  Mexican 
wages  and  working  conditions  to  U.S. 
union  standards!  But  this  would  require 
an  anti-capitalist,  communist  vision,  in 
fact  a revolutionary  party. 

Defeat  the  War  on  Labor! 

The  marriage  of  the  labor  bureaucracy 
with  the  bosses’  government  goes  back 
to  the  World  War  II  no-strike  pact  and 
beyond.  It  became  permanent  in  the  Cold 
War  witchhunt  of  the  late  ’40s  and  '50s, 
which  purged  reds  from  the  unions,  and 
was  sealed  in  law  by  the  1947  Taft- 
Hartley  Act.  This  not  only  barred  com- 
munists from  union  office  but  outlawed 
vital  class-struggle  tactics  such  as  “hot- 
cargoing"  struck  goods  (the  secondary 
labor  boycott),  and  instituted  presiden- 
tial anti-strike  injunctions,  which  were 
then  used  by  Democrat  Truman  against 
the  miners,  packinghouse  workers,  mar- 
itime and  waterfront  unions.  From  1917 
on,  the  bosses  have  sought  to  destroy 
the  Soviet  workers  state  which  grew 
out  of  the  October  Revolution,  despite 
its  subsequent  bureaucratic  degeneration 
under  Stalinism,  just  as  they  seek  the 
destruction  of  the  unions  at  home.  The 
“labor  statesmen”  of  the  “AFL-CIA," 
who  have  acted  as  Washington’s  agents 
to  destroy  militant  unions  abroad,  have 
during  the  last  decade  and  a half  become 
the  agents  of  the  destruction  of  their  own 
organizations. 

Meanwhile,  the  government  has 
stepped  up  its  war  on  the  unions.  Its 


PATCO  strike  leaders  dragged  off  In 
chains,  1981. 
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legal  weapon  of  choice  these  days  is  the 
Racketeer  Influenced  Corrupt  Organi- 
zation Act  (RICO),  which  the  feds  used 
to  literally  take  over  the  Teamsters  union 
and  engineer  an  election.  In  the  guise 
of  “cleaning  up”  the  union,  virtually  the 
entire  fake-left  climbed  on  board  the 
campaign  by  the  government's  hand- 
picked candidate.  Ron  Carey.  Elected 
president  last  year.  Carey  is  now  whim- 
pering that  the  government  has  taken 
too  much  control.  The  court  responded 
by  appointing  to  the  review  board  that 
will  run  the  union  none  other  than 
former  FBI  and  CIA  director  William 
Webster,  who  sits  on  the  boards  of  Team- 
ster employer  Anheuser-Busch  and  the 
strikebreaking  Pinkerton  agency! 

But  you  can  fight  City  Hall... and 
the  federal  government.  During  the 
1 10-day  1977-78  coal  miners  strike, 
miners  burned  the  Taft-Hartley  injunc- 
tions handed  out  by  the  Democratic 
Carter-Mondale  administration.  The 
labor  movement  must  turn  the  bosses' 
union-busting  and  slave  labor  laws  into 
worthless  scraps  of  paper.  Class  strug- 
gle— like  the  mass  picket  that  stopped 


Workers  in  St.  Croix.  Virgin  Islands 
are  battling  Yankee  slave  labor  bosses  at 
the  giant  Hess  Oil  refinery,  one  of  the 
world’s  largest.  The  issues:  job  discrim- 
ination, with  black  and  Puerto  Rican 
workers  from  the  islands  excluded  from 
better-paying  positions,  which  are  filled 
by  white  workers  brought  in  from  the 
States;  gross  wage  differentials,  as  work- 
ers at  Hess'  mainland  operations  earn  up 
to  50  percent  more;  and  raw  racist  abuse 
at  the  hands  of  Southern  white  super- 
visors. Early  last  month  this  explosive 
mixture  blew  sky-high  when  mainte- 
nance workers  were  locked  out  by  man- 
agement. After  bosses  fingered  unionists 
and  cops  beat  pickets  bloody,  several 
notoriously  racist  supervisors  took  some 
well-deserved  lumps.  In  a flurry  of  press 
conferences,  the  union  has  charged  the 
company  with  rampant  racism. 

The  875  maintenance  workers  were 
locked  out  on  August  5 after  voting 
down  the  insulting  contract  offer  by  a 
subcontractor  of  the  Hess  Oil  Virgin 
Islands  Corp.  When  picket  lines  were 
thrown  up  in  protest,  the  2,000 
construction  workers  building  HOVIC’s 
new  $800  million  catalytic  cracker 
("catcracker”)  solidarized  with  them, 
whereupon  they  too  were  locked  out. 
Most  of  the  maintenance  and  con- 
struction workers,  organized  by  United 
Steelworkers  (USWA)  Local  8248.  are 
local  blacks  or  Puerto  Ricans  who  have 
the  dirtiest  and  most  dangerous  jobs,  but 
earn  less  pay  than  white  workers. 
According  to  local  president  Lloyd 
Daley,  "the  average  stateside  employee 
is  receiving  $7  more  per  hour,  plus 
benefits”  (St.  Croix  Avis,  12  August). 

Maintenance  and  construction  work- 
ers are  subjected  to  grueling  12-hour 
shifts  (Hess  is  known  as  standing  for 
"Holidays.  Evenings,  Saturdays  and 
Sundays").  In  the  contract  negotiations, 
in  addition  to  wage  increases  and  sick 
leave,  the  union  demanded  an  end  to 
the  racist  treatment  of  blacks.  At  a meet- 
ing of  a legislative  labor  committee, 
machine  operators  testified  that  a crane 
supervisor  called  them  "niggers.”  In 
another  instance,  a white  supervisor  told 
a heavy  equipment  operator.  “You  black 
people  don't  know  what  responsibility 
is  about."  Workers  on  the  picket  line 
charged  that  “Hess  is  bringing  in  white 
people  to  run  the  catcracker  unit — no 
locals  will  work  on  that."  In  its 
"defense."  the  president  of  Amerada 
Hess  admitted  that  four  or  five  white 
supervisors  had  to  be  sent  back  in  recent 
months  for  mistreating  black  employees. 

On  August  6 angry  workers  massed 
outside  the  Hess  compound.  HOVIC 
vice  president  Alex  Moorhead  was  pres- 
ent. singling  out  union  leaders  to  the 
cops.  Local  8248  president  Daley  said 
that  police  "drew  batons  and  started 
beating  people.  One  guy,  they  stomped 


Spartacist 
League  calls  for 
class-struggle 
workers  party. 
Labor  tops'  ties 
to  pro-business 
Democratic  Party 
spell  defeat 
for  workers' 
struggles. 


the  scab  Pittsburgh  Press — is  the  answer 
to  the  pitiful  and  now  (luckily)  defunct 
AFL-CIO  "anti-scabbing"  bill  in  Con- 
gress. This  would  ostensibly  have 
banned  the  hiring  of  "permanent  re- 
placement" workers  by  the  bosses,  while 
surrendering  the  right  to  strike  by  sub- 
mitting unresolved  bargaining  issues  to 
a federal  "fact-finding"  panel.  You  stop 
scabs  by  mobilizing  the  power  of  labor 
on  the  picket  line,  not  by  pleading  with 
Congress. 

A lot  of  hustlers  for  the  Democratic 
Party  will  peddle  their  "fight  the  right" 
rhetoric  again  this  year,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  chains  that  have  kept 
workers  and  blacks  tied  to  their  class 
enemy.  But  the  labor  bureaucrats’  "lesser 
evil"  shell  game  of  voting  for  "friend  of 
labor"  Democrats  is  wearing  very  thin. 
Today,  millions  of  black  and  other  work- 
ing people  know  full  well  that  both 
parties  have  nothing  to  offer,  and  that 
the  whole  system  is  rotten  to  the  core. 
The  answer  is  not  a bourgeois  "third 
party"  or  a flaccid,  reformist  "labor 
party"  on  the  British  model,  but  ousting 
the  sellout  bureaucrats  and  building  a 


multiracial  workers  party  that  is  not  a 
parliamentary  machine  but  the  revolu- 
tionary vanguard  in  the  class  struggle  to 
free  all  the  oppressed. 

The  Spartacist  League  is  dedicated  to 


forging  such  a party  to  fight  for  a 
workers  government  to  expropriate  the 
bourgeoisie  that  has  made  U.S.  imperi- 
alism into  the  greatest  enemy  of  all 
mankind.  ■ 
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Caribbean  Oil  Workers 
Battle  Racist  Bosses 


on  his  face  while  he  was  on  the  ground" 
([Virgin  Islands)  Daily  News,  7 August). 
During  the  police  attack.  Daley  and 
union  rep  Fred  Joseph  were  arrested  and 
charged  with  inciting  a riot.  That  same 
day.  however,  a particularly  loathsome 
racist  supervisor  was  hospitalized  with 
broken  bones  from  an  alleged  beating 
by  strikers.  Three  other  cracker  super- 
visors got  a richly  deserved  lesson. 
Victims  of  Hess  exploitation  and  mis- 
treatment. driven  beyond  endurance, 
carried  out  an  elementary  act  of  sanita- 
tion to  remove  some  garbage  from  the 
island.  We  say:  Drop  the  charges  against 
the  USWA! 

HOVIC’s  president  fumed  against 
worker  “violence"  and  ordered  a shut- 
down of  construction  on  the  catcracker. 
The  catalytic  cracker  is  vital  to  the  future 
of  Hess,  as  demand  for  residual  oil  is 
declining  while  the  conversion  of  crude 
into  more  profitable  gasoline  depends  on 
bringing  the  new  facility  on  line.  Job 
training  for  positions  inside  the  cat- 
cracker should  be  run  by  the  USWA, 
and  hiring  should  be  among  refinery 
workers  through  a union  hiring  hall. 

To  break  boss  Hess,  however,  requires 
a class-struggle  leadership.  Every  time 
the  Hess  workers  play  hardball,  the 
bosses  worry  that  there’ll  be  another 
Cuba  in  the  hemisphere.  Grandstanding 
Island  politicians  like  "Chucky”  Hansen 
and  Senator  Lilliana  Belardo  de  O’Neal 
(who  interrupted  her  trip  to  the  Repub- 
lican convention  to  be  with  the  workers) 
can  talk  out  of  the  left  side  of  their 
mouths,  but  it  was  the  class-struggle 


action  of  the  workers  against  the  racist 
bosses  that  ended  the  lockout.  Still,  the 
union  negotiators  saddled  Local  8248 
with  essentially  the  same  deal  they  had 
voted  down  originally. 

The  USWA  International’s  support 
consisted  of  $100  weekly  benefits.  Sen- 
timent for  joint  struggle  of  maintenance 
employees  and  construction  workers  was 
high,  yet  these  members  of  the  same 


local  were  directed  to  scab  on  each  other 
by  the  union  tops  because  they  have 
different  contracts  at  the  same  job  site! 
Not  only  should  all  of  the  workers  honor 
each  other's  picket  lines,  but  it  is  crim- 
inal that  the  Hess  workforce  is  split 
between  two  locals.  During  the  lock- 
outs of  the  maintenance  and  construc- 
tion workers,  refinery  workers  in  Local 
8526  were  still  working.  The  whole 
St.  Croix  Hess  complex  should  have 
been  shut  down! 

Although  Local  8248  workers  have 
gone  back,  the  fight  against  racism  and 
for  jobs  for  black  and  Puerto  Rican 
workers  continues.  In  1984,  USWA 
refinery  workers  waged  a determined 
fight  for  more  than  ten  months  against 
HOVIC’s  attempt  to  ram  through  a 
union-busting  contract.  Hess  oil  workers 
in  the  Virgin  Islands  must  fight  their 
Yankee  masters’  attempts  to  divide  and 
intimidate  the  workforce  along  racial 
lines.  Filthy  rich  Hess  raked  in  $482.7 
million  in  earnings  in  1990  with  opera- 
tions from  Abu  Dhabi  to  New  Jersey; 
the  Virgin  Islands  complex  sits  in  the 
middle  as  a vital  processing  and  trans- 
shipment point  for  this  far-flung  empire. 

Like  an  old  plantation  owner,  ultra- 
reclusive  Leon  Hess  and  his  overseers 
have  nightmares  about  slave  uprisings 
on  their  “paradise"  island  of  tax  shel- 
ters and  naked  exploitation.  Hess  Oil 
wants  to  preserve  St.  Croix  as  its  own 
private  colony,  like  Exxon  does  in  Aruba. 
But  the  thousands  of  HOVIC  workers 
from  Trinidad,  Antigua,  Barbados. 
Puerto  Rico  and  elsewhere  in  the  Carib- 
bean represent  a powerful  force  that  can 
have  an  impact  far  beyond  St.  Croix.  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Bush-Clinton:  Pick  Your  Poison  Elections 


For  a Fighting  Workers  Party! 
Labor's  Gotta  Play  Hardball! 


At  the  end  of  July,  Teamster  news- 
paper drivers  in  Pittsburgh  declared,  "It 
stops  here!"  With  the  solidarity  of  5,000 
union  supporters  on  the  picket  line,  after 
two  months  on  strike  they  turned  back 
the  Pittsburgh  Press  Company’s  attempt 
to  publish  a scab  paper  in  late  July.  They 
massed  in  the  street  and  threw  back  the 
cops’  attempt  to  drive  a wedge  through 
the  pickets.  For  a change,  it  was  the 
scabs  and  Vance  Security  strikebreaking 
thugs  who  lost,  turning  tail  and  leaving 
town.  In  the  dozen  years  since  Reagan 
smashed  the  PATCO  air  controllers,  the 
bosses  have  left  a string  of  defeated 
strikes  and  busted  unions.  This  time, 
workers  across  the  country  took  notice: 
Finally  someone  on  our  side  won  a skir- 
mish in  the  class  war. 

But  the  battle  of  Pittsburgh  isn’t  over, 
and  the  stand  taken  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Press  strikers  is  rare  for  American 
labor  these  days.  More  typical,  unfor- 
tunately, is  the  ignominious  collapse  of 
the  Caterpillar  strike  in  April.  Today, 
CAT  plants  in  Peoria  and  central  Illi- 
nois are  seething,  as  the  results  of  Sol- 
idarity House's  betrayal  are  felt.  With 
CAT’s  suspension  of  the  dues  checkoff, 
as  much  as  two-thirds  of  the  work- 
force is  refusing  to  pay  dues.  One 
worker,  furious  that  the  UAW  ordered 
strikers  back  without  an  amnesty  for 
fired  militants,  remarked  bitterly  to 
Workers  Vanguard : “Even  a retreating 
army  doesn’t  leave  its  wounded  on  the 
battlefield."  As  scabs,  including  union 
stewards,  strut  around  the  plant,  work- 
ers are  victimized  by  a company  reign 
of  terror. 

The  knifing  of  the  CAT  strike  came 
less  than  24  hours  after  the  AFL-CIO 
International  bureaucracy  formally  en- 
dorsed the  anti-union,  “right  to  work" 
Democrat  Clinton  for  president.  Around 
the  country  this  Labor  Day,  the  union 
tops  will  be  trying  to  get  out  the  vote 
for  the  Democratic  Party.  A big  march 
is  planned  for  Pittsburgh,  ending  up  at 
the  Press  building.  But  far  from  building 
real  solidarity  in  action,  the  last  thing 
the  labor  fakers  want  to  see  during  the 
election  campaign  is  a militant  strike.  In 
the  Press  strike,  the  bureaucrats  threaten 
to  give  away  the  hundreds  of  union  jobs 
that  the  bosses  couldn’t  destroy  with 
their  scabs  and  thugs. 

What  ought  to  happen  on  September  7 
is  for  the  marchers  to  go  right  through 
the  doors  into  the  Pittsburgh  Press  build- 
ing and  occupy  it.  With  the  valuable 
presses  safely  in  the  workers’  hands,  you 
can  bet  that  management  would  be  quick 
to  settle.  But  such  a bold  assault  on  the 
sacred  "rights”  of  private  property  would 
run  head-on  into  the  capitalist  state,  its 
cops  and  its  courts.  Thus  every  major 
labor  battle  today  poses  the  need  for  a 
class-struggle  leadership  with  a program 
and  the  determination  to  mobilize  the 
power  of  the  working  class. 


Pittsburgh,  July  28 — Strikers  showed  how,  as  thousands-strong  mass  picket 
lines  stopped  distribution  of  the  scab  Press. 


As  we  wrote  in  the  1984  Workers  Van- 
guard supplement  "Labor’s  Gotta  Play 
Hardball  to  Win": 

"No  decisive  gain  of  labor  was  ever  won 
in  a courtroom  or  by  an  act  of  Congress. 
Everything  the  workers  movement  has 
won  of  value  has  been  achieved  by  mobi- 
lizing the  ranks  of  labor  in  hard-fought 
struggle,  on  the  picket  lines,  in  plant 
occupations.  What  counts  is  power... 
The  bosses  are  winning  because  the 
power  of  labor,  its  strength  to  decisively 
cripple  the  enemy,  has  not  been  brought 
to  bear." 

The  responsibility  for  that  lies  squarely 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  labor  bureauc- 
racy, whose  highest  loyalties  are  not  to 
the  membership  but  to  the  capitalist 
class,  and  who  have  therefore  presided 
over  the  systematic  dismantling  of  hard- 
won  union  gains  and  in  many  cases  the 
destruction  of  the  unions  themselves. 
Union  representation  in  the  private  sec- 
tor is  down  to  12  percent  of  the  work- 
force— less  than  half  of  what  it  was  just 
15  years  ago. 

While  AFL-CIO  chief  Lane  Kirkland 
chases  the  caboose  on  the  Democrats’ 
train,  the  capitalist  depression  deepens. 
Ten  million  are  unemployed,  according 
to  official  figures.  General  Motors,  with 
sales  of  well  over  $100  billion,  is  slash- 
ing its  workforce  by  74.000  in  the  next 
two  years.  There  wasn’t  a whimper  from 


the  UAW  "Sacrifice  House"  gang  when 
last  week  GM  closed  Van  Nuys.  the  last 
auto  plant  in  Southern  California — just 
as  the  ruling  class  was  talking  of 
“rebuilding"  the  local  economy  in  the 
wake  of  the  Los  Angeles  riots!  Over 
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2,600  workers.  15  percent  black  and 
almost  half  Latino,  were  thrown  out  of 
work.  But  the  potential  for  powerful 
strike  action  was  shown  by  workers  at 
the  Lordstown,  Ohio  stamping  plant, 
who  walked  out  August  27.  Immediately, 
the  Tennessee  plant  producing  the  hot- 
selling  Saturn  shut  down,  dependent  on 
the  "just  in  lime"  supply  of  parts.  Within 
days,  key  GM  plants  from  Flint.  Mich- 
igan to  Ramon  Arizpe,  Mexico  will  be 
affected. 

Beginning  with  the  UAW’s  1979 
multibillion-dollar  Chrysler  givebacks. 
engineered  by  the  Democratic  Carter 
administration,  and  under  the  hammer 
blows  of  Reagan-Bush  reaction,  the 
number  of  major  strikes  has  plummeted 
over  the  last  decade  and  a half,  reaching 
an  all-time  low  of  40  in  1991 . But  while 
the  national  union  tops  have  put  a 
clamp  on.  there  are  a number  of  local 
strikes  and  revolts  against  the  entrenched 
bureaucrats. 

Latino  workers,  from  Los  Angeles 
janitors  and  hotel  workers  and  South- 
ern California  construction  workers  to 
El  Paso-area  agricultural  workers,  have 
fought  organizing  battles  with  some 
success.  Heavily  black  city  workers 
in  Washington  and  now  Philadelphia 
are  going  right  up  against  black 
Democratic  Party  mayors.  It  was  the 
Democratic-dominated  Congress  which 
broke  a national  rail  strike,  issuing  a 
back-to-work  order  in  June.  And  while 
Pittsburgh  transit  workers  struck  for  a 
month  this  spring,  in  New  York  City 
Transport  Workers  Local  100,  the  most 
powerful  municipal  union  in  the  coun- 
try, voted  down  a sellout  contract  by 
two  to  one.  only  to  have  it  shoved 
down  their  throats  in  a vote  rigged 
by  the  pro-Democratic  union  tops  and 
continued  on  page  10 
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Combative  Latino  strikers  in  Southern  California  protest  outside  Parker  Center 
against  LAPD  attack,  July  28. 
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South  Africa:  The  Fraud  of  Neo-Apartheid 


De  Klerk’s 

Bantustan  Massacre 


ANC  marchers  carry  wounded  comrade  after  apartheid  “homelands"  troops  opened  fire  on  unarmed  demonstrators. 


For  the  second  time  in  three  months, 
a bloody  massacre  has  brutally  exposed 
the  myth  that  the  racist  apartheid  state 
is  being  transformed  into  a "democratic” 
South  Africa.  On  September  7,  the  army 
of  the  Ciskei  bantustan  unleashed  a pro- 
longed machine-gun  fusillade  into  a 
protest  march  of  50,000  African  National 
Congress  supporters,  killing  at  least  28, 
and  wounding  scores  of  others.  Ciskei *s 
military  regime  headed  by  the  despot 
Brigadier  Oupa  Gqozo  is  a creature  of 
Pretoria,  and  blame  for  this  heinous 
crime  lies  squarely  at  the  feet  of  Presi- 
dent F.W.  De  Klerk. 

Like  the  Inkatha  strongman  Buthelezi, 
Gqozo  is  one  of  apartheid’s  dogs  of  war. 
South  African  officials  make  up  most  of 
his  cabinet  and  head  the  intelligence 
service.  The  commander  of  the  “Ciskei 
Defence  Force"  which  mowed  down  the 
ANC  protesters  is  on  loan  from  the  South 
African  army.  Troops  of  the  “South  Afri- 
can Defence  Force"  lined  the  route  of 
march  up  to  the  “border"  of  the  "inde- 
pendent homeland,”  where  they  watched 
the  Ciskei  forces  mow  down  the  fleeing 
demonstrators.  Many  of  those  killed 
were  still  on  the  South  African  side  of 
what  one  writer  called  the  “imaginary 
line,  delineating  the  imaginary  border  to 
an  imaginary  country.” 

The  parched  Ciskei  is  a dumping 
ground  for  apartheid:  more  than  a quarter 
of  the  people  were  forcibly  relocated 
there  in  the  1970s.  The  drought-ravaged 
land  has  turned  into  a dust  bowl,  largely 
denuded  even  of  thom  trees.  But  as  a 
supposedly  independent  state  it  has  been 
outfitted  with  an  airport  that  can  handle 
747  jumbo  jets,  and  a three-block  down- 
town with  a gambling  casino  and  offices 
of  the  government  that  lords  it  over  the 
overwhelmingly  pro-ANC  population. 
As  Bill  Keller  noted  in  the  New  York 
Times  (10  September): 

“South  Africa  underwrites  the  budget 
that  pays  for  the  30,000-member  civil 
service  and  its  perks,  including  the  black 
bulletproof  Range  Rover  that  the  briga- 
dier favors  and  the  fleet  of  Mercedes  pre- 
ferred by  his  cabinet.  South  Africa 
trained  and  equipped  the  army — assisted 
by  such  a large  contingent  of  Israelis  that 
for  a time  the  Pick  ‘n  Pay  supermarket 
in  Bisho  had  a kosher  section.” 

The  Ciskei  massacre  amounts  to  the 
South  African  government’s  response  to 
the  ANC's  two-day  general  strike  in  Au- 
gust. Like  the  police-instigated  bloody 
slaughter  in  Boipatong  township  in  June, 
this  atrocity  is  part  of  a concerted  cam- 
paign of  terror  to  undercut  the  authority 
of  Nelson  Mandela  and 
his  organization,  which 
has  been  pressuring  for 
“power  sharing”  with 
the  apartheid  rulers. 
But  while  the  anger 
of  blacks  over  Boipa- 
tong forced  Mandela  to 
cut  off  talks,  this  time 
the  mass  killing  has 
led  him  to  accept  De 
Klerk’s  insulting  “of- 
fer" of  talks  aimed  at 


curbing  "conflict-creating  mass  action.” 
Behind  this  is  a deepening  rift  in  the 
ANC:  its  decision  to  resume  talks  with 
the  government  came  after  “what  is 
believed  to  have  been  a rumbustious 
two-day  meeting  of  the  organisation's 
national  working  committee”  (London 
Guardian,  11  September).  As  De  Klerk 
demands  that  Mandela  break  from  his 
allies  of  the  South  African  Communist 
Party,  who  are  a majority  of  the  ANC 
leadership,  there  is  a chorus  of  anti- 
Communist  howling  extending  from 


Brigadier  Gqozo  to  white  liberals  and 
ANC  “moderates."  Yet  in  reality  all 
wings  of  the  ANC/SACP  maintain  their 
criminal  illusions  that  they  can  pressure 
a deal  with  the  apartheid  rulers.  This  is 
a cruel  betrayal  of  the  aspirations  for 
freedom  of  the  South  African  oppressed 
masses — 36  million  black,  “coloured" 
(mixed-race)  and  Indian  people  groaning 
under  the  yoke  of  white  supremacy. 

The  liberal  media  fall  in  line  behind 
De  Klerk,  bashirg  the  Communist  Party 
for  being  too  militant  and  “needlessly 


provoking"  the  massacre,  by  enraging 
the  Ciskei  despot  and  daring  to  march 
into  his  lair.  Yet  the  adventurism  of  this 
action  lies  in  the  opposite  direction,  in 
the  ANC/SACP's  faith  in  the  reform  pre- 
tensions of  the  De  Klerk  regime,  and  the 
terrible  illusion  that  defenseless  march- 
ers would  be  protected  by  the  presence 
of  the  imperialist  press.  According  to 
ANC/SACP  leader  Ronnie  Kasrils: 

“We  had  been  providing  the  army  with 
leaflets  and  people  had  been  speaking  to 
continued  on  page  6 
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Letters 


Alan  Dershowitz  and  the 
Witchhunt  of  Woody  Allen 


11  September  1992 

Dear  Editor, 

A point  on  the  article  on  Woody 
Allen  (WV  No.  558.  4 September):  it 
can  hardly  be  an  accident  that  Mia 
Farrow  has  hired  the  sinister  Alan  Der- 
showitz as  her  lawyer.  Dershowitz  is 
not  simply  another  sleazeball  lawyer 
who  defended  the  "Queen  of  Greed" 
Leona  Helmsley.  He  is  a Zionist  spokes- 
man for  the  Israeli  government,  a leader 
of  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of  B'nai 
B’rith  (ADL)  and  a professional  anti- 
communist witchhunler. 

The  Spartacist  League  has  had  a num- 
ber of  run-ins  with  Dershowitz,  notably 


over  the  5 November  1988  labor/black 
mobilization  which  spiked  a threatened 
Klan/Nazi/skinhead  provocation  in  Phil- 
adelphia. On  the  eve  of  this  demonstra- 
tion, Dershowitz  went  on  the  air  with 
the  smear  that  the  Spartacists  "are  as  fas- 
cist and  as  racist  and  as  non-civil  liber- 
tarian as  the  Ku  Klux  Klan."  This  was 
part  of  a concerted — but  unsuccessful — 
campaign  by  the  ADL  to  defame  the  SL 
and  derail  militant  anti-fascist  struggle. 

Although  the  ADL  was  originally 
founded  to  fight  anti-Semitism,  it  and 
other  Zionist  organizations  have  sought 
to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  cen- 
trally white  Christian  ruling  class  of 


For  United  Class  Struggle  in  the 
U.S.  and  Latin  America 

The  rapidly  growing  Hispanic  population 
can  he  a human  bridge  between  the  working 
class  in  the  U.S.  and  the  combative  toiling 
masses  of  Latin  America.  This  underscores  the 
obligation  of  revolutionaries  in  the  imperialist 
heartland  to  defend  the  foreign-born,  notably 
the  demand  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
immigrant  workers ; to  stand  for  independence 
TROTSKY  of  Puerto  Rico,  one  of  the  few  remaining  LENIN 

colonies;  and  to  link  workers'  struggles  to  the 
perspective  of  socialist  revolution  throughout  the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  founding 
conference  of  the  Trotskyist  Fourth  International  pointed  to  the  strategic  unity  of  working- 
class  struggle  in  the  U.S.  and  in  Wall  Street's  Latin  American  neocolonies. 


The  revolutionists  in  the  United  States  are  obliged  to  rouse  the  American  workers 
against  the  sending  of  any  armed  forces  against  the  peoples  of  Latin  America  and 
the  Pacific  and  for  the  withdrawal  of  any  such  forces  where  they  now  operate  as 
instruments  of  imperialist  oppression,  as  well  as  against  any  other  form  of  imperial- 
ist pressure,  be  it  "diplomatic"  or  "economic,"  which  is  calculated  to  violate  the 
national  independence  of  any  country  or  to  prevent  ifs  attainment  of  such  national 
independence.... 

At  the  same  time,  the  Fourth  Internationalists  point  out  that  none  of  the  countries 
of  Latin  America  or  the  Pacific  which  are  now  under  the  domination  of  American 
imperialism  to  one  degree  or  another,  is  able  either  to  attain  complete  freedom  from 
foreign  oppression  or  to  retain  such  freedom  for  any  length  of  time  if  it  confines  its 
struggle  to  the  efforts  of  its  own  self.  Only  a union  of  the  Latin  American  peoples, 
striving  towards  the  goal  of  a united  socialist  America  and  allied  in  the  struggle  with 
the  revolutionary  proletariat  of  the  United  States,  would  present  a force  strong  enough 
to  contend  successfully  with  North  American  imperialism.  .. 

Just  as  the  Latin  American  sections  of  the  Fourth  International  must  popularize  in 
their  press  and  agitation  the  struggles  of  the  American  labor  and  revolutionary  move- 
ments against  the  common  enemy,  so  the  section  in  the  U.S.  must  devote  more  time 
and  energy  in  its  agitational  and  propaganda  work  to  acquaint  the  proletariat  of  the 
U.S.  with  the  position  and  struggles  of  the  Latin  American  countries  and  their  working 
class  movements.  Every  act  of  American  imperialism  must  be  exposed  in  the  press 
and  at  meetings  and  on  indicated  occasions  the  section  in  the  U.S.  must  seek  to 
organize  mass  movements  of  protest  against  specific  activities  of  Yankee  imperialism. 
In  addition,  the  section  in  the  U.S..  by  utilizing  the  Spanish  language  literature  of  the 
Fourth  International,  must  seek  to  organize,  on  however  modest  a scale  to  begin  with, 
the  militant  revolutionary  forces  among  the  doubly  exploited  millions  of  Filipinos, 
Mexicans,  Caribbeans,  and  Central  and  South  American  workers  now  resident  in  the 
U.S.,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  linking  them  with  the  labor  movement  in  the  U.S.. 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  ties  with  the  labor  and  revolutionary 
movements  in  the  countries  from  which  these  workers  originally  came.  This  task 
shall  be  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  American  Secretariat  of  the  Fourth 
International,  which  will  publish  the  necessary  literature  and  organize  the  work 
accordingly. 

— Fourth  International.  "Theses  on  the  World  Role  of  American  Imperialism” 
(September  1938) 
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this  country,  placing  themselves  in  the 
service  of  racist  American  reaction  to 
push  a bloc  with  Israeli  reaction.  Dersh- 
owitz defended  Jonathan  Pollard,  the 
Israeli  spy  in  the  U.S.  Navy;  Israeli  fas- 
cist terrorist  Meir  Kahane;  and  Natan 
Shcharansky.  the  traitor  who  passed 
Soviet  defense  secrets  to  the  U.S. 

Clearly  the  proletarian  international- 
ism of  the  SL  is  anathema  to  every- 
thing the  Zionists  stand  for.  but  even 
liberal  pro-Israel  Woody  Allen  is  far  too 
decent  for  Dershowitz.  Alan  Dershowitz 
works  to  derail  anti-Nazi  demos;  Woody 
Allen  says  in  Manhattan:  "Has  anyone 
read  that  the  Nazis  are  going  to  march 
in  New  Jersey?...  We  should  go  down 
there,  get  some  guys  together,  you  know. 


get  some  bricks  and  baseball  bats,  and 
really  explain  things  to  them."  Dersho- 
witz defended  Israel’s  brutal  crushing  of 
the  Palestinian  Intifada ; Woody  Allen 
protested  against  it.  Woody  Allen  di- 
rected The  Front,  which  exposed  the 
McCarthy  witchhunt:  Dershowitz  claims 
the  Rosenbergs  were  guilty,  trying  to  kill 
them  all  over  again. 

So  Mia  Farrow  hired  the  right  man  to 
pursue  a dirty  frame-up  in  today’s  reac- 
tionary "family  values"  climate.  Here’s 
hoping  Woody  Allen  doesn’t  have  to  flee 
the  country  like  the  unjustly  persecuted 
Roman  Polanski  and  Charlie  Chaplin 
before  him.  We  can  ill  afford  the  loss  of 
this  talented  and  decent  man. 

Diana  C. 


Thanks  for  Tearing  Down 
That  Evil  Flag 


Sherburne,  NY 

To  Workers  Vanguard: 

When  I read  in  your  issue  (No.  555, 
July  10)  that  German  Spartacists  had 
torn  down  a Nazi  flag  near  Brandenburg 
gate.  I was  very  happy.  Tearing  down 
and  burning  that  racist  and  fascist  flag 
was  a victory  for  communists  and  social- 
ists worldwide  who  are  trying  to  destroy 
fascism,  racism,  capitalism,  and  imperi- 
alism. Even  though  I am  12  years  old,  I 
know  very  much  what  the  Nazi  flag  is, 
and  most  of  all,  what  capitalism  is:  an 
economic  system  which  has  oppressed 
the  working  class  of  the  world.  But  there 
is  a cure  to  this  evil  system:  Socialism 
and  Communism. 

So  before  I end  this  letter  I’d  like  to 
give  my  thanks  to  Toralf  Endruweit  and 
his  comrades  for  tearing  down  that  evil 
flag. 

With  comradely  greetings, 
K.B. 


Spartakist 


Comrades  of  Spartakist  Workers 
Party  rip  down  swastika  flag  in  Berlin, 
June  23. 


Balkanization 
and  Imperialism 


23rd  June  1992 

To  the  Editor.  Workers  Vanguard 

Many  on  the  left  have  spoken  about 
the  "New  World  Order"  but  never 
explained  what  it  actually  means  in  prac- 
tice for  the  Balkan  peoples.  A map  pub- 
lished by  E.  Mortimer  on  24.1.1990  in 
the  London  based  Financial  Times  spells 
out  the  general  plans  of  the  imperialist 
centres,  i.e.  the  destruction  of  the  nation 
state.  This  will  mean  the  ending  of  bor- 
ders, the  creation  of  broader  unions,  de- 
pendent from  a central  superpower — that 
of  the  U.S.  Specifically  for  the  Balkans 
it  envisages  the  dissolution  of  Yugosla- 
via, Albania,  Bulgaria,  Greece. 

Seen  from  this  perspective  it  is  not 
only  ridiculous  to  regurgitate  imperial- 
ist myths  concerning  the  outbreak  of 
"nationalisms"  in  the  Balkans,  but  also 
to  judge  present  development  with  past 
eras.  Nationalism  in  reality  doesn't  exist. 
It's  imperialism’s  guise  with  which  a 
U.S.  dictatorship  can  be  imposed  in  the 
Balkans.  Under  the  framework  of  this 
policy  the  Balkans  must  be  divided  into 
small,  weak  and  defenceless  statelets, 
subjects  and  servants  of  imperialism  and 
finally  to  a lone  superpower.  If  (Greek 
premier)  Mitsotakis  is  so  concerned  with 
the  preservation  of  the  “bourgeois  state” 
why  is  it  that  his  party  funded  Zheliev's 
election  in  Bulgaria,  the  first  government 
that  recognised  the  "Independent  Mace- 
donian nation"?  Mitsotakis,  (Turkish 
prime  minister]  Demirel  and  the  ex- 
Stalinists  in  the  Balkans  are  common 
agents  of  imperialism  and  are  working 
for  the  imposition  of  the  "New  World 


Order.”  Their  only  problem  is  how  to 
impose  their  policies  on  the  people. 

The  working  class  is  internationalist. 
It  wants  the  dissolution  of  the  nation 
state.  But  not  by  imperialism  and  for  its 
interests.  The  events  unfolding  in  Yugo- 
slavia are  part  and  parcel  of  this  process 
of  counterrevolution  and  the  next  stage, 
as  noted  by  the  director  of  the  State 
Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the 
Balkans,  Mr.  Souaha  (10th  April  1991, 
Harvard  University):  "The  forthcoming 
independence  of  the  Macedonian  Nation 
with  a special  relationship  and  coopera- 
tion with  Bulgaria  will  possibly  influ- 
ence the  borders  with  Greece — as  is  pos- 
sible a war  between  Albania  and  Serbia." 

The  necessity  of  fighting  by  any 
means  necessary  to  preserve  the  unity  of 
Yugoslavia  against  the  wishes  of  U.S. 
imperialism  has  supposedly  become 
defunct  as  capitalism  has  been  restored 
in  Serbia  and  Serbian  irregulars  are  “un- 
controlled gangs  of  criminal  terrorists.” 
By  the  same  logic,  Yeltsin’s  constitution 
of  the  C.I.S.  means  capitalism  has  been 
restored  and  we  should  not  be  concerned 
about  the  dissolution  of  Greece,  after  all 
that  is  capitalist  as  well... 

The  “anti-war”  movement  in  Greece 
led  by  OSE  (Tony  Cliff’s  followers) 
recently  marched  in  Athens  with  the  slo- 
gans: "No  to  Nationalism,  No  to  War! 
Milosevic  the  Butcher  of  the  Balkans! 
Serbia  Out  of  Bosnia!"  One  wonders  if 
they  weren’t  literally  taken  out  of  Time 
magazine  with  a few  minor  corrections! 
Trotskyists  cannot  but  be  for  the  victory 
of  the  Serbian  army  (including  what 
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Killed  8 Israeli  Athletes 


1972  Olympics:  helicopter  destroyed  in  West  German  commando  assault 
in  which  cops  gunned  down  Israeli  athletes. 


Munich  Olympics:  Cops 

20  Year  Cover-Up! 


While  the  Zionist  media  wildly 
cheered  Israel’s  first-ever  Olympic 
medal  a month  ago.  one  Israeli  news- 
paper carried  a little-noticed  block- 
buster about  the  Munich  Olympics  20 
years  earlier,  when  eleven  Israeli  ath- 
letes were  taken  hostage  by  the  Pales- 
tinian guerrilla  group  Black  September. 
Following  a West  German  commando 
assault  and  initial  reports  that  all  eleven 
athletes  had  been  rescued,  the  author- 
ities then  claimed  that  they  were  all 
murdered  at  the  hands  of  the  guerrillas. 
That  turns  out  to  be  a lie. 

The  Olympics  massacre  provided  the 
pretext  for  an  international  vendetta 
against  Palestinians  everywhere.  The 
Israelis  carried  out  Nazi-like  "collec- 
tive punishment,”  with  murderous 
bombing  raids  into  Lebanon  and  Syria 
followed  by  a massive  invasion  into 
Lebanon,  where  hundreds  of  Arab  civil- 
ians were  wounded  and  at  least  23 
killed.  Meanwhile,  Arab  students  in 
West  Germany.  Italy  and  elsewhere 
were  rounded  up  in  mass  indiscriminate 
dragnets. 

We  condemned  the  Munich  killings 
at  the  time  as  an  “indefensible  petty- 
bourgeois  terrorist  frenzy.”  while  de- 
nouncing the  far  more  bloodthirsty 
terrorism  of  the  Zionist  butchers  and 
the  racist  crusade  by  their  imperialist 
patrons.  We  noted:  “The  wave  of  anti- 


Arab  repression  has  been  most  vicious 
in  West  Germany,  where  the  authori- 
ties’ hands  are  stained  with  the  blood 
of  the  Black  September  guerrillas 
and  the  Israeli  athletes”  (WV  No.  13, 
November  1972).  When  then  Israeli 
ambassador  (now  prime  minister) 
Yitzhak  Rabin  visited  Boston  that 
October,  the  Spartacist  League  organ- 
ized a protest  against  the  Zionist  terror 
raids. 

Twenty  years  later,  the  Israeli  news- 
paper Yediot  Aharanot  (22  July)  reveals 
that  at  least  eight  of  the  athletes  were 
murdered  by  the  German  police,  not  the 
Palestinians.  Based  on  secret  docu- 
ments recently  obtained  “in  unknown 
ways"  from  the  Bavarian  attorney  gen- 
eral's office  by  the  athletes'  families, 
the  article  reports:  “Eight  of  the  1 1 
Israeli  athletes  who  were  murdered  in 
Munich  20  years  ago  lost  their  lives 
from  the  bullets  of  the  German  rescuing 
forces."  Castigating  the  Germans  for  a 
"shlemiel  job,”  the  report  notes  that  the 
documents  show  only  two  of  the  ath- 
letes to  have  been  killed  by  Black 
September. 

Can  we  now  expect  the  Israeli  lead- 
ers to  order  “retaliatory"  bombing  raids 
against  Berlin  and  Munich?  Hardly 
likely.  The  Zionist  mass  murderers  are 
as  thick  as  thieves  with  the  leaders  of 
the  Fourth  Reich,  collaborating  on  such 


efforts  as  forcing  Soviet  Jews  who  flee 
the  "promised  land”  to  Germany  to 
go  back  to  Israel.  And  whether  it 
was  simply  a "shlemiel”  botch-up  or 
an  indiscriminate  shooting  frenzy  aimed 
at  fomenting  anti-Arab  hysteria,  can 
anyone  doubt  that  the  Israeli  Mossad 
collaborated  with  the  German  cops  in 
the  “Olympics  massacre"?  Indeed,  an 
account  in  the  Jerusalem  Post  Interna- 
tional Edition  (1  August)  reports  that 
former  Mossad  chief  Zvi  Zamir  was 
part  of  the  operation  in  Munich. 

Pointing  to  the  "alleged  acquies- 
cence of  the  Israeli  government  in 
the  German  whitewash,"  th e Jerusalem 
Post  also  notes  that  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment’s own  report  on  the  Munich 


Olympics  killings  remains  classified  to 
this  day.  Meanwhile,  the  more-Zionist- 
than-thou  New  York  Times  (1  August) 
dismissed  the  Yediot  Aharanot  bomb- 
shell in  a tiny  paragraph  tucked  away 
near  the  end  of  an  article  on  the  Israeli 
victory  in  the  Barcelona  Olympics. 

As  we  have  always  insisted.  Zionist 
Israel  is  a deathtrap  for  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple. in  every  conceivable  way.  Whether 
under  former  fascist  Yitzhak  Shamir's 
Likud  or  the  thoroughly  bourgeois 
"Labor”  Party  of  Rabin,  the  Zionist 
state  is  predicated  on  the  Nazi-like  tor- 
ment and  subjugation  of  the  oppressed 
Palestinian  masses.  Defend  the  Pales- 
tinians! For  a socialist  federation  of  the 
Near  East! 


the  imperialist  press  characterises  as 
irregulars)  against  U.S.  imperialism. 
Coming  after  the  Gulf  War  and  the  L.A. 
Upheaval,  the  Balkans  are  set  to  become 
the  new  arena  of  U.S.  imperialism  in  its 
death  throes.  The  tradition  of  the  Balkan 
peoples  for  unity  has  defined  and  char- 
acterised historical  turning  points  this 
century.  This  time  around  the  end  of 
superpowers  once  and  for  all  is  being 
questioned. 

V.N.  Gelis 

Athens  Trotskyist 

WV  replies:  It  is  true  that  the  bloody 
breakup  of  Yugoslavia  is  the  outcome 
of  imperialist-backed  counterrevolution 
in  East  Europe.  Yet  there  is  a fundamen- 
tal difference  between  our  proletarian 
internationalist  opposition  to  the  disso- 
lution of  the  multinational  Yugoslav 
deformed  workers  state  and  the  phony 
"anti-imperialism”  of  nationalists  (who 
are  in  many  cases  themselves  the  archi- 
tects of  capitalist  restoration). 

While  V.N.  Gelis  has  his  own  unique 
ideas  (such  as,  nationalism  “doesn't 
exist,”  and  “the  tradition  of  the  Balkan 
peoples  for  unity'’),  his  claim  that  there 
is  an  imperialist  conspiracy  to  balkanize 
the  Balkans  is  a variant  of  a view  that 
is  fairly  common  in  the  region.  Thus  the 
Milosevic  regime  in  Belgrade  denounces 
imperialist  machinations  against  Yugo- 
slavia in  the  interests  of  Greater  Serbian 
nationalism,  while  Greek  Stalinists  in 
the  name  of  “anti-imperialism”  echo  the 
chauvinist  line  of  the  Greek  bourgeoisie 
against  an  independent  Macedonia. 

Gelis  sees  a uniform  imperialist 
policy,  dictated  by  the  United  States, 
to  further  reduce  the  Balkans  to  “small, 
weak  and  defenceless  statelets.”  How- 
ever. there  is  no  common  imperial- 
ist policy  in  the  Balkans,  a region 
which  has  been  historically  and  is  today 
again  an  arena  of  conflict  between  Ger- 
man imperialism  on  the  one  hand,  and 
French.  British  and  more  lately  Ameri- 
can imperialism  on  the  other. 

After  World  War  I,  the  Western  im- 
perialist -victors  formed  the  Yugoslav 
bourgeois  state  by  attaching  the  South 
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Slav  regions  (Croatia  and  Slovenia)  of 
the  defunct  Habsburg  Empire  to  the 
kingdom  of  Serbia.  The  Communist 
International  in  the  1920s  and  later 
the  Trotskyist  movement  defended  the 
right  of  self-determination,  i.e.,  the 
right  to  secede,  for  Croats,  Macedon- 
ians and  other  oppressed  nationalities  in 
Yugoslavia. 

During  this  period  Serbian  chauvinists 
and  their  Anglo-French  imperialist  back- 
ers denounced  the  Communists  for  incit- 
ing the  breakup  of  Yugoslavia.  Precisely 
because  the  Communists  defended  the 
democratic  rights  of  all  the  peoples  of 
Yugoslavia,  Tito’s  Partisans  gained  the 
moral  authority  to  reconstruct  Yugosla- 
via after  World  War  II  on  the  basis  of 
proletarian  state  power  (albeit  bureau- 
cratically deformed)  and  a nationally 
federated  governmental  system. 

However,  Tito’s  pan-Yugoslav  nation- 
alism was  a far  cry  from  proletarian 
internationalism.  A genuinely  interna- 
tionalist program  would  call  for,  as  Trot- 
sky did  in  the  1930s,  a Socialist  Feder- 
ation of  the  Balkans  (including  Greece) 
within  a Socialist  United  States  of 
Europe.  Such  a Balkan  federation  would 
provide  a framework  for  Macedonian  in- 
dependence (should  the  people  of  Mac- 
edonia so  desire)  and  for  a united  soviet 
Albania. 

Especially  after  Tito  died  in  1980,  the 
Yugoslav  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  under 
the  pressure  of  world  capitalism,  splin- 
tered along  national  lines.  It  is  not  true 
that  U.S.  imperialism’s  “new  world 
order”  initially  envisaged  the  breakup  of 
Yugoslavia  into  small  statelets.  Washing- 
ton’s policy  aimed  to  transform  all  of 
Yugoslavia,  within  its  existing  bound- 
aries. into  a capitalist  state.  In  March 
1991  Bush  wrote  to  Belgrade  prime  min- 
ister Ante  Markovic  expressing  support 
for  a "united  and  democratic"  Yugosla- 
via. Atop  U.S.  official  lectured  Yugoslav 
politicians  that  "if  they  balkanize  into 
little  countries,  they  will  set  themselves 
back  economically”  ( Washington  Post, 
17  May  1991). 

Recently  the  Bush  administration  gave 
special  dispensation  for  an  American 


millionaire  of  Serbian  extraction  to  be- 
come prime  minister  of  the  rump  Yugo- 
slavia, thereby  indicating  that  American 
imperialism  is  not  fundamentally  hostile 
to  a Greater  Serbian  state  if  it  acts  as 
Washington’s  client  in  the  Balkans. 

German  imperialism,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  a long  historic  enmity  toward 
Serbia.  It  was  Helmut  Kohl’s  Fourth 
Reich  which  provided  the  decisive  big- 
power  support  for  the  Croatian  and  Slo- 
venian secessionists,  thereby  leading  to 
the  unraveling  of  the  rest  of  Yugoslavia 
as  well  (see  “Yugoslav  Bloodbath:  Made 
in  the  Fourth  Reich"  in  this  issue). 

In  Macedonia,  unlike  Croatia  and  Slo- 
venia, there  had  been  no  strong  seces- 
sionist movement  or  sentiment.  The 
Macedonians  were  driven  to  declare  in- 
dependence for  fear  they  would  other- 


wise become  an  oppressed  nationality  in 
a rump  Yugoslavia  ruled  by  arch  Serbian 
chauvinist  Milosevic,  who  rose  to  power 
by  brutally  trampling  on  the  Albanians 
of  Kosovo. 

It  is  especially  important  for  Greek 
revolutionaries  to  support  national  self- 
determination  for  the  Macedonians,  who 
have  been  the  target  of  intense,  indeed 
hysterical,  chauvinism  by  the  Greek  rul- 
ing class  and  its  reformist  henchmen. 
We  don’t  recognize  that  regional  pow- 
ers such  as  Serbia  and  Greece  should 
have  a privileged  position  vis-a-vis  the 
smaller  nationalities  in  the  Balkans.  As 
Lenin  and  Trotsky  taught  us.  the  national 
state  can  be  transcended  only  if  the  pro- 
letarian revolution  led  by  its  communist 
vanguard  scrupulously  and  militantly 
defends  equal  rights  for  all  peoples.  ■ 


INS  Raids  Xmas  Ornament  Factory, 
Arrests  Expectant  Mothers 

They  must  give  prizes  in  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  for 
who  comes  up  with  the  most  offensive  racist  atrocity  they  could  commit.  Last 
week’s  winner  was  an  INS  raid  on  a Brooklyn  factory  producing  Christmas 
ornaments.  La  migra  cops  arrested  more  than  130  people.  70  percent  of  the 
work  force,  and  according  to  the  Daily  News  (4  September)  more  than  ninety 
of  those  arrested  were  pregnant  women.  The  raid  caused  consternation  in 
New  York  City’s  fast-growing  Mexican  community,  estimated  at  200,000.  The 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  sent  off  the  following  letter  protesting  this  outrage. 


10  September  1992 

District  Director 

Immigration  and  Naturalization 

Service 

New  York.  NY 
Dear  Sir: 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
strongly  protests  the  September  2 INS 
raid  in  which  150  workers  were 
arrested  at  the  Commodore  Manufac- 
turing Company  in  Brooklyn.  We 
demand  they  be  immediately  released 
and  all  deportation  proceedings  be 
dropped. 


Ninety  of  those  arrested  at  the 
Christmas  ornament  factory  were 
pregnant  women.  Thanks  to  the  INS’ 
racist  policies  these  workers  and  their 
newborn  infants  will  spend  their  first 
holiday  season  in  abject  poverty — 
only  to  face  a future  of  even  greater 
exploitation  under  the  “Free  Trade 
Agreement” — while  you  sip  eggnog 
in  front  of  a tree  adorned  with  the 
fruits  of  their  sweatshop  labor. 

Anyone  who  makes  it  to  this  coun- 
try has  the  right  to  stay.  We  demand 
full  citizenship  rights  for  foreign-bom 
workers  and  their  families! 
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Clara  Fraser:  Protesting  Too  Much 


Personalism  as  a 
“Political”  Program 


As  we  noted  in  our  article  "In  Defense 
of  Dick  Fraser”:  “We’re  really  not  inter- 
ested in  getting  into  a shooting  match 
with  Ms.  Seattle  Six-Gun" — a.k.a.  Clara 
Fraser,  the  current  lideresa  mdxima  of  the 
Freedom  Socialist  Party.  Obviously,  the 
feeling  is  not  mutual.  The  two  letters 
printed  below  are  a representative  sample 
of  the  eight  missives  we  have  received 
to  date  from  the  FSP  and  environs,  gro- 
tesquely comparing  Clara  Fraser  to  Rosa 
Luxemburg  while  charging  us  with  “ter- 
minal misogyny"  and  “cover[ing]  up  for 
your  misogynist  male  buddies." 

To  simply  acknowledge  Dick's  role  as 
a veteran  American  Trotskyist  leader 
and  originator  of  the  program  of  rev- 
olutionary integrationism  as  the  road 
to  black  liberation  in  America,  is  to 
be  tarred  as  unmitigated  male  chauvin- 
ist pigs  who  would  deny  Clara  Fra- 
ser’s “stellar  theoretical  advances  to  the 
understanding  of  Black  liberation.”  We 
invite  people  to  read  our  Prometheus  Re- 
search Library  bulletin.  In  Memoriam — 
Richard  S.  Fraser.  Although  only  a small 
selection,  it  gives  a good  idea  of  the 
scope  and  erudition  of  his  most  seminal 
works  on  revolutionary  integration — 
which  were  completed  long  before  he 


got  involved  with  Clara  Fraser. 

Dick’s  exposition  of  the  program 
of  revolutionary  integrationism  was 
the  product  of  his  years-long  fight 
in  the  SWP  for  a revolutionary  inter- 
ventionist policy  in  the  black  struggle, 
and  of  a lifetime  of  meticulous  scholar- 
ship on  the  question  of  black  oppres- 
sion. In  particular,  we  call  readers’ 
attention  to  his  1953  two-part  lecture 
titled  "The  Negro  Struggle  and  the 


Proletarian  Revolution"  (printed  in  the 
PRL  bulletin),  which  is  a brilliant 
presentation  of  the  ideas  to  which 
Dick  committed  his  life — for  black 
freedom  through  integrated  revolution- 
ary struggle  for  an  egalitarian  social- 
ist society.  His  1955  polemic  against 
black  nationalism.  “For  the  Materialist 
Conception  of  the  Negro  Struggle” 
(printed  in  our  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5), 
was  a shaping  influence  on  the  de- 
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vement  in  the  60s,  ....  . petty-bourgeois,  narcissis- 


vclopment  of  our  political  tendency. 

As  for  Clara’s  role,  we  are  more  than 
willing  to  acknowledge  her  contributions 
to  the  later  document  “Revolutionary 
Integration:  The  Dialectics  of  Black  Lib- 
eration," published  in  1968.  Indeed, 
although  the  document  upholds  the  pro- 
gram of  revolutionary  integrationism,  it 
was  otherwise  a retrogressive  step  from 
Dick’s  earlier  work,  in  the  direction  of 
the  polyvanguardist  sectoralism  that  is 
the  sine  qua  nonj>f  Clara  Fraser’s  FSP. 

For  reasons  that  would  appear  to 
revolve  around  pride-of-authorship.  ego- 
tism and  vindictive  organizational  ad- 
vantage, Clara  Fraser’s  FSP  continues  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  program  of  revolution- 
ary integration.  Yet  their  operational  pol- 
itics are  completely  antithetical  to  any 
conception  of  united  class  struggle. 
Combining  pseudo-Marxist  verbiage  with 
leftover  New  Left  phraseology  like 
“white  skin  privilege,”  under  the  guise 
of  “following  leadership  of  people  of 
color,”  women  or  any  oppressed  group, 
in  practice  their  line  is  a guilty  liberal 
version  of  sectoralist  taiiism. 

Such  a posture  is  not  unusual  on  the 
“left,”  but  the  FSP  has  the  unique  dis- 
tinction of  being  so  shameless  (when  it 
suits  them)  in  the  view  that  “oppressed 
blacks/women/Chicanos/Indians  can’t  be 
wrong"  that  in  1985  they  embraced  the 
contra-allied,  CIA-bankrolled  leaders  of 
the  Miskito  Indians  in  Nicaragua  against 
the  petty-bourgeois  radical  Sandinista 
government,  a position  unique  on  the  left 
so  far  as  we  know.  As  the  old  saying  goes, 
"politics  makes  strange  bedfellows."  But 
unlike  the  FSP  we  don’t  believe  that  re- 
jection of  (or  by)  one’s  former  bedfellows 
makes  for  a political  raison  d'etre. 

The  FSP  takes  the  old  New  Left  fem- 
inist slogan  that  “the  personal  is  politi- 
cal” to  the  crudest  and  most  apolitical 
lows,  unashamedly  suggesting  an  official 
organizational  practice  of  subjectivity. 


Letters  from  the  FSP 


August  14,  1992 

Workers  Vanguard 
To  the  editor, 

It  doesn't  surprise  me  a bit,  given 
Spartacist  League’s  atrocious  record  on 
women’s  issues,  that  you  responded  with 
hysterical  denunciations  to  Clara  Fra- 
ser’s hard-hitting  column  "Thelma  and 
Louise  ‘R’  Us”  which  appeared  in  the 
Freedom  Socialist  newspaper. 

Fraser  surveyed  today’s  worldwide 
legal,  political  and  physical  assaults  on 
women  and  concluded  that  there  is  still 
an  urgent  need  for  women  to  mobilize 
in  self-defense. 

As  if  to  prove  her  point.  Workers  Van- 
guard rose  up  in  arms  over  Fraser’s  ref- 
erence to  her  1967  divorce  from  then- 


FSP  leader  Dick  Fraser,  an  event  which 
continues  to  divide  the  Left  along  the 
lines  of  feminism  vs.  sexism.  In  a July 
24  diatribe  entitled  “In  Defense  of  Dick 
Fraser.”  Workers  Vanguard  ignores  the 
fact  that  their  hero  acted  as  a fink  by 
hauling  Clara  Fraser  into  the  bourgeois 
courts  and  accusing  her  of  being  an  unfit 
mother  because  she  was  a socialist 
organizer.  The  article  presents  SL  "men- 
tor” Dick  Fraser  as  a saint  who  is  being 
hounded  by  his  harpy  ex-wife  even 
beyond  the  grave. 

Spartacist  League  puts  Dick  Fraser  on 
a pedestal  because  of  his  theoretical 
contributions  on  the  Black  struggle.  But 
why  is  it  Spartacist  League  has  never, 
ever  noticed,  given  credence  to.  or  ac- 


knowledged the  fact  that  "Revolutionary 
Integration:  The  Dialectics  of  Black  Lib- 
eration” was  co-authored  by  Dick  Fraser 
and  Clara  Fraser?!  SL  simply  cannot 
conceive  of  an  equal  team  of  male  and 
female  co-thinkers. 

I don’t  think  SL  took  Dick  Fraser 
under  its  wing  for  his  theoretical  contri- 
butions as  much  as  for  your  identifica- 
tion with  him  as  a poor,  misunderstood, 
maligned  male,  expected  to  shoulder  the 
onerous  burden  of  carrying  his  political 
principles  into  his  personal  life. 

Base  your  politics  on  chauvinist  sen- 
timentality and  male  bonding  if  you  like. 
But  try  to  show  a modicum  of  respect 
for  a leader  like  Clara  Fraser,  who  has 
made  stellar  theoretical  advances  to  the 
understanding  of  Black  liberation  and 
women’s  emancipation,  and  has  also 
built  an  international  party,  the  Freedom 
Socialist  Party.  The  laudatory  Dick  Fra- 
ser, on  the  other  hand,  dropped  out  of 
politics  except  for  making  a “drift  back 
into  [SL’s]  orbit,"  as  your  article  puts  it 
so  well. 

When  you  resort  to  smears  that  Clara 
Fraser  is  a dizzy  "guru,"  you’re  just 
showing  your  pathetic  inability  to  accept 
the  reality  of  women’s  leadership.  After 
30  years  of  feminist  upheaval,  you  still 
equate  Bolshevism  with  testosterone.  SL 
won’t  even  notice  when  the  American 
revolution  begins  because  you’ll  be  so 
busy  sneering  at  the  women,  lesbians  and 
gays,  and  people  of  color  in  the  forefront. 

Helen  Gilbert 

Seattle.  WA 

Dear  Workers  Vanguard : 

Your  "In  Defense  of  Dick  Fraser"  (No. 
556,  July  24,  1992)  was  just  another 
Spartacist  League  attack  of  Clara  Fraser, 
National  Chair  of  the  Freedom  Socialist 
Party  (FSP).  And  because  you  do  not 
have  a clear  political  argument,  sub- 
stituting contradictory  and  confusing 
snipes,  you  wind  up  shooting  yourself 
in  the  foot. 

Once  again  the  SL  reveals  its  program- 


matic contempt  for  women  leaders  and 
feminism.  But  your  article  also  reveals 
an  appallingly  blatant  sexism  against  all 
women — and  agism. 

You  accuse  Clara  Fraser  of  basing  "her 
entire  political  career  on  her  divorce” — 
in  other  words,  basing  the  political  on 
something  personal  and  petty.  You  have 
yet  to  see  that  marriage  and  divorce  are 
political  issues  as  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  have  made  quite  clear.  She 
merely  developed  that  theory  and  turned 
it  into  action. 

In  addition,  Clara  Fraser's  leadership 
as  a Revolutionary  Marxist  was  recog- 
nized decades  before  the  1967  divorce 
and  she  remains  a leader  to  this  day. 

You  state  that  Clara  Fraser  is  trying 
to  “bury"  the  truth  that  Dick  Fraser  was 
a well-known  leader  of  the  American 
Trotskyist  movement,  and  yet  in  this 
same  article  you  quote  from  the  FSP 
National  Committee  statement  to  his 
memorial  in  L.A.,  "[Dick]  Fraser’s  pro- 
found Marxist  analysis  in  Revolutionary 
Integration  is  destined  to  become  one  of 
the  most  powerful  weapons  in  the  arse- 
nal of  U.S.  radicals....” 

You  quote  Clara  Fraser  out  of  context 
and  distort  her  meaning  by  leaving  out 
key  words.  For  your  readers  I quote  the 
sentence  you  used  and  underline  what 
you  leave  out:  “[It’s]  Time  for  women 
guerrillas,  20th-century  Amazons,  mad 
shrieks  of  protest,  and  careful  mobiliza- 
tion of  political  battalions."  ("Thelma 
and  Louise  ‘R’  Us”,  Freedom  Socialist, 
Vol.  13,  No.  3.  May-July  1992) 

Finally,  your  snide  contempt  for  older 
people  comes  out  when  you  state. 
“Rehashing  old  history  may  be  one  of 
the  few  pleasures  of  getting  older,  but 
willfully  rewriting  it  is  another  matter." 
By  saying  that  our  elders  do  little  more 
than  dwell  on  their  memories,  you  render 
yourself  contemptible. 

Yours  in  struggle. 

Merle  Woo, 

Freedom  Socialist  Party 
San  Francisco,  CA 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


not  to  mention  cultism.  Merle  Woo.  a 
prominent  FSP  spokesman  in  the  Bay 
Area,  argues  that  the  Spartacists  “have 
yet  to  see  that  marriage  and  divorce  are 
political  issues  as  Marx.  Engels.  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  have  made  quite  clear.  She 
[Clara  Fraser]  merely  developed  that 
theory  and  turned  it  into  action.” 

Are  we  to  assume  from  this  statement 
that  the  FSP  takes  a “political”  side  in 
every  marital  breakup  between  its  com- 
rades? What  kind  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
type  procedures  are  followed  to  deter- 
mine which  partner  has  the  “correct" 
line?  Or  is  it  just  that  the  woman  is 
always  right?  Then  what  happens  in  the 
case  of  gay  and  lesbian  couples  splitting 
up?  Or  has  the  FSP  attained  such  a state 
of  personal  nirvana  within  capitalist 
society  that  comrade-couples  normally 
"live  happily  ever  after"?  Or  is  it  simply 
that  the  only  divorce  of  “political" 
import  is  that  of  the  "party’s  founder  and 
National  Chairperson.”  Clara  Fraser? 

Levity  aside,  as  the  letter  from  David 
Dreiser  printed  here  makes  crystal  clear, 
the  supposedly  principled  question  of  the 
disputed  divorce  was  actually  Clara’s 
cover  for  avoiding  discussion  of  the  pol- 
itics of  the  split  in  their  tendency,  sub- 
stituting personalism  and  personal  slan- 
der for  program. 

Dick  Fraser  was  a political  mentor  of 
our  organization.  He  won  Jim  Robertson 
to  the  theory  of  revolutionary  integration 
and  was  a co-reporter  on  the  black  ques- 
tion at  the  founding  conference  of  the 
Spartacist  League/U.S.  in  1966.  His 
foray  into  support  for  Mao’s  China  put 
our  relations  in  cold  storage  for  a period. 
But  in  his  later  years.  Dick  was  a close 
and  invaluable  collaborator  in  elaborat- 
ing a perspective  for  our  work  among 
militant  black  workers  and  youth 
through  establishing  organizations  of 
labor/black  defense.  Sharing  our  outrage 
against  the  U.S.’  terror-bombing  of 
Libya  in  1986,  he  resolved  the  contra- 
diction between  his  then-formal  mem- 
bership in  the  Democratic  Socialists  of 
America  and  his  fervent  political  beliefs, 
in  particular  his  intransigent  opposition 
to  U.S.  imperialism:  at  the  time  of  his 
death  Dick  was  a comrade  of  the  Spar- 
tacist League. 

That  we  could  continue  to  have  rela- 
tions with  a man  who  once  wrote  that 
the  national  chairman  of  our  organi- 
zation combined  the  “worst  aspects  of 
Cannonism  and  Shachtmanism,”  is  obvi- 
ously a foreign  concept  within  Clara 
Fraser's  FSP — where  it  seems  any  polit- 
ical disagreement  or  challenge  to  the 
“leader"  is  lese  majesty  and  ipso  facto 
evidence  of  “male  chauvinism.”  Well, 
neither  Dick  nor  the  SL  was  of  this 
cult-like  school.  As  we  wrote  in  our 
obituary  to  Richard  Fraser  (WV  No.  466, 
2 December  1988):  “Over  the  years  we 
had  our  disagreements  with  Dick.  Nei- 
ther of  us  tried  to  hide  these,  but  we 
were  always  happy  to  bend  the  stick  in 
favor  of  the  areas  of  profound  political 
agreement  between  us.” 

For  the  FSP  this  is  simply  an  expres- 
sion of  our  “chauvinist  sentimentality  and 


Dick  Fraser  speaking  at  Spartacist 
League  conference,  1983. 
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“Time  to  Correct  the  Record” 


September  5,  1992 

Workers  Vanguard 
To  the  Editor: 

Clara  Fraser’s  renewed  vituperation 
against  Dick  Fraser  in  her  recent  article, 
"Thelma  and  Louise  R’  Us,"  distorts  the 
truth  in  several  ways. 

First,  Dick  did  not  charge  Clara  with 
adultery,  or  doing  political  work,  in 
the  custody  case.  At  one  point  during 
the  proceeding,  Dick’s  attorney  started 
to  raise  an  issue  of  adultery  but  Dick 
would  not  allow  her  to  proceed.  What 
Dick  claimed  was  that  he  had  done  most 
of  the  child  rearing.  That,  if  true,  would 
not  reflect  on  Clara  in  any  way.  Mil- 
lions of  women  work  outside  the  home, 
then  do  the  housework,  raise  the  chil- 
dren and  cook.  If,  in  this  case,  both 
parties  worked,  but  the  husband  did 
the  child  rearing,  it  is  no  moral  reflec- 
tion on  the  wife,  but  might  provide 
grounds  for  custody.  At  least,  to  try  to 
get  custody  does  not  make  the  hus- 


band a male  chauvinist  as  Clara  has 
been  claiming  somewhat  hysterically  for 
25  years. 

It  is  also  false  to  claim  that  Dick  was 
made  into  a martyr  by  most  of  the  left. 
On  the  contrary,  since  Clara’s  charges 
have  never  been  answered,  her  view  has 
gained  broad  and  undeserved  currency 
in  the  left.  Dick’s  reputation  has  suffered 
greatly  and  it  is  time  to  correct  the 
record. 

Dick  never  answered  Clara’s  charges. 
Even  to  his  friends  he  never  attacked 
Clara  or  said  a word  against  her.  prob- 
ably out  of  concern  for  the  feelings  of 
their  son.  Revolutionary  Age,  the  journal 
published  by  Dick  and  his  associates 
after  the  split  in  the  FSP,  never  answered 
Clara.  It  was  felt  there  were  other  things 
to  publish.  But  the  journal  did  treat 
the  woman  question  as  a vital  part  of 
the  founding  program  of  the  FSP.  The 
third  issue  was  devoted  to  the  woman 
question  with  articles  by  Joan  Jordan, 


Lee  Mayfield  and  a piece  by  Clara  and 
Dick  Fraser. 

Clara’s  claims  are  also  false  in  what 
they  do  not  say  about  the  real  reasons 
for  the  split  in  the  FSP.  "Why  We  Left 
the  SWP"  was  written  in  June  1966  by 
the  founders  of  the  FSP.  It  had  four  per- 
spectives. revolutionary  integration,  a 
serious  concern  for  the  woman  question, 
support  of  Arne  Swabeck’s  position  on 
China  and  an  organizational  concept 
rejecting  the  perspective  of  a new  van- 
guard party  in  favor  of  an  open  democ- 
racy looking  toward  regroupment. 

Clara  abandoned  two  of  the  four 
perspectives,  but  her  differences  were 
never  discussed.  On  the  contrary,  the 
divorce  case  provided  a pretext  to  force 
a split  while  avoiding  a discussion. 
She  changed  her  mind  on  China,  and 
proceeded  to  form  a new  vanguard  party, 
a sort  of  mini-SWP  in  a microcosm.  Of 
the  signers  of  “Why  We  Left,"  all 
remained  with  Dick  politically  except 
Clara. 

Comradely, 

David  Dreiser 


A revolutionary  labor  movement  must  actively  champion  black  freedom  struggle:  stopping  the  Klan,  Washington,  D.C., 
27  November  1982.  Dick  Fraser  was  a mentor  for  our  party's  Marxist  analysis  and  program  on  the  black  question. 


male  bonding.”  You’ll  have  a hard  time 
making  that  one  stick  against  the  Sparta- 
cist League,  which  has  a majority  of 
women  on  its  Political  Bureau.  Among 
Dick’s  closest  collaborators  and  friends 
were  senior  leading  women  of  our  organ- 
ization, in  particular  Karen  Wyatt,  leader 
of  our  Los  Angeles  branch,  and  Deborah 
Maguire,  the  national  organizational 
secretary  of  the  SL/U.S,  (Former  long- 
time CP  leader  Dorothy  Healey  was  also 
a good  friend  to  Dick.)  In  response  to  the 
FSP’s  charge  that  Dick  was  a “political 
dropout"  following  his  breakup  with 
Clara,  Maguire  wrote  on  September  10: 
"Dick  didn’t  ‘drop  out  of  politics.’  he 
got  cancer. ...  More  than  anything  else. 
Dick  wanted  to  be  a working  commu- 
nist— he  talked  about  it  often.  He  was  a 
teacher  and  the  worst  thing  about  his 
cancer  was  that  it  affected  his  jaw  and 
the  resulting  surgery  adhered  his  tongue 
to  the  bottom  of  his  mouth — thus  he 
could  not  talk  very  well.  So  he  started 
his  writing  project,  the  book  with  David, 
and  went  through  surgery  after  surgery — 


hours-long,  life-threatening  operations  to 
try  to  fix  his  mouth  so  he  would  be  able 
to  make  himself  understood.  I remem- 
ber trying  to  talk  him  out  of  one  of  his 
last  operations,  telling  him  we  needed 
him  and  this  was  too  risky — he  told 
me  if  he  couldn’t  talk,  his  life  wasn't 
worth  much  to  him.  Far  from  ’contempt 
for  older  people,’  our  treatment  of  Dick 
shows  how  much  we  care  for,  respect 
and  fight  to  preserve  the  contributions 
of  those  communist  veterans  who  came 
before  us.” 


In  a decent  society,  a scholar  and 
writer  like  Richard  Fraser  would  have 
had  available  to  him  the  facilities  and 
resources  to  pursue  his  work.  But  in 
capitalist  America,  Dick  had  to  research 
and  write  in  his  spare  time,  living  all  his 
life  under  conditions  of  material  want, 
insecurity,  and  in  the  end,  painful  and 
debilitating  illnesses.  This  was  com- 
pounded by  Clara  Fraser,  who  seized 
Dick’s  library  as  part  of  the  divorce 
settlement.  Within-our  limited  resources, 
the  SL  sought  to  replenish  his  library  so 


that  he  could  continue  with  his  work. 
Even  from  beyond  the  grave,  Dick  Fraser 
haunts  the  FSP,  which  obsessively  con- 
tinues to  try  to  destroy  him. 

The  issue  posed  is:  either  Dick  Fraser 
was  a male  chauvinist  pig  and  “political 
dropout”  or  Clara  Fraser  is  a monster 
of  cult-like  proportions.  Well,  “you  pays 
your  money  and  you  takes  your  choice." 
For  our  part,  we  are  proud  that  we  did 
what  we  could  to  make  sure  that  Richard 
Fraser  did  not  end  up  living  the  last  years 
of  his  life  according  to  Clara  Fraser’s 
agenda — alone,  friendless  and  without 
influence. 

To  quote  Shakespeare,  “The  evil  that 
men  do  lives  after  them/The  good  is  oft 
interred  with  their  bones.”  We  do  not 
intend  to  let  Clara  Fraser’s  FSP  bury 
Richard  Fraser — a veteran  American 
Trotskyist  who  made  invaluable  contri- 
butions to  a revolutionary  program  for 
black  liberation  in  this  country — under 
a mountain  of  self-serving  invective.  ■ 


Prometheus  Research  Series 


A memorial  to  comrade  Richard  S.  Fraser  (1913-1988),  who  pioneered  the 
Trotskyist  understanding  of  the  black  question  in  the  United  States 

After  joining  the  Trotskyist  movement  in  1934,  Fraser  was  an  organizer  and 
union  activist  for  close  to  30  years  and  a member  of  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party  National  Committee  for  25  years  During  internal  debates  in  the  SWP  in 
the  1950s  he  developed  and  fought  for  the  programmatic  perspective  of 
Revolutionary  Integration,  while  the  majority,  with  George  Breitman  as  its 
spokesman,  tailed  the  liberal  pacifist/Democratic  Party  leadership  of  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  soon  capitulated  to  black  nationalism. 

The  bulletin  contains  material  reflecting  the  entire  span  of  Fraser's  political 
life,  including  his  seminal  1953  lectures.  "The  Negro  Struggle  and  the 
Proletarian  Revolution." 
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SACCAWU  News 


Contingent  of  trade  unionists  in  COSATU/ANC  march  against  cutbacks. 
Combative  black  workers  movement  must  break  with  ANC  to  bring  down 
apartheid  capitalism. 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

soldiers.  We  felt  we  had  been  softening 
them  up....  The  assessment  was  that  a 
peaceful  protest  march  would  not  be  shot 
at.  not  be  shot  at  in  full  view  of  the  inter- 
national press." 

— New  York  Times,  9 September 
Kasrils  said  that  the  march  was  part 
of  a plan  for  the  "peaceful  overthrow" 
of  the  Ciskei’s  tinpot  dictator.  This  was 
the  so-called  “Leipzig  option"  bandied 
about  by  the  SACP/ANC  militants  led 
by  Chris  Hani.  general  secretary  of  the 
SACP  and  head  of  Umkhonto  we  Sizwc 
(MK),  the  military  arm  of  the  ANC. 
(Kasrils  was  also  a leader  of  the  MK.) 
Focusing  first  on  the  Ciskei.  the  strategy 
aims  at  toppling  the  puppet  banlustan 
rulers  through  "mass  action."  But  first 
of  all.  this  isn't  Leipzig.  Mass  demon- 
strations in  East  Germany  in  the  fall  of 
1989  led  to  the  rapid  collapse  of  the 
brittle  bureaucratic  apparatus  sitting  atop 
the  deformed  workers  state.  But  the 
apartheid  regime  is  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  capitalist  ruling  class,  one 
of  the  most  ruthless,  racist  bourgeoisies 
of  modern  limes.  They  and  their  pup- 
pets aren't  about  to  crumble  because 
of  concerns  about  bad  press  in  America 
and  Europe. 

Mobilization  of  the  exploited  and 
oppressed  is  a key  component  of  the 
struggle  for  proletarian  revolution  led  by 
a Trotskyist  party.  But  ANC/SACP  pro- 
ponents of  mass  action  seek  to  manipu- 
late it  as  a pressure  tactic  in  negotiating 
with  the  apartheid  Randlords.  During  the 
upheavals  of  1984-85.  when  it  was  nec- 
essary and  possible  to  unite  the  township 
and  bantustan  masses  behind  the  power 
of  black  labor  in  a revolutionary  fight 
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for  workers  rule,  the  ANC/SACP  called 
to  "make  the  townships  ungov- 
ernable"— as  if  chaos  were  a strategy. 
When  they  later  moved  to  take  control 
of  an  insurgent  black  union  movement, 
coalesced  around  the  powerful  Congress 
of  South  African  Trade  Unions 
(COSATU),  despite  the  red  flags  and 
socialist  rhetoric  it  was  not  to  fight  for 
revolution,  but  to  broker  a mythical 
"post-apartheid"  capitalist  state. 

That  has  meant  clamping  down  on 
workers’  militancy  at  key  junctures  (such 
as  calling  off  the  1990  Mercedes-Benz 
strike)  in  the  interests  of  class  peace  with 
the  verligte  ("enlightened")  capitalists. 
At  other  times  it  requires  funneling  mil- 
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itancy  into  “safe"  channels.  Last  month 
the  ANC/SACP/COSATU  brought  off 
the  biggest  general  strike  in  South  Afri- 
can history,  but  all  for  the  small  change 
of  what  would  be  parliamentary  maneu- 
vering, except  that  the  vast  black  major- 
ity is  excluded  from  any  parliamentary 
representation!  Asked  “What  did  mass 
action  achieve?"  Chris  Hani  replies  that 
it  established  the  pre-eminence  of  the 
ANC-led  alliance  and  “addressed  the 
imbalances  between  negotiations  and  the 
struggle.”  He  adds:  “I  support  the  return 
to  negotiations,  but  at  a price”  ( South 
African  Labour  Bulletin,  September/ 
October  1992). 

Through  the  intermediary  of  the  ANC 
nationalists  and  SACP  Stalinists,  the 
COSATU  tops  have  become  real  labor 
lieutenants  of  capital.  Meanwhile,  town- 
ship residents  are  left  defenseless  in 
the  face  of  the  violence  of  government- 
sponsored  Inkatha  Zulu  impis  (fighting 
squads),  and  in  the  Ciskei  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  unarmed  demonstrators  are  led 
to  a killing  field  under  the  illusion  that 
the  murderous  apartheid  puppet  regime 
will  fall.  Moreover,  the  ANC  initially 
supported  Gqozo,  helping  to  contain 
rioting  after  he  took  power  in  a 1990 
coup.  He  also  warmed  a chair  at  the 
CODESA  (Convention  for  a Democratic 
South  Africa)  gabfest  last  December. 
Next  door  in  the  Transkei,  Hani  is 
closely  linked  to  the  bantustan  chief. 
And  what  if  they  had  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing down  Brigadier  Gqozo?  This  would 
establish  the  ANC  as  head  of  a Xhosa- 
based  "homeland,”  thus  intensifying 
furious  ethnic  rivalries  with  Zulus  and 
other  peoples. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Ciskei  massa- 
cre, there  will  doubtless  be  calls  by  black 
youth  for  arms.  But  a few  AK-47s  won’t 
change  the  balance  of  power.  The  MK 
never  did  more  than  put  a little  heat  on 
Pretoria  to  go  to  the  bargaining  table:  it 
wasn't  in  a position  to  fight  a war  against 
the  apartheid  regime,  which  is  armed  to 


the  teeth  and  fully  prepared  to  use  its 
enormous  firepower.  Hani's  "Leipzig 
option,”  as  we  just  saw.  is  based  on 
astounding  faith  in  the  capitalist  state. 
Particularly  in  South  Africa,  the  military 
question  is  subordinate  to  the  class  aims 
of  the  struggle.  A serious  struggle  for 
proletarian  power  must  be  based  on  the 
cities  and  factories,  where  a working 
class  composed  of  blacks  of  different 
tribal/ethnic  groupings,  coloureds  and 
Indians  can  unite  in  common  struggle — 
along  with  those  numerous  whites  who 
do  not  wish  to  live  in  an  embattled  racist 
garrison  state — using  their  enormous 
power  to  bring  industry,  mines  and  com- 
merce to  a standstill. 

There  will  be  widespread  revulsion 
in  the  townships  as  Mandela  sits  down 
to  bargain  with  the  paymasters  of  the 
Ciskei  killers.  But  while  various  black 
nationalist  groups  criticize  the  ANC’s 
negotiations  with  De  Klerk,  they  are 
only  angling  for  factional  advantage. 
The  Pan-Africanist  Congress  rejects 
CODESA  but  is  prepared  to  “enter  into 
bilateral  talks  with  the  view  to  entering 
an  alternative  forum."  said  PAC  official 
Barney  Desai  ( Weekly  Mail,  14  August). 
The  Workers  Organisation  for  Socialist 
Action,  in  turn,  calls  for  "our  comrades 
in  the  ANC  to  break  off  talks  with  the 
government  until  at  the  very  least  the 
situation  has  normalised”  (Workers' 
Voice,  June  1992).  But  as  opposed  to 
such  opportunist  maneuvering,  even  a 
principled  opposition  to  collaboration 
with  the  murderous  regime  is  not  suffi- 
cient as  a program  for  revolutionary 
struggle  to  bring  down  the  whole  system 
of  apartheid  slavery. 

The  urgent  task  in  South  Africa  is 
the  forging  of  a genuinely  communist 
party  that  can  take  up  the  felt  aspira- 
tions of  the  black  masses — that  their 
decades-long  fight,  through  countless 
massacres  from  Sharpeville  to  Soweto 
to  Boipatong  and  the  Ciskei,  not  be 
in  vain — and  lead  a fight  for  workers 
revolution.  While  everyone  from  the 
ANC  to  WOSA  calls  upon  the  De  Klerk 
government  to  organize  a “constituent 
assembly,"  we  declare  that  “power 
sharing”  with  the  apartheid  butchers  is 
a dangerous  hoax,  and  fight  for  a revo- 
lutionary constituent  assembly  through 
bringing  down  the  apartheid  dictatorship 
and  building  workers  soviets  as  the 
organs  for  proletarian  rule.  As  opposed 
to  the  treacherous  Stalinist-Menshevik 
hoax  of  “two-stage"  revolution — “de- 
mocracy" now,  later  for  socialism — we 
fight  for  Trotsky’s  program  of  permanent 
revolution,  with  the  democratic  tasks 
growing  over  into  socialist  ones. 

Under  the  British  or  the  Boers, 
whether  called  apartheid  or  not,  the  bed- 
rock of  South  African  capitalism  is  the 
superexploitation  of  and  denial  of  dem- 
ocratic rights  to  the  oppressed  non-white 
masses.  Only  the  formation  of  a black- 
centered  workers  government,  led  by  an 
integrated  Bolshevik-Leninist  party,  can 
bring  about  the  rule  of  the  downtrodden 
majority  and  the  emancipation  of  the 
toilers  of  South  Africa.  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


In  another  example  of  capitalist  “jus- 
tice," the  black-robed  Supreme  Court 
ruled  on  behalf  of  the  nightriders  in 
white  sheets  that  cross-burning  is  a pro- 
tected form  of  "free  speech"  in  America. 
The  case.  R.A.V.  v.  Si.  Paul,  involved 
skinheads  who  were  convicted  of  violat- 
ing St.  Paul’s  ordinance  against  "hate 
crimes"  for  burning  a cross  on  the  lawn 
of  a black  family  that  had  moved  into  a 
predominantly  white  Minnesota  neigh- 
borhood. Now.  as  colleges  open  for  the 
fall  semester,  racist  punks  who’ve  been 
chomping  at  the  bit  over  campus  "hate 
speech  codes”  have  been  given  a green 
light  to  attack  blacks,  gays,  Jews  and 
leftists. 

It’s  rather  rich  to  hear  the  high  court 
hold  forth  on  the  inviolability  of  the 
First  Amendment.  We  Marxists  have 
been  around  the  block  a few  times 
fighting  the  government’s  McCarthyite 
witchhunters  and  deadly  COINTELPRO 
repression.  The  courts  were  only  too 
eager  to  throw  18  leaders  of  the  then- 
Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party  and 
the  Minneapolis  Teamsters  into  prison 
for  their  class-struggle  opposition  to  the 
imperialist  Second  World  War.  Leftists 
like  us  have  led  the  fight  for  free  speech 
against  the  government’s  drive  to  crim- 
inalize dissent. 

But  unlike  liberal  muddleheads  whose 
response  to  fascist  terror  has  been  to  beg 
the  government  to  legislate  away  "hate 
speech" — with  laws  that  can  also  be  used 
against  black  nationalists,  for  instance — 
we  understand  that  the  instigators  of  rac- 
ist terror  must  be  stopped  by  mobilizing 
all  anti-racists  alongside  the  power  of 
the  labor  movement  to  stop  the  fascist 
skinheads  and  Nazis  in  their  tracks! 

The  Court’s  majority  opinion  striking 
down  the  St.  Paul  city  ordinance  against 
hate  crimes  clearly  situates  itself  in  the 
broader  ruling-class  offensive  against 
labor,  minorities  and  the  left.  This  has 
as  its  corollary  the  witchhunt  against  the 
"PC”  ("politically  correct”)  bogeyman 
on  campus.  While  agreeing  that  the  St. 
Paul  ordinance  was  “too  broad"  in  its 
proscription  of  “symbols,”  lone  liberal 
holdout  Justice  Blackmun  noted,  "I  see 
no  First  Amendment  values  that  are  com- 
promised by  a law  that  prohibits  hood- 
lums from  driving  minorities  out  of  their 
homes  by  burning  crosses  on  their  lawns, 
but  1 see  great  harm  in  preventing  the 


people  of  St.  Paul  from  specifically  pun- 
ishing the  race-based  ‘fighting  words’ 
that  so  prejudice  their  community." 

Racist  threats  and  epithets  are  not  a 
question  of  free  speech  but  incitements 
to  violence.  Bigots  screaming  "nigger" 
or  "faggot,"  or  burning  crosses  or  carving 
swastikas  on  synagogues,  are  engaged 
in  acts  of  racist  terror.  When  they  gang 


Nationwide,  as  racist  assaults  against 
minorities  escalated  in  the  Reagan/Bush 
years,  “PC”  academics  and  anti-racist 
students  pushed  for  speech  codes  from 
the  same  administrations  which  have 
presided  over  declining  minority  enroll- 
ment for  years.  As  we  wrote: 

“Ninety-nine  out  of  a hundred  times, 
speech  codes  will  be  used  against  the  left 
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Young  Spartacus 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  calls  for  class-struggle  mobilization  to  smash  racist 
attacks,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  1988. 


up  to  do  it,  we’re  dealing  with  lynch 
mobs.  The  liberals  want  to  deal  with  this 
by  making  certain  exceptions  to  the  First 
Amendment  under  the  rubric  of  “fighting 
words"  which  the  state  would  "regulate.” 
The  conservatives  want  to  unleash  the 
fascists.  Marxists  have  a class  view:  we 
defend  the  intended  victims  of  the  fas- 
cists— blacks,  Jews.  Hispanics.  leftists 
and  the  labor  movement  as  a whole — by 
mobilizing  them  in  mass  working-class 
centered  actions  to  crush  the  Klan,  Nazis, 
skinheads  and  racist  mobs.  This  is  a life- 
and-death  issue  for  the  oppressed,  not  a 
matter  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  cap- 
italist state,  which  is  hardly  neutral  and 
indeed  breeds  this  filth. 


and  anti-racists.  . The  problem  with  this 
strategy  is  it  disarms  the  victims  by 
fostering  illusions  in  the  supposed  ‘neu- 
trality’ of  the  racist  university  adminis- 
trations and  the  cops,  it  gives  enhanced 
power  to  those  institutions  to  act  against, 
for  instance,  leftists  who  might  rightly 
protest  Colin  Powell  or  Schwarzkopf  and 
call  these  imperialist  pigs  'imperialist 
pigs.'  What’s  more,  this  strategy  doesn't 
work." 

— "Racism  and  Witchhunts  on 
Campus."  WV  No.  533. 

30  August  1991 

Disgustingly,  civil  libertarians  like  the 
ACLU,  which  filed  an  amicus  curiae 
(friend  of  the  court)  brief  in  support  of 
the  St.  Paul  skinhead,  have  long  devoted 
their  considerable  resources  to  defending 


the  "right"  of  the  Nazis.  Klan  and  other 
fascist  groups  to  terrorize  their  victims. 
The  ACLU's  supposedly  "classless"  lib- 
eralism provides  a platform  for  these 
vermin,  allowing  them  to  spread  their 
venomous  filth  and  nightriding  terror 
under  the  cloak  of  the  First  Amendment. 
Of  course,  the  ACLU’s  supposed  com- 
mitment to  free  speech  didn't  stop  them 
from  purging  Communists  from  their 
ranks  during  the  1940s  and  ‘50s,  nor  did 
they  utter  a peep  against  the  internment 
of  Japanese  Americans  during  World 
War  II.  But  when  the  Nazis  tried  to 
march  through  Skokie.  Illinois  in  1977 
to  terrorize  Jewish  Holocaust  survivors, 
the  ACLU  were  the  lawyers  for  the 
fascists. 

The  Klan.  Nazis  and  skinheads  are 
a threat  to  every  fundamental  right  of 
black  people,  other  minorities,  the  labor 
movement  and  the  left.  The  fascists  feed 
off  the  economic  and  social  decay  of  this 
bankrupt  capitalist  system,  and  they  have 
the  complicity  and  direct  assistance  of 
the  state,  which  unleashes  its  dogs  of 
war  as  needed.  We  will  never  forget  the 
1979  Greensboro  Massacre  of  five  anti- 
racist leftist  demonstrators,  carried  out 
by  the  Klan  with  the  strategic  assistance 
of  local  and  state  cops  as  well  as  the 
feds  (and  later  whitewashed  by  the 
courts).  We  are  proud  of  our  record  of 
initiating  and  carrying  out  successful 
mass  mobilizations  of  labor,  blacks  and 
others  targeted  by  the  fascists’  genoci- 
dal  plans.  We  have  slopped  the  racist 
terrorists  cold  in  such  cities  as  Boston, 
Washington,  D.C..  San  Francisco  and 
Philadelphia. 

In  the  wake  of  the  Supreme  Court  rul- 
ing. the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  Mad- 
ison has  repealed  its  speech  code,  and 
other  universities  are  expected  to  follow 
suit  or  face  suits  by  racist  frat  rats  and 
right-wing  creeps  who  have  the  wind 
in  their  sails.  We  don’t  need  preachy 
lectures  on  racial  tolerance,  or  "speech 
codes” — which  the  administrations  can 
use  against  radicals — to  combat  these 
bigots.  The  race-terrorists  must  be  "edu- 
cated." as  the  Bolshevik  leader  Leon 
Trotsky  recommended,  through  success- 
ful mass  actions  that  "acquaint  their 
heads  with  the  pavement ."  Militant  ac- 
tion by  both  students  and  labor,  in  strug- 
gle together,  can  help  uproot  the  rotting 
system  which  breeds  fascist  scum.  ■ 


Racist  Dragnet  Targets 
Black  Students 


State  University 
College  at 
Oneonta 
students  rally 
September  10  to 
protest  release 
of  the  names 
of  black  male 
students  to 
state  police. 


Oneonta,  New  York 

For  black  youth,  life  in  America  is 
a hell  called  “Police  Stale,  USA."  Mil- 
lions saw  the  videotaped  beating  of 
Rodney  King  and  the  outrageous 
acquittal  of  the  racist  cops  who  beat 
him.  Now,  far  from  L.A.’s  mean  streets, 
in  a sleepy  town  in  upstate  New  York 
every  black  student  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity College  at  Oneonta  became  a 
target  of  a vicious  police  manhunt. 

Ostensibly  looking  for  a robbery  sus- 
pect described  only  as  a black  male 
with  cuts  on  his  hands,  the  police 
chased  down  every  black  in  town,  from 
Job  Corps  day  laborers  to  college  stu- 


dents. The  cops  were  given  a hit  list, 
compiled  by  vice  president  for  admin- 
istration Lief  Hartmark.  of  all  black 
males  enrolled  at  Oneonta.  In  a bla- 
tantly racist  "defense"  of  this  dragnet, 
state  police  investigator  H.  Karl  Chan- 
dler said,  “If  your  car  has  an  accident 
and  there’s  red  paint  on  it.  are  you 
going  to  look  for  a green  car?" 

In  dormitories,  at  their  parents' 
homes  and  even  at  their  jobs,  black  stu- 
dents were  nabbed  by  the  police  and 
interrogated.  One  humiliated  student 
said,  “the  people  at  work  think  I'm 
guilty."  In  scenes  that  recalled  apart- 
heid South  Africa,  blacks  were  even 
dragged  off  public  buses  by  police. 
Admissions  counselor  Sheryl  Champen 
said.  “God  forbid  a black  man  had  a 


cut  on  his  hand.  He'd  be  locked  up  by 
now." 

On  September  10.  a large  and  inte- 
grated protest  of  500  outraged  students 
confronted  the  university  president  and 
a petition  drive  is  underway  to  force 


Hartmark 's  resignation.  As  one  pro- 
tester said.  "If  you’re  black  you’re 
always  on  the  list....  It  seems  to  me 
the  actual  criminal  is  the  man  who  gen- 
erated the  list."  Stop  the  racist  dragnet! 
Hartmark  s gotta  go! 
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Yugoslavia 
Made  in  the 


Bloodbath: 
Fourth  Reich 


The  following  article  is  adapted  from 
Sparlakist  No  97,  September  1992,  pub- 
lished by  our  comrades  of  the  Sparlakist 
Workers  Party  of  Germany. 

German  imperialism  has  pushed  (he 
other  NATO  powers  into  accepting  its 
policy  of  dismembering  Yugoslavia  in 
order  to  drive  forward  social  counter- 
revolution— a policy  which  has  led  to  a 
bloody  massacre  in  the  Balkans.  As  in 
World  War  II.  it  was  to  have  begun  with 
the  creation  of  client  states  in  Slovenia 
and  Croatia.  But  instead  of  creating  a 
"favorable  climate”  for  capitalist  invest- 
ment. this  policy  has  unleashed  an  all- 
sided  and  seemingly  endless  nationalist 
civil  war.  Behind  an  extremely  skimpy 
veil  of  “humanitarian”  hypocrisy.  Bonn 
expects  its  NATO  allies  to  play  the  role 
of  hired  cop  for  the  Deutsche  Bank  and 
pull  its  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire. 

The  imperialist  powers  have  already 
begun  their  military  intervention  in  the 
Balkans  with  an  embargo  modeled  on 
that  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War.  Their 
August  12  decision  in  the  UN  Security 
Council  to  protect  “aid  deliveries"  to 
Bosnia-Hercegovina,  “by  any  means  nec- 
essary,” is  another  step  in  the  direction 
of  direct  involvement  in  the  bloody  civil 
war  in  Bosnia.  France  and  Britain  have 
already  offered  their  contingents  of 
troops  as  chips  on  the  imperialists’ 
diplomatic  poker  table.  After  the  London 
conference.  Germany  promised  logisti- 
cal aid.  “within  the  boundaries  of  its 
constitution.”  as  the  Italian  foreign 
minister  put  it.  Naturally,  the  reunified 
German  Reich  is  now  demanding  that 
these  “boundaries"  be  redrawn,  so  that 
Europe’s  boundaries  can  be  redrawn.  On 
the  eve  of  the  Nazi  pogroms  in  Rostock, 
the  SPD  leadership  finally  agreed  to 
changes  in  the  constitution  in  order  to 
deport  asylum-seekers  more  quickly  and 
to  deploy  the  Bundeswehr  (sporting 
blue  UN  "peacekeeper”  helmets)  "out- 
side NATO’s  area  of  operations." 

During  his  vacation  Chancellor  Kohl 
recalled  "that  the  Germans,  after  the 
Second  World  War  in  the  Balkans,  can- 
not afford  a military  intervention."  The 
Nazi  occupation  of  Yugoslavia  during 
World  War  II  was  certainly  a nightmare 
of  mass  murder — some  1,700,000  Yugo- 
slavs (almost  1 1 percent  of  the  total 
population)  were  slaughtered.  Exactly 
50  years  ago  the  Wehrmacht  massacred 
countless  civilians  during  an  offensive 
(in  Bosnia)  and  deported  68,000.  mainly 


women  and  children,  to  death  camps  like 
Jasenovac.  Yet  the  German  bourgeoisie 
grumbles  not  about  the  horror  of  Hitler’s 
Reich  but  rather  about  the  defeat 
inflicted  on  it  by  the  Red  Army.  Tito’s 
heroic  partisan  war  in  Yugoslavia  thus 
becomes  the  Nazis’  “Vietnam"!  The 
second-string  social  democrats  of  Gregor 
Gysi’s  Party  of  Democratic  Socialism 
cry  (like  Richard  Nixon!)  "No  new  Viet- 
nams!”  since  the  Vietnam  War  was  a his- 
toric defeat  for  imperialism. 

Nationalist  Slaughter  and 
Imperialist  Rivalries 

Thus  for  the  moment  the  Fourth  Reich 
must  be  content  with  logistical  support 
to  intervention  by  other  imperialists. 
That  does  not  stop  the  German  bour- 
geois press  from  screaming  for  Serbian 
blood.  Meanwhile  German  armchair 
strategists  shamelessly  base  themselves 
on  the  “lessons”  of  1941-45.  A letter 
to  the  Frankfurter  Allgemeine  Zeitung 
nostalgically  recalls  1944,  when  the  SS 
Division  Prinz  Eugen  “secured”  Bosnia. 

It  was  nationalist  Stalinism,  not  inter- 
nationalist communism,  that  perished  in 
Yugoslavia,  as  in  other  East  European 
countries.  Nonetheless,  the  social  revo- 
lution that  was  carried  out  under 
Tito’s  leadership  laid  the  basis  for  the 
social  and  national  equality  of  the 
Yugoslav  peoples.  With  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution the  Balkans  have  once 
again  become,  as  before  World  War  I, 
a battleground  of  peoples  in  which 
imperialist  rivalries  crystallize.  Leon 


Trotsky  wrote  at  that  time: 

"The  Great  Powers... have  always  had  a 
direct  interest  in  setting  the  Balkan 
peoples  and  states  against  each  other 
and  then,  when  they  have  weakened 
one  another,  subjecting  them  to  their 
economic  and  political  influence.  The 
petty  dynasties  ruling  in  these  ‘broken 
pieces’  of  the  Balkan  Peninsula  have 
served  and  continue  to  serve  as  levers 
for  European  diplomatic  intrigues." 

— "The  Balkan  Question 
and  Social  Democracy” 

August  1910 

Today  we  need  only  replace  "petty 
dynasties”  with  "bourgeois  nationalist 
demagogues.” 

The  Milosevic  regime  has  destroyed 
the  multinational  army  of  the  Yugo- 
slav deformed  workers  state  and  fprged 
a force  in  the  service  of  Serbian 
chauvinism,  incorporating  reactionary 
bands  who  call  themselves  Chetniks  after 
the  World  War  II  Serbian  royalist- 
nationalists.  The  choice  of  Milan  Panic 
(an  American  citizen  and  millionaire!)  as 
prime  minister  of  a rump  Yugoslavia 
represents  an  attempt  at  conciliating  U.S. 
imperialism. 

“Ethnic  cleansing"  is  being  carried 
out — on  all  sides.  The  Tudjman  regime 
in  Croatia  is  the  heir  of  the  fascistic 
Ustasha,  and  once  again  looks  to  Greater 
Germany.  For  the  Fourth  Reich,  Bosnian 
Muslims,  increasingly  under  Croatian 
“protection,”  are  but  a tool  in  its  drive 
to  dismember  ex- Yugoslavia. 

"Serbia  must  be  brought  to  its  knees," 
bellowed  German  foreign  minister 
Kinkel  in  May.  And  who  should  carry 


this  out?  We  wrote  early  this  summer 
that  a massive  military  intervention, 
which  would  require  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  ground  troops,  “would  certainly 
be  a measure  of  imperialist  idiocy"  (WV 
No.  553,  12  June). 

In  July  a genuine  “Holy  Alliance" 
lined  up:  from  the  Pope  (renewing  the 
Vatican’s  close  collaboration  with  Hit- 
ler's Ustashi  client  state  in  Croatia)  and 
"military  experts”  from  the  Christian 
Democrats  (CDU)  and  Social  Democrats 
(SPD)  to  the  German  Lutheran  church, 
American  Democratic  presidential  can- 
didate Bill  Clinton  and  Britain's  Mar- 
garet Thatcher.  They  were  all  screaming 
for  air  strikes  against  the  Serbs. 

Various  UN  and  NATO  military  advis- 
ers raised  "technical”  objections  to  this. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  take  out  Ser- 
bian military  targets,  they  said.  What 
happened  to  the  vaunted  “high-tech," 
“surgical"  attacks  by  the  Pentagon  in 
Iraq?  They  never  existed.  U.S.  imperial- 
ism and  its  allies  simply  slaughtered 
100,000  Iraqis  in  cold  blood,  and  they 
would  do  it  again  if  need  be. 

Although  the  other  imperialists  agree 
on  sanctions  to  rein  in  Serbia,  they  balk 
at  militarily  intervening  on  the  side  of 
Germany's  Balkan  allies.  Washington, 
London  and  Paris  hold  open  the  possi- 
bility that  Serbia  might  play  the  role  of 
imperialist  client  state  just  as  well  as  the 
heirs  of  the  Ustasha  in  Croatia. 

Revolutionaries  oppose  any  imperial- 
ist intervention,  including  the  embargo, 
and  oppose  any  German  "logistical"  or 
“humanitarian”  help  to  such  an  adven- 
ture. Giving  no  political  support  to  the 
Serbian-chauvinist  Milosevic  regime, 
we  stand  militarily  on  the  side  of  Serbia/ 
Montenegro  against  an  actual  imperialist 
military  intervention.  But  in  the  current 
nationalist  civil  war  laying  waste  to 
the  former  Yugoslav  deformed  work- 
ers state,  working  people  have  no  side. 
The  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)  is  fighting  for 
a multinational  Leninist  party  that  will 
struggle  for  a socialist  federation  of  the 
Balkans. 

Today  the  German  Fourth  Reich  is 
preparing  the  possibility  of  a mili- 
tary intervention.  In  a highly  symbolic 
action,  the  destroyer  Bayern  (and  later 
the  Nieder sachsen)  was  dispatched  to 
the  Adriatic,  along  with  air  reconnais- 
sance, to  monitor  ships  breaking  the 
UN  embargo  against  Serbia.  "A  break 


Der  Spiegel 

Slavic  Muslims  in  Bosnia  mourn  victims  of  nationalist  war. 
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with  the  past,"  "the  first  naval  operation 
of  the  WEU  (West  European  Union] 
in  European  waters."  “close  to  real 
war."  enthused  Der  Spiegel  (20  July). 
Although  the  Bundeswehr  was  not 
authorized  to  stop  any  ships,  it  went  out 
of  its  way  to  provoke  the  Serbs.  The 
destroyer  Bayern  may  go  down  in  history 
with  the  cruiser  Agadir , sent  by  Kaiser 
Wilhelm  II  to  Morocco  in  1911  to  "show 
the  flag."  The  conflict  over  Moroccan 
iron  ore  foreshadowed  the  first  impe- 
rialist world  war. 

“Step  by  Step" 

The  host  of  imperialist  warships  cruis- 
ing the  Adriatic  in  the  name  of  the  UN, 
CSCE,  NATO,  WEU,  etc.,  is  itself  proof 
of  imperialist  competition  for  prestige 
and  influence.  George  Bush  sent  in  two 
warships  independently  of  the  Euro- 
peans. The  Bayern  was  not  requested 
by  the  UN,  and  was,  according  to 
German  "defense”  minister  Riihe,  an 
intervention  “in  our  own  style."  But 
when  the  Dutch  also  wanted  to  send  a 
warship.  NATO  secretary  Worner  in- 
formed them  that  a special  conference 
of  NATO  was  required.  "Behind  all  the 
wrangling  is  the  struggle  for  position  in 
Europe."  said  a source  in  German  for- 
eign minister  Kinkel’s  entourage.  In  an 
interview  with  Der  Spiegel  (16  March), 
Riihe  laid  his  cards  on  the  table:  “Step 
by  step,  the  soldiers  and  the  popula- 
tion should  become  accustomed  to 
worldwide  actions  by  the  German  armed 
forces." 

The  outlines  of  the  future  relation- 
ship of  forces  are  becoming  clearer:  the 
WEU  is  being  built  up  under  German 
leadership  as  the  alternative  to  NATO. 
The  Bundeswehr  is  drafting  plans  for 
so-called  “relief  and  disaster  interven- 
tions" to  "raise  the  combat  readiness"  of 
its  soldiers,  including  under  "extreme 
climatic  and  geographic  conditions,”  and 
its  ability  to  “carry  out  combat  under 
guerrilla  conditions  and  in  situations 
of  terrorist  activity"  ( Der  Spiegel, 
3 August).  While  demoralized  "leftists" 
question  the  Leninist  theory  of  impe- 
rialism, the  “Conceptual  Guidelines  for 
the  Reorganization  of  the  Bundeswehr," 
published  early  this  year,  declare  that  the 
Bundeswehr  must  ensure  “the  mainte- 
nance of  free  world  trade  and  access  to 
strategic  raw  materials”! 

Indeed,  officers  of  the  General  Staff 
in  the  new  Fourth  Reich  are  feeling 
increasingly  emboldened.  They  want  a 
“High  Command."  which  means  weak- 
ening civilian  control.  And  since  they 
are  seeking  to  revive  the  Wehrmacht’s 
Oberkommando,  Inspector  General  Nau- 
mann  ordered  that  the  old  charter  of  the 
Bundeswehr  (which  pretended  that  the 
Bundeswehr  had  nothing  in  common 
with  the  Wehrmacht)  must  be  rewritten. 
Some  officers  are  demanding  permission 
for  “official  contact  with  organizations 
of  members  of  the  former  Waffen-SS.” 
Kohl  and  Reagan’s  rehabilitation  of  the 
Waffen-SS  at  Bitburg  in  1985  is  bearing 
bitter  fruit  in  united  Germany. 

"War  is  too  important  to  be  left  to 
the  generals,"  goes  the  famous  refrain. 
And  while  Inspector  General  Nau- 
mann  says  he  “advises  against  a mili- 
tary intervention"  on  purely  military 
grounds,  Bonn — from  the  right-wing 
CSU  to  SPD/Green  veterans  of  the 
"peace”  movement — is  mobilizing  to  go 
into  the  Balkans.  At  bottom,  the  CDU 
and  SFD  are  arguing  only  about  the  color 
of  the  helmets  of  the  future  invasion 
troops. 

“Where  is  the  peace  movement?”  asks 
the  press.  In  1991  the  German  left  joined 
in  the  cry  for  a trade  embargo  to  starve 
Iraq  into  submission  to  its  imperialist 
masters.  They  only  added,  “no  (German) 
blood  for  oil."  Since  the  U.S.-led  war 
mobilization  in  the  Gulf  was  aimed  at 
its  imperialist  competitors  in  Bonn  and 
Tokyo  as  much  as  against  the  formerly 
U.S. -backed  Iraqi  strongman,  hundreds 
of  thousands  demonstrated  in  Germany 
for  “peace"  through  Iraqi  capitulation. 
Nonetheless,  for  German  imperialism  to 
have  a voice  in  the  redivision  of  the 
"New  World  Order,"  it  had  to  help 


finance  the  war.  So  Kohl  ordered  the 
"anti-American"  mobilizations  to  cease 
and  desist,  and  their  organizers  duly 
obeyed. 

Since  then,  the  “peace"  movement  is 
regularly  called  on  to  organize  demon- 
strations to  demand  imperialist  "protec- 
tion" of  Kurds  or  Bosnians.  Now  leading 
Greens  are  arguing  that  with  the  fall  of 
the  USSR  (whose  nuclear  arsenal  kept 
the  imperialists  in  check  and  saved  man- 
kind from  atomic  war  for  two  genera- 
tions), pacifism  is  “out"  and  Bundeswehr 
intervention  around  the  world  is  “in." 
How  right  Trotsky  was.  when  he  said: 
“The  imperialists  know  in  advance  that 
the  pacifism  of  the  Social  Democracy 
at  the  first  roar  of  cannon  will  be  trans- 
formed into  the  most  servile  patriotism 
and  become  the  most  important  reserve 
for  militarism.  That  is  why  a most 
intransigent  struggle  against  pacifism, 
unmasking  its  treacherous  character,  is 
the  very  first  step  on  the  road  toward  a 
revolutionary  struggle  against  war." 

— "Declaration  to  the  Antiwar 
Congress  at  Amsterdam," 

July  1932 

Propaganda  War 

The  daily  propaganda  barrage  out  of 
Sarajevo  is  splendid  preparation  for  a 
military  assault  on  Serbia.  Yet  this  was 
overtaken  by  the  Nazi  pogrom  in  Ros- 
tock, "ethnic  cleansing”  instigated  by  the 
anti-refugee  coalition  in  Bonn  stretching 
from  the  Christian  Democrats  to  the 
social  democrats  of  the  SPD  and  PDS. 


When  the  bourgeoisie  of  Auschwitz 
lectures  the  Serbians  about  genocide,  it 
is  a monumental  example  of  chutzpah! 
Nazi-hunter  Simon  Wiesenthal  also  ob- 
jected to  the  references  to  “genocide”  in 
Bosnia,  since  this  serves  to  minimize 
Nazi  genocide,  which  raged  not  least 
in  Serbia. 

The  height  of  Fourth  Reich  hypocrisy 
is  surely  its  "concern"  over  the  fate  of 
the  Bosnian  population.  It’s  clear  that 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Serbian 
refugees  from  Croatian  and  Muslim 
areas  don't  even  exist  for  the  German 
media.  A visa  is  still  demanded  of  Bos- 
nian refugees  at  the  German  border. 
Once  inside  Germany.  Bosnian  refugees 
are  assaulted  by  Nazi  skinheads.  Roma 
and  Cinti  (Gypsies) — victims  of  nation- 
alist persecution  by  all  sides  in  ex- 
Yugoslavia — are  special  targets  of  racist 
witchhunts  by  CDU  and  SPD  provincial 
governments  in  Germany. 

No  less  despicable  is  the  claim  by 
the  successor  state  to  the  Third  Reich 
that  it  has  a special  “moral  obligation" 
to  oppose  concentration  camps...  in 
Serbia.  German  imperialist  "moralists" 
have  "overlooked"  the  40  Croatian  and/ 
or  Muslim  internment  camps  where 
similar  conditions  exist.  Also  "forgot- 
ten” is  the  unbelievable  horror  which 
reigned  in  the  Ustashi  death  camp  of 
Jasenovac. 

At  the  same  time,  German  propa- 
gandists seek  to  paint  a pretty  picture 
of  a "democratic"  Croatia.  The  Croatian 
Fiihrer  Tudjman  met  with  a delega- 
tion of  fascist  deputies  from  the  Euro- 
pean Parliament,  including  French 
fascist  Jean-Marie  Le  Pen.  It  has  since 
come  out  that  hundreds  of  fascists  from 


different  countries,  including  Germany, 
are  fighting  on  the  Croatian  side. 

The  Left  Enlists  in  the 
Drang  nach  Osten 

Adolf  Hitler  exploited  the  oppression 
of  the  Sudeten  Germans  and  Slovaks  in 
order  to  break  up  Czechoslovakia,  an 
ally  of  Western  "democratic"  imperial- 
ism, and  used  the  Croats  to  split  up 
Serbian-dominated  interwar  Yugoslavia 
(also  an  ally  of  Britain  and  France). 
Today  the  bourgeois  press  claims  that 
Tito's  Yugoslavia  was  a “prison  house 
of  peoples"  and  a "defective  construc- 
tion." After  the  1917  Russian  October 
Revolution,  the  German  bourgeoisie  (sup- 
ported by  the  SPD)  used  the  Freikorps 
against  the  Bolsheviks,  waving  the  ban- 
ner of  the  "right  to  self-determination"  of 
the  Baltic  countries. 

And  there  are  so-called  "revolution- 
aries" who  are  acting  as  propagandists 
for  the  current  German  Drang  nach 
Osten  (drive  to  the  East).  Last  year, 
Ernest  Mandel’s  pseudo-Trotskyist 
“United  Secretariat"  was  pushing  Croa- 
tian independence,  and  even  called  for 
the  "overthrow”  of  the  Milosevic  regime 
through  “economic  and  political  iso- 
lation of  the  Belgrade  regime  by  all 
of  Europe."  Now,  with  the  triumph  of 
counterrevolution,  the  Mandelites  would 
like  to  take  a little  distance  from  the 
bloody  catastrophe  which  they  had 
cheered  on  only  a few  months  before: 


"Any  eventual  military  measures  by  a 
Western  coalition  have  to  be  evaluated 
both  from  a strategic  and  a political  point 
of  view,"  declares  the  weaselly  Interna- 
tional Viewpoint  (6  July). 

USec  Yugoslavia  expert  Catherine 
Verla  raises  a utopian  bourgeois- 
democratic  program:  "the  limitless  ex- 
tension of  the  rights  of  ‘minorities,’  to 
make  frontiers  open  with  multiple  citi- 
zenship rights”  or.  “even  better,”  a “Bal- 
kan confederation  of  multi-ethnic  and 
democratic  states”  ( International  View- 
point. 22  June).  But  where  there  are 
interpenetrated  peoples  occupying  the 
same  territory,  there  is  no  just  solution 
to  competing  national  rights  under 
capitalism.  As  we  have  written:  “In  this 
case,  a democratic  solution  to  the 
national  question  would  be  found  only 
in  the  context  of  proletarian,  collectivist 
property  relations  which  provide  the 
basis  for  a federative  solution  free  from 
national  oppression”  ("The  National 
Question  in  Yugoslavia,”  WV  No.  106, 
23  April  1976). 

Arbeitermacht  in  Germany,  an  off- 
shoot of  the  Austrian  group  linked  to 
British  Workers  Power,  hurried  to  the 
defense  of  Kurt  Waldheim,  an  officer  in 
the  Waffen-SS  in  the  Balkans  who  was 
personally  responsible  for  the  mass  mur- 
der of  the  Greek  Jews  of  Thessaloniki 
and  of  Yugoslav  Partisans.  They  claimed 
that  he  wasn’t  a Nazi  war  criminal.  So 
it  came  as  no  surprise  last  year  when 
they  came  out  for  "immediate  recog- 
nition of  the  Croatian  and  Slovenian 
declarations  of  independence."  although 
they  were  well  aware  that  this  meant  sup- 
port to  “openly  (capitalist]  restorationist 
governments  in  Ljubljana  and  Zagreb" 


( Arbeitermacht , August  1991).  Like  the 
Mandelites,  they  too  have  gotten  cold 
feet  about  an  imperialist  intervention  and 
Croatian  nationalism,  which  they  were 
previously  enthusiastically  cheering  on. 

Arbeitermacht  (July  1992)  brands  Tito- 
ism  as  “the  culture  medium  for  nation- 
alism." Tito's  Partisans  were  victorious 
in  a struggle  not  only  against  the  Nazi 
and  Italian  fascist  occupiers,  but  against 
the  pogromists  of  the  Croatian  Ustasha 
and  Serbian  Chetniks  as  well,  and 
the  social  revolution  overthrowing  the 
bourgeoisie  laid  the  groundwork  for  a 
democratic  solution  of  the  national  ques- 
tion. That  it  was  not  definitively  resolved 
was  not  due  to  "bureaucratic  arbitrar- 
iness” (Arbeitennacht’s  limp  expla- 
nation). Rather,  the  national  question  in 
the  Balkans  could  not  be  resolved  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  Yugoslav  state. 
"Workers  self-management”  increased 
regional  inequalities  in  the  economy, 
which  encouraged  the  rise  of  nationalist 
forces.  Proletarian  internationalism — a 
socialist  federation  of  the  Balkans — and 
a centralized  planned  economy  on  the 
basis  of  workers  soviets  is  the  genuine 
Trotskyist  program. 

The  Main  Enemy  Is  At  Home! 

With  nationalism  serving  as  the  driv- 
ing force  for  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  the  Baltics  and  the  Balkans,  these 
fake-left  groups  supported  their  own 
bourgeoisie  and  its  quislings,  just  as  they 


participated  in  or  even  hailed  the  annex- 
ation of  the  DDR  in  the  name  of  “democ- 
racy." Today  the  Mandelite  Hans-Jiirgen 
Schulz  writes:  “Jingoism  such  as  in 
Great  Britain  during  the  Malvinas  War 
or  in  the  U.S.  during  the  Gulf  War  is 
just  as  unthinkable  in  this  country  as 
chauvinism  like  that  in  Russia,  Serbia  or 
Croatia."  Germany,  according  to  Schulz, 
“has  become  the  land  of  the  peace 
movement"!  What  planet  does  he  live 
on?  Furthermore,  he  sees  no  "Fourth 
Reich,"  since  this  is  supposedly  an 
age  of  "collective  imperialism."  Shades 
of  Kautsky’s  "super-imperialism”!  That 
imperialist  rivalry  and  German  great 
power  ambitions  are  the  order  of  the  day 
is  glaringly  obvious. 

In  sharp  contrast  to  these  fake- 
Trotskyist  satellites  of  the  SPD  and 
PDS,  we  Spartakists  fought  against 
capitalist  reunification  of  Germany. 
The  International  Communist  League  is 
fighting  to  mobilize  the  multinational 
Soviet  working  people  against  Yeltsin- 
Bush  counterrevolution  and  against  the 
accompanying  Great  Russian  chauvin- 
ism and  anti-Semitism.  With  Anschluss 
(annexation)  of  the  DDR.  German  impe- 
rialism achieved  a sinister  victory,  but 
Bonn  has  bitten  off  more  than  it 
can  chew.  The  working  class  has  begun 
to  fight  back  against  the  austerity 
policies  which  the  bourgeoisie  needs  to 
finance  its  Drang  nach  Osten.  Interna- 
tionalist class  struggle  can  defeat  the 
German  bourgeoisie’s  plans  for  world 
power!  In  the  face  of  the  sinister  rise 
of  state  racism  and  Nazi  terror,  we  seek 
to  build  a revolutionary  workers  party 
in  the  tradition  of  Lenin,  Liebknecht 
and  Luxemburg.  ■ 
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Report  from  Warsaw 


Polish  Workers  Defy  Solidarno$( 
“Free  Market”  Regime 


Striking  workers  from  giant  Ursus  tractor  factory  protest  in  Warsaw  last  month 


After  nearly  two  years  of  the  Lech 
Walesa  presidency,  the  fledgling  Polish 
capitalist  state  remains  fragile  and  weak, 
the  regime  is  increasingly  splintered 
and  the  counterrevolutionary  parties  at 
loggerheads.  The  hoped-for  imperial- 
ist investment  hasn’t  materialized,  as 
Western  capitalists  pass  Poland  by  in 
favor  of  neighboring  Czechoslovakia 
and  Hungary. 

Many  of  the  factors  which  placed 
Poland  in  the  forefront  of  the  bourgeois 
“democratic”  counterrevolution  in  East 
Europe  during  the  1980s  have  produced 
the  strongest  backlash  against  its  effects. 
The  working  class  remains  highly  com- 
bative, with  widespread  strikes  and  anti- 
government  demonstrations.  Although 
the  country  is  overwhelmingly  Catholic, 
a majority  favor  the  right  to  abortion 
against  the  Church  hierarchy  and  are 
opposed  to  clerical  control. 

Attacks  on  the  working  class  by 
Walesa’s  clerical-nationalist  Solidamosc 
regime  have  brought  untold  misery  and 
poverty  to  the  Polish  masses.  Unemploy- 
ment is  growing,  reaching  20  percent  in 
some  regions,  while  the  numbers  receiv- 
ing the  meager  unemployment  benefits 
are  being  slashed.  Many  enterprises, 
virtually  bankrupt,  have  suspended  work 
and  the  payment  of  wages,  while  food 
and  energy  prices  are  continually  on 
the  rise. 

The  latest  Solidarnosc  prime  minister, 
Hanna  Suchocka — a would-be  Polish 
“Iron  Lady"  Thatcher — declared  that  for 
40  years  the  workers  “were  treated  as 
the  most  important  class,  on  which  the 
whole  system  of  the  state  stood.  And  it 
is  very  bitter  for  them  to  understand 
now  that  the  new  conditions  require 
them  to  step  down  to  a very  low  role” 
( New  York  Times,  3 September). 

But  the  Polish  working  class  is 
staunchly  resisting  stepping  down  to  the 
very  low  role  demanded  by  their  new 
capitalist  masters.  The  systematic  sub- 
ordination of  the  economy  to  the  world 
bankers’  cartel,  the  IMF  (International 
Monetary  Fund),  provoked  a major  strike 
wave  throughout  the  summer  centered 
on  demands  for  higher  wages  and  against 
layoffs.  The  strikes  embraced  the  coal 
and  copper  mines  which  provide  the 
country  with  much  of  its  hard-currency 
exports,  the  big  FSM  car  parts  plant  at 


T^chy  (recently  taken  overby  Italy’s  Fiat) 
and  the  giant  Ursus  tractor  factory,  where 
workers  chanted,  "Down  with  Walesa!" 

Under  intense  pressure  from  its  West- 
ern capitalist  godfathers,  the  Suchocka/ 
Walesa  regime  took  a hard  line,  refus- 
ing, for  example,  to  negotiate  with  the 
copper  miners  by  sending  the  manage- 
ment on  vacation.  After  a month,  the  cop- 
per miners  went  back  without  any  of 
their  demands  being  met.  Police  were 
used  to  remove  striking  workers  who  had 
occupied  the  FSM/Fiat  plant,  and  man- 
agement announced  that  2.500  would  be 
fired  for  refusing  to  return  to  work.  As 
we  go  to  press,  the  strike  leaders  have 
announced  that  the  workers  are  going 
back. 

The  defeat  of  the  copper  miners  and 
the  FSM  auto  workers  points  to  the  lim- 
ited effectiveness  of  localized  economic 
strikes  under  conditions  of  mass  unem- 
ployment and  widespread  enterprise 
bankruptcy.  Yet  the  strong  impulse  to- 
ward a political  general  strike  was 
derailed  by  the  major  oppositional  union, 
the  OPZZ.  formerly  the  official  Commu- 
nist union  federation  and  now  led  by 
ex-Stalinist  bureaucrats  turned  social 
democrats. 

Consequently,  the  vacuum  of  leader- 
ship has  been  partly  filled  by  the  most 
right-wing  nationalist  forces — Solidar- 
nosc 80,  whose  leadership  spews  out 


anti-Communist  and  anti-Semitic  dema- 
gogy, and  the  fascistic  Confederation  for 
Independent  Poland  (KPN).  Forty  KPN 
parliamentary  deputies  took  to  the  Lubin 
copper  fields  in  July,  seeking  to  channel 
the  miners’  just  anger  against  the  Su- 
chocka/Walesa/IMF  regime  in  the  direc- 
tion of  murderous  Polish  chauvinism. 

Nationalism  is  the  deadly  enemy  of 
the  working  class  and  the  favored  instru- 
ment of  the  Polish  agents  of  the  world 
bankers.  The  Spartakusowska  Grupa 
Polski  (Spartacist  Group  of  Poland)  has 
fought  against  all  forms  of  chauvinism 
in  the  name  of  restoring  the  internation- 
alist communism  of  Lenin.  Trotsky  and 
Rosa  Luxemburg.  On  May  Day,  the 
SGP  was  well  received  by  the  15,000 
participants  at  the  OPZZ-called  demon- 
stration in  Warsaw,  selling  more  than  500 
pieces  of  revolutionary  literature. 

A united  workers  struggle  is  necessary 
against  IMF-dictated  “austerity,"  but  the 
prerequisite  for  winning  is  a break  with 
the  neo-social-democratic  misleaders  of 
the  OPZZ  in  order  to  mobilize  the  work- 
ers movement  against  Solidarnosc  coun- 
terrevolution in  all  its  variants,  in  strug- 
gle for  a new  proletarian  state  power. 

Hot  Summer  of  Class  Struggle 

In  June  a strike  wave  swept  through 
the  coal  fields  of  Silesia,  a historic  center 
of  proletarian  militancy.  While  initially 


all  unions  supported  the  strikes,  the  offi- 
cial Solidarnosc  union  soon  revealed 
itself  as  the  Trojan  horse  of  the 
Suchocka/Walesa  starvation  regime.  On 
July  23.  it  broke  ranks  and  signed  a deal 
with  management  for  a small  wage  in- 
crease of  10  to  20  percent — while  infla- 
tion is  officially  running  at  40  percent 
this  year!  OPZZ  chairman  Rajmund 
Moric  rightly  denounced  the  Solidarnosc 
action  as  an  “attempt  to  smash  the  min- 
ers' unity." 

The  miners  were  incensed  at  the  sell- 
out and  greeted  Solidamosc  spokesmen 
with  cries  of  "traitors,  thieves,  rene- 
gades” as  they  demonstrably  tore  up 
their  Solidarnosc  membership  cards.  One 
chairman  of  a local  Solidamosc  commit- 
tee was  run  out  in  a wheelbarrow.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  betrayal  by  the  official 
union  allowed  the  rabid  chauvinists  of 
Solidamosc  80 — who  had  organized  an 
occupation  of  the  State  Coal  Agency  in 
Katowice,  capital  of  the  region — to  pos- 
ture as  the  real  militants. 

Just  when  the  coal  strike  ended  with 
a sellout,  on  July  20  the  copper  strike 
began.  Poland  is  the  seventh  leading  pro- 
ducer of  copper  in  the  world,  and  70 
percent  of  its  output  is  exported,  so  this 
strike  was  of  great  importance.  While 
the  Solidamosc  union  sabotaged  the  coal 
strike  from  within,  Walesa’s  labor  flun- 
keys withdrew  from  the  strike  commit- 
tees (except  for  one  foundry  in  Legnica) 
even  before  the  strike  began. 

With  Solidamosc  out  of  the  picture, 
the  copper  miners’  action  prompted  the 
formation  of  a strike  negotiation  com- 
mittee— the  MKKNS — which  in  its 
political  character  was  that  of  “left- 
right"  oppositional  bloc.  It  included 
the  OPZZ  and  other  formerly  Stalinist- 
led  unions  along  with  the  virulently 
anti-Communist  Solidamosc  80  and 
the  Samoobrona  farmers'  union,  whose 
leader,  Andrzej  Lepper.  appeals  to  fascist 
skinheads  to  join  his  peasant-based 
“national  guard."  This  unholy  alliance 
announced  a list  of  “21  demands.”  hark- 
ing back  to  the  formation  of  Solidarnosc 
in  1980.  However,  from  the  outset 
Walesa  & Co.  sought  to  exploit  the  just 
grievances  of  Polish  workers  against 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  in  the  interests 
of  “free  world”  capitalism.  Among  the 
continued  on  page  15 
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Workers  movement  must  fight  clerical  nationalism.  Left,  protesters  against  mandatory  religious  instruction  in  schools  gather  at  statue  honoring  r^nirnirl?. 
last  Apr.l.  Right,  Warsaw,  May  Day  1992,  Polish  Spartacists  call  for  workers  mobilization  to  smash  fascist  attacks down  With 
counterrevolution,  for  workers  defense  of  abortion  rights.  S-  down  with  Yeltsin-Walesa-Bush 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


Teamsters  join 
Warwick,  Rhode 
Island  teachers 
rallying  at 
City  Hall, 
September  14. 


Rhode  Island  Teachers 
Jailed  in  Fight  Against 
School  Cutbacks 

WARWICK.  Rhode  Island,  September  14 — As  almost 
2,000  Warwick  Teachers  Union  members,  their  families 
and  other  unionists  massed  outside  the  county  court- 
house, 18  teachers  emerged  to  cheers  after  three  days 
behind  bars.  With  some  still  in  prison  clothes,  the  18 
marched  as  heroes  through  the  crowd  of  supporters. 
They  had  been  jailed  in  the  Adult  Correctional  Insti- 
tution for  the  ‘'crime"  of  defending  their  union  and 
fighting  to  stop  the  deep  budget  cuts  in  education  here. 

The  jailed  teachers,  along  with  50  more  who  had 
also  been  declared  in  contempt  of  a strikebreaking 
injunction,  were  released  after  agreeing  to  return  to 
work  under  a 1991  contract  imposed  by  the  judge.  The 
School  Committee  had  agreed  to  the  contract  a year 
ago.  only  to  withdraw  the  offer  as  they  sought  to 
increase  class  size,  cut  programs  and  include  an  “unlim- 
ited layoffs"  clause.  This  provoked  a four-day  walkout 
last  year.  As  the  Committee  continued  to  hardline  it, 
the  teachers  struck  on  September  2. 

Teachers  see  the  strike  as  a watershed  in  defending 
education  here.  On  September  11,  when  the  judge 
declared  the  18  in  contempt,  including  the  majority  of 
the  union  executive  and  bargaining  committee,  the 
courtroom  erupted  in  protest  with  shouts  of  "No  con- 
tract, no  work!"  and  “Take  us  all!”  As  the  strikers  were 
led  away  in  handcuffs,  unionists  organized  a picket  at 
City  Hall  and  a vigil  at  the  state  prison  which  drew 
over  2,000  workers  and  their  families.  The  next  day, 
the  union  bargainers  were  brought  to  the  negotiating 
table  in  handcuffs! 

Warwick's  Democratic  mayor  Charles  Donovan  and 
Judge  Pederzani  escalated  their  assault,  subpoenaing 


dozens  more  strikers.  But  the  union  mobilization  grew 
*as  1.500  workers,  including  Firefighters.  Teamsters  and 
Carpenters  from  around  the  state,  gathered  outside  the 
courthouse  today.  After  an  early  afternoon  rally  at  City 
Hall,  the  demonstration  returned  to  the  courthouse, 
where  strikers  learned  of  the  impending  release  of  their 
brothers  and  sisters. 

The  Warwick  teachers  beat  back  the  School  Com- 
mittee because  they  were  prepared  to  spend  a few  days 
in  jail.  Around  the  country,  Detroit  teachers  are  still 
on  strike  after  two  weeks.  Philadelphia  teachers  "set- 
tled" for  no  wage  hike  in  the  first  year.  L A.  teachers 
are  threatened  with  huge  pay  cuts  and  New  York  City 
teachers  are  now  in  their  second  year  of  working  with- 
out a contract. 

It  is  a measure  of  the  depth  of  labor’s  recent  defeats 


that  strikers  greet  a return  to  work  under  the  old 
contract  imposed  by  a strikebreaking  judge  as  a vic- 
tory. And  it’s  a measure  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
labor  bureaucracy  that  their  “alternative"  to  Bush,  the 
"education  president”  who  wants  to  gut  public  edu- 
cation, is  the  “right  to  work"  Democrat  Clinton.  It’s 
high  time  to  oust  the  bureaucrats  and  build  a workers 
party! 

In  its  ascending  phase,  American  capitalism  em- 
braced universal  public  education — though  it  always 
had  elite  schools  for  the  sons  (and  some  daughters)  of 
the  bourgeoisie.  In  its  decline,  it  has  turned  urban 
schools  into  racist  prisons.  With  the  budget-slashing 
onslaught  against  the  public  schools,  it  should  be  clear 
that  only  a socialist  revolution  can  provide  decent  edu- 
cation for  all. 


Atlanta  School  Bus 
Drivers  Strike 

ATLANTA — On  September  9,  over  200  angry  school 
bus  drivers  struck  the  private  contractor  Laidlaw  Trans- 
portation. which  carries  20,000  students  daily,  one-third 
of  the  public  school  population  here.  The  drivers,  pre- 
dominantly black  women  many  of  whom  are  single 
parents,  are  fighting  “to  be  treated  as  people,  not 
slaves,"  as  one  striker's  sign  said.  Chanting  “Fired  up, 
fed  up!"  the  strikers  showed  high  spirits,  holding  their 
line  strong  through  the  first  week. 

As  "permanent  part-timers"  bus  drivers  get  a paltry 
$8  per  hour,  with  no  medical  benefits  or  seniority 
rights,  while  100  drivers  employed  directly  by  the 
school  system  earn  up  to  $14  per  hour  with  benefits. 
Buses  made  to  carry  89  students  (!)  often  hold  130 
(!!),  as  drivers  are  forced  to  double  and  triple  their 
pickup  schedules  while  Laidlaw.  the  largest  school 
bus  company  in  North  America,  pays  them  as  though 
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Atlanta  school  bus  drivers,  fighting  for  a union  in 
the  open  shop  South. 


they’re  driving  one  route.  On-the-job  injuries  are  com- 
mon. but  drivers  are  forced  to  keep  working  or  go 
without  pay.  With  conditions  like  these,  under  a contract 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  it's  only  a matter  of  time 
until  some  bus  is  involved  in  a horrible  accident  that 
will  really  be  School  Board  murder. 

The  strikers  are  demanding  the  right  to  become  full- 
time, unionized  city  workers.  They  are  up  against  the 
rampant  open  shop  practices  in  the  South,  and  the 
increasing  drive  by  the  bosses  to  “privatize"  city  serv- 
ices. Not  surprisingly,  strikers  are  wary  of  union  traitors 
who  collect  dues  only  to  betray  struggles  at  the  behest 
of  the  city’s  Democratic  Party  bosses,  the  same  ones 
who  sold  out  the  fight  for  busing  to  integrate  Atlanta 
schools.  Look  what’s  repeatedly  happened  to  the  san- 
itation workers,  but  strikers  recognize  that  union  organ- 
ization would  provide  the  organized  strength  to  win 
job  protection.  The  key  to  winning  is  real  solidarity  in 
action  from  teachers,  city  employees  and  transit 
workers. 

At  a September  14  School  Board  meeting,  drivers 
had  to  fight  to  be  heard.  Eventually  the  drivers’  spokes- 
man. Rev.  E.  Frank  Hatchett,  offered  to  return  to  work 
"for  the  good  of  the  children."  Board  members  mouthed 
some  empty  promises  about  benefits.  As  we  go  to  press, 
drivers  are  preparing  to  go  back  to  work.  Winning 
strikes  and  organizing  the  unorganized,  especially  in 
the  Klan-infested.  "open  shop"  South  won’t  be  done 
by  do-nothing  bureaucrats  in  the  pocket  of  the 
Democrats. 


UMW  Tops  Paid  Pittston 
with  Millions  in  Miners’ 
Money 

When  Daniel  DeLeon  coined  the  term  "labor  lieu- 
tenants of  capital"  for  the  trade-union  bureaucracy,  he 
probably  didn’t  expect  that  some  day  they  would  actu- 
ally pay  the  capitalists  millions  of  dollars  for  the  “priv- 
ilege" of  serving  their  masters  and  betraying  workers’ 
struggles.  But  that’s  just  what  United  Mine  Workers 
bureaucrats,  led  by  president  Rich  Trumka.  did  to  end 
the  321 -day  1989  strike  against  Pittston  Coal  in  south- 
western Virginia. 

The  Richmond  Times-Dispatch  (8  August)  revealed 
that  in  a footnote  to  court  papers  filed  in  Russell  County. 
Virginia,  the  UMW  stated  that.  "As  part  of  this  settle- 
ment. the  union  paid  the  company’s  parent  corporation 
millions  of  dollars."  UMW  spokesman  Jim  Grossfeld 


refused  to  disclose  the  exact  amount,  but  admitted  that 
payments  made  to  Pittston  to  settle  the  strike  were  part 
of  $12  million  in  "legal  payments"  listed  in  the  union’s 
1 990  annual  report.  The  payments  were  disclosed  during 
court  hearings  this  summer  to  lift  $64  million  in  fines 
imposed  by  the  state  on  the  union. 

While  the  New  Year’s  1990  Pittston  settlement  was 
touted  by  everyone  from  Trumka  to  the  Communist 
Party’s  People's  Weekly  World  and  the  SWP’s  Militant 
as  a historic  victory.  Workers  Vanguard  told  the  truth: 
“Trumka  is  trying  to  sell  a contract  which  threatens  every- 
thing the  Pittston  strikers  have  fought  for....  This  will 
open  the  floodgates  to  a coal  company  offensive  against 
the  health  and  pension  funds  and  industrywide  bargain- 
ing, endangering  the  very  existence  of  the  union." 

And  after  the  sellout  was  pushed  through,  over  the 
objections  of  one-third  of  the  strikers,  we  wrote  that 
"Pittston  will  be  allowed  to  buy  its  way  out  of  one 
bankrupt  medical  benefits  fund  at  bargain  basement 
prices.”  What  Trumka  kept  secret  was  that  he  raided 
the  union  treasury  to  give  Pittston  the  cash! 

The  Pittston  betrayal  was  the  direct  result  of 
Trumka’s  "selective  strike"  strategy,  where  individual 
locals  are  pitted  against  the  coal  bosses,  industrywide 
bargaining  with  the  operators’  association  (BCOA)  is 
thrown  out  the  window,  and  the  historic  gains  of  the 
union,  especially  safety  and  health  care  which  are  vital 
in  this  deadly  industry,  are  wiped  out.  Trumka  has 
thrown  out  the  union’s  historic  weapons  of  militant 
struggle — tough  picket  lines,  industrywide  solidarity 
strikes — in  favor  of  capitulation  to  the  bosses’  courts, 
civil  disobedience,  useless  "corporate  campaigns"  and 
reliance  on  the  Democratic  Party. 

Trumka  is  touting  a recent  Congressional  bill  as  “sav- 
ing” health  coverage  for  120.000  retired  miners  whose 
benefits  are  threatened.  Meanwhile,  coal  companies, 
encouraged  by  the  bureaucrats’  gift  to  Pittston,  flee  the 
BCOA.  But  the  bill  exempts  non-union  firms,  loots  the 
solvent  pension  funds,  forces  workers  into  second-rate 
care  and  doesn't  even  cover  workers  who  retire  after 
1994. 

The  betrayals  by  the  UMW  tops  have  only  whetted 
the  appetite  of  the  coal  bosses  and  their  hired  gun 
thugs.  The  infamous  strikebreaking  outfit.  Vance  Inter- 
national, has  sent  out  offers  throughout  the  coal  fields 
to  bring  in  "riot-ready  former  Green  Berets"  for  the 
expiration  of  the  contract  in  February.  These  thugs  have 
left  a string  of  busted  strikes  and  jailed  unionists.  The 
upcoming  coal  contract  fight  is  a chance  to  whip  them 
good.  But  UMW  miners  need  to  forge  a leadership  that 
refuses  to  play  by  the  bosses’  rules.  In  the  face  of 
60,000  determined  strikers.  Tafl-Hartley  will  be  as  dead 
as  Harry  S.  Truman.  ■ 
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Volkswagen  Strike/Lockout 

Mexico:  “Free  Trade”  and 
Union-Busting 


MEXICO  CITY — Jus!  as  final  negotia- 
tions for  the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  were  winding  to  a close, 
workers  at  the  giant  Volkswagen  of  Mex- 
ico plant  in  Puebla  walked  out.  This  dis- 
play of  labor  militancy  was  not  the  image 
Mexico’s  rulers  wanted  to  present  to 
potential  investors.  So  the  government 
of  President  Salinas  de  Gortari  responded 
with  an  anti-union,  pro-company  hard 
line  that  presages  what  the  "free  trade" 
pact  will  mean:  vicious  union-busting  on 
both  sides  of  the  border. 

After  a two-week  wildcat  strike  that 
shut  down  the  VW  plant  125  kilo- 
meters east  of  the  capital,  the  company 
locked  out  the  workforce  and  appealed 
to  the  federal  government  to  rescind 
the  union  contract  and  decertify  the 
14,200-member  Independent  Union  of 
Volkswagen  * Workers  (SITAVW).  To 
back  this  up,  VW  management  claimed 
it  was  losing  $10  million  a day  and  made 
noises  about  shutting  down  and  moving 
out  of  Mexico.  The  threat  was  com- 
pletely empty,  as  the  company  has  just 
concentrated  all  its  North  American 
operations  there. 

But  the  government  took  its  cue,  and 
on  August  17  the  Labor  Ministry’s  Fed- 
eral Conciliation  Board  complied  with 
the  company’s  demands.  This  allowed 
the  company  to  fire  the  entire  workforce 
and  then  rehire  all  but  1,500  workers! 
This  was  with  the  complicity  of  the 
SITAVW’s  executive  board,  which  had 
earlier  negotiated  a sweetheart  deal 
behind  the  backs  of  the  membership.  The 
hard  core  of  union  militants  was  thus 
excluded.  A contract  giving  management 
unlimited  rights  to  “flexibilize”  produc- 
tion methods  was  imposed  and  the 
union's  statutes  were  modified  to  give 
the  bureaucracy  a hammer  lock  on  the 
ranks — all  without  a vote. 

The  Salinas  regime  is  hoping  to  deal 
a death  blow  to  militant  labor  unionism 
in  Mexico.  The  SITAVW,  which  has 
struck  13  times  in  the  last  15  years,  was 
one  of  the  strongholds  of  the  “inde- 
pendent” unions  which  emerged  in  the 
late  1970s  from  under  the  iron  control 


The  recently  concluded  strike  by 
United  Auto  Workers  Local  1714  at  the 
Lordstown,  Ohio  stamping  plant  had  the 
power  to  hurt  General  Motors.  In  just  a 
few  days,  nine  plants  employing  43,000 
workers  came  to  a halt,  as  plants 
exhausted  their  shallow  inventories 
under  the  “just  in  time”  parts  system. 
GM  was  losing  almost  $10  million  per 
day.  When  the  strike  was  settled.  Soli- 
darity House  claimed  the  workers  won. 
They  were  joined  by  phony  socialists 
like  the  Socialist  Workers  Party,  whose 
misnamed  Militant  called  it  “an  impor- 
tant victory.”  Like  hell. 

Owen  Bieber,  Steve  Yokich  and  the 
rest  of  the  UAW  traitors  only  intended 
for  the  Lordstown  strike  to  blow  off  a 
little  steam,  as  GM  rolls  over  the  UAW 
with  a massive  job-slashing  plan  which 
will  close  21  plants  and  wipe  out  another 
74,000  auto  jobs  in  the  next  three  years. 
In  the  much-ballyhooed  settlement  the 
company  agreed  to  refrain  from  wiping 
out  the  240  tool  and  die  jobs  at 
issue... for  one  year.  Then  the  jobs  are 
gone.  A GM  exec  bragged  to  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  (8  September):  “The  set- 


of  the  semi-corporatist  Confederation  of 
Mexican  Labor  unions.  The  CTM  is  offi- 
cially part  of  the  Institutional  Revolu- 
tionary Party  (PRI),  the  bourgeois  party 
that  has  ruled  Mexico  for  the  last  70 
years.  But  the  independent  unions  failed 
to  break  politically  with  the  bourgeoisie, 
and  it  was  the  narrow  legalism  of  the 
VW  union  dissidents,  appealing  to  the 


government  as  a "neutral"  agency,  which 
led  to  their  defeat. 

VW:  Insurgency  and  Defeat 

The  fight  at  Volkswagen  goes  back  to 
the  election  last  December  of  a new 
union  leadership  headed  by  Gaspar 
Bueno  Aguirre.  Bueno  called  a strike  at 
the  beginning  of  July,  then  abruptly  can- 
celed it  after  less  than  a day,  signing  a 
new  contract  that  provided  for  a 15  per- 
cent wage  increase.  When  a dissident 
group  of  shopfloor  representatives  led 
by  Jesus  Valencia  de  la  Luz  approached 
the  executive  committee  on  July  20  with 
complaints  about  the  contract,  they  were 
told:  “There  is  nothing  to  discuss.  It  has 


tlement  affirms  management’s  right  to 
consolidate  operations." 

But  the  stamping  plant  strike  masked 
a far  more  ominous  deal  between  the 
union  bureaucrats  and  GM.  On  Sep- 
tember 3,  as  the  walkout  was  about  to 
end,  a local  agreement  was  signed  at 
the  adjacent  Lordstown  assembly  plant, 
organized  by  UAW  Local  1112,  which 
says  that  any  layoffs  of  workers  assem- 
bling Sunbirds  and  Cavaliers,  the  so- 
called  J-cars,  have  to  take  place  among 
workers  at  the  plant  in  Ramos  Arizpe, 
Mexico  first! 

This  backstabbing  deal  is  designed  to 
destroy  the  urgently  needed  class  soli- 
darity across  the  Mexican-U.S. -Canadian 
borders,  even  as  the  American  capital- 
ists gear  up  to  implement  their  "Free 
Trade  Agreement"  rape  of  Mexico.  It  is 
a gift  to  the  auto  bosses  at  a time  when 
the  onslaught  against  the  auto  unions 
requires  united  class  struggle.  Like  the 
UAW  tops’  betrayal  at  Caterpillar,  the 
Lordstown  settlements  pose  the  need  to 
oust  the  gang  in  Sacrifice  House  in  the 
interests  of  elementary  defense  of  auto 
workers  throughout  North  America.  ■ 


already  been  signed."  They  thereupon 
formed  the  “July  20  Movement,"  and  the 
next  day  called  a walkout  which  shut 
down  the  plant. 

SITAVW  militants  of  the  July  20 
Movement  told  Workers  Vanguard  that 
the  Bueno  leadership  had  misrepresented 
the  contract,  hiding  its  new  work  rules, 
attacks  on  the  seniority  system,  elimina- 


tion of  job  classifications,  and  union  jobs 
being  handed  over  to  non-union  employ- 
ees. It  would  radically  change  labor  rela- 
tions in  the  plant,  adopting  a Japanese- 
style  production  “team”  system  leading 
to  speedup  and  loss  of  jobs.  At  the  end 
of  July  the  company  fired  Valencia  and 
13  other  insurgent  leaders  for  leading 
the  wildcat.  That  same  day  Bueno 
declared  the  dissidents  expelled  from  the 
union.  But  the  strike  remained  solid. 

On  Saturday,  August  15,  some  10,000 
VW  workers  mobilized  by  the  July  20 
Movement  gathered  in  front  of  the 
Cuauhtemoc  Stadium  in  Puebla  to  hold 
a referendum  on  the  SITAVW  leadership. 
From  the  podium  the  insurgents  empha- 
sized that  they  stood  for  democracy  and 
autonomy  for  the  union.  The  speeches 
stressed  the  legality  of  their  movement 
and  the  approval  they  claimed  to  have 
from  the  Labor  Ministry  to  hold  the 
assembly.  An  overwhelming  majority  of 
those  present  cast  votes  to  unseat  Gaspar 
Bueno  and  the  executive  board.  But  at 
that  very  moment.  Bueno  and  his  board 
were  in  the  capital  negotiating  a deal 
with  federal  labor  minister  Arsenio 
Farrell  to  dissolve  the  SITAVW!  On 
Monday,  VW  fired  all  14,000  striking 
workers. 

After  five  weeks  out  of  work,  the 
majority  of  the  Volkswagen  workforce 
buckled  under  the  combined  force  of  the 
company,  their  kept  union  bureaucrats 
and  the  capitalist  government,  and  went 
back  to  work  under  the  new  “contract” 
(whose  terms  they  were  not  informed 
of)-  When  the  plant  reopened  on  August 
20,  a few  hundred  union  militants  who 
gathered  at  a gas  station  a kilometer 
down  the  road  to  demonstrate  were  met 
with  police  and  attack  dogs.  The  workers 
were  beaten,  eleven  arrested  and  at  least 
six  rushed  to  the  hospital  severely  bitten. 

The  dissident  group  is  calling  for 
"moral  support"  from  international 
union  organizations,  saying  it  intends  to 
inform  VW  workers  in  Germany  of  "the 
abuses  the  company  has  committed 
against  their  Mexican  counterparts."  It 


UAW  Tops  Knife  Mexican  Auto  Workers 
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Summer  1987:  workers  at  Mexico's  giant  Volkswagen  plant  win  hard-fought 
strike. 
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also  sought  to  obtain  a judicial  amparo 
(restraining  order)  to  prevent  imposition 
of  the  new  contract  and  union  statutes. 
But  while  the  July  20  Movement  vainly 
looked  to  pro-capitalist  union  bureauc- 
racies elsewhere  and  to  the  capitalist 
government  in  Mexico,  the  company's 
man.  Gaspar  Bueno,  had  the  full  support 
of  all  the  other  flunkeys.  The  charro  (lit- 
erally, cowboy)  bureaucracy  of  the  pro- 
government telephone  workers  union 
"advised”  Bueno  during  the  negotia- 
tions, and  will  now  incorporate  the 
purged  SITAVW  in  its  union  grouping. 

There  were  two  sharply  counterposed 
sides  in  the  Volkswagen  struggle.  The 
leaders  of  the  wildcat  strike  were  fight- 
ing against  a mortal  threat  to  their  union 
and  their  jobs.  The  official  SITAVW 
leadership  acted  as  the  enforcers  of  labor 
peace  for  the  bourgeoisie,  even  agreeing 
to  the  destruction  of  the  union  (and  its 
reincarnation  in  a straitjacketed  form)  in 
order  to  prepare  for  heightened  exploi- 
tation of  the  workers  under  the  Free 
Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA).  What  did 
not  emerge  in  the  course  of  the  struggle 
was  a clear  program  to  win.  Once  they 
were  locked  out,  the  dissident  unionists 
relied  totally  on  discussions  with  the 
Labor  Ministry.  They  did  not  appeal  for 
class-struggle  solidarity  action  from  the 
rest  of  the  workers  movement,  in  Mexico 
or  internationally. 

A victory  could  have  been  won  in  this 
strike  with  real  international  labor  sup- 
port. In  the  1987  Puebla  strike,  when 
VW  tried  to  put  on  an  extra  shift  at  the 
Kassel  plant  to  replace  parts  not  being 
made  in  Mexico,  the  German  metal 
workers  refused  to  work  the  shift.  This 
was  a key  element  in  the  victory  of  that 
strike  (see  “Mexican  Auto  Workers  Play 
Hardball,”  WV  No.  435,  4 September 
1987).  In  the  current  strike.  President 
Salinas  made  insinuations  about  “foreign 
interference."  Yet  the  bitter  reality  is  that 
there  was  no  international  solidarity. 

This  time  around,  the  plant  council  at 
the  VW  main  plant  in  Wolfsburg,  Ger- 
many didn't  lift  a finger  to  aid  the 
Mexican  strikers.  Repeating  company 
propaganda  about  workers  being  pre- 
vented by  violence  from  going  to  their 
jobs,  claiming  that  “intra-union  con- 
flicts" made  the  situation  “obscure." 
grotesquely  accepting  the  management 
argument  that  VW  workers  in  Puebla 
(who  make  $15  a day)  already  earned 
more  than  workers  in  competing  plants, 
a union  spokesman  shamefully  declared: 
"Can  we  accept  that  because  of  a strike 
in  Mexico  we  have  to  go  on  short  time?" 
( taz  (Berlin],  11  August)!  And  while  the 
American  UAW  had  aided  charro  unions 
striking  U.S. -owned  auto  parts  plants 
last  January,  out  of  bureaucratic  solidar- 
ity it  wouldn’t  touch  the  insurgent  VW 
strikers. 

Forge  a Class-Struggle 
Leadership! 

Yet  despite  the  labor  fakers'  treachery, 
defeat  in  this  key  battle  was  not  fore- 
ordained. The  Volkswagen  workers  were 
not  alone  in  fighting  against  assaults  on 
their  living  standards.  For  six  weeks 
during  July-August,  tens  of  thousands  of 
textile  workers  in  more  than  300  plants 
throughout  Mexico  were  on  strike. 
Although  led  by  unions  of  the  pro- 
government  Congress  of  Labor  (CT), 
this  strike,  also,  was  considered  “non- 
existent” by  the  federal  Labor  Depart- 
ment. For  a month  and  a half,  the  Zocalo, 
Mexico  City’s  main  square,  was  occu- 
pied by  an  encampment  of  fired  oil 
workers,  peasants  and  street  vendors 
demanding  that  the  federal  government 
come  to  their  aid.  They  were  later  joined 
by  students  from  the  northern  slate  of 
Sonora  protesting  tuition  hikes. 

And  at  the  height  of  the  VW  strike, 
on  August  18.  there  was  a sharp  clash 
with  the  police  as  several  thousand 
marchers  of  the  Proletarian  Independent 
Movement  (MPI),  based  on  Mexico  City 
bus  drivers,  attempted  to  reach  Salinas' 
presidential  residence  of  Los  Pinos.  This 
unleashed  a storm  of  hysteria  from  the 
PRI.  other  bourgeois  parties  and  the 
media  who  thundered  against  "provoca- 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


NYC:  Another  Racist  Killer  Cop  Walks 

Police  Occupation  of  Washington  Heights 


Once  again,  the  NYPD  gets  away  with 
murder.  On  September  10,  District 
Attorney  Robert  Morgenthau  announced 
that  no  indictments  would  be  made 
against  the  cops  who  killed  Jos£ 
"Kiko’’  Garcia  and  Dagoberto  Pichardo. 
The  Dominican  community  in  Washing- 
ton Heights  is  outraged  by  the  verdict 
and  literally  under  a state  of  siege  by 
the  police.  The  New  York  Times  reported 
that  in  preparation  for  the  D.A.’s  an- 
nouncement, some  five  thousand  cops 
were  moved  in  to  "saturate”  this  single 
neighborhood.  (By  comparison,  the  bour- 
geoisie employs  some  8,000  LAPD  thugs 
to  terrorize  the  entire  population  of  Los 
Angeles!) 

In  the  face  of  the  massive  police  pres- 
ence, 150  demonstrators  took  to  the 
streets  on  September  10,  chanting,  “Pre- 
cinct 34,  a nest  of  racists!"  and  "Si  no 
hay  justicia,  hahra  candela"  (If  there's 
no  justice,  there  will  be  fire).  Spartacist 
placards  reading  “For  Labor/Black/ 
Latino  Defense  Against  Racist  Cop  Ter- 
ror!" and  “New  World  Order:  War  on 
Blacks,  Latinos  and  Labor"  were  eagerly 
taken  up  by  protesters.  The  murderous 
repression  in  Washington  Heights,  like 
the  military  occupation  of  L.A.  follow- 
ing the  racist  acquittal  of  the  cops  in  the 
Rodney  King  case,  is  emblematic  of 
American  capitalism's  increasing  use  of 
terror  to  maintain  its  "order." 

The  Dinkins  administration  feared  a 
repetition  of  the  three  days  of  rioting 
which  followed  the  July  3 execution  of 
Kiko  Garda  by  killer  cop  Michael 
O’Keefe  of  the  NYPD’s  notorious  34th 
Precinct.  After  the  grand  jury  made  its 
decision,  city  officials  delayed  the  an- 
nouncement for  a week  until  the  cops’ 
plans  were  ready  and  rainy  weather  set 
in.  They  even  denied  a decision  had  been 
made  after  the  Post  leaked  the  story! 

Grotesquely,  the  blighted,  impover- 
ished neighborhood  was  remodeled — for 
the  police!  Gaping  potholes  were  filled 
to  expedite  speeding  police  cruisers. 
Streetlights  that  had  been  broken  for 
years  were  repaired  to  enhance  night 
vision  for  foot  patrols.  Garbage  cans 
were  hauled  from  the  streets  so  that 
would-be  rioters  could  not  "do  the  right 
thing."  And  with  record-level  unemploy- 
ment of  minority  youth,  the  city  placed 
1,000  Dominican  teens  in  jobs  to  get 
them  off  the  streets. 

In  the  meantime,  the  city’s  "Human 
Rights"  Commission  spent  the  summer 
preaching  faith  in  the  bourgeois  “justice” 
system  and  the  D.A.’s  secret  grand  jury. 
A coalition  of  57  elected  officials,  relig- 
ious figures  and  community  "leaders," 
including  Dominican  City  Councilman 
Guillermo  Linares,  mobilized  on  behalf 
of  "lawfulness,"  declaring,  “The  com- 


munity cannot  tolerate  the  recurrence  of 
violence  or  destruction  of  property."  FBI 
fink  and  Senatorial  hopeful  Al  Sharpton 
walked  the  streets  telling  people  to  “stay 
calm";  angry  residents  threw  eggs  at 
him. 

The  media  worked  overtime  for  the 
D.A.’s  office.  The  outrageous  news  of 
the  grand  jury’s  failure  to  indict  the  killer 
cop  was  buried  under  mountains  of  racist 
crap.  Story  after  story  portrayed  Garcia’s 
family  and  the  whole  Dominican  com- 


munity as  drug  dealers.  The  New  York 
Times'  demented  reactionary  A.M. 
Rosenthal  summarized  the  racist  outlook 
of  the  ruling  class:  "A  convicted  drug 
peddler  is  shot  by  a cop  in  the  worst 
drug  building  on  the  worst  drug  street 
in  the  worst  drug  neighborhood  in  New 
York  and  other  drug  crooks  help  the 
neighborhood  go  up  in  flames." 

Cops  killing  with  impunity  in  Wash- 
ington Heights  is  the  routine  workings  of 
capitalist  "justice."  El  Diario/La  Prensa 
wrote  in  a front-page  article  titled  "The 
Police  Never  Lose": 

"Someone  killed  ‘Kiko’  Garcia,  and 
Dagoberto  Pichardo,  and  Federico  Per- 
eira. and  Juan  Rodriguez,  and  Luis 
Liranzo,  and  David  Cotto....  Someone 
who  is  the  friend  of  the  judges,  of  the 
D A s.  of  the  politicians,  of  the  cops,  and 
of  the  factory  owners  and  of  the  rich.  .. 
Someone  who  is  no  friend  of  the  His- 
panics.  of  the  blacks,  of  women,  of  our 
children...." 

Charges  of  false  arrests,  arbitrary  search 
and  seizure,  drug-dealing  and  brutality 
by  the  police  of  the  34th  Precinct  are  so 
widespread  that  the  NYPD’s  own  Inter- 
nal Affairs  Department  investigated  the 
precinct  three  times  since  1989.  The  only 
action  taken  was,  finally,  the  transfer  of 
the  precinct  commander  for  failing  to 
“control  his  officers.”  Garcia’s  murderer. 


O’Keefe,  is  well  known  in  the  commu- 
nity for  his  passion  for  shakedowns  and 
long  record  of  false  arrests. 

These  thugs  act  as  a law  unto  them- 
selves. Incensed  that  O’Keefe  was  even 
under  investigation,  nightriders  in  blue 
uniforms  desecrated  a shrine  to  Kiko.  At 
4 a.m.,  cops  from  the  34th  Precinct  piled 
out  of  their  patrol  cars,  sealed  the  street 
and  spray  painted  over  the  mural  (while 
a brave  resident  hid  and  videotaped 
them).  Cops  threatened  to  strike  if 


O’Keefe  was  indicted.  They  were  so  bold 
as  to  heckle  the  mayor  when  he  appeared 
at  the  34th  on  the  day  of  the  D.A.’s  an- 
nouncement to  congratulate  them  as  “the 
best  police  force  in  the  world.”  Dinkins 
lost  his  cool  and  holly  defended  himself 
from  the  charge  of  being  “anti-cop”: 

"If  I am  so  anti-cop. . .explain  to  me  why 
it  is  I stood  up  when  people  came  to 
me  and  said,  'Dave,  you're  taking  milk 
from  little  babies.  We  got  homeless. . and 
you're  giving  the  money  to  the  cops.  You 
don’t  have  to  cut.  Take  it  from  the  cops.' 
And  I didn't!" 

— Daily  News,  1 1 September 
Black  social  democrat  Dinkins  pre- 
sides over  the  cop  terror  on  behalf  of 
a ruling  class  which  denies  the  most 
basic  social  necessities  to  impoverished 
minorities  and  immigrants  who  are  the 
majority  of  the  population  here.  On  top 
of  cop  terror,  residents  of  the  ghettos 
and  barrios  are  plagued  by  miserable 
wages,  massive  unemployment,  rotten 
schools,  scarce-to-nonexistent  medical 
facilities  and  rampant  discrimination. 
The  Washington  Heights  explosion  was 
the  first  time  the  city  has  taken  notice 
of  the  half  million  Dominican  immi- 
grants in  NYC.  But  the  events  showed 
the  class  contradictions  within  the  com- 
munity: conservative  bodega  owners 
worried  that  their  businesses  would  go 


up  in  flames  over  the  death  of  a poor 
man,  allegedly  a drug  dealer,  while 
Linares  and  other  “leaders"  are  securing 
their  spots  in  the  Democratic  Party 
machine. 

Meanwhile,  many  leftists  have  bought 
into  Bush’s  “war  on  drugs"  rhetoric.  The 
Dominican  Communist  Party  is  part  of 
a leftist  coalition,  the  "Unidad  Revolu- 
cionaria  Caamanista,”  which  denounces 
the  Balaguer  government  of  the  Domini- 
can Republic  as  a "drug  power,"  and 


calls  to  clean  up  capitalism  with  a "dig- 
nified and  honest  executive  power"!  But 
Balaguer  is  first  of  all  a lackey  of  U.S. 
imperialism,  like  his  former  boss,  the 
dictator  Trujillo,  owing  his  position  to 
the  American  troops  who  invaded  Santo 
Domingo  in  1965.  Washington  ousted 
Panamanian  strongman  Manuel  Noriega 
in  the  name  of  the  "war  on  drugs,"  leav- 
ing mass  graves  around  Panama  City.  Is 
this  what  the  PCD  and  URC  want  for 
the  Dominican  Republic? 

What’s  needed  is  a perspective  of 
international  class  struggle  for  workers 
to  take  power,  from  Santo  Domingo  to 
New  York.  The  Spartacist  League  calls 
for  full  citizenship  rights  for  immigrant 
workers  and  their  families  and  no  illu- 
sions in  reforming  the  capitalist  cops 
and  courts.  In  the  face  of  the  massive 
police  occupation,  we  say:  “Cops  Out  of 
the  Barrio!"  Unlike  the  "Workers  World" 
reformists,  who  rushed  to  Washington 
Heights  to  shore  up  people’s  belief  in 
the  system,  calling  for  “community  con- 
trol" of  the  racist  killer  cops,  we  call  for 
mobilizing  the  powerful  labor  movement 
in  this  city  in  defense  of  the  immigrant 
communities.  We’re  working  to  build  a 
Bolshevik-Leninist  party  to  lead  the 
socialist  revolution  that  will  pul  an  end 
to  racist  cop  terror  once  and  for  all.  ■ 


Angry  protesters 
march  through 
Washington  Heights 
on  September  10 
after  NYPD  killer  of 
Jose  Garcia  walks. 
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tion”  by  the  workers.  The  staid  Excelsior 
(21  August)  ran  front-page  articles  de- 
nouncing the  "Transition  to  Chaos"  and 
warning  of  the  "eruption  of  radicalisms" 
which  could  “lead  to  fascism."  Worries 
were  voiced  about  the  August  29  dem- 
onstration called  by  former  presidential 
candidate  Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas  and  his 
Revolutionary  Democratic  Party  (PRD), 
which  brought  out  50,000. 

But  the  cardenistas  were  well  be- 
haved, the  MPI  made  a deal  with  the 
"regent"  (mayor)  of  the  Federal  District, 
Manuel  Camacho  Solis  (who  also  bro- 
kered a deal  between  the  fired  oil  work- 
ers and  the  PEMEX  state  oil  company). 
The  PRI  regime  managed  to  weather  the 
upsurge  of  unrest  thanks  above  all  to  the 
absence  of  a revolutionary  leadership  to 
unite  the  multitude  of  struggles  in  a com- 
mon class  offensive  against  the  govern- 
ment of  capital.  In  the  wake  has  come  a 
new  crackdown.  A few  days  later  several 


PRD  militants  were  shot  down  in  the 
state  of  Michoacdn,  where  they  were 
protesting  election  fraud.  And  now 
right-wingers  are  demanding  regulations 
limiting  protests  in  the  capital  (the  gov- 
ernment claims  there  were  8,000  last 
year!)  and  a revision  of  the  federal  labor 
law. 

Under  NAFTA,  the  Mexican  bour- 
geoisie is  trying  desperately  to  make  its 
way  into  the  “first  world”  by  squeezing 
the  working  class  ever  harder  and  tying 
itself  ever  closer  to  its  yanqui  imperialist 
masters.  Already  "enjoying"  some  of  the 
lowest  industrial  wages  in  the  world,  the 
Mexican  capitalists  and  their  govern- 
ment are  determined  to  enforce  labor 
peace  with  a whip  in  order  to  attract 
foreign  investment.  Meanwhile,  state- 
owned  companies — airlines,  telephone, 
steel,  mines — are  being  sold  off  at  bar- 
gain basement  prices.  Tens  of  thousands 
of  jobs  are  being  eliminated  in  the  name 


of  “modernization”  and  “productivity,” 
while  hunger  and  disease  multiply. 

What  the  VW  strike  dramatically 
showed  was  the  bankruptcy  of  the  pro- 
gram of  trade-union  "autonomy."  As 
Leon  Trotsky  wrote  in  1940,  "the  inde- 
pendence of  the  trade  unions  in  the  class 
sense,  in  their  relations  to  the  bourgeois 
state,  can,  in  the  present  conditions,  be 
assured  only  by  a completely  revolution- 
ary leadership,  that  is,  the  leadership  of 
the  Fourth  International."  The  "inde- 
pendent" unions,  with  their  program  of 
autonomous  syndicalism,  have  proved 
unable  to  stand  up  to  concerted  govern- 
ment union-busting,  from  the  liquidation 
of  Aeromexico  in  1988  to  Volkswagen 
today.  Politically,  they  demonstrated  that 
they  had  not  broken  with  bourgeois  pop- 
ulism by  collapsing  into  the  1988  elec- 
tion campaign  of  former  PRI  leader 
Cdrdenas.  The  cardenista  popular  front 
derailed  class  struggle  in  Mexico  so  that 


Salinas  has  been  able  to  complete  nego- 
tiations for  the  “free  trade"  agreement 
with  no  real  opposition  from  the  Mexi- 
can workers. 

The  various  petty-bourgeois  leftist 
groups  who  push  one  or  another  variant 
of  popular-frontism  were  conspicuously 
absent  from  the  Volkswagen  strike.  They 
have  understood  for  years  that  part  of 
the  tacit  deal  with  the  PRI/government 
is  that  they  are  tolerated  so  long  as  they 
stay  away  from  the  organized  working 
class,  and  particularly  its  key  sectors. 
The  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico  is 
seeking  to  cohere  a nucleus  of  a pro- 
letarian vanguard  party  based  on  a 
revolutionary  internationalist  program 
that  can  unite  the  powerful  and  class- 
conscious Mexican  working  class  with 
its  class  brothers  and  sisters  beyond  the 
borders.  For  the  construction  of  a Mex- 
ican Trotskyist  party,  in  the  struggle  to 
reforge  the  Fourth  International!  ■ 
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Migrant  workers  in  devastated  Florida  City  scramble  for  food  aid. 


Hurricane... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

of  cholera.  (The  government's  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta  pooh- 
poohed  this  warning.)  Organized  groups 
of  volunteer  doctors  were  screaming  for 
MASH  units.  The  inept  response  was 
consistent  with  government  handling  of 
the  1989  Bay  Area  earthquake  and  Hur- 
ricane Hugo.  Logistics  and  distribution 
were  so  bad  that  huge  mountains  of 
donated  clothing  rotted  in  the  rain  and 
were  burned. 

After  all.  the  government  and  the  pol- 
iticians are  the  front  men  for  America’s 
ruling  class,  and  their  interests  were  not 
at  risk  here.  Indeed  they  saw  another 
opportunity  to  line  their  pockets. 

A 1926  hurricane  wiped  out  Miami 
Beach  and  Miami.  Hurricane  Andrew, 
however,  devastated  the  poorer  residents 
of  the  county  and  spared  the  condomin- 
iums. banks  and  hotels.  The  exiled 
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Under  Code  of  Hammurabi,  man- 
kind’s first  legal  code,  those  who 
killed  through  shoddy  construction 
were  guilty  of  murder. 

Cuban  bourgeoisie  in  Coral  Gables  was 
hardly  touched.  The  chichi  life  goes  on 
in  South  Beach.  For  the  beautiful  peo- 
ple. Homestead  and  Florida  City  were 
through-points  on  the  way  to  the  Keys. 
The  future,  however,  is  especially  bleak 
for  the  black,  Haitian  and  non-Cuban 
Latino  population  who  went  virtually 
unmentioned  in  the  initial  media  blitz. 
Liberty  City  is  seething  as  the  retrial 
starts  up  of  the  racist  cop  who  shot  and 
killed  a black  motorcyclist  in  1989. 

Homestead  is  working-class;  the  aver- 
age income  per  household  is  $20,000. 
Its  population  is  23  percent  black  and 
20  percent  foreign-born.  Many  are  from 
Nicaragua,  El  Salvador  and  Mexico,  it 


is  home  to  former  Eastern  Airlines  work- 
ers. Many  have  refused  to  abandon  dam- 
aged homes  and  move  into  one  of  the 
tent  cities  set  up  by  the  military.  In  one 
instance  two  tenants  prevented  their 
landlord  at  gunpoint  from  bulldozing 
their  still-livable  cottage.  (Landlords  are 
charging  exorbitant  rents  as  the  market 
is  swollen  by  the  new  homeless.) 

Bush  moved  as  mounting  condemna- 
tion of  governmental  inaction  eroded  his 
remaining  popularity  nine  weeks  before 
the  election.  Florida  has  25  electoral 
votes  he  needs.  His  two  choreographed 
"I  care”  visits  were  viewed  with  con- 
tempt. Said  one  survivor.  "He  didn't  care 
about  low-income  people  to  begin  with, 
so  why  start  now?"  (New  York  Times. 
2 September).  Moreover  the  visits  dis- 
rupted relief  efforts  as  clogged  streets 
were  blocked  off  for  security  reasons.  In 
a cynical  election  year  display  of  "crisis 
management."  he  has  said  the  federal 
government  will  pay  100  percent  of  all 
eligible  disaster  costs  and  that  the  oblit- 
erated Homestead  AFB  would  be  com- 
pletely rebuilt. 

This  is  not  just  pork-barrel  politics. 
This  South  Atlantic  base  had  F-4  and 
F-16  fighter  jets  and  would  be  a key 
staging  area  for  imperialist  military 
action  against  Cuba.  (A  training  camp 
for  gusano  invaders  was  set  up  at  Home- 
stead to  prepare  for  the  Bay  of  Pigs.) 
As  Vice  President  Quayle  remarked. 
"The  Homestead  Air  Force  Base  is  crit- 
ical to  us.  When  you  look  at  Latin 
America,  look  at  Cuba."  Republicans 
are  also  touting  it  as  a key  base  for 
the  “war  on  drugs."  Democratic  candi- 
date Bill  Clinton  tried  to  exploit  this 
tragedy  as  well.  His  campaign  slashed 
at  Bush  for  being  "more  skilled  at 
addressing  foreign  crises  than  domes- 
tic." Clinton,  who  enthusiastically 
backed  the  Persian  Gulf  “Desert  Slaugh- 
ter.” also  vows  to  bring  counterrevolu- 
tion to  Castro’s  Cuba. 

Well  over  60.000  homes  were  de- 
stroyed or  suffered  major  damage  due  to 
Andrew.  This  is  the  result  of  fraud  and 
shoddy  construction.  Hurricane  straps 
used  to  secure  the  roof  to  the  frame  were 
not  used  or  not  nailed  down  properly. 
The  Florida  Building  Code  is  the  most 
stringent  in  the  country,  but  only  honored 
in  the  breach.  Carl  Hiaassen  (Miami- 
based  author  of  Double  Whammy  and 
Skin  Tight)  pointed  out  that  “newer  sub- 
divisions exploded  into  match  sticks.  .. 
The  people  who  should  have  been 
listening  were  too  busy  counting  cam- 
paign contributions  from  big  developers" 
(Miami  Herald , 27  August).  Homes  near- 
by, built  to  code  by  the  non-profit  Habitat 
for  Humanity,  were  substantially  intact. 

Now  real  estate  speculators  and 
local  governments  see  an  opportunity 
to  rid  the  community  of  "unsightly" 
dwellings.  A spokesman  for  the  Flor- 
ida Homebuilders  Association  said  a 
"whole  class  of  people”  will  be  priced 
"right  out  of  the  market”  (Los  Angeles 


Times . 2 September). 

The  rich  agricultural  lands  of  south 
Dade  have  been  ravaged.  For  now  the 
plant  nurseries,  lime  groves  and  avocado 
fields  are  gone.  These  lands  were  worked 
by  migrant  labor,  mainly  Mexican  and 
Haitian.  The  labor  camps,  which  were 
spartan  to  begin  with,  were  virtually 
eradicated.  They  were  at  the  very  end 
of  the  "relief  line."  Workers  report 
that  ambulances  pulled  up.  surveyed 
the  wreckage  and  sped  away.  To  top 
off  the  racist  treatment,  the  camps  were 
visited  by  the  INS  immigration  cops, 
ostensibly  to  distribute  food.  Many 
workers  fled.  The  Everglades  camp  had 
almost  4.000  workers;  now  there  are 
only  a few  dozen.  In  these  camps  work- 
ers claim  to  have  seen  storm  victims 
placed  in  plastic  bags  and  removed  with- 
out their  names  ever  appearing  on  any 
list.  Clearly,  foreign-born  workers  with- 
out citizenship  rights  are  not  about  to 
seek  aid  from  government  agencies  for 
fear  of  retribution. 

The  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  (FEMA),  created  in  1979  by 
President  Carter,  is  charged  with  over- 
seeing disaster  relief.  FEMA  grants 
for  uninsured  households  are  a paltry 
$11,500.  Many  victims  of  the  1989  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  earthquake  and  Hur- 
ricane Hugo  have  still  not  been  declared 
"eligible"  for  money  due  them.  In  south 
Florida  it  is  not  uncommon  for  people 
to  stand  in  a FEMA  line  for  seven  hours 
only  to  get  an  appointment  a month  away 
to  fill  out  paperwork!  Democrats  have 
attacked  FEMA  as  a "political  dumping 
ground"  for  Bush  loyalists.  But  this  does 
not  begin  to  explain  the  bungling. 

Reagan  transformed  FEMA  into  an 
apparatus  to  put  down  urban  insurrec- 
tion. A top-secret  master  plan,  Rex  84. 
called  for  the  detention  of  up  to  100,000 
political  dissidents  and  immigrants  in 
several  concentration  camps  in  the  event 
of  “social  unrest.”  FEMA  has  authoriza- 
tion for  contingency  plans  that  suspend 


the  Bill  of  Rights,  allow  for  the  seizure 
of  personal  property,  freeze  wages  and 
outlaw  strikes.  Implementation  would 
be  by  an  anonymous  shadow  govern- 
ment. During  the  Iran/Contra  hearings 
there  was  bipartisan  agreement  that 
Oliver  North  would  not  be  questioned 
about  his  role  in  plans  for  a secret 
government.  FEMA  is  part  of  the  capi- 
talist state's  apparatus  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  population.  Assisting  victims 
of  natural  disaster  is  decidedly  not  a 
priority. 

The  survivors  of  Hurricane  Andrew 
are  being  gouged  by  the  "magic  of  the 
marketplace."  as  Ronald  Reagan  used  to 
call  it.  and  shafted  by  a capitalist  gov- 
ernment that  doesn’t  give  a damn  about 
the  poor,  minority  and  working  people. 
But  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  that  way.  Bush 
crows  over  the  "death  of  Communism." 
but  even  the  lead-ass  Kremlin  bureauc- 
racy did  a far  better  job  of  dealing  with 
major  disaster  than  the  Beltway  crowd. 
In  April  of  1986  the  Soviet  Union  expe- 
rienced a near  meltdown  at  the  Cher- 
nobyl nuclear  plant  near  Kiev  in  the 
Ukraine.  Confronted  with  a major  tech- 
nical problem — putting  out  a graphite 
fire  that  was  spewing  massive  amounts 
of  deadly  radiation — with  concentrated 
action,  innovation  and  heroism,  the  Sovi- 
ets came  up  with  a solution:  dumping 
wet  sand  on  it  from  helicopters.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  people  were  evacuated  to 
other  areas  of  the  country,  and  provided 
with  housing  and  jobs. 

In  the  case  of  Hurricane  Andrew,  the 
government  was  tracking  the  tropical 
storm  for  two  weeks  as  it  moved  from 
Africa  to  the  Atlantic  through  the  Car- 
ibbean. It  was  known  for  days  to  be  head- 
ing for  south  Florida  with  its  four  million 
inhabitants.  There  was  plenty  of  lead 
time  to  marshal  resources.  Yet  the  capi- 
talist government's  response  was  ...to 
send  in  the  National  Guard  and  army  to 
protect  the  bosses'  property.  They  know 
what  their  “priorities”  are  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Tony  Falhergill 

PITTSBURGH  LABOR  DAY — Transit  workers  march  bound  and  gagged 
to  protest  court  rulings  eliminating  their  right  to  strike  and  placing  gag  order 
on  contract  talks.  Union  tops  say  to  beg  the  legislature,  but  solid  strike  action 
can  smash  the  bosses'  anti-labor  laws! 


Latino 

Strikers... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

representative  of  the  Sheriff’s  Depart- 
ment met  with  prominent  builders  to  dis- 
cuss a "special  enforcement  team"  to 
deal  with  the  strikers,  who  had  been  tak- 
ing care  of  business  at  scab  construction 
sites.  When  the  strikers  arrived  at  the 
jail,  migra  agents  were  already  waiting 
to  grill  them,  without  an  attorney  pres- 
ent. All  153  were  originally  charged  with 
“conspiracy  to  kidnap”!  The  Orange 
County  Register  has  since  revealed  that 
the  county  district  attorney  and  sheriff 
have  received  over  $100,000  in  contri- 
butions from  local  developers  in  the  last 
few  years;  obviously  money  well  spent. 

Three  weeks  after  the  Orange  County 
arrests,  the  dry  wall  workers  found  them- 
selves up  against  the  racist,  labor-hating 
LAPD,  emboldened  after  the  outrageous 
acquittal  of  the  baton-wielding  torturers 
of  Rodney  King.  In  a vicious  rampage, 
the  cops  drove  nearly  100  strikers  off  a 
picket  line  and  herded  them  down  an 
entrance  ramp  onto  the  busy  Hollywood 
Freeway,  severely  beating  several  work- 
ers. It  is  incredibly  fortunate  that  no 
strikers  were  killed  as  they  were  forcibly 
“merged"  into  the  55  mph  traffic.  Then 
68  strikers  were  arrested  for  "disturbing 
the  peace"!  One  Latino  picket  was  gro- 
tesquely charged  with  “attempted  lynch- 
ing" because  he  allegedly  led  fellow 
strikers  in  chanting  "let  him  go"  after 
one  of  their  brothers  was  seized  by  the 
cops! 

Ironically,  prior  to  the  cop  attack,  the 
pickets  had  planned  to  join  a march  of 
the  Janitors  for  Justice  campaign  of  the 
Service  Employees  Local  399,  a largely 
immigrant  union  which  had  been  the  tar- 
get of  a cop  assault  at  Century  City  two 
years  ago.  The  68  drywallers  arrested  in 
July  have  been  sentenced  to  50  hours  of 


"community  servicc’^-including  pick- 
ing up  trash  in  a Hollywood  park  and 
putting  up  drywall  for  the  city!  Protest- 
ing the  arrests,  hundreds  of  strikers  and 
their  supporters  demonstrated  outside 
LAPD’s  Parker  Center  headquarters  on 
July  28,  demanding  the  charges  be 
dropped.  And  in  August,  over  150  strik- 
ers. joining  abortion  rights  demonstra- 
tors, rallied  against  President  Bush  when 
he  campaigned  in  Riverside.  As  Latino 
protestors  chanted  "Bush  go  home!" 
the  U.S.  president  was  hustled  out  the 
back  door. 

Labor;  Hands  Across 
the  Border! 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  multiracial 
eruption  of  outrage  following  the  Rod- 
ney King  verdicts,  a shaken  local  bour- 
geoisie has  targeted  the  increasingly 
combative  immigrant  labor  force  in  its 
plan  to  "Rebuild  L A."  as  a haven  for 
sweatshops  and  union-free  "enterprise 
zones."  With  the  final  closing  of  the  GM 
plant  in  Van  Nuys  last  month  and  the 
loss  of  tens  of  thousands  of  aerospace 
jobs,  the  union  misleaders  are  busy 
overseeing  the  gutting  of  the  industrial 
base  of  the  Southland. 

Workers  Vanguard  has  covered  the 
drywallers  strike,  and  spokesmen  for 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  have 
addressed  their  defense  rallies.  Recently 
the  drywallers'  battle  has  gained  national 
attention.  The  Carpenter  (July/August 
1992),  magazine  of  the  carpenters  union, 
labeled  the  strike  "the  cutting  edge  of 
unrest  in  the  nonunion  construction 
industry."  But  solidarity  is  more  than  a 
few  bucks  and  a telegram.  While  the 
labor  fakers  and  a gaggle  of  their  ref- 
ormist water  boys  wax  euphoric  about 
the  drywallers,  what  they  offer  to  the 
embattled  strikers  is  lip  service  rather 
than  the  urgently  needed  mass  union 
mobilization  that  can  win  the  strike.  The 
union  tops  counsel  patience  and  trust 
in  the  bosses’  courts,  while  selling  the 
lie  that  the  racist,  protectionist  Demo- 


cratic Party  will  defend  workers’  rights. 

Faced  with  a union-busting  drive 
based  on  the  1986  immigration  "reform" 
act  which  it  supported,  the  AFL-CIO 
set  up  a California  Immigrant  Work- 
ers Association  to  assist  applications 
for  legal  residency.  But  the  workers 
want  real  unions,  not  a dues  collection 
agency.  Meanwhile,  the  labor  bureauc- 
racy launches  jingoist  attacks  on  “illegal 
immigration"  and  “exporting  jobs."  The 
U.S.  capitalist  rulers  are  seeking  to  build 
a "Fortress  North  America"  based  on  the 
superexploitation  of  the  Mexican  prole- 
tariat and  the  crushing  of  unions  on  both 
sides  of  the  border.  The  drywallers  today 
are  getting  a taste  of  what  the  capitalists 
are  dishing  out  to  Mexican  workers  in 
the  free  trade  zone  maquiladora  plants. 
We  oppose  the  North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement  not  on  the  basis  of 


racist  protectionism  but  because  we  fight 
for  international  workers  solidarity. 

Latino  labor  is  a key  component  of 
Southern  California  industry  and  agri- 
culture. from  the  docks  to  the  fields.  As 
one  56-year-old  striker  poignantly  said, 
"So  many  homes  I have  built,  and  none 
of  them  are  mine."  Organized  labor  must 
come  to  the  aid  of  these  militants.  As 
the  Rodney  King  verdicts  and  the 
dry  wallers'  own  experience  shows,  there 
is  no  justice  in  the  capitalist  courts. 
Labor  must  stop  la  migra’s  union- 
busting  drive!  Stop  the  deportations — 
Full  citizenship  rights  for  foreign-born 
workers!  What’s  urgently  needed  is  to 
build  a class-struggle  leadership  that  can 
forge  a workers  party  with  the  revolu- 
tionary program  to  lead  common  class 
struggle  from  Mexico  City  to  Los 
Angeles  to  Toronto!  ■ 


Polish 

Workers... 

(continued  from  page  10) 

21  demands  of  the  OPZZ/Solidamosc  80 
bloc  is  protection  of  the  economy  from 
“outside  capital,"  thus  fueling  Polish 
nationalism. 

While  the  strike  negotiation  commit- 
tee called  for  national  strikes  by  other 
workers  to  support  the  copper  miners, 
the  OPZZ  clearly  wanted  to  avoid  a gen- 


eral strike,  which  it  deemed  “a  disaster 
for  Poland."  thus  showing  its  defeatist 
face  as  a pro-capitalist  force.  With  the 
government  willing  to  keep  the  mines 
closed,  the  strike  collapsed  in  late 
August.  The  miners  got  a one-time  pay- 
ment equivalent  to  around  $100.  no  wage 
increase  and  no  pay  for  the  period  on 
strike. 

The  FSM/Fiat  auto  workers  demanded 
an  increase  in  their  wages  to  10  per- 
cent of  the  price  of  the  Cinquecento  car 


they  produce.  Initially,  the  strike  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  the  Metal  Work- 
ers union  (ex-Stalinist-led).  Solidarnosc 
and  Solidarnosc  80.  However,  the  for- 
mer two  pulled  out.  leaving  the  strike 
leadership  in  the  hands  of  the  right- 
wing  nationalists.  The  Polish  working 
class  should  have  been  mobilized  to 
defend  the  FSM  strikers  against  the  man- 
agement’s move  to  replace  them  with 
scabs. 

For  Proletarian 
Internationalism! 

Workers  cannot  defend  their  living 
standards  in  the  framework  of  the 
bankrupt  Polish  state  seeking  to  restore 
capitalism  without  capital.  The  im- 
miseration  of  the  working  masses  by 
the  counterrevolutionary  Solidarnosc  re- 
gime has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the 
clericalist-led  drive  to  abolish  women’s 
right  to  abortion  and  with  violent  attacks 
on  Jews,  Roma  (Gypsies)  and  most 
recently  the  victims  of  AIDS.  In  July, 
the  Sejm  (Poland's  parliament)  gave  ini- 
tial approval  to  a bill  to  outlaw  all  abor- 
tions, with  jail  terms  of  two  years  for 
doctors  who  perform  them. 

Yet  some  of  the  same  reactionary 
forces  promoting  racist  pogroms — such 
as  Solidarnosc  80  and  the  KPN — are 
seeking  to  place  themselves  in  the  lead- 
ership of  workers’  struggle  against 
IMF-dictated  “austerity."  In  August  KPN 
fiihrer  Leszek  Moczulski  traveled  to  the 
Ukraine  to  participate  in  the  com- 
memoration of  the  UPA  (Ukrainian  Peo- 
ple's Insurgency),  the  anti-Soviet  fascist 
guerrillas  founded  in  World  War  II 
in  collusion  with  Hitler’s  Wehrmacht. 
Moczulski  and  his  ilk  are  a deadly  dan- 
ger to  the  working  people  of  Poland  and 
its  neighbors. 

However,  various  ostensible  leftists 
who  treacherously  supported  Solidar- 
nosc counterrevolution  in  1981  continue 
to  act  as  cheerleaders  for  Polish  clerical 
nationalism.  Thus  the  Dalej ! group  con- 


nected with  Ernest  Mandel's  United 
Secretariat  calls  for  an  anti-Communist 
witchhunt  to  “finish  off  the  nomen- 
klatura." and  supported  Solidarnosc  80 
members  in  the  October  1991  elec- 
tions! The  "socialists"  of  Dalej!  also 
stood  by  at  a July  21  miners’  rally  as 
the  Spartacists  were  being  physically 
harassed  by  fascislic  scum  ranting 
against  “Judeo-Communism." 

The  nascent  capitalist  state  of  Lech 
Walesa  is  fragile  and  can  be  shattered 
through  mass  workers  struggles.  In  the 
current  wave  of  strike  struggles,  the 
Spartakusowska  Grupa  Polski  empha- 
sizes the  need  for  a revolutionary  lead- 
ership with  a program  for  the  formation 
of  workers  councils  (soviets)  as  organs 
of  dual  power  and  the  basis  of  a new 
proletarian  state. 

We  oppose  all  forms  of  national  chau- 
vinism and  seek  to  link  the  struggles  of 
Polish  workers  especially  with  neighbor- 
ing workers  in  eastern  Germany,  who  are 


suffering  the  devastation  of  capitalist 
Anschluss . and  with  Soviet  workers  con- 
fronting Yeltsin’s  counterrevolutionary 
regime.  ■ 

f *\ 

Spartacist  League 
Public  Offices 

— MARXIST  LITERATURE— 

Bay  Area 

Thurs  5:30-8  00  p.m  , Sat  1 00-5  00  p.m. 

1634  Telegraph.  3rd  Floor  (near  17th  Street) 
Oakland.  California  Phone  (510)  839-0851 

Chicago 

Tues  : 5:00-9  00p  m , Sat.:  1 1 :00a  m.-2:00p.m. 

161  W Hamson  St..  10th  Floor 

Chicago.  Illinois  Phone  (312)  663-0715 

New  York  City 

Tues  6:30-9  00  p m , Sat.  1:00-5:00  p m 
41  Warren  Si  (one  block  below 
Chambers  St  near  Church  St.) 

New  York.  NY  Phone  (212)  267-1025 

\ / 


Latest  Solidarnosc  prime 
Hanna  Suchocka,  would-be  Polish 
“Iron  Lady"  Thatcher. 


Platforma  Sparlakusowcdw 

Warsaw,  15,000  march  on  May  Day  1992  denouncing  "shock  treatment”  dictated 
by  world  bankers'  cartel. 
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Labor  Must  Defend  the  Drywallers! 


ESJUStO 

LOOUE 


Barrera/L  A Times 


4,000  immigrant  construction  workers  in  Southern  California  are  battling  cop  and  migra  repression. 


Deportation  Trials  of 
Latino  Strikers 


LOS  ANGELES — For  more  than  four 
months,  over  4,000  drywall  construc- 
tion workers  in  Southern  California 
have  waged  a pitched  battle  for  union 
recognition.  The  courageous  strikers, 
overwhelmingly  Latino  and  mostly 
immigrants  from  Mexico,  have  shut 
down  construction  sites  from  Riverside 
south  to  San  Diego  with  militant  mass 
picket  lines.  Contractors  and  rent-a-cops 
have  pulled  guns  on  the  drywallers.  and 
the  politically  potent  builders  associa- 
tion has  marshaled  naked  state  repres- 


sion against  them.  Hundreds  have  been 
arrested  by  the  cops  and  subjected  to  the 
racist  courts  and  la  migra,  the  hated 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service. 
Already,  28  workers  have  been  forced 
into  “voluntary"  deportations. 

Another  25  strikers  still  face  depor- 
tation. and  nine  of  these  trials  are  to  be 


held  at  the  L.A.  Federal  Building  on 
September  23  and  24.  The  strength  and 
determination  shown  by  these  immigrant 
workers  must  serve  as  an  urgent  call  to 
the  integrated  labor  movement  of  South- 
ern California — from  the  heavily  Latino 
hotel  and  service  workers  of  L.A.  to  the 
powerful  International  Longshoremen's 


and  Warehousemen's  Union — to  mobilize 
now  to  stop  these  deportations  and  win  the 
strike!  Show  the  arrogant  INS  union- 
busters  the  power  of  labor  with  a mass 
turnout  at  the  trial!  An  injury  to  one 
is  an  injury  to  all!  Victory  to  the 
drywalerosl 

The  current  deportation  hearing  stems 
from  a well-orchestrated  mass  arrest  of 
153  strikers  on  July  2 in  Mission  Viejo. 
This,  the  largest  arrest  in  Orange  County 
history,  came  just  three  days  after  a 
continued  on  page  15 


Hurricane  Andrew  Relief— 
A Capitalist  Disaster 


Hurricane  Andrew  slammed  into  south 
Florida  just  before  5 a.m.  August  24. 
Average  winds  were  140  miles  per  hour; 
gusts  topped  200  mph  near  the  eye.  The 
National  Hurricane  Center  was  knocked 
out.  There  were  52  deaths  reported  in 
Florida,  Louisiana  and  the  Bahamas. 
Over  250,000  were  homeless  and  south 
Dade  County’s  entire  electrical  grid  and 
power  plants  were  destroyed.  The  sew- 
age treatment  system  was  demolished  as 
raw  sewage  was  pumped  into  lakes. 
Hardest  hit  were  Homestead,  the  tenth- 
poorest  city  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
migrant  labor  camps  in  the  citrus  fields. 

The  Bush  administration's  foot- 
dragging  response  to  the  devastation 
wrought  by  Hurricane  Andrew  has 
become  a campaign  issue  for  Democrat 
Clinton.  It  was  widely  commented  that 
the  Pentagon  could  get  desalination 
plants  to  Kuwait  in  48  hours  for  the  Gulf 
War,  but  a week  after  the  big  blow 
residents  of  south  Florida  were  still 
drinking  rain  water.  Of  course.  Demo- 
cratic governor  Lawton  Chiles  called  out 
3,000  National  Guard  troops. . .to  prevent 


"looting"  in  Miami  Beach  and  Coconut 
Grove.  One  paper  reported,  "Police  set 
up  perimeters  in  Liberty  City,”  obviously 
to  keep  the  black  residents  penned  in. 

If  the  hurricane  was  a “natural  disas- 
ter.” the  massive  suffering  in  its  wake  is 
a manmade  disaster,  the  product  of  a cap- 
italist economic  system  which  produces 
for  profit,  not  to  satisfy  human  needs. 
And  in  racist  America  it  is  the  poor  black 
and  Hispanic  minorities  who  get  the 
shaft.  Cheap  construction  that  skirted 
building  codes  meant  that  many  workers' 
homes  simply  collapsed,  while  trailer 
homes  were  crushed  like  tin  cans.  Relief 
went  first  to  better-off  areas,  and  last  of 
all  to  the  flattened  migrant  workers' 
camps  in  the  rural  areas.  And  with  build- 
ing costs  soaring,  even  insurance  money 
won’t  build  a new  house. 

After  days  of  waiting,  Kate  Hale,  the 
Dade  County  emergency  director,  com- 
plained to  the  media  that  relief  efforts 
were  a victim  of  "political  games.”  Water 
contaminated  with  feces  and  pesticides 
caused  authorities  to  warn  of  the  danger 
continued  on  page  14 


National  Guard  and  army  were  mobilized  to  defend  bosses’  property  as  poor 
went  without  water,  food,  shelter. 
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Euro-Chaos 

Currency  speculators  dump  lire,  pounds,  francs  as  European  Monetary  System  shatters. 


A single  European  currency  by  the  end 
of  the  century — an  economic  and  polit- 
ical union — a common  foreign  policy 
backed  up  by  an  independent  armed 
force — a new  European  superstate.  For 
months,  ever  since  the  West  European 
summit  in  the  Dutch  town  of  Maastricht 
last  December,  the  world  has  been  bom- 
barded by  this  kind  of  Euro-nonsense. 
But  now  it's  all  been  blown  sky-high. 
With  the  French  “yes,  but"  vote  on  the 
Maastricht  treaty  and  particularly  the 
spectacular  European  currency  crisis  in 
mid-September,  the  mirage  of  a united 


capitalist  Europe  has  evaporated. 

"Europe’s  plans  for  economic  union 
are  flying  apart  before  the  world’s  eyes," 
understated  the  Wall  Street  Journal.  In 
Sweden — staid,  square,  solid  Sweden — 
the  central  bank  was  charging  500  per- 
cent interest  to  its  member  banks  to  stop 
the  run  on  the  krona.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land lost  a quarter  of  its  total  foreign- 
exchange  reserves  in  one  day  in  its  hap- 
less effort  to  defend  the  pound,  while 
the  French  have  to  date  lost  half  their 
reserves  trying  to  hold  the  line  on  the 
franc.  The  British  chancellor  of  the  ex- 


chequer and  German  chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  exchanged  insults  that  in  former 
times  would  be  a prelude  to  a duel. 

By  the  time  the  Maastricht  treaty  was 
nearly  voted  down  (carrying  by  51  to 
49  percent)  in  the  French  referendum 
on  September  20.  European  monetary 
“unity”  had  already  been  destroyed  by 
the  German  Bundesbank  and  interna- 
tional financiers.  “Sunday’s  vote  will  be 
like  kicking  a dead  body."  commented 
a Swiss  banker  a few  days  before.  Mean- 
while, the  Germans  are  exalting  the 
"super”  deutschmark  as  if  it  were  an 


ancient  sacred  idol.  The  German  tabloid 
Bild-Zeitung  crows  “Oh  you  lovely 
mark."  along  with  displays  showing  how 
much  cheaper  are  Scotch  whisky.  Span- 
ish leather  jackets  and  vacations  in  Italy 
than  a few  weeks  ago. 

The  shattering  of  the  European  Mon- 
etary System  intersecting  the  near-defeat 
of  Maastricht  in  France  signifies  a sharp- 
ening of  interimperialist  tensions  within 
Europe.  We  are  beginning  to  see  the 
unraveling  of  the  European  Community 
(EC),  the  economic  glue  which  for  three 
continued  on  page  6 


Workers  Revolt  Against  Capitalist  Austerity 


Red  Hot  Autumn  in  Italy 


MILANO.  September  28 — From  Milano  in  the  north 
to  Palermo  in  Sicily,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers, 
pensioners  and  students  are  pouring  into  the  streets 
daily  in  the  largest  and  most  militant  strike  wave  to 
convulse  Italy  since  the  "hot  autumn"  of  1969.  A series 
of  regional  general  strikes  brought  100,000  into  the 
central  piazza  in  Florence  on  September  22,  150.000 
in  Milano  on  the  23rd,  tens  of  thousands  more  in  Naples 
and  Torino  on  the  24th  and  25th.  and  upwards  of 
200.000  pensioners  marched  in  Rome  on  the  26th.  For 
the  first  time  since  1980,  90  percent  of  the  workers  at 
Fiat  joined  the  strike.  And  these  were  not  bureaucrat- 
ically orchestrated  events  but  an  explosive  working- 
class  revolt,  directed  not  only  against  the  bosses  but 
also  against  their  own  sellout  leaders. 

Newspaper  headlines  and  conver- 
sations arc  filled  with  talk  of  " la 
rahhia" — the  rage  directed  at  the 
brutal  cutbacks  ordered  by  Prime 
Minister  Giuliano  Amato,  who  wants 
to  impose  sacrifices  of  “blood  and 
tears"  on  the  working  class.  Embold- 
ened by  the  collapse  of  Stalinist  rule 
in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  fracturing  of  the  once  hege- 
monic Italian  Communist  Party  (PCI). 

continued  on  page  9 


La  Repubbiica 

Angry  workers  battle  police  in  Torino  in  mass  eruption  against  new  capitalist  austerity  measures. 
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National  Lawyers  Guild 
Anti-Communist  Ban  on  RCP 


NLC  Does  Nol  Represent  (Communist  Party)  RCP 

foltou.1  it  Iht  pom  ion  ptarr  ol  Ik,  . ’ ' 

CuiU  Dtmontirolumi  ...  *yt,i  fnvifOBfncnUUal.  houiln.  _ 


2S  **«»".  W"  1 0*  N.Uon.,  U*y,r, 

C",M  Commit!,,  ^ 

'7-  mi'  Th*  Drmo^r.non,  Com- 
"**  of  the  San  Franoaro  Bay  Ate*  Chan#.  of  IS*  w. 
JkMuJ  Uw,«  Guild  will  oo  longer  provide  Irg.l  *e,y(«, 

lhI^S^V  .U!‘°,“ry,  Comn’unk‘'  p*rty  (RCFHmw  of 
ISor  blatant  homophobia  politics.  The  Demon*t„bo« 
CommiUee  through  H.  .Ulf  coordinate*,  will  nol  paovide 

oi  u*!*r*tn  ,o  ,K* Rcp  - « CZH 

for  RCP-, pon^  W.  wUJ  nol.  Now™ 

'»■ ||. ||||  III  I - 


•enuilon  for  group*  * 
lion  Rescue  who  acek 
n»nl  group!  and  wf 
genocide  oi  and/or  vk 
The  RCP'.  po 
b 1*1  *nily  condemn  l« 
Ihe  current  RCf  progr 


lilfl  IfalfHlHO 

sentinel 


4 June  1992 


Adapting  to  the  “Death  of  Communism"  line  In  their  rad-lib  milieu,  National 
Lawyers  Guild  refuses  to  defend  Maoists  of  RCP. 


The  rad-lib  National  Lawyers  Guild, 
that  weather  vane  of  middle-class  "pro- 
gressive" opinion,  has  decided  that  now 
the  “Death  of  Communism"  is  in,  it’s 
time  to  kick  reds  out.  At  its  August  1992 
national  convention,  the  NLG  upheld 
bans  by  their  San  Francisco  and  New 
York  City  chapters  on  defending  or  giv- 
ing legal  aid  to  the  Revolutionary  Com- 
munist Party  (RCP).  So  in  the  Big  Apple 
and  the  Bay  Area,  the  NLG  will  no 
longer  provide  legal  observers  or  law- 
yers for  RCP  events,  nor  will  it  defend 
RCPers  arrested  at  RCP-initiated  dem- 
onstrations. Behind  the  NLG’s  ban  is 
pure  and  simple  anti-communism.  At 
issue  is  the  right  of  an  ostensibly  Marxist 
party  to  exist  in  the  “New  World  Order.” 
It's  no  coincidence  the  NLG  ban 
comes  just  as  the  Maoist  RCP  has 
been  increasingly  targeted  for  repres- 
sion. Their  flag-burning  stunts  over  the 
Persian  Gulf  War  drew  not  only  media 
attention  but  arrests  and  a vicious  prison 


sentence  for  Cheryl  Lessin  (see  “Defend 
RCP  Flag  Fetishists!”  WV  No.  518,  18 
January  1991).  Following  the  explosion 
of  anger  in  Los  Angeles  over  the  acquit- 
tal of  the  racist  cops  who  beat  Rodney 
King  on  video  and  got  away  with  it,  L.A. 
authorities  singled  out  the  RCP  as  insti- 
gators of  the  "riots.”  And  the  RCP’s  sup- 
port for  the  Peruvian  Sendero  Luminoso 
(Shining  Path)  guerrillas  has  drawn  sin- 
ister attention.  The  U.S.  and  other  gov- 
ernments have  been  pressured  by  Peru- 
vian diplomats  to  "shut  down"  foreign 
supporters  of  the  group.  A major  piece 
on  Sendero  in  the  New  York  Times  Mag- 
azine (24  May)  included  photos  of  the 
RCP’s  Revolution  Books  and  insinuating 
quotes  from  “experts"  on  “terrorism.” 
The  ostensible  reason  for  the  Bay  Area 
NLG’s  original  1991  ban  was  the  RCP’s 
supposedly  “blatant  homophobic  poli- 
tics." This  is  a blatant  fig  leaf.  For  years, 
"Chairman  Bob”  Avakian’s  RCP  has  held 
the  classic  Stalinist  reactionary  position 


For  a Socialist  United  States 
of  Europe! 

The  outbreak  of  the  first  imperialist  war  in 
1914  signaled  that  the  forces  of  production 
had  outgrown  capitalist  property  relations 
and  the  nation-state  system.  In  revolutionary 
opposition  to  World  War  /,  Trotsky  raised 
the  slogan  of  a Socialist  United  States  of 
Europe,  and  this  was  later  incorporated  in 
the  program  of  the  Communist  International 
TROTSKY  in  Lenin's  day.  Stalin  later  abandoned  this 
perspective  in  favor  of  the  nationalist  utopia 
of  building  “ socialism  in  one  country."  Opposing  Stalinism,  in  1928  Trotsky  reaffirmed 
the  organic  unity  of  proletarian  revolution  in  Europe. 

A more  or  less  complete  economic  unification  of  Europe  accomplished  from  above 
through  an  agreement  between  capitalist  governments  is  a utopia.  Along  this  road 
matters  cannot  proceed  beyond  partial  compromises  and  half  measures.  But  this  alone, 
an  economic  unification  of  Europe,  such  as  would  entail  colossal  advantages  both  to 
the  producer  and  consumer  and  to  the  development  of  culture  in  general,  is  becoming 
a revolutionary  task  of  the  European  proletariat  in  its  struggle  against  imperialist 
protectionism  and  its  instrument — militarism1.... 

The  United  States  of  Europe  represents  first  of  all  a form — the  only  conceivable 
form — of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  in  Europe. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  "The  'French’  Peace  Program"  (September  1915) 

Geographically  and  historically,  conditions  have  predetermined  such  a close  organic 
bond  between  the  countries  of  Europe  that  there  is  no  way  for  them  to  tear  themselves 
out  of  it.  The  modem  bourgeois  governments  of  Europe  are  like  murderers  chained 
to  a single  cart.  The  revolution  in  Europe,  as  has  already  been  said,  will  in  the  final 
analysis  be  of  decisive  importance  for  America  as  well.  But  directly,  in  the  immediate 
course  of  history,  a revolution  in  Germany  will  have  an  immeasurably  greater  signifi- 
cance for  France  than  for  the  United  State  of  America.  It  is  precisely  from  this 
historically  developed  relationship  that  there  flows  the  political  vitality  of  the  slogan 
of  the  European  Soviet  Federation.  We  speak  of  its  relative  vitality  because  it  stands 
to  reason  that  this  Federation  will  extend,  across  the  great  bridge  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
to  Asia,  and  will  then  effect  a union  of  the  World  Socialist  Republics. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  The  Third  International  After  Lenin  (1928) 
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upholding  the  (“proletarian”)  family;  in 
line  with  this  they  call  to  "ideologically 
remold  homosexuals.”  Ludicrously  at- 
tempting to  “explain”  this  position  today, 
RCPer  Stephanie  Tang  writes  to  the  SF 
Weekly  (5  February)  that  "women. . need 
to  turn  to  revolutionary  Maoism,  not  the 
partial  solution  of  lesbianism."  This  New 
Leftover  idiocy  that  equates  sexuality 
with  political  positions,  however,  has  in 
practice  lately  been  buried  by  the  RCP, 
which  has  defended  gay  groups  and 
women  fighting  for  abortion  rights — not 
because  of  any  change  in  their  Stalinist 
“principles,"  but  because  these  issues 
have  become  so  obviously  a cutting  edge 
of  capitalist  social  reaction. 

Amid  the  swirl  of  charges  around 
the  Bay  Area  NLG  ban  on  the  RCP,  some 
very  sinister  slanders  were  retailed  by  a 
Bay  Area  gay  paper.  The  Sentinel . whose 
publisher  charged  in  a 7 May  editorial 
that  the  RCP  had  a secret  “war  plan”  to 
"march  down  to  the  Castro  and  burn  it 
down”  in  the  wake  of  the  L.A.  upheaval! 
The  same  Sentinel  piece,  titled  "Jordan 
and  Hongisto  Deserve  Praise,"  effu- 
sively hailed  Mayor  Jordan  and  then- 
police  chief  Hongisto  (who  engineered 
the  seizure  of  a rival  gay  paper,  the 
Bay  Times).  When  the  RCP  responded 
to  these  smears,  the  cop-loving, 
communist-hating  Sentinel  printed  the 
NLG’s  ban  on  the  RCP. 

A “Statement  of  Protest”  distributed 
at  the  NLG’s  convention  in  Chicago  this 
summer  appealed  to  the  Guild’s  tradition 
of  "progressive  legal  defense."  noting 
that  “Refusal  to  defend  the  RCP  sends 
a message  to  the  government,  police  and 
right-wing  bigots  that  they  may  attack 
the  RCP  without  fear  of  being  confronted 
by  Guild  lawyers."  The  statement, 
signed  by  lawyers  across  the  country 
as  well  as  RCP  supporters  and  victims 
of  the  1950s  McCarthyite  witchhunts, 
noted  that  the  Guild  has  defended  the 
RCP  for  nearly  two  decades. 

In  fact,  the  NLG’s  legal  defense 
has  always  been  determined  by  what’s 
acceptable  or  trendy  (“politically  cor- 
rect”) in  “progressive."  i.e.,  liberal  bour- 
geois. circles.  It  was  founded  to  support 
the  “New  Deal,"  as  a petty-bourgeois 
component  of  the  class-collaborationist 
"People’s  Front”  between  the  Stalinists 


and  FDR  Democrats.  In  1940,  the  NLG 
refused  to  defend  the  Trotskyists,  the  first 
victims  of  the  anti-communist  Smith  Act, 
only  to  itself  be  labeled  a Communist 
front  group  in  the  McCarthyite  witch- 
hunt. In  the  ’60s,  the  NLG  proclaimed 
itself  the  legal  arm  of  the  “Movement” — 
and  sued  the  trade  unions.  Reflecting 
the  breakup  of  the  New  Left,  the  Guild 
became  a seething  mess  of  sectar- 
ian tendencies — at  one  point  the  Mao- 
ist October  League  even  attempted  to 
exclude  homosexuals  from  the  NLG! 

We  have  plenty  of  political  differences 
with  the  RCP,  and  with  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild,  as  well  as  many  gay 
and  lesbian  organizations.  Yet  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  the 
Spartacist  League  have  consistently — 
and  uniquely — defended  organizations 
of  labor,  the  left  and  oppressed  groups, 
irrespective  of  their  political  views, 
which  have  come  under  attack  by  this 
capitalist  state,  its  cops  and  courts.  Our 
defense  efforts  have  included  everyone 
from  the  RCP’s  Cheryl  Lessin  (who 
burned  a flag  in  Cleveland  to  protest  the 
Persian  Gulf  War)  to  NAMBLA  (North 
American  Man-Boy  Love  Association,  a 
group  many  gay  and  lesbian  organiza- 
tions shun). 

In  our  old-fashioned  way,  we  look 
back  to  the  1WW  tradition  that  “an  injury 
to  one  is  an  injury  to  all.”  The  NLG, 
meanwhile,  would  do  well  to  ponder  the 
1 945  words  of  Lutheran  churchman  Mar- 
tin Niemoller,  who  was  sent  to  a con- 
centration camp  by  Hitler:  “First  they 
came  for  the  communists,  but  since  I 
was  not  a communist  I did  not  protest. 
Then  they  came  for  the  Jews,  but  since 
I was  not  a Jew  I did  not  protest.  Then 
they  came  for  the  Catholics,  but  since  I 
was  not  a Catholic  I did  not  protest. 
When  they  came  for  me,  there  was  no 
one  left  to  protest." 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  support 
the  PDC.  Become  a monthly  sustaining 
contributor.  Send  a donation  of  $5  or 
more  and  receive  a subscription  to  Class- 
Struggle  Defense  Notes.  For  a single 
copy  send  $1  to:  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee, P.O.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station, 
New  York,  NY  10013.  ■ 
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From  Death  Row, 

This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 

Patience  in  Idaho  vs. 
Overkill  in  Phillv 

pf* 

The  mountainous  regions  of  Idaho,  huddled  in  the 
nation's  Pacific  Northwest,  became  home  briefly  to 
bloody  conflict  between  the  government  and  a member 
of  the  White  Supremacist  Christian  Identity  Movement. 

Latest  reports  state  that  C.I.  follower,  Randy 
Weaver,  after  the  death  of  his  teenage  son  and  wife 
by  government  officials  following  a shoot-out,  sur- 
rendered to  the  government  after  an  1 1 -day  standoff, 
in  late  August,  1992. 

Christian  Identity,  which  reportedly  merges  Old 
Testament  beliefs  with  more  modern  20th  Century 
white  racist  teachings,  has  been  bubbling  and  brewing 
in  Idaho  and  the  Pacific  region  for  decades. 

The  strike  that  lit  the  match  was  a tightening  net 
of  surveillance  on  Weaver  by  government  agents,  who 
claimed  the  C.I.  follower  violated  a bench  warrant 
for  not  showing  up  for  court  on  weapons  charges. 
Weaver  was  quoted  as  saying  the  government  set  him 
up  with  the  gun  case,  and  a mid-month  shoot-out 
between  the  Weaver  party  and  the  feds  left  two  dead: 
Weaver’s  son  and  a U.S.  Marshal. 

Federal  and  State  cops  rung  the  Weaver  compound 
in  a textbook  case  of  the  “wait-’em-out”  theory,  and 
except  for  the  later  sniping  of  his  wife,  and  wounding 
of  him  by  government  gunners,  they  displayed  enor- 


mous patience.  When  Weaver  was  finally  tired  out, 
and  surrendered  to  what  they  call  "ZOG"  (Zionist 
Occupation  Government),  he  wasn't  beaten,  kicked, 
pummeled.  nor  rifle-butted  into  submission. 

He  was  presumably  searched,  handcuffed  and  put 
under  arrest,  and  his  three  surviving  daughters  were 
turned  over  to  other  C.I.  folks  in  the  hills  of  Idaho. 

What  a contrast  between  the  government’s  treat- 
ment of  MOVE  and  C.I.! 

In  the  1978  MOVE  confrontation,  the  MOVE  men. 
upon  arrest,  were  shot,  beaten  (on  videotape!),  and 
the  women  were  threatened  with  death.  The  babies 
were  ripped  from  mothers  and  sent  to  government 
centers  where  they  were  harassed,  probed,  interro- 
gated, and  several  forcibly  shorn  and  fed  foods  which 
violated  their  faith.  The  “reason"?  They  said  a cop 
was  killed,  hence  over-reaction. 

In  the  infamous  May  13th  (1985)  confrontation, 
the  police,  armed  with  U.S.  Government  weaponry, 
hardly  waited  1 1 hours,  much  less  1 1 days,  (and  here, 
no  cops  were  killed!)  before  dropping  a bomb  on  a 
house  that  they  knew  was  inhabited  by  half  a score 
of  men,  women  and  babies. 

In  one  instance,  to  borrow  an  Old  Testament  figure, 
the  state  used  the  patience  of  Job;  in  another,  they 


used  the  swiftness  and  cruelty  of  Herod. 

To  non-whites  like  the  writer,  the  notion  is  ines- 
capable that  the  U.S.  Government,  as  it  stands,  is 
already  white  supremacist. 

Even  though  one  of  their  officials  was  killed  in 
the  initial  shoot-out.  the  government  didn't  call  in  an 
air  strike,  didn't  fly  in  a helicopter,  and  dropped  no 
bombs,  in  this  rustic  far-away-from-the-big-city  site. 
When  the  alleged  gunman  (not  Weaver)  emerged,  he 
wasn't  slamdunked  like  Delbert  Africa  in  1978  (or 
Rodney  King  even,  in  1991!).  He  was  treated  like  a 
human  being — a white  human  being. 

In  Philadelphia.  America’s  fifth  largest  metropolis, 
they  ripped  a house  apart  with  people  (black)  in  it 
in  1978;  and  in  1985,  transformed  it  into  a death 
oven,  killing  at  least  II  MOVE  people,  including 
babies,  who.  like  the  1978  crew,  were  guilty  of  noth- 
ing, but  a civil  eviction  notice,  and  killed  no  one. 

The  survivors  of  1978  got  900  years  in  prison. 

The  one  rebel  who  survived  1985  got  seven  years, 
for  surviving. 

The  rest  got  death  by  incineration. 

Who’s  really  opposed  to  this  government? 

2 September  1992 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  a Philadelphia  black  journal- 
ist, is  on  death  row  at  Pennsylvania's  Huntingdon 
state  prison.  Framed  up  because  of  his  political 
views,  Jamal  faces  death  for  his  defiance  of  the 
racist,  capitalist  order.  His  columns  appear  periodi- 
cally in  Workers  Vanguard  and  other  newspapers. 

To  get  involved  in  the  fight  to  save  Mumia 
Ahu-.lamal  and  abolish  the  death  penalty,  contact 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  P.O.  Box  99, 
Canal  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10013.  If 
you  wish  to  correspond  with  Jamal,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  Drawer  R, 
Huntingdon.  PA  16652. 


Remembering  Bill  Edwards 


We  print  below  excerpted  remarks 
of  comrades  Don  Alexander  and  Gene 
Herson  at  the  memorial  meeting  for 
Bill  Edwards  at  the  San  Francisco  hall 
of  the  International  Longshoremen's  and 
Warehousemen’s  Union.  Bill  died  on 
August  5 at  age  72.  He  was  a retired 
member  of  the  National  Maritime  Union, 
and  this  year  he  was  the  vice  presidential 
candidate  of  the  Socialist  Party.  In  the 
1930s  Bill  was  a member  of  the  Young 
Communist  League,  and  during  the  '50s 
McCarthyite  witchhunt  was  victimized 
by  the  FBI  while  working  at  the  Oakland 
Naval  Base.  Bill  was  also  a member  of 
the  Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League  for 
Social  Defense  since  its  founding  in 
1983.  The  August  14  memorial,  organ- 
ized by  Jack  Heyman  and  attended  by 
75  of  Bill’s  relatives,  union  brothers  and 
comrades,  was  also  addressed  by  trade 
unionists  who  fought  alongside  Bill 
through  his  more  than  five  decades  as  a 
union  militant  and  anti-racist  activist. 
Statements  were  read  from  Congressman 
Ron  Dellums  and  the  Socialist  Party. 

* * * 

Don  Alexander:  We  in  the  Spartacist 
League,  Labor  Black  League  and  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  extend  our  con- 
dolences to  the  family  and  friends  of  Bill 
Edwards,  whose  sudden  death  saddens 
us  all.  Bill  had  a long  history  in  the  labor 
movement.  Bill  had  various  interests 
which  took  him  in  many  directions.  Over 
a number  of  years  he  was  active  in 
the  struggle  for  the  rights  of  working 
people,  black  people  and  other  oppressed 
minorities. 

Bill  joined  the  Labor  Black  League  in 
1983  following  the  Spartacist  campaign 
of  Martha  Phillips  for  Oakland  city 
council.  Bill  was  active  in  the  work  of 
the  LBL,  attending  demonstrations  and 
rallies.  Some  of  the  photos  on  display 
are  indications  of  some  of  his  actions 
with  us.  In  1983  he  joined  with  us  and 
many  other  anti-racists  in  fighting  to 
keep  two  phone  workers — an  interracial 
couple,  Ray  Palmiero  and  Lauren  Mozee 
— out  of  jail  for  defending  their  picket 
lines  against  racist  union-busters.  He 


demonstrated  in  1985  against  the  racist 
provocation  at  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  in  which  the  bosses  and  their 
union  flunkeys  attempted  to  build  a sep- 
arate Jim  Crow  toilet  for  black  electri- 
cian Jeff  Higgins. 

In  1984  when  Democrat  "Dixie" 
Dianne  Feinstein  flew  the  Confederate 
flag  of  slavery  from  SF  City  Hall,  the 
LBL  mobilized  twice  to  tear  down  and 
keep  down  the  Confederate  flag  of  slav- 
ery. We  tore  it  down  and  Bill  Edwards 
was  a proud  participant  in  this  campaign. 
Bill  also  was  a foe  of  apartheid  slavery. 
He  marched  alongside  labor  and  black 
militants  in  our  emergency  demonstra- 
tions to  save  the  lives  of  anti-apartheid 
militants. 

In  1985  and  1987  he  stood  with  us  in 
rallying  for  the  freedom  of  Geronimo 
Pratt,  America’s  foremost  class-war  pris- 
oner. Bill  was  concerned  that  we  fight 
to  abolish  the  racist  death  penalty,  and 
through  his  efforts  we  got  a regular 
column  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  in  the  Sun 
Reporter. 

Recently,  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Rod- 
ney King  verdict,  Bill  felt  very  strongly 
about  our  program  of  mobilizing  labor 
to  defend  blacks  and  Latinos  against  rac- 
ist state  oppression.  Bill  visited  L.A.  dur- 
ing this  period,  talked  to  many  desperate 
black  youth  who  have  been  written  off 
by  the  racist  rulers.  Bill  wanted  to  fight 
for  a militant  mobilization  of  L.A.  labor, 
especially  for  the  ILWU  to  defend  the 
besieged  black  population.  He  talked  to 
us  about  this,  and  then  with  Dave  Arian, 
ILWU  International  president,  and  with 
Local  13  in  L.A.,  which  got  nowhere. 

Bill  took  seriously  his  membership  in 
the  LBL.  He  was  attracted  to  our  class- 
struggle  program  for  black  freedom  and 
working-class  emancipation.  In  1990  the 
LBL  raised  money  for  me  to  go  on  a 
tour  of  East  Germany,  to  the  former  DDR 
to  help  mobilize  revolutionary  class 
opposition  to  the  drive  toward  capitalist 
reunification,  and  to  inform  the  East  Ger- 
man working  class  about  the  brutal  real- 
ities of  race  and  class  oppression  in  the 
U.S.  When  I told  Bill  that  we  wanted 
his  support  for  this  trip,  he  told  me  that 


his  son  had  just  come  from  Germany, 
and  had  witnessed  the  increased  bold- 
ness of  fascists  in  Berlin.  Bill  liked  our 
anti-fascist  action  at  Treptow,  and  came 
through.  Along  with  other  LBLers,  he 
provided  money  for  me  to  travel  there 
on  behalf  of  the  SL  and  the  LBL,  which 
is  in  fraternal  alliance  and  programmatic 
solidarity  with  the  Spartacist  League. 

It  is  fitting  to  remember  Bill's  actions 
and  solidarity  with  the  SL/LBL  which 
intersected  our  fight  for  black  liberation 
through  proletarian  revolution. 

Gene  Herson  (statement  read  at  the 
memorial  meeting):  Bill  Edwards  was  a 
decent  man  who  wanted  to  make  the 
world  a decent  place.  He  called  himself 
a socialist  and  he  was  active  throughout 
his  life  in  causes  of  labor  and  black  lib- 
eration. Bill  worked  in  any  way  he  could 
to  further  these  ends.  He  tried  every- 
thing. He  traveled  all  avenues  to  pursue 
his  goals,  often  admitting  (with  an 
embarrassed  smile)  that  some  of  his  for- 
ays were  futile  and  counterproductive. 
He  believed  in  democratic  trade  unions 
controlled  by  the  rank  and  file.  He  par- 
ticularly involved  himself  in  the  struggle 
of  blacks  in  South  Africa.  He  understood 
the  inextricable  connection  between  the 
class  struggle  and  the  black  struggle. 

I met  Bill  in  1968  in  the  National 
Maritime  Union.  He  was  a steward  on 
the  Moore  McCormack  Lines  and  I was 
in  San  Francisco  organizing  a union 
oppositional  group,  the  NMU  Militant- 
Solidarity  Caucus.  Bill  felt  very  con- 
flicted about  supporting  a reformist 
oppositional  leader,  Jim  Morrissey,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  our  Caucus  which  had 
a class-struggle  orientation.  Nonethe- 
less, Bill  backed  our  Caucus  against 
Morrissey  when  it  came  to  taking  a stand 
supporting  the  Vietnamese  struggle 
against  U.S.  imperialism,  defending  the 
victimized  Black  Panther  Pauy,  or  call- 
ing for  a labor  party  counterposed  to  the 
Democrats.  Bill  also  worked  with  the 
electoralist  Socialist  Party. 

Then,  from  time  to  time,  Bill  and  I 
would  have  a drink  and  he  would 
good-naturedly  hear  out  my  criticisms 
of  his  sometimes  conflicting  strategies. 
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Bill  Edwards  at  1985  San  Francisco 
demonstration. 

Undaunted,  he  would  murmur  something 
about  his  good  intentions.  That’s  how  I 
remember  Bill:  an  irrepressible  optimist 
and  eternally  committed  to  the  greatest 
good  for  all  working  people.  He  never 
maneuvered  for  his  own  personal  bene- 
fit; he  worked  for  whatever  he  thought 
would  bring  some  gains  or  even  the  pos- 
sibility of  gains  for  his  ideals. 

Bill  was  an  extremely  intelligent, 
capable  guy.  He  could  have  succeeded 
in  any  number  of  fields,  but  he  devoted 
himself  to  advancing  the  conditions  of 
black  people  and  the  cause  of  labor.  Over 
the  years,  whenever  I or  anyone  in  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  or  the  LBL 
would  call  Bill  to  work  on  a campaign 
or  project.  Bill  always  pitched  in, 
approaching  his  many  contacts  in  the 
labor  movement.  I’ll  miss  him  and  I’ll 
miss  our  work  together.  ■ 
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Yeltsin  regime  smashed  August  15  strike  of  Russian  air  controllers,  now  prosecutes  leaders  on  criminal  charges. 


Yeltsin  Breaks  Russian 
Air  Controllers  Strike 


MOSCOW — In  its  first  direct  assault  on 
the  workers  movement  here,  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary regime  of  Russian  pres- 
ident Boris  Yeltsin  is  engaged  in  a 
vindictive  campaign  to  crush  a union  that 
crossed  it.  Last  week,  the  government 
began  criminal  prosecution  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Air-traffic  Controllers  Trade 
Unions  (FPA),  which  carried  out  a one- 
day  strike  on  August  15,  shutting  down 
more  than  40  of  the  country’s  airports. 
Union  headquarters  were  raided  and  ran- 
sacked, documents  seized  and  officials 
hauled  in  for  questioning.  The  impact  of 
this  is  all  the  more  telling  as  the  air  con- 


AP 


American  PATCO  air  traffic  control- 
lers dragged  off  in  chains  in  1981  as 
Reagan  government  smashed  strike. 

trollers  had  actively  aided  Yeltsin’s 
countercoup  in  August  1991,  supplying 
information  about  military  movements. 
Now  they're  experiencing  what  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  is  really  about. 

As  reported  below  in  an  interview 
given  by  FPA  vice  president  Vladimir 
Brodulev  to  representatives  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  in  Moscow 
on  August  25,  the  regime  unleashed  a 
full  panoply  of  strikebreaking  forces 
against  the  one-day  walkout.  KGB  secret 
police  and  OMON  special  militia  units 
were  called  out  against  the  strikers  and 
military  personnel  were  ordered  to  act 
as  scabs.  Faced  with  this  onslaught 
and  the  danger  of  civilian  aircraft  catas- 
trophes posed  by  the  criminal  use  of 
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untrained  personnel  to  direct  air  traffic, 
the  union  called  off  the  strike  after  one 
day  on  the  basis  of  a personal  assurance 
by  Yeltsin’s  vice  president  Aleksandr 
Rutskoi  that  there  would  be  no  reprisals 
against  the  workers. 

Rutskoi ’s  promise  to  the  air  controllers 
was  immediately  revealed  to  be  a lie,  as 
the  government  launched  criminal  pro- 
ceedings against  the  strikers.  One  union 
leader  in  Kursk  was  arrested  the  day 
after  the  walkout,  and  some  15  others 
have  been  victimized  through  transfers, 
demotions  and  firings.  FPA  president 
Vladimir  Konusenko  has  threatened 
another  strike,  to  be  joined  by  the  “free” 
miners,  pilots  and  other  unions,  if  the 
victimization  continues. 

Yeltsin  and  Rutskoi,  as  part  of  their 
drive  to  erect  a capitalist  state,  are  clear- 
ly intent  on  a calculated  provocation 
against  this  union,  which  represents 
7,000  of  Russia’s  8,000  air  traffic  con- 
trollers. With  the  prospect  of  mass  un- 
employment in  the  coming  months,  as 
the  capitalist-restorationist  government 
begins  its  plan  to  privatize  the  bulk  of 
Russian  industry,  the  possibility  of  an 
upsurge  of  mass  workers  struggles  is 
evident  to  all.  If  the  counterrevolution- 
ary regime  succeeds  in  crushing  this 
relatively  well-off  workforce — remem- 
ber Reagan’s  destruction  of  the  Ameri- 
can PATCO  air  traffic  controllers  in 
1981! — this  will  set  an  ominous  prece- 
dent, and  put  in  place  the  legal  ma- 
chinery to  take  on  the  inevitable  workers 
struggles  to  come. 

The  showdown  over  the  air  controllers 
strike  is  also  important  for  the  actors  on 
the  government  side.  Rutskoi  has  pre- 
sented himself  as  a friend  of  the  working 
people  by  demagogically  denouncing  the 
"free  market"  extremism  of  Yeltsin’s 
economic  policymakers,  notably  acting 
prime  minister  Yegor  Gaidar.  But  during 
the  August  strike.  Rutskoi  called  a press 
conference  “at  which  he  waved  an  air- 
traffic  controller’s  payslip  for  40,000 
roubles,  claiming  bogusly  that  the  union 
was  striking  for  a wage  of  70,000  rou- 
bles, 20  times  the  national  average.  In 
fact  he  had  got  hold  of  -a  payslip  repre- 
senting two  and  a half  months  back-pay" 
(Guardian  [London),  19  September). 
Soviet  workers  should  note  well  the 
actions  of  this  phony  "friend  of  labor." 

The  air  controllers  and  other  "free” 
unions — which  broke  away  from  the 
official  unions  that  in  fact  were  an 
arm  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy — 
have  been  militantly  pro- Yeltsin  and 
openly  support  the  restoration  of  capi- 
talism. Their  model  is  Lech  Walesa’s 
Polish  Solidamosc,  favorite  "union"  of 
the  CIA  and  the  Vatican.  The  Independent 
Miners  Union  (NPG).  the  most  important 
of  them,  is  directly  tied  to  the  “labor" 


lieutenants  of  U.S.  imperialism.  When 
AFL-CIO  chief  Lane  Kirkland  visited 
Moscow  in  May  1991,  the  air  controllers 
informed  him  that  they  would  have 
guided  his  plane  even  if  they  had  struck. 
The  AFL-CIO  Bulletin  (May  1991)  re- 
ported that,  “at  a dinner  at  Spaso  House, 
the  American  Ambassador’s  residence, 
President  Kirkland  saluted  the  leaders  of 
the  Independent  Miners  Union,  the  air 
traffic  controllers,  and  air  line  pilots.” 
Yet  now  the  air  controllers  are  threatened 
with  the  PATCO  treatment  by  Yeltsin, 
another  favorite  of  the  "AFL-CIA." 

Except  for  the  coal  miners,  these 
unions  are  based  on  the  labor  aristocracy 
(air  controllers,  pilots,  railwaymen,  etc.), 
highly  skilled  workers  in  strategic  sec- 
tors of  the  economy.  They  thought  they 
would  have  considerable  economic  lev- 
erage in  a capitalist  market  economy.  For 
their  part,  the  coal  miners  have  a central 
role  in  the  Soviet  industrial  economy  and 
were  recognized  as  the  heart  of  the  work- 
ers movement  by  the  old  Stalinist  rulers. 
Thus  many  miners,  too.  believed  they 
would  have  a strong  bargaining  position 
in  a capitalist  labor  market.  In  reality, 
capitalist  restoration  will  bring  massive 
deindustrialization,  reducing  Russia,  the 
Ukraine  and  other  former  Soviet  repub- 
lics to  neocolonial  suppliers  of  raw 
materials  to  West  Europe,  North  America 
and  Japan. 

Miners — who  had  economic  security 
in  the  planned,  collectivized  Soviet  sys- 
tem— would  find  themselves  competing 
with  the  highly  mechanized  strip  mines 
in  the  western  U.S.  and  Australia  as  well 
as  South  African  coal  extracted  by  super- 
exploited  black  workers.  Key  to  the  eco- 
nomic viability  of  Aeroflot — the  largest 
civilian  air  carrier  in  the  world — is  that 
aviation  fuel  was  made  available  at  a 
small  fraction  of  the  world-market  price. 
Now,  the  IMF  (the  world  bankers’  cartel) 
is  demanding  that  Russia  increase  the 
internal  price  of  oil  five-fold,  which 
among  other  devastating  effects  would 
ground  most  of  Aeroflot's  planes.  Thou- 
sands of  Soviet  air  controllers  would  find 
themselves  without  a job.  Meanwhile, 
the  unions  set  up  to  carry  out  counter- 
revolution are  now  finding  out  that  cap- 
italism means  union-busting. 

In  his  interview  with  the  ICL, 
Brodulev  emphasized  that  the  air  con- 
trollers were  not  demanding  higher 
wages,  their  main  concern  was  improved 
flight  safety.  But  if  the  Yeltsin-Rutskoi 
regime  met  this  union's  demands,  it 
would  encourage  other  Russian  workers 
to  strike  against  the  restorationist  regime 
as  their  living  conditions  are  ravaged 
by  hyperinflation  and  mass  unemploy- 
ment looms.  We  Trotskyists  support 
the  air  controllers  strike,  whose  pro- 
Yeltsin  leaders  are  now  up  against  the 


Yeltsin  regime,  while  we  underline  the 
need  for  a genuinely  communist  van- 
guard that  fights  Yeltsin-Bush  counter- 
revolution down  the  line.  Such  a leader- 
ship would  seek  to  expand  strikes  into 
a working-class  offensive  throwing  up 
soviet  organs  of  proletarian  power  to  re- 
store the  USSR  on  the  basis  of  Leninist 
principles. 

Criminally,  the  various  has-been  Sta- 
linist losers,  who  masquerade  as  "com- 
munists” while  tying  themselves  to  the 
most  reactionary  nationalist  and  out- 
right fascist  forces,  have  lined  up  with 
Yeltsin  and  Rutskoi  in  opposing  the 
strike.  A representative  of  Toiling  Rus- 
sia, the  coalition  dominated  by  the  Rus- 
sian Communist  Workers  Party  of  Viktor 
Anpilov  which  has  been  behind  the  anti- 
Yeltsin  protests  in  Moscow  and  else- 
where, also  denounced  a similar  strike 
in  the  Ukraine  in  early  September  of 
miners,  railway  engineers,  pilots  and  air 
traffic  controllers  because  the  leadership 
of  the  "independent”  unions  which 
called  them  is  anti-Communist  and 
pro- Yeltsin. 

The  old  official  trade  unions,  led  by 
entrenched  Stalinist  hacks,  tell  the  work- 
ers not  to  make  trouble  but  rather  to  sup- 
port the  more  nationalistic  and  conser- 
vative figures  in  the  new  regime  like 
Rutskoi  and  Arkady  Volsky,  head  of 
the  Union  of  Industrialists  (ex-Stalinist 
managers  seeking  to  become  capital- 
ists). In  an  interview  with  the  ICL,  a 
spokesman  for  the  independent  railway 
drivers  union  remarked  about  the  offi- 
cial unions,  "the  prevailing  sentiment 
among  them  is  conservatism  and  embar- 
rassment.” The  resulting  opposition  to 
strikes  plays  into  the  hands  of  the  coun- 
terrevolution, and  is  an  important  factor 
in  explaining  the  passivity  and  disorien- 
tation of  the  Soviet  workers  in  the  face 
of  Yeltsin’s  catastrophic  assault  on  their 
livelihoods. 

It  is  necessary  for  workers  in  the 
“free"  unions  to  draw  the  lessons  of 
Yeltsin-Rutskoi’s  breaking  the  air  con- 
trollers strike.  Capitalist  restoration  will 
bring  not  prosperity  and  freedom  but 
Third  World-level  poverty  and  police- 
state  repression.  Workers  in  the  old 
Stalinist-led  unions  must  understand  that 
the  differences  between  Rutskoi  and  Yel- 
tsin, between  Volsky  and  Gaidar,  are 
squabbles  over  who  will  serve  as  agents 
of  Wall  Street,  Frankfurt  and  Tokyo  in 
exploiting  and  degrading  the  workers  of 
Russia  and  other  former  Soviet  repub- 
lics. At  a recent  demonstration  against 
the  privatization  of  the  mammoth  Zil 
auto  plant  in  Moscow,  a spokesman  for 
the  ICL  told  the  assembled  workers: 

“I’m  from  the  former  DDR  where  a 

counterrevolution  took  place  already  two 
continued  on  page  I / 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


Victory  to  Yellowknife 
Gold  Miners! 

VANCOUVER — For  over  four  months,  240  miners  in 
Canada’s  Northwest  Territories  have  been  fiercely  bat- 
tling an  all-out  union-busting  attack  by  Royal  Oak 
Mines  Inc.,  owner  of  the  Giant  gold  mine  in  the 
territorial  capital  of  Yellowknife,  just  300  miles  south 


forcing  the  company  to  bring  them  in  by  helicopter. 
Women  have  organized  in  CLASS,  the  CASAW  Ladies 
Association  Support  System. 

The  companies,  their  cops,  courts  and  media  are 
bringing  their  full  power  to  bear,  trying  to  crush  this 
militant  strike  as  a warning  to  all  labor.  In  a July  letter 
of  solidarity  to  the  NWT  Federation  of  Labor,  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  in  Toronto  called  for  “ coor- 
dinated',  mass  labor  action — in  Vancouver  to  shut  down 
Pro  Con’s  anti-union  outfit,  in  Northern  Alberta  to  close 


RCMP  assaults  picket 
line  of  striking  gold 
miners  in  Canada's 
Northwest  Territories. 


of  the  Arctic  Circle.  Despite  being  shot  at  and  tear- 
gassed  by  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP). 
despite  over  100  arrests  and  42  firings,  the  strikers 
have  held  firm  in  their  determination  to  bring  scab- 
herding  Royal  Oak  to  its  knees.  Now  the  members  of 
Canadian  Association  of  Smelter  and  Allied  Workers 
(CASAW)  Local  4 face  their  greatest  test  as  the  com- 
pany, cops  and  the  capitalist  press  have  launched  a 
deadly  witchhunt. 

On  the  morning  of  September  18  there  was  an  explo- 
sion at  the  750-foot  level  of  the  mine.  Nine  scabs  died. 
While  the  company  didn’t  even  notify  the  police  for 
90  minutes,  the  RCMP  quickly  declared  it  a case  of 
“criminal  homicide”  and  “multiple  murder,"  looking  to 
hang  the  union.  Encouraged  by  company  bosses  to 
“kick  some  ass,’’  scabs  unleashed  a reign  of  terror  that 
night,  attacking  strikers  in  the  bars  and  on  the  streets. 
At  the  union  office  two  women  were  injured  by  flying 
glass.  One  striker  told  WV  that  he’d  “been  threatened 
to  be  shot’’  and  related  that  the  wives  and  children  of 
others  have  been  forced  to  flee  the  town,  fearing  for 
their  safety.  All  labor  must  rally  to  the  defense  of  the 
embattled  Yellowknife  unionists! 

CASAW  spokesmen  immediately,  emphatically 
denied  any  union  involvement  in  the  incident  and 
pointed  to  Royal  Oak’s  history  of  dangerous  safety 
violations,  especially  concerning  explosives.  Union 
members  have  learned  that  the  scabs  were  traveling 
with  explosives  on  a “man  car” — a violation  of  a car- 
dinal rule  that  you  never  transport  explosives  with 
workers.  This  hasn’t  stopped  the  RCMP — “Gestapo  for 
Royal  Oak,”  as  signs  at  the  mine  entrance  put  it — from 
targeting  strikers  for  questioning  and  investigation. 

A while  back,  CASAW 's  newspaper,  Fool's  Gold, 
wrote  that  the  battle  at  Royal  Oak  “is  developing  into 
one  of  Canada’s  historic  labour  struggles  ...  It  has  pit- 
ted a group  of  determined,  rugged  miners  against  the 
U.S. -style  union-busting  tactics  of  Royal  Oak's  presi- 
dent, Margaret  Witte."  This  is  the  first  time  in  Canadian 
history  that  there  has  been  scabbing  on  a hard  rock 
mine  strike.  Witte  has  explicitly  modeled  her  strike- 
breaking operation  on  the  Phelps-Dodge  rampage 
against  Arizona  copper  miners  in  1983-84. 

Giant  is  the  sixth  largest  gold  mine  in  Canada,  pro- 
ducing 190,000  ounces  per  year.  Royal  Oak  has  spent 
over  $2  million  hiring  scabs  from  Pro  Con  Mining  and 
Tunneling  and  turning  the  site  into  an  armed  camp 
patrolled  by  Pinkerton  cops  imported  from  the  U.S. 
complete  with  vicious  dogs,  night-vision  cameras  and 
"intelligence-gathering  equipment.’’  These  thugs-for- 
hire  have  been  backed  up  by  the  courts  and  nearly  75 
RCMP  cops  who  at  every  step  of  the  way  act  “as  agents 
of  the  company,"  as  CASAW  president  Ross  Slezak 
said. 

Enforcing  an  anti-picketing  injunction  that  was 
slapped  on  the  union  right  from  the  start,  the  “Royal 
Oak  Mounted  Police,"  as  strikers  call  them,  fired  shots 
as  they  confronted  angry  unionists  on  June  2.  But  the 
strikers  were  not  cowed — they  defended  themselves 
with  baseball  bats,  clubs  and  axes.  They’ve  met  each 
attack  with  renewed  resistance.  Strikers  drove  out  the 
first  group  of  "security  guards"  brought  in  by  Royal 
Oak  and  successfully  stopped  the  busing  in  of  scabs. 


their  airstrips.  An  injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all!  The 
organized  working  class  has  the  power  to  do  it.  but 
not  if  it  plays  by  the  bosses'  rules.  The  Royal  Oak 
bosses  are  playing  hardball.  To  win,  labor’s  got  to  do 
the  same.” 

Expressing  "deep  appreciation  for  the  support  you 
have  shown  us,"  CASAW  Local  4 president  Bill  Schram 
appealed  for  further  assistance:  “The  battle  we  fight 
here  could  be  repeated  in  your  own  area,  if  other 
employers  follow  the  example  of  ‘our’  scabbing  com- 
pany. Help  us  defeat  this  corporate  assault!"  Criminally, 
the  brass  of  the  Canadian  Labour  Congress  has  turned 
a deaf  ear  to  this  plea,  refusing  to  flex  labor’s  power. 
Left  isolated,  some  CASAW  leaders  are  appealing  for 
the  federal  government  (which  ultimately  controls  the 
Northwest  Territories)  to  intervene.  But  the  feds  have 
already  intervened,  sending  in  the  RCMP  to  protect 
scabs  and  to  witchhunt  the  union. 

While  going  after  unionists  in  Yellowknife,  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  RCMP  are  protecting  and  covering  up 
for  the  owners  of  the  Westray  mine  in  Pictou  County, 
Nova  Scotia.  There,  on  May  9,  a ghastly  fireball  of 
methane  gas  and  coal  dust  blew  the  roof  clean  off  the 
minehead:  26  miners  working  deep  underground  had 
no  warning  and  no  chance.  As  the  Trotskyist  League 
of  Canada  wrote  in  its  newspaper  Spartacist  Canada 
(Summer  1992):  "This  was  cold-blooded  capitalist  mur- 
der, a straight  exchange  of  workers'  lives  for  cash  and 
votes!  The  Westray  mine  was  a deathtrap  and  everybody 
involved  knew  it,  from  the  profit-gouging  mine  bosses 
who  pushed  it  through  to  the  venal  politicians  who 
swung  the  funding."  Lock  up  the  Westray  murderers 
and  throw  away  the  key! 

As  the  battle  of  Royal  Oak  so  clearly  illuminates, 
the  bosses'  state  is  the  conscious  enemy  of  working 
people.  To  take  on  that  state  and  win,  the  working  class 
must  also  become  conscious.  Organized  into  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party,  courageous  and  determined  mil- 
itants can  triumph  not  only  against  the  likes  of  Royal 
Oak  but  against  the  whole  capitalist  system  and  shed 
their  blood  no  more  for  the  profits  of  the  bosses.  Victory 
to  the  CASAW  strike! 


NYC  Transit  Militants 
Demand:  “Stop 
the  Scapegoating 
of  Robert  Ray!” 

With  stunning  hypocrisy,  Manhattan  D.A.  Morgen- 
thau  has  gone  all  out  to  make  transit  worker  Robert 
Ray  the  scapegoat  for  the  deadly  dangerous  conditions 
the  capitalist  rulers  of  NYC  have  created  in  the 
subways.  Ray.  a member  of  Transport  Workers  Union 
Local  100,  was  the  molorman  in  the  horrible  derailment 
of  an  IRT  train  at  the  Union  Square  station  which  killed 
five  passengers  in  August  1991.  He  is  now  on  trial  on 
five  counts  of  second  degree  murder,  facing  jail  for 
25  years  to  life. 

When  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  demanded 


that  the  D.A.  drop  the  charges  against  Ray,  it  noted: 
"Not  only  has  the  TA  refused  to  install  modem  com- 
puter switching  and  speed  controls  as  have  other  transit 
systems,  at  Union  Square  even  the  antiquated  signals 
and  tripping  devices  were  positioned  so  they  couldn’t 
stop  the  derailment.  Overworked  and  underpaid  like 
his  co-workers  who  drive,  maintain,  repair  and  clean 
the  trains,  Mr.  Ray  is  being  used  as  a scapegoat  by  the 
TA  and  city  officials  whose  budget  cuts  are  preparing 
future  ‘accidents’." 

Militants  in  the  Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU.  who 
have  campaigned  in  Local  100  to  institute  elected  union 
safety  committees  with  the  power  to  shut  down  unsafe 
jobs  on  the  spot,  are  calling  on  transit  workers  to  fill 
the  courtroom  in  solidarity  with  Ray,  and  to  demand 
that  their  union  take  up  his  defense.  The  Committee 
has  blasted  the  dirty  job  that  Local  100  president  Sonny 
Hall  has  done  on  Ray.  Within  hours  of  the  accident. 
Hall  capitulated  to  the  TA’s  demand  for  drug  testing 
of  the  entire  workforce,  setting  up  militants  and  minor- 
ities for  firings. 

Cops  and  Courts  Out  of  the  Union! 

Glaringly  absent  from  the  Centre  Street  courtroom 
has  been  any  organized  solidarity  from  the  New  Direc- 
tions caucus — but  not  because  they  don't  know  where 
the  courts  are.  In  fact  they  have  made  a habit  of  drag- 
ging the  union  through  the  capitalist  courts,  while  prais- 
ing the  "fightback"  of  racist  Rikers  Island  prison 
guards,  in  order  to  advance  their  penny-ante  bureau- 
cratic careers.  When  Hall  imposed  drug  testing  on  the 
Local,  New  Directions  leader  Tim  Schermerhorn  ran 
to  the  courts.  Now  ND  is  using  federal  anti-labor  laws 
to  sue  Local  100  for  $7  million ! 

As  soon  as  he  rammed  through  the  TA’s  contract  last 
spring.  Sonny  Hall  turned  his  guns  on  New  Directions. 
Four  members  of  this  mealy-mouthed  "opposition" 
were  brought  up  on  ludicrous  charges  that  they  “kid- 
napped and  held  hostage”  some  of  Hall’s  geriatric  cro- 
nies! What  really  infuriated  the  Hall  gang  was  that 
hundreds  of  transit  workers  swept  into  their  own  union 
hall  to  confront  the  bureaucrats  over  the  rotten  sellout 
contract.  One  of  Hall’s  racist  hacks  called  a black 
worker  “boy."  and  another  threatened  ND  leader  Cor- 


Transit  workers  march  over  Brooklyn  Bridge  in 
February  in  demonstration  against  sellout  contract. 


ine  Scott.  Hall  finally  kept  protesting  TWUers  out  of 
their  own  hall  by  calling  in  the  NYPD! 

But  instead  of  mobilizing  the  membership  against 
Hall,  New  Directions  ran  to  the  courts,  filing  a suit  in 
June  asking  the  government  to  intervene  against  Hall 
and  award  them  huge  punitive  damages  out  of  union 
funds.  But  both  ND  “militants”  and  the  Hall  bureaucrats 
are  united  in  pushing  and  begging  the  Democrats,  when 
it’s  the  Democratic  Party  of  Cuomo  and  Dinkins  that’s 
putting  the  screws  to  the  transit  workers. 

The  Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU  has  denounced 
both  Hall’s  kangaroo  court  charges  and  ND’s  use  of 
the  bosses’  state  against  the  union.  The  Committee  put 
forward  a motion  in  union  division  meetings  this  sum- 
mer, calling  on  workers  to  “oppose  and  condemn  the 
Sonny  Hall  officers  and  New  Directions  for  using  the 
bosses’  courts  and  cops  against  our  union.  Keep  the 
government  out  of  the  unions!" 

In  a leaflet  during  the  explosion  of  anger  against 
Hall’s  sellout  last  winter,  the  Committee  pointed  to  the 
political  struggle  that  must  take  place  to  forge  a new 
leadership:  “The  key  to  unleashing  our  power  is  break- 
ing from  the  gang  of  Democrats  and  their  flunkeys  in 
the  union  leadership  who  are  cracking  the  whip  for  the 
capitalists....  We  need  a fighting  workers  party  that 
will  fight  for  a workers  government."  ■ 
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Glorification  of 
deutschmark 
symbolizes 
annexation  of  East 
German  workers  state 
by  capitalist  West 
Germany  in  1990. 
Costs  of  reunification 
have  destabilized 
West  European 
bourgeois  order. 


Euro-Chaos... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

and  a half  decades  held  together  com- 
peting West  European  capitalist  states  in 
the  American-dominated  NATO  alliance 
against  the  Soviet  Union.  But  with  the 
collapse  of  the  Stalinist-ruled  deformed 
workers  states  of  East  Europe  and  the 
ascendancy  of  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion in  Russia,  the  Cold  War  imperialist 
alliances  are  coming  apart. 

Commenting  on  the  Euro-currency 
crisis.  New  York  investment  banker  and 
publicist  Jeffrey  Garten  noted:  “What 
we’ve  seen  in  the  last  18  months  is  the 
lowest  level  of  international  financial 
and  economic  cooperation  possibly  since 
the  end  of  World  War  11"  ( Wall  Street 
Journal , 17  September).  Two  and  a half 
years  ago  the  postwar  era  came  to  an 
end  when  the  disintegrating  Soviet  bu- 
reaucracy under  Gorbachev  abandoned 
East  Germany,  thereby  reversing  the 
Red  Army’s  victory  over  the  Nazi  Third 
Reich.  In  March  1990,  West  German 
chancellor  Kohl  won  a decisive  election 
in  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
(DDR)  by  falsely  promising  instant 
prosperity  with  reunification  under  the 
deutschmark. 

West  Germany  was  transformed  from 
a Cold  War  ally  of  American  imperialism 
into  an  aggressive  Fourth  Reich  seeking 
mastery  of  Europe.  Germany’s  rulers 
envisaged  an  empire  of  the  D-mark 
stretching  from  the  Balkans  to  the  Baltic, 
from  Siberia  to  Iberia.  In  the  summer  of 
1991,  the  Bonn  regime  strong-armed 
its  EC  partners  into  recognizing  the  in- 
dependence of  Croatia  and  Slovenia — 
traditional  German  clients — thereby 
precipitating  the  bloody  breakup  of 
Yugoslavia.  Half  a year  later  at  Maas- 
tricht, Kohl  triumphantly  proclaimed  a 
new  era  of  West  European  unity  marked 
by  a common  currency  and  a new  mili- 
tary force  independent  of  the  American- 
dominated  NATO. 

But  since  then,  things  have  not  been 
well  for  the  masters  of  the  Fourth  Reich, 
who  are  now  squabbling  among  them- 
selves and  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 
The  German-instigated  breakup  of  Yugo- 
slavia has  led  to  uncontrollable,  expand- 
ing nationalist  warfare  in  the  Balkans. 
The  Kohl  regime’s  efforts  to  force  Ger- 
man working  people  to  pay  more  for  the 
annexation  of  the  DDR  provoked  a par- 
alyzing strike  of  half  a million  public 
service  and  transport  workers  in  May — 
the  biggest  strike  since  the  late  1940s 
— which  ended  in  a stand-off.  Mur- 
derous attacks  on  immigrants  by  Nazi 
skinheads  in  Rostock  and  elsewhere 
intensified  fears  throughout  Europe  of 
a strong  nationalist  Germany.  And  the 
Bundesbank’s  high  interest-rate  policy 
further  depressed  the  already  depressed 
West  European  economy  and  has  now 
thrown  world  financial  markets  into 
chaos. 

In  an  orgy  of  imperialist  triumphalism, 
only  yesterday  Bush  proclaimed  a “new 


world  order"  as  the  U.S.  war  machine 
devastated  Iraq.  Kohl  and  French  presi- 
dent Mitterrand  promised  a “United 
States  of  Europe."  But  the  end  of  the 
Cold  War  has  brought  increasing  disor- 
der and  interimperialist  conflict.  The 
uprising  of  black  and  Hispanic  poor  in 
Los  Angeles  last  spring,  the  German 
public  workers  strike,  the  Tokyo  stock 
crash  and  now  the  crisis  of  the  European 
Community  all  point  to  growing  insta- 
bility in  the  centers  of  world  capitalism. 
The  immediate  prospect  is  of  a period 
of  turmoil,  giving  rise  to  sharp  class 
struggles. 

A harbinger  is  the  explosion  of  work- 
ers’ rage  in  Italy  following  the  devaluation 
of  the  lira  and  devastating  austerity  meas- 
ures proclaimed  by  the  Italian  government 
under  orders  from  Frankfurt  bankers. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers  have 
poured  into  the  piazzas  denouncing  the 
sellout  union  tops.  And  Greece,  the  poor- 
est country  in  the  European  Community, 
is  now  convulsed  by  massive  strikes  of 
more  than  a million  workers,  from  bus 
drivers  to  bank  clerks. 

Monetary  Order  and  Disorder 
From  Bretton  Woods  to 
Maastricht 

International  bankers  demand  a sys- 
tem of  Fixed  foreign-exchange  rates  so 
that  debtor  countries  cannot  repay  by 
inflating  and  devaluing  their  currencies. 
Instead,  debtor  states  have  to  pay  by 
extracting  real  wealth — in  Marx’s  term 
“surplus  value” — from  their  working 
class  and  other  toilers.  This  bankers’ 
order  was  embodied  in  the  gold  standard 
of  19th  century  capitalism.  All  major 
national  currencies  were  fixed  in  terms 
of  gold,  which  was  used  to  offset  imbal- 
ances in  trade.  The  gold  standard  was 
killed  off  by  the  inflationary  explosion 
accompanying  the  First  imperialist  world 


war  of  1914-18,  and  the  effort  to  resur- 
rect it  was  buried  under  the  wreckage  of 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930s. 

At  the  1945  Bretton  Woods  conference 
after  World  War  II,  the  victorious  and 
predominant  American  imperialist  state 
installed  an  international  monetary  sys- 
tem based  on  its  own  national  currency. 
The  dollar  was  Fixed  and  exchangeable 
into  gold  at  a set  price  ($35  an  ounce); 
other  currencies  were  supposed  to  be 
pegged  to  the  dollar.  The  subsequent 


weakening  of  U.S.  economic  and  polit- 
ical power  in  the  capitalist  world,  accel- 
erated by  the  defeat  in  the  Vietnam  War. 
led  to  the  breakdown  of  the  Bretton 
Woods  system.  In  1971,  U.S.  president 
Nixon  devalued  the  dollar  in  terms  of 
gold,  ushering  in  a period  of  interna- 
tional monetary  anarchy. 

Freed  from  the  “discipline"  of  Fixed 
exchange  rates,  capitalist  governments 
financed  their  budget  deFicits  by  printing 
more  money.  Balance-of-trade  deFicits 
were  “adjusted”  by  currency  devalua- 
tion. The  1970s  was  a decade  of  accel- 
erating global  inflation,  fueled  by  the 
price  boom  in  oil  and  other  natural 
resource  commodities.  World  bankers 
began  screaming  for  the  restoration  of 
monetary  “discipline."  But  American 
capitalism  was  no  longer  strong  enough 
to  enforce  such  discipline  on  a global 
scale. 

West  European  Finance  capital,  dom- 
inated by  the  banking  houses  of  Frank- 
furt, moved  to  restore  a fixed  exchange 
rate  system  on  a regional  basis.  Set  up 
in  1979,  the  European  Monetary  System 
was  later  exalted  by  British  Tory 
(Conservative)  leader  John  Major  as  “a 
modern-day  gold  standard  with  the 
deutschmark  as  the  anchor."  Formally, 
national  currencies  were  pegged  to  the 
so-called  ECU  (European  Currency  Unit), 


an  artificial  unit  of  account  which  is 
actually  the  D-mark  in  drag.  Member 
states  could  change  the  value  of  their 
currency  vis-^-vis  the  ECU  only  within 
a narrow  range. 

The  creation  of  the  European  Mone- 
tary System  was  part  of  a general  pro- 
gram in  the  dominant  capitalist  countries 
to  eradicate  the  inflationary  conditions 
of  the  1970s.  New  right-wing  regimes — 
Thatcher  in  Britain,  Reagan  in  the  U.S., 
Kohl  in  West  Germany — came  to  power 
pledging  tight  money  and  cuts  in  gov- 
ernment spending  for  social  programs. 
These  deflationary  policies  helped  push 
the  capitalist  world  into  the  depression 
of  1982-83  as  unemployment  in  North 
America  and  West  Europe  reached  the 
highest  levels  since  the  1930s.  The 
depression  also  broke  the  boom  in  com- 
modity prices,  forcing  poor  Third  World 
countries  to  repay  their  loans  from  Wall 
Street,  the  City  of  London  and  Frankfurt 
at  far  higher  real  interest  rates  than  when 
these  loans  were  contracted. 

In  the  early  1980s,  France  under  the 
new  social-democratic  regime  of  Fran- 
cois Mitterrand  at  First  tried  to  swim 
against  the  economic  stream  with  expan- 
sionary fiscal  and  monetary  policies  in 
the  face  of  world  deflation.  The  French 
Socialists’  attempt  at  “Keynesianism  in 
one  country”  led  to  massive  capital 
flight,  forcing  successive  devaluations  of 
the  franc.  In  1983,  the  Mitterrand  regime 
did  a sharp  U-tum  and  has  since  carried 
out  austerity  policies  in  the  name  of  the 
franc  fort  (strong  franc)  which  would 
meet  the  exacting  standards  of  right- 
wing  monetarists.  French  workers  paid 
the  price  with  a decade  of  mass  unem- 


ployment, particularly  among  youth  and 
immigrant  workers. 

Having  humbled  the  French  social 
democrats,  the  Frankfurt  bankers — 
backed  up  by  Wall  Street — were  able  to 
keep  the  poorer  Mediterranean  countries 
of  the  European  Community  in  line.  An 
economist  with  the  central  bank  of 
Greece  noted  that  the  European  Mone- 
tary System  (EMS)  “imposed  greater 
discipline  on  the  policies  of  inflation- 
prone  countries."  The  ruling  classes  of 
Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal  accepted  the 
discipline  of  the  EMS  in  exchange  for 
the  financial  backing  of  the  D-mark.  In 
principle,  the  Bundesbank  was  commit- 
ted to  defending  the  existing  exchange 
value  of  the  lira,  peseta  and  escudo,  thus 
making  the  southern  tier  of  the  European 
Community  more  attractive  to  foreign 
investors. 

Amid  the  mood  of  capitalist  trium- 
phalism over  the  ascendancy  of  counter- 
revolution in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  rulers  of  capitalist  West 
Europe  proclaimed  their  intent  to  estab- 
lish a common  currency.  However,  un- 
derlying the  Maastricht  agreement  were 
conflicting  programs  as  to  how  a cur- 
rency union  would  operate  in  practice. 
French  and  Spanish  social  democrats 
envisaged  a European  central  bank 
which  would  dilute  the  present  power  of 
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Trainloads  of  refugees  flee  nationalist  bloodletting  in  Bosnia.  German 
imperialism  instigated  breakup  of  Yugoslavia. 


Rostock: 
murderous 
pogroms  against 
immigrants  by 
Nazi-led  gangs 
heightened 
European  fears 
of  a resurgent 
nationalist 
Germany. 
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the  Bundesbank  and  more  generously 
provide  ECUs  to  cover  their  budget  and 
balance-of-payments  deficits. 

Fat  chance!  German  bankers  insist 
that  a European  currency  union  must  be 
a dictatorship  of  financiers,  dedicated  to 
tight  money  and  free  from  even  a sem- 
blance of  democratic  or  popular  control. 
In  the  words  of  former  Bundesbank  head 
Karl-Otto  Pohl: 

"If  we  are  to  have  a European  monetary 
regime,  then  it  has  to  be  as  good  as. 
for  example,  the  Bundesbank's.  And  a 
European  central  bank  can  only  achieve 
price  stability  if  it  is  independent  in  its 
monetary  policies  of  the  EC  institutions 
and  governments." 

— Alberta  M.  Sbragia,  ed., 
Euro-Politics:  Institutions  and 
Policymaking  in  the  'New' 
European  Community 
(Brookings  Institution,  1992) 

Pohl’s  colleagues  have  now  destroyed 
the  existing  European  monetary  regime 
even  as  the  Maastricht  treaty  is  being 
debated. 

Bundesbank  Torpedoes 
European  Monetary  System 

In  the  1960s,  the  Common  Market 
was  viewed  by  many  Europeans  as  an 
American  plot  to  economically  dominate 
the  continent.  This  was  the  theme  of 
French  journalist  Jean-Jacques  Servan- 
Schreiber’s  famous  book,  Le  deft 
amiricain  (The  American  Challenge). 
Today  German  publicist  Theo  Sommer, 
chief  editorial  writer  for  Die  Zeit,  whose 
publisher  is  former  Social  Democratic 
chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt,  writes  of  a 
united  Europe  as  a bulwark  against  the 
U.S.  and  Japan: 

“The  danger  cannot  be  completely  dis- 
missed that  the  triangular  cooperation  of 
Europe-North  America-Japan  may  give 
way  on  three  sides  and  the  trilateral 
cooperative  world  of  today  could  be 
replaced  by  a world  of  three  colliding 
blocs....  If  the  fatal  course  of  events 
cannot  be  prevented,  then  a single, 
united,  unified  Europe  of  the  peoples  of 
the  Old  World  would  at  least  offer  the 
best  chance  for  self-assertion.” 

Hitler,  too,  saw  a Festung  Europa  (For- 
tress Europe)  as  the  Old  World’s  best 
chance  at  “self-assertion." 

However,  German  reunification  and  the 
collapse  of  Soviet  power,  far  from  giving 
an  impetus  to  greater  European  "unity,” 
had  just  the  opposite  effect.  These  devel- 
opments sharply  increased  the  conflicts 
of  interest  among  the  bourgeois  national 
states  comprising  the  European  Commu- 
nity. During  the  Cold  War,  West  Germany 
served  as  paymaster  of  the  NATO  alliance 
against  the  Soviet  Union.  In  a 1979  state- 
ment by  the  international  Spartacist  ten- 
dency urging  a boycott  of  the  elections 
to  the  phony  European  parliament  in 
Strasbourg,  we  wrote: 

"The  EEC  (European  Economic  Com- 
munity] was  originally  set  up  in  the  mid- 
1950s  as  part  of  the  American-directed 
reorganization  of  West  Europe  against 
the  Soviet  bloc.  Washington  policymak- 
ers were  concerned  that  French  opposi- 
tion to  German  dominance  of  Europe 
could  lead  to  a revival  of  Paris'  tradi- 
tional alliance  with  Moscow,  as  in  the 
1935  Stalin-Laval  pact.  The  Common 
Market  was  and  remains  an  economic 
compromise  essentially  between  the 
French  and  German  ruling  classes  in  the 
context  of  their  political/military  alliance 
against  the  USSR." 

— "Down  with  the  Common 
Market  of  NATO  Europe!" 

WV  No.  233,  8 June  1979 

In  the  1960s,  for  example,  French 
president  Charles  de  Gaulle  could  pres- 
sure Bonn  into  granting  better  economic 
terms  in  the  Common  Market  by  threat- 
ening to  pursue  friendlier  relations  with 
Moscow.  Germany’s  perpetual  and  large 
trade  surpluses  provided  the  financial 
resources  to  prop  up  the  weaker  cur- 
rencies in  the  EMS,  funnel  some  aid  to 
the  poorer  Mediterranean  countries,  and 
piece  off  the  restive  French  farmers 
through  the  Common  Agricultural  Pol- 
icy. But  German  reunification  led  to 
a sudden  redirection  of  international 
capital  flows  to  the  detriment  of  West 
Europe. 

After  dismantling  the  industrial  base 
of  the  former  DDR.  Bonn  had  to  put  mil- 
lions of  impoverished  and  unemployed 
east  Germans  on  the  dole.  Last  year,  gov- 
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Trotskyist  League  of  France  calls  “For  workers  mobilizations  to  crush  the 
fascists!  Full  citizenship  rights  for  immigrants!”  in  demonstration  against  Le 
Pen’s  fascist  National  Front  in  1988. 


emment  transfers  to  east  Germany  totaled 
180  billion  D-marks  (equivalent  to  $130 
billion).  This  amounted  to  a mammoth 
internal  export  subsidy  for  west  German 
manufacturers.  Additionally,  Bonn  spent 
75  billion  D-marks  to  support  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary Yeltsin  regime  in  Russia 
and  another  105  billion  in  East  Europe 
to  turn  the  former  deformed  workers  states 
into  Deutsche  Bank  neocolonies. 

Germany’s  previously  small  budget 
deficits  ballooned  up  to  3.5  percent  of 
gross  national  product  (proportionally 
greater  than  the  deficits  of  France  or 
Britain)  and  absorbed  50  percent  of  per- 
sonal savings.  Last  year,  for  the  first  time 
in  a decade,  Germany  ran  a balance-of- 
trade  deficit.  German  publicist  Josef 
Joffe  summarized  the  economic  conse- 
quences of  reunification:  "massive  def- 
icit spending,  massive  borrowing  and  a 
nasty  bout  of  inflation."  As  Joffe 
quipped,  Germany  had  become  a junkie 
in  charge  of  the  coke  supply. 

Not  everyone  in  German  ruling  circles 
shared  the  illusion  that  the  country’s  eco- 
nomic strength  was  great  enough  to  dom- 
inate Europe  from  Moscow  to  Lisbon. 
Back  in  1990,  the  Bundesbank  criticized 
Kohl  for  offering  too  much  in  the  lev- 
eraged buyout  of  the  DDR  and  its  pres- 
ident resigned  in  protest.  Subsequently 
the  Bundesbank  jacked  up  interest  rates 
to  postwar  highs  to  finance  the  reunifi- 
cation deficit  without  depreciating  the 
sacred  deutschmark.  The  discount  rate 
charged  to  member  banks  jumped  from 
3.5  percent  in  1989  to  8 percent  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year.  At  the  same  time, 
the  Bundesbank — backed  up  by  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  (the  world 
bankers'  cartel) — demanded  that  the 
Kohl  regime  slash  the  budget  deficit  at 
the  expense  of  German  working  people. 

German  capital  has  tried  to  ease  the 
economic  overextension  by  increasing 
the  rate  of  exploitation  of  its  own  work- 
ing class,  organizationally  the  most  pow- 
erful proletariat  in  Europe.  This  led  to 
the  transport  and  public  workers  strike 
last  spring,  which  ended  in  a political 
defeat  for  the  Kohl  regime  and  an  eco- 
nomic defeat  for  the  European  bourgeoi- 


sies (see  "Strikes  Rock  Kohl's  Ger- 
many.” WV  No.  552,  29  May). 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  strike,  the  Bun- 
desbank ratcheted  interest  rates  still 
higher.  Carlo  de  Benedetti,  chairman  of 
Italy’s  Olivetti,  explained  this  move  was 
"designed  to  brake  internal  demand, 
attract  foreign  capital  and  unload  some 
of  the  cost  of  reunification  on  to  Ger- 
many’s neighbours”  ( Financial  Times 
[London],  15  September). 

Instead  of  the  supposed  “locomotive" 
pulling  forward  the  West  European  econ- 
omy, Germany  became  the  great  com- 
pressor. Countries  with  10  percent  plus 
unemployment,  like  Italy  and  Britain, 
had  to  increase  their  own  interest  rales, 
further  depressing  their  economies,  to 
prevent  a massive  outflow  of  capital  to 
Frankfurt.  "High  German  rates  are  hurt- 
ing everybody,"  exclaimed  one  British 
businessman. 

All  central  bankers  are  contemptuous 
of  everybody  else.  But  the  directors  of 
the  Bundesbank  act  as  if  they  were  gods 
of  the  deutschmark  ruling  over  a profane 
humanity.  German  bankers  and  their 
political  agents  responded  to  interna- 
tional complaints  over  high  interest  rates 
with  snarling  defiance.  "We  cannot 
accept  that  others  push  us  around  on 
interest  rates,"  snapped  a high  official 
in  Bonn’s  finance  ministry  (New  York 
Times,  22  July). 

One  has  to  wonder  whether  the  man- 
darins of  the  Bundesbank  did  not  delib- 
erately sabotage  the  Maastricht  treaty, 
fearing  that  the  proposed  currency  union 
would  threaten  their  bureaucratic  fiat 
and  eventually  devalue  the  financial 
assets  of  German  capital.  It  took  no  spe- 
cial insight  to  see  that  sky-high  German 
interest  rates  were  putting  pressure  on 
the  weaker  currencies  in  the  EMS.  like 
the  lira  and  pound,  and  were  fueling  pop- 
ular opposition  to  European  “unity” 
under  German  dominion.  The  “no”  vote 
on  Maastricht  in  the  Danish  referendum 
in  June  set  off  alarm  bells  in  European 
capitals,  and  Mitterrand  staked  his  polit- 
ical future  on  the  upcoming  French  ref- 
erendum. So  when  German  bankers  told 
the  rest  of  Europe  to  go  to  hell,  they 


must  have  known  that’s  exactly  what 
would  happen. 

The  unraveling  began  in  the  northern 
tier  of  capitalist  Europe.  In  early  Septem- 
ber. the  Finnish  markka  was  devalued  and 
speculative  pressure  spilled  over  the  bor- 
der into  Sweden.  Since  Finland  and  Swe- 
den are  not  members,  only  satellites,  of 
the  European  Community,  the  currency 
turmoil  in  Scandinavia  did  not  directly 
threaten  the  EMS.  Italy,  however,  was 
another  matter,  for  the  Germans  were  sup- 
posedly committed  to  defending  the  value 
of  the  lira.  After  the  Bundesbank  shelled 
out  24  billion  marks  trying  to  repel  the 
speculative  sharks  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  Germans  cut  their  losses.  On  Septem- 
ber 1 3,  the  lira  was  devalued  by  7 percent 
against  the  D-mark. 

As  a sop  to  international  opinion,  the 
Bundesbank,  reportedly  after  a secret 
visit  from  Kohl,  announced  the  long- 
demanded  cut  in  interest  rales... by  1/4 
of  one  percent.  This  was  so  insultingly 
minimal  that  it  was  a signal  to  interna- 
tional financiers  that  Italy,  Britain  and 
the  rest  were  on  their  own.  For  the  espe- 
cially obtuse,  Bundesbank  head  Helmut 
Schlesinger  told  the  business  press 
straight  out  that  additional  currency 
realignments  were  necessary. 

So  the  lira  took  a further  beating  and 
currency  traders  along  with  major  for- 
eign investors  in  Britain — e.g..  Ameri- 
can mutual  and  pension  funds — dumped 
pounds  like  crazy.  The  Tory  government 
of  John  Major,  with  bitter  recriminations 
against  the  Germans,  announced  that 
Britain  was  suspending  its  membership 
in  the  EMS  and  devaluing  sterling.  There 
is  a nice  irony  here.  A couple  of  years 
ago  Major  opposed  and  ousted  Margaret 
Thatcher  in  the  name  of  greater  cooper- 
ation within  the  European  Community — 
i.e.,  closer  links  between  the  City  of  Lon- 
don and  Frankfurt  banks. 

The  European  Monetary  System — a 
key  element  in  the  financial  order  of  cap- 
italist Europe  for  over  a decade — is  kaput. 
The  ECU  is  as  dead  as  the  dodo.  Sure, 
Kohl  and  Mitterrand  are  pretending  that 
the  system  can  be  salvaged  and  even  that 
plans  for  a currency  union  can  go  forward 
at  a slower  pace.  International  financiers 
know  better.  Foreign  investors  in  Britain 
lost  billions  because  they  took  the  EMS 
at  face  value,  believing  the  pound  was 
as  good  as  the  D-mark.  If  next  month 
Kohl.  Mitterrand  and  Major  signed  in 
their  own  blood  a treaty  pledging  that 
the  deutschmark.  franc  and  pound  will 
exchange  at  a fixed  rate  forever  more, 
not  a single  financier  on  the  face  of  the 
planet  would  believe  them. 

Popular  Revolt  Against 
Maastricht 

The  Maastricht  treaty  was  killed  by 
the  increasing  conflicts  of  interest  be- 
tween the  major  European  bourgeois 
states  under  the  pressure  of  international 
finance  capital.  Nonetheless,  the  pros- 
pect of  a European  capitalist  super- 
state— although  in  fact  illusory — pro- 
duced considerable  political  turmoil  for 
months,  polarized  public  opinion,  and 
led  to  bitter  rifts  in  the  major  bourgeois 
and  social-democratic  parties. 

continued  on  page  8 


French  auto 
workers  at 
Renault-Cldon 
strike  in  1991 
against  Mitterrand, 
social-democratic 
agent  of  French 
capital. 


2 OCTOBER  1992 


7 


Euro-Chaos... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

Mitterrand,  Kohl  and  the  other  archi- 
tects of  Maastricht  expected  to  push  the 
treaty  through  the  various  national  par- 
liaments with  little  public  debate.  Only 
two  of  the  smallest  countries  in  the 
European  Community,  Denmark  and  Ire- 
land, originally  scheduled  popular  refer- 
endums  on  the  question,  and  approval 
was  assumed  to  be  automatic. 

Yet  as  the  implications  of  the  new  EC 
treaty  became  clear,  there  emerged  a 
groundswell  of  opposition  expressing  all 
manner  of  popular  discontent.  There  is 
fear  of  German  dominance  in  Europe  as 
well  as  national  egotism  in  Germany 
itself  (“We  won't  give  up  our  beloved 
deutschmark").  Fascists  and  right-wing 
demagogues  appealed  to  chauvinist  hos- 
tility to  immigration,  supposedly  to  be 
liberalized  under  Maastricht.  On  the 
other  hand,  class-conscious  workers 
recognized  that  the  proposed  currency 
union  was  intended  to  hold  down 
and  slash  wages  and  social  benefits. 
More  generally.  Maastricht  became  a 
symbol  of  the  arrogant  European  rul- 
ing elites — the  jet-setting  bankers  and 
corporate  executives,  the  high  govern- 
ment officials  with  their  bodyguards 
and  limos,  staying  in  posh  hotels  as 
they  made  the  rounds  of  endless  EC 
conferences. 

“Why  should  Brussels  make  our 
laws?"  was  the  main  line  of  the  victori- 
ous Danish  opposition.  In  fact,  no  laws 
are  made  in  the  EC  headquarters  at  Brus- 
sels, only  agreements  between  the  mem- 
ber states  which  can  and  do  tear  them 
up  at  will.  Both  right-wingers  (Britain’s 
Thatcher)  and  left-wingers  (France’s 
Jean-Pierre  Chevenement)  peddle  the 
false  notion  that  the  European  Commu- 
nity is  run  by  a clique  of  faceless  tech- 
nocrats. The  real  locus  of  policymaking 
in  the  EC  is  the  Council  of  Ministers, 
consisting  of  the  foreign  ministers  of  the 
member  states.  The  foreign  ministers 
meet  behind  closed  doors,  without  press 
coverage,  and  their  deliberations  are  not 
made  public.  This  allows  them  to  blame 
unpopular  policies  on  those  famous  face- 
less Brussels  bureaucrats. 

The  European  Community  is  not  an 
embryonic  superstate;  it  is  an  alliance 
of  bourgeois  national  states  balancing 
their  often-conflicting  interests.  When 
those  interests  become  seriously  out  of 
balance,  then  EC  treaties,  policies  and 
institutions  count  for  nothing  at  all.  Wit- 
ness the  present  spectacular  collapse  of 
the  European  Monetary  System. 

Even  the  smallest  member  states  can 
negotiate  their  own  terms.  Look  at  Ire- 
land. The  Dublin  government  demanded 
and  got  a special  dispensation  that 
EC  policy  could  not  override  Ireland’s 
constitutional  ban  on  abortion.  So  much 
for  the  efforts  of  social  democrats 
and  liberals  to  portray  the  European 
Community  as  a bastion  of  "human 
rights"! 

After  the  Danish  "no,”  the  European 
bourgeoisies  realized  they  had  to  do 
some  heavy  political  damage  control.  So 
Mitterrand,  self-assured  of  easy  approval 
in  a country  that  had  been  the  prime 
mover  of  the  Common  Market,  called 
a popular  referendum  in  France.  But 
everything  Mitterrand  touches  these 
days  turns  to  crap.  A maneuver  intended 
to  bolster  the  EC  helped  shatter  the  exist- 
ing financial  order  of  West  Europe. 

Even  more  so  than  in  Denmark,  the 
referendum  in  France  tapped  into  ele- 
mental— centrally  working-class — hos- 
tility to  the  ruling  establishment.  The 
media  portrayed  this  opposition  as  an 
infatuation  with  “national  sovereignty" 
stoked  by  fear  of  German  dominance  in 
a “united"  Europe.  The  fascist  Le  Pen. 
of  course,  was  ranting  that  Maastricht 
would  flood  France  with  immigrants 
and  got  a hearing  even  in  working-class 
areas.  While  there  was  certainly  nation- 
alistic sentiment  motivating  the  “no” 
vote,  this  was  combined  with  an  in- 
stinctive recognition  that  the  European 


Community  is  an  agency  of  the  Paris 
bourse  and  Frankfurt  bankers. 

The  maverick  social  democrat  Che- 
venement and  the  Communist  Party 
sought  to  exploit  opposition  to  Maas- 
tricht in  the  name  of  nationalistic  refor- 
mism. Chevenement  declaimed  dema- 
gogically: “How  many  million  more 
unemployed  people  will  have  to  pay  for 
the  blindness  of  European  technocrats  in 
the  service  of  financial  capital?”  How- 
ever, his  program  of  economic  autarky 
and  inflationary  finance  will  not  reduce 
unemployment  one  whit;  it  will  simply 
repeat  the  debacle  of  the  early  Mitter- 
rand regime  in  which  he  was  a leading 
figure. 

While  this  was  clearly  Mitterrand's 
referendum,  the  conservative  bourgeois 
opposition  campaigned  for  ratification  of 
the  EC  treaty  (although  the  neo-Gaullist 
Chirac  did  so  reluctantly  and  half- 
heartedly, with  his  party  split  on  the 
question).  The  intellectual  elite  and 
media  superstars  (Alain  Delon,  pop 


singer  Johnny  Halliday)  were  mobilized 
for  a “yes”  vote  by  Socialist  cultural  czar 
Jack  Lang.  All  the  beautiful  people  in 
France  were,  bien  stir,  for  Maastricht. 

With  haute-bourgeois  arrogance,  the 
director  of  Le  Monde , Jacques  Lesourne, 
wrote:  "Maastricht  seems  to  have 
become  for  a number  of  our  fellow  cit- 
izens the  scapegoat  for  all  our  ills,  the 
referendum  the  occasion  for  a great  let- 
ting off  of  steam.”  But  the  men  who  run 
the  European  Community  are  not  scape- 
goats; they  really  and  truly  exploit  and 
degrade  the  working  people  of  France 
and  the  rest  of  Europe.  They  are  respon- 
sible for  the  unemployed  steel  workers 
of  Lorraine  and  dockers  of  Marseilles. 
The  Maastricht  referendum  gave  un- 
employed steel  workers  and  dockers  a 
small  opportunity  to  defy  the  masters  of 
Europe. 

The  Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France, 
French  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League,  stated: 

“We  call  for  a no  vote... knowing  that  a 
victory  of  the  ’no.’  by  weakening  a little 
more  this  anti-working  class,  anti- 
immigrant and  anti-Soviet  regime,  would 
open  a breach  which  the  working  class 
could  lake  advantage  of." 

— Le  Bolchtvik  No.  1 20. 

September  1992 

In  urging  a “no"  vote  against  Maastricht, 
the  LTF  emphasized  the  need  for  class- 
struggle  opposition  to  anti-immigrant 
racism,  calling  for  union-based  mass 
mobilization  to  crush  the  fascists  and  for 
full  citizenship  rights  for  “immigrants” 
(including  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
who  have  lived  and  worked  in  France 
for  decades). 

The  pseudo-Trotskyist  Ligue  Commu- 
niste  R6volutionnaire,  supporters  of 
Ernest  Mandel,  favored  a “no"  vote  as 
a pressure  tactic  to  renegotiate  the  EC 
treaty  in  a social-democratic  spirit,  put- 
ting forward  a program  which  did  not 
even  speak  of  "socialism,”  much  less 
proletarian  revolution.  Instead  the  LCR 
called  for  “a  social  Europe"  which 
“instead  of  crushing  rights  by  the  laws 
of  the  market,  creates  harmony  from  the 
top,"  “for  a Europe  that  generalizes  the 


35-hour  workweek  and  points  to  a uni- 
fied minimum  wage  of  a thousand 
ECUs"  ( Dossier  Rouge  No.  42.  June 
1992).  "A  thousand  ECUs,"  Your  Maj- 
esty, and  nothing  less — that’s  what  these 
valiant  “revolutionaries"  demand!  But  so 
long  as  capitalism  remains,  the  rights  of 
the  working  people  and  poor  will  be 
crushed  by  the  market.  Talk  of  turning 
the  EC  into  a "social  Europe"  is  to  lull 
the  workers  with  reformist  pipe  dreams. 

Far  worse  was  the  abstentionist  line 
of  the  workerist  philistines  of  Lutte 
Ouvri^re.  LO  has  made  its  trademark 
tailing  after  the  moods  of  the  backward 
sections  of  the  working  class  (often  put- 
ting it  in  close  proximity  to  racist  right- 
ists). But  this  time  their  fear  of  the  Mit- 
terrand regime  falling  carried  the  day. 
Since  LO  candidates  have  gotten  about 
2 percent  of  the  vote  in  recent  French 
elections,  their  call  for  abstention  may 
well  have  prevented  the  outright  rejec- 
tion of  the  EC  treaty — which  would  have 
been  a decisive  political  defeat  for  the 


social-democratic  lackeys  of  the  Paris 
bourse  and  a humiliation  for  the  entire 
European  bourgeois  order. 

The  most  striking  thing  about  the  ref- 
erendum was  the  clear  and  overwhelm- 
ing class  division  between  “yes"  and 
“no."  with  the  working  class  voting  60 
percent  against.  Le  Monde  (22  Septem- 
ber) headlined  that  in  the  Paris  region 
“Only  the  Red  Belt  Voted  Against."  The 
results  illuminated  the  economic  geog- 
raphy of  France  today.  Bourgeois  Paris 
and  ski  resorts  of  the  Rhone-Alpes  voted 
“yes”;  the  depressed  Nord  de  Calais,  suf- 
fering the  decline  of  its  traditional  heavy 
industry,  and  the  poor  port  of  Marseilles 
voted  "no."  In  one  sense,  the  opposition 
won  even  before  the  vote  was  taken.  The 
prospect  of  a “no”  vote  fed  into  the  cur- 
rency crisis  which  exposed  the  fraud  of 
the  project  for  an  economic  and  political 
union  of  capitalist  Europe. 

For  a Socialist  United  States 
of  Europe! 

In  the  heady  days  after  Maastricht, 
Kohl  declared:  “What  I want  is  a United 
States  of  Europe."  But  even  Rudolf 
Augstein,  editor  of  the  influential  Der 
Spiegel,  noted  that  this  is  not  possible 
without  war:  "To  found  a state  like  in 
the  19th  century,  which  Italy,  the  German 
Reich  and  the  U.S.A.  accomplished  then, 
is  today  no  longer  a conceivable  under- 
taking without  war"  (“L’Europe  oui, 
Maastricht  non,"  Der  Spiegel,  14  Sep- 
tember). Of  course,  it  was  not  possible 
then,  either,  without  the  wars  waged  by 
Cavour,  Bismarck  and  Lincoln.  More- 
over, attempts  to  create  a united  capital- 
ist Europe  are  inherently  reactionary. 
Lenin  wrote  in  1915: 

“From  the  standpoint  of  the  economic 
conditions  of  imperialism — i.e.,  the 
export  of  capital  and  the  division  of  the 
world  by  the  ‘advanced’  and  ’civilized' 
colonial  powers — a United  States  of 
Europe,  under  capitalism,  is  either 
impossible  or  reactionary  . . 

"Of  course,  temporary  agreements  are 
possible  between  capitalists  and  between 
states.  In  this  sense  a United  States  of 
Europe  is  possible  as  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  European  capitalists  ..but  to 


what  end?  Only  for  the  purpose  of  jointly 
suppressing  socialism  in  Europe,  of 
jointly  protecting  colonial  booty  against 
Japan  and  America...." 

— V.l.  Lenin,  "On  the  Slogan 
for  a United  States  of 
Europe”  (August  1915) 

As  has  been  widely  noted,  the  "post- 
Cold  War  world"  is  tending  toward 
the  formation  of  three  main  economic 
blocs:  German-dominated  Europe.  U.S.- 
dominated  North  America,  and  Japanese- 
dominated  East  Asia.  In  the  short  run, 
the  collapse  of  the  Maastricht  project 
will  tend  to  politically  favor  America, 
which  can  more  easily  play  off  the  Euro- 
pean bourgeoisies  against  each  other.  But 
even  if  German  imperialism  emerges 
from  a period  of  post-Maastricht  turmoil 
strengthened  and  more  able  to  impose 
its  will  economically  (and  militarily),  this 
would  point  not  to  an  era  of  harmony 
and  prosperity  but  to  interimperialist  war. 

The  European  workers  are  in  a race 
against  time.  Economic  conditions  and 
official  policy  are  pushing  toward  class 
battles  in  which  the  labor  movement 
must  mobilize  its  strength  or  face 
sharp  cuts  in  its  living  standards. 
Employer/govemment  attacks  on  health 
care  in  Germany,  the  bosses’  final  assault 
on  the  scala  mobile  (sliding  scale  of 
wages,  to  compensate  for  inflation)  in 
Italy,  a concerted  union-busting  offen- 
sive in  France  are  already  underway.  And 
throughout  Europe,  racist  attacks  on 
immigrant  communities  are  rampant. 

The  biggest  obstacles  to  workers 
struggles  and  defense  against  racist 
attacks  are  the  reformist  leaderships  of 
the  mass  workers  parties  and  unions. 
Italian  worker  militants  have  expressed 
this  in  pelting  the  sellout  labor  chief 
Trentin  with  coins.  But  such  outbursts 
of  justified  anger  and  rage  are  not 
enough — a genuinely  communist  leader- 
ship must  be  forged  on  a revolutionary 
program. 

Capitalist  counterrevolution  has 
brought  untold  misery  and  fratricidal 
nationalism  to  the  peoples  of  East 
Europe.  Yet  the  nascent  bourgeois  states, 
from  Walesa's  Poland  to  Milosevic's 
Serbia,  are  extremely  weak  and  fragile. 
The  Yeltsin  regime  in  Russia.  Kravchuk 
in  the  Ukraine,  etc.,  are  ripping  apart  the 
USSR  in  order  to  transform  the  remnants 
into  neocolonies  of  Wall  Street.  Frank- 
furt and  Tokyo.  To  prevent  this  catastro- 
phe, the  multinational  Soviet  working 
class  must  defeat  the  forces  of  capitalist 
restoration  and  restore  the  USSR  on  the 
basis  of  Leninist  principles. 

The  workers  of  East  Europe  face  not 
only  economic  immiseration  but  also 
imperialist-manipulated  wars  such  as 
those  now  raging  in  the  Balkans.  The 
workers  of  West  Europe  face  attacks  on 
their  living  standards  as  their  imperialist 
rulers  move  to  establish  neocolonial 
regimes  in  the  East.  Like  the  pre-1914 
period,  the  stage  is  set  for  intense  inter- 
imperialist rivalry  and  war.  The  blood- 
sucking banks  and  multinationals  must  be 
defeated  and  expropriated  through  revo- 
lutionary class  struggle.  Only  a Socialist 
United  States  of  Europe — based  on  a 
planned  and  equitable  division  of  labor — 
can  provide  a decent  and  secure  life  for 
all  working  people  from  the  coal  miners 
of  Siberia  to  the  agricultural  workers  of 
Portugal.  ■ 
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German  public  service  and  transport  workers  strike  in  May  fought  Kohl 
regime's  attempt  to  make  working  class  pay  costs  of  capitalist  reunification. 
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Hot  Autumn 
in  Italy... 

( continued  from  page  1 ) 

the  Amato  government  thought  it  could 
finally  break  the  back  of  the  combative 
Italian  proletariat.  Instead  they  lit  a 
match,  and  like  the  fires  of  the  popular 
upheaval  in  Los  Angeles,  or  the  union 
power  displayed  in  the  recent  German 
public  workers  strike,  the  red  flags  flying 
in  the  piazzas  throughout  Italy  show  that 
capitalist  triumphalism  about  the  “death 
of  communism"  has  not  overcome  the 
class  struggle. 

Indeed,  the  Italian  bourgeoisie  and  its 
labor  lieutenants  have  clearly  lost  con- 
trol of  the  situation.  At  Florence  on 
September  22,  Bruno  Trentin,  general 
secretary  of  the  CGIL  trade-union  fed- 
eration, was  pelted  with  a hail  of 
eggs,  tomatoes,  red  paint  and  bolts  from 
workers  shouting  "sellout”  and  “traitor.” 
The  scene  was  repeated  in  Milano's 
Piazza  Duomo  the  next  day,  as  workers 
tossed  worthless,  devalued  coins  at 
union  speakers.  Likewise  in  Piacenza 
and  Ferrara,  while  in  Bologna  they  added 
potatoes  and  in  Genova  stones.  The 
ranks  were  up  in  arms  over  the  agree- 
ment by  the  union  tops  to  end  the  scala 
mobile  (the  cost-of-living  escalator — a 
hard-fought  gain  of  the  1969  class  bat- 
tles) in  exchange  for  the  lying  promise 
that  the  lira  would  not  be  further  deval- 
ued. As  an  added  insult,  Trentin  sealed 
the  deal  on  July  3 1 , just  as  workers  were 
leaving  on  August  holidays. 

Yet  on  September  1 3,  Amato  devalued 
the  lira  by  7 percent  against  the  Ger- 
man mark,  and  three  days  later  it  fell 
sharply  again  in  the  Europe-wide  mon- 
etary crisis.  Italy  is  on  the  verge  of  finan- 
cial collapse  (several  European  banks 
now  refuse  to  deal  in  lire).  Meanwhile, 
following  the  dictates  of  the  Bundes- 
bank in  Frankfurt  and  in  order  to  slash 
Italy’s  astronomical  budget  deficit  to 
comply  with  the  Maastricht  treaty  limits, 
the  Amato  government  decreed  a pack- 
age of  $75  billion  in  (Jjastic  spending 
cuts  and  tax  hikes.  This  includes  a wage 
freeze  and  hiring  freeze  in  the  public 
sector,  abolition  of  health  benefits  like 
free  medicine,  and  vicious  cuts  in  pen- 
sions. Retirees  whose  lifetimes  of  toil 
made  millions  for  the  Agnellis  and 
Pirellis  are  now  watching  their  savings 
and  pensions  eaten  up  by  galloping 
inflation. 

Amato  was  assisted  by  the  treachery 
of  the  union  tops,  who  are  now  justly 
despised  by  the  workers.  The  bourgeoi- 
sie, on  the  other  hand,  has  extended  its 
fullest  solidarity  to  its  labor  flunkeys. 
After  Trentin  was  booed  out  of  the 
strike  rally  in  Florence,  Italy’s  leading 
industrialists  and  politicians — from  Fiat 


boss  Agnelli  to  "Socialist"  prime  minis- 
ter Amato — launched  a violence-baiting 
campaign  against  Rifondazione  Com- 
unista  (RC),  the  "left"  split  from  the 
defunct  PCI.  In  the  recent  demon- 
strations, militant  workers  have  gravi- 
tated around  the  RC’s  red  banners.  Yet 
Rifondazione  leader  Armando  Cossutta 
condemned  the  "violence,"  and  appealed 
to  the  government  to  come  to  its  senses: 
"The  parties  of  the  majority  must  realize 
what  the  situation  is.  No  one  is  in  control 
of  the  factories.  And  if  we  are  able  to 
do  our  part,  it's  now  time  for  them  to 
begin  to  do  theirs.  Otherwise,  within  a 
week,  no  one  will  be  able  to  say  how  it 
will  end." 

— La  Repubblica,  25  September 

Italy  on  the  Razor’s  Edge 

As  we  noted  last  summer  amid  the 
wave  of  Mafia  bombings,  Italy  is  in  the 
grip  of  a far-reaching  economic  and 
political  crisis  (see  “Italian  Capitalists 
Demand  ‘Strong  State’,”  WV  No.  554. 
26  June).  The  bourgeoisie  has  literally 
stolen  the  wealth  of  the  country — the 
politicians  alone  are  estimated  to  purloin 
some  $6  to  12  billion  a year.  The  high- 
ways out  of  Milano,  the  banking  capital 
of  the  country,  are  jammed  on  Friday 
afternoons  when  the  bourgeoisie  smug- 
gles their  tangenti  (bribes  and  kickbacks) 
over  the  border  to  Swiss  bank  accounts. 
Much-publicized  corruption  trials  have 
filled  the  cells  of  San  Vittore  prison  with 
members  of  Milano’s  most  powerful 
families.  Leaders  of  virtually  every  par- 
liamentary party,  including  the  ex-PCI, 
are  under  indictment.  Meanwhile,  the 
country  is  running  an  annual  budget  def- 
icit of  almost  $140  billion — about  II 
percent  of  the  entire  gross  national 
product. 

The  current  dramatic  events  in  Italy 
are  not  nationally  isolated.  Far  from  it. 
They  are  the  direct  result  of  the  financial 
crisis  shaking  the  continent  and  the  con- 
flict over  the  Maastricht  treaty,  which 
go  straight  back  to  the  capitalist  reuni- 
fication of  Germany.  And  the  Italian 
bourgeoisie’s  drive  for  a "strong  state” 
has  been  fueled  by  the  Stalinist  collapse 
since  1989.  Today  Italy  is  the  weak  link 
of  imperialism  in  West  Europe.  And  the 
outcome  of  workers’  struggles  in  the 
peninsula  will  have  an  impact  from  Paris 
to  Moscow. 

Yet  in  the  face  of  Amato’s  cuts,  the 
Party  of  Democratic  Socialism  (PDS), 
the  main  remnant  of  the  PCI,  supinely 
accepts  "sacrifices"  in  the  name  of 
“European  unity."  But  talk  of  capitalist 
“unity”  of  Europe  is  a fraud  by  the  bank- 
ers and  bourgeois  politicians  which 
means  immiseration  of  the  working  peo- 
ple. It  means  an  offensive  against  immi- 
grant workers  waged  by  the  capitalist 
governments  and  racist  mobs.  And  it  is 
an  attempt  to  gear  up  for  trade  war 
against  the  American  and  Japanese  impe- 
rialist rivals.  In  recent  referendums  on 


Maastricht  in  Ireland  and  France,  the 
sections  of  the  International  Communist 
League  have  put  forward  internationalist 
opposition  to  a Europe  of  the  bosses 
while  fighting  for  a Socialist  United 
States  of  Europe,  which  will  grow  out 
of  sharp  class  struggles  such  as  the  Ital- 
ian workers  are  now  waging. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  boardrooms  of 


La  Repubblica 


Sellout  trade-union  leader  Bruno 
Trentin  was  pelted  with  worthless 
coins,  driven  out  of  strike  rally  in 
Florence. 

Milano  and  Torino  calls  are  being  raised 
for  an  "emergency  government"  to  “save 
Italy."  Fiat  chief  Giovanni  Agnelli  called 
at  a meeting  of  the  European  Monetary 
Union  for  a “strong  government  to  take 
unpopular  measures... cuts  in  expendi- 
tures, above  all  pensions  and  health"  ( La 
Repubblica , 27  May).  After  a govern- 
ment crisis  lasting  three  months,  they 
came  up  with  the  Amato  cabinet,  which 
despite  its  narrow  parliamentary  base 
has  proceeded  to  decree  the  measures 
demanded  by  Agnelli  & Co.  Now,  as 
cries  for  a general  strike  are  heard  in 
every  piazza  and  factory  in  Italy,  the 
labor  bureaucrats  of  the  CGIL,  CISL  and 
UIL  come  to  the  aid  of  the  bourgeoisie 
with  their  policy  of  “rotating  general 
strikes"  region  by  region  in  order  to 
avoid  a showdown  with  the  Amato 
government. 

While  the  union  tops  are  doing  their 
best  to  sabotage  the  strikes,  opposition 
within  the  unions  and  in  the  plants  is 
being  expressed  by  sections  of  the  work- 
ers leaving  the  unions  to  escape  the 
bureaucratic  straitjacket.  Part  of  this  dis- 
content has  been  channeled  into  various 
“comitate  di  base"  (rank-and-file  com- 
mittees). which  arose  first  among  gov- 
ernment workers  and  spread  to  the 
factories,  in  the  first  instance  the  Alfa 
Romeo  plant  in  Arese,  led  by  union  mil- 
itants coming  out  of  Democrazia  Pro- 
Ietaria.  While  the  "Cobas"  have  picked 


up  many  of  the  most  combative  sectors, 
by  abandoning  the  unions  they  have  left 
the  bulk  of  the  working  class  in  the  hands 
of  the  pro-capitalist  bureaucracy.  During 
the  Milano  strike  rally  of  September  24, 
after  UIL  leader  Veronese  fled  from  the 
platform,  the  Cobas  from  Alfa  staged  a 
breakaway  march  of  a bare  2,000  work- 
ers. leaving  the  rest  behind  to  listen  to 
more  left-talking  labor  fakers. 

With  the  bourgeoisie  attempting  to 
throw  the  working  class  back  30  years, 
what's  needed  is  a powerful  general 
strike  to  bring  down  the  Amato  govern- 
ment and  its  austerity  plans  and  to  re- 
store key  gains  such  as  a real  scala 
mobile.  Such  a political  mass  strike, 
while  beginning  as  a defensive  action, 
would  inevitably  and  very  quickly  pose 
the  question:  which  class  shall  rule?  To 
counteract  the  bureaucrats  and  provide 
a framework  to  mobilize  and  organize 
mass  participation,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  form  elected  strike  committees  at 
every  level.  In  a sharp  confrontation, 
these  could  develop  into  factory  coun- 
cils, as  in  1920,  and  soviets.  Such  bodies 
of  dual  power  would  have  to  organize 
workers  defense  guards,  in  the  first 
instance  to  defend  the  factories  and 
smash  the  fascists.  In  the  process,  they 
could  make  short  shrift  of  the  Nazi  skin- 
heads who  have  been  terrorizing  African 
immigrants. 

But  the  key  to  victory  is  a revolu- 
tionary leadership.  Too  many  times — 
in  1920-22,  1943-45,  1948.  1969— the 
workers  have  risen  up,  forming  factory 
councils,  militias,  etc.,  only  to  see  the 
struggle  dissipated  or  derailed  by  red- 
flag-waving  reformists  intent  on  rescu- 
ing the  bourgeoisie.  What’s  needed  is  a 
Bolshevik  party. 

Popular  Front  Against 
Workers  Revolt 

Meanwhile,  the  Italian  rulers  are  des- 
perately seeking  to  find  i way  out  of 
their  own  leadership  crisis  into  which 
the  workers’  protests  have  thrown 
them.  The  "Socialist"  (PS1)  prime  min- 
ister Amato  is  threatening  to  resign 
if  his  social  services  cuts  are  "thrown 
off  course.”  The  Christian  Democrats, 
whose  clientele  feeds  from  the  trough  of 
government  welfare  spending,  are  wor- 
ried that  Amato’s  package  could  end  up 
destroying  their  own  base.  And  if  the 
Republican  Party  (PRI)  of  La  Malfa, 
which  includes  Fiat  boss  Agnelli,  is 
opposed  to  the  government  program, 
it’s  only  because  it  doesn’t  go  far 
enough.  The  Italian  bourgeoisie  by  itself 
doesn’t  have  the  cohesion  to  confront 
the  enormous  pressures  generated  by  a 
deep  economic  crisis,  a hypertrophied 
state  apparatus  and  a combative  work- 
ing class. 

So  "far-seeing"  capitalists  are  now 
looking  to  the  PDS  to  pull  their 
continued  on  page  10 
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Chicago 

Defend  Abortion  Services 
at  Cook  County  Hospital! 


* i 


Starting  on  September  16,  abortion 
services  were  offered  at  Cook  County 
Hospital  for  the  first  time  in  12  years, 
under  an  executive  order  issued  by 
County  Board  president  Richard  Phelan. 
Anti-abortion  bigots  were  quick  to  tar- 
get the  poor  and  minority  women  who 
rely  on  the  public  hospital  as  their  sole 
source  of  medical  care.  'The  hospital 
will  be  a battleground.  This  means  war," 
declaimed  Joseph  Scheidler,  who  is 
notorious  for  terrorizing  abortion  clinics 
around  the  country.  Cardinal  Joseph 
Bernardin  denounced  Phelan  for  an 
“immoral  action”  that  "separates  him- 
self’ from  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Threatening  to  "blockade"  the  hos- 
pital and  picket  physicians'  homes, 
Scheidler  said  he  would  summon  anti- 
abortion groups — Operation  Rescue, 
Lambs  for  Christ.  Missionaries  to  the 
Preborn,  Rosaries  for  Peace  and  Life, 
etc. — to  Chicago  later  in  the  fall. 
Scheidler,  who  calls  his  outfit  the  “Pro- 
Life  Action  League,"  was  previously 
arrested  for  wrecking  abortion  clinics  in 
Florida  and  works  in  league  with  Ku 
Klux  Klansman  John  Burt,  responsible 


for  the  Christmas  1984  clinic  bombings 
in  Pensacola.  Florida. 

In  the  face  of  this  threat,  NOW  and 
other  abortion  rights  groups  tied  to  the 
Democratic  Party  have  merely  counseled 
reliance  on  the  police  to  “do  their  job.” 
All  supporters  of  women’s  rights,  and 
particularly  Chicago’s  powerful  labor 
movement,  must  be  prepared  to  defend 
Cook  County  Hospital  and  stop  the  anti- 
abortion crusaders! 

In  Chicago,  over  a quarter  of  a million 
poor  women  have  no  access  to  gyneco- 
logical care:  infant  mortality  in  the 
ghetto  is  23  per  1,000  births,  worse  than 
many  Third  World  countries.  For  welfare 
recipients  and  those  without  medical 
insurance.  Cook  County  Hospital  is  it. 
Cook  County  was  performing  3,500 
abortions  a year  in  1980  when  Phelan’s 
predecessor  George  Dunne  ended  the 
medical  service  declaring,  “The  hospital 
should  not  be  an  abortion  mill.” 

Currently,  hospital  administrators  are 
planning  only  30  abortions  a week,  sub- 
ject to  a slew  of  infuriating  restrictions: 
abortions  only  in  the  first  three  months, 
after  a 24-hour  waiting  period,  manda- 


Rally for  abortion 
rights,  Cook 
County  Hospital, 
September  17. 


tory  counseling  of  "alternatives,”  and 
only  one  abortion  per  year  for  each 
woman.  Even  women  with  Medicaid 
cards  have  to  fork  over  $250 — for 
mothers  on  welfare  that  means  hungry 
children.  Yet  in  the  first  ten  days  over 
4,000  women  called  the  hospital  seeking 
abortions! 

Effective  access  to  abortions  is 
increasingly  a privilege  available  only 
to  white,  middle-class  women.  Under  the 
impact  of  the  anti-abortion  drive,  the 
number  of  hospitals  performing  abor- 
tions nationwide  has  plummeted.  Today 
only  18  public  hospitals  in  six  states 
offer  publicly-funded  abortions,  accord- 
ing to  the  Chicago  Tribune  (3  Septem- 
ber). Abortion  services  are  unavailable 
in  one-half  of  all  urban  and  93  percent 
of  all  rural  counties  in  the  U.S.  Phelan’s 
decent  but  utterly  inadequate  act  is 
related  to  plans  for  a 1994  gubernatorial 


run.  Meanwhile,  Democratic  presiden- 
tial candidate  Bill  Clinton  wants  to  keep 
abortion  "as  rare  as  possible.” 

The  interests  of  poor  and  minority 
women  will  never  be  represented  by  this 
capitalist  party  with  its  racist  “family 
values."  And  while  the  Democrats  talk 
of  guaranteed  health  care,  they  praise  the 
Oregon  system  which  amounts  to  ration- 
ing hospital  treatment  for  the  poor.  The 
Cook  County  Hospital  abortion  battle 
highlights  the  desperate  need  for  free 
abortion  on  demand , as  part  of  the  fight 
for  free  quality  health  care  for  all.  This 
basic  right  will  only  be  won  by  a workers 
party  that  sweeps  away  the  profit  system, 
under  which  the  rich  expect  the  finest 
care  at  Northwestern  Memorial  while 
underfunded  Cook  County  Hospital  with 
its  overworked  staff  is  hard-pressed  to 
provide  even  the  most  basic  services  for 
the  poor.  ■ 


Hot  Autumn 
in  Italy... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

chestnuts  out  of  the  fire.  And  indeed, 
these  ex-“Communists"  turned  open 
social  democrats  are  holding  out  their 
hand  for  a government  coalition  with  the 
bloodsuckers  of  the  PRI  and  other  sec- 
tions of  the  bourgeoisie.  As  a first 
stage,  in  elections  in  Mantova  a joint 
PDS-PS1-PSDI  slate  brought  together 
all  three  parties  of  the  Second  Interna- 
tional. And  in  a speech  before  a crowd 
of  100,000  in  Reggio  Emilia,  PDS  leader 
Achille  Occhetto  declared  "we  are  ready 
to  govern,”  and  called  for  “a  government 
to  turn  things  around."  Occhetto  limited 
his  criticisms  of  Amato  and  repeatedly 
called  for  "sacrifices."  Austerity?  "Give 
today  to  receive  tomorrow,”  was  his 
response.  PDS  in  the  government  ? Chris- 
tian Democratic  president  De  Mita 
opened  the  door:  "They  made  the  choice 
to  be  a government  party  with  the  deci- 
sion to  change”  their  name  (La  Repub- 
blica,  20/21  September). 

We  Trotskyists  warn  that  if  the  gov- 
ernment coalition  is  expanded  in  the 
present  crisis  to  include  representatives 
of  the  PDS,  such  a "popular  front”  will 
be  an  instrument  of  capital  against  the 


working  class.  Occhetto  would  help  push 
through  Amato’s  drastic  cuts,  and  the 
elimination  of  the  “scala  mobile ’’  would 
be  driven  home  by  state  power  in  the 
name  of  propping  up  “democracy.”  Per- 
haps the  PDS  will  ask  for  the  post  of 
"justice”  minister,  like  Togliatti  in  1946, 
so  they  can  prosecute  RC  for  “terrorism” 
on  charges  of  involvement  in  the  throw- 
ing of  coins  at  Trentin.  But  the  explo- 
sion of  workers’  rage  against  the  union 
tops  all  across  northern  Italy  makes  it 
clear  that  putting  a few  reformists  in  cab- 
inet seats  will  not  suffice  to  calm  the 
storm.  An  iron  fist  will  be  needed  to 
break  the  opposition  to  capitalist  auster- 
ity, and  they  may  dispense  with  the 
velvet  glove. 

Various  pseudo-Trotskyists  have  made 
a standard  practice  of  calling  for  a PC- 
PS  (Communist-Socialist)  government, 
and  then  find  a way  of  giving  back- 
handed  support  when  the  reformists  join 
with  sections  of  the  bourgeoisie  in 
exchange  for  ministerial  portfolios.  But 
it  is  the  workers  who  pay  the  price. 
The  Mitterrand  popular  front  in  France 
was  elected  amid  a wave  of  euphoria, 
with  masses  singing  “La  vie  en  rose”  in 
the  streets,  but  instead  it  brought  mass 
unemployment,  racist  attacks  on  "immi- 
grants," the  rise  of  Le  Pen’s  fascists  and 
virulent  anti-Sovietism.  In  Italy  after 
World  War  II,  Togliatti ’s  PCI  disarmed 
the  partisans  and  betrayed  working-class 


hopes  for  a socialist  future,  making 
possible  capitalist  reconstruction  (see 
“Resistance  and  Betrayal:  Italy  1943- 
45,"  WV  No.  525,  26  April  1991).  Even 
from  outside  the  government,  Berlin- 
guer’s  "historic  compromise”  with  the 
DC  in  the  1970s  meant  fingering  worker 
militants  in  the  factories  as  "brigadisti" 
(Red  Brigades). 

As  for  Rifondazione  Comunista,  these 
longtime  PCI  reformists  who  stand  on 
the  betrayals  not  only  of  Togliatti 
but  also  Berlinguer,  they  are  also  push- 
ing for  a pbpular-front  government. 
They  are  seeking  to  build  an  opposition 
mini-pop-front  with  the  camouflaged 
Christian  Democrats  of  anti-Mafia/anti- 
corruption  "Rete,"  the  Greens  and  “the 
advanced  forces  of  the  Catholic  move- 
ment" (statement  of  the  RC  national 
leadership,  19  September).  And  at  the 
RC’s  annual  festa , PDS  parliamentary 
leader  D'Alema  was  applauded  when  he 
called  for  an  alliance  of  the  RC  and  PDS 
and  for  a general  strike  for  a "real  gov- 
ernment to  turn  things  around."  But  as 
French  CP  leader  Maurice  Thorez  said 
in  selling  out  the  1936  general  strike  on 
the  altar  of  the  popular  front,  “It  is  nec- 
essary to  know  how  to  end  a strike." 
And  if  Occhetto,  like  French  Socialist 
leader  Le6n  Blum,  intends  to  be  inside 
the  government,  the  RC,  like  Thorez. 
will  support  it  from  the  outside. 

What  Trotsky  wrote  in  the  1930s  is 
no  less  true  today:  "‘People’s  Fronts’  on 
the  one  hand — fascism  on  the  other; 
these  are  the  last  political  resources  of 
imperialism  in  the  struggle  against  the 
proletarian  revolution." 

For  a Lenlnist-Trotskyist  Party! 

Inside  Rifondazione  Comunista.  in 
turn,  one  will  find  all  manner  of  pseudo- 
Trotskyists,  notably  the  Assoziazione 
Quarta  Internationale  (formerly  Livio 
Maitan’s  LCR).  And  ensconced  inside 
the  AQI  one  can  even  find  ostensible 
left-wingers  like  Franco  Grisolia  and  his 
Faction  for  the  Trotskyist  International, 
who  are  today  posturing  to  the  left  of 
their  past  incarnations.  Thus  Grisolia’s 
FTI  raises  the  possibility  of  “a  bloc  with 
the  ‘conservative’  bureaucrats"  against 
the  open  capitalist  restorationists  around 


Yeltsin  at  the  time  of  the  August  1991 
Moscow  coup,  but  this  is  purely  theo- 
retical. When  the  question  was  posed 
sharply  in  Poland  a decade  earlier, 
Grisolia’s  LOR  refused  to  i ••ke  a mili- 
tary bloc  with  the  “Thermidorean  section 
of  the  bureaucracy”  represented  by  Jaru- 
zelski  and  instead  supported  the  pro- 
capitalist clerical-nationalist  Solidamosc 
of  Walesa.  Indeed,  in  February  1982  the 
LOR  and  LCR  went  into  the  streets 
in  Milano  together  with  the  Christian 
Democrats  to  protest  against  the  Jaru- 
zelski  countercoup.  Instead  of  blocking 
with  “conservative  bureaucrats”  they 
preferred  the  Black  Madonna  of  Czes- 
tochowa and  her  CIA/Vatican-backed 
admirers! 

From  calling  to  defeat  Solidamosc 
counterrevolution  in  Poland  in  1981,  to 
fighting  tooth  and  nail  against  the 
capitalist  reunification  of  Germany  in 
1989-90,  to  calling  on  Soviet  workers  to 
disperse  the  Yeltsinite  counterrevolu- 
tionary rabble  in  1991,  it  is  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League  which  has 
uniquely  upheld  the  revolutionary  Trot- 
skyist program  of  defense  of  the  gains 
of  the  October  Revolution  despite  the 
Stalinist  betrayals.  And  today  we  insist 
that  what  Italian  workers  need  is  not  a 
shadow  of  the  PCI  of  Togliatti  and 
Berlinguer  but  a new  Bolshevik  party 
like  that  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

The  image  of  tens  of  thousands  of  mil- 
itant workers  milling  around  the  piazzas 
of  Florence  and  Milano,  spontaneously 
mobilizing  against  the  reformist  tops  yet 
not  knowing  where  to  turn,  is  excruciat- 
ing. The  situation  in  Italy  cries  out  for 
revolutionary  leadership,  yet  none  is 
being  offered.  In  the  Transitional  Pro- 
gram, Trotsky  writes:  “the  crisis  of  pro- 
letarian leadership,  having  become  the 
crisis  in  mankind’s  culture,  can  be 
resolved  only  by  the  Fourth  Interna- 
tional.” The  ICL  and  its  Italian  section, 
the  Lega  Trotskista,  are  seeking  to  build 
a communist  party  based  on  the  lessons 
of  the  historical  experience  of  the  work- 
ers movement,  of  the  early  Communist 
International,  the  International  Left 
Opposition  and  Trotsky’s  Fourth  Inter- 
national, which  must  be  reforged  as  the 
world  party  of  socialist  revolution.  ■ 


Spartacist  ^Q  Forums 


Race  and  Class  in  the  “New  World  Order” 

What  Strategy  for  Black  Liberation? 
Trotskyism  vs.  Black  Nationalism 


Speaker:  Don  Alexander,  Spartacist  League  Central  Committee 


Thursday,  October  8,  6:30  p.m. 

UCLA 

Room  5422,  Boelter  Hall 

LOS  ANGELES 


Friday,  October  9,  7:30  p.m. 

First  Unitarian  Church 
2936  W.  8th  St.  (near  Vermont) 

For  more  information:  (213)  380-8239 
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NYPD... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

If  there  are  any  cops  indicted  (unlikely) 
for  the  September  19  brawl,  the  PBA 
threatens  a "Blue  Flu"  sickout. 

A measure  of  the  depraved  cop  vio- 
lence now  in  full  sway  was  the  bizarre 
incident  of  official  vandalism  in  the 
Bronx  September  18,  when  sanitation 
cops  deliberately  smashed  and  totally 
flattened  a dozen  cars  which  allegedly 
did  not  have  current  registration  stick- 
ers! Next  morning  Hispanic  business- 
men were  dumbfounded  to  find  their 
cars  twisted  like  tin  cans  and  the  street 
littered  with  glass  and  metal  like  Bei- 
rut after  a car  bomb  explosion.  A TV 
reporter  asked  the  Sanitation  Department 
spokesman  why  he  didn't  just  put  a boot 
on  the  wheels?  “I  have  no  boots.  That'd 
be  Traffic  Department,"  he  responded, 
with  perfect  cop  logic.  “I  don't  think 
they  would  do  this  in  any  other  commu- 
nity.” commented  an  irate  Hispanic 
Bronx  resident. 

With  the  cops  acting  like  mad  dogs, 
the  liberals  are  once  again  floating  meas- 
ures to  try  to  rein  them  in.  Right  now, 
six  cops  sit  on  the  "Civilian  Complaint 
Review  Board”  (CCRB).  While  the  pro- 
posed all-civilian  review  board  will  not 
put  a stop  to  the  rampant  police  brutality, 
the  bill  has  essentially  become  a refer- 
endum on  racism  and  cop  bonapartism 
in  New  York  City.  As  Marxists,  we  are 
not  neutral  in  this  conflict:  the  Spartacist 
League  called  to  mobilize  the  power  of 
labor  in  defense  of  Washington  Heights, 
and  we  would  vote  for  the  removal  of 
cops  from  the  review  board.  For  if  the 
symbolic  measure  before  the  City  Coun- 
cil is  defeated,  the  already  brazen  police 
will  be  so  emboldened  that  last  week’s 
cop  riot  will  look  like  a tea  party  by 
comparison  with  what  they  will  inflict 
upon  the  minority  neighborhoods  of  the 
city. 

New  York’s  rulers  are  desperate  for 
some  democratic  window-dressing  for 
police  terror  because  they  fear  that 
the  blacks  and  Hispanics  are  about  to 
explode.  Yet  not  even  the  cosmetic  sur- 
gery pushed  by  Dinkins  (replacing  the 
cops  with  mayoral  appointees)  will  fool 
anyone  into  believing  they  will  get 
justice  through  the  CCRB.  Ninety-nine 
percent  of  the  cases  brought  before  the 
board  are  thrown  out.  Of  121  complaints 
of  police  brutality  stemming  from  the 
August  1988  Tompkins  Square  cop 
riot  against  the  homeless,  which  was 
amply  videotaped,  there  was  not  one 
indictment  of  a cop,  let  alone  a con- 
viction. Moreover,  the  review  board  can- 


not even  order  any  disciplinary  action 
against  police  officers. 

Civilian  review  boards  are  designed 
to  curb  the  independent  mobilization 
of  workers  and  minorities  against  po- 
lice terror  by  fostering  illusions  that 
"neutral"  government  can  “moderate” 
the  "excesses"  of  the  police.  Yet  the 
“excesses”  of  the  NYPD  are  not  an  aber- 
ration, but  the  deliberate  means  by  which 
the  working  class  and  especially  the 
oppressed  and  combative  black  and  His- 
panic poor  are  kept  down.  And  Mayor 
Dinkins,  who  has  slashed  every  social 
service  and  shredded  every  municipal 
labor  contract,  has  tried  to  balance  be- 
tween the  impoverished  ghetto  poor  and 
the  Wall  Street  financiers  by  adding 
10,000  new  cops — more  than  the  com- 
bined totals  of  the  Dallas,  Baltimore, 
Denver  and  San  Francisco  police  forces! 

Now  black  clergy  and  politicians, 
including  the  newly  “respectable"  FBI 
fink  Al  Sharpton,  are  pushing  for  more 
black  cops  and  a requirement  that  all 
police  new  hires  reside  in  NYC.  In  a city 
which  is  now  majority  Hispanic  and 
black,  the  cops  are  three-quarters  white, 
most  of  whom  live  outside  the  city  in 
lily-white  cop  havens  like  Rockland 
County,  or  in  Staten  Island,  which  is 
really  a 'burb  not  a borough.  But  regard- 
less of  race,  the  police  are  the  over- 
whelming source  of  violence  against 
minorities.  Moreover,  the  black  nation- 
alist reverends  pushing  the  "more  black 
cops"  line  are  every  bit  as  racist  against 
Asians  (whose  stores  they  lead  racist 
boycotts  against)  and  Hispanics  who 
have  been  the  majority  of  victims  of 
deadly  police  force  since  Dinkins  took 
office. 

Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution 

New  York  City,  this  center  of  U.S. 
(and  world)  finance  capital,  is  of  vital 
concern  to  the  highest  levels  of  the 
capitalist  rulers.  Their  current  strategy 
to  keep  the  lid  on  the  largest  American 
city  is  through  a popular-front  alliance 
of  "Democratic  Socialist"  mayor  Din- 
kins with  his  labor  lieutenants  like 
Dennis  Rivera  and  Stanley  Hill  who 
keep  the  exploited  and  oppressed  tied  to 
their  oppressors.  The  big  multiethnic- 
unions — hospital  workers,  transit  work- 
ers, state  and  municipal  employees, 
teachers — have  been  betrayed  by  their 
leaders  on  the  altar  of  the  Democratic 
Party.  And  the  assault  on  the  labor  move- 
ment goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  rise  of 
cop  terror,  as  the  Daily  News  strike 
graphically  showed. 

Across  the  country,  state  repression  of 
minorities  has  intensified  as  the  capital- 


ists loot  and  bankrupt  the  American 
economy.  From  being  the  "last  hired, 
first  fired,"  black  workers  have  become 
the  "first  fired,  never  rehired. " Routine 
cop  terror  is  the  means  by  which  Amer- 
ica’s rulers  resolve  the  contradiction 
between  the  lying  assertion  of  formal 
equality  for  blacks  and  their  forcible  seg- 
regation at  the  bottom  of  society.  From 
chattel  slavery  to  wage  slavery,  this 
whole  system  has  been  built  on  the  bed- 
rock of  racist  oppression.  Today,  with  an 
entire  generation  of  black  youth  cal- 
lously tossed  on  ghetto  streets  with  no 
hope  of  obtaining  education  or  employ- 
ment, deemed  an  economically  unneces- 
sary. burdensome  and  politically  danger- 
ous population,  it  should  be  clearer  than 


From  liberals  like  Dinkins  to  the  racist 
Giuliani,  bourgeois  politicians  all  agree 
on  the  "right"  of  the  ruling  class  to  main- 
tain its  monopoly  of  armed  force.  New 
York  has  one  of  the  most  stringent  gun 
control  laws  in  the  country — this  means 
only  the  criminals  and  the  cops  have 
guns.  The  Spartacist  League  stands  for 
the  right  of  self-defense  against  racist 
terror:  gun  control  kills  blacks!  We  fight 
for  a program  of  integrated  class  struggle 
against  racist  attacks  as  we  seek  to  forge 
a multiracial  workers  party  that  can  lead 
the  difficult  battles  on  the  road  to  the 
socialist  revolution,  which  alone  can  put 
an  end  to  racist  terror  forever. 

An  article  titled  "The  Police  as  a 
Mayor's  Political  Nightmare"  in  the  New 


Former  federal 
prosecutor  and 
mayoral  candidate 
Rudolph  Giuliani 
whips  up  NYPD 
racist  thugs  on 
September  16. 


ever  that  the  only  way  to  eliminate  the 
"pattern"  of  cop  brutality  is  to  do  away 
with  racist  American  capitalism  whose 
thugs  in  blue  uniforms  are  the  front  line 
defense  of  a system  of  inequality. 

It  will  take  a political  mobilization 
of  the  working  class  in  mass  social 
struggle,  organizing  behind  it  the  masses 
of  the  ghettos  and  barrios,  and  led 
by  a multiracial  revolutionary  parly  to 
wage  the  fight  for  socialist  revolution. 
Labor/black  mobilizations,  drawing  on 
the  power  of  the  big  integrated  city 
unions  such  as  transit,  hospital,  hotel  and 
city  workers,  have  the  social  power  to 
stop  the  racist  terrorists  in  their  tracks. 
Cops  would  think  twice  about  riding 
roughshod  through  the  South  Bronx  or 
Bushwick  if  they  knew  the  residents  had 
behind  them  the  active  backing  of  com- 
bative unions  that  defended  working 
people  and  the  unemployed,  on  and  off 
the  job.  This  requires  the  forging  of  a 
class-struggle  leadership  in  the  labor 
movement  that  champions  the  cause  of 
all  the  oppressed. 


York  Times  (27  September)  pointed  to 
the  tensions  in  America’s  cities  where 
black  Democratic  mayors  were  installed 
after  the  ghetto  explosions  of  the  1960s 
and  the  entrenched  white  racist  police 
forces  grew  increasingly  bonapartist.  In 
Los  Angeles,  Tom  Bradley  presided  over 
the  reign  of  racist  terror  unleashed  by 
LAPD  chief  Daryl  “Chokehold"  Gates 
and  his  paramilitary  police  force  which 
set  off  a full-scale  multiracial  ghetto 
uprising  in  America's  second  largest  city. 
As  we  wrote  in  our  special  WV  supple- 
ment (4  May)  when  L.A.  exploded  in 
outrage  over  the  racist  acquittal  of  the 
cops  who  beat  up  Rodney  King- 

"The  Rodney  King  verdict  has  illumi- 
nated the  whole  system  of  American  cap- 
italism. built  on  a bedrock  of  racist 
oppression,  It  cannot  be  reformed,  it 
must  be  smashed.  The  question  is  how. 
The  situation  cries  out  for  revolutionary 
leadership,  to  organize  the  social  power 
of  labor  and  unite  behind  it  all  the 
oppressed  in  a struggle  for  state  power 
that  gets  rid  of  the  whole  rotten  racist 
capitalist  system  and  opens  the  road  for 
genuine  emancipation  for  all."B 


Russian  Air 
Controllers... 

(continued  from  page  4) 

years  ago.  I want  to  tell  you  that  as  a 
result  of  that  50  percent  of  the  workers 
are  now  unemployed  and  80  percent  of 
the  women.  We  see  racist  terror  against 
immigrants,  with  almost  daily  fascist 
attacks  against  immigrant  hostels. 

“I’m  a member  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League,  We  are  against  the  pri- 
vatization and  against  the  counterrevo- 
lution. We  fight  to  bring  the  workers  into 
power.  For  that  we  have  to  unite  all  the 
workers.  The  multinational  Soviet  work- 
ing class  has  to  fight. 

"The  workers  have  to  take  the  power  into 
their  hands  in  a fight  against  counter- 
revolution. For  that  they  have  to  build 
workers  and  soldiers  soviets.  And  the 
workers  need  a leadership  which  is 
opposed  to  all  fomis  of  nationalism, 
racism  and  fascism!  [applause] 

"We  have  to  return  to  the  road  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky!  Down  with  the  Yeltsin  gov- 
ernment! For  proletarian  international- 
ism!" [applause) 

* * * 

Following  are  excerpts  of  an  interview 
with  Vladimir  Brodulev.  vice  president 
of  the  Federation  of  Air-traffic  Control- 
lers Trade  Unions  of  Russia,  conducted 
on  August  25  in  Moscow. 


Q:  I represent  the  International  Commu- 
nist League.  I would  like  to  learn  what 
happened  exactly. 

A:  We  appealed  to  the  President  of  the 
Russian  Federation,  Boris  Yeltsin,  with 
our  demands  on  July  4.  Our  demands 
did  not  imply  the  improvement  of  social 
facilities  or  ariy  change  in  the  existing 
social  conditions.  Nor  did  we  require  any 
rise  in  wages.  However  strange  it  may 
sound,  our  major  concern,  the  corner- 
stone, is  now  flight  safety.  Some  people 
don’t  quite  understand  why  the  trade 
union  seeks  not  wage  raises  nor  the 
improvement  of  its  conditions,  but  the 
enhancement  of  flight  safety  in  the  skies 
of  Russia. 

The  means  of  communication,  radar 
and  navigation  facilities  used  by  the  air 
controllers  are  very  worn  out  and  out- 
dated. No  modernization  is  undertaken, 
our  channels  of  communication  perma- 
nently go  out  of  order,  there  are  also 
constant  failures  in  control  of  the  situa- 
tion in  the  air.  In  general,  there’s  a direct 
threat  to  the  safety  of  flights;  while  we 
are  at  control  panels  and  radars,  control- 
ling the  air  traffic,  there’s  stress,  perma- 
nent nervousness. 

Q:  Where  did  the  strikes  take  place,  and 
what  was  the  military  doing  to  replace 
the  air  controllers? 

A:  August  15  came.  The  strike  started 


at  10  a.m.,  Moscow  time.  Before  the 
strike  started,  we  had  received  confirma- 
tions from  97  participating  air  traffic 
control  centers  from  different  cities — 
telegrams,  protocols  of  secret  ballot, 
etc.  There  were  97  air  traffic  control 
centers  out  of  130  in  Russia. 

However,  developments  took  such  a 
turn  that  the  state  machine — you  can’t 
call  it  any  other  way:  the  government, 
the  attorney  general,  the  judicial  bodies, 
the  KGB,  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior — 
came  together  and  formed  a single  front 
to  fight  the  8,000  air  controllers  of  Rus- 
sia. What  did  it  mean  in  practice?  Vice 
President  Rutskoi  immediately  sent  gov- 
ernment telegrams  to  local  authorities 
ordering  criminal  prosecution  of  the 
strikers.  Heads  of  the  Department  of  Air 
Transport,  in  their  turn,  instructed  the 
local  bosses  to  keep  the  airports  and  air 
sectors  open  by  all  means. 

Q:  So  they  mobilized  the  militia  and 
forces  of  the  KGB  against  the  workers 
on  strike? 

A:  They  presented  this  as  maintaining 
order  at  the  airports,  but  as  a matter  of 
fact,  in  certain  cases  OMON  [special 
militia  teams]  forced  our  leaders  out  of 
flight  control  rooms,  saying  "you  have 
nothing  to  do  here."  The  strike  commit- 
tees were  also  forced  out.  in  the  presence 
of  procurators  [state  attorneys]. 


What  else  happened  during  the  strike? 
First,  the  chairman  of  the  air  controller 
union  of  the  Kursk  airport  had  to 
undergo  such  an  ordeal — very  much  like 
in  1937  (during  Stalin’s  purges].  On 
August  16,  at  II  p.m.,  when  the  strike 
was  already  over,  militiamen  came  to  his 
place,  showed  him  a warrant  for  his 
arrest,  and  he  spent  two  days  in  prison 
pending  trial. 

The  military,  with  no  special  training, 
were  ordered  to  take  places  at  air  con- 
trol panels  usually  operated  by  civil  air 
controllers.  They  were  not  licensed  to 
control  air  traffic  in  these  air  sectors.  It 
was  done  by  order.  And  it’s  mere  luck 
there  were  no  accidents.  It’s  just  luck 
people  were  not  killed,  and  there  are  no 
coffins. 

We  understand  that  in  calling  a strike 
the  air  controller  union  took  all  passen- 
gers captive.  But  we  did  not  expose  their 
lives  to  danger.  Rutskoi  and  his  men  took 
the  passengers  captive,  too.  But  they  did 
expose  their  lives  to  danger,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  potentially  sentenced 
all  passengers  to  death.  Making  the 
crews  board  the  planes  and  fly  to  the 
closed  air  zones  and  airports,  and  even 
more,  placing  untrained  personnel  at 
flight  control  panels.  I think  they  are 
criminals.  There's  no  other  word:  they 
are  criminals.  ■ 
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NYPD  Lynch  Mob  Frenzy 


10,000  Racist  Cops  Storm  City  Hall 


Cop  siege  of  City  Hall:  capitalism's  hired  thugs  stage  bonapartist  mobilization  against  minimal  reform  proposal  to  remove  police 
representatives  from  “civilian”  review  board. 


SEPTEMBER  28 — After  acting  as  an 
army  of  occupation  in  Washington 
Heights  all  summer,  the  NYPD  descend- 
ed on  lower  Manhattan.  Their  sinister 
display  of  force  spells  escalating  cop 
war  on  the  ghettos  and  barrios  of  New 
York  City,  and  a clear  and  present  danger 
to  the  population  at  large.  After  weeks 
of  sparring  with  the  black  mayor,  and 
the  resignation  of  the  black  police  com- 
missioner, the  cops  chose  September  16 
for  their  provocation.  On  that  day  the 
City  Council  opened  discussion  of  a 
bill  to  replace  the  cops  on  the  sham 
Civilian  Complaint  Review  Board  with 
civilians  appointed  by  the  mayor.  In 
a massive  mobilization,  ten  thousand 
white  cops  broke  through  police  barri- 
cades and  stormed  the  steps  of  City  Hall, 
swarmed  up  exit  ramps  and  took  over 
the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  slopping  traffic 
and  terrorizing  motorists. 

For  three  hours  downtown  New  York 
was  held  hostage  by  this  vicious,  mer- 
cenary layer  of  bribed  lowlifes.  For 
one  day.  Wall  Street  bankers  and  gov- 
ernment bureaucrats  saw  the  cops  the 
way  young  black  men  see  them  every 
day — a marauding  pack  of  armed  thugs. 
This  rampage  touched  off  a first-rate 
political  crisis  in  the  city.  “MUTINY!" 
screamed  the  Post.  The  lead  editorial 
in  New  York’s  Spanish  language  daily 
captured  what  every  black,  Hispanic  and 
Jew  saw  when  they  flicked  on  the  eve- 
ning news:  “All  that  this  out  of  control 
mob  of  drunken  racists  was  lacking  was 
a flag  with  a swastika  waving  over  their 
empty  heads”  (El  Diario . 20  September). 
Even  that  haughty  voice  of  the  ruling 
class,  the  New  York  Times , which  prac- 
tically hailed  the  crackdown  on  Wash- 
ington Heights,  was  worried  about  this 
challenge  to  any  semblance  of  civilian 
control. 

The  badge-toting  white  hoodlums  de- 


nounced the  black  mayor  as  a "wash- 
room attendant”  and  “crack  addict”  and 
carried  racist  caricatures  of  David  Din- 
kins with  swollen  lips  and  an  Afro.  Black 
reporters  were  beaten  and  punched, 
black  city  councilwoman  Una  Clarke 
was  called  a “nigger.”  women  in  lower 
Manhattan  were  pawed  and  harassed  by 
cops  spilling  out  of  the  bars  with  beer 
bottles  in  one  hand  and  guns  in  the  other. 
A dozen  cars,  including  those  of  city 
councilmen,  were  damaged  by  the  racists- 
in-blue,  who  with  a wink  from  their 
on-duty  ilk,  trashed  everything  around 
City  Hall.  From  the  speakers’  platform  on 
Murray  Street,  the  cop  rabble  was  roused 
by  Rudolf  Giuliani,  the  vicious  former 
federal  prosecutor  who  narrowly  lost  to 


Dinkins  in  the  1988  election  and  hopes 
to  win  the  next  one  by  whipping  up  a 
racist  frenzy. 

But  the  big  hero  for  this  police  riot 
was  cop  Michael  O’Keefe  who  killed 
Jos£  “Kiko”  Garcia  in  Washington 
Heights  last  July,  touching  off  days  of 
turbulence  in  the  Dominican  community. 
O’Keefe  was  exonerated  by  a secret 
grand  jury  in  September  and  is  the 
symbol  of  cop  bonapartism,  the  latest 
example  that  this  killer  force  stands 
above  the  law  as  judge,  jury  and  exe- 
cutioner in  the  streets  of  NYC.  Enraged 
that  Dinkins  consoled  the  Garcia  fam- 
ily and  used  city  funds  to  fly  their 
son’s  body  back  to  Santo  Domingo  for 
burial,  the  cops  went  “wilding’”against 


the  black  mayor  and  the  whole  city. 

Hours  after  the  downtown  rampage, 
four  drunk  white  out-of-uniform  cops 
on  a Brooklyn-bound  M train  picked 
out  a black  youth,  Yunas  Mohamed,  and 
deliberately  tripped  him  as  he  walked 
through  the  train.  They  called  him  “boy” 
and  then  punched  him.  Mohamed  had  no 
way  of  knowing  the  white  racists  were 
cops.  Like  all  street-wise  city  kids  he 
carried  something  for  self-defense  and 
slashed  one  of  his  assailants,  good,  with 
a box  razor.  Mohamed  was  hustled  out 
of  the  subway  car  and  into  a police 
cruiser  and  bludgeoned  with  repeated 
blows  to  the  head.  Mohamed  now  lies 
handcuffed  to  a hospital  bed,  his  jaw 
wired  shut,  his  face  swollen  beyond 
recognition,  and  his  future  an  uphill 
battle  against  being  sent  up  the  river  on 
false  charges  of  attempted  murder  of  a 
police  officer!  An  eyewitness  to  the  cop 
attack,  Miguel  Matos,  is  now  himself  the 
target  of  cop  terror.  Police  cars  with 
“death"  written  in  tape  across  their 
windows  circle  his  Brooklyn  home  every 
night. 

New  York  City  Under  Siege 

The  city’s  rulers  are  worried  because 
the  cops  are  not  playing  by  the  rules. 
After  a decade  of  racist  big-mouth 
Koch  and  a city  ready  to  blow,  the 
soft-spoken  liberal  black  Democrat 
Dinkins  was  elected  mayor  with  Wall 
Street  backing,  promising  to  keep  labor 
and  minorities  in  line  ("they'll  take  it 
from  me").  But  now  the  racist  cops 
are  slipping  the  leash.  Even  the  black 
police  organization,  the  Guardians,  de- 
nounced the  cop  riot  as  a "19th  century 
southern  lynch  mob"  and  are  demanding 
arrests  of  fellow  cops  and  a special 
prosecutor  to  investigate  Giuliani  and 
the  Patrolmen’s  Benevolent  Association. 

continued  on  page  II 


NYPD  rampages  against  Dominican  protest  in  Washington  Heights  following 
cop  killing  of  Jos6  "Kiko"  Garcia  in  July. 
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Bush.  Clinton.  Perot-Capitalist  Shell  Game 

Elections  ’92: 

The  Politics  of  Misery 

At  a whistle  stop  in  western  Michigan,  the  imperial 
president  of  the  United  States  sighted  a man  in  the  crowd 
dressed  in  a chicken  suit  carrying  a sign  saying,  “George 
Bush  was  in  the  loop."  Bush  shouted  at  him:  "Let  this 
chicken  here  tell  what’s  wrong  with  America.  I’ll  tell  you 
what’s  great  about  it."  You  don’t  need  a chicken  to  tell 
you  what's  wrong  with  America.  The  rich  have  become 
filthy  rich,  the  working  class  has  become  poorer,  and  the 
poor  have  become  homeless. 

All  along  the  campaign  trail,  reporters  encounter  pain, 
desperation  and  a grim  view  of  the  future.  "1  don't  see  a 
future,”  said  a young  worker  at  a Springfield,  Ohio  truck 
and  diesel  engine  plant.  "I  work  seven  days  a week,  and 
I still  can’t  save  any  money.  I got  two  kids,  a wife  and 
a house  payment.  I don’t  know  what’s  going  to  happen 
with  my  kids.”  It’s  not  just  the  Midwest  rust  belt  that’s 
suffering.  A professional  photographer  in  L.A.  exclaimed, 

"everybody  I know  is  hurting.  I’ve  been  laid  off  from  my 
last  two  jobs.” 

The  Clinton  candidacy  is  benefiting  from  the  immiser- 
ation  of  American  working  people,  even  though  he  hasn’t 
made  the  slightest  pretense  of  economic  populism.  Quite 
the  contrary.  The  Democratic  convention  in  New  York 
last  July  turned  its  back  on  the  party’s  traditional  core 
constituencies — organized  labor  and  blacks — in  order  to 
appeal  to  white  suburbanite  yuppies.  (For  the  first  time, 
the  majority  of  the  U.S.  population  lives  in  suburbs, 
and  two-thirds  of  suburban  whites  live  in  communities 
which  are  less  than  1 percent  black.)  Disdaining  the  usual 

continued  on  page  14 


Thousands  line  up  for  jobs  in  a Chicago  hotel  last  January  as  decaying  American  capitalism  is  mired 
in  recession. 


Imperialism  Starves  Africa 


Thousands  of  people  are  dying  of 
hunger  every  day  in  Somalia.  The  strife- 
torn  northeast  African  country,  initially 
a Soviet  client,  switched  sides  to  become 
a client  of  Washington  in  the  late  '70s 
and  then  back  to  Moscow  in  the  late  ‘80s. 
With  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  it  is  no 
one’s  client.  Tens  of  thousands  have  been 
killed  by  marauding  bands,  hundreds  of 
thousands  driven  from  their  lands  to 
become  homeless  refugees.  Drought, 
famine,  civil  war  and  banditry  lay  waste 
to  the  land,  where  human  existence  was 
precarious  in  the  best  of  times.  This  is 
the  hidden  face  of  the  imperialist  "New 
World  Order."  And  it  reflects  the  agony 
of  an  entire  continent,  where  colonialism 
has  been  replaced  by  neocolonialism,  and 
for  the  masses  life  continues  to  spiral 
downward  to  pure  hell. 

A famine  of  unprec- 
edented proportions  is 
ravaging  Africa.  The 
worst  drought  in  a cen- 
tury has  hit  southern 
Africa  and  the  eastern 
part  of  the  continent 
up  to  Kenya,  causing 
massive  crop  failure 
and  destruction  of  live- 
stock. Hardest  hit  by 
the  famine  is  the  north- 


Somalia Famine 


AP 


eastern  Horn  of  Africa  where  communal 
warfare  has  devastated  crops,  curtailed 
trade  and  interrupted  shipments  of  food 
relief.  In  Somalia,  engulfed  by  all-sided 
clan  conflict,  1.5  million  people — more 
than  a quarter  of  the  population — are  in 
danger  of  starving  to  death.  In  the  Sudan, 


where  the  fundamentalist  regime  is  wag- 
ing a jihad  (holy  war)  to  impose  Islamic 
rule  on  the  black  peoples  of  the  south, 
the  situation  is  possibly  even  more  crit- 
ical as  the  government  continues  to 
block  relief  aid  to  the  region. 

The  capitalist  media  treat  the  famine 


as  an  inevitable  consequence  of  drought 
and  war.  But  the  mass  starvation  is  not 
due  to  an  “act  of  god."  The  countries  of 
sub-Saharan  Africa  are  deprived  of  the 
most  elementary  provisions  for  times  of 
shortage  and  crop  failure:  food  and  cur- 
rency reserves,  reservoirs  and  irrigation. 
Ordered  by  the  IMF  (International  Mon- 
etary Fund)  to  grow  export  crops  instead 
of  food  in  order  to  pay  off  the  usurious 
debt,  cut  off  by  the  banks  and  multi- 
nationals from  new  investment,  their 
populations  have  been  driven  down  into 
desperate  misery.  The  underlying  cause 
of  African  famine  is  the  brutal  exploita- 
tion of  the  continent  by  imperialism, 
which  in  its  ruthless  drive  for  profit  is 
thrusting  the  African  peoples  into  pov- 
erty which  is  below  the  minimum  level 
for  human  existence. 

The  food  relief  sent  to  Africa  by  the 
capitalist  leaders  has  been  pitiful  com- 
pared to  the  need.  By  UN  estimates,  it 
will  take  well  over  half  a million  tons 
of  food  to  provide  for  Somalia  alone  over 
the  next  year.  Yet  only  30,000  tons  of 
food  monthly  are  being  received  from 
donor  nations — and  other  sub-Saharan 
countries  are  being  largely  neglected. 
Bush  flamboyantly  announced  in  mid- 
August  that  the  U.S.  was  airlifting 
continued  on  page  6 


California,  the  Cutback  State 
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Dixon/L  A Times 


Davis/LA  Times 

Students  at  Cal  State  Long  Beach  protest 
tuition  hikes.  State  Democratic  leader  Willie 
Brown  (above,  left)  and  Republican  governor 
Pete  Wilson  agree  on  new  budget  slashing 
billions  from  education,  health  and  welfare. 


No  to  Prop  165! 

Fresh  on  the  heels  of  his  $11  billion 
hatchet  job  on  the  state  budget,  seriously 
crippling  education,  health  and  welfare 
for  the  working  class,  California  Repub- 
lican governor  Pete  Wilson  is  pushing 
deadly  Proposition  165  on  the  November 
3 ballot.  In  the  guise  of  welfare  and  bud- 
get “reform."  this  viciously  vindictive 
proposal  blames  the  poor  for  their  own 
poverty.  Cynical  "experts"  rant  about 
"helping"  the  poor  end  their  welfare 
“dependency". ..by  phasing  out  welfare. 
Right-wing  politicians  evoke  vile  racist 
myths  about  black  women  living  high 
on  the  hog  by  making  babies,  and  out- 
of-state  "welfare  bums"  flocking  to  Cal- 
ifornia to  gel  on  the  "gravy  train." 

The  governor  and  his  cohorts  literally 
want  to  starve  black  women  and  chil- 
dren, drive  thousands  into  homelessness 
and  deny  life-or-death  medical  care  to 
the  sick  and  elderly.  The  Spartacist 
League  says:  Proposition  165  is  racist 
murder,  pure  and  simple,  and  it  must  be 
defeated,  if  not  at  the  polls  in  November 
then  on  the  streets  by  the  mobilization 
of  the  labor  movement. 


The  measure  would  begin  by  amend- 
ing the  state  constitution  to  declare  that 
"public  assistance  is  not  a fundamental 
right"  but  rather  a "disincentive"  to 
"seeking  employment."  Instead  the 
emphasis  is  to  be  on  "self-sufficiency" 
and  "family.”  In  other  words:  homeless, 
jobless,  hungry,  sick  or  disabled — you’re 
on  your  own.  Among  the  biggest  finan- 


cial backers  of  the  measure  is  Safeway, 
which  has  been  trying  to  break  the  Team- 
sters union  and  would  like  people  to 
"seek  employment"  at  poverty  wages. 

So  at  a time  when  the  official  unem- 
ployment rate  in  California  has  been 
nudging  10  percent.  Prop  165  would 
slash  the  maximum  welfare  grant  by  10 
percent,  and  another  15  percent  if  a fam- 
ily continued  to  receive  Aid  to  Families 
with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC)  for  six 
months — totaling  a 25  percent  cut.  This 
means,  for  instance,  that  a mother  with 
two  children  would  immediately  see  her 
pitiful  grant  go  from  $663  a month  to 
$597,  and  then  in  six  months  it  would 
drop  again,  to  $507. 

In  addition  Prop  165  would  deny  an 
increase  in  the  AFDC  grant  for  a new 
baby  if  it  was  conceived  while  the 
mother  was  on  welfare,  and  repeal  all 
special  cash  aid  to  pregnant  women, 
including  the  $70  "pregnancy  supple- 
ment.” And  it  would  mandate  limits  on 
county  General  Assistance/Relief  pro- 
grams. the  last-resort  aid  received 
largely  by  single  males,  and  even  allow 
a county  to  repeal  such  aid.  GA  dates 
back  to  1931,  during  the  Great  Depres- 
sion. Already  Alameda  County,  which 
includes  Berkeley  and  Oakland,  has  in- 
dependently decided  to  reduce  its  min- 
uscule GA  grants  from  $340  to  $308 
starting  December  1. 

To  top  it  off,  the  measure  includes  a 
so-called  "reform"  of  the  "budget  pro- 
cess” giving  the  governor  virtual  dicta- 
torial powers  over  the  purse  strings.  In 
the  event  a budget  bill  is  not  parsed  by 
the  state  legislature  and  signed  by  the 
governor  by  the  July  1 due  date,  the  gov- 
ernor can  declare  a "fiscal  emergency" 
and  implement  cuts  at  will.  The  only 
explicit  limitation  is  that  state  employ- 
ees' salaries  cannot  be  cut  more  than  5 
percent.  Thus  Wilson,  backed  by  his  far- 
right  network  of  Republican  Party  com- 
mittees which  are  now  dominated  by 
Christian  fundamentalist  kooks,  could 
vastly  escalate  his  assault  on  public  serv- 
ices (such  as  his  pet  peeve,  workers 
compensation). 

Pete  Wilson  Couldn’t  Do  It 
Without  Willie  Brown  & Co. 

This  vicious  attack  comes  just  a few 
months  after  the  black  and  Latino  poor 
rose  up  in  Los  Angeles,  only  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  a massive  military  mobiliza- 
tion orchestrated  from  the  White  House 
and  the  state  house.  Despite  the  Demo- 
crats’ electoral  posturing  as  friends  of 
the  poor,  black  Democratic  mayor  Tom 
Bradley  called  on  Bush  and  Wilson  to 
send  in  troops. 

Likewise  the  Democrats  in  Sacramento 
signed  off  on  the  state  budget  just  passed, 
which  slashed  over  $2  billion  from 
education  alone  (in  a state  that  already 
ranks  48th  in  per  capita  spending  on 
schools),  plus  billions  more  from  health 
and  welfare,  and  other  vital  services. 


This  is  now  reverberating  down  to  the 
county  and  city  levels  in  the  form 
of  layoffs,  pay  freezes,  etc.  While  the 
Democratic-dominated  State  Assembly 
under  Speaker  Willie  Brown  put  up  a 
mock  battle  for  two  months,  it  was  merely 
over  the  details  of  where  the  weight  of 
the  cuts  would  fall.  Both  sides  had  a 
bipartisan  nod  of  agreement  that  big  busi- 
ness would  not  be  touched,  that  the  work- 
ing class  had  to  sacrifice.  According  to 
Democratic  kingpin  Brown,  "the  state 
can  no  longer  afford  to  pump  money" 
into  local  governments,  so  "the  battle  in 
the  Capitol  has  largely  been  fought  over 
how  much  each  would  be  cut"  ( San  Fran- 
cisco Examiner.  30  August). 

For  the  Democrats,  the  "magic  of 
democracy"  is  the  "art  of  compromise” 
— meaning  everything  is  for  sale.  But 
Reaganite  Republican  Wilson  insisted  he 
would  not  sign  the  budget  unless  educa- 
tion suffered  the  heaviest  hit.  So  the 
Democrats’  "opposition"  eventually  col- 
lapsed and  made  the  deal.  In  the  after- 
math  the  Democrats  are  trying  to  claim 
they  won  some  “concessions"  to  ease  the 
pain  of  the  cuts.  One  gets  the  feeling 
that  if  the  Republicans  proposed  a bill 
to  send  all  Jews  to  concentration  camps, 
the  Democrats  would  propose  to  com- 
promise at  50  percent,  and  then  brag  that 
they  “saved"  half  the  Jews. 

The  remarkable  thing  about  the  budget 
fight  was  the  virtually  total  silence  from 
the  state  labor  movement,  whose  necks 
are  on  the  chopping  block.  Indeed,  the 
only  memorable  utterance  by  any  labor 
official  was  San  Francisco  plumbers 
union  leader  Larry  Mazzola’s  offer  to 
pony  up  $200  million  in  union  pension 
funds... for  a new  stadium  to  keep  the 
Giants  from  moving  to  Florida.  The 
paralysis  of  the  unions  flows  from  their 
marriage  to  the  Democratic  Party:  every- 
thing is  banked  on  electing  Clinton, 
and  they  don’t  want  to  do  anything 
evoking  images  of  "special  interests." 
So  they  laid  low.  The  California  Teach- 
ers Association  relied  on  Willie  Brown, 
to  the  tune  of  nearly  half  a million 
dollars  in  PAC  money,  and  got  royally 
screwed. 

The  unions  such  as  the  Service 
Employees  are  behind  the  "No  on  165 
Committee."  but  here  again  they  duck 
for  cover.  Their  propaganda  deliberately 
avoids  talking  about  the  racist  attacks 
on  welfare  and  instead  focuses  entirely 
on  the  governor’s  “power  grab"  and  the 
threat  to  state  workers’  pay.  This  is  a 
strategy  for  defeat.  What's  needed  is  an 
alliance  of  labor  and  blacks  and  the 
unemployed  in  a full-scale  assault  on  the 
bipartisan  attacks  by  the  governor  and 
legislature — including  a statewide  gen- 
eral strike.  But  this  clearly  requires  a 
break  from  the  capitalist  Democratic 
Party,  and  a perspective  of  working-class 
revolution.  It  requires  above  all  a revo- 
lutionary party,  and  that  is  what  the  Spar- 
tacist League  is  working  to  build.  ■ 
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Lenin  Against 
Great  Russian  Chauvinism 

In  Yeltsin's  Russia  today  we  are  witnessing 
the  obscene  spectacle  of  Stalinists  fostering 
Great  Russian  chauvinism  and  anti-Semitism 
while  carrying  red  flags.  This  is  the  legacy 
of  the  nationalist  dogma  of  "socialism  in 
one  country."  It  is  flatly  counterposed  to 
the  Bolshevism  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  which 
created  the  multinational  Soviet  workers 
state.  As  the  following  statement  to  the  Eighth 
Party  Congress  in  1919  underscores,  Lenin 
waged  uncompromising  struggle  against  any  and  all  manifestations  of  Great  Russian 
chauvinism  toward  the  national  minorities  which  had  suffered  oppression  under  the 
tsarist  yoke. 

The  Soviet  Republic,  which  has  been  established  in  the  country  where  tsarism 
formerly  oppressed  Finland,  must  declare  that  it  respects  the  right  of  nations  to 
independence.  We  concluded  a treaty  with  the  short-lived  Red  Finnish  Government 
and  agreed  to  certain  territorial  concessions,  to  which  I heard  quite  a number  of  utterly 
chauvinistic  objections,  such  as:  "There  are  excellent  fisheries  there,  and  you  have 
surrenderee  them."  These  are  the  kind  of  objections  which  induce  me  to  say,  “Scratch 
some  Communists  and  you  will  find  Great-Russian  chauvinists.’’... 

Exceptional  caution  must  be  displayed  by  a nation  like  the  Great  Russians,  who 
earned  the  bitter  hatred  of  all  the  other  nations;  we  have  only  just  learned  how  to 
remedy  the  situation,  and  then,  not  entirely.  For  instance,  at  the  Commissariat  of 
Education,  or  connected  with  it,  there  are  Communists,  who  say  that  our  schools  are 
uniform  schools,  and  therefore  don’t  dare  to  teach  in  any  language  but  Russian!  In 
my  opinion,  such  a Communist  is  a Great-Russian  chauvinist.  Many  of  us  harbour  such 
sentiments  and  they  must  be  combatted. 

That  is  why  we  must  tell  the  other  nations  that  we  are  out-and-out  internationalists 
and  are  striving  for  the  voluntary  alliance  of  the  workers  and  peasants  of  all  nations. 
This  does  not  preclude  wars  in  the  least.  War  is  another  question,  and  arises  out  of 
the  very  nature  of  imperialism.  If  we  are  fighting  Wilson,  and  Wilson  uses  a small 
nation  as  his  tool,  we  say  that  we  shall  oppose  that  tool.  We  have  never  said  anything 
different. 

— V.I.  Lenin.  “Speech  Closing  the  Debate  on  the  Party  Programme” 

(March  1919) 
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Labor’s  Gotta  Play  Hardball  to  Win! 


From  Nebraska  to  California: 
Stop  Migra  Union-busting! 

In  a massive  display  of  state  power,  with  helicopters 
and  attack  dogs,  200  federal  agents,  state  troopers  and 
cops  surrounded  a Grand  Island.  Nebraska  meatpacking 
plant  on  September  22.  The  INS  immigration  cops  (la 
migra)  seized  and  immediately  deported  over  300 
night-shift  workers  at  the  Monfort  Company  plant, 
owned  by  the  agribusiness  giant  ConAgra.  The  workers 
were  ripped  from  their  families  and  bused  and  flown 
to  Mexico.  In  some  cases  children  were  left  alone,  as 
both  working  parents  were  seized  and  deported.  As 
many  as  600  workers  in  all  (out  of  a total  of  1.700 
employees)  have  been  driven  from  the  plant. 

The  nine-hour  raid,  the  biggest  by  the  INS  in  years, 
was  an  open  union-busting  move  against  an  ongoing 
organizing  drive  by  the  United  Food  and  Commercial 
Workers.  A UFCW  organizer  said  that  the  Mexican- 
born  workers  were  the  most  pro-union  at  the  plant. 
There  was  panic  at  the  plant  again  last  week  as  INS 
agents  came  back.  Workers  returning  to  pick  up  annual 
bonus  checks  amounting  to  hundreds  of  dollars  were 
told  the  company  had  given  them  to  the  Mexican  con- 
sulate. Midwest  labor — especially  Teamster  truck  driv- 
ers and  railroad  workers — must  use  its  power  to  hot- 
cargo  Monfort  meat  and  stop  the  INS  union-busting 
raids  and  organize  ConAgra! 

In  Southern  California,  there  has  been  an  escalation 
of  official  repression  and  open  racist  terror  against 
immigrant  workers.  On  September  10,  the  INS  opened 
a "hearing  room"  inside  the  L.A.  County  Men's  Central 
Jail  to  grab  foreign-born  inmates,  including  legal  res- 
idents with  papers,  and  deport  them  without  benefit  of 
a lawyer  or  the  chance  to  produce  documentation. 
Immigration  attorney  Peter  Schey  called  it  the  "fast- 
track  approach....  People  with  long  residence  in  the 
U.S — end  up  being  dragged  onto  the  stagecoach 
and  railroaded  out  of  town.”  This  is  the  fruit  of  the 
1990  immigration  “reform,”  aimed  at  accelerating 
deportations. 

Meanwhile  in  Alpine,  California,  east  of  San  Diego, 
a migrant  labor  camp  was  assaulted  on  October  2 in  a 
racist  attack  chillingly  reminiscent  of  the  “Zoot  suit 
riots"  of  World  War  II.  Whites  wielding  baseball  bats 
claimed  the  Latino  workers  had  “whistled"  at  white 
women.  Three  laborers,  two  Mexican  and  one  Guate- 
malan, were  seriously  injured,  and  one  is  still  in  inten- 
sive care.  The  workers  have  taken  measures  to  defend 
themselves  if  the  racist  thugs  return.  Striking  drywall 
and  shipyard  workers  in  the  area  must  be  organized  to 
see  that  they  don't  stand  alone. 

The  Latino  drywall  strikers,  who  have  played  hard- 
ball with  the  contractors  with  their  roving  pickets  and 
demonstrations,  are  also  battling  the  LAPD  and  la 
migra.  On  September  23,  representatives  of  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  joined  100  strikers  at  the  L.A.  fed- 
eral building  in  a protest  picket  as  deportation  hearings 
were  taking  place  inside.  The  PDC  called  on  key  L.A. 
unions,  including  longshore  and  warehouse  Local  13 
and  SEIU  janitors  Local  399,  to  turn  out  their  members 
for  the  protest.  A solidarity  statement  was  fired  off  by 
ILWU  Local  6 in  the  Bay  Area,  but  the  local  union 
tops  stayed  home. 

As  drywall  pickets  continue  to  shut  down  construc- 
tion sites  from  Ventura  County  south  to  the  border, 
there  is  talk  of  a settlement.  It  is  crucial  that  the  labor 
movement  in  Southern  California  come  to  the  strikers’ 
aid  by  demanding  that  in  addition  to  full  union  recog- 
nition, all  charges  be  dropped  and  not  one  of  these 
militant  fighters  be  deported!  Victory  to  the  strike!  Stop 
migra  union-busting! 


Vote  Down  the  Sellout! 

Union  Tops  Sabotage 
Philly  City  Workers  Strike 

PHILADELPHIA — After  months  of  being  held  in 
check  by  the  union  tops,  Philly  city  workers  struck 
on  Tuesday,  October  6.  This  was  the  first  joint  strike 
of  blue-  and  white-collar  city  workers  since  1986. 
The  key  issue  is  a plan  by  Democratic  mayor  Ed 
Rendell,  supported  by  the  entire  city  council,  to  break 
the  unions  by  enforcing  “management  rights"  and  pri- 
vatization of  city  services.  But  despite  the  workers' 
eagerness  to  fight  “Fast  Eddy"  Rendell,  the  last  thing 
the  AFSCME  union  bureaucrats  wanted  was  a major 
class  battle  that  would  upset  Clinton's  presidential  cam- 
paign. They  abjectly  folded  the  strike  in  16  hours,  the 
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Philly  sanitation  workers  fight  Mayor  Rendell’s 
“privatization"  schemes. 

shortest  work  stoppage  by  city  workers  in  50  years. 

The  combative  mood  of  the  city  workers  was  clear 
in  the  week  before  the  strike,  as  garbage  in  the  streets 
and  paperwork  in  city  offices  began  to  pile  up.  When 
the  strike  began,  sanitation  workers  in  AFSCME  Dis- 
trict Council  33  were  angry,  bitter  and  determined  to 
defend  their  jobs  and  their  union.  Pickets  at  the 
Wheatsheaf  Lane  garbage  transfer  station,  targeted  to 
be  privatized  by  Waste  Management  Inc.,  told  Workers 
Vanguard  of  vicious  harassment.  One  black  worker 
said,-“I  had  to  transfer  from  a station  on  the  west  side 

when  a supervisor  called  me  a n r in  front  of  my 

wife!” 

In  Center  City,  militant  picket  lines  were  predomi- 
nantly composed  of  black  women.  They  stood  on  the 
steps  blocking  the  entrance  to  the  D.A.’s  offices  on 
Arch  St.  Just  after  4 p.m.,  assistant  D.A.s  who  were 
lined  up  along  the  curb,  itching  to  put  working  people 
in  jail,  couldn't  stand  it  any  longer  and  charged  the 
picketers  on  the  steps.  The  feisty  pickets  held  the  line 
and  drove  the  would-be  strikebreakers  back  down  to 
the  pavement.  As  they  lost  ground,  the  yuppie  D.A.s 
dragged  two  women  down  on  the  ground  and  began  to 
stomp  on  them.  The  rest  of  the  pickets  threw  the  punks 
off  and  rescued  their  sisters. 

But  16  hours  after  the  picket  lines  went  up,  the 
AFSCME  bureaucrats  sent  15,000  city  workers  back 
to  work  under  a tentative  settlement  which  includes  a 
wage  freeze  until  April  1995,  massive  cuts  in  city  pay- 
ments for  medical  benefits,  privatization  of  city  serv- 
ices and  layoffs  if  the  city  declares  a “budget  deficit." 
The  agreement  is  so  bad  that  one-third  of  the  bargaining 
committee  of  District  33,  representing  the  12.Q00  city 
blue-collar  workers,  voted  against  it.  DC  33  president 
James  Sutton  lamely  pleaded  it  was  “the  best  deal  we 
could  get."  But  a water  workers  business  agent  told 
the  press^  “The  union  caved  in. ...  It’s  a terrible 
contract." 

AFSCME  DC  47  bureaucrats,  representing  3,000  city 
white-collar  workers,  quickly  followed  suit.  DC  47 
president  Thomas  Paine  Cronin  had  already  said  where 
he  stood  before  the  strike:  “it  is  our  intention  to  keep 
the  rank  and  file  working  for  as  long  as  we  can”  (AFL- 
CIO  News,  28  September).  The  union  tops,  as  usual, 
refuse  to  let  the  membership  meet  on  the  sellout;  instead 
they  will  be  forced  to  vote  by  mail.  Philly  workers: 
Dump  their  sellout!  For  the  unions  to  fight  means  driv- 
ing out  the  present  spineless  labor  traitors  and  replacing 
them  with  a leadership  that  has  the  guts  and  the  pro- 
gram to  wage  a real  class  struggle. 

Labor  Day  in  Philly  should  have  been  the  kick-off 
of  an  all-out  war  on  the  union-busters.  The  entire  city 
labor  movement  was  poised:  AFSCME  workers  had 
been  held  back  from  striking  for  two  months;  the  con- 
tract for  20,000  teachers  and  other  school  employees 
expired  on  September  7.  Even  the  hidebound  fakers  on 
the  AFL-CIO  Central  Labor  Council  made  noises  about 
a general  strike,  but  quickly  settled  the  teachers’  con- 
tract. And  now  they’ve  shafted  AFSCME. 

Philly  bosses  have  waged  a long  campaign  to  break 
the  power  of  labor  in  this  city.  When  former  mayor 
Wilson  Goode,  black  Democratic  front  man  for  Reagan 
reaction,  carried  out  the  horrendous  racist  bombing 
and  massacre  of  six  adults  and  five  babies  of  the 
MOVE  commune  in  1985,  it  was  a threat  to  blacks  and 
unionists  like  Reagan’s  crushing  of  the  PATCO  air  con- 
trollers. Goode  followed  the  MOVE  massacre  with  a 


campaign  against  the  predominantly  black  sanitation 
workers  of  DC  33. 

Whether  it’s  Rizzo.  Goode  or  Rendell,  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  mayors  and  their  racist  cops  have  carried 
out  a war  on  unions  and  minorities  in  Philadelphia. 
They  continue  to  persecute  the  MOVE  prisoners, 
locked  away  in  Pennsylvania  state  prisons  for  the 
"crime"  of  surviving  the  Philly  cop  assaults.  Black  jour- 
nalist Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  framed  by  Rizzo  for  his  elo- 
quent defense  of  MOVE  and  black  Philadelphia,  sits 
on  death  row  in  Huntingdon.  Free  all  the  MOVE  pris- 
oners! Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

The  unions  can  bust  the  union-busters,  but  this  means 
standing  up  to  the  capitalist  state — beginning  with  a 
fight  to  oust  the  bosses'  lieutenants  in  the  labor  bureauc- 
racy. Waging  strikes  to  win  requires  mass  picket  lines 
that  no  one  crosses,  defying  court  injunctions,  and  this 
must  be  accompanied  by  a political  fight  to  build  a 
class-struggle  workers  party. 


Victory  to  the  NASSCO 
Shipyard  Strike! 

After  a resounding  91  percent  vote  for  a strike,  the 
2,700  workers  at  National  Steel  & Shipbuilding  in  San 
Diego  shut  down  the  yard  on  October  1.  The  workers, 
members  of  the  Operating  Engineers.  Teamsters, 
Machinists,  Electricians,  Ironworkers.  Carpenters  and 
Painters  unions,  struck  NASSCO,  the  last  ship  con- 
struction yard  on  the  West  Coast,  for  the  fourth  time 
in  eleven  years. 

Machinists  business  agent  Peter  Zschiesche  told  WV 
that  the  Navy,  which  provides  almost  all  NASSCO  con- 
tracts, was  caught  unawares.  The  heavily  Latino  and 
black  workforce  was  eager  to  hit  back  at  the  shipbuilder, 
which  is  attacking  seniority  with  a plan  to  rate  the 
“efficiency”  of  the  workers  in  deciding  who  gets  laid 
off.  Jose  Rios  told  the  San  Diego  Union-Tribune  (2 
October),  "I  have  been  working  here  for  18  years.  If 
the  company  cuts  seniority,  I cannot  stand  for  it.  This 
is  my  life."  Skilled  journeymen  at  the  yard  currently 
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Striking  NASSCO  shipyard  workers  on  San  Diego 
waterfront,  October  7. 

earn  only  $12.72  per  hour,  eight  cents  less  than  they 
did  five  years  ago. 

In  1980,  after  angry  protests  at  the  NASSCO  yard 
against  unsafe  working  conditions,  a govemment/com- 
pany  conspiracy  set  up  and  railroaded  three  union  mil- 
itants. including  two  supporters  of  the  Communist 
Workers  Party.  As  part  of  a union-busting  drive,  the 
workers  were  crudely  framed  up  and  convicted  of 
“bomb  conspiracy”  charges  in  a trap  set  by  an  FBI 
provocateur. 

In  the  last  decade,  shipyards  up  and  down  the  coast 
have  closed  their  gates,  as  the  Navy  whipsaws  yards 
across  the  country  against  each  other  in  order  to  gut 
the  unions.  NASSCO  was  unloaded  by  the  Morrison- 
Knudsen  conglomerate  in  a phony  “employee  stock 
ownership  plan"  leaving  total  control  in  the  hands  of 
NASSCO  bosses. 

A victory  at  NASSCO  would  boost  a much-needed 
organizing  drive  by  the  unions'  United  Waterfront 
Council  among  workers  of  non-union  subcontractors, 
starting  with  the  big  yard  at  Southwest  Marine,  which 
has  some  1,500  workers  in  San  Diego.  Victory  to  the 
NASSCO  strike!  ■ 
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Free  Mark  Curtis! 

Workers  League  Brokers 
Frame-Up  Operation 


There’s  a first-rale  anti-communist 
witchhunt  in  progress  over  the  case  of 
Mark  Curtis,  a member  of  the  quirky 
reformist  Socialist  Workers  Party,  now 
doing  25  years  in  the  Iowa  state  peni- 
tentiary on  frame-up  charges.  The  Des 
Moines  district  attorney’s  1988  railroad- 
ing of  Curtis  was  aided  and  abetted  by 
the  Workers  League,  a dubious  outfit  that 
specializes  in  provocation,  in  pursuing 
its  vendetta  against  the  SWP,  long  a tar- 
get of  government  harassment  and  “dirty 
tricks."  But  although  Curtis  has  spent 
the  past  four  years  behind  bars,  his 
defense  campaign  has  been  the  object  of 
a frenzied  assault  by  right-wing  femi- 
nists who  want  to  prevent  him  from  get- 
ting out  on  parole.  Their  aim  is  to  smear 
the  entire  left  as  racists,  rapists  and  sex- 
ists. To  do  so,  they  pass  off  the  Workers 
League  as  good  coin,  ignoring  its  history 
of  many  years  of  sinister  provocation, 
insist  on  the  existence  of  a “rape”  which 
even  the  prosecution  doesn't  claim  took 
place,  and  cite  a plethora  of  “pro-victim" 
sources  which  turn  out  to  be  linked  to 
government  agencies. 

There’s  some  pretty  strange  stuff 
going  on,  particularly  coming  out  of  the 
Boston  area.  Consider  the  following: 

• The  Boston  NAACP  has  been  on 
campaign  footing  circulating  a letter  (dat- 
ed March  14)  declaring  “MARK  CURTIS 
IS  A VIOLENT  RAPIST!"  and  urging 
those  who  had  defended  him  to  withdraw 
their  names  from  the  Curtis  campaign. 

• When  multiracial  protests  swept  the 
country  in  solidarity  with  the  Los  Ange- 
les upheaval  against  the  acquittal  of  the 
racist  cops  who  beat  Rodney  King,  Bos- 
ton NAACP  official  Mary  Bertin  and 
some  associates  attended  a May  8 dem- 
onstration at  Boston  City  Hall.  They 
were  there  not  to  protest  the  racist  L.A. 
verdict,  but... to  circulate  an  anti-Curtis 
tract  calling  to  “ Dis-endorse  now " and 
saying  “it’s  not  anti-left  to  be  anti-rape.” 

• Days  later,  at  a May  16  Boston  SWP 
forum  on  the  Rodney  King  case,  a group 
of  so-called  progressives  showed  up 
including  Bertin,  Fred  Pelka  of  “Men  to 
End  Sexual  Assault"  (MESA)  and  other 
activists  of  the  "stop  rape  movement." 
They  had  come,  not  to  discuss  police 
brutality,  and  certainly  not  to  criticize 
the  SWP's  reformist  call  on  George 
Bush’s  "Justice  Department"  to  indict 
the  cops.  but... to  set  up  a picket  line 
outside  the  Pathfinder  Bookstore,  chant- 
ing "Racist,  sexist  SWP!”  and  “Keep 
Mark  Curtis  in  jail!” 

• On  July  18,  a forum  was  held  at  the 
Boston  Public  Library  where  Bertin. 
Pelka  and  Ann  Russo,  a women’s  studies 
professor  at  MIT.  participated  in  a panel 
discussion  whose  purpose  was... to  de- 
stroy the  Mark  Curtis  Defense  Commit- 
tee activities  in  the  Boston  area.  Mark 
Curtis  was  described  here  as  a “white 
man"  who  “raped"  "an  Afro-American 
woman,"  and  the  SWP  as  "racists"  who 
“glorify”  a "rapist.” 

• At  a demonstration  in  Boston  on  Sep- 
tember 30,  where  thousands  of  black 
Haitian  workers  were  protesting  the  anni- 
versary of  the  military  coup  that  over- 
threw the  government  of  the  radical  priest 
Jean-Bertrand  Aristide,  the  anti-Curtis 
crowd  was  back  again,  with  leaflets  not 
against  the  bloody  junta  and  its  links  to 
the  U.S.  government  but... denouncing  a 
socialist  group  and  its  imprisoned  mem- 
ber for  "Racism  and  Rapism." 


What  kind  of  people  go  to  a Rodney 
King  demonstration  against  cop  brutality 
and  a Haiti  demonstration  against  a mil- 
itary junta  in  order  to  pillory  a young 
socialist  militant  who  was  active  in 
the  defense  of  immigrant  workers  at  a 
meatpacking  plant  in  the  Midwest?  Even 
if  they  think  he  is  guilty  of  rape, 
why  are  self-proclaimed  advocates  of 
the  interests  of  women,  blacks  and  labor 
so  driven  to  go  after  someone  who  is 


already  in  jail?  What  is  going  on  here? 

What’s  going  on  here  is  a sinister, 
organized  provocation  with  a not-so- 
hidden  agenda  of  vilifying  the  left.  In 
the  name  of  victims’  rights  and  stopping 
rape,  a network  has  sprung  up  that  works 
closely  with  the  police,  embraces  vigi- 
lantism  and  is  in  the  tow  of  reactionary 
forces.  With  liberal  rhetoric  they  engage 
in  witchhunting  taken  straight  from  the 
book  (literally)  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  And 
the  whole  operation  is  being  brokered 
by  David  North’s  Workers  League, 
which  is  obsessed  with  destroying  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  and  sees  this 
case  as  its  vehicle. 

The  Spartacist  League  has  no  love  lost 
for  the  rotten-reformist  SWP,  but  we  can 
tell  a dirty  frame-up  when  we  see  it.  And 
this  one  is  a threat  to  everyone.  Rape 


and  sexual  abuse  are  serious  crimes, 
and  we  have  given  careful  consideration 
to  the  Curtjs  case.  We  have  read  the 
400-page  trial  transcript  and  the  vol- 
uminous articles  and  pamphlets  on  this 
case,  and  we  have  documented  our  con- 
clusion that  Mark  Curtis  was  framed — 
see  the  statement  of  the  SL/U.S.  Politi- 
cal Bureau.  “The  Workers  League  and 
Mark  Curtis"  (WV  No.  480,  23  June 
1989),  and  our  article  "Why  Should 


Anyone  Believe  David  North?”  (WV 
No.  487,  13  October  1989). 

The  Railroading  of  Mark  Curtis 

Mark  Curtis  is  a former  national  chair- 
man of  the  SWP’s  youth  group,  the 
Young  Socialist  Alliance.  At  the  time 
of  his  arrest  he  was  a union  activist  at 
the  Swift  packing  plant  in  Iowa.  There 
had  been  a lot  of  turmoil  in  the  Mid- 
west meatpacking  industry,  particularly 
around  the  protracted  1985-86  Hormel 
strike  by  Local  P-9  in  Austin,  Minnesota, 
which  was  broken  by  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  company,  the  Demo- 
cratic stale  government  and  the  social- 
democratic  national  union  bureaucracy. 
In  the  Swift  plant  in  Des  Moines,  four 
days  before  Curtis’  arrest  in  March  1 988, 
an  INS  immigration  raid  had  picked  up 


Singer/Militant 


Mark  Curtis  after  savage  beating  by 
Des  Moines  cops  in  March  1988. 

17  workers.  On  March  4.  Curtis  spoke 
in  Spanish  at  a meeting  in  defense  of 
these  workers.  Only  hours  after  this,  he 
was  arrested  at  the  Morris  residence  in 
Des  Moines  by  cops  who  took  him  to 
police  headquarters  where  they  beat  him 
to  a pulp,  calling  him  a "Mexican  lover." 

In  September  1988,  Curtis  was  con- 
victed of  third  degree  sexual  assault  and 
first  degree  burglary.  The  state  charged 
that  he  had  forced  his  way  onto  the  porch 
of  the  Morris  house,  and  attempted  to 
rape  1 5-year-old  Demetria  Morris.  Cur- 
tis said  he  was  lured  there  by  a request 
for  aid.  By  no  account,  not  even  that  of 
the  police  or  the  young  woman  at  the 
trial,  did  a rape  ever  take  place,  nor  was 
anything  stolen,  nor  was  there  a weapon. 
Whatever  may  have  happened  to  Demet- 
ria Morris,  there  was  never  any  physical 
evidence  of  contact  between  Curtis  and 
the  alleged  victim.  The  court  refused  to 
allow  testimony  about  the  government’s 
multi-year  campaign  of  “dirty  tricks” 
aimed  against  the  SWP.  And  now  Curtis 
is  serving  a 25-year  sentence.  Despite 
vows  by  members  of  the  Iowa  State 
Parole  Board  that  he  will  serve  his  entire 
sentence  unless  he  confesses  his  "guilt," 
Curtis  has  not  been  broken.  “I  am  not  a 
rapist,  but  a fighter  for  women’s  rights. 
And  I am  not  guilty  of  the  crimes  I have 
been  charged  and  convicted  of,"  Curtis 
declares. 

The  Workers  League  has  aided  the 
capitalist  state  prosecution  of  this  young 
socialist  militant  as  part  of  their  decades- 
long  vendetta  against  the  eccentric,  and 
pretty  irrelevant,  reformists  of  the  SWP. 
In  the  trial,  the  closing  arguments  of  the 
Polk  County  prosecutor  were  taken  vir- 
tually verbatim  from  the  pages  of  the 
WL's  paper,  the  Bulletin.  After  the  con- 
viction. they  have  sought  to  destroy  Cur- 
tis’ defense  committee  and  drive  away 
its  endorsers.  Through  the  father  of  the 
alleged  victim,  Keith  Morris,  they  went 
to  the  capitalist  courts  demanding  the 
names  of  endorsers,  and  access  to  the 
defense  committee  finances.  WL  agents 
have  crisscrossed  the  globe  searching 
out  individuals  who  endorsed  or  contrib- 
uted to  the  defense  fund,  contacting  and 
harassing  them. 

In  January,  Mark  Curtis  won  a police 
brutality  suit  against  the  Des  Moines 
cops  who  beat  him  bloody  the  night  of 
his  arrest.  (The  verdict  came  a month 
after  the  Des  Moines  cops  were  exposed 
for  the  brutal  beating  of  a black  worker, 
Larry  Milton,  who  they  subsequently 
tried  to  frame  up  on  "theft"  charges.) 
The  court  decided  the  cops  lied  when 
they  said  they  didn’t  beat  up  Mark  Cur- 
tis, and  awarded  him  $1 1,000  plus  attor- 
ney’s fees.  Since  the  cops  were  critical 
witnesses  at  Curtis'  trial,  that  testimony 
is  deeply  suspect  as  well. 

The  Smear  Campaign 

All  this  has  only  been  a spur  for  the 
Workers  League  to  accelerate  their  cam- 
paign smearing  Curtis  as  a “depraved 
rapist."  The  WL  went  after  Curtis’  labor 
support,  lining  up  with  the  Iowa  AFL- 
CIO  officialdom  as  well  as  bourgeois 
black  organizations  like  the  Des  Moines 
NAACP  and  Black  United  Front.  More 
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recently  they  have  hooked  up  with  a clot 
in  Boston  including  the  Rape  Crisis  Cen- 
ter. black  politicos  and  union  officials. 
As  a result  of  their  poison  campaign, 
some  20  people  have  reportedly  with- 
drawn their  support,  including  former 
Boston  mayoral  candidates  Mel  King 
and  Rev.  Graylan  Ellis-Hagler,  IUE 
Local  201  president  Jeff  Crosby  (Lynn 
GE).  former  Boston  University  professor 
Howard  Zinn  and  feminist  author  Mar- 
garet Randall. 

Circulating  in  the  feminist  milieu  are 
several  articles  notable  for  their  praise 
of  the  Workers  League  and  virulent 
attacks  on  "the  left"  for  supposed  racism. 
"The  Strange  Case  of  Mark  Curtis:  Vic- 
tim or  Victimizer?”  by  Fred  Pelka  of 
Boston  MESA  appeared  in  an  obscure 
Queens.  New  York  “progressive  wom- 
an's quarterly"  On  the  Issues  (Spring 
1991).  And  the  Boston-based  feminist 
newspaper  Sojourner  (October  1992)  has 
an  article  by  Ann  Russo.  "Mark  Curtis: 
When  Racism  Equals  Rapism."  Russo 
calls  the  WL’s  Martin  McLaughlin  "one 
of  the  few  progressives  who  supported 
the  rape  survivor  and  her  family."  She 
also  lays  out  the  witchhunt  campaign  in 
detail: 

"Efforts  to  challenge  the  propaganda  of 
the  defense  committee  escalated  this 
past  spring  when  Mary  Berlin,  on  behalf 
of  the  Boston  NAACP.  got  involved.  .. 
A group  of  us.  including  Barry  Shuchter. 
Fred  Pelka,  Anita  Saville  and  others, 
including  myself  on  behalf  of  White 
Women  Against  Racism  and  Violence 
Against  Women,  have  been  directing  our 
efforts  towards  supporters  of  Curtis,  en- 
couraging them  to  disendorse  his  defense 
campaign." 

"Some  activists  wonder  why  we  are 
making  such  an  effort  to  stop  the  Curtis 
defense  campaign,"  Russo  writes.  “In 
this  case,  the  rape  survivor  faces  an  inter- 
national progressive  community  that 
supports  this  white  male  rapist."  She 
quotes  Mary  Bertin  saying:  “For  the  past 
four  years,  [the  SWP  has]  literally  had 
the  reign  of  the  world,  and  that  has  to 
end.  I felt  the  NAACP  could  be  her 
voice,  and  so  we  designed  a campaign 
to  inform  people  of  Demetria's  story.” 

Russo’s  piece  is  loaded  with  emotional 
white  liberal  guilt-tripping.  At  issue  in 
the  Curtis  case,  she  claims,  is  “a  young 
working-class  African-American  girl... 
brutally  raped  and  beaten  by  a white 
man.”  Russo  keeps  repeating:  Deme- 
tria  Morris  was  "brutally  raped  and 
assaulted.”  she  is  “a  rape  survivor." 
Russo  puts  herself  inside  the  victim’s 
mind,  saying  "imagine  being  reminded" 
about  “the  good  things  that  the  man  who 
raped  you  has  done.”  Russo  imagines 
this,  imagines  that.  Of  the  SWP,  she  says 
that  “they  consistently  downplay  the 
rape"  of  one  of  the  "women  of  color  who 
have  been  raped  by  white  men,”  and  they 
ignored  “the  impact  of  their  campaign  on 
the  rape  survivor.”  How  has  the  SWP 
"gotten  away  with"  a “support  campaign 
in  defense  of  a rapist,"  she  asks.  The 
“progressive  community. ..supports  this 
white  male  rapist,"  and  this  supposedly 
“illustrates  the  racist  ignorance  and 
denial  of  sexual  assault  that  continue  to 
permeate  the  progressive  community." 

Russo  locates  the  source  of  this  in  “the 
ideology  that  so-called  ‘good  men’ 
(which  in  this  country  translates  into 
white  men)  don't  rape.”  In  the  May  8 
leaflet  this  is  rendered  as  "‘good  men’ 
(that  is,  progressive  activists)  don’t 
rape.”  What  is  the  conclusion?  That  all 
men  rape?  But  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
imaginary  psycho-projection  and  dema- 
gogic collective  guilt-tripping,  a simple 
fact  has  been  left  out:  in  this  case  there 
was  no'rape!  In  fact  the  state  dropped 
the  charge  of  rape  against  Mark  Curtis. 
So  why  then  this  tabloid-style  hysteria 
based  on  the  assertion  that  there  was  a 
rape?  And  what  purposes  does  the 
exploitation  of  the  non-rape  of  Demetria 
Morris  serve? 

In  Defense  of  the 
Scottsboro  Boys 

In  this  respect,  the  article  by  Fred 
Pelka  of  Men  to  End  Sexual  Assault  is 
instructive.  This  smear  job  paints  the  left 
as  “sexists"  who  reflexively  defend  and 


Scottsboro  Boys  Slandered  Again 


American  CP  and  the  International  Labor  Defense  battled  courts  and  NAACP  sabotage  to  mobilize  mass  support  among 
labor  and  blacks  for  Scottsboro  Boys  (right)  against  false  charges  of  rape. 


harbor  rapists  if  they  are  among  "their 
own.”  Pelka  claims  that  a “feminist  anal- 
ysis of  the  Curtis  case"  shows  “how 
effectively  the  left  has  acted  to  silence 
the  survivor."  “What  does  it  mean.  , 
when  so  many  ‘politically  correct’  peo- 
ple are  willing  to  take,  at  face  value,  the 
word  of  a white  man  convicted  of  rape 
over  that  of  his  Black  victim?"  And  in 
showing  that  the  left  supposedly  has  a 
long  tradition  of  vilifying  rape  victims, 
he  obscenely  cites  the  case  of  the  Scotts- 
boro Boys! 

This  astounding  claim  comes  in  re- 
sponse to  Russ  Davis,  a Boston  supporter 
of  the  Curtis  defense  campaign,  who 
wrote  that  there  are  historical  precedents 
for  the  use  of  rape  in  frame-ups.  Pelka 
asserts: 

“It’s  significant  that  Davis’  list  of  cases 
where  rape  ‘has  been  used  in  frame-ups’ 
begins  and  ends  with  the  ’Scottsboro 
Boys’ — a group  of  African-American 
men  convicted  of  rape  by  an  all-white 
(and  all-male)  jury  in  Alabama  in 
1931 .... 

"There  is  one  similarity,  though,  between 
the  Curtis  case  and  that  of  the  Scottsboro 
defendants.  In  both  cases,  the  prosecu- 
tion witnesses,  women  without  access  to 
power  and  unable  to  tell  their  stories, 
were  vilified  by  the  left.  In  60  years  that 
much,  at  least,  hasn’t  changed.” 

What  racist,  anti-communist  trash!  Nat- 
urally Pelka  doesn’t  bother  to  mention 
that  the  Scottsboro  Boys — nine  young 
black  men — were  sentenced  to  die  on  the 
basis  of  the  testimony  of  two  young 
white  women,  based  on  charges  of  rape 
that  had  been  manufactured  by  the  Ala- 
bama cops!  But  to  keep  Curtis  in  jail, 
Pelka  is  glad  to  retry  these  victims  of 
Southern  lynch  law. 

Defense  of  the  Scottsboro  Boys  was 
the  focus  of  an  international  campaign, 
centrally  led  by  the  Communist  Party,  in 
which  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
were  mobilized  to  save  these  young 
black  men  from  Jim  Crow  “justice."  As 


for  the  two  women,  one  did  "tell  her 
story."  Ruby  Bates  later  recanted  her  tes- 
timony, and  in  1933  marched  at  the  head 
of  a protest  in  front  of  the  White  House 
demanding  freedom  for  the  Scottsboro 
Boys.  As  James  P.  Cannon,  the  founder 
of  American  Trotskyism,  wrote  in  a 1 932 
article  entitled  "Mobilize  White  Workers 
for  Scottsboro  Prisoners": 

"The  deliberately  planned  assassination 
of  the  unfortunate  Negro  children  is 
notice  to  the  entire  world  that  imperialist 
America,  this  pretended  pacifist  and 
friend  of  justice,  is  in  fact  a monster.  The 
endeavor  to  thwart  its  bloody  designs  in 
the  present  case  calls  out  the  deepest  and 
best  human  instincts.” 

Not  so  for  Pelka  & Co.,  for  whom,  even 
60  years  later,  the  case  of  the  Scottsboro 
Boys  calls  out  the  basest,  if  reflexive, 
instincts. 

What  gets  them  seeing  red  is  not  the 
lynch  rope,  but  that  the  lives  of  these 
young  men  were  saved  by  mobilizations 
led  by  Communists.  In  his  attack  on  the 
left  over  the  Scottsboro  Boys,  Pelka  is 
playing  on  an  old  theme.  The  NAACP 
sabotaged  the  Scottsboro  defense,  de- 
fended the  court  that  convicted  the 
framed-up  youth,  denounced  the  mass 
mobilizations  and  raised  the  cry  of  the 
“red  menace,”  accusing  the  CP  of  using 
the  case  for  its  own  purposes.  (Only  four 
years  later,  under  intense  pressure  from 
the  black  masses,  did  the  NAACP  finally 
take  up  the  case.)  During  the  McCarthy- 
ite witchhunt,  the  liberal  historian  Wil- 
son Record  vituperated  against  the  CP 
over  the  Scottsboro  case  in  his  book  The 
Negro  and  the  Communist  Party  (1951 ). 
And  today  we  have  the  Boston  and  Des 
Moines  NAACP  and  Fred  Pelka  playing 
the  same  theme  in  the  Mark  Curtis  case. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Workers  League 
has  scandalously  erased  the  Scottsboro 
Boys  from  American  working-class  his- 
tory. While  fraudulently  claiming  to  have 
recently  resuscitated  the  traditions  of  the 
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CP’s  International  Labor  Defense,  the 
economist  WL  never  mentions  any  of  the 
ILD’s  defense  of  blacks.  Moreover,  the 
WL’s  Bulletin  (3 1 July)  fulsomely  quotes 
from  Pelka  and  Russo  without  a mention 
of  their  vicious  anti-communism  and 
racism.  Their  silence  on  these  issues  is 
utterly  damning. 

The  Scottsboro  and  the  Curtis  frame- 
ups  are  wielded  in  a cynical  attempt  to 
portray  the  left  as  enemies  of  women 
and  blacks.  Pelka.  Bertin  & Co.  are  sup- 
porters of  the  racist  capitalist  system. 
Just  look  at  the  charge  of  “lying."  Pelka 
approvingly  cites  the  argument  of  pros- 
ecutor Catherine  Thune  that  Curtis  can’t 
be  trusted  because  he  lied... on  an  em- 
ployment application!  Is  there  another 
way  to  get  a job?  And  what  about  the 
"illegal”  immigrant  workers  at  Swift 
whose  jobs  Curtis  was  defending — if 
their  documents  weren’t  in  order  does 
that  mean  they  should  be  deported?  On 
the  other  hand,  Pelka  waves  aside  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  cops.  Gonzalez,  had 
been  suspended  from  the  Des  Moines 
police  for  lying,  saying  he  was  only 
"fudging  an  arrest  report  to  protect  the 
identity  of  an  informant."  Actually,  Gon- 
zalez was  caught  lying  about  beating  a 
suspect. 

A lot  of  Pelka’s  stuff  sounds  like  it 
comes  out  of  the  House  Un-American 
Activities  Committee.  "How  is  it,”  he 
wants  to  know,  that  the  SWP  has  gotten 
so  much  support  for  Mark  Curtis?  For 
the  answer  he  goes  to  Barry  Shuchter, 
formerly  an  editorial  committee  member 
of  the  Boston  Labor  Page.  "The  first 
thing  (SWP  members)  do  is  the  personal 
favors  trick,”  says  Shuchter.  "They  say. 
‘We’ve  been  on  the  line  with  you,  we’ve 
come  to  your  events.  Now  we’re  asking 
for  this  one  favor  in  return.’  Then  comes 
the  ‘Look  who  else  has  endorsed'  trick." 
This  sounded  so  much  like  a page  out 
of  J.  Edgar  Hoover’s  Masters  of  Deceit 
that  we  decided  to  check.  Sure  enough, 
the  FBI  boss  gave  as  an  example  of  Com- 
munist agitation: 

“The  communists  publish  a story:  John 
Doe  has  been  arrested,  the  charge  is  mur- 
der....  The  Party  machinery  springs  into 
action,  typical  of  thousands  of  mass- 
agitation  campaigns..  . The  next  step  is 
probably  the  formation  of  the  XYZ  Com- 
mittee to  Save  John  Doe. ...  Finally  come 
the  unsuspecting  noncommunists,  with 
contact  being  made  either  in  person  or 
on  the  telephone. 

‘"Mr.  X.  I’m  So-and-So  from  the  XYZ 
Committee  to  Save  John  Doe.  I was  just 
over  at  Mr.  Y’s  office.  You  know  him, 
don’t  you?’... 

"On  and  on.  ‘Dr.  F,  Rev.  O,  etc.,  have 
given  statements’.... 

"‘Why.'  a friend  will  say  after  reading 
the  testimonial,  'if  So-and-So  endorses 
that  organization  [or  issue],  it  must  be 
OK.'  The  dupe  becomes  a communist 
thought-control  relay  station." 

Pelka  and  Shuchter  have  learned  well  at 
the  knee  of  this  master  of  frame-ups. 

continued  on  page  13 
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Imperialism 
Starves  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

140,000  tons  of  food  to  Somalia,  but  it 
later  turned  out  that  only  one-tenth  of 
that  amount  would  be  airlifted;  the  rest 
will  supposedly  be  available  the  "next 
fiscal  year"  and  will  be  sold  to  "mer- 
chants in  Kenya.”  The  racist  arrogance 
of  the  Washington  fat  cats  is  summed 
up  by  one  official  who  suggested  that 
Somalia  “should  be  paved  over  and 
turned  into  a parking  lot”  ( Washington 
Post,  12  August). 

Instead  of  feeding  the  population, 
food  relief  has  become  a weapon  in  the 
savage  fighting  between  Somali  clan 
chiefs.  Journalists  report  that  starving 
villagers  who  received  food  aid  were 
assassinated  and  their  food  seized  by 
the  warlords.  The  UN,  while  stationing 
500  Pakistani  soldiers  to  protect  the 
unloading  of  shipments  at  the  port  of 
Mogadishu,  is  negotiating  to  sell  most 
of  the  food  at  cut-rate  prices  to  local 
strongmen,  who  will  resell  the  supplies 
at  exorbitant  prices  to  finance  their  mur- 
derous feuding.  Washington  saw  in  this 
human  tragedy  an  opportunity  to  do 
some  saber  rattling,  stationing  a 2.400- 
man  Marine  amphibious  group  from  the 
Persian  Gulf  just  off  the  coast  of 
Mogadishu  to  provide  "seaborne  com- 
mand and  control.” 

The  violent  disintegration  of  the 
Somali  state  is  a by-product  of  the  col- 
lapse of  Stalinist  rule  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  For  more  than  two  decades,  the 
Somalian  regime  of  Mohammed  Siad 
Barre  played  off  the  Soviet  Union 
against  U.S.  imperialism,  obtaining  the 
guns  and  a dribble  of  aid  that  enabled 
him  to  keep  "order.”  With  the  end  of  the 
Cold  War,  Barre  lost  his  international 
backers  and  last  year  fell  from  power. 
The  country  was  engulfed  in  furious  war- 
fare among  rival  clans  who  turned  on 
each  other  the  modem  weaponry  that  had 
been  provided  by  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  The  capital  of  Mogadishu  was 
turned  into  a wasteland. 

For  a full  year  the  world’s  capitalist 
leaders  closed  their  eyes  to  the  famine 
raging  in  Somalia.  Last  July,  it  suddenly 
became  front-page  news  when  UN  sec- 
retary general  Boutros  Boutros-Ghali 
challenged  the  expansion  of  the  UN 
“peacekeeping”  operation  in  Bosnia- 
Hercegovina,  calling  it  a "rich  man’s 
war"  which  detracted  from  relief  opera- 
tions in  black  Africa.  Journalists  sud- 
denly discovered  the  tragedy  in  Somalia. 
Now  UN  aid  operations  have  resumed, 
but  many  who  flock  to  the  relief  camps 
are  already  so  sick  that  food  alone  can 
no  longer  help  them.  Since  almost  no 
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Above:  Somali 
famine  victims  are 
buried  wrapped  in 
sacks  from  food 
relief.  Lack  of 
medical  supplies 
condemns  many 
children  (right) 
who  are  too  ill 
to  be  saved  by 
food  alone. 
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medical  supplies  are  being  sent,  epidem- 
ics of  measles,  pneumonia  and  tubercu- 
losis are  decimating  the  population  of 
weakened  children  and  turning  the 
camps  into  what  one  relief  worker  called 
a “death  trap." 

Now  that  the  Horn  of  Africa  no  longer 
has  strategic  interest  for  the  imperialists, 
they  see  no  profit  in  "humanitarian"  aid. 
When  famine  last  struck  Africa  in  1984- 
85.  the  world's  capitalist  leaders  mobi- 
lized relief  for  Ethiopia  (and  rock  stars 
sang  "We  Are  the  World”)  to  discredit 
the  Soviet-allied  regime.  (They  virtually 
ignored  the  other  sub-Saharan  countries 
which  were  also  hit  by  the  drought.)  This 
time,  famine  in  Africa  coincides  with  a 
massive  cut  in  grain  production  engi- 
neered by  the  U.S.  to  drive  up  prices. 
After  a record  harvest  in  1990,  the  U.S. 
slashed  wheat  production  by  30  percent 
(27  million  tons),  largely  by  reducing 
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the  area  planted,  triggering  the  largest 
one-year  fall  in  worldwide  grain  produc- 
tion in  history. 

So  as  Africa  is  starving,  the  imperial- 
ists order  huge  cutbacks  of  grain  pro- 
duction! The  answer  to  mass  hunger  is 
not  philanthropy  but  class  struggle.  And 
the  main  enemy  is  not  a bunch  of  feuding 
clans  in  Somalia,  but  the  worldwide  cap- 
italist system  which  produces  solely  for 
profit  and  not  to  satisfy  human  need. 
Lenin  noted,  regarding  one  of  the  many 
famines  in  tsarist  Russia  (when  the  gov- 
ernment continued  to  export  grain  in  the 
midst  of  starvation); 

“There  neither  is  nor  can  be  any  other 
means  of  combating  unemployment  and 
crises,  as  well  as  the  Asiatic-barbarian 
and  cruel  forms  the  expropriation  of  the 
small  producers  has  assumed  in  Russia, 
than  the  class  struggle  of  the  revolution- 
ary proletariat  against  the  entire  capitalist 
system.  The  rulers  of  the  capitalist  state 
are  no  more  concerned  about  the  vast 
numbers  of  famine  and  crisis  victims 
than  a locomotive  is  concerned  about 
those  whom  it  crushes  in  its  path.  Dead 
bodies  stop  the  wheels,  the  locomotive 
halts,  it  may  (with  a too  energetic  driver) 
jump  the  rails,  but,  in  any  case,  after  a 
delay,  long  or  short,  it  will  continue  on 
its  way." 

— V.I.  Lenin,  “Review  of  Home 
Affairs"  (October  1901) 

Africa:  Imperialism  and 
Hunger 

Africa's  natural  resources  are  more 
than  adequate,  if  correctly  utilized,  to 
provide  sufficient  food  for  its  popula- 
tion. Estimates  of  the  continent’s  uncul- 
tivated arable  land  range  from  three  to 
four  times  the  area  presently  cultivated. 
As  one  study  concluded,  "there  is  little 
doubt  that  Africa  contains  enough  land 
to  feed  its  present  population  and 
more,  if  rural  areas  were  properly  devel- 
oped" (Ronald  Cohen,  ed..  Satisfying 
Africa's  Food  Needs  [1988]).  However, 
the  irrigation  projects,  drainage  of 
swamps  and  cleaning  of  disease-infested 
areas  which  would  be  required  to 
develop  Africa's  agricultural  potential 
are  unthinkable  as  long  as  Africa 
is  squeezed  in  the  vise  of  Wall  Street 
and  the  international  bankers. 
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Nowhere  is  the  necessity  of  world- 
wide socialist  revolution  clearer  than  in 
the  inhuman  condition  that  capitalism 
imposes  on  its  colonial  and  semi- 
colonial slaves.  Famine  has  become  a 
chronic  condition  in  Africa  and  the 
situation  is  getting  steadily  worse.  The 
UN  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
(FAO)  estimates  that  about  a third  of  the 
450  million  people  on  the  continent  suf- 
fer from  malnutrition  and  between  one- 
quarter  and  one-fifth  of  the  population 
in  the  region  does  not  have  enough  food 
to  be  able  to  work  or  pursue  any  form 
of  physical  activity  (Jean  Dreze  and 
Amartya  Sen.  eds..  The  Political  Econ- 
omy of  Hunger  [1991]). 

Africa  is  caught  in  the  blind  alley, 
inherited  from  colonialism,  of  concen- 
trating its  agriculture  on  tropical  cash 
crops  for  sale  on  the  world  market. 
Prices  for  these  crops  are  steadily  falling 
because  of  the  imperialist  stranglehold 
on  the  world  market  for  tropical  exports. 
This  market  is  characterized  by  compe- 
tition among  many  suppliers  while  a few 
giant  trading  companies,  often  having  a 
near-monopoly,  drive  prices  down  by 
playing  suppliers  off  against  each  other. 
For  example,  Kenya,  Tanzania,  Ethiopia, 
Uganda  and  the  Ivory  Coast  all  compete 
with  each  other  (and  with  Brazil,  Colom- 
bia and  others)  to  sell  coffee  to  a handful 
of  companies  like  General  Foods  and 
Nestld. 

At  the  same  time,  90  percent  of  world 
grain  exports  come  from  North  America, 
giving  the  U.S.  near-monopoly  control 
of  the  market  for  exportable  grain.  The 
hammer  lock  that  a few  U.S.  trading 
companies  have  on  the  world  market  for 
food  grains  makes  the  “oil  cartel"  pale 
in  comparison.  The  result  is  that  world 
food  prices  have  steadily  skyrocketed. 
In  the  decade  following  the  mid-’70s, 
African  countries'  food  bill  increased 
five-fold — and  their  foreign  debts  in- 
creased ten  times. 

The  high  price  of  oil  is  often  cited 
as  the  reason  underdeveloped  countries 
are  driven  into  debt  to  the  world  bank- 
ers. In  reality,  food  imports  place  a 
much  heavier  burden  on  the  poorest 
countries  than  oil.  Imports  of  food  and 
fertilizer  in  the  mid-1970s  cost  the  least- 
developed  countries  nearly  twice  as 
much  as  their  payments  for  oil  imports. 
Many  African  countries,  after  selling 
their  cash  crops  on  the  world  market, 
are  able  to  import  less  food  than  they 
could  have  grown  themselves! 

But  they  are  not  permitted  to  grow  it 
themselves.  The  imperialist  powers,  and 
their  agents  in  the  IMF  and  the  World 
Bank,  see  to  it  that  the  semi-colonial 
countries  increasingly  concentrate  on 
cash  crops  to  "export”  themselves  out 
of  the  debt  crisis.  This  only  pushes  them 
further  into  the  red.  When  the  Sudan,  in 
the  1970s,  decided  to  switch  over  from 
cotton  to  food  production  in  the  vast, 
irrigated  Gazeira  region,  the  IMF  and 
World  Bank  imposed  a veto.  As  a World 
Bank  official  explained:  “Cotton  defi- 
nitely has  an  advantage  in  terms  of  effi- 
ciency of  production  and  profit  margin 
in  the  short  run  over  wheat  in  that  area" 
(PBS  documentary  “The  Politics  of 
Food."  6 January  1988). 

This  is  simply  a continuation  of  the 
policy  followed  by  the  colonialists  since 
they  first  conquered  Africa,  of  seeking 
to  eliminate  subsistence  farming  in  favor 
of  cash  crops  for  the  market.  Only  in 
this  way  could  the  Africans’  labor  be 
transformed  into  profit  to  fill  the  colo- 
nialists' coffers.  Vast  tracts  of  land  were 
seized  outright  and  turned  into  planta- 
tions. Peasants  who  retained  their  land 
were  "persuaded”  to  stop  producing  food 
by  such  measures  as  taxation  (which 
required  cash  crop  production  in  order 
to  have  money  to  pay  the  tax),  stark  coer- 
cion and  even  subsidizing  food  imports. 
By  imposing  cash  crops,  often  to  the 
exclusion  of  staple  foods,  colonialism 
sowed  the  seeds  of  famine. 

Numerous  academic  studies  have  been 
made  to  uncover  the  causes  of  the  crisis 
of  African  agriculture  and  to  propose 
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ways  to  increase  the  productivity  of 
those  peasant  holdings  producing  food. 
However,  the  root  of  the  problem  was 
explained  by  Lenin  in  Imperialism,  the 
Highest  Stage  of  Capitalism  (1916): 

"It  goes  without  saying  that  if  capitalism 
could  develop  agriculture,... if  it  could 
raise  the  living  standards  of  the  masses, 
who  in  spite  of  the  amazing  technical 
progress  are  everywhere  still  half-starved 
and  poverty-stricken,  there  could  he  no 
question  of  a surplus  of  capital.  ..  But 
if  capitalism  did  these  things  it  would 
not  be  capitalism:  for  hoth  uneven  devel- 
opment and  a semi-starvation  level  of  ex- 
istence of  the  masses  are  fundamental 
and  inevitable  conditions  and  constitute 
premises  of  this  mode  of  production." 

The  “Food  Weapon” 

The  excruciating  fact  is  that  the  terri- 
ble famines  which  strike  capitalism’s 
semi-colonies  take  place  in  the  midst  of 
plenty.  Currently,  worldwide  production 
of  cereal  grains  alone  is  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply a diet  of  3,600  calories  a day  to  every 
man,  woman  and  child  on  the  planet.  As 
a recent  study  declared:  “If  food  were 
distributed  equitably,  current  supplies 
would  be  more  than  adequate  to  provide 
an  ample  diet  to  all”  (Basil  Blackwell, 
Hunger  in  History  [1990]).  The  reason 
food  does  not  get  distributed  to  all  is 
that  under  capitalism,  food  is  a commod- 
ity which  is  sold  on  the  market  in  order 
to  make  a profit.  Like  any  other  business, 
agribusiness  seeks  to  monopolize  and 
control  the  market  to  keep  prices  as  high 
as  possible  and  maximize  profits. 

To  achieve  hegemonic  control  of  the 
world  food  market,  the  U.S.  carried  out 
a fundamental  transformation  of  that 
market — and  turned  agriculture  into  the 
country’s  number  one  export  industry. 
Before  World  War  II.  Europe  was  the 
only  continent  which  was  a net  importer 
of  food,  all  others  produced  more  food 
than  they  consumed.  By  the  1960s,  this 
had  been  fundamentally  altered.  All 
continents  except  North  America  (and 
Australia)  now  produce  less  than  they 
consume  and  have  become  net  importers 
of  food.  By  the  late  1970s,  the  under- 
developed countries  of  Africa,  Asia  and 
Latin  America  had  gone  from  being 
non-importers  of  food  to  buying  almost 
80  percent  of  U.S.  wheat  exports. 

The  unchallenged  dominance  of  the 
U.S.  as  global  food  supplier  was 
achieved  through  a policy  of  massive 
government  assistance  to  U.S.  agricul- 
ture and  forcing  world  grain  prices  down 
in  order  to  “drive  out”  the  competition. 
Grain  prices  on  the  world  market  were 
kept  low  by  “dumping”  U.S.  grain  at  arti- 
ficially low  prices,  by  maintaining  enor- 
mous unsold  government  grain  reserves 
and  by  massive  food  aid  (through  the  PL 
480  program)  and  credits  (in  the  1950s, 
U.S.  aid  alone  accounted  for  one-third 
of  world  trade  in  wheat). 

When  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Viet- 
namese people  knocked  U.S.  imperial- 
ism from  its  position  as  hegemonic  impe- 
rialist power,  marked  by  the  devaluation 
of  the  dollar  in  August  1971.  agriculture 
was  slated  by  U.S.  leaders  to  play  a cen- 
tral role  in  shoring  up  the  declining  U.S. 
economy.  In  1972,  U.S.  leaders  engi- 
neered a world  “food  crisis”  which  drove 
food  prices  to  unprecedented  levels  by 
taking  50  million  acres  out  of  production 
and  wiping  out  U.S.  grain  reserves. 
Despite  famines  in  Africa  and  Bangla- 
desh and  crop  failure  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  U.S.  slashed  food  aid  to  one- 
third  its  previous  level  (much  of  the  rest 
was  sent  to  South  Vietnam  and  Cambo- 
dia to  help  finance  the  war).  By  1974.  a 
ton  of  wheat  was  selling  for  three  times 
as  much  as  a ton  of  oil! 

The  U.S.  imperialists  were  quick  to 
seize  on  their  power  to  throw  under- 
developed countries  into  starvation  as  a 
way  of  furthering  their  political  interests. 
A secret  CIA  report  of  August  1974 
projected  that  "the  United  States’  near- 
monopoly position  as  a food  exporter... 
could  give  the  U.S.  a measure  of  power 
it  never  had  before"  (quoted  in  Robert 
Paarlberg,  Food  Trade  and  Foreign  Pol- 
icy [1985]).  President  Reagan’s  secretary 


of  agriculture  enthused  that  food  was  the 
U.S.’  “greatest  weapon"  because  "coun- 
tries become  more  dependent  on  Amer- 
ican farm  exports  and  become  reluctant 
to  upset  us"  (New  York  Times,  24  Decem- 
ber 1980). 

The  U.S.  pioneered  the  use  of  food  as 
a weapon  during  the  Vietnam  War  when 
President  Lyndon  Johnson  repeatedly 
interrupted  food  aid  to  India,  suffering 
from  the  terrible  famine  of  1965-66,  in 
retaliation  for  criticisms  of  U.S.  policy. 


In  late  1974,  as  a million  people  in 
Bangladesh  perished  in  a famine,  the 
U.S.  cut  off  food  aid  because  Bangladesh 
sold  jute  to  Cuba.  In  late  1982,  when 
famine  struck  Ethiopia,  the  U.S.  held  up 
relief  assistance  because  Ethiopia  was  a 
Soviet  ally.  And  last  year,  as  famine 
swept  across  southern  Sudan,  the  UN  cut 
off  food  relief  because  of  Sudan’s  sup- 
port for  Iraq  in  the  Gulf  War.  The  cut- 
throats in  Washington  have  turned  death 
by  starvation  into  a routine  instrument 
of  foreign  policy. 

Hunger  and  the 
“Green  Revolution” 

Technological  advances  in  agriculture 
have  been  spectacular  in  the  last  30 
years,  but  under  capitalism  even  these 
have  translated  into  increased  hunger 
and  misery.  The  “Green  Revolution”  was 
launched  in  1943  in  Sonora,  Mexico 
where  Norman  Borlaug  (who  received 
the  1970  Nobel  peace  prize)  with  the 
backing  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation 
used  genetic  selection  to  develop  “mir- 
acle" strains.  Since  they  were  introduced 
in  the  mid-1960s,  hybrid  strains  of 
wheat,  rice  and  com  have  provided 
spectacularly  increased  yields.  India 
went  in  five  years  from  severe  famine 
to  being  self-sufficient  in  grain.  Indo- 
nesia, which  had  been  the  world’s  largest 
rice  importer,  became  self-sufficient  in 
two  years.  The  new  hybrid  strains  were 
touted  as  solving  the  problem  of  world 
hunger. 

In  fact,  the  hunger  of  the  world’s  poor 


has  increased  as  a result  of  the  “Green 
Revolution.”  Hybrid  strains  will  grow 
only  if  they  have  irrigation,  fertilizer 
and  insecticides  which  require  enor- 
mous capital  outlays.  Only  the  largest 
landowners  can  profit  from  the  new  tech- 
nology, and  small  peasants,  unable  to 
compete,  are  driven  from  their  land.  A 
study  by  the  Asian  Development  Bank 
of  the  consequences  of  the  "Green  Rev- 
olution” in  the  1970s  concluded  that  the 
number  of  malnourished  people  had 


increased,  that  rural  incomes  had  de- 
clined and  that  unemployment  had  been 
exacerbated.  It  declared  that  “the  region 
is  no  closer  to  solving  the  food  problem 
than  ten  years  ago"  (quoted  in  Susan 
George,  Feeding  the  Few:  Corporate 
Control  of  Food  [1979]). 

The  liberals'  proposals  for  “solving” 
the  hunger  crisis — such  as  easy  credit 
for  small  agricultural  producers,  organ- 
ization of  producer  cooperatives  and 
breakup  of  the  agribusiness  monopo- 
lies— are  centered  on  preserving  and 


reinforcing  small  farmers.  This  is  a futile 
attempt  to  hold  back  the  tendency  under 
capitalism  to  increased  concentration  of 
capital.  Despite  the  American  myth  of 
the  family  farm,  which  capitalist  ideo- 
logues are  now  trying  to  transplant  to 
the  ex-USSR,  in  fact  corporate  "facto- 
ries in  the  field"  (relying  on  heavy 
mechanization  and  low-paid  Mexican 
agricultural  workers)  are  far  more  effi- 
cient producers.  In  fact,  the  majority  of 
American  agricultural  output  now  comes 
from  units  that  are  the  size  of  Soviet 
collective  farms. 

Hunger  is  not  exclusively  a "Third 
World"  problem.  It  results  from  the  pov- 
erty and  misery  which  are  inevitably  pro- 
duced by  capitalist  exploitation.  In  South 
Africa,  the  sixth  leading  grain  producer 
in  the  world,  three  million  black  children 
suffer  from  clinically  diagnosable  mal- 
nutrition, and  some  50,000  die  each  year 
from  illnesses  related  to  hunger.  In  the 
U.S..  a scientific  survey  determined  that 
12  million  children — more  than  a quarter 
of  all  children — are  chronically  under- 
nourished ( Scientific  American.  Febru- 
ary 1987).  And  the  immiseration  of  the 
ghetto  population  fosters  epidemics  of 
deadly  diseases  of  poverty,  from  cholera 
and  tuberculosis  to  AIDS.  In  Africa 
alone,  an  estimated  six  million  people 
have  been  infected  with  HIV  viruses. 

With  present-day  technology,  U.S. 
agriculture  alone  could  make  up  for  the 
entire  world  shortfall  of  food  production, 
eliminating  hunger  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  With  aid  from  the  advanced  indus- 
trial countries,  Africa  could  feed  itself 
and  have  plenty  of  surplus  left  over  to 
invest  in  improving  the  life  of  the 
masses.  The  question  is  what  class  holds 
the  power.  So  long  as  capitalism 
remains,  it  will  continue  to  reproduce 
the  scourge  of  mass  hunger.  However, 
capitalism  sows  the  seeds  of  its  own 
destruction.  By  socializing  and  interna- 
tionalizing production,  it  lays  the  basis 
for  the  working  class,  through  world 
socialist  revolution,  to  institute  eco- 
nomic planning  on  a global  scale.  ■ 
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Somali  regime,  without  Soviet  backing,  fell  last  year.  Savage  clan  warfare 
destroyed  the  capital,  Mogadishu  (above). 
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Stalinist  Has-Beens: 
Left  Wing  of  Nationalist 
Counterrevolution 


The  following  is  a leaflet  produced  in 
Russian  hy  the  International  Communist 
League  for  distribution  in  the  former 
USSR. 


ICL  Leaflet  in  Ex-USSR 


Leon  Trotsky,  for  which  countless 
numbers  of  Bolshevik-internationalists 
went  to  their  deaths  at  the  hands  of  Sta- 
lin's assassins.  The  program  of  the  Left 
Opposition  was  the  program  of  the  Bol- 
shevik victory  in  October  1917.  Stalin- 
ism, which  trampled  on  that  program, 
received  its  death  blow  in  August  1991, 
but  the  communism  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky 
lives  in  the  international  class  struggle. 

Now  with  the  demise  of  the  CPSU, 
there  are  more  organizations  than  one 
can  count  which  call  themselves  “com- 
munist” or  “socialist”:  the  Russian 
Communist  Workers  Party  (RKRP)  of 
Viktor  Anpilov  and  General  Albert 
Makashov,  the  All-Union  Communist 
Party  (VKPB)  of  Nina  Andreyeva,  the 
Russian  Party  of  Communists  (RPK)  of 
Anatoly  Kryuchkov,  the  Union  of  Com- 
munists (SK)  of  Alexei  Prigarin,  the 
Socialist  Party  of  Labor  (SPT)  of  Roy 
Medvedev  and  A.  Denisov,  and  the 
Socialist  Party  of  the  Ukraine  (SPU),  as 
well  as  Boris  Kagarlitsky’s  Labor  Party 
(PT).  They  claim  to  represent  significant 


For  the  Communism  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky! 

Why  Haven’t  the 
Workers  Risen  Up? 

It  is  now  more  than  a year  since 
the  forces  of  counterrevolution  led 
by  Boris  Yeltsin  and  orchestrated  by 
Washington  gained  the  ascendancy  and 
launched  a forced  draft  march  toward 
capitalist  restoration.  Hunger  and  home- 
lessness stalk  the  land.  Pensioners  line 
the  street,  selling  their  possessions  to 
survive.  Thousands  of  factories  face 
liquidation.  Fratricidal  wars  rage.  The 
counterrevolutionary  drive  could  have 
been  spiked  through  concerted  workers' 
mobilization  against  the  Yeltsiniles  at  the 
outset,  against  the  devastating  price  rises 
in  January,  against  the  threat  of  mass 
unemployment  which  has  been  looming 
for  months.  But  this  has  not  happened. 
Why?  At  bottom  it  is  a question  of  pro- 
letarian leadership. 

The  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)  said  in  August 
1991  that  a mobilization  of  Moscow 
workers  should  have  swept  away  the 
counterrevolutionary  scum  on  Yeltsin's 
White  House  barricades.  We  issued  an 
urgent  call,  "Soviet  Workers:  Defeat 
Yeltsin-Bush  Counterrevolution!"  At 
the  same  time,  the  botched  putsch  by 
the  GKChP  |“Emergency  Committee") 
sought  to  enforce  "perestroika  without 
glasnost"  by  imposing  the  heavy  hand 
of  repression  in  order  to  continue  on 
Gorbachev’s  road  to  capitalism.  We 
raised  a program  to  mobilize  the  working 
class  in  struggle  against  the  restorationist 
drive:  for  independent  workers  commit- 
tees in  all  enterprises  to  prevent  layoffs 
and  privatization,  through  seizing  con- 
trol of  production;  against  the  witchhunt- 
ing ban  on  the  CPSU;  for  multinational 
workers  defense  guards  to  prevent  inter- 
communalist  fratricide  and  nationalist 
and  anti-Semitic  pogroms. 

Following  the  imposition  of  Yeltsin’s 
“shock  treatment,”  in  our  leaflet  “Form 
Workers  and  Soldiers  Soviets  to  Slop 
Capitalist  Restoration!”  we  raised  the 
call  for  workers  committees  to  seize  con- 
trol of  food  distribution,  backed  up  by 
workers  defense  guards.  “There  can  be 
no  return  to  the  old  crap  of  Stalinism," 
we  stressed.  “Out  of  yesterday's  Stalin- 
ists come  today’s  Yeltsinites.” 

Throughout,  the  ICL  has  fought  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  to  restore 
the  multinational  Soviet  state  on  the 
basis  of  its  Leninist  foundations,  to  drive 
out  the  capitalist-restorationist  govern- 
ments of  Yeltsin,  Kravchuk  & Co.  and 
replace  them  with  the  rule  of  democrat- 
ically elected  soviets  of  workers  and 
soldiers  deputies,  and  for  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  to  lead  the  workers 
struggle  to  victory.  In  this,  we  continue 
the  struggle  of  the  Left  Opposition  of 


Remnants  of  Stalinist  bureaucracy  now  calling  themselves  patriots  (left)  block  with  anti-Semitic  Russian  fascists  such 
as  Pamyat  (right). 


forces  within  the  working  class.  Yet  they 
have  not  organized  a hint  of  serious 
working-class  resistance  to  the  ravages 
of  capitalist  restoration. 

From  "hardline"  Stalinist  leftovers 
like  Anpilov  and  Andreyeva  to  pro- 
Gorbachev  social  democrats  like  Med- 
vedev, these  organizations  have  been  a 
roadblock  to  struggle  by  the  multi- 
national Soviet  working  class.  The  rea- 
son: these  organizations  continue  the 
Stalinist  policies  of  nationalism  and 
blocs  with  bourgeois  forces  which  paved 
the  way  for  counterrevolution.  The 
workers,  not  only  here  but  throughout 
the  entire  world,  have  paid  dearly  for 
this. 

Nearly  seven  decades  of  Stalinist 
bureaucratic  rule  politically  paralyzed 
and  atomized  the  Soviet  proletariat. 
Today  the  numerous  decomposition 
products  which  emerged  from  the  col- 
lapse of  the  bankrupt  Stalinist  apparatus 
aid  the  consolidation  of  the  counter- 
revolution by  sowing  passivity  and  crim- 
inally fanning  chauvinism  within  the 
multinational  proletariat.  One  and  all. 
they  have  blocked  with  reactionary 
nationalist  and  other  pro-capitalist  ele- 
ments who  are  no  less  committed  to 
counterrevolution  than  Yeltsin. 

“Red-Brown"  Coalition: 

Betrayal  of  the  Working  Class! 

The  demonstrations  of  Anpilov's 
RKRP  invariably  include  the  fascist 
Pamyat  and  a gaggle  of  supporters  of 
the  rabidly  anti-Semitic  Zhirinovsky, 
while  Anpilov’s  Molniya  (No.  39)  calls 
on  its  readers  to  subscribe  to  that 
Pamyat-loving  chauvinist  rag  Dien.  The 
RKRP  is  prominent  in  the  disgust- 
ing “red-brown"  coalition  with  out- 
right Great  Russian  chauvinists  like 
the  anti-Semitic  writer  V.  Rasputin  and 
Zhirinovsky,  the  monarchist  Alexander 
Nevzorov  and  the  Russian  National 
Synod  ( Sobor ) of  General  Alexander 
Sterligov.  On  the  RKRP  Central  Com- 
mittee sits  Makashov,  who  calls  Yel- 
tsinites "Zionists"  and  regularly 


denounces  "cosmopolitans” — Stalin’s 
anti-Semitic  code  word  for  Jews — and 
was  elected  to  the  presidium  of  the  Sobor. 
It  is  no  accident  that  Pamyat  endorsed 
Makashov  for  president  in  June  1991. 

The  June  12  conference  in  Mos- 
cow of  the  Sobor — including  monarch- 
ists, black-shirted  fascists  and  Cossacks 
in  full  regalia,  as  well  as  the  RKRP 
— marked  an  important  stage  in 
the  strengthening  of  fascist-corporatist 
forces.  The  Sobor  railed  that  the  Yeltsin 
regime  is  an  “administration  of  national 
treason”  which  is  “Russophobic  and  Jew- 
loving.”  Sterligov  is  just  as  fanatic  an 
anti-communist  as  Yeltsin  or  Gaidar. 
Sterligov  denounces  communism  as 
"hostile  to  the  old  national  traditions  of 
Russia... so  it  is  quite  impossible  to  col- 
laborate with  people  who  are  carriers  of 
this  ideology.”  Both  Sterligov  and  his 
deputy  Ilya  Konstantinov,  who  parades 
as  head  of  the  “All-Russian  Toilers 
Assembly.”  sided  with  Yeltsin  in  August 
1991.  But  while  Anpilov  rails  against 
Yeltsinite  “demofascists,”  this  does  not 
prevent  him  from  licking  Sterligov 's 
boots.  The  Leningrad  RKRP’s  Narod- 
naya  Pravda  (No.  24)  featured  the  full 
text  of  Sterligov ’s  June  12  speech  to  the 
Sobor.  Molniya  (No.  40)  published 
another  speech  by  Sterligov  and  hailed 
it  as  an  example  of  the  “intellectual  might 
of  the  opposition." 

Sterligov/Zhirinovsky  try  to  poison 
the  Russian  workers  with  chauvinism, 
the  better  to  lead  them  to  the  capitalist 
slaughter.  And  they  are  aided  in  their 
efforts  by  those,  like  the  RKRP.  who 
stand  at  their  side  obscenely  waving  red 
flags.  This  is  a cynical  operation. 
Anpilov  & Co.  call  the  Yeltsin  gang 
"demofascists"  in  order  to  justify  unity 
with  “national  patriots"  against  Western 
influence.  This  harks  back  to  the  sup- 
posed "national  unity"  against  the  Nazi 
invaders  in  1941,  when  Stalin  resurrec- 
ted the  tsarist  watchword  of  the  “strong 
state"  (derzhava).  What  a perversion  of 
history!  It  was  neither  Stalin’s  chauvin- 
ist progaganda  for  a “Great  Patriotic 


Counterrevolutionary 
rabble  manning 
barricades 
at  Yeltsin 
“White  House" 

In  August  1991 
should  have  been 
dispersed  by 
working-class 
mobilization 
under  genuinely 
communist 
leadership. 
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War"  nor  the  alliance  with  the  “demo- 
cratic imperialists”  which  defeated  the 
Nazis,  but  the  heroic  effort  and  sacrifice 
of  the  multinational  Soviet  proletariat. 
The  "red-brown"  coalition  spits  on  the 
memory  of  that  struggle. 

The  Sobor's  only  difference  with  Yel- 
tsin is  in  wanting  to  restrict  a new  class 
of  capitalist  exploiters  to  purebred  sons 
of  the  Rus.  Konstantinov  calls  for  “Rus- 
sia, one  and  indivisible;  equal  rights  for 
all  forms  of  property;  a mixed  economy." 
Sterligov  rails  that  property  must  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  Jews 
and  foreigners,  but  only  “those  whose 
ancestors  built  Russia.”  In  other  words, 
he  wants  to  restore  Russia’s  factories, 
collective  farms,  mines  and  oil  fields  to 
those  who  would  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  tsarist  capitalists  and  landlords  and 
the  rest  of  the  old  Russian  nobility,  who 
will  be  no  less  servants  of  imperialism 
than  is  Yeltsin.  In  reality,  the  pre-1917 
tsarist  autocracy — for  all  its  reactionary 
Russian  nationalism — served  as  agents 
of  Western  finance  capital,  especially 
the  Paris  bourse,  in  exploiting  Russia’s 
toilers. 

Meanwhile  the  RKRP  and  others  join 
in  every  sinister  chauvinist  crusade,  as 
over  Moldova,  falling  in  line  behind  the 
fascists  and  other  counterrevolutionar- 
ies. In  doing  so  they  claim  to  be  defend- 
ing Russian-speaking  minorities  against 
nationalist  assaults.  As  Leninists  we 
oppose  all  national  privilege  and  all 
nationalisms.  To  support  either  the 
Slavic  or  Romanian  side  in  Moldova  will 
only  escalate  the  inter-ethnic  bloodlet- 
ting. further  inflame  murderous  nation- 
alism and  lead  to  an  endless  series  of 
communalist  massacres  and  counter- 
massacres.  Look  what  has  happened  in 
the  Caucasus;  and  in  Yugoslavia  the 
workers  state  was  destroyed  in  all-sided 
nationalist  fratricide! 

It  was  only  through  the  most  ruthless 
struggle  against  all  national  oppression 
that  Lenin  created  the  basis  for  the  multi- 
national Soviet  workers  state.  While  rec- 
ognizing the  right  to  self-determination 
for  all  nations,  Lenin  opposed  even  "the 
‘most  just,’  ‘purest,’  most  refined” 
nationalism  (“Critical  Remarks  on  the 
National  Question,”  1913).  He  de- 
nounced as  Black  Hundreds  propaganda 
any  taint  of  anti-Semitism  or  Great  Rus- 
sian chauvinism.  And  not  only  before 
but  also  after  October.  In  his  struggle, 
in  league  with  Trotsky,  against  Stalin  and 
Ordjonikidze  over  the  Georgian  ques- 
tion, Lenin  declared  "war  to  the  death 
on  dominant  nation  chauvinism”  (Octo- 
ber 1922). 

Yet  today  the  Black  Hundreds  chau- 
vinism denounced  by  Lenin  is  propa- 
gated by  those  falsely  claiming  his 
mantle.  A recent  issue  of  the  Toiling  Rus- 
sia newspaper  Shto  Delat  (“What  Is  To 
Be  Done”)  carried  a rehash  by  Yakushev 
of  the  anti-Semitic  tsarist  secret  police 
forgery,  “The  Protocols  of  the  Elders  of 
Zion."  Molniya  (No.  39)  then  defended 
Yakushev  as  a “leader  of  the  workers 
movement."  The  June  12  demonstration 
at  Ostankino  to  demand  a chauvinist 
“Russian  Hour”  on  television,  built 
through  the  efforts  of  Toiling  Russia, 
was  an  orgy  of  chauvinism  and  anti- 
Semitism  dominated  by  Sterligov  and 


Woman  scrounging  for  food  in  Moscow  garbage  dump.  Yeltsin's  capitalist- 
restorationlst  regime  is  starving  Soviet  working  people. 


Zhirinovsky,  with  signs  proclaiming, 
“Russian  TV  Means  TV  Without  Jews." 

As  Lenin  said,  “ Kto  kovo?"  (who  does 
what  to  whom?).  Elements  of  the  RKRP 
may  try  to  fool  themselves  that  they  are 
only  “temporarily”  using  the  Sterligovs 
and  his  ilk  to  further  the  struggle  against 
Yeltsinite  counterrevolution.  Others,  like 
the  RKRPer  whose  letter  was  pub- 
lished in  Glasnost,  worry  about  “too 
close  contact  with  national-patriots."  But 
Ostankino  shows  who  is  using  whom. 
Any  bloc  with,  any  conciliation  of  these 
reactionary  "national  patriots,"  no  matter 
how  many  red  flags  are  present,  only 


“red-brown”  coalition.  This  statement 
proclaimed:  “We,  representative  of  the 
‘left’  and  ‘right’  oppositions,  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  salvation  of 
the  Fatherland  is  only  possible  through 
joint  action  on  the  basis  of  civil  peace 
and  national  trust.”  The  declaration 
insists  on  “the  impermissibility  of  con- 
frontation between  ‘whites’  and  ‘reds'.” 

In  other  words,  this  was  an  appeal  for 
the  workers  to  maintain  “class  peace" 
while  the  fascists  march  with  impunity 
and  the  counterrevolution  rages  trium- 
phantly. The  “red-brown”  coalition  is 
simply  the  most  grotesque  form  of  the 
Spartacist  Keller/NY ' 


enterprises.”  The  same  issue  includes 
remarks  by  Buzgalin  of  the  PT.  which 
explicitly  models  itself  on  the  pro- 
capitalist  British  Labour  Party,  calling 
for  the  “transfer  of  property  to  the  work 
collectives."  All  of  these,  in  one  form  or 
another,  amount  to  calls  for  illusory 
"workers’  privatization.” 

Even  if  such  a system  could  be  set  up. 
ownership  by  work  collectives  would 
only  be  a brief  transition  to  neocolonial 
capitalist  exploitation.  Such  collectives 
would  be  competing  against  one  another 
under  conditions  of  hyperinflation,  total 
disruption  of  the  supply  system  and  mass 
unemployment.  Most  enterprises  would 
go  bankrupt  even  if  they  cut  wages  to 
the  bone.  Desperate  worker  collectives 
would  then  have  to  sell  the  enterprises 
to  foreign  investors  or  well-heeled 
members  of  the  Russian  mafia.  Even  in 
Yugoslavia,  where  limited  “workers  self- 
management”  existed  on  the  basis  of 
state-owned  property,  this  undermined 
working-class  solidarity,  increased  in- 
equality in  all  spheres  and  widened  eco- 
nomic divisions  between  the  constituent 
national  republics,  setting  the  stage  for 
the  bloody  counterrevolutionary  breakup 
of  the  country. 

We  Trotskyists  oppose  the  reactionary 
utopia  of  “workers’  capitalism"  and 
stand  for  a planned  collectivized  econ- 
omy under  a workers  government  based 
on  democratically  elected  soviets.  Gen- 
uine soviets  would  be  organs  of  mass 
struggle  and  proletarian  rule  rather  than 
the  bureaucratic  apparatuses  under  Sta- 
linism (or  the  artificial  concoctions  of 
the  rump  Stalinists  today). 

Stripped  of  “left”  phrasemongering,  in 


From  left  to  right; 
Viktor  Anpilov, 
Nina  Andreyeva  and 
Albert  Makashov, 
leaders  of  Stalinist 
“patriots”  aligned 
with  anti-communist 
Russian  nationalists. 


class-collaborationist  People’s  Front 
policy  proclaimed  by  Stalin/Dimitrov  in 
1935.  Then  as  now.  the  popular  front 
subordinates  the  workers  movement  to 
a section  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Today  there 
is  not  even  the  old  Stalinist  fig  leaf  jus- 
tifying support  to  “democratic”  capital- 
ism as  a supposed  stage  on  the  road  to 
socialism,  but  rather  an  open  bloc  with 
the  more  nationalist  wing  of  the 
counterrevolution. 

No  different  in  substance  is  the  sup- 
port given  by  many  of  these  same  ele- 
ments around  the  SPU  and  SK  in  the 
Ukraine  to  Kravchuk  in  last  year’s  pres- 
idential elections  as  the  “lesser  evil” 
against  the  fascist  Chomovil.  The  ram- 
paging Ukrainian  fascist  bands  see  no 
need  to  “unite”  with  the  left.  But  no  less 
than  Yeltsin,  Kravchuk  is  administering 
the  restoration  of  capitalism,  which  will 
necessarily  proceed  to  a fascist  Or 
bonapartist  stage  in  order  to  crush  the 
workers. 

Is  it  not  obvious  that  one  cannot  fight 
against  capitalist  counterrevolution  by 
joining  with  capitalist  forces  '.1  The  truth 
of  the  matter  is  that  none  of  these  organ- 
izations are  opposed  to  the  reintro- 
duction of  capitalism.  The  SPT,  SK  and 
RPK  all  support  a “mixed  economy,” 
which  in  the  context  of  raging  counter- 
revolution means  support  to  capitalist 
restoration. 

The  RKRP  occasionally  makes  "left" 
noises  against  privatization,  while  regu- 
larly proclaiming  the  “equality  of  all 
property  forms."  Molniya  (No.  39)  re- 
prints a statement  from  the  "Federation 
of  Communists  of  Educational,  Scientific 
and  Creative  Organizations"  which  calls 
for  "destatification"  through  "the  estab- 
lishment of  self-management  of  people's 


Russia  today  the  call  for  privatization 
through  the  "work  collectives"  is  noth- 
ing more  than  the  program  of  the  indus- 
trialist Volsky  and  would-be  strongman 
Rutskoi  for  factory  managers  to  take 
ownership  of  the  means  of  production 
under  a corporatist  “strong  state.”  They 
understand  that  the  restoration  of  capi- 
talism cannot  be  carried  through  demo- 
cratically, but  requires  the  strong  hand 
of  a bonapartist,  i.e.,  dictatorial,  regime. 

The  “Russian  Communists"  of  the 
RKRP  et  al.  are  in  fact  the  left  flank 
of  the  counterrevolutionary  faction  of 
Volsky/Rutskoi/Sterligov.  When  Rutskoi 
deployed  the  forces  of  the  state  to  at- 
tack the  air  traffic  controllers  strike  in 
August,  the  Stalinists  stood  aside.  They 
justify  their  own  hostility  to  the  strikers 
by  pointing  to  the  fact  that  the  “free  trade 
union"  leaders  are  pro- Yeltsin,  even 
though  these  unions  were  now  pitted 
against  the  Yeltsin  regime.  By  arrogantly 
blaming  the  workers  for  the  crimes  of 
their  leadership,  the  Stalinists  serve  only 
to  drive  these  workers  deeper  into  the 
arms  of  their  reactionary  leaders.  And 
where  have  the  arrogant  supposed  work- 
ers’ leaders  of  the  RKRP,  Toiling  Russia 
et  al.  ever  led  any  strikes  against  Yel- 
tsin’s starvation  policies? 

The  Anti-Leninist  Lie  of 
“Socialism  in  One  Country” 

Behind  the  capitulation  by  these  self- 
styled  "communists”  to  nationalist  coun- 
terrevolution is  their  fealty  to  Stalin/ 
Bukharin’s  nationalist  lie  of  “socialism 
in  one  country.”  Lenin  concluded  his 
brief  address  to  the  Pelrograd  Soviet 
announcing  the  workers’  seizure  of 
power  in  1917  with  the  words:  “Long 
continued  on  page  10 


Aleksandr  Rutskoi 
(far  left)  and 
Arkady  Volsky 
(above),  leaders  of 
corporatist  faction 
of  capitalist 
counterrevolution. 


furthers  their  goal  of  bloody  fascist 
counterrevolution. 


Allying  with  Capitalists 
to  Fight  Capitalism? 


The  Ostankino  demonstration  was  so 
flagrantly  reactionary  that  some  have 
sought  to  take  their  distance  from  it. 
Medvedev  and  Denisov  even  held  a press 
conference  on  June  23  to  announce  that 
"only  a few  (!]  isolated  provocateurs” 
shouted  “beat  the  yids.”  But  the  journal 
Glasnost,  on  whose  editorial  board  Med- 
vedev and  Denisov  sit,  praises  the  Sobor 
of  anti-Semitic  provocateur  Sterligov. 

And  the  SPT — along  with  the  RKRP, 
VKPB,  RPK  and  SK — joined  with  such 
reactionary  outfits  as  the  Sobor,  the 
“Union  of  Cossacks”  and  the  “Fund  for 
the  Restoration  of  the  Shrine  of  Christ 
the  Savior"  in  signing  the  "Declaration 
on  the  Founding  of  the  United  Opposi- 
tion” last  March  which  formalized  the 
Saprony/AFP  DeKeerle/Sygma 
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Stalinist 

Has-Beens... 

( continued  from  page  9) 
live  the  world  socialist  revolution!” 
Time  and  again,  Lenin — expressing  the 
view  of  all  Marxists — insisted  that 
socialism  could  triumph  only  through 
international  proletarian  revolution.  But 
in  1923-24,  the  Bolshevik  Party  of  Octo- 
ber was  strangled  and  the  program  of 
Lenin  was  thrown  overboard.  The  polit- 
ical counterrevolution  led  by  Stalin 
transformed  the  CPSU  into  a bureau- 
cratic apparatus  and  proceeded  to  betray 
one  revolutionary  opportunity  after 
another — from  China  to  Spain  to  post- 
war Western  Europe — in  the  name  of 
“socialism  in  one  country." 

From  the  RKRP  to  the  SPT,  the  var- 
ious degeneration  products  of  the  col- 
lapse of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  all 
trace  their  origins  to  this  bankrupt, 
treacherous  program.  Thus  RKRP  “ideo- 
logue" Sergeev  dismisses  the  idea  of 
“international  collectivism”  while  claim- 
ing that  “the  idea  of  Russian,  or  Great 
Russian,  if  you  please,  collectivism  will 
work."  And  Medvedev  echoes:  “We  have 
to  say... of  Leninism,  that  too  much 
importance  was  placed  on  the  idea  of 
world  revolution.”  We  have  to  say  of 
Sergeev,  Medvedev  and  their  kind,  that 
those  who  repudiate  the  Leninist  per- 
spective of  world  revolution  are  neces- 
sarily incapable  of  combatting  the 
counterrevolution. 

In  The  Revolution  Betrayed , Trotsky 
explained  that  even  a healthy  revolu- 
tionary workers  state  could  not  for 
long  escape  the  pressures  of  the  imperi- 
alist world  market.  The  choices:  either 
the  promotion  of  socialist  revolution  to 
eliminate  capitalism  internationally,  or 
conciliation  of  imperialism  abroad  and 
concomitant  rehabilitation  of  domes- 
tic nationalist  reaction.  The  Leninist- 


Trotskyists  fought  for  the  former  pro- 
gram; Stalin  and  his  heirs  promoted  the 
latter.  And  when  the  bankruptcy  of  their 
bureaucratic-commandist  system  be- 
came apparent,  Stalin's  heirs  saw  no 
alternative  but  to  accept  the  development 
of  capitalism. 

“Workers  Democracy"  Group  = 
Yeltsinite  “Democrats” 

The  grotesque  character  of  the  “red- 
brown"  coalition  provides  an  open  door 
for  some  to  offer  a seemingly  "left”  alter- 
native as  a halfway  house  to  authentic 
Leninism-Trotskyism.  This  is  the  role  of 
the  Workers  Democracy  group  of  Sergei 
Beits,  associated  with  the  British  Mili- 
tant group.  Despite  their  economist 
demands  and  workerist  rhetoric,  they 
have  not  opposed  capitalist  restoration. 
On  the  contrary,  in  August  1991,  they 
joined  the  forces  of  capitalist  restoration 
in  the  defense  of  the  White  House  with 
the  rest  of  the  Yeltsinite  “democrats.” 
Likewise,  Alexei  Gusev’s  Socialist 
Workers  Union  (affiliated  to  the  British 
Workers  Revolutionary  Party  of  Cliff 
Slaughter),  Dmitri  Zhvania’s  Proletarian 
Revolutionary  Cells  (connected  to  the 
British  anti-Soviet  Socialist  Workers 
Party  of  Tony  Cliff)  and  Workers  Power 
all  stood  with  Yeltsin  in  August  1991. 

Workers  Democracy  actually  hailsYel- 
tsin’s  counterrevolutionary  countercoup 
as  the  beginning  of  “the  revolutionary 
anti-bureaucratic  process,"  grotesquely 
paraphrasing  Lenin  in  proclaiming:  “The 
revolution  that  gave  power  to  the  bour- 
geoisie has  finished,  the  next  revolution 
will  put  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  workers.”  These  people  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  Trotskyism,  but  rather 
represent  a strain  of  Stalinophobia. 
Behind  their  talk  of  “democratic  social- 
ism" is  support  to  not-so-democratic 
capitalism  against  the  Stalinist  degener- 
ated workers  state.  They  supported  Lech 
Walesa’s  Solidamosc,  financed  by  the 
Vatican  and  the  CIA,  during  its  drive 


Cossacks, 
descendants  of 
shock  troops  of 
tsarist  autocracy, 
reappear  at 
Congress  of 
People’s  Deputies. 


Protest  against  privatization  by  workers  at  Moscow  Zil  auto  factory  in 
September  was  addressed  by  spokesman  of  the  International  Communist 
League. 


for  capitalist  restoration  in  Poland  in 
1981.  They  welcomed  the  destruction  of 
the  USSR,  absurdly  denying  that  “the 
liquidation  of  the  USSR  weakened  the 
position  of  socialism  in  the  world" 
(Workers  Democracy,  April-May  1992). 
They  are  not  Fourth  Internationalists,  but 
Second  International  social  democrats: 
the  Militant  group  in  Britain  was  for  four 
decades  buried  deep  inside  the  pro- 
imperialist,  anti-Soviet  Labour  Party,  to 
which  they  remain  loyal. 

But  in  the  classical  manner  of  oppor- 
tunists, when  they  found  there  was 
no  gain  to  be  derived  from  tailing 
the  Yeltsinite  "democrats,”  they  simply 
switched  over  to  tailing  after  the  “red- 
brown”  coalition.  In  a front-page  appeal 
to  Toiling  Russia  over  fighting  privat- 
ization, Workers  Democracy  (April-May 
1992)  in  no  way  denounced  Toiling  Rus- 
sia’s chauvinist  position — not  even  men- 
tioning the  words  “chauvinism”  or  "anti- 
Semitism.”  Now  Workers  Democracy 
has  finally  mustered  up  the  courage  to 
say,  at  least  in  the  abstract.  “Down  with 
nationalism  and  chauvinism!  Long  live 
the  October  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky!" 
But  what  can  such  words  mean  coming 
from  people  who  invited  outright  mon- 
archists for  “comradely”  discussion  at 
an  August  29  meeting  in  Moscow,  and 
stood  with  Yeltsin  on  the  barricades  of 
counterrevolution? 

Reforge  the  Communist  Party 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky! 

There  is  much  talk  today  of  reconsti- 
tuting the  CPSU.  But  what  is  decisive 
is  the  question  of  program — a fighting 
strategy  to  mobilize  the  proletariat  in 
struggle  for  its  own  power.  We  are  for 
the  reconstitution  of  the  Bolshevik  Party 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  The  draft  “Pro- 
grammatic Declaration  of  the  20th  All- 


Union  Conference  of  the  CPSU,”  pub- 
lished in  Pravda  (8  September),  con- 
cedes "large-scale  miscalculations, 
abuse  of  power  and  crimes  against  the 
positions  and  the  very  lives  of  people” 
under  the  Stalin  era,  as  Khrushchev 
already  admitted  in  1956.  But  despite 
its  denunciation  of  “betrayal  by  the 
Gorbachev-Yakovlev  group,”  there  is  no 
attempt  to  come  to  grips  with  the  degen- 
eration of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  and 
thus  it  is  only  a cover-up  for  the  policies 
which  led  to  Gorbachev  and  Yeltsin. 

At  the  CPSU  conference  itself,  held 
on  October  10,  Prigarin,  one  of  the 
authors  of  the  Pravda  declaration,  con- 
tinued to  defend  blocs  with  "patriots” 
and  called  for  an  all-inclusive  party 
containing  those  who  see  "Stalin  as  a 
criminal"  and  those  who  see  him  as  a 
"savior,”  those  who  want  a centralized 
economy  and  those  who  favor  "market 
socialism.”  Such  a Kautskyan  mishmash 
is  a recipe  for  a social-democratic  party 
which  at  best  would  confuse  and  disori- 
ent those  workers  over  whom  it  might 
exercise  influence.  What  these  former 
bureaucrats  fear  above  all  is  a clear,  rev- 
olutionary program. 

Seven  decades  of  Stalinism  perverted 
the  conception  of  revolutionary  leader- 
ship into  one  of  bureaucratic  fiat,  but- 
tressed by  the  constitutional  enshrine- 
ment of  the  “leading  role  of  the  party.” 
Revolutionary  leadership  is  the  struggle 
to  break  the  working  masses  from  the 
misleaders  who  foster  bourgeois  and  na- 
tionalist ideology,  and  to  mobilize  them 
around  the  genuine  interests  of  the  inter- 
national proletariat.  What  is  needed  today 
is  the  genuine  unity  of  all  who  seek  the 
communism  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  around 
the  Bolshevik  program  of  world  socialist 
revolution.  That  is  the  only  way  forward. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


from  the  workers."  Over  the  din,  UIL 
leader  Larizza,  the  main  speaker,  said 
under  pressure  that  "if  necessary  we  will 
make  a general  strike."  During  one 
of  the  cop  charges,  he  added,  “Let’s 
thank  the  police  workers."  These  were 
Larizza’s  last  words,  as  he  was  taken 
away  for  his  own  good. 

Bertinolti.  leader  of  "Essere  Sinda- 
cato"  (To  Be  a Union),  a grouping  close 
to  Rifondazione  Comunista  (RC),  was 
panic-stricken,  yelling  out.  “Stop  this 
violence  somehow!"  While  RC  mouths 
opposition  to  the  betrayals  of  CGIL 
chief  Trentin  who  signed  the  July  31 
agreement,  small-time  bureaucrats  like 
Bertinotti  are  terrified  by  the  fact  that 
the  union  brass  can  no  longer  appear 
before  the  workers  without  a security 
guard  of  10,000  goons  and  cops.  When 
the  chips  are  down,  the  RC  reformists 
stand  with  the  bureaucrats,  not  the  out- 
raged ranks. 

The  afternoon  demonstration  (around 
25,000)  by  the  Cobas  was  like  a Sunday 
afternoon  picnic  in  comparison.  The 
ranks  of  the  working  class  were  not 
present,  and  there  was  no  tension 
because  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  was 
not  there.  The  demo  gave  the  impression 
of  a leftist  playpen.  Although  small 
advanced  sections  of  the  working  class 
see  themselves  part  of  this  movement, 
the  Cobas  slogans  center  on  union 
democracy  rather  than  calling  for  revo- 
lutionary action.  And  they  try  to  sidestep 
the  crucial  task  of  breaking  the  strangle- 
hold of  the  reformist  bureaucracy  on  the 
workers. 

Militants  of  the  Lega  Trotskista.  Ital- 
ian sympathizing  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League,  sold  some 
120  copies  of  their  press,  including  a 
special  supplement  on  the  current  work- 
ers upsurge  (see  "Red  Hot  Autumn  in 
Italy.”  WV  No.  560.  2 October).  ■ 


Workers  Pitted  Against  Union  Tops,  Cops 


^ 1 La  Repubbhca 

October  2 demonstration  in  Rome  against  government  austerity:  police  and  goons  of  the  trade-union  bureaucrats 
disperse  workers  denouncing  sellout  leaders. 


ROME,  October  2 — Today  was  the  turn 
of  the  Italian  capital  to  protest  against 
the  vicious  austerity  package  of  the 
Amato  government.  Where  most  capital- 
ist governments  talk  of  “sacrifice”  as 
they  seek  to  lighten  the  belts  of  the  work- 
ing class,  the  current  prime  minister  is 
calling  for  “penance." 

Striking  government  employees  from 
the  ministries,  municipal  workers,  teach- 
ers. postal  workers  and  other  public 
employees  brought  the  city  to  a halt  as 
nearly  200,000  workers  tried  to  march 
on  the  huge  Piazza  San  Giovanni.  They 
were  furious  over  the  July  31  sellout 
accord  between  government,  business 
and  the  union  tops  that  eliminated  the 
scala  mobile  (sliding  scale  of  wages).  In 
huge  rallies  in  Florence,  Milano,  Torino, 
Bologna  and  Naples,  angry  workers  had 
been  pelting  labor  misleaders  with  rotten 
vegetables  and  worthless  coins. 

In  Rome  today,  militant  workers  and 
youth  were  hurling  ball  bearings,  bot- 
tles and  pieces  of  pavement  at  the  sell- 
out tops  of  the  CGIL-CISL-UIL  union 
federations.  The  bureaucrats,  in  turn,  sur- 
rounded themselves  with  a huge  (10,000- 
man)  helmeted  union  goon  squad  which 
was  bused  in  from  the  provinces  and 
stood  guard  in  front  of  the  podium  from 
the  early  morning  hours,  along  with  a 
massive  show  of  police  force. 

From  the  very  beginning,  concentra- 
tions of  young  militants  were  singled  out 
for  special  treatment.  They  were  carry- 


ing banners  proclaiming,  "The  Workers 
Must  Be  Allowed  to  Speak."  and  chant- 
ing “general  strike!”  The  contingents  of 
students  and  youth  were  forcibly  dis- 
persed, producing  the  first  injuries  and 
arrests.  By  the  end  of  the  morning,  over 
100  had  been  detained  by  the  police. 

Other  sections  of  the  march,  made  up 
of  public  sector  workers  and  Rank-and- 
File  Committees  (Cobas).  also  sought  to 
make  their  way  toward  the  rallying 
point.  As  the  bureaucrats  droned  on 
about  pressuring  for  improvements  in 
the  Amato  package,  the  crowd  shouted 
out  “you  clowns."  “get  out  of  the 


way"  and  "general  strike!" 

When  the  crowd  pressed  toward  the 
platform,  the  union  bureaucracy  author- 
ized a charge  into  the  crowd  as  police 
fired  off  tear  gas.  This  was  followed  by 
indiscriminate  beatings  of  demonstra- 
tors. During  the  charges,  the  bureaucrats 
could  be  heard  screaming,  "They're  only 
200  delinquents.  200  vagabonds,  200 
fascists!"  But  the  crowd  wouldn’t  leave 
the  square. 

One  embarrassed  union  marshal  re- 
marked. "Once  upon  a time  the  trade 
unions  were  there  to  defend  the  workers, 
now  they’re  here  to  defend  themselves 


Demonstration  called  by  Cobas  (Rank  and  File  Committees). 


Oregon 

Referendum... 

(continued  from  page  1 6) 

Oregon  are  double  what  they  were  this 
time  last  year. 

The  local  fascists  also  direct  their  mur- 
derous terror  against  racial  minorities. 
In  1988  an  Ethiopian  immigrant,  Mul- 
ugeta  Seraw,  was  beaten  to  death  by 
skinheads  in  Portland.  The  killers  were 
linked  to  San  Diego  "ex”-KKK  grand 
dragon  Tom  Metzger  through  his  son,  a 
skinhead  leader. 

Oregon’s  Measure  9 is  not  the  home- 
grown bigotry  of  the  backwoods  Pacific 
Northwest,  but  part  of  a national  cam- 
paign which  is  being  tested  in  Oregon 
in  order  to  advance  a vicious  reactionary 
agenda  targeting  not  only  gays,  but 
blacks,  women  and  all  of  the  oppressed. 
Colorado  now  has  a similar  measure  on 
the  ballot  to  amend  the  state  constitu- 
tion to  prohibit  "protected  status  based 
on  homosexual,  lesbian  or  bisexual 
orientation." 

The  Christian  Coalition,  of  which  OCA 
is  the  Oregon  chapter,  is  organizationally 
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linked  to  “ex”-Klansman  David  Duke  and 
arch-bigot  Jesse  Helms.  At  the  Christian 
Coalition’s  "Road  to  Victory"  conference 
in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  last  Novem- 
ber, members  of  the  OCA  attended,  along 
with  Helms.  Dan  Quayle  and  David  Duke 
booster  Reverend  Billy  McCormack, 
who  introduced  Pat  Robertson. 

OCA  promises  their  associates  to  take 
anti-gay  legislation  on  the  road  to  Cali- 
fornia if  things  go  their  way  in  Oregon. 
Voting  against  Measure  9 is  certainly 
called  for — but  this  menace  must  be 
resoundingly  defeated,  which  ultimately 
will  not  happen  through  the  ballot  box. 
but  through  class  struggle. 

Robertson's  followers  have  made  a 
point  of  going  after  not  just  “main- 
stream” gays,  an  oppressed  sector  of 
society  enjoying  little  sympathy  from  the 
rest  of  the  population,  but  a particularly 
demonized  group  within  it,  the  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA) — libeled  as  “child  molest- 
ers"— by  prominently  displaying  them  in 
the  OCA’s  video  smear  propaganda. 

The  Spartacist  League,  in  defending 
NAMBLA's  democratic  rights,  has  stood 
against  the  liberal  gay  community  and 
“radical”  feminists  who  in  past  years 
have  shown  that  they  would  turn 


NAMBLA  over  to  a murderous  lynch 
mob.  Last  January  in  San  Francisco, 
some  members  of  the  gay  milieu  literally 
stood  side  by  side  with  Confederate 
flag-waving  skinheads  in  protesting  a 
NAMBLA  press  conference — criminal 
complicity  with  bigots  who  call  for 
“Death  to  Child  Molesters”  as  part  of 
their  program  to  murder  all  gays  and 
lesbians. 

As  we  wrote  in  a 1983  article  in 
defense  of  NAMBLA.  “Not  only  is  the 
existence  of  NAMBLA.  the  livelihoods 
and  perhaps  the  lives  of  its  members 
threatened,  but  democratic  rights  for  all 
the  oppressed,  particularly  homosexuals, 
must  be  an  early  casualty  in  the  crusade" 
(WV  No.  321,  14  January  1983).  State 
out  of  all  consensual  sexual  activity! 
Government  out  of  the  bedroom! 

In  line  with  the  attacks  on  NAMBLA. 
police  and  residents  of  Tacoma,  Wash- 
ington literally  ran  out  of  town  a former 
supporter  of  the  organization,  who  had 
just  served  a prison  term  for  a child 
molestation  conviction,  after  police 
posted  notices  warning  that  he  posed  a 
"high  risk"  because  he  "felt  no  remorse." 
A cop  reportedly  responsible  for  tracking 
NAMBLA’s  activities  gloated  to  the 
Oakland  Tribune  (8  October)  that  Wash- 


ington’s "sexual  predator  law”  helped  to 
keep  a "pervert”  out  of  town. 

This  anti-gay  vendetta  is  one  aspect 
of  the  reactionary  "family  values”  hys- 
teria. The  crusade  to  "save"  the  family 
is  an  essential  part  of  a quest  for  social 
stability,  necessarily  targeting  gays, 
whose  very  existence  is  deemed  a 
“threat.”  The  “war  on  drugs,"  attacks  on 
women’s  right  to  abortion,  criminal 
neglect  of  people  suffering  from  AIDS 
and  the  onslaught  against  welfare  are 
the  product  of  decaying  capitalism. 

The  key  is  to  mobilize  the  social 
power  of  the  working  class  against 
this  filth.  The  Spartacist  League  dem- 
onstrated this  in  1982.  when  Nazis 
threatened  to  stage  a provocation  against 
Gay  Pride  Day  in  Chicago.  Instead, 
the  fascists  found  themselves  vastly 
outnumbered  by  a contingent  of  labor, 
gays,  blacks.  Jews,  and  students,  mo- 
bilized by  the  communist  Spartacist 
League. 

Hard  class  struggle  under  revolution- 
ary leadership  can  cut  through  the  anti- 
gay. anti-black,  anti-labor  crusade.  To 
bring  an  end  to  this  bigotry,  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  working  class  to  overturn 
the  capitalist  system  that  breeds  it  and 
build  a socialist  future  ■ 
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Fight  Over  Malcolm  X School 

Detroit:  WL  Blocks  with 
White  Segregationists 


Swastikas  emblazoned  on  school 
doors.  A poster  reading  “We  won’t  have 
Malcolm  X”  and  signed  "KKK."  A 
crowd  of  angry  whites  shouting  “Open 
your  school  in  a crack  house!"  Is  this 
Little  Rock,  1956?  Selma?  Ole  Miss? 
No,  it’s  Detroit  1992. 

Last  year  the  Detroit  school  board 
opened  three  "black  male  academies"  for 
elementary  school  students,  named  after 
Marcus  Garvey.  Paul  Robeson  and  Mal- 
colm X.  This  summer,  the  Malcolm  X 
school  was  moved  to  the  closed  Leslie 
school  in  Warrendale,  a neighborhood  on 
the  far  west  side  of  Detroit.  Warrendale, 
which  is  over  75  percent  white  (the 
inverse  of  the  rest  of  this  heavily  black 
city)  is  home  to  many  white  cops  who 
are  forced  by  a residency  law  to  live 
inside  the  city  limits.  There  was  an  erup- 
tion of  segregationist  filth  against  the 
opening  of  the  school  at  two  school 
board  meetings  in  August  that  left  no 
doubt  about  the  motives  of  the  opposi- 
tion: “Is  this  the  forcible  integration  of 
Warrendale?”  one  racist  shouted. 

But  there  was  one  organization  that 
rushed  to  defend  the  segregationists  and 
deny  that  the  opposition  had  anything  to 
do  with  racism!  The  Detroit-based  Work- 
ers League  and  their  newspaper,  the  Bul- 
letin, have  championed  the  racists’ 
attempt  to  keep  the  Malcolm  X school 
out  of  Warrendale.  The  WL  brags  that 
their  candidates  “were  warmly  received 
by  residents  when  they  canvassed  the 
neighborhood"  and  “denounced  the 
racialist  policies  of  Mayor  Coleman 
Young  and  the  school  authorities”  (Bul- 
letin, 14  August).  With  that  line  they 
could  also  gel  applause  at  a David  Duke 
rally. 

The  WL  says  “the  issue  in  Warrendale 
is  not  race,”  and  proceeds  to  disappear 
every  racist  taunt  and  placard  at  school 
board  meetings  and  outside  the  school. 
With  phony  talk  of  uniting  the  working 
class  in  a “color-blind”  fight  against  bud- 
get cuts,  the  WL  covers  up  the  raw 
racism  spewing  from  opponents  of  the 
Malcolm  X Academy.  In  dozens  of  pages 
denouncing  the  black  Democratic  Party 
liberals  as  “racialist,"  there  is  not  a sin- 
gle mention  of  the  largely  white  crowd 
of  several  hundred  that  turned  out  for  a 
school  board  meeting  on  August  3 and 
shouted  down  speakers  with  racist  slurs. 

Of  course,  there  are  whites  in 
Warrendale  who  aren’t  racists.  However, 
unlike  the  Workers  League,  they  can  rec- 
ognize the  racist  nature  of  the  opposition 
to  the  school.  One  white  woman  whose 
son  attends  Malcolm  X spoke  out  against 
protestors  at  the  school  opening:  “It’s 
ridiculous.  I'm  just  interested  in  getting 
my  son  into  a good  school.  The  school 
is  mostly  black,  but  so  what?”  One  letter 
writer  to  the  Detroit  Free  Press  wrote: 

N 

Spartacist  League 
Public  Offices 

—MARXIST  LITERATURE — 

Bay  Area 

Thurs.  5 30-8:00  p.m..  Sat  1 00-5  00  p.m 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor  (near  17th  Street) 

Oakland,  Calilornia  Phone:  (510)  839-0851 

Chicago 

Tues  : 5:00-9:00 p.m  ,Sat  11  00a,m.-2:00p,m. 

161  W.  Harrison  St.,  10th  Floor 

Chicago.  Illinois  Phone:  (312)  663-0715 

New  York  City 

Tues.:  6:30-9:00  p.m  , Sat.  1:00-5:00  p.m, 

41  Warren  St.  (one  block  below 
Chambers  St.  near  Church  St.) 

New  York.  NY  Phone:  (212)  267-1025 

\ / 


"I  am  a white  resident  of  Detroit  who 
grew  up  in  the  Warrendale  neighbor- 
hood. I am  appalled,  but  not  surprised, 
at  the  racist  sentiments  expressed  by 
many  who  oppose  the  new  Malcolm  X 
Academy." 

Giving  a "left"  cover  to  "we  just  want 
our  neighborhood  school"  racists,  the 
Bulletin  ( 1 1 September)  screams:  "Rad- 


icals Defend  Segregated  Schools."  This 
is  a prime  example  of  the  Workers 
League  brand  of  laborite  provocation, 
the  product  of  years  of  tailing  after  the 
pro-capitalist,  racist  labor  bureaucracy. 
While  WL  honcho  David  North  today 
writes  off  the  unions  as  no  longer 
working-class  organizations  in  any 
sense,  on  questions  of  racial  oppression 
he  sidles  up  to  the  racists  in  a way  that 
even  the  UAW’s  Owen  Bieber  couldn’t 
get  away  with. 

“African-Centered”  Education 

After  the  board  set  up  the  schools  as 
male-only  academies,  it  was  forced  to 
admit  girl  students  last  year  after  a court 
suit  by  the  ACLU  and  the  National  Organ- 
ization for  Women.  Currently  there  are 
422  boys  and  39  girls  enrolled  in  the 
Malcolm  X school,  and  despite  the  WL’s 
claim  that  Warrendale  residents  cannot 
send  their  children  there,  160  slots  are 
reserved  for  neighborhood  children. 

These  “African-centered"  schools  are 
a national  phenomenon,  a response  by 
liberal  nationalist  educators  and  politi- 
cians to  the  destruction  of  the  lives  of 
black  and  Hispanic  youth  in  the  cities. 
But  this  “voluntary”  segregation  is  a 
dangerous  accommodation  to  the  racist 
status  quo.  As  opposed  to  the  schemes 
of  black  elected  officials  and  black 
nationalists  who  accommodate  to  the 
rollback  of  black  rights  with  "Afrocent- 
ric” school  proposals,  the  Spartacist 
League  has  consistently  championed  the 
fight  for  integrated  education.  In  an 
exchange  last  year  with  jailed  Black  Pan- 
ther Wopashitwe  Mondo  Eyen  we  Langa, 
we  pointed  out: 

"While  schoolchildren  as  well  as  black 
schoolchildren  need  to  learn  about  Den- 
mark Vesey,  Frederick  Douglass.  John 
Brown,  and  Karl  Marx.  But  we’re  Marx- 
ists, not  idealists,  and  understand  that 
education  is  a class  question.  True  qual- 
ity education  for  the  masses  will  be  pos- 
sible only  with  the  expropriation  of  the 
bourgeoisie  and  the  establishment  of 
working-class  rule." 

— “On  Integrated  Education 
and  Black  Liberation." 

WV  No.  526,  10  May  1991 

Conditions  for  children  in  the  Detroit 
schools  mirror  the  devastation  that  cap- 
italism has  wrought  on  the  working  class 
of  the  city.  The  Detroit  district’s  170,000 
students  are  90  percent  black.  According 
to  the  Children's  Defense  Fund,  Detroit 


ranks  first  among  all  major  cities  in  the 
number  of  children  living  in  poverty — 
46.6  percent.  Black  Democratic  mayor 
Coleman  Young,  installed  by  the  Big  3 
auto  bosses  to  derail  and  repress  social 
struggle  in  response  to  the  1967  ghetto 
rebellion,  has  been  on  the  warpath 
against  city  unions,  slashing  wages  and 
thousands  of  jobs.  And  school  board 


superintendent  Deborah  McGriff  has 
gone  after  the  teachers  union,  provoking 
a bitter  strike  in  her  efforts  to  gut  teach- 
ers’ seniority  while  packing  more  stu- 
dents into  the  overcrowded  classrooms. 

WL  “Blind  Eye”  to  Racism 

The  Workers  League  has  campaigned 
heavily  in  Warrendale,  holding  a press 
conference  there  on  August  25.  and 
alibiing  the  racists  on  the  Sally  Jessie 
Raphael  TV  show  in  September.  WL 
Congressional  candidate  D’Artagnan 
Collier  spews  their  “color-blind"  line 
that  the  racists  in  Warrendale  "were 
justifiably  angry  at  the  news  that  Leslie 
was  to  be  reopened  as  a ‘black  academy' 
with  only  a few  openings  for  youth 
from  Warrendale."  Then  comes  his 
“evenhanded”  cover  for  his  campaign 
pitch  to  Warrendale:  “I  am  opposed  to 
segregated  schools,  whether  they  are 
proposed  by  David  Duke  or  by  Deborah 
McGriff’  (Bulletin,  1 1 September). 

This  revolting  "blind  eye"  to  racism 
is  nothing  new  for  the  Workers  League. 
From  its  inception,  the  WL  has  tailored 
its  program  to  the  most  reactionary  prej- 
udices of  the  union  bureaucracy.  Rather 


than  speak  the  truth— that  the  bedrock 
racism  of  U.S.  society  is  the  single 
greatest  obstacle  to  the  construction  of 
a multiracial,  revolutionary  workers 
party — the  WLhas  responded  with  some- 
thing much  worse  even  than  the  Debsian 
position  that  the  socialist  movement  has 
"nothing  special  to  offer  the  Negro.” 

The  WL  sneeringly  calls  the  Spartacist 
League’s  commitment  to  build  black 
leadership,  our  view  that  the  black  work- 
ing class  is  strategic  to  the  success  of 
proletarian  revolution  in  this  country,  an 
"obsession  with  race."  And  in  the  streets 
of  Boston  and  Washington.  D.C.,  this 
denial  of  the  need  to  fight  against  special 
oppression  has  placed  North  & Co. 
squarely  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  class 
line. 

When  racist  anti-busing  mobs  took  to 
the  streets  attacking  black  schoolchil- 
dren in  the  early  1970s  in  Boston,  the 
SL  fought  for  mass  mobilizations  of 
labor/black  defense  to  stop  racist  attacks 
and  to  extend  busing  to  the  suburbs.  At 
the  height  of  the  violent,  racist  rampages, 
when  black  schoolchildren's  lives  were 
in  physical  danger  and  defense  of  inte- 
grated education  was  posed  in  the  con- 
crete, the  WL’s  Bulletin  (13  September 
1 974)  declared:  “The  issue  of  forced  bus- 
ing is  being  used  to  whip  up  racism  to 
divide  the  working  class.” 

In  November  1982  in  Washington. 
D.C.,  the  Spartacist  League  initiated  and 
led  an  important  victory  against  the 
resurgent  racist  terror  of  the  Carter/Rea- 
gan years,  when  5,000  black  and  white 
workers  and  youth  drove  the  KKK  off 
the  streets.  It  was  built  in  sharp  struggle 
against  the  black  Democratic  Party  pol- 
iticians and  reformists  like  Workers 
World  who  sought  to  divert  workers 
from  stopping  the  Klan.  But  for  the 
WL — which  wasn't  to  be  found  in  D.C. 
that  November  27 — the  successful  mobi- 
lization was  a “Revisionist  Frenzy  Over 
Klan"  (Bulletin,  7 December  1982)  and 
“an  adventure  which  played  right  into 
the  hands  of  the  police": 

“For  the  Spartacists.  the  issue  in  America 
is  race,  not  class....  The  grotesque  fixa- 
tion with  the  issue  of  race  plays  an  utterly 
reactionary  role  and  the  Klan  undoubt- 
edly sees  it  as  an  assist  for  its  own 
recruitment  campaign.” 

Only  Northite  pseudo-dialectics  could 
claim  that  the  Klan  was  emboldened  by 
fleeing  before  they  even  donned  their 
sheets.  But  the  KKK  will  get  a boost 
from  the  activities  of  the  segregationist 
thugs  the  WL  is  shielding  in  Warrendale. 

If  the  racists  mobilize  in  the  streets 
against  the  Malcolm  X school,  the 
multiracial  Detroit  labor  movement 
should  be  organized  to  defend  those 
wanting  to  attend  the  school.  No  reliance 
on  the  cops  or  the  state!  An  integrated 
labor  battalion  from  the  nearby  and  his- 
torically militant  Ford  River  Rouge  auto 
plant  should  be  dispatched  to  dissuade 
the  segregationists  from  any  provoca- 
tions— including  those  of  the  misnamed 
Workers  League.  ■ 
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Lubens/Detroil  Free  Press 


12 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


On  August  5,  the 
Workers  League  asks: 

• How  did  the  police  know 
that  Curtis  was  going  to 
abruptly  leave  his  house  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  to  buy 
food? 

• How  did  they  know  he 
would  drive  by  himself? 

• How  did  they  know  which 
store  he  would  go  to,  and  what 
route  he  would  take? 

• How  did  they  know  that 
he  would  be  stopped  at  a par- 
ticular red  light,  where  he 
could  be  accosted  by  the  girl? 

• How  did  they  know  that 
he  would  agree  to  let  the  girl 
into  his  car? 

• How  did  they  know  he 
would  agree  to  drive  her  home? 

• How  did  they  know  that 
when  he  arrived  at  her  home, 
he  would  get  out  of  his  car, 
go  to  the  porch  and  then  wait 
placidly  to  be  arrested? 


5 August  1988 


...A  month  later,  the 
prosecutor's  summation: 

“How  did  the  police,  or  how 
did  Demetria  and  Jason  or 
their  family,  know  that  the 
defendant  was  going  to 
abruptly  leave  his  home,  some- 
time between  8 30  and  9:00, 
to  buy  food?  How  did  they 
know? 

“How  did  they  know  that  the 
defendant  would  get  into  a car 
and  drive  by  himself? 

“How  did  they  know  that  the 
defendant  would  go  to  the 
HyVee  store  to  do  his  grocery 
shopping?  How  did  they  know 
what  route  he  would  take? 

“How  did  they  know  that  he 
would  be  stopped  at  a particu-  < 
lar  red  light,  where  a girl 
could  approach  him?  How  did 
they  know  the  light  would  be 
red? 

“How  did  they  know  that  the 
defendant  would  agree  to  give 
this  girl  a ride  to  help  her  out? 

"How  did  they  know  that  he 
would  agree  to  drive  her  to 
her  home,  or  a home,  in  what 
the  defense  has  brought  out 
to  be  a bad  or  unsafe  neigh- 
borhood? 

"How  did  they  know  that 
when  he  arrived  at  the  home, 
he  would  get  out  of  the  car, 
agree  to  go  to  the  porch,  and 
then  wait  calmly  to  be  ar- 
rested? 


16  September  1988 


Workers 

League... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

Incidentally,  the  first  use  of  the  term 
“PC.”  to  our  knowledge,  comes  from 
J.  Edgar's  how-to  chapter  on  “The  Com- 
munist Front”:  “Don’t  just  ‘slap’ slogans 
on  cardboard.  Make  sure  they  are  ‘polit- 
ically correct’.” 

Police  Aides,  Vigilantes  and 
Willie  Horton 

What's  behind  the  new  assault  on 
Mark  Curtis  is  a right-wing  trend  that 
might  be  called  yuppie  feminism.  One 
of  the  most  tangible  effects  of  the  wom- 
en’s movement  has  been  the  appearance 
of  a layer  of  women  professionals  and 
executives:  lawyers,  professors,  bank 
managers.  They're  hostile  to  the  left,  and 
the  heroines  of  this  upwardly  mobile 
strata  include  Democratic  women  poli- 
ticians and  lady  prosecutors,  from  Liz 
Holtzman  to  Des  Moines’  Catherine 
Thune.  They  have  a ruling-class  outlook, 
including  seeing  the  state  and  its  police 
as  their  defenders  and  allies,  from  going 
after  rapists,  child  abusers  and  “pornog- 
raphy” to  “protecting”  abortion  clinics 
(by  clamping  down  on  radicals  who  seek 
to  stop  the  bible  bigots  besieging  the 
clinics). 

The  politics  of  these  self-styled  “pro- 
gressives” are  thoroughly  bourgeois,  and 
can  get  pretty  reactionary.  The  Pelka  arti- 
cle appeared  in  the  same  edition  of  On 
the  Issues  (Spring  1991 ) as  a column  by 
editor  Merle  Hoffman  in  support  of 
Bush’s  Persian  Gulf  War!  On  the  Issues 
has  a distinct  Zionist  flavor,  with  articles 
on  the  "pros  and  cons”  of  the  Israeli 
occupation  of  the  West  Bank.  It  features 
photos  of  the  Vigilante  Queen,  the 
Guardian  Angels’  Lisa  Sliwa  (at  the  trial 
of  the  black  youths  who  brutally 
assaulted  the  Central  Park  jogger).  The 
current  (Fall  1992)  issue  has  an  article, 
“Let’s  Make  Rape  an  Election  Issue," 
which  blames  Dukakis’  1988  defeat 
on  his  wimpy  response  as  to  what  he 
would  do  if  Kitty  was  raped — suppos- 
edly showing  his  "insensitivity” — while 
Bush  at  least  was  addressing  the  “issue” 
with  the  Willie  Horton  ad! 

In  the  Mark  Curtis  case,  it’s  striking 
how  the  people  lined  up  in  the  witchhunt 
against  him  all  base  themselves  on  the 
story  being  disseminated  by  the  Des 


Moines  police  and  their  adjuncts.  Pelka 
quotes  prosecutor  Thune,  Marti  Ander- 
son of  Polk  County  Victim  Services, 
Demetria  Morris’  rape  crisis  counselor 
Terry  Schock.  Barry  Shuchter,  who 
kicked  off  the  Boston  disendorsement 
campaign,  says.  “We  called  the  Des 
Moines  Rape  Crisis  Center  who  gave 
us  quite  a different  story”  from  Cur- 
tis’ defenders  ( Labor  Page,  April/May 
1990).  Well,  we  called  the  Des  Moines 
Rape  Crisis  Center,  too,  and  they 
answered  the  phone.  “Victim  Services." 
We  confirmed  that  all  of  these  are 
Polk  County,  Iowa,  official  agencies: 
Catherine  Thune,  Marti  Anderson  and 
Terry  Schock  are  all  government  spokes- 


men and  worked  together  in  preparing 
the  case  against  Mark  Curtis.  So  the 
witchhunters  call  up  the  prosecution, 
and  surprise,  they  get  the  prosecution 
line. 

How  could  you  not  believe  the  victim, 
these  righteous  feminists  ask?  A piece 
of  literature  titled,  “Rape  Myths  and  the 
Mark  Curtis  Case,”  claims:  “In  fact, 
more  than  ninety-eight  percent  of  all 
rapes  reported  to  the  police  actually 
occurred  as  described  by  the  victim.” 
Yet,  as  the  SWP  points  out.  the  source 
of  this  assertion  can  only  be  the  police 
themselves.  In  reaction  to  the  whole  his- 
tory of  rape  trials,  in  which  the  woman 
victim  was  placed  on  trial,  her  character 


Would-Be  Prosecutors  Can't  Get  Their  Stories  Straight 


A couple  of  documents  are  being  circu- 
lated by  the  campaign  to  get  supporters 
of  Mark  Curtis'  defense  to  "dis-endorse." 

“Labor  Defense  and  the  Mark  Curtis 
Case"  was  written  in  1989  by  Charles 
Adams.  Adams  is  a former  member  of 
Socialist  Action  who  was  expelled  by 
the  group  for  conducting  a private 
“investigation”  into  the  Curtis  case;  they 
noted  his  “secret  contact  with  the  Work- 
ers League." 

“The  Case  Against  Mark  Curtis”  was 
written  by  Greg  McNaghten.  a Seattle 
official  of  Brakemen’s  Local  1024,  in 
the  form  of  a 29-page  open  letter  to 
his  “fellow  UTU  [United  Transportation 
Union]  members.” 

These  documents  are  cited  as  showing 
how  a “leftist"  and  a "unionist"  under- 
took "independent  investigations"  and 
supposedly  found  that  the  evidence 
proved  Mark  Curtis  guilty.  But  some  of 
this  “evidence”  is  more  than  suspect:  for 
instance.  Adams’  account  that  after 
Demetria  Morris  was  attacked,  “blood 
was  running  down  her  face.”  This  is 
repeated  as  fact  by  other  accounts,  yet 
at  the  trial  it  was  never  stated  that  Morris 
was  bleeding.  Where  does  this  come 
from? 

Parts  of  these  documents  are  bizarrely 
revolting.  Thus  Adams  reports  his  “long 
conversation"  with  Assistant  D.A.  Cath- 
erine Thune,  whom  he  asked  to  explain 
how  a person  like  Mark  Curtis,  a union 


activist  committed  to  the  rights  of  the 
oppressed,  could  commit  such  a crime: 
"Mrs.  Thune  explained  that  she  had  han- 
dled many  rape  cases  and  that  unfortu- 
nately is  the  profile  very  often.  Mark  is 
a very  gentle  passive  person.  ..  They  do 
lots  of  little  kind  things  for  people  but 
there’s  an  inner  rage  that  may  come  out 
only  once  in  a lifetime.”  So  Curtis  is 
deemed  prone  to  rape  because  he's  a 
quiet  person! 

Then  there’s  Adams'  dismissal  of  the 
time  discrepancies  in  Demetria  Morris’ 
testimony — he  "explains”  that  black 
people  can’t  tell  time,  are  guided  by 
“Colored  People’s  Time,"  and  the  only 
reason  the  defense  attorney  pushed  the 
time  question  was  that  he  “was  view- 
ing the  conception  of  time  from  white 
cultural  perspective.”  This  is  blatant 
racism. 

UTU  official  Greg  McNaghten  also 
says  he  “spent  several  hours  on  the 
phone  with  Mrs.  Kathy  Thune.  the  pros- 
ecuting attorney  in  this  case,"  as  well 
as  the  Iowa  Sta(e  Parole  Board,  Polk 
County  prosecutors  and  others,  and  "as 
a result  of  all  this  digging"  concluded 
that  “Mark  Curtis  was  given  a fair 
trial"  and  .is  guilty.  McNaghten  has  a 
novel  theory  as  to  why  the  cops  beat 
Curtis  bloody — it  was  all  part  of  Cur- 
tis' plot  to  show  he  was  framed  up: 
"Ergo:  create  a mysteriously  disappear- 
ing woman,  throw  in  police  racism 


and  bigotry;  get  your  self  beat  up... and 
you've  got  yourself  a defense.” 

But.  interestingly,  on  some  of  the  key 
facts  about  the  case,  these  two  accounts 
contradict  each  other.  Take  the  question 
of  dog  hairs.  The  forensic  expert  testified 
Demetria  Morris  had  dog  hairs  all  over 
her  sweatshirt,  yet  no  dog  hairs  were 
found  on  Mark  Curtis.  How  can  this  be. 
if,  according  to  the  story,  Curtis  wrestled 
Demetria  to  the  ground  and  attempted 
to  rape  her?  The  anti-Curtis  people 
attempt  to  explain  this,  for  instance 
Adams  asserts  that  “The  dog  is  never 
kept  on  the  front  porch."  But  McNaghten 
states  flatly,  “Demetria  testified  that 
they  often  let  the  dog  on  the  front  porch." 

Curtis  says  that  after  work  on  March 
4.  he  attended  and  spoke,  in  Spanish,  at 
a large  meeting  (which  was  videotaped) 
called  to  protest  the  INS  raid  and  arrest 
of  17  fellow  workers  at  the  Swift  plant. 
Adams  says  he  uncovered  the  fact  that 
“Nobody  remembers  him  [Curtis]  even 
at  the  meeting,”  the  meeting  was  small 
and  the  media  wasn’t  present.  But 
McNaghten  says  that  he  spoke  with  a 
member  of  Curtis’  union  local  who  “said 
it  was  true  that  Curtis  spoke  and  in  Span- 
ish but  he  did  so  from  the  assembled 
crowd  and  was  one  of  a great  many  who 
spoke  up.” 

In  repeating  the  lines  fed  to  them  by 
the  prosecutors,  the  witchhunters  can’t 
even  get  their  stories  straight.  ■ 


assassinated  and  her  word  dismissed,  it 
has  become  an  article  of  faith  in  the 
“stop-rape  movement"  that  the  victim 
never  lies.  Russo  says  the  Curtis  defense 
campaign  must  be  fought  because  it 
“betrays  the  already  shaky  alliances  be- 
tween the  feminist,  civil  rights,  labor, 
and  progressive  movements,”  since 
"trust... cannot  be  assumed  when  a white 
man’s  word"  is  taken  as  truth  “against 
the  words  and  experience  of  an  African- 
American  girl." 

This  brings  to  mind  the  Tawana  Braw- 
ley  case,  in  which  a black  teenager  hav- 
ing family  trouble  invented  a story  about 
being  a victim  of  a racist  rape.  This 
became  a cause  celebre  as  it  was  pushed 
by  black  nationalists  with  their  own 
agenda  and  taken  up  by  liberals  and  rad- 
icals who  implicitly  took  the  word  of 
“the  victim"  as  good  coin.  And  it  was  all 
a pack  of  lies. 

In  his  article,  Pelka  quotes  Claire  Kap- 
lan of  the  "National  Coalition  Against 
Sexual  Assault”  who  sees  in  the  Curtis 
case  “this  eternal  denial  on  the  part  of 
the  left  to  think  that  men  among  their 
ranks  couldn’t  possibly  commit  such  a 
crime."  Kaplan  is  one  of  the  main  pro- 
ponents of  the  victims-don’t-lie  argu- 
ment. So  much  so,  that  in  a Virginia  case 
where  the  day  after  a Manassas  man  was 
convicted  of  rape  the  alleged  victim 
(who  was  married  with  two  children) 
recanted,  admitting  the  sex  was  “proba- 
bly consensual."  Kaplan  told  the  press 
that  such  an  incident  was  rare:  “if  a 
case  is  falsely  reported. ..it  doesn’t  even 
get  to  a conviction”  ( Washington  Post, 
9 May  1990).  For  her,  Curtis  must  he 
guilty,  because  otherwise  it  will  damage 
the  "stop-rape  movement"  and  "groups 
will  be  divided  wherever  the  SWP  takes 
this  campaign." 

Kaplan  & Co.  not  only  work  closely 
with  the  police,  but  they  also  sanction 
reckless  vigilante  action,  with  not  the 
slightest  Concern  for  the  rights  of  the 
accused.  In  1987,  a teenage  boy  in  a 
small  California  town  sued  for  defama- 
tion when  his  name  appeared  on  flyers 
posted  around  the  county  by  the  Santa 
Cruz  Women  Against  Rape  listing  sup- 
posed rapists.  The  flyers  included  not 
only  his  name  but  a physical  description, 
his  address,  place  of  employment  and 
what  kind  of  car  he  drove.  The  young 
man  commented  bitterly,  “It’s  a vigilante 
thing — they’re  the  Lone  Ranger  and  all 
of  a sudden  they  started  getting  out  of 
hand  with  it."  The  young  woman  who 
initially  named  him  to  the  Women 
Against  Rape  settled  out  of  court,  putting 
in  writing  that  "I  was  not  raped  by 
you... on  the  night  described  in  the  flyer, 
or  at  any  time.”  Kaplan,  however,  justi- 
fied this  vigilantism,  saying  "the  whole 
anti-violence  movement  got  started  by 
guerrilla  tactics  and  this  is  just  one 
of  them"  (Los  Angeles  Times,  10  Decem- 
ber 1987). 

Working  as  adjuncts  of  the  police,  vig- 
ilantism. slander,  anything  goes  in  this 
milieu.  And  don’t  forget  one  of  the  favor- 
ite themes  of  the  new  McCarthyism, 
child  abuse.  The  current  uproar  against 
and  police  investigation  of  Woody  Allen, 
in  retribution  for  leaving  Mia  Farrow,  is 
the  worst  kind  of  frame-up.  designed  and 
guaranteed  to  destroy  his  reputation  and 
his  life.  Here  also,  some  enraged  femi- 
nists are  making  common  cause  with  the 
Republican  right  in  their  vicious  crusade 
over  "family  values.” 

Boston  Feminist  Witchhunters 

In  Boston  the  anti-Curtis  campaign 
has  taken  on  a particular  frenzy.  Here 
the  Workers  League  found  fertile  ground 
for  its  frame-up  campaign  against  Curtis 
and  the  SWP.  A center  of  the  “dis- 
endorsement"  campaign  is  the  Boston 
Area  Rape  Crisis  Center,  which  is  the 
parent  outfit  of  Pelka’s  MESA.  In  pass- 
ing. let  us  note  that  this  center  gets 
almost  half  of  its  funding  ($81,000 
out  of  a total  of  $178,000  in  1991) 
from  agencies  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  Another  chunk  of  their 
income  comes  from  the  Haymarket 
People’s  Fund,  based  heavily  on  the 
continued  on  page  14 
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Elections... 

(continued  from  page  1) 
ticket  balancing,  Clinton  chose  as  his 
running  mate  a fellow  white  Southerner. 
Al  Gore,  a stalwart  of  the  party’s  right 
wing.  Previously,  Gore  was  best  known 
for  his  wife  Tipper’s  campaign  against 
‘'obscenity”  in  rock  music. 

The  Clinton/Gore  campaign  is  aimed 
at  the  country  club  set,  not  factory  bowl- 
ing teams.  Jesse  Jackson,  the  most  prom- 
inent black  Democrat  and  spokesman  for 
the  party’s  so-called  left  wing,  is  playing 
the  invisible  man  this  election  season. 
At  the  same  time,  Clinton  is  playing  up 
his  close  ties  to  Fortune  500  boardrooms 
and  Wall  Street.  This  year  Goldman. 
Sachs  gave  Clinton  twice  as  much  as 
they  laid  on  Bush. 

Nonetheless,  the  Democratic  cam- 
paign is  capitalizing  on  the  decay  of 
American  capitalism,  which  in  the  pub- 
lic's eye  is  now  personified  by  George 
Herbert  Walker  Bush  III.  According  to 
a Wall  Street  Journal/NBC  News  poll 
in  mid-September,  one-third  of  those 
opposed  to  Bush  say  it’s  mainly  because 
his  policies  favor  the  wealthy  over  the 
average  person.  And  in  the  bland  Sunday 
night  three-way  debate.  Bush  was  the 
big  loser,  mainly  over  the  economy. 

The  American-flag-waving,  racist  and 
reactionary  demagogy  which  worked  for 
the  Republicans  in  the  past  few  elections 
is  not  working  now.  The  initial  move 
by  Bush/Quayle  to  run  an  anti-feminist 
campaign  against  career  woman  Hillary 
Clinton  under  the  rubric  of  “family  val- 
ues’’ blew  up  right  in  their  faces.  The 


Nazi-like  celebration  of  "Kinder,  Kiiche, 
Kirche"  (children,  kitchen,  church)  at 
the  Houston  Republican  convention  in 
August  truly  frightened  people.  A local 
newspaper  in  Salinas.  Kansas — hardly  a 
center  of  the  “cultural  elite” — proposed 
that  Bush  be  impeached  because:  "He 
invites  the  kind  of  bigotry  and  hate  that 
has  destroyed  nation  after  nation." 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  women 
in  all  social  groups  regard  abortion  as  a 
vital  democratic  right.  While  support  for 
the  two  candidates  is  about  evenly  split 
among  men,  Clinton  enjoys  a 20  percent 
lead  over  Bush  among  women,  and  the 


gap  among  working  women  is  even 
greater.  Some  wealthy  women  execu- 
tives, who  had  bankrolled  right-wing 
Republicans  since  the  days  of  Barry 
Goldwater  in  the  early  1960s,  are  now 
big  contributors  to  Clinton. 

Likewise.  Republican  efforts  to  tar 
Clinton  as  a Vietnam  War  draft  dodger 
haven’t  stuck.  And  Clinton/Gore’s  at- 
tempt to  out-patriot  Bush  by  denounc- 
ing Washington’s  help  in  arming  Saddam 
Hussein  prior  to  the  Gulf  War  has  fallen 
on  deaf  ears.  These  kinds  of  things  don’t 
matter  to  an  electorate  which  is  strug- 
gling and  failing  to  make  ends  meet.  One 


Georgia  Republican  politician  observed: 
"I  think  that  in  February  or  March  of 
last  year,  something  clicked  in  with  the 
American  public,  where  they  said,  we’re 
sick  of  the  scandal  of  the  week,  that 
unless  it’s  something  of  cataclysmic  pro- 
portions. we  don’t  give  a damn  about  it. 
They’re  just  concerned  about  the  econ- 
omy” ( New  York  Times,  26  September). 

The  widespread  disgust  with  the 
Washington  establishment — Republican 
and  Democrat  alike — found  an  outlet  last 
spring  in  the  candidacy  of  the  weird  and 
sinister  Texas  billionaire  Ross  Perot, 
who  talked  about  radical  solutions  to  the 
country’s  sorry  economic  state.  Perot — a 
big-time  federal  government  contractor 
posturing  as  an  anti-Washington  out- 
sider— was  leading  both  Bush  and  Clin- 
ton in  the  polls.  Had  the  “Ross  for  boss" 
campaign  succeeded  in  cutting  across  the 
traditional  two-party  system,  the  United 
States  could  have  faced  a major  consti- 
tutional crisis.  As  it  was,  under  pressure, 
Perot  dropped  out  of  the  race. 

Perot  just  re-entered  but  is  no  longer 
treated  as  a serious  candidate.  The  public 
views  him  as  a quitter.  He  got  a boost 
in  Sunday’s  debate,  because  he  didn't 
sound  like  a mealy-mouthed  politician. 
But  in  reality  what  Perot  wants  is  a cor- 
porate state  to  impose  an  American  ver- 
sion of  the  “austerity”  programs  which 
international  bankers  inflict  upon  Third 
World  countries  ruled  by  military  juntas. 

As  liberal  columnist  Russell  Baker  pul 
it:  “Beware  the  millionaire  calling  for 
sacrifice."  American  working  people  are 
already  sacrificing  dearly,  regardless  of 
what  the  candidates  for  the  White  House 
are  calling  for.  They  are  sacrificing  for 


AP 


Pittsburgh  Press  strikers  burn  copies  of  scab  paper,  July  27.  Hard  class 
struggle  is  needed  against  bankrupt  American  capitalism. 
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League... 

(continued  from  page  13) 

inheritance  of  Abby  Rockefeller  and  the 
Kellogg  heirs,  which  underwrites  vari- 
ous "progressive”  causes  in  the  Boston 
area.  Until  several  months  ago,  NAACP 
official  Bertin  was  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Haymarket  fund.  What 
the  WL  has  tapped  into  here  is  a 
feminist/popular-front  milieu  in  which 
key  actors  have  hated  the  SWP  (and 
anyone  they  consider  “Trots")  for  the 
last  20  years. 

It  goes  back  to  1970  when  the  SWP 
split  the  Boston  radical  women’s  group 
Cell  16.  led  by  Roxanne  Dunbar  and 
among  whose  founders  and  funders  was 
Abby  Rockefeller.  The  history  of  "Rad- 
ical Feminism  in  America,  1967-1975" 
by  Alice  Echols  ( Daring  to  Be  Bad 
(1989]),  notes:  "Cell  16’s  shift  from 
Marxism  might  have  been  related  to  the 
Socialist  Worker’s  Party’s  (SWP)  at- 
tempted take-over  of  the  group  some 
time  after  Dunbar’s  departure. ...  non- 
SWP  women  circulated  a letter  through- 
out the  movement  alerting  women  to  the 
SWP's  efforts  to  ‘infiltrate’  feminist 
groups."  Old  history?  Not  at  all.  It's  still 
useful  in  whipping  up  anti-communist 
frenzy. 

This  summer,  the  New  York  Women’s 
Action  Coalition  (WAC)  was  a hot- 
bed of  controversy  after  abortion 
clinic  defense  demonstrations  against 
the  combined  efforts  of  Operation 
Rescue  and  Cardinal  O'Connor  on  the 
eve  of  the  Democratic  Party  con- 
vention. Political  polarization  at  WAC 
meetings  led  to  an  exclusion  attempt 
against  the  Spartacist  League  and  the 
ISO.  At  one  meeting  we  found  rent-a- 
cops  and  lady  goons  at  the  door,  and 
leaflets  of  pages  from  a book  by  Flora 
Davis,  Moving  the  Mountain : The  Wom- 
en's Movement  in  America  Since  I960 
(1990)  retailing  horror  stories  about  how 
the  Boston  women’s  liberation  move- 
ment was  "infiltrated"  by  "outsiders,  pri- 
marily by  the  Socialist  Workers’  Party." 
which  had  "targeted”  Cell  16.  Railing 
against  "takeover  attempts  by  the  Trots." 


Davis  wrote:  "The  Cell  16  women  soon 
realized  that  they’d  lost  control.  The 
Trots  had  their  mailing  list;  they  had  the 
signature  on  the  bank  account... they 
had  most  of  the  back  issues  of  the  jour- 
nal and  the  posters.” 

Certainly,  the  SWP's  apolitical  organ- 
izational maneuvering  in  the  style  of 
the  Stalinist  CP  leaves  them  open  to 
this  kind  of  anti-communist  attack  (as 
occurred  also  in  NOW  at  around  the 
same  time).  Moreover,  the  by  then  anti- 
Trotsky  ist  SWP  recruited  women  not  to 
Marxism  but  to  socialist-flavored  femi- 
nism. In  contrast,  the  SL  was  able  to 
beat  back  the  WAC  redbaiting  attack 
with  an  up-front  defense  of  our  com- 
munist program  for  women’s  libera- 
tion through  socialist  revolution  (see 
“SL  Zaps  WAC  Attack."  WV  No.  557, 
7 August).  But  in  the  Mark  Curtis 
case,  what’s  notable  is  that  liberal 
witchhunters  are  still  burning  over  the 
SWP,  and  this  feeds  into  their  desire 
to  burn  Curtis  at  the  stake.  This  is 
the  culture  medium  of  ex-New  Leftists- 
become-social-democrats,  the  rad-lib 
Jamaica  Plain  crowd  (more  lib  than  rad) 
in  which  Pelka.  Russo.  Bertin.  Shuchter 
and  their  friends  are  getting  a hearing. 
And  the  SWP  can’t  fight  it  because  they 
capitulate  to  it  politically,  not  wanting 
to  "alienate”  potential  bloc  partners  in 
their  endless  lowest  common  denomina- 
tor pop-front  coalitions. 

WL  and  the  Anti-Curtis  Cabal 

We  have  had  our  own  experience  with 
this  crowd.  In  March  1991,  when  fascist 
David  Duke  tried  to  hold  a rally  at  Bos- 
ton’s Old  South  Meeting  House,  the 
Spartacist  League  and  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  initiated  a united-front  dem- 
onstration and  mobilized  1,500  people 
in  the  streets  to  stop  this  Klansman-in- 
a-suit.  The  NAACP  and  the  various 
bureaucrats  around  Labor  Page  gave  us 
the  run-around  and  refused  to  endorse. 
And  a slanderous  whispering  campaign 
was  started,  violence-baiting  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  SL  and  claiming 
that  the  communists  just  want  to  “take 
all  the  credit,"  to  try  to  poison  the  atmos- 
phere and  prevent  a united-front  mobi- 
lization. Above  all.  this  milieu  of  liber- 
als. reformists  and  labor  bureaucrats 
don’t  like  reds  mobilizing  in  what  they 


consider  “their"  constituencies,  because 
it  undermines  their  political  “credit”- 
ability.  It’s  noteworthy  that  when  there 
is  a major  class  battle,  to  defend  minor- 
ities against  the  fascist  Duke  or  to  protest 
cop  brutality  in  L.A.,  these  friends  of 
the  police  are  nowhere  to  be  seen... or 
show  up  only  to  trash  Mark  Curtis! 

This  slander  campaign  has  become 
even  more  ominous  now  that  it  has  been 
taken  up  by  a "respectable"  layer  of  anti- 
rape feminists  and  wannabe  bureaucrats. 
Their  anti-communism  is  their  own,  but 
their  ammunition  comes  from  the  pro- 
fessional provocateurs  of  David  North’s 
Workers  League.  This  is  hardly  the  first 
time  that  North’s  sinister  outfit  has  acted 
as  fingermen  for  forces  hostile  to  the 
interests  and  defense  of  the  workers 
movement.  In  1983,  on  the  eve  of  the 
British  coal  miners  strike,  the  WL’s  Brit- 
ish mentors,  the  Workers  Revolutionary 
Party,  set  off  an  anti-red  witchhunt 
against  miners  union  leader  Arthur  Scar- 
gill  by  “exposing”  his  forthright  state- 
ment that  Polish  Solidamosc,  the  favorite 
“union"  of  Ronald  Reagan,  was  "anti- 
socialist."  The  WRP"expos£"  was  taken 
up  by  Cold  War  labor  bureaucrats  and 
the  labor-hating  Fleet  Street  press  with 
the  aim  of  crushing  the  militant  miners 
union. 

In  the  late  1970s,  the  WL  tried  to  use 
the  bourgeois  courts  against  the  SWP,  in 
the  Alan  Gelfand  case,  demanding  that 
it  turn  over  its  membership  lists,  finan- 
cial records  and  minutes  to  the  imperi- 
alist government  which  had  been  spying 
on  it  for  50  years,  most  recently  in  the 
COINTELPRO  case.  Meanwhile,  for 
years  North’s  'international  Commit- 
tee." then  under  founder-leader  Gerry 
Healy,  was  on  the  payroll  of  virtually 
every  Arab  regime  in  the  Near  East.  By 
its  own  later  admission,  the  IC  received 
over  one  million  pounds  sterling  (at 
least)  from  these  kings,  sheiks  and  tin- 
pot  colonels.  In  exchange,  the  "IC" 
offered  to  supply  the  names  of,  and  intel- 
ligence on.  prominent  "Zionists"  in 
"finance,  politics,  business,  the  commu- 
nications media  and  elsewhere"  to  Qad- 
dafi’s  Libya.  Financial  backing  from 
Saddam  Hussein  to  the  “IC"  bought  his 
regime  not  only  the  publicity  services 
of  the  Healy/Northites — whose  press 
hailed  the  1978  execution  of  21  Iraqi 


Communist  Party  members — but  photo- 
graphs of  anti-Hussein  protesters  in 
Britain. 

Insofar  as  one  can  speak  of  this  Healy- 
ite  outfit  on  a political  level,  its  defin- 
ing characteristics  have  been  vicious 
anti-Sovietism  and  a crude  workerist 
adaptation  to  the  Cold  War  AFL-CIO 
tops.  Their  catering  to  the  labor  bureauc- 
racy means  mimicking  every  form  of 
racial  insensitivity  and  political  back- 
wardness. Or  in  the  immortal  words  of 
former  Workers  League  leader  Tim 
Wohlforth:  "the  working  class  hates  fag- 
gots, women’s  libbers  and  hippies  and 
so  do  we"!  These  days,  along  with 
targeting  the  Curtis  campaign,  the  Work- 
ers League's  other  major  activity  in 
Detroit  is  blocking  with  white  racists 
against  the  Malcolm  X school  (see  arti- 
cle on  page  12).  But  in  order  to  get  Mark 
Curtis,  the  Northites  suddenly  and  cyn- 
ically “discover"  black  oppression  and 
play  to  the  bourgeois  feminists  and  "stop 
rape"  vigilantes. 

The  Curtis  case  is  the  latest  install- 
ment of  the  Northites’  psychotic  "Secu- 
rity and  the  Fourth  International” 
campaign  slandering  the  SWP  as  an 
organization  supposedly  controlled  by 
the  U.S.  government.  The  WL’s  Bulletin 
(17  July)  writes:  “The  issue  has  gone  far 
beyond  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mark 
Curtis.  The  real  question  is:  What  is  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party,  and  whose  inter- 
ests does  it  serve?"  The  same  article  pro- 
vides a veritable  data  sheet  of  the  names 
of  leading  SWPers  and  their  industrial 
employers.  This  scurrilous  McCarthyism 
is  then  offered  as  "proof'  that  they  are 
police  agents — because  they  got  hired! 
(Of  course,  for  Pelka  & Co.,  it's  the 
opposite.  Curtis  is  a dishonest  commie 
because  he  lied  to  the  boss!) 

Today  the  Northites  act  as  brain- 
trusters  for  government  prosecutors, 
right-wing  feminists,  AFL-CIO  labor 
traitors,  to  get  the  SWP.  Only  a paranoid 
believes  history  is  a conspiracy,  but 
everybody  knows  there  are  conspiracies 
in  history.  And  about  North's  organiza- 
tion we  can  only  warn:  Beware!  To  par- 
aphrase the  Bulletin,  "what  the  Workers 
League  is"  is  pretty  hard  to  fathom,  but 
“whose  interests  it  serves"  are  definitely 
not  those  of  women,  minorities  or  the 
working  class.  ■ 
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the  rapacious  greed  of  those  who  own 
the  country’s  productive  wealth. 

For  a Workers  Government 
to  Rebuild  America! 

In  the  last  year  of  the  last  Democratic 
presidency,  Jimmy  Carter’s,  the  U.S. 
experienced  both  a deep  recession  and 
near-runaway  inflation.  In  1980,  Reagan 
rode  into  the  White  House  by  combining 
a pocketbook  appeal  with  racist  dema- 
gogy. The  “tax  revolt”  promised  to 
increase  the  lake-home  pay  of  lower-  and 
middle-class  whites  by  cutting  social 
programs  seen  as  especially  benefiting 
the  black  and  Hispanic  poor — welfare, 
public  health  and  housing,  aid  to  the  cit- 
ies, etc. 

While  the  poor  certainly  got  the  ax. 
there  was  no  tax  cut  for  the  so-called 
middle  class.  The  reduction  in  federal 
income  tax  rates  was  more  than  offset 
by  higher  Social  Security  deductions, 
increased  federal  excise  taxes  (e.g.,  on 
gasoline)  as  well  as  higher  state  and  local 
taxes.  Only  the  richest  one  percent  of  the 
American  population  saw  tax  "relief." 
The  federal  taxes  they  paid  fell  from  32 
percent  of  their  multimillion-dollar 
incomes  in  1980  to  29  percent  today. 

To  finance  the  massive  military 
buildup  against  the  Soviet  Union  while 
cutting  taxes  for  the  wealthy,  the  Rea- 
gan/Bush regime  borrowed  like  crazy, 
especially  from  Japanese  and  German 
money  men.  Echoing  Perot,  Clinton  is 
campaigning  against  the  federal  deficit 
as  supposedly  a burden  to  future  gener- 
ations. By  far  the  fastest-growing  item 
in  the  federal  budget  has  been  interest 
on  the  national  debt , which  increased 
five-fold  since  Reagan  took  office. 

This  year  interest  payments  from  the 
U.S.  Treasury  to  Wall  Street.  Tokyo  and 
Frankfurt  bankers  will  reach  almost  $300 
billion,  an  amount  greater  than  total 
Social  Security  benefits  and  ten  times 
federal  spending  on  education.  The  orgy 
of  financial  parasitism  indulged  in  by 
Washington  in  the  '80s  was  paralleled 


in  the  private  capitalist  sector  by  the  cor- 
porate raiding/leveraged  buyout  binge. 
But  America’s  financial  house  of  cards 
collapsed  a few  years  ago.  The  main  rea- 
son this  recession  goes  on  and  on — the 
head  of  Tandy  computer  called  it  a reces- 
sion with  nine  lives — is  that  corporate 
treasurers  are  using  their  meager  profits 
to  reduce  their  mountains  of  debt  rather 
than  expand  production  and  hire  more 
workers.  And  Clinton  doesn’t  even  pre- 
tend to  have  a program  for  ending  the 
recession  and  putting  the  unemployed  to 
work. 

There’s  a lot  of  talk  about  job  retrain- 
ing programs.  But  where  are  jobs  for 
even  the  most  highly  trained  workers? 
An  instructor  who  teaches  welding  to 
laid-off  factory  workers  in  Missouri  says 
having  this  basic  industrial  skill  doesn't 
make  them  any  more  employable. 
“You’ve  got  unemployed  welders  all 
over  the  St.  Louis  area.”  he  told  a radio 
call-in  talk  show.  In  California’s  Silicon 
Valley,  computer  programmers  and  hard- 
ware technicians  are  getting  pink  slips. 

If  skilled  workers  like  welders  and 
computer  techs  are  hurting,  the  plight  of 
those  without  skills,  jobs  or  savings  is 
truly  desperate.  In  early  September  the 
Census  Bureau  reported  that  the  number 
of  people  living  below  the  official  gov- 
ernment poverty  level  soared  last  year 
by  two  million.  The  federal  government 
itself  recognizes  that  almost  36  million 
American  men,  women  and  children  now 
live  in  poverty,  the  highest  level  in  over 
a quarter  century.  One-third  of  all  blacks 
and  almost  30  percent  of  Hispanics  are 
below  the  poverty  line. 

With  the  elections  focused  heavily  on 
the  economy,  the  bourgeois  media  is  to 
some  degree  revealing  the  grim  condi- 
tions of  life  and  death  in  this  country. 
The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  (22  Septem- 
ber) ran  a headline:  “Heating  or  eating? 
Spare  poor  the  choice.”  Come  winter, 
many  residents  of  North  Philadelphia 
cannot  afford  to  pay  their  utility  bills, 
so  they  resort  to  lanterns  and  kerosene 


lamps  for  light,  heat  and  cooking.  In  other 
words,  in  America’s  late  20th  century 
cities,  people  are  reduced  to  the  condi- 
tions of  mid- 1 9th  century  log  cabins.  Last 
winter,  the  Inquirer  reported,  at  least  five 
Philadelphians  were  killed  when  their 
homes  were  set  afire  by  gas  heaters. 

If  millions  of  poor  try  to  survive  the 
winter  with  dangerous  gas  heaters, 
countless  others  have  no  shelter  from  the 
cold  at  all.  Todd  Gitlin,  a former  New 
Leftist  turned  liberal  academic,  has  writ- 
ten: “There  is,  in  America,  scarcely  a 
downtown  to  be  found  today  without  its 
colonies  of  the  desperate  and  demented, 
taking  their  bits  of  space  on  the  side- 
walks, rummaging  through  garbage  cans 
for  bottles,  cultivating  their  panhandling 
routines  or  wandering  down  the  streets 
looking  strangely  accustomed  to  their 
condition”  ( San  Francisco  Examiner,  19 
April). 

Gitlin,  like  all  liberals,  blames  this 
state  of  affairs  on  "the  legacy  of  the 
Reagan-Bush  years,"  implying  that 
things  would  be  fundamentally  different 
if  Carter,  Mondale  and  Dukakis  had 
been  elected  president.  However,  the 
Democratic-controlled  Congress  sup- 
ported all  the  basic  economic  programs 
of  the  Reagan/Bush  White  House.  More 
fundamentally,  the  homeless  wandering 
the  nation’s  cities,  the  black  welfare 
mothers  freezing  in  ghetto  slums,  the 
laid-off  factory  workers  trying  to  feed 
their  families  on  food  stamps  and  unem- 
ployment insurance  are  not  the  victims 
of  Reaganomics  as  such  but  of  capitalist 
decay. 

Defending  himself  against  the  charge 


Death 

Penalty... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

of  those  Dixiecrats  who  thinks  that 
Washington  is  their  personal  plantation. 
Shelby  originally  wanted  to  impose 
the  death  penalty  outright,  but  was 
dissuaded  from  that  by  some  of  the 
"moderates"  of  the  millionaires’  club. 
The  measure  will  now  appear  as  a ref- 
erendum on  the  November  ballot.  We 
oppose  the  death  penalty  because  we  do 
not  accord  the  racist,  capitalist  state  the 
right  to  decide  who  lives  and  who  dies, 
because  this  legal  barbarism  necessarily 
enhances  the  brutalization  of  society  in 
all  respects.  And  in  America,  the  primary 
victims  are  black.  Latino  and  poor. 

Meanwhile,  the  capitalist  media  is 
whipping  up  hysteria  over  crime  in  order 
to  overcome  the  tradition  of  opposition 
to  the  death  penalty  here.  The  proponents 
of  death  are  in  an  all-out  drive  to  get 
the  referendum  passed — and  they  may 
succeed.  Mayor  Sharon  Pratt  Kelly  and 
other  politicians  don’t  even  oppose  the 
death  penalty,  only  the  way  Congress  is 
ramming  it  down  D.C.’s  throat.  Kelly. 


that  he’s  responsible  for  the  economic 
misery  engulfing  the  country.  Bush 
points  out  that  not  only  the  U.S.  but 
also  West  Europe  and  Japan  are  mired 
in  a slump.  In  his  own  way  and  for  his 
own  reasons.  Bush  is  stating  a funda- 
mental truth:  no  bourgeois  govern- 
ment— even  that  of  the  most  powerful 
capitalist  state — can  control  the  basic 
economic  conditions.  Capitalism  is  an 
internationally  linked  system  driven  by 
the  profit-grasping  operations  of  multi- 
national corporations  and  banks. 

To  bring  down  this  system  of  poverty, 
racism  and  war  requires  hard  class  strug- 
gle. and  above  all  a leadership  with  the 
program  and  determination  to  mobilize 
the  oppressed  against  their  common  ene- 
mies. But  the  present  “leadership”  of  the 
labor  movement  has  been  busily  disman- 
tling union  gains  won  through  decades 
of  struggle.  And  the  Los  Angeles  riots 
dramatically  revealed  the  utter  political 
bankruptcy  of  the  Democratic  “black 
elected  officials.”  American  workers  and 
oppressed  minorities  desperately  need 
communist  leadership. 

There  will  be  no  end  to  the  politics 
of  misery  unless  the  working  class  and 
poor  rise  up  and  seize  the  country's  pro- 
ductive wealth  from  the  directors  of 
the  Fortune  500  corporations  and  the 
Wall  Street  financiers.  Only  a globally 
planned  socialist  economy  can  rebuild 
America's  decaying  industrial  base,  pro- 
vide homes  for  the  homeless  and  a 
decent  life  for  all  working  people  and 
their  children.  Break  with  the  two  parties 
of  capitalist  misery — For  a workers  party 
to  fight  for  a workers  government!  ■ 


who  would  have  the  power  to  commute 
death  sentences  if  the  measure  passes.^ 
has  already  declared  she  will  not  stop 
these  legal  lynchings.  And  the  “black 
elected  officials”  are  promoting  Clinton, 
who  last  January  made  a show  of  going 
back  to  Arkansas  to  preside  over  the  exe- 
cution of  Rickey  Ray  Rector,  a brain- 
damaged black  man. 

About  the  only  politician  openly 
campaigning  against  the  death  penalty 
is  former  mayor  Marion  Barry,  who  just 
assured  himself  election  to  the  city  coun- 
cil representing  Ward  8,  the  desperately 
poor  Anacostia  area  of  Southeast  D.C. 
Barry  was  set  up  in  a honey  trap  by  the 
feds  in  1991.  was  railroaded  in  court  and 
did  his  time.  But  blacks  in  D.C.  voted 
to  return  him  to  office  despite  the  howls 
from  the  liberals  at  the  Washington  Post. 

It  is  a testimony  to  the  bankruptcy  of 
the  black  Democratic  front  men  for  cap- 
italism that  Barry,  who  was  always  the 
willing  instrument  of  the  real  estate 
interests  against  the  black  city  unions, 
can  posture  as  the  champion  of  black 
D.C.  against  the  death  penalty. 

The  power  of  the  multiracial  labor 
movement  must  be  brought  out  now  to 
stop  the  assembly  line  of  death  in  this 
country.  Abolish  the  racist  death  penalty! 
No  legal  lynching  in  D.C.!  ■ 
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No  to  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


Congress  Decrees 
Executions  for  Black  D.C. 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.— The  racist  rul- 
ers are  trying  a new  tack  to  terrorize  the 
70  percent  black  population  of  “their" 
capital  city.  The  death  penalty  was 
repealed  here  in  1981;  no  one  has  been 
executed  since  1957.  Now  the  capitalist 
politicians  want  to  impose  the  broadest 
death  penalty  law  in  the  country — and 
it  will  be  only  blacks  who  are  executed. 
Today,  42  percent  of  the  city’s  young 
black  males  are  either  in  jail,  on  parole 
or  facing  trial.  But  the  prosecutors  com- 
plain that  juries  aren't  sending  enough 
to  the  pen!  D.C.  residents  can't  vote  for 
Congress,  but  Congress  says  they  can 
die  at  the  hands  of  the  state. 

Every  year  at  budget  time  it’s  the 
same  ritual.  Dixiecrats  in  the  House 
District  Committee  rail  against  local  pol- 
iticians. Whichever  anti-abortion  bigot 
is  in  the  White  House  vetoes  the  piddling 
federal  appropriation  to  D.C.  until  the 
city  agrees  not  to  spend  any  money  to 
subsidize  abortions  for  low-income 
women.  This  year  Congress  gutted 
D.C.’s  “domestic  partners"  law,  which 
would  have  allowed  homosexuals  (and 
all  D.C.  residents  who  don’t  have  a state- 
sanctioned  relationship)  to  add  their 
spouses  to  their  health  insurance.  And 
they’re  pushing  the  death  penalty  as  the 
“answer"  to  the  high  murder  rate. 

Washington  abounds  in  mass  mur- 
derers— in  the  White  House  and  on  Cap- 
itol Hill.  They  ordered  the  gratuitous 


slaughter  of  tens  of  thousands  of  men, 
women  and  children  in  Iraq.  Black 
life  is  cheap  for  the  ruling  class.  They 
sanctimoniously  cluck  their  tongues  at 


the  “crime  rate,"  while  carrying  out  a 
policy  of  legal  genocide  against  black 
ghettos  through  hunger,  disease,  home- 
lessness, killer  cops.  And  now  they  want 


to  add  D.C.  to  their  death  belt. 

The  drive  for  the  death  penalty  has 
been  led  by  Alabama  Senator  Shelby,  one 
continued  on  page  15 


Defeat  Oregon 
Gay-Bashing 
Referendum! 


Anti-gay  referendum  in  Oregon  incites  murderous  terrorism  against  gay  men 
and  women. 


On  September  26,  a young  lesbian  and 
a gay  man.  Hattie  Mae  Cohens  and  Brian 
Mock,  were  murdered  in  Salem.  Oregon 
when  a firebomb  was  thrown  through 
the  window  of  their  apartment.  Four 
skinhead  punks,  who  have  ties  to  a neo- 
Nazi  group,  have  been  arrested  in  con- 
nection with  the  Firebombing  murders. 

This  grisly  act  of  fascist  terrorism 
takes  place  in  a climate  of  anti-gay  hys- 
teria fueled  by  the  bipartisan  crusade  to 
"restore  family  values."  A band  of  relig- 
ious bigots  in  Oregon  has  put  a measure 


on  the  ballot  that  would  amend  the  stale 
constitution  to  classify  homosexuality 
as  "abnormal,  wrong,  unnatural  and 
perverse." 

Measure  9.  also  known  as  the  "Abnor- 
mal Behaviors  Initiative" — sponsored 
by  the  Oregon  Citizens  Alliance,  an  out- 
fit fronting  for  ultrarightist  Pat  Robert- 
son's Christian  Coalition — would  take 
the  witchhunt  against  gays  and  lesbians 
to  new  heights:  firing  schoolteachers 
and  other  state  employees;  taking  away 
child  custody  rights,  business  licenses. 


public  facilities  and  rally  rights;  pulling 
books  off  shelves  and  censoring  public 
television  shows.  Teachers  at  all  grade 
levels  would  be  required  to  “assist  in 
setting  a standard  for  Oregon’s  youth" 
that  homosexuality  is  "to  be  discouraged 
and  avoided.” 

This  anti-gay,  anti-sex  legal  code 
would  be  the  most  repressive  in  the 
country  and  must  be  smashed.  Beyond 
criminalizing  gays  and  lesbians,  this 
"legal"  bigotry  gives  the  green  light  to 
skinheads  and  other  violent  vermin  to 


terrorize  them,  as  well  as  setting  them 
up  for  gay-bashing  by  the  cops. 

The  same  day  that  Cohens  and  Mock 
were  murdered  in  Salem,  the  anti- 
Measure  9 office  in  Eugene  was  broken 
into,  its  files  with  phone  lists  and  names 
stolen,  and  a sinister  leaflet  posted  on 
its  door  and  at  the  homes  of  two  sup- 
porters. Jean  Marchant,  a lesbian  living 
in  Springfield,  told  the  New  York  Times 
of  being  spit  on  and  called  a “queer."  In 
fact,  reported  attacks  against  gays  in 
continued  on  page  II 
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Shutdown  Threat  Provokes  Government  Crisis 


British  Miners  Under  the  Ax 


OCTOBER  25 — Over  a quarter  million 
people,  including  tens  of  thousands  of 
miners  and  their  families,  took  to  the 
streets  of  London  today  in  the  second 
massive  workers  demonstration  in  the 
British  capital  in  five  days.  On  October 
13  the  Conservative  government  of 
Prime  Minister  John  Major  announced 
that  31  of  the  country’s  50  remaining 
coal  mines  would  be  shut  down,  leading 
to  the  firing  of  over  30.000  miners  and 
threatening  at  least  100,000  other  jobs. 
This  amounts  to  a death  sentence  for  the 
already  economically  devastated  mining 
areas,  practically  eliminating  the  indus- 
try. The  ensuing  storm  of  opposition 
threatens  to  topple  the  Tory  leader. 
Major’s  popularity  has  hit  an  all-time 
low,  while  even  the  main  Tory  news- 
papers have  been  baying  for  the  govern- 
ment’s blood. 

The  massive  popular  outcry  over  the 
government's  announcement  forced  Ma- 
jor to  ignominiously  pull  back  last  week, 
issuing  a stay  of  execution  for  21  of  the 
pits.  On  October  21,  the  government 
barely  defeated  a Labour  Party  motion 
in  Parliament  opposing  the  closures,  with 
the  minor  parties  and  a handful  of  Tory 
MPs  (Members  of  Parliament)  joining 
the  opposition.  But  coming  on  the  heels 
of  last  month's  devaluation  of  the  pound 
and  an  ever-deepening  depression,  the 
closure  threat  has  placed  the  future  of 
the  short-lived  Major  government  itself 
in  question.  With  the  Maastricht  Treaty 
on  European  union  coming  up  for  Par- 
liamentary approval  on  November  4, 
Major  has  threatened  to  call  new  elec- 
tions if  he  loses  the  vote. 

The  Labour  misleaders  smell  the 
prospect  of  a return  to  the  government 
benches  over  the  backs  of  the  belea- 
guered miners.  Even  the  Tory  Sunday 
Times  has  mooted  the  possibility  of  a 
National  government,  harking  back  to 
the  class-collaborationist  coalition  gov- 


ernment led  by  Labour  renegade  Ramsay 
MacDonald  in  the  early  1930s  and 
Winston  Churchill’s  coalition  govern- 
ment during  World  War  II.  Meanwhile, 
National  Union  of  Mineworkers  (NUM) 
leader  Arthur  Scargill.  formerly  seen  as 
the  “radical”  bete  noire  of  the  British 
bourgeoisie,  has  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  a cross-class  coalition  aimed 


at  pressuring  the  Major  government.  But 
as  our  comrades  of  the  Spartacist 
League/Britain  warn,  in  a leaflet  distrib- 
uted to  the  mass  rallies,  “It  won’t  solve 
anything  to  have  a few  Labour  behinds 
warming  ministerial  seats.” 

The  massive  marches  “for  the  miners" 
were  undertaken  as  a pressure  tactic, 
a diversion  from  the  necessary  class- 


struggle  actions  that  would  pose  con- 
cretely the  possibility  of  a proletarian 
solution  to  the  crisis  of  decrepit  British 
capitalism.  The  miners  must  not  stand 
alone!  With  other  key  sectors  of  the  labor 
movement  joining  them  in  strike  action, 
they  could  bring  the  country  to  a halt  and 
open  up  the  possibility  of  a revolutionary 
continued  on  page  10 


• For  Workers  Action  Committees  to 
Stop  the  Pit  Closures  and  to  Run  the  Country! 

• Dump  the  Labour  Sellouts!  No  Coalition! 


Pamyal  Fascists  Invade 
Moscow  Newspaper 


On  October  13.  more  than  a dozen  black- 
shirted  fascists  stormed  the  editorial  offices 
of  Moskovski  Komsomolets,  formerly  the 
official  newspaper  of  the  Communist  Party 
youth  group  in  the  Soviet  capital.  They 
denounced  the  paper  for  "advertising  homo- 
sexuality" and  presented  the  editor  with  a 
list  of  demands,  including 
that  he  divulge  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  jour- 
nalists who  wrote  “anti- 
patriot”  articles.  As  a 
Pamyat  thug  “ran  his  hand 
over  the  head”  of  the  edi- 
tor, their  leader  threatened 
to  return  in  three  days  if 
their  demands  were  not 
met:  “We’re  still  stroking 
you.  Soon  it  will  be  other- 


wise.” At  the  same  time,  the  fascist  storm- 
troopers  took  photos  of  everyone  and  every- 
thing in  the  editorial  offices. 

The  day  before  the  attack,  the  black- 
uniformed  anti«Sfemitic  stormtroopers  plas- 
tered a poster  on  the  Moskovski  Komso- 
molets building,  showing  a black  boot  with 
a swastika  and  SS  symbol  about  to  trample 
a copy  of  the  paper.  A Star  of  David  was 
drawn  under  an  image  of  the  paper  along 
with  the  scrawl  “Masonic  Communist  Yid." 

In  reality,  Moskovski  Komsomolets  has  no 
more  to  do  with  communism  than  it  has  to 
do  with  the  Masonic  Order.  The  Komsomol 
leadership — a privileged  elite  of  apprentice 
apparatchiks — was  a stalwart  support  for 
Gorbachev's  perestroika,  which  came  to  be 
a code  word  for  bureaucratically  controlled 
continued  on  page  10 


Komsomolets 

October  13,  black-uniformed  fascists  storm  offices  of  Moscow 
paper,  terrorizing  staff. 


Workers  League:  Freddy  and  the  Mob 


In  the  early  1980s,  as  the  Reagan 
White  House  kicked  off  a full-scale  judi- 
cial counterrevolution — aimed  at  gear- 
ing up  the  state’s  machinery  of  repres- 
sion by  shredding  any  semblance  of 
democratic  rights — it  stepped  up  its  legal 
vendetta  against  "the  Mob."  As  we 
noted.  “The  Reaganiles  want  to  institu- 
tionalize the  frame-up  principle,  and 
what  easier  target  for  a frame  job  than 
vicious  parasites  like  gangsters?”  (“Feds 
Frame  Up  Mob."  WV  No.  400,  28  March 
1986).  For  the  past  ten  years,  the  RICO 
(Racketeer  Influenced  and  Corrupt  Or- 
ganizations Act)  “conspiracy”  law  has 
been  wielded  for  murderous  frame-ups 
of  the  government’s  leftist  opponents, 
wholesale  attacks  on  labor,  and  general 
intimidation  of  the  population. 

So  when  the  feds'  RICO  dragnet 
Finally  got  John  Gotti,  the  reputed  New 
York  “crime  boss”  who  last  summer  was 
sentenced  to  life  without  parole,  we 
responded  with  a straightforward  state- 
ment based  on  the  understanding  that 
democratic  rights  are  indivisible.  As  we 
observed  in  "Gotti,  RICO  and  You"  ( WV 
No.  557,  7 August):  “Civil  liberties,  if 
they  mean  anything  at  all.  apply  first  of 
all  to  those  perceived  as  really  far  out — 
whether  they  be  Marxists,  religious  sects 
(recall  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon  or  Oregon 
guru  Bhagwan  Shree  Rajneesh)  or  even 
in  fact  mobsters." 

One  would  think  that  any  self- 
proclaimed  leftist,  of  whatever  political 
persuasion,  would  by  definition  be  op- 
posed to  RICO  even  if  only  out  of  self- 
preservation.  But  not  David  North’s 


Workers  League.  A raving  response  to 
our  article  on  Gotti  by  the  Northites’ 
vice-presidential  candidate  Fred  Mazelis, 
titled  "The  Spartacists  and  John  Gotti” 
( Bulletin , 2 October),  doesn't  even  men- 
tion, much  less  oppose,  the  police-state 
RICO  laws  that  were  used  to  nail  Gotti. 

On  the  contrary,  Mazelis  takes 
umbrage  that  the  "Spartacists  go  on  to 
compare  Gotti  favorably  to  the  leading 
spokesmen  of  US  imperialism  in  the 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties,”  cit* 
ing  our  observation  that:  “If  John  Gotti 
were  running  with  Noriega  in  this  year's 
elections,  they’d  be  the  lesser  evil.” 
Mazelis  is  so  insulted  by  the  comparison 
of  the  Italian  “mobster"  and  the  Pana- 
manian strongman  with  “his"  imperialist 
rulers  that  he  choked  on  quoting  our  next 
sentence:  “Gotti’s  probably  not  nature's 
nobleman,  but  neither  is  the  Arkansas 
executioner  Bill  Clinton  nor  George 


Fourth  International: 

What’s  in  a Name 

Once  again,  Ernest  Mandel  has  offered  to 
renounce  the  Fourth  International.  Politically, 
the  leader  of  the  United  Secretariat  aban- 
doned revolutionary  Trotskyism  four  decades 
ago,  when  he  went  over  to  the  liquidationist 
program  of  Pahloism.  As  for  the  name  of  the 
Fourth  International,  which  he  continues  to 
abuse,  Mandel  15  years  ago  offered  to  "get 

TROTSKY  rid  of"  this  "label"  (as  well  as  references  to 
"a  bearded  man  named  Leon  Trotsky" ) in 
"24  hours"  if  it  would  facilitate  an  opportunist  lash-up  But  for  revolutionaries,  precise 
labels  are  indispensable.  In  the  mid-1950s  Trotsky  polemicized  against  those  (led  by  R. 
Molinier  and  P.  Frank,  later  part  of  Mandel' s USec)  who  wanted  to  capitulate  to  "Social- 
ist" attacks  on  the  Trotskyists  for  "alienating  the  masses"  with  their  "label"  and  their 
"number."  As  we  seek  to  reforge  a Trotskyist  Fourth  International,  this  name  is  a banner 
proclaiming  our  revolutionary  program. 

In  the  field  of  politics  as  in  all  other  fields  of  human  activity,  it  is  impossible  to 
proceed  without  “labels,”  that  is,  without  denominations  and  appellations  that  are  as 
precise  as  possible.  The  name  “Socialist"  is  not  only  inadequate  but  absolutely 
deceptive,  for  everyone  in  France  who  has  a mind  to  calls  himself  a “Socialist."  By 
their  name,  the  Bolshevik-Leninists  say  to  each  and  all  that  their  theory  is  “Marxism”; 
that  it  is  not  the  denatured  and  prostituted  “Marxism”  of  the  reformists. ..but  the  true 
Marxism  restored  by  Lenin  and  applied  by  him  to  the  fundamental  questions  of  the 
epoch  of  imperialism;  that  they  base  themselves  on  the  experiences  of  October, 
developed  in  the  decisions  of  the  first  four  congresses  of  the  Communist  International; 
that  they  are  in  solidarity  with  the  theoretical  and  practical  work  accomplished  by  the 
“Left  Opposition"  of  the  Communist  International  (1923-32);  finally,  that  they  stand 
under  the  banner  of  the  Fourth  International. 

In  politics,  the  "name"  is  the  “banner.”  Those  who  renounce  today  a revolutionary 
name  for  the  benefit  of  Blum  and  Company  will  tomorrow  just  as  easily  renounce  the 
red  flag  for  the  tricolor. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “’Labels’  and  ‘Numbers'"  (August  1935) 
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COMMENT 


The  Spartacists 
and  John  Gotti 


Fred  Mazelis  (left)  and 
Workers  League  Bulletin 
mum  on  RICO 
union-busting  attacks. 


2 October  1992 


d*il» 


Bush,  who  regularly  bombs  small  coun- 
tries to  rubble.” 

This,  writes  Mazelis,  “is  the  language 
of  politically  deranged  elements  of  the 
petty  bourgeoisie."  But  somehow  the 
oh-so-proletarian  "Workers”  League  has 
been  strangely  mum  on  a law  that  has 
been  the  government’s  primary  legal 
weapon  against  the  unions.  Sponsored 
by  segregationist  Arkansas  Senator  John 
McClellan,  who  presided  over  the  witch- 
hunting  Senate  subcommittee  in  the 
1950s  that  went  after  Jimmy  Hoffa  and 
produced  the  Landrum-Griffin  Act  out- 
lawing "hot  cargoing"  in  the  trucking 
industry,  the  RICO  laws  were  in  fact 
intended  to  equate  "organized  labor” 
with  “organized  crime." 

In  the  name  of  fighting  "mob  influ- 
ence” in  the  labor  movement,  the  gang 
of  criminals  that  run  this  country 
invoked  RICO  to  place  the  Teamsters 
under  government  trusteeship.  Mine 
Workers,  Longshoremen,  Laborers  and 
Hotel  Workers  number  among  the  other 
unions  to  feel  the  RICO  sting.  And  it  is 
rare  today  that  a picket  line  isn't  met  by 
the  threat  of  RICO  suits. 

RICO’s  definition  of  “racketeering"  is 
so  elastic  it  allows  the  government  to  go 
after  whoever  they  want,  whenever  they 
want,  without  any  evidence  of  any  crime. 
You’re  guilty  until  proven  innocent  and 
sentenced  before  convicted.  The  govern- 
ment has  free  rein  to  take  everything  you 
own,  and  without  any  assets  it's  pretty 
hard  to  find  a lawyer  to  take  your 
case.  Attorneys’  fees  may  be  seized  if 
the  government  claims  these  were  paid 
with  “ill-gotten  gains."  RICO’s  witch- 
hunting  provisions  were  applied  with  a 
vengeance  against  the  “Ohio  7,”  a group 
of  leftist  opponents  of  U.S.  imperialism, 
who  were  met  with  wiretaps,  dragnets, 
preventive  detention,  kidnapping  and 
interrogation  of  children. 

Mazelis'  lips  are  sealed  on  all  of  this. 
But  then  again  the  Workers  League 
would  be  hard  pressed  pretending  to 
oppose  government  intervention  in  the 
labor  movement  or  capitalist  state 


persecution  of  leftists.  After  all,  the 
Northites  have  a wealth  of  experience  in 
using  the  capitalist  courts  to  disrupt, 
harass,  frame  up  and  otherwise  try  to 
bankrupt  their  political  opponents.  In 
their  psychotic  vendetta  against  the 
once-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party, 
which  they  charge  with  being  a gov- 
ernment conspiracy,  the  Northites  have 
pursued  their  own  version  of  RICO. 

In  the  late  1970s,  a Workers  League 
provocateur,  Alan  Gelfand,  filed  suit 
against  the  SWP  demanding  the  court 
seize  its  membership  lists.  Financial 
records  and  minutes.  In  1988,  the  WL’s 
Bulletin  supplied  the  closing  arguments 
for  the  bourgeois  state’s  prosecution  of 
a young  SWPer,  Mark  Curtis,  who  was 
sentenced  to  25  years  in  jail  on  frame-up 
charges  of  sexual  abuse. 

One  of  the  most  common  means  the 
government  uses  to  nail  people  under 
RICO  is  the  charge  of  using  the  mails 
or  wire  services  for  “fraudulent"  pur- 
poses. The  Workers  League,  which  has 
made  an  international  campaign  out  of 
condemning  “The  Mark  Curtis  Hoax." 
threw  its  support  behind  a court  case 
filed  by  the  father  of  the  alleged  victim 
claiming  that  Curtis’  defense  commit- 
tee was  engaged  in  an  “international 
smear  campaign,"  and  demanding  that 
the  courts  requisition  monies  raised  in 
Curtis’  defense  for  damages. 

Now  Mazelis  charges  that  our  article 
"Gotti,  RICO  and  You”  is  evidence  of 
the  “class  afFinity  between  the  Spartacists 
and  the  mob."  This  is  pretty  rich  coming 
from  an  outFit  which  is  internationally 
renowned  for  its  gangsterism  and  truly 
criminal  financial  deals  with  a whole 
variety  of  colonels,  sheiks  and  despots 
in  the  Near  East.  Moreover,  given  that 
the  Workers  League  claims  to  be  the  most 
proletarian,  the  most  internationally  con- 
nected, indeed  the  sole  repository  of 
Marxism  on  the  face  of  the  planet,  what 
kind  of  protection  racket  do  they  have 
going  that  makes  them  feel  so  smugly 
secure  against  the  repressive  legal  arsenal 
of  this  capitalist  government?* 
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Young  Spartacus 


“Whites  Only”  Scholarships  In.  Minority  Admissions  Out 

Racist  Backlash  at  UC  Berkeley 


Fight  for  Open  Admissions! 


As  minority  student  enrollment  has 
been  sharply  curtailed  on  college  cam- 
puses across  the  country,  accompanied 
by  a rising  tide  of  racist  assaults.  Bush’s 
Department  of  Education  has  declared 
minority  admissions  "excessive"  at  the 
University  of  California's  Boalt  Hall 
chool  of  Law  at  Berkeley.  They  claim 
this  violates  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1964  (which  ostensibly  outlaws 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race,  color 
or  national  origin).  The  department’s 
“Office  of  Civil  Rights”  is  now  beating 
the  racist  refrain  of  "reverse  discrimina- 
tion.” code  words  for  stirring  up  a racist 
backlash  against  minorities.  They  charge 
Boalt  Hall  with  filling  “racial  quotas" 
from  separate  waiting  lists. 

While  affirmative  action  at  Berkeley’s 
law  school  is  under  attack,  the  university 
accepted  a blatantly  racist  $500,000 
scholarship  this  fall  earmarked  for  "very 
poor  American  Caucasian”  students! 
This  “David  Duke  endowment"  is  part 
of  a drive  to  resegregate  universities, 
making  them  the  exclusive  playground 
for  the  white  upper  class.  As  Andrew 
Hacker,  author  of  Two  Nations , said.  “Do 
you  think  they’re  going  to  go  to  those 
poor  kids  from  the  decayed  little  trailer 
parks?  No.  ..  This  is  Berkeley  saying. 
‘Hey  look,  all  you  people  out  in  the  San 
Fernando  Valley,  we  haven’t  forgotten 
you’.”  Naturally,  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation, which  claims  to  be  opposed  to 
race-specific  scholarships,  has  no  objec- 
tions to  this  one. 

Berkeley’s  rad-libs  are  so  busy  stump- 
ing for  Clinton  (who  proposes  "boot 
camps"  for  black  youth  and  a police 
corps  for  college  grads  to  pay  back 
student  loans)  that  there  have  been  no 
organized  protests  against  either  this  rac- 
ist scholarship  or  the  attack  on  minority 
admissions.  Grotesquely,  among  those 
defending  the  “whites  only”  scholarship 
is  the  president  of  the  NAACP’s  SF 
Chapter,  and  a spokesman  for  the 
National  Hispanic  Scholarship  Fund 
stated:  "When  you  get  down  to  it,  all 
groups  like  the  United  Negro  College 
Fund  and  National  Hispanic  Scholarship 
Fund  are  exclusive  and  discrimina- 
tory.... I don’t  see  how  anybody  can  be 
against  it”  ( San  Francisco  Chronicle.  19 
September). 

Regarding  their  admissions  policies. 


WV  Pholo 


California  Nazis  hail  racist  Bakke 
decision. 


Boalt  Hall  officials  have  only  whined 
that  their  policies  have  been  “fully  con- 
sistent” with  the  1978  Bakke  decision 
barring  admissions  quotas  for  minority 
students.  Coming  on  the  heels  of  the 
smashing  of  busing  for  school  desegre- 
gation, the  Bakke  ruling  was  a landmark 
in  the  ruling  class’  drive  to  reverse  the 
formal  democratic  gains  of  the  civil 
rights  movement.  With  Bush  vituperat- 


ing on  the  campaign  trail  against  "racial 
quotas,”  Democrat  Clinton  declared 
early  on  that  his  ticket  is  not  “beholden" 
to  “special  interests” — i.e.,  is  offering 
nothing  to  blacks  and  labor. 

Meanwhile,  the  new  bipartisan  Cali- 
fornia state  budget,  which  has  slashed 
$2  billion  from  the  education  budget  and 
which  will  cut  $226  million  from  the 
UC  system  alone  this  year,  is  an  attack 
on  all  working-class  students,  their  par- 
ents and  teachers,  and  is  particularly  dev- 
astating for  minorities.  Even  before  this, 
California  ranked  48th  in  per  capita 
spending  on  schools  (see  "California,  the 
Cutback  State,”  WV  No.  561,  16  Octo- 
ber). A generation  ago.  California's  pub- 
lic university  system  was  famous  for  its 
quality  and  low  tuition.  Now,  a capitalist 
system  which  has  no  jobs  seeks  to  simply 
discard  a whole  new  generation  of  black 
and  Latino  youth,  who  daily  face  racist 
cop  brutality  and  grinding  poverty  in  the 
ghettos  and  barrios. 

The  Department  of  Education  has 
launched  a three-pronged  attack  against 
“quotas"  in  admissions  and  financial  aid, 
and  against  the  “diversity"  standards 
which  schools  must  meet  for  accredita- 
tion. This  sets  the  stage  for  the  resegre- 
gation of  American  schools  at  all  levels. 
Across  the  country,  minority  recruitment 
programs  aiming  at  student  body  “diver- 
sity" will  be  willingly  sacrificed  to  avoid 
the  wrath  of  the  government.  By  target- 
ing the  liberal  Berkeley  campus,  where 
white  students  are  a minority  of  the 
incoming  freshmen  (being  outnumbered 
by  Asians),  the  Bush  administration  is 
going  after  blacks  and  other  minorities. 

The  same  racist  ruling  class  of  this 


country  which  locked  up  110,000  Japa- 
nese Americans  in  concentration  camps 
during  World  War  II,  politically  assaults 
minority  students  today  by  pitting 
Asians.  Latinos  and  whites  against  each 
other  to  scramble  for  a share  of  a rapidly 
shrinking  pie.  while  shoving  blacks  out 
of  the  race  altogether.  With  mounting 
unemployment,  the  slashing  of  public 
school  funding,  and  the  skyrocketing 


costs  of  higher  education,  universities 
have  become  ever  more  inaccessible  to 
the  working  class.  At  Berkeley,  the  gov- 
ernment intends  to  racially  polarize  a 
potentially  volatile  student  body  with  its 
campaign  against  the  "racial  quota  sys- 
tem" at  Boalt  Hall.  In  the  absence  of  any 
protest,  it  ominously  announced  plans  to 
“investigate”  the  admissions  policy  for 
undergrads  and  throughout  the  UC 
system. 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  opposes  the 
government  witchhunt  against  Boalt 
Hall,  which  is  part  of  a drive  to  ensure 
that  higher  education  remains  over- 
whelmingly white  and  upper-middle- 
class.  We  defend  quota  admissions  in 
education  to  open  access  to  universities 
for  minorities,  but  quotas  are  not  our 
program,  and  indeed  they  take  racial 
discrimination  in  U.S.  society  as  a 
given.  Moreover,  “affirmative  action" 
programs  in  employment  first  arose  as 
a divide-and-rule  preferential  firing  pol- 
icy for  union-busting  by  the  bourgeoisie 
in  response  to  the  mass  black  agitation 
and  ghetto  upheavals  in  the  1960s.  This 
program  was  pushed  by  Richard  Nixon 
to  pit  minority  workers  against  the 
organized  labor  movement  and  gut  hard- 
won  union  seniority  rights. 

While  we  defend  affirmative  action 
measures  in  education,  they  can’t  begin 
to  overcome  the  legacy  of  centuries  of 
racial  discrimination  perpetuated  by  the 
race-  and  class-divided  school  system. 
To  combat  the  systemic  race  and  class 
biases  of  education  under  capitalism,  the 
Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  fight  for  open 
admissions  and  free  tuition  and  a state- 
paid  stipend — that  would  really  open  the 


doors  of  universities  to  minorities  and 
the  poor.  As  we  wrote  at  the  time  of  the 
Bakke  decision: 

"| Racial  quota  admissions]  cannot  ad- 
dress the  harsh  realities  of  inferior  edu- 
cation in  America’s  rotting  ghettos  or  the 
prohibitive  costs  of  college  which  keep 
millions  of  minority  and  white  working- 
class  youth  from  ever  setting  foot  on  a 
university  campus,  let  alone  reach  the 
level  of  professional  school.  Moreover, 
quotas  are  invariably  minimal  and  easily 
reversible." 

— Young  Spartacus  No.  58. 

October  1977 

As  we  warned,  even  these  minimal  meas- 
ures have  been  reversed. 


These  setbacks  underscore  the  impor- 
tance of  understanding  that  even  the 
fight  for  a basic  democratic  right  like 
education  requires  a revolutionary  per- 
spective. Our  fight  for  open  admissions 
is  necessarily  linked  to  the  need  to 
upgrade  the  inferior  ghetto  schooling 
which  prevents  minority  and  working- 
class  youth  from  acquiring  the  basic 
skills  necessary  for  college.  This  re- 
quires an  end  to  the  racist  "tracking” 
system  and  a struggle  for  genuine  school 
integration,  including  the  aggressive  im- 
plementation of  busing.  But  these  urgent 
and  necessary  reforms  will  only  be  won 
as  part  of  a revolutionary  fight  against 
the  racist  American  ruling  class,  just  as 
it  took  the  Civil  War  to  establish  public 
education  for  black  people  in  this  coun- 
try. Education  is  a right!  Smash  racist 
reaction  at  UC  Berkeley!  ■ 
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Swamp  Things 

Combined  and 
Uneven  Developments 
in  the  USec 


It  seems  that  the  principal  raison 
d’etre  for  Emest  Mandel’s  rather  shaky 
and  morose  “United  Secretariat  of  the 
Fourth  International”  (USec)  nowadays 
is  to  resuscitate  Kautsky’s  "party  of  the 
whole  class."  In  a polemic  against  the 
British  SWPof  Tony  Cliff,  whose  calling 
card  for  decades  has  been  virulent  anti- 
Sovietism,  Mandel  attacks  them  for 
using  “the  dogma  of  state  capitalism 
to  divide  revolutionary  organizations.” 
Mandel  then  adds,  "We  are  not  fetishists 
of  the  Fourth  International  as  it  exists 
today"  (Quatrieme  Internationale.  May- 
July  1992). 

Mandel  has  long  been  offering  to 
renounce  the  “label"  of  the  Fourth  Inter- 
national, while  fraudulently  claiming  that 
his  organization  is  the  continuity  of  Leon 
Trotsky’s  world  party  of  socialist  revo- 
lution. What  is  new  here  is  that  the  bour- 
geois propaganda  offensive  over  the 
“death  of  communism”  has  cut  deeply 
into  the  demoralized  cadre  of  the  USec. 
And  with  the  collapse  of  Stalinist  rule 
in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union, 
it  is  a lot  harder  to  peddle  social- 
democratic  “anti-Stalinism"  as  Trotsky- 
ism. With  Mandel  offering  to  broker 
a merger  of  the  Second  International  with 
the  Stalinist  and  ex-Stalinist  leftovers 
from  the  Third,  what  purpose  does 
his  phony  "Fourth  International"  serve 
anyway? 

As  the  USec  has  begun  to  disinte- 
grate, a new  centrist  constellation  has 
surfaced.  This  is  the  "International  Trot- 
skyist Opposition"  (1TO)  of  Franco 
Grisolia.  a longtime  oppositionist  in 
the  Italian  USec:  Peter  Sollenberger, 
formerly  of  the  American  RWL;  and 
Dair.ien  Elliott,  principal  spokesman 
of  the  French  JCR,  one  of  two  youth 
groups  associated  with  Alain  Krivine’s 
LCR.  Sollenberger  and  Grisolia  have 
been  together  under  various  acronyms 
since  the  early  '80s,  going  back  to  the 
TILC  (“Trotskyist  International  Liaison 
Committee,"  1979-83)  and  the  ITC 
(“International  Trotskyist  Committee," 
1984-91).  This  spawned  the  "Left  Ten- 
dency” of  the  USec  (1991).  Last  Jan- 
uary. Sollenberger-Grisolia’s  “Interna- 
tional New  Course  Faction"  split  from 
the  ITC  to  form  the  "Faction  for  a Trot- 
skyist International."  They  were  joined 
by  the  French  in  July  to  form  the  ITO. 


But  while  their  origins  differ,  this  trio 
has  one  common  denominator:  virulent 
anti-Spartacism  (see  “The  New  Anti- 
Spartacists,”  on  page  5 of  this  issue). 
This  is  what  unites  the  certified  scab- 
herder  Sollenberger  and  the  trade-union 
bureaucrat  Grisolia.  Today,  these  con- 
summate operators  are  appealing  to 
young  militants  by  talking  out  of  the  left 
side  of  their  mouths.  The  JCR  now 
discovers  the  danger  of  Krivine  & Co. 


"liquidating”  into  one  or  another  off- 
shoot of  the  SP  and  CP,  as  the  Mitterrand 
regime  stands  exposed  for  a decade 
of  vicious  anti-working-class  policies. 
Grisolia  wags  his  finger  at  Mandel  for 
"adaptation”  to  the  "opportunist  leader- 
ship” of  Solidarnosc.  Yet  this  posturing 
is  belied  by  the  long  trail  of  opportunism 
by  the  different  components  of  this 
rotten  bloc,  a history  many  of  their 
supporters  may  not  know.  In  the  interests 
of  political  prophylaxis,  we  will  review 
some  salient  low  points. 

Grisolia  in  the  Shadow  of  the 
Popular  Front 

Grisolia  came  out  of  the  Italian 
Lambertiste  group  in  the  mid-1970s 
to  form  the  Bolshevik-Leninist  Group 
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(GBL),  which  then  entered  discus- 
sions with  the  international  Spartacist 
tendency.  He  sought  to  join  our  ten- 
dency while  calling  for  electoral  sup- 
port to  workers  parties  in  a class- 
collaborationist  popular  front,  and  while 
backing  petty-bourgeois  and  bourgeois- 
nationalist  groups,  including  condoning 
communal  slaughter  in  Lebanon.  We 
informed  the  GBL  that  for  us  these  were 
principled  questions  precluding  a fusion. 


adding  that  the  refusal  to  recognize  this 
indicated  a difference  on  the  question  of 
the  .revolutionary  party  as  well.  Grisolia 
then  set  up  the  TILC  as  what  we  called 
“a  home  for  the  Orphan  Annies  of 
pseudo-Trotskyism"  (see  “The  Anti- 
Spartacists,"  Spartacist  No.  29.  Summer 
1980). 

“Notoriously,”  wrote  the  GBL  in  a 
letter  to  Workers  Vanguard,  “your  organi- 
zation holds  the  strange  opinion  that 
electoral  support  to  a workers  party  in- 
volved or  implicated  in  a Popular  Front, 
or  inclined  toward  it,  equals  capitula- 
tion to  the  Popular  Front  itself."  This, 
according  to  Grisolia  & Co.,  showed  a 
“sectarian  attitude  toward  the  mass 
movement"  (//  Militante , October  1976). 
Yes.  the  Spartacists  had  the  “strange 
opinion”  of  refusing  to  give  political 
support,  however  critical,  to  the  Socialist 
Allende  and  his  Unidad  Popular  in  Chile, 
warning  that  this  popular  front  would 
prepare  the  way  for  a bloodbath;  nor  did 
we  support  Mitterrand.  Of  course,  myr- 
iad fake-Trotskyists  like  the  USec  and 
Grisolia  "present  this  question  as  a tac- 
tical or  even  a technical  maneuver,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  peddle  their  wares  in  the 
shadow  of  the  Popular  Front."  as  Trotsky 
wrote  of  their  forebears  in  the  1930s. 

In  the  mid-’70s  Grisolia  was  calling 
for  votes  to  the  Eurocommunist  PCI — 
even  as  it  was  supporting  the  Christian 
Democratic  government  of  austerity  and 
vicious  anti-leftist  repression — against 
the  far-left  Democrazia  Proletaria  slate 
(which  wanted  to  pressure  the  PCI  into 
a more  left-wing  popular  front).  In  con- 
trast. the  founding  cadres  of  our  organ- 
ization. the  Lcga  Trotskista  d'lialia.  were 
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In  1988 

demonstration, 
LCR  honcho 
Alain  Krivine 
(right)  marching 
with  ex-PCF 
social  democrat 
Pierre  Juquin, 
whose  election 
campaign  was 
pushed  by  LCR. 


Le  Bolchevik 

The  liquidator  Michel  Pablo  (right)  and  his  successor  Ernest  Mandel  at  1988 
Paris  meeting. 


expelled  from  the  Italian  USec  for  oppos- 
ing the  PCI’s  "Historic  Compromise."  A 
few  years  later.  Grisolia’s  Bolletino  Inter- 
nazionale  (December  1981)  enthused: 
“Mitterrand's  victory  inflicted  a blow 
against  the  French  and  European  bour- 
geoisies and  encouraged  the  working 
class."  Hand  in  hand  with  popular- 
frontism  went  anti-Sovietism,  and  Gri- 
solia's  group  put  out  a leaflet,  titled 
"No  to  the  Stalinist  Counterrevolution" 
(13  December  198 1). equating  Jaruzelski 
with  Chile’s  Pinochet  and  calling  for 
mass  demonstrations  in  front  of  the 
Polish  embassy. 

While  the  declaration  of  principles  of 
the  new  ITO  polemicizes  against  "deep 
entrism,"  Grisolia  has  been  so  deeply 
ensconced  in  the  Italian  USec  that  his 
group  hasn't  had  a public  face  since 
1984.  For  years  nothing  was  heard  from 
him.  His  FTI  was  buried  inside  the  AQI, 
the  USec  "association"  inside  Demo- 
crazia Proletaria;  then  last  year  the  DP 
entered  Rifondazione  Comunista,  the 
split-off  of  the  remnants  of  the  old  PCI. 
Now  Grisolia  and  his  associate  Marco 
Ferrando  are  members  of  the  central 
committee  of  RC.  The  day  after  the  Octo- 
ber 2 rampage  by  cops  and  union  goons 
against  100.000  militant  workers  in 
Rome,  there  was  a national  meeting  of 
the  RC  current  in  the  CGIL  labor 
federation,  Essere  Sindacato  (To  Be  a 
Union).  Grisolia,  one  of  12  chairmen 
of  the  meeting,  repeatedly  applauded 
as  Essere  Sindacato  leader  Bertinotti 
echoed  the  cop  slanders  of  militant  work- 
ers as  "groups  that  have  political  vio- 
lence as  a method.” 

Grisolia,  as  an  official  of  an  insurance 
workers  union,  is  also  a member  of 
the  national  leadership  body  of  the 
CGIL.  But  during  the  recent  meeting 
of  Rifondazione  Comunista’s  political 
committee,  he  called  for  splitting  the 
CGIL,  saying  “it  is  necessary  to  over- 
come the  taboo  represented  by  the 
problem  of  a split."  and  calling  for  con- 
structing a “new,  broad,  class  trade 
union."  Such  a maneuver  amounts  to 
abandoning  the  big  contingents  of  the 
powerful  Italian  proletariat  to  the  trade- 
union  bureaucracy.  Is  this  some  kind  of 
"red  trade  union"  ultraleftism?  Not  at 
all.  The  CGIL  tops  are  so  hated  today 
by  the  mass  of  the  workers,  that  middle- 
level  bureaucrats  like  Grisolia  are  afraid 
that  they  will  be  either  driven  out  by 
the  ranks  or  axed  by  the  tops,  so  he 
and  others  are  looking  to  protect  their 
sinecures. 

Scabherder  Sollenberger 

Now  for  the  American  connection. 
Peter  Sollenberger  and  his  fellow  ex- 
Harvard  student  and  one-time  sidekick 
Leland  Sanderson  hung  around  some 
SLers  in  Boston  in  1969.  but  couldn't 
stomach  Leninist  democratic  centralism. 
When  next  we  ran  across  them,  in  the 
campus  town  of  Ann  Arbor,  they  were 
organizing  clerical  workers... to  cross 
picket  lines  in  a February  1977  campus 
workers  strike.  We  denounced  this  vio- 
lation of  elementary  labor  principles,  and 
when  Sollenberger/Sanderson  produced 
the  first  issue  of  their  paper  in  1980, 
the  central  article,  "Picket  Lines  and 
Spartacists,"  was  devoted  to  justifying 
scabbing,  snottily  remarking:  “In  early 
1 976  the  SL  invented  the  commandment. 
'Thou  shalt  not  cross  a picket  line’." 
Trotsky  called  strike  pickets  "the  nucleus 
of  the  proletarian  army,"  and  this 
"commandment”  is  recognized  by  mil- 
lions of  class-conscious  workers  the 
world  over. 

Sollenberger 's  treachery  is  not  limited 
to  strikes,  but  extends  to  the  struggle 
against  fascism  and  racist  terror.  When 
the  Spartacist  League  in  1979  organized 
black  workers  in  Detroit  to  stop  a sched- 
uled Ku  Klux  Klan  rally.  Sollenberger’s 
outfit  brought  out  a scurrilous  leaflet  # 
denouncing  this  militant  action  as  a 
"fraud."  Then  three  years  later,  when 
the  SL  organized  a 5.000-strong  labor/ 
black  mobilization  in  Washington.  D C. 
to  stop  the  KKK,  Sollenberger 's  RWL 
grotesquely  reviled  the  Spartacists  as 
continued  on  page  9 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Collapse  of  Stalinism  Shakes  Pseudo-Trotskyists 


The  New  Anti-Spartacists 


The  following  is  adapted  from  an  ICL 
leaflet  distributed  at  an  October  23  meet- 
ing in  London  featuring  USec  leader 
Ernest  Mandel. 

On  October  23  Ernest  Mandel,  leader 
of  the  so-called  "United  Secretariat  of 
the  Fourth  International”  (USec),  is 
scheduled  to  speak  at  a national  rally  of 
the  Socialist  Outlook  group  in  Britain. 
The  talk  was  initially  titled.  "75  Years 
of  the  Russian  Revolution:  In  Defence 
of  October."  Those  who  know  the  track 
record  of  the  USec  would  find  that  pretty 
rich.  In  every  key  event  in  which  defense 
of  the  gains  of  the  1917  October  Revo- 
lution has  been  posed,  from  Afghanistan 
and  Poland  at  the  beginning  of  the  ‘80s 
to  Yeltsin’s  August  1991  pro-capitalist 
countercoup  in  Moscow,  Mandel's  outfit 
has  been  on  the  anti-Soviet  side  of- the 
barricades.  Now  that  imperialism  and 
counterrevolution  are  reigning  trium- 
phant in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union,  it’s  cheap  to  come  out  "in  defence 
of  October."  But  maybe  not  cheap 
enough:  days  before  the  event,  the  title 
was  abruptly  switched  to  the  innocuous 
"Tories  in  Crisis — European  Capitalism 
in  Crisis.” 

When  the  USec  joined  the  imperialist 
hue  and  cry  over  Soviet  intervention  in 
Afghanistan,  we  warned  that  these  invet- 
erate tailists,  after  years  of  chasing  after 
every  manner  of  popular  front,  were  well 
on  the  way  to  becoming  full-blown  Cold 
War  social  democrats.  In  the  spirit  of  the 
Reaganite  ’80s  they  not  only  declared 
“Solidarity  with  Solidarity"  in  Poland, 
but  began  running  articles  saluting  Nazi 
collaborators  like  the  Estonian  "Forest 
Brothers"  as  "freedom  fighters"  in  the 
“struggle  against  Stalinism."  A whole 
faction  of  the  USec  openly  hailed  the 
imperialist  Anschluss  (annexation)  of  the 
East  German  deformed  workers  state. 
And  now  they  are  falling  into  lockstep 
with  the  German-orchestrated  breakup 
of  the  Yugoslav  deformed  workers  stale. 
Erstwhile  "red  ’68er"  Alain  Krivine,  star 
of  the  French  Ligue  Communiste  Revo- 
lutionnaire  (LCR),  recently  signed  an 
appeal  calling  on  the  imperialist  Com- 
mon Market  “Europe  of  Twelve”  to  “act 
collectively"  in  Yugoslavia  ( Le  Monde, 
26  August). 

Politically  the  USec  has  nothing  in 
common  with  Trotsky’s  Fourth  Interna- 
tional, and  it’s  hardly  united  in  any  case. 
Wherever  it  has  supporters  they  are 
divided  into  publicly  competing  groups, 
submerged  in  reformist  parties,  and/or 
riven  with  multiple  permanent  factions. 
For  a whole  layer  of  USec  cadres  and 
ranks,  the  mask  of  social  democracy  has 
become  the  face.  This  is  epitomized  by 
Matti,  leader  of  the  faction  which  cele- 
brated the  Fourth  Reich’s  annexation  of 
East  Germany.  For  some  years  Matti 
attempted  to  give  an  “orthodox"  veneer 
to  his  rightist  politics  by  calling  for 
building  the  “International.”  in  opposi- 
tion to  Mandelite  liquidationism.  But  the 
"International’’  he  was  referring  to  was 
the  “Second,”  not  the  “Fourth."  Now 
Matti  has  taken  this  to  its  logical  con- 
clusion and  is  a de  facto  dual  member 
of  the  LCR  and  Mitterrand’s  Socialist 
Party. 

At  the  same  time,  the  manifest  bank- 
ruptcy of  the  USec  in  the  face  of  the 
collapse  of  Stalinism  has  also  produced 
leftward-moving  oppositions  for  the 
first  time  since  the  mid-1970s.  Among 
these  is  the  Jeunesses  Communistes 
Revolutionnaires,  JCR -TEgalitt,  the  het- 
erogeneous and  increasingly  dissident 
youth  group  of  the  French  LCR.  Origi- 
nally, an  influential  part  of  the  JCR  lead- 
ership threw  in  their  lot  with  Matti.  But 
in  the  face  of  the  counterrevolutionary 


tide  sweeping  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  together  with  the  imperi- 
alist slaughter  in  the  Persian  Gulf, 
many  of  these  youth  have  been  pro- 
pelled into  leftist  opposition.  Their  lead- 
ership, notably  the  JCR’s  principal 
spokesman  Damien  Elliott,  seeks  to  keep 
them  chained  to  Mandel’s  USec  as  a 
loyal  (kept)  opposition.  But  the  collapse 
of  Stalinism  and  the  evident  crisis  of 
the  USec  and  the  rest  of  the  fake-lefts 


has  compelled  them  to  address  and 
confront  the  authentic  Trotskyism  of 
the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist). 

The  Spectre  of  Spartacism 

The  ICL  is  well  known  for  our 
intransigent  opposition  to  the  forces  of 
capitalist  counterrevolution  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union.  Many 
members  of  the  1CR-T  Egalitt  come 
from  CP  backgrounds;  among  these  a 
number  have  long  been  repelled  by  the 
USec’s  capitulation  to  imperialist  anti- 
Sovietism  from  Afghanistan  to  Poland. 
During  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  some  mem- 
bers of  the  JCR-TEgalite  were  wearing 
badges  reading  “Sink  Mitterrand  and 
Bush  in  the  Gulf!” — which  was  the  head- 
line in  Le  Bolchevik.  the  newspaper  of 
our  French  section,  the  Ligue  Trotskyste 
de  France  (LTF). 

Last  July  at  a )CR-T  Egalite  day 
school.  Elliott  lauded  the  ICL  for  our 
principled  opposition  to  voting  for  any 
of  the  parties  of  a popular  front,  in  con- 
trast to  the  capitulations  of  the  USec. 
Elliott  was  also  the  author  of  a pamphlet 
entitled  "From  the  Fall  of  Stalinism  to 
the  Formation  of  the  CIS"  (the  stillborn 
"Confederation  of  Independent  States” 
proclaimed  by  Yeltsin  in  December 
1991).  Here  he  claimed  to  support  the 
position  that  Trotsky  outlined  in  the 
Transitional  Program  of  "the  possibility, 
in  strictly  defined  instances,  of  a ‘united 
front’  with  the  Thermidorian  section  of 
the  bureaucracy  against  open  attack  by 
capitalist  counterrevolution.” 

But  for  all  his  alleged  opposition  to 
the  popular  front,  Elliott  has  recently 
found  it  expedient  to  join  with  the  “Fac- 
tion for  the  Trotskyist  International," 
headed  by  the  consummate  political 
swindler  Franco  Grisolia,  a small-time 
union  bureaucrat  whose  USec  career 


has  been  defined  by  capitulation  to  the 
popular  front  in  Italy.  As  for  militar- 
ily blocking  with  a wing  of  the  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy  against  the  forces  of 
counterrevolution,  for  Elliott  this  is 
purely  hypothetical.  As  the  LTF  noted 
in  a 27  July  "Open  Letter  to  the  JCR- 
TEgalitf’  about  Elliott’s  position  on  the 
August  1991  Moscow  coup:  "In  a soft 
way,  he  wants  to  be  with  the  ‘masses’, 
who  were  on  the  Yeltsin  barricades.  He 


thinks  that  Yeltsin  is  a counterrevo- 
lutionary, but  he  wants  to  ‘fraternize’ 
with  his  shock  troops  instead  of  smash- 
ing them!”  And  Elliott  continues  to 
defend  the  USec’s  support  to  Polish 
SolidamoSc — the  counterrevolutionary, 
CIA-bankrolled  “union” — against  Jaru- 
zelski’s  crackdown  in  1981. 

As  Trotsky  wrote  in  his  article 
"Centrism  and  the  Fourth  International” 
(February  1934),  centrism’s  "main  argu- 
ments against  the  right  it  borrows  from 
the  Marxists,  that  is,  first  of  all  from 
the  Bolshevik-Leninists,  dulling,  how- 
ever, the  sharp  edge  of  criticism  and 


avoiding  practical  conclusions,  thereby 
rendering  their  criticism  meaningless.” 
Against  the  bankrupt  leaders  of  the 
USec,  Elliott  has  readily  borrowed 
from — and  blunted — our  politics.  But  as 
Trotsky  also  noted,  centrists  direct  their 
main  fire  not  against  the  right,  but 
against  the  Bolshevik-Leninists. 

What  really  haunts  Elliott,  Grisolia  & 
Co.  is  not  the  grotesque  betrayals  of 
the  USec  but  the  “spectre  of  Sparta- 
cism." Seeking  to  establish  themselves 
as  "leaders”  of  a centrist  opposition 
within  the  confines  of  the  USec,  they 
are  desperately  trying  to  inoculate  any 
leftward-moving  elements  against  our 
politics.  To  this  end,  Elliott  recently 
authored  a document,  entitled  "Real 
Trotskyist  Platform  or  Spartacist  Plat- 
form." attacking  a left  opposition  in 
the  USec’s  Algerian  section,  the  Parti 
Socialiste  des  Travailleurs.  (Elliott’s 
document  and  the  LTF  Open  Letter  are 
available  in  English  in  No.  7 of  our 
bulletin  series.  Hate  Trotskyism,  Hate 
the  Spartacist  League,  which  reprints 
attacks  on  us  by  our  opponents.) 

Acknowledging  that  the  USec  "is 
undergoing  a deep  crisis  marked  by  the 
political  and  organizational  liquidation 
of  numerous  sections,  with  disarray 
among  thousands  of  militants.”  Elliott 
warns  that  this  could  "benefit  sects  with 
a clearly  more  coherent  program  than 
that  of  the  USec.”  Again  Trotsky’s 
description  of  centrism  fits  Elliott  like  a 
glove:  "The  centrist  frequently  covers  up 
his  dawdling  by  referring  to  the  danger 
of  ‘sectarianism,’  by  which  he  under- 
stands not  abstract  propagandist  passiv- 
ity (of  the  Bordigist  type)  but  an  active 
concern  for  purity  of  principles,  clarity 
of  position,  political  consistency  and 
organizational  completeness.” 

Elliott  obviously  spent  some  time 
ransacking  the  publications  of  various 
renegades  and  deserters  from  the  ICL 
for  the  fabrications  he  writes  about  our 
organization.  Although  he  doesn’t  ac- 
knowledge it.  he  is  particularly  indebted 
to  the  “Bolshevik  Tendency” — a collec- 
tion of  embittered  ex-members  who  quit 
our  tendency  under  the  early  pressures 
of  Cold  War  II  and  who  have  since  made 
a "political"  career  out  of  trying  to  smear 
and  set  up  the  organization  they  deserted. 
Elliott  borrows  from  this  “reputable” 
source  to  depict  our  organization  as  a 
continued  on  page  6 
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Anti- 

Spartacists... 

(continued  from  page  5) 
cult  of  senile  and  cynical  Tukhachevsky- 
ites  who  worship  before  portraits  of  Gen- 
eral Jaruzelski.  Certainly,  no  member  of 
ours  would  recognize  Elliott’s  portrayal 
of  the  ICL  as  the  organization  to  which 
they  belong. 

Feeling  the  heat  from  the  ICL’s  con- 
sistent Trotskyist  politics,  the  JCR  par- 
ticipated in  a public  “meeting-debate" 
with  the  LTF  on  September  25  on  "The 
Russian  Question  and  the  Continuity  of 
the  Fourth  International.”  At  the  debate, 
an  Algerian  woman  supporter  of  the  PST 
spoke  powerfully  from  the  floor:  “I  was 
expelled  from  the  USec  camp  [in  Portu- 
gal this  summer]  which  I was  legiti- 
mately attending,  for  defending  my 
tendency  and  my  document....  I also 
want  to  demonstrate  the  really  outra- 
geous manner  in  which  comrade  Damien 
Elliott  responded  to  us,  the  faction,  in 
Algeria.  He  is  acting  as  a fingerman  by 
refusing  to  debate  with  us  and  sticking 
a label  on  us  that  is  very  prejudicial.” 

Alibis  for  USec  Support  to 
Yeltsin  Counterrevolution 

In  trying  to  exorcise  the  Spartacist 
spectre,  Elliott’s  opposition  to  Mandel 
& Co.  vanishes  as  he  seeks  to  alibi  their 
egregious  anti-Sovietism.  In  his  docu- 
ment to  the  PST,  he  argues:  “It  is  a lie 
and  a scandalous  slander  to  claim  that 
the  USec  'clearly  supported  counterrev- 
olution in  the  USSR'."  Well,  as  Marx  was 
fond  of  saying,  "facts  are  stubborn 
things."  Following  the  Yeltsinite  coun- 
tercoup in  the  Soviet  Union,  the  USec’s 
Inprecor  echoed  the  imperialist  celebra- 
tion over  "the  Second  Russian  Revolu- 
tion,” while  an 'authoritative  article  by 
Catherine  Verla  stated  baldly:  “It  was 
necessary  to  unhesitatingly  oppose  the 
coup,  and  on  these  grounds,  to  Fight  at 
Yeltsin’s  side"  ( Inprecor , 29  August 
1991).  Elliott  himself  declares  that  “it 
was  completely  to  the  credit  of  the  LCR 
that  they  published  a press  release 
delighting  in  the  failure  of  the  putsch” 
(while,  for  the  record,  “warning  the 
workers  against  Yeltsin”)! 

As  the  old  saying  goes,  the  acom 
never  falls  too  far  from  the  tree.  Like 
his  former  tutor  Matti,  Elliott  reduces 
his  criticisms  to  chiding  the  USec  for 
refusing  “to  construct  the  Russian  sec- 
tion of  the  Fourth  International."  But  on 
what  program?  While  he  admits  that  the 
Trotskyist  program  of  unconditional 
defense  of  the  USSR  “meant  the  defense 
of  workers’  gains  and  frontal  opposition 
to  the  maneuvers  of  Gorbachev  and  then 
Yeltsin,”  Elliott  condemns  the  “Sparta- 
cist position  making  Yeltsin  the  main 
enemy  in  August”!  If  Yeltsin,  who  spear- 


LCR  leader  Alain  Krivine  signed 
August  appeal  to  Common  Market 
imperialists  to  “act  collectively”  in 
Yugoslavia. 

headed  the  forces  bf  capitalist  counter- 
revolution, was  not  the  "main  enemy,” 
then  who  was?  Obviously,  for  Elliott 
the  answer  is... the  pathetic  coup  plot- 
ters! While  the  coup  committee  wanted 
to  pursue  Gorbachev’s  policy  for  con- 
trolled, gradual  capitalist  restoration, 
they  were  eclipsed  by  the  forces  pushing 
to  smash  the  Soviet  workers  state — both 
the  imperialists  and  domestic  counter- 
revolutionaries— who  rallied  to  Yeltsin. 

While  he  continues  to  offer  back- 
handed  support  to  Yeltsin,  at  the  Sep- 
tember 25  debate  with  the  LTF  Elliott 
charged  that  our  position  was  one  of 
“hypocritical  support  to  the  putschists." 
Certainly  any  serious  opponent  of  cap- 
italist counterrevolution  would  have 
looked  hard,  as  we  did,  to  determine  if 
there  was  a basis  for  giving  military  sup- 
port to  the  coup  against  Yeltsin’s  open 
counterrevolutionaries.  But  there  was 
nothing  to  support:  the  coup  committee 
refused  to  go  after  Yeltsin  and  told 
the  workers  to  stay  off  the  streets.  We 
called  on  Moscow  workers  to  clean  out 
the  rabble  on  the  barricades  in  front  of 
the  Yeltsin  “White  House."  But  the  coup 
plotters  feared  unleashing  the  forces 
that  could  have  defeated  the  Yeltsinites, 
because  that  would  have  raised  the 
possibility  of  civil  war  and  the  imme- 
diate prospect  of  proletarian  political 
revolution. 

As  for  “hypocritical  support  to  the 
putschists,"  months  after  the  victory 
of  the  Yeltsinite  countercoup  we  Find 
Elliott’s  centrist  bloc  partner  Grisolia 
writing:  "If  sectors  of  the  working  class 
had  rallied  in  support  of  the  coup,  want- 
ing to  struggle  against  austerity  and 
other  moves  toward  capitalist  restora- 
tion, Trotskyists  should  have  allied  with 


them"  ("For  a Workers'  Emergency  Plan 
to  Combat  the  Crisis  of  the  Soviet 
Union.”  Bulletin  of  the  Faction  for  the 
Trotskyist  International  No.  1 , March 
1992).  One  could  hardly  Find  a more 
chemically  pure  expression  of  opportun- 
ism. If  only  the  workers  had  moved 
against  the  counterrevolutionaries,  then 
Grisolia  would  have  moved  with  them. 
But  the  workers  didn’t. ..so  Grisolia 
sidled  up  to  the  Yeltsinites  instead! 

While  in  his  pamphlet  on  the  Russian 
question  Elliott  talks  abstractly  of  the 
possibility  of  making  a military  bloc 
with  a wing  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
against  open  attack  by  capitalist  counter- 
revolution, not  only  is  there  no  concrete 
instance  in  which  he  would  apply  this 
“hypothesis,"  in  his  document  to  the  PST 
he  in  effect  dismisses  Trotsky’s  position 
on  this  as  null  and  void.  Thus  Elliott 
outlandishly  claims  that: 

“all  of  Spartacist’s  politics  concerning 
the  workers  states  are  an  extrapolation 
of  the  hypothesis  of  a bloc  with  one  Sta- 
linist tendency  against  the  others  as 
envisaged  in  the  Transitional  Program. 
A hypothesis  that  was  based  on  the  ex- 
istence of  the  ‘Reiss  faction,'  that  is.  a 
revolutionary  tendency  in  the  bureauc- 
racy. A tendency  which  was  massacred 
the  very  year  said  program  was  written." 

Trotsky  understood  that  the  Kremlin 
bureaucracy  was  the  product  of  and 
reflected  the  contradictions  of  the  degen- 
eration of  a workers  revolution  in  a 
backward  country  surrounded  by  impe- 
rialism. This  understanding  of  the  dual 
nature  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  was 
fundamental  to  the  Trotskyist  position 
of  unconditional  military  defense  and  the 
call  for  political  revolution  to  oust  the 
bureaucracy.  Elliott's  position  is  a per- 
fect expression  of  the  social-democratic 
Stalinophobia  he  was  taught  by  Matti — 
that  the  Stalinist  bureaucracies  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union 
were  “counterrevolutionary  through  and 
through."  This  he  dates  from  the  1938 
extermination  of  the  Reiss  faction.  He 
would  be  hard  put  to  explain  how,  close 
to  20  years  later,  in  the  1956  Hungarian 
Revolution,  the  bulk  of  the  ruling  Com- 
munist Party  went  over  to  the  side  of 
the  working-class  insurgents.  But  in  the 
debate  with  the  LTF,  Elliott  tried  to  elude 
such  thorny  problems  by  declaring  that 
the  JCR-l'Egalite  has  no  position  on  any 
event  preceding  1979! 

“Solidarity”  with 

Counterrevolutionary 

Solidarno£6 

Of  course,  when  decades  of  Stalinist 
betrayals  and  economic  mismanagement 
drove  millions  of  Polish  workers  into  the 
arms  of  Solidamosc  counterrevolution, 
Grisolia  & Co.  readily  “allied"  them- 
selves on  the  side  of  the  Vatican,  the 
CIA  and  the  Western  banks.  In  the 
debate,  Elliott  declared  that  Walesa’s 
company  union  “posed  a new  theoretical 


problem"  because  it  wasn’t  clear  to  the 
“masses”  what  Solidamosc  was.  In  his 
document  to  the  Algerian  PST  he  writes, 
"It  was  only  in  1984-85  that  the  under- 
ground leadership  of  Solidamosc  deFin- 
itively  dropped  its  mask,”  when  they 
came  out  with  an  open  program  for  Wall 
Street  domination.  So  in  line  with  the 
Grisolia  school  of  "leadership.”  revolu- 
tionaries should  have  refrained  from  tell- 
ing the  truth  to  the  Polish  masses  until 
it  was  obvious  to  all! 

Already  in  the  fall  of  1981,  with  its 
First  national  conference,  Solidamosc 
consolidated  around  an  openly  counter- 
revolutionary program  of  "free  elec- 
tions," “free  trade  unions”  and  opposi- 
tion to  a planned  economy.  This  program 
didn’t  come  from  nowhere,  for  the  impe- 
rialists, as  the  whole  world  now  knows, 
were  massively  bankrolling  and  brain- 
trusting  Solidamosc  counterrevolution. 
Now  Elliott  writes  that  “With  the  advent 
of  the  Walesa  government  and  the  meas- 
ures taken,  the  awakening  is  rather  pain- 
ful." We  might  point  out  that  this 
"awakening"  is  rather  more  painful  for 
the  Polish  working  class,  which  is  being 
ground  down  by  unemployment,  poverty 
and  hunger  under  the  Solidamosc-led 
government,  than  for  those  "Trotskyists” 
who  spent  a decade  cheering  on  Solidar- 
nosc.  Elliott  cynically  asks,  "Should  we 
conclude  from  this  that  the  Spartacists 
were  right  and  it  was  correct  to  support 
Jaruzelski?” 

In  the  debate  with  the  LTF,  Elliott 
incredibly  claimed  that  the  imperialists 
didn’t  want  Solidamosc  in  power,  but 
rather  supported  the  maintenance  of  the 
Polish  Stalinist  regime!  If  that  were  the 
case,  then  how  does  one  explain  the  mil- 
lions the  imperialists  sank  into  financing 
Walesa’s  outFit?  Even  Time  magazine, 
that  mouthpiece  for  the  American  impe- 
rialist rulers,  ran  a front  cover  this  year 
entitled  “Holy  Alliance — How  Reagan 
and  the  Pope  Conspired  to  Assist 
Poland’s  Solidarity  Movement  and  Has- 
ten the  Demise  of  Communism”!  In 
1981,  we  recognized  that  the  Solidamosc 
leaders  were  traitors  to  the  working  class 
on  behalf  of  NATO  imperialism,  and  we 
urgently  called  to  “Stop  Solidarity's 
Counterrevolution!"  When  the  attempted 
power  grab  by  Walesa  & Co.  was  spiked 
by  Jaruzelski’s  countercoup,  we  support- 
ed this  crackdown.  As  we  wrote  then: 
"What  do  revolutionaries  do  when  the 
Marxist  program  stands  counterposed  to 
the  overwhelming  bulk  of  the  working 
class,  a situation  we  of  course  urgently 
seek  to  avoid?  There  can  be  no  doubt. 
The  task  of  communists  must  be  to 
defend  at  all  costs  the  program  and  gains 
of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat." 

— WV  No.  289. 

25  September  1981 

Chafing  Under  the 
Fourth  Reich 

In  the  debate  with  the  LTF,  Elliott  con- 
ceded that  "self-criticism"  was  called  for 
on  the  question  of  the  capitalist  re- 
uniFication  of  Germany.  This  is  putting 
it  mildly,  since  at  the  time  he  was  allied 
with  Matti,  who  called  for  breaking  out 
“champagne”  to  celebrate  the  Fourth 
Reich's  annexation  of  the  DDR.  Retro- 
spectively, Elliott  claims  agreement  with 
our  call  for  a “Red  Germany  of  Work- 
ers Councils.”  But  this  is  simply  the 
jumping-off  point  for  an  anti-Spartacist 
diatribe  echoing  the  arguments  made 
in  his  document  to  the  PST,  where  he 
argues: 

“The  Spartacist  policy  [was]  entirely  ori- 
ented toward  the  attempt  to  split  off  a 
wing  of  the  East  German  SED  bureauc- 
racy which  they  could  use  as  a lever. 
Their  attempt  culminated  in  the  anti- 
fascist demonstration  at  Treptow  Park  in 
Berlin,  a ‘united  front'  where  they  were 
manipulated  by  an  SED  which  was  look- 
ing for  a smokescreen  to  conceal  the  cen- 
tral problem  at  the  time:  the  demand  by 
the  masses  that  it  leave." 

Only  a complete  Stalinophobe  could 
argue  that  the  already  fractured  and 
disintegrating  SED  was  “the  central 
problem"  in  the  DDR  in  January  1990. 
What  about  the  forces  of  imperialist 
Anschluss — like  Kohl’s  Fourth  Reich 
and  its  social-democratic  front  men?  In 
a remarkable  feat.  Elliott  never  once 
mentions  the  West  German  Social  Dem- 
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ocrats,  who  served  as  the  spearhead  for 
capitalist  counterrevolution! 

Elliott  is  all  too  happy  to  tail  after 
Solidamosc  or  even  the  Yeltsinite 
"masses,"  but  he  wants  nothing  to  do 
with  the  250,000  people  who  came  out 
to  the  Treptow  demonstration  to  protest 
the  Nazi  desecration  of  a memorial  to 
Soviet  soldiers.  The  German  Spartakists 
initiated  the  call  for  this  anti-fascist 
demonstration  under  slogans  calling  for 
“Workers  and  soldiers  councils  to 
power!  For  a Leninist-egalitarian  party!" 
The  speeches  given  by  representatives 
of  our  organization,  from  the  podium  in 
front  of  the  demonstration,  were  an 
explicit  frontal  assault  on  the  Stalinist 
dogma  of  “socialism  in  one  country"  and 
“peaceful  coexistence,"  and  warned  of 
the  Social  Democratic  SPD  “Trojan 
horse.”  The  Stalinist  hecklers  who  tried 
to  drown  out  our  calls  for  independent 
workers  mobilization  certainly  saw  this 
as  a threat  to  them. 

For  Elliott  the  question  of  anti-Soviet 
fascism  was  simply  a "smokescreen." 
This  was  precisely  the  line  of  the  social 
democrats  and  the  West  German  impe- 
rialists, who  hated  and  feared  the  Trep- 
tow mobilization.  Seeing  in  this  anti- 
fascist and  pro-Soviet  demonstration,  a 
quarter  million  strong,  the  forces  that 
could  prevail  against  the  drive  to  capi- 
talist reunification,  the  bourgeois  press 
attempted  to  smear  the  SED  with  respon- 
sibility for  the  fascist  provocation,  call- 
ing it  a "Stasi  trick."  After  Treptow,  the 
campaign  to  stampede  the  DDR  into  re- 
unification was  massively  geared  up. 
The  "demand”  that  the  SED  leave  was 
realized,  as  the  Stalinists  completely 
capitulated.  Now,  as  the  resurgent  Ger- 
man nationalism  that  accompanied  the 
annexation  of  the  DDR  is  being  brought 
home  in  racist  pogroms  and  utter  social 
devastation,  perhaps  Elliott  will  discover 
a "painful  awakening"  in  Germany  too. 

Today  the  German  imperialists  drag 
former  Stasi  chief  Erich  Mielke  into 
court  on  charges  stemming  from  the  Nazi 
period.  Erich  Honecker,  the  cancer- 
stricken  former  head  of  the  DDR,  is  to 
be  tried  for  defending  his  country’s  bor- 
ders. Yet  Elliott  charges  that  the  Sparta- 
cists  are  “making  a cult  of  symbols  of 
the  former  DDR”  because  we  intransi- 
gently  defend  Mielke,  Honecker  and  the 
other  targets  of  a massive  witchhunt 
aimed  at  seeking  revenge  for  the  Red 
Army’s  victory  over  Hitler's  Third 
Reich.  Of  course  Elliott  hastens  to  add 
that,  unlike  Matti  who  obscenely 
demands  a “Nuremberg  for  the  Stalin- 
ists,” he  would  "deny  the  capitalist 
Kohl  regime  any  right  to  judge  Erich 
Honecker.”  Instead  he  calls  for  a labor 
auxiliary  to  the  Fourth  Reich’s  witch- 
hunt, demanding  that  Honecker  "be 
judged  by  the  German  workers.”  With 
the  SPD  as  prosecuting  attorney? 

To  be  sure,  many  of  the  Stalinist  rulers 
and  secret  police  were  guilty  of  crimes 
against  the  working  class.  But  they  are 
being  charged  with  the  wrong  crimes 
before  the  wrong  class.  What  began  as 
a nascent  political  revolution  in  1989-90 
was  derailed  by  the  intervention  of  the 
Fourth  Reich  of  German  imperialism, 
which  cut  across  the  whole  question  of 
working-class  justice  under  a proletarian 
state.  While  the  Matti  wing  of  the  USec 
championed  the  cause  of  German  reuni- 
fication and  the  Mandel  wing  accepted 
the  imperialist  annexation  of  the  DDR 
with  some  “conditions,”  the  ICL  was 
the  only  organization  which  forthrightly 
fought  against  capitalist  reunification. 

Elliott,  by  sneering  at  the  Treptow 
mass  mobilization,  is  dismissing  the 
very  possibility  of  a proletarian  political 
revolution  which  would  have  sent  shock 
waves  throughout  Europe,  East  and 
West,  in  particular  pointing  the  way  for- 
ward to  the  beleaguered  Soviet  proletar- 
iat. Now  he  amnesties  the  reunified  Ger- 
man imperialist  state  by  objecting  to  our 
references  to  a Fourth  Reich,  claiming 
that  the  Spartacists  are  “thus  placing 
themselves  on  the  terrain  of  the  French 
Stalinists  of  the  PCF  with  their  tradi- 
tional anti-German  xenophobia."  Does 
this  mean  that  our  comrades  of  the  Spar- 


takist  Workers  Party  of  Germany  are 
feot/tc-hating  French  nationalists?  No,  it 
means  that  Elliott  squirms  at  telling  the 
truth  about  the  reactionary  consequences 
of  the  bourgeois  “democratic”  counter- 
revolution in  Germany. 

Two,  Three,  Many  Lines 
on  Afghanistan 

On  Afghanistan,  Elliott  pretends  to  be 
for  military  victory  of  the  Soviet  forces 
and  outrageously  claims  (in  his  letter  to 
the  Algerian  PST)  that  the  USec  "early 
on  took  a courageous  and  correct  posi- 
tion.” Courageous,  correct?  He  is  cyni- 
cally presuming  ignorance  among  young 
comrades  who  have  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  USec’s  actual  policies.  While 
quoting  some  lines  against  Soviet  with- 
drawal from  one  of  the  USec's  typical 
mealy-mouthed,  hedge-your-bets  resolu- 
tions, he  hides  the  fact  that  the  Mandelite 
majority  joined  the  imperialists  in  con- 
demning the  Soviet  intervention.  Mean- 
while, a hefty  minority  (including  a near- 
majority  on  the  LCR  central  committee) 
had  an  openly  defeatist  position  calling 


hailed  the  Soviet  intervention  in  Afghan- 
istan. Elliott  should  likewise  denounce 
as  Stalinophilic  American  Trotskyist 
leader  James  P.  Cannon  (whom  he  claims 
as  a mentor)  for  stating,  in  a speech  on 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  October  Rev- 
olution: “The  Red  Army  that  the  world 
hails  is  an  army  created  by  a proletarian 
revolution.” 

Elliott  recognizes  that  our  proposal  to 
organize  an  international  brigade  to 
Afghanistan  at  the  time  of  the  pullout  of 
Soviet  troops  in  February  1989  was  the 
"logical  conclusion”  of  our  aggressive 
defense  of  Soviet  intervention.  At  the 
LTF  meeting-debate  he  denounced  it 
as  "adventurist”  and  "substitutionist” 
(unlike  the  financial  aid  campaign — to 
which  Elliott  contributed — for  the  civil- 
ian victims  in  Jalalabad  which  we  con- 
ducted when  our  brigade  offer  was 
not  accepted).  In  his  letter  to  the  Alge- 
rian PST,  this  becomes  the  occasion 
for  a tirade  against  “Spartacist  guru 
Robertson”  and  our  supposed  “cyni- 
cism" in  proposing  to  recruit,  not  just 
"hard  Trotskyists,”  but  sundry  radical 


tionary  Polish  Solidamosc,  cries  "Stalin- 
ist manipulation”  over  the  Spartacist- 
initiated  mass  anti-fascist  pro-Soviet 
demonstration  at  Treptow,  denounces 
our  call  to  hail  the  Red  Army  fighting 
CIA-backed  mujahedin  in  Afghanistan. 
But  over  the  Persian  Gulf  War  he  is 
foursquare  for  a bloc  with  the  Islamic 
reactionaries  of  the  Algerian  FIS.  This 
is  simply  an  extension  of  the  traitorous 
policy  of  the  USec  which  cheered  on 
Khomeini’s  “Islamic  Revolution"  in 
Iran.  And  Elliott  is  quite  forthright  about 
this  as  he  accuses  the  ICL  of  having  “a 
vision  of  anti-imperialist  struggle  so  nar- 
row that  it  led  them  to  sectarian  absten- 
tionism  on  such  central  questions  as 
the  Iranian  Revolution."  Of  course,  we 
hardly  abstained  but  rather  called  for  the 
mobilization  of  the  powerful  Iranian  pro- 
letariat against  the  shah  and  Khomeini's 
mullahs.  It  is  this  that  sticks  in  Elliott’s 
craw  as  he  lectures  about  the  "anti- 
imperialist  united  front." 

In  justifying  the  call  for  a “Workers 
and  People’s  Front"  by  the  Algerian  PST 
— that  is,  a popular  front  with  Islamic 
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for  Soviet  withdrawal.  And  the  majori- 
ty’s “courage”  rapidly  evaporated,  as  it 
caved  in  to  the  imperialist  furor  and 
demanded  Soviet  withdrawal. 

This  raises  the  interesting  question,  to 
paraphrase  Mao:  “where  do  incorrect 
ideas  come  from?"  Elliott  tries  to  slide 
over  this  sticky  point  by  pretending  that 
“some  sections"  continued  to  support 
Soviet  intervention,  citing  the  American 
SWP.  Even  at  the  outset,  the  SWP  tried 
to  minimize  the  question  of  Soviet  inter- 
vention, but  by  December  1980  Jack 
Barnes  ’ outfit  publicly  came  out  for  with- 
drawal of  the  Soviet  forces.  Barnes 
explained  that  seeing  the  "Spartacist 
sect"  calling  to  “Hail  Red  Army"  con- 
vinced him  that  the  SWP  was  “off  base.” 
So  one  month  after  the  election  of  Ronald 
Reagan,  the  quirky  reformist  Bamesites 
got  back  “on  base"  with  the  bourgeoisie. 
The  Mandelite  majority,  in  turn,  came 
out  for  Soviet  withdrawal  in  June  1981, 
one  month  after  the  election  of  Cold  War 
"socialist”  Mitterrand  (who  they  sup- 
ported). If  the  SWP  was  running  scared, 
the  LCR  smelled  opportunities  in  the 
social-democratic  union  bureaucracy. 

Elliott  then  takes  on  our  slogan  "Hail 
Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!"  A typical 
example  of  “obtuse  sectarianism,"  he 
claims,  designed  to  separate  the  Sparta- 
cists from  the  rest  of  the  left,  in  the  service 
of  "self-interest,"  rather  than  to  "increase 
the  consciousness  of  the  masses.”  First 
of  all,  what  separated  us  from  the  rest 
of  the  left  is  that  they  bowed  to  imperialist 
anti-Sovietism,  while  we  were  enthusi- 
astically for  the  Red  Army  intervention, 
which  not  only  defended  the  USSR’s 
southern  flank  but  also  opened  the  pos- 
sibility for  social  liberation  in  Afghani- 
stan. Our  slogan  highlighted  the  tempo- 
rary contradiction  between  the  Soviet 
bureaucracy's  act  of  self-defense  and  its 
overall  counterrevolutionary  policy  of 
peaceful  coexistence. 

Elliott  calls  our  slogan  “Stalino- 
philic." The  Stalinists,  of  course,  never 


elements  internationally.  Just  as  Elliott 
can’t  imagine  the  masses  hailing  the  Red 
Army,  so  imbued  is  he  with  Europacif- 
ism that  he  can’t  conceive  of  leftist  youth 
angry  enough  with  the  whole  system  to 
trek  to  Afghanistan  to  fight  imperialism. 

It’s  nothing  but  “pulling  together  ten 
lumpens  that  you  were  contemptuous  of,” 
he  sneered  contemptuously  in  the  Sep- 
tember 25  debate.  What  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  enlisting  fighters  from  among 
the  thousands  of  leftist  Iranian  exiles,  or 
Latin  American  youth  inspired  by  the 
internationalist  example  of  Che  Guevara? 
In  India,  masses  of  young  Communists 
marched  in  support  of  the  Kabul  regime. 
Just  who  does  he  suppose  joined  the  inter- 
national brigades  in  Spain — plenty  of 
footloose  adventurous  types  flocked 
there  to  fight  against  Franco.  Don’t  forget 
the  “Red  ’48ers,"  exiled  from  Germany 
after  the  defeat  of  the  1 848-49  revolution, 
who  spread  across  the  world,  fighting  in 
revolutions  and  civil  wars  from  Poland 
to  the  United  States. 

And  does  Elliott  give  a moment’s 
thought  to  the  impact  that  a brigade  of 
even  a few  hundred  would  have  had,  not 
only  in  Afghanistan  but  in  the  Soviet 
Union?  Former  Afghan  vets,  the  afgan- 
tsy,  actually  petitioned  the  Soviet  gov- 
ernment to  allow  them  to  go  back  and 
fight  on  a volunteer  basis.  Consider  the 
impact  that  an  international  brigade  for 
Afghanistan  could  have  had  on  sub- 
sequent events  in  the  USSR.  For  that 
matter,  consider  the  impact  in  Algeria, 
where  Islamic  fundamentalists  sent  vol- 
unteers to  fight  alongside  the  Afghan 
counterrevolutionaries.  Things  might 
look  somewhat  different  in  Algiers  today 
if  the  shock  troops  of  the  FIS  had  been 
bloodied  and  defeated  in  Afghanistan. 

“Anti-Imperialist”  Front  with 
Islamic  Reaction 

Elliott  can't  stomach  actually  making 
a military  bloc  with  the  Stalinists  against 
the  bid  for  power  by  counterrevolu- 


reactionary forces — Elliott  grotesquely 
attributes  the  “AUF"  to  Trotsky.  But  to 
accomplish  this  he  has  to  resort  to  crude 
falsification,  extracting  a clause  to  give 
it  a meaning  counterposed  to  that 
intended  by  Trotsky.  The  quote  he  cites 
does  not  mention  the  words  “anti- 
imperialist  united  front,”  nor  does  the 
article  it  is  taken  from;  nor  does  Trotsky 
use  this  formula  at  all  after  the  disastrous 
experience  of  the  Shanghai  massacre  of 
1927,  which  was  prepared  by  Stalin/ 
Bukharin's  “bloc  of  four  classes”  with 
the  butcher  Chiang  Kai-shek.  Moreover. 
Elliott  omits  Trotsky’s  call  for  the  pro- 
letariat to  take  power.  What  Trotsky 
really  said  was: 

“But  if  the  Indian  revolution  will  develop 
on  a basis  of  a bloc  of  the  workers,  peas- 
ants. and  petty  bourgeoisie;  if  this  bloc 
will  be  directed  not  only  against  impe- 
rialism and  feudalism  but  also  against 
the  national  bourgeoisie  which  is  bound 
up  with  them  in  all  basic  questions;  if  at 
the  head  of  this  bloc  will  stand  the  pro- 
letariat; if  this  bloc  comes  to  victory  only 
by  sweeping  away  its  enemies  through 
an  armed  uprising  and  in  this  way  raises 
the  proletariat  to  the  role  of  the  real 
leader  of  the  whole  nation— ^then  the 
question  arises:  in  whose  hands  will  the 
power  be  after  the  victory  if  not  in  the 
hands  of  the  proletariat?” 

— “The  Revolution  in  India,  Its 
Tasks  and  Dangers"  (May  1930) 

Trotsky  summarizes  here  the  program  of 
permanent  revolution,  which  is  diamet- 
rically opposed  to  the  USec’s  line  on 
Iran,  and  on  Algeria  today. 

Elliott  raises  this  in  the  context  of 
the  Gulf  War.  saying  that  according  to 
the  ICL,  “standing  fast  on  Saddam’s 
trenches  was  correct,  but  attacking  the 
imperialist  coalition  from  behind  its 
own  lines" — through  "a  bloc  with  the 
FIS  or  the  FLN" — "would  have  been  a 
popular-frontist  betrayal.”  He  is  will- 
fully confusing  military  and  political 
support,  the  vital  distinction  which 
Lenin  drew  in  1917  between  fighting 
on  the  side  of  Kerensky  against  White 
continued  on  page  8 


30  OCTOBER  1992 


7 


Algerian  Trotskyist  Denounces  USec  Opportunism 

“We  Won’t  Retreat  From  Demanding 
the  Right  to  Abortion” 


In  his  document,  "Real  Trotskyist 
Platform  or  Spartacist  Platform,”  di- 
rected against  a left  opposition  in  the 
Algerian  Parti  Socialiste  des  Travail- 
leurs  (PST).  JCR -VEgaliti  leader 
Damien  Elliott  ridicules  the  demand  for 
free  abortion  on  demand  and  for  24- 
hour  day  care  as  “ultraleftist  imbecil- 
ity." In  the  September  25  debate  with 
the  LTF,  Elliott  sought  to  divert  discus- 
sion away  from  the  Russian  question 
by  harping  on  the  JCR’s  current  cam- 
paign against  night  work  for  women. 
This  is  also  the  major  theme  of  the 
JCR's  new  bulletin.  Femme  el  Revolu- 
tion (Women  and  Revolution),  whose 
title  is  taken  from  the  International 
Communist  League  but  whose  politics 
certainly  are  not.  In  the  debate.  Elliott 
provocatively  accused  the  ICL  of  being 
“ harkis ” (referring  to  the  Algerian  mer- 
cenaries who  acted  as  torturers  for  the 
French  colonial  army)  for  the  social- 
democratic  CFDT  union  bureaucracy 
and  the  European  Commission  (Com- 
mon Market). 

The  JCR's  opposition  to  night  work 
for  women  has  the  flavor  of  petty- 
bourgeois  Parisian  cafe  “revolutionar- 
ies." The  justification  is  that  women 
especially,  but  also  workers  in  general, 
shouldn’t  have  to  work  nights  and 
weekends  so  they  can  go  out  and  enjoy 
themselves.  But  who  will  run  the  bars, 
the  restaurants,  the  Metro,  not  to  men- 
tion the  hospitals?  Who  will  bake  the 
bread  that  shows  up  in  the  houlangeries 
in  the  morning?  Who  will  provide  the 
electricity  at  night?  Banning  night 
work  might  perhaps  make  sense  to 
pampered  youth  whose  material  needs 
are  provided  by  their  parents,  but  it  is 
antithetical  to  running  a modem  econ- 
omy. Above  all  it  is  harmful  to  women, 
excluding  them  from  whole  sectors  of 
social  labor,  and  is  typically  raised  by 
the  most  conservative  union  bureau- 
crats in  order  to  keep  women  at  home, 
to  bear  and  raise  children.  The  Sparta- 
cists  fight  for  equal  pay  for  equal  work 
and  making  full  access  to  employment 
possible  for  all. 


In  the  debate,  a woman  member  of 
the  PST  intervened  powerfully  against 
Elliott  and  his  document.  We  print 
below  a translation  of  her  remarks: 


First,  I want  to  introduce  myself.  I 
am  a member  of  the  Algerian  PST.  I 
signed  the  document  to  which  Damien 
Elliott  responded.  I remind  certain 
comrades  who  weren't  at  the  USec 
camp  in  Portugal  that  I was  expelled 
from  the  USec  camp,  which  I was  legit- 
imately attending,  for  defending  my 
tendency  and  my  document.  I was  ex- 
pelled bureaucratically.  I was  expelled 
based  on  my  document  and  full  pro- 
grammatic positions.  I also  want  to 
demonstrate  the  really  outrageous  man- 
ner in  which  comrade  Damien  Elliott 
responded  to  us,  the  faction,  in  Algeria. 
He  is  acting  as  a fingerman  by  refusing 
to  debate  with  us  and  sticking  a label 
on  us  that  is  very  prejudicial. 

What  I especially  wanted  to  focus 
on  is  the  woman  question.  The  comrade 
just  said.  “Was  this  platform  written  in 
Tizi  or  in  Paris?"  I have  been  a militant 
in  the  PST  in  Algeria  for  five  years*  a 
woman  militant,  a woman  in  Algeria, 
like  most  of  the  signatories  of  the  doc- 
ument. That  is,  in  Tizi.  in  Algiers,  in 
Oran  and  elsewhere  concerning  the 
woman  question.  We  have  demands 
which  I believe  are  democratic  transi- 
tional demands  and  which  were  put 
into  practice — I would  remind  com- 
rade Damien  Elliott  of  this — in  October 
1917  in  the  USSR.  They  were  valid  for 
the  USSR  of  1917.  which  is  about  like 
Algeria  as  far  as  the  situation  of 
women.  Why  is  it  that  these  demands, 
democratic  ones  perhaps,  are  valid  in 
the  USSR  of  1917  but  not  valid  in 
Algeria? 

Are  you  saying  that  Islam,  the  FIS. 
fundamentalism  and  the  fear  of  fun- 
damentalism should  make  us  retreat 
from  legitimate  and  completely  normal 
demands,  like  the  simple  right  to  abor- 
tion? I don't  know  whether  you  are 
aware  of  the  situation  of  women  who 
have  to  have  an  abortion  in  Algeria, 


but  I don’t  advise  you  to  try  to  take 
away  that  right.  In  relation  to  funda- 
mentalism, you  state  that  in  our  docu- 
ment we  have  no  perspective  on  the 
woman  question.  So  I tried  to  see  what 
you  have  to  offer  Algerian  women  as 
a perspective.  And  I read  in  your  doc- 
uments: a renewal  of  the  cooperative 
movement.  What  does  that  mean, 
"renewal  of  the  cooperative  move- 
ment”? Starting  up  specifically  wom- 


talist  movements,  such  as  the  FIS  and 
Hamas. 

I would  remind  you  that  a leaflet 
was  cosigned  by  the  PST.  the  Parti 
Socialiste  des  Travailleurs,  member  of 
the  USec,  together  with  Hamas,  a fun- 
damentalist movement,  maybe  a mod- 
erate one,  but  fundamentalist  nonethe- 
less, with  everything  that  means  for 
women.  They  are  the  ones  imposing 
the  veil  on  us,  they  are  the  ones  impos- 
ing the  family  code  on  us,  they  are  also 
the  ones  imposing  all  these  restrictions, 
all  these  abominations  on  women.  To 
be  sure,  the  FLN  defends  religion, 
Islam,  the  state  religion,  but  does  not 
impose  it  on  us  in  such  a fascist  manner 
as  the  fundamentalists  in  power  would 
do. 

So  today  I am  asking  you.  Damien 
Elliott,  is  the  FLN  our  main  target,  and 


JCR  spokesman 
calls  for 
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en’s  rooms,  to  rediscuss  and  resubmit 
platforms  to  the  FLN? 

Or.  going  further,  are  you  saying  that 
the  program  of  the  social-democratic 
party,  the  FFS,  is  correct  on  the  woman 
question?  And  going  even  further  (and 
one  can  go  further,  since  at  the  end  of 
your  document  you  accuse  us  of  betray- 
ing): for  you  the  FLN  is  the  main  target 
in  Algeria  today,  which  means  that  the 
FIS  is  not  a priori  dangerous,  it  is  sec- 
ondary. But  what  is  happening  for  a 
woman  in  Algeria  is  that  the  veil  has 
been  imposed  on  her  by  the  fundamen- 


if so,  can  one  make  a bloc,  a "united 
front,”  with  the  FIS  or  any  of  the  “mod- 
erate” Islamic  parties,  with  these  fun- 
damentalist movements,  to  overthrow 
the  FLN? 

I also  remind  you  that  revolutionar- 
ies in  Afghanistan,  in  order  to  contact 
women,  to  talk  to  them,  including  about 
abortion  and  democratic  rights  and 
transitional  demands  in  a more  or  less 
analogous  situation,  didn’t  hesitate  to 
don  the  veil  to  contact  these  women. 
They  didn’t  give  up  when  faced  with 
the  mullahs. 


Anti- 

Spartacists... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

general  Kornilov’s  attack,  and  making  a 
political  alliance  with  Kerensky's  capi- 
talist Provisional  Government.  To  under- 
stand the  principled  difference  between 
support  “from  behind  the  lines”  and  sup- 
port “in  the  trenches,"  just  read  Trotsky 
on  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  where  he  insis- 
tently calls  for  a common  military  front 
against  Franco  while  denouncing  any 
political  support  to  the  bourgeois  Repub- 
lican government. 

Interestingly,  on  the  Persian  Gulf  War. 
Elliott  attacks  the  ICL  for  “proposing 
'Victory  to  Iraq’  as  a slogan  in  all  coun- 
tries. including  France  and  the  U.S."  As 
he  knows  only  too  well,  our  slogan  dur- 
ing the  Gulf  War  was  “Defeat  U.S.  Impe- 
rialism! Defend  Iraq!"  The  call  for  “Vic- 
tory to  Iraq!”  was  in  fact  the  central 
slogan  of  the  tiny  “International  Trot- 
skyist Committee"  (raised  by  the  RWL 
in  the  U.S.  and  the  RIL  in  Britain),  for- 
merly led  by  one  Peter  Sollenberger  and 
Grisolia,  Elliott’s  new  bloc  partner.  So 
Elliott  wants  to  pin  on  us  the  slogan  of 
the  former  comrades  of  his  new  comrade. 

As  we  noted  at  the  time,  the  call  for 
“Victory  to  Iraq"  implied  political  sup- 
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port  to  Hussein’s  Ba’athist  regime  and 
more  generally  to  Arab  nationalism.  But 
Elliott  simultaneously  denounces  us  for 
holding  a position  which  we  did  not  have 
and  for  our  opposition  to  the  mythical 
“Arab  Revolution."  The  very  notion  that 
there  is  an  "Arab  Revolution"  is  an 
"anti-imperialist"  alibi  for  the  bloody- 
handed,  imperialist-dependent  bourgeois 
(and  feudalist)  rulers  of  the  Arab  states 


who  have  time  and  time  again  stabbed 
the  besieged  Palestinian  people  in  the 
back. 

Elliott’s  convoluted  polemic  against 
the  ICL  over  the  Persian  Gulf  War 
reflects  the  fact  that  the  JCR  membership 
was  powerfully  attracted  to  the  ICL's 
internationalist  line  on  the  Gulf  War.  In 
his  “Real  Trotskyism"  document  to  the 
PST.  he  dismisses  Spartacist  “verbiage 


about  ‘strikes’”  against  the  war  and 
claims  that  our  position  showed  "lack  of 
confidence  in  the  working  class.”  This 
applies  quite  accurately  to  his  own  pol- 
icies on  the  war.  The  JCR  initially  cam- 
paigned on  the  slogan  of  “immediate 
withdrawal  of  French  troops”  ( Autre 
Chose , October  1990).  This  attempt  to 
build  a "united  front"  (really  a popular 
front  on  a social-pacifist  line)  was 
modeled  on  the  “antiwar"  “coalition- 
building"  of  their  USec  comrades  of 
Socialist  Action  in  the  U.S.  Socialist 
Action  took  a cravenly  social-patriotic 
line  in  the  red-white-and-blue  “peace 
marches,”  even  condoning  the  wearing 
of  yellow  ribbons  to  “support  our  boys” 
(i.e.,  the  imperialist  troops)  in  the  Gulf. 
Krivine’s  LCR  followed  a similar  line 
in  France. 

Under  the  impact  of  the  war,  the  youth 
in  the  JCR  were  impelled  to  take  a more 
militant  stance.  After  the  LTF  criticized 
them  for  refusing  to  call  explicitly  for 
defense  of  Iraq,  in  February  1991  the 
JCR  published  an  article,  "Hands  Off 
Iraq — For  Iraq,"  criticizing  the  “essen- 
tially pacifist"  character  of  the  antiwar 
protests  and  calling  tor  “boycott  and 
strikes  against  the  war.  But  this  went 
hand  in  hand  with  talk  of  being  in  the 
same  trench  with  the  Algerian  FIS  and 
calling  tor  Kuwait  to  be  incorporated 
into  Iraq. 

Under  the  guise  of  the  “anti- 
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ICL  waged  campaign  on  behalf  of  besieged  Afghan  city  Jalalabad. 
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"carpetbaggers,"  the  epithet  used  by 
Southern  racists  against  Northerners 
who  aided  in  establishing  black  rights 
after  the  defeat  of  the  Confederacy. 

One  of  the  hallmarks  of  centrists,  as 
Trotsky  pointed  out,  is  the  contradiction 
between  their  words  and  deeds.  While 
the  "ITO"  declaration  contains  a few 
words  against  the  popular  front,  Sol- 
lenberger  joins  Grisolia  in  supporting  it 
in  practice.  Only  on  the  politically  more 
backward  American  terrain,  he  doesn't 
bother  with  the  fiction  of  supporting  the 
"workers  parties  of  the  popular  front" 
but  instead  directly  supports  a bourgeois 
candidate.  In  the  current  U.S.  presiden- 
tial elections,  Sollenberger’s  Trotskyist 
League  is  calling  to  “Vote  for  Ron  Dan- 
iels!” ( International  Revolution,  Septem- 
ber 1992).  Daniels  is  a leftover  from 
black  Democrat  Jesse  Jackson’s  Rain- 
bow Coalition,  who  echoes  Jackson's 
“butter  not  guns”  populist  rhetoric  with 
calls  for  reducing  the  Pentagon  war  bud- 
get by  70  percent  and  increasing  taxes 
on  big  business. 

“Regenerating”  Pabloism 

The  "International  Trotskyist  Opposi- 
tion” offers  at  best  a pale  rehash  of 
1970s  Mandelism.  Their  main  program- 
matic document  fetishizes  the  “transi- 
tional method"  of  “action  programs"  for 
"transitional  objectives,"  and  calls  for 
“the  building  of  well  structured  mass 
organizations”  in  "all  mass  movements." 
What  this  amounts  to  is  raising  left- 
sounding demands  while  pledging  sub- 


Salvador Allende  at  mass  rally  (left),  and  before  presidential  palace 
(right)  during  Pinochet  coup.  Spartacist  warned  from  beginning  that 
Allende  government  with  “constitutionalist”  army  would  lead  to 
drowning  of  workers  movement  in  blood.  Voting  for  “workers  parties 
of  the  popular  front”  is  not  a “tactical"  question  but  class  betrayal. 


ordination  to  the  leadership  "structures" 
of  reformist  organizations  and  even 
bourgeois  formations  such  as  the  Amer- 
ican feminist  organization  NOW,  not  to 
mention  Polish  Solidamosc.  Grisolia’s 
talk  of  “political  regeneration  and  organ- 
izational reconstruction  of  the  Fourth 
International”  is  an  attempt  to  resusci- 
tate the  moribund  United  Secretariat 
with  a leftist  veneer.  Politically  it  can 
lead  nowhere  except  to  where  the  USec 
has  already  arrived:  a tail  of  the  social 
democracy. 

In  the  early  1950s,  Michel  Pablo, 
then  head  of  the  Fourth  International, 
declared  that  under  the  objective  pres- 
sures of  a “generally  irreversible  pre- 
revolutionary period,"  the  Moscow  Sta- 
linists would  be  forced  into  "roughly 
outlining  a revolutionary  orientation.” 


With  this  objectivist  “theory”  denying 
the  need  for  an  independent  Trotskyist 
vanguard,  Pablo  set  about  liquidating  the 
sections  of  the  FI  through  a policy  of 
“entrism  sui  generis"  (of  a unique  kind) 
into  the  mass  CPs  (as  well  as  into  social- 
democratic  and  bourgeois-nationalist 
parties).  The  USec  was  founded  a decade 
later  on  the  liquidationist  program  of 
Pabloism,  tailing  the  Algerian  FLN  and 
Castro’s  Cuba  in  the  1960s,  Portuguese 
officers  and  Iranian  mullahs  in  the  '70s. 
hailing  the  Nicaraguan  Sandinistas  and 
proclaiming  "solidarity  with  Solidamosc" 
in  the  '80s,  supporting  every  popular 
front  from  Allende  to  Mitterrand,  and 
ending  up  vicariously  climbing  onto 
Yeltsin’s  counterrevolutionary  barricades 
in  Moscow  in  August  1991. 

Built  on  a program  of  perennial  tail- 


ism,  entrism  and  popular-frontism,  the 
USec  is  heading  straight  to  extinction. 
Today  it  can  find  no  “mass  movement" 
to  tail  except  outright  counterrevolution. 
But  contrary  to  the  reveries  of  imperialist 
ideologues,  history  and  the  class  struggle 
have  not  come  to  an  end,  as  shown  by 
the  explosion  of  the  Los  Angeles  ghettos 
and  barrios,  the  powerful  German  public 
workers  strike  and  the  militant,  massive 
protests  in  Italy  against  the  government 
and  sellout  union  tops.  And  it  is  precisely 
the  revolutionary  consistency  of  the 
Spartacists  which  has  drawn  new  forces 
toward  us  in  different  countries — nota- 
bly Mexico,  Canada,  Ireland  and  Poland 
— in  building  a genuinely  Trotskyist 
international  party.  We  seek  to  reforge  a 
Fourth  International  that  Trotsky  would 
have  recognized  as  his  own.  ■ 


imperialist  united  front,”  Elliott  blocks 
with  Arab  nationalism,  seeing  this  as  the 
only  mass  force  siding  with  Iraq.  The 
FIS  actually  was  organizing  brigades  to 
go  to  fight  in  Iraq,  just  as  they  sent 
groups  of  mujahedin  to  fight  against  the 
Soviet-backed  reform  nationalist  gov- 
ernment in  Afghanistan.  But  if  Elliott 
had  ever  tried  to  get  into  a trench  with 
these  fanatical  anti-communist  reaction- 
aries, they  would  have  slit  his  throat.  In 
contrast,  the  possibility  of  organizing 
antiwar  action  by  the  working  class 
(rather  than  the  unemployed  lumpen 
base  of  the  FIS)  in  the  Maghreb  was 
very  real.  And  in  Europe  there  were  the 
beginnings  of  organized  working-class 
action,  with  a de  facto  general  strike  in 
northern  Italy  and  attempts  by  French 
rail  and  dock  workers  to  stop  the  trans- 
port of  arms  and  troops  to  the  Gulf. 

Spartacism  Is  Real  Trotskyism 

As  always,  behind  Elliott’s  war  of 
lying  words  against  the  ICL  stand  more 
nefarious  methods  of  seeking  to  "neu- 
tralize” revolutionaries.  Last  February, 
when  the  JCR -I'Egalili  organized  a 
“meeting-debate"  of  its  own,  their  goon 
squad  threatened  and  shoved  militants 
of  the  LTF  for  protesting  the  JCR’s  glo- 
rification of  Palestinian  nationalist  PFLP 
leader  George  Habash  as  a “hero  of  the 
struggle  for  Palestinian  national  libera- 
tion.” And  a subsequent  reply  to  our 
comrades’  letter  of  protest  set  us  up  for 
even  more  violent  attack,  accusing  us  of 
spreading  “Mossad’s  slanders  about 
Habash ’s  ‘indiscriminate  terrorism’.”  In 
fact  the  PFLP  in  the  past  took  credit  for 
various  indiscriminate  terrorist  attacks, 
and  more  recently  has  made  a political 
bloc  with  the  fundamentalist  Hamas 
movement,  which  grew  out  of  the  arch- 
reactionary  Muslim  Brotherhood.  At  best 
the  PFLP's  nationalist  strategy  is  an 
expression  of  the  politics  of  despair  and 
impotence  in  the  face  of  brutal  Zionist 
repression. 

But  for  the  JCR,  this  is  the  acme  of 
the  nationalist  "Arab  Revolution”  which 
they  hail.  Behind  this  fig  leaf,  the  USec 
has  tailed  behind  the  various  kingdoms, 
sheikdoms  and  colonels’  regimes  in 
every  Near  East  war.  For  them,  as  for 


the  petty-bourgeois  PLO,  this  was  the 
road  to  liberation  for  the  Palestinian 
masses.  Today  Elliott  accuses  the  ICL 
of  “complacency  toward  Zionism," 
lyingly  accusing  the  ICL  of  "refusing  to 
defend  self-determination  for  the  Pales- 
tinians" and  calling  our  revolutionary 
defeatist  position  in  the  1948  Arab-Israel 
War  a break  with  the  Trotskyist  position. 
In  fact,  the  position  of  the  Fourth  Inter- 
national in  that  war  was  revolutionary 
defeatism.  An  article,  written  even 
before  the  entry  of  the  Arab  League 
forces,  adamantly  declared: 

" Make  this  war  between  Jews  and  Arabs, 
which  serves  the  end  of  imperialism,  the 
common  war  of  both  nations  against 
imperialism !. . . 

" The  only  way  to  peace  between  the  two 
peoples  of  this  country  is  turning  the  guns 
against  the  instigators  of  murder  in  both 
camps." 

— “Against  the  Stream,"  Fourth 
International,  May  1948 

But  swimming  against  the  stream  is 
anathema  to  the  Pabloites,  whose  liq- 
uidationist revisionism  destroyed  the 
Fourth  International.  Instead  they  tail  the 
Arab  bourgeoisies  who  have  historically 
connived  with  the  Zionists  to  disenfran- 
chise and  destroy  the  Palestinian  Arab 
nation.  While  Arafat  embraces  Jordan’s 
King  Hussein,  the  butcher  of  the  Black 
September  massacre  of  1970,  the  USec 
embraces  Arafat  and  his  colleague 
Habash.  We  Spartacists  say  that  it  will 
take  an  intransigent  fight  against  both 
Zionism  and  the  Arab  bourgeois  regimes 
for  the  Palestinian  people  to  achieve 
national  liberation.  What  upsets  Elliott 
is  that  we  recognize  the  right  of  self- 
determination  for  all  the  myriad,  inter- 
penetrated peoples  of  the  region,  includ- 
ing the  Hebrew-speaking  people.  The 
national  question  can  only  be  resolved 
in  an  equitable  and  democratic  manner 
through  common  class  struggle  for 
socialist  revolution  and  a socialist  fed- 
eration of  the  Near  East. 

It  is  grotesque  that,  out  of  loyalty 
to  the  stinking  corpse  of  the  USec, 
Elliott  goes  to  such  lengths  to  seal  off 
leftward-moving  youth  from  Trotskyist 
internationalism.  To  the  oppositionists 
in  the  PST,  he  says  to  embrace  the 
Islamic  reactionaries  through  a "Workers 


and  People’s  Front"  including  all  "anti- 
governmental  forces.”  This  is  the  same 
treacherous  line  as  in  Iran,  where  the 
USec  went  from  calling  for  "unity"  of 
all  opponents  of  the  shah,  to  chanting 
"Allah  Akbar!"  ("God  is  great")  along 
with  the  mullahs,  to  seeing  their  own 
comrades  arrested  and  executed  by  the 
Khomeini  regime  they  helped  put  in 
power.  -This  is  the  suicidal  logic  of 
Pabloist  liquidationism,  abandoning  the 
struggle  for  a Trotskyist  proletarian  van- 
guard in  favor  of  tailing  after  “substi- 
tutes" led  by  alien  class  forces.  Ironi- 
cally, it  was  in  Algeria  that  Michel  Pablo 
reached  the  apex  (or  nadir)  of  his  career, 
becoming  a government  adviser  in  the 
first  FLN  regime  under  Ben  Bella. 

To  the  youth  of  the  iCR-l’ Egalite, 


Elliott/Grisolia  offer  only  a rehash  of 
1970s-vintage  Mandelism.  which  paved 
the  way  to  support  for  Mitterrand  and 
the  current  paralysis  of  the  USec  in  the 
face  of  the  "New  World  Order."  Once 
again  the  USec  school  of  opportunism 
is  pushing  leftist-minded  youth  into  the 
arms  of  inveterate  maneuvered  like 
Grisolia.  where  they  are  learning  how  to 
use  “left"  criticisms  to  alibi  their  rightist 
Mandelite  leadership.  The  way  out  of 
this  morass  is  to  take  up  the  fight  to 
reforge  a genuine  Fourth  International 
on  Trotskyist  politics.  As  Trotsky  wrote 
in  The  Lessons  of  October,  “Without  a 
party,  apart  from  a party,  over  the  head 
of  a party,  or  with  a substitute  for  a 
party,  the  proletarian  revolution  cannot 
conquer."  ■ 
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Miners... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

struggle  for  working-class  power.  The 
SL/B  leaflet  headlined  the  call:  “Miners, 
rail,  transport,  power  workers:  strike 
now!  For  workers  action  committees 
to  stop  the  pit  closures  and  to  run  the 
country!" 

Scargill  Enlists  in  the 
Anti-Strike  Popular  Front 

The  assault  on  coal  miners  is  part  of 
the  British  bourgeoisie’s  enforcement  of 
capitalist  austerity  in  the  context  of  the 
Maastricht  Treaty.  The  historically  mil- 
itant miners  have  been  the  target  of  a 
ruling-class  vendetta  for  years.  A miners 
strike  in  1974  led  to  the  downfall  of  the 
Conservative  Heath  government.  The 
heroic  yearlong  1984-85  miners  strike 
nearly  toppled  Major’s  predecessor  Mar- 
garet Thatcher.  After  imposing  virtual 
martial  law  in  wide  swaths  of  the  coun- 
try in  order  to  suppress  the  combative 
strikers.  Thatcher  unleashed  a vindictive 
onslaught  against  the  mining  communi- 
ties, slashing  the  workforce  by  more  than 
half  and  turning  entire  sections  of  Wales. 
Scotland  and  northern  England  into 
wastelands.  Now  Thatcher’s  milquetoast 
Tory  heir  Major  wants  to  finish  the  job. 

But  Major’s  attempt  to  prove  himself 
no  less  brutal  than  the  “Iron  Lady"  in 
cracking  down  on  the  working  class 
backfired  with  a vengeance.  The  econ- 
omy is  already  a shambles.  Even  aside 
from  the  pit  closures,  some  200.000  jobs 
are  slated  for  the  ax  by  the  end  of  this 
year  alone.  Unemployment  has  nearly 
doubled  over  the  past  two  years,  with 
the  jobless  rate  for  men  climbing  to  a 
postwar  high.  More  significantly,  the 
traditionally  Tory  Southeast  has  seen  a 
threefold  increase  in  joblessness. 

Meanwhile,  the  Thatcherite  wing  of 
the  Tory  party  has  been  out  to  gel  Major 
for  displacing  their  idol  two  years  ago 
in  the  wake  of  mass  protests  over  the 
"poll  tax."  They  also  accuse  Major  of 
kowtowing  to  the  Common  Market 
gnomes  of  Brussels  and  the  European 
“exchange  rate  mechanism”  (ERM)  from 
which  Britain  was  forced  to  withdraw 
last  month.  Conservative  right-wingers 
seized  on  the  pit  closure  announcement 
to  go  into  open  opposition.  Tory  MP  Win- 
ston Churchill,  whose  grandfather  won 
his  spurs  by  ordering  troops  out  against 
a miners  strike  in  the  Welsh  Rhondda 
Valley  in  1910,  obscenely  proclaimed 
himself  a guardian  of  the  working  man. 
denouncing  the  government  for  "throw- 
ing tens  of  thousands  onto  the  slag-heap." 

Church  of  England  bishops  across  the 
country  have  been  denouncing  the  gov- 
ernment from  their  pulpits  as  “wicked" 
and  “evil."  The  Tory  Sun  railed  against 


Pamyat... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

restoration  of  capitalism.  When  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  disintegrated  to  a 
point  where  it  lost  control  over  Soviet 
society,  the  Komsomol  yuppies  went 
over  to  the  counterrevolutionary  Yeltsin- 
ite  camp,  which  also  embraced  the  fas- 
cists. Now,  in  response  to  the  Pamyat 
attack,  the  Moskovski  Komsomolets  edi- 
tors are  appealing  to  anti-Communism. 
In  a letter  to  Yeltsin,  published  in  the 
paper  the  next  day,  they  compared  this 
act  of  fascist  gangsterism  to  the  botched 
coup  by  Kremlin  conservatives  in 
August  1991. 

“Fascists  Burst  into  Editorial  Board 
— Who  Defends  Democracy?"  ran  the 
headline  of  Moskovski  Komsomolets  the 
following  day.  Yet.  far  from  seeking  to 
organize  a united-front  defense  against 
the  fascists,  even  on  a democratic  basis, 
the  editors  tried  to  contact  top  Pamyat 
boss  Dmitri  Vasilyev  and  spoke  to  his 
adjutant.  They  then  published  verbatim 
this  fascist’s  ranting  against  homosexu- 
ality, Masonry  and  anything  that  con- 
tradicted the  Russian  Orthodox  faith. 
They  even  printed  the  names  of  journal- 


a  “bankrupt,  clueless,  lying,  incompe- 
tent, arrogant  administration."  The  right- 
wing  Sunday  Telegraph  (18  October) 
declared:  "We  must  not  return  to  the 
ERM.  We  must  not  ratify  the  Maastricht 
treaty.  If  the  defeat  of  the  government 
over  the  miners  is  the  readiest  way  to 
advance  that  cause,  so  be  it." 

This  has  set  the  stage  for  a "popular 
front"  extending  from  the  right  wing  of 
the  Tory  party  and  the  C of  E hierarchy 
to  the  wretchedly  reformist  Labour  Party 
and  NUM  leader  Scargill.  Such  a coali- 
tion of  class  collaboration  is  designed  to 
chain  the  workers  to  sections  of  the  bour- 
geoisie and  suppress  class  struggle. 

Today  Scargill  has  abandoned  any 
serious  talk  of  strike  action  in  favor 
of  lame  appeals  for  an  "independent 
inquiry”  to  review  the  fate  of  the  threat- 
ened pits.  Meanwhile  he  is  making  unity 
overtures  to  the  scab  “Union  of  Demo- 
cratic Miners,"  braintrusted  by  the  Tories 
as  a strikebreaking  vehicle  against  the 


1 984-85  strike.  No  wonder  the  bourgeois 
press  applauds  the  "new,  statesmanlike 
Arthur  Scargill." 

Months  before  the  '84-'85  strike  Scar- 
gill was  crucified  by  a cabal  of  right- 
wing  Labour  Party  and  Trades  Union 
Congress  (TUC)  leaders  and  Fleet  Street 
Tory  tabloids  for  rightly  denouncing  the 
Polish  company  “union”  Solidamosc  as 
“anti-socialist.”  The  Tories  and  the 
Labour/TUC  chiefs  have  been  out  to  get 
Scargill  ever  since  for  refusing  to  bow 
to  their  strikebreaking  dictates. 

Yet  speaking  at  today’s  mammoth 
demonstration  in  London.  Scargill  open- 
ly appealed  to  his  new  anti-Communist 
bloc  partners,  comparing  opposition  to 
the  Major  government  to  the  counter- 
revolutionary overthrow  of  Stalinist 


ists  whom  Pamyat  threatened  to  “pun- 
ish” personally! 

Pamyat’s  invasion  of  the  newspaper 
office  comes  in  the  context  of  a sharp 
rise  in  racist  terror  against  dark-skinned 
people  in  Russia,  particularly  Central 
Asians,  and  African  and  Vietnamese  stu- 
dents (see  "African  Student  Murdered 
by  Yeltsin's  Cops,"  WV  No.  558,  4 Sep- 
tember). Yet  even  in  the  wake  of  this 
flagrant  fascist  provocation,  the  entire 
range  of  self-styled  “socialist"  or  "com- 
munist” groups  in  Moscow  refuse  to  lift 
a finger  against  the  deadly  Pamyat  ter- 
rorists. From  the  time  Pamyat  first  raised 
its  head,  the  International  Communist 
League  has  called  for  independent  work- 
ers mobilizations — drawing  in  Soviet 
soldiers,  Jews  and  other  minorities — to 
crush  the  black-shirted  fascist  gangs. 

The  Pamyat  attack  on  Moskovski 
Komsomolets  is  a further  sign  of  the  fis- 
suring  of  the  counterrevolutionary  camp 
between  the  direct  agents  of  the  Western 
bankers,  represented  by  acting  prime 
minister  Yegor  Gaidar,  and  more  nation- 
alistic elements  grouped  around  vice 
president  Aleksandr  Rutskoi  and  Arkady 
Volsky’s  Civic  Union,  representing  in- 
dustrial managers.  Pamyat  is  now  serv- 
ing as  shock  troops  for  the  latter,  while 


regimes  in  East  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union:  “If  people  power  can  bring  down 
governments  and  change  society  in 
Poland,  Czechoslovakia.  Hungary  and 
the  former  Soviet  Union,  it  can  turn  back 
a government  who’s  lost  all  credibility 
here  in  Britain." 

Joining  Scargill  on  the  platform  were 
not  only  insipid  right-wing  Labour  Party 
leader  John  Smith  and  TUC  chief  Norman 
Willis,  whose  strikebreaking  efforts  eight 
years  ago  were  so  blatant  that  militant 
miners  lowered  a noose  in  front  of  his 
face,  but  also  church  leaders  and  Paddy 
Ashdown  of  the  bourgeois  Liberal  Dem- 
ocratic Party.  Meanwhile  Scargill  and 
the  Labour/TUC  tops  have  been  pushing 
vile  protectionism,  grotesquely  bragging 
how  cheap  British  coal  is  (as  a result  of 
massive  speedup  and  low  wages!). 

The  SL/B  leaflet  warned:  “Every 
effort  is  being  made  by  Labour  and  its 
hangers-on  to  turn  the  popular  outrage 
over  the  pit  closures  onto  the  road  of 


parliamentary  adjustments.  It  could  not 
be  more  clear  that  the  Labour  traitors 
and  their  trade  union  misleaders  are  the 
main  obstacles  to  the  necessary  strug- 
gle against  not  just  a discredited  and 
wretched  government,  but  the  capitalist 
system  which  has  led  inexorably  to  the 
deindustrialisation  of  these  isles  and  the 
vindictive  attack  on  the  militant  miners.” 

For  a Bolshevik  Party 
in  Britain! 

At  the  time  of  the  1984-85  miners 
strike,  the  SL/B  called  for  joint  strike 
action  by  a “fighting  Triple  Alliance"  of 
miners,  dockworkers  and  rail  and  other 
transport  workers  to  launch  a general 
strike.  This  would  have  shut  down  the 
country,  raising  the  possibility  of  a rev- 


Vasilyev (along  with  many  competitors) 
has  his  own  ambitions  to  become  the 
Fiihrer  of  all  Russia. 

Yeltsin  originally  did  much  to  legiti- 
mize Pamyat  when  he  was  still  Mos- 
cow Communist  Party  boss  under 
Gorbachev.  In  1987,  he  held  a well- 
publicized  meeting  with  Vasilyev  & Co., 
whom  he  praised  for  “patriotism  for  our 
motherland."  And  after  taking  power  in 
August  1991,  would-be  tsar  Boris  told 
an  American  television  audience:  "I've 
had  dealings  with  Pamyat  for  quite  a 
long  time." 

Now  Yeltsin's  lieutenants  are  voicing 
alarm  that  their  Russian-nationalist  oppo- 
nents will  dominate  the  Congress  of  Peo- 
ple's Deputies,  due  to  reconvene  on 
December  I.  Mikhail  Poltoranin,  deputy 
prime  minister  in  charge  of  information, 
told  a group  of  foreign  correspondents: 
“We  are  seeing  the  ripening  of  not  just 
serious  opposition  but  of  the  open  and 
strongest  preparation  for  a coup  d’etat” 
(London  Financial  Times,  19  October). 
At  the  same  time,  there  is  much  talk  that 
Yeltsin  is  planning  another  counter- 
coup, this  time  directed  against  the  Rus- 
sian parliament,  in  order  to  establish 
"strong”  presidential  rule  in  the  name  of 
“democracy"  and  the  “free  market.” 


olutionary  struggle  for  power  and  posing 
the  question:  which  class  shall  rule? 
Broad  sectors  of  the  population,  partic- 
ularly among  the  oppressed  Irish.  Asian 
and  black  communities,  rallied  behind 
the  miners  in  hopes  of  bringing  down 
the  vicious  Thatcher  government. 

In  contrast,  the  various  pseudo- 
revolutionary  outfits  who  orbit  around 
the  Labour  Party  appealed  to  the  TUC 
tops,  who  were  openly  knifing  the 
miners,  to  “call  a general  strike”  with 
the  aim  of  placing  a Labour  government 
in  office  to  administer  decaying  Brit- 
ish capitalism.  Today  they  repeat  this 
treacherous  recipe.  Tony  Cliff's  Social- 
ist Workers  Party  blares  "Don’t  Let 
the  Tories  Off  the  Hook — GENERAL 
STRIKE  NOW!  TUC  Must  Act"  ( Social- 
ist Worker,  24  October). 

Workers  Power  likewise  calls  for  a 
general  strike,  and  the  only  word  of 
criticism  of  the  Labour  Party  is  to 
bemoan  its  “new  found  faith  in  mar- 
ket forces.”  New  found?  The  Labour 
Party  has  been  wedded  to  capitalism 
since  its  inception,  including  in  its 
“golden  age"  when  Attlee  nationalized 
the  coal  pits  in  1946.  Indeed,  the  deci- 
mation of  the  coal  industry  shows 
the  bankruptcy  of  social-democratic 
schemes  to  reform  capitalism. 

Meanwhile,  the  small  centrist  Revo- 
lutionary Internationalist  League  pushes 
the  British  fake-lefts’  bankrupt  "make 
the  lefts  fight"  line,  demanding  that  Scar- 
gill and  the  Labour  Party  “lefts"  stop 
“collaborating  with  'Tory  rebels'  and 
mobilise  real  working  class  action."  To 
do  what?  To  go  “to  parliament  for  a 
militant  mass  lobby."  So  what  the  RIL 
program  boils  down  to  is  "militantly” 
begging  the  bosses'  government. 

What  this  new  popular  front  seeks  to 
do  is  save  British  capitalism,  which  has 
become  so  ramshackle  that  even  bour- 
geois commentators  speak  of  a "rentier 
economy.”  while  the  Tory  Churchill 
moans:  “We  can’t  just  survive  on  Ken- 
tucky Fried  Chicken  and  playing  the 
money  markets.  ” But  neither  a “reno- 
vated” isolationist  Tory  government  nor 
another  Labour  government  of  betrayal 
can  save  this  bankrupt  system.  If  they 
are  to  save  their  livelihoods  and  com- 
munities, the  British  miners  must  put 
their  experience  of  class-struggle  mili- 
tancy at  the  service  of  a revolutionary 
program. 

We  said  at  the  conclusion  of  the  min- 
ers strike  in  1985:  “The  key  lesson  of 
this  strike  is  the  burning  need  to  forge 
a revolutionary  workers  party  so  that  the 
next  battle  can  end  in  victory”  ( Workers 
Hammer  No.  67.  March  1985).  It  is  nec- 
essary to  forge  a Bolshevik  party  in  the 
course  of  sharp  class  struggle,  splitting 
the  working-class  base  from  the  pro- 
capitalist tops  of  the  Labour  Party.  ■ 


The  privileged  children  of  appara- 
tchiks and  intellectuals  who  formed  the 
core  of  Komsomol  activists  believed  that 
capitalist  restoration  would  instantly 
afford  them  the  lifestyle  of  American  and 
West  European  yuppies.  Instead,  the 
Yeltsinite  counterrevolution  has  brought 
the  pauperization  of  Russia  and  the  other 
former  Soviet  republics  at  the  hands  of 
Western  bankers,  amid  the  rise  of  mur- 
derous nationalism  and  fascism. 

Already  in  1987  we  warned  that  the 
rightward  slide  and  disintegration  of  the 
Kremlin  bureaucracy  under  Gorbachev 
created  an  opening  for  the  growth  of 
Russian  fascism: 

Fascists  in  Red  Square — in  a country 
where  20  million  died  defending  the  land 
of  the  October  Revolution  against  the 
Nazis!  The  working  masses  must  deal 
with  the  fascist  excrescence,  as  part  of 
the  struggle  for  the  return  to  genuine 
revolutionary  communism  in  the  Soviet 
Union.” 

— "Pamyat:  Russian  Fascists 
Raise  Their  Heads," 

WV  No.  434.  7 August  1987 
Today,  only  the  struggle  for  genuine 
communism  can  save  the  working  people 
of  Russia,  the  Ukraine  and  other  former 
Soviet  republics  from  the  ravages  of 
neocolonial  exploitation  and  fratricidal 
nationalism.  ■ 


_ . . . Ashley  Ashwood 

British  miners  protest  in  London  against  Tory  government’s  plan  to  gut  mining 
industry.  Sharp  class  struggle  in  Britain  would  have  dramatic  impact  on 
workers  from  Rome  to  Moscow. 
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TB  Epidemic... 


(continued  from  page  12) 

famous  novel  The  Jungle  also  exposed 
the  hideous  conditions  breeding  TB  in 
the  proletariat  at  home  and  on  the  job. 
The  "white  plague."  which  kills  by  eat- 
ing away  its  victim’s  lungs,  festered 
among  the  working  poor,  whose  bodies 
were  giving  out  with  overwork,  malnu- 
trition. lack  of  sunlight  and  fresh  air.  At 
times  of  social  dislocation  such  as  war 
or  depression,  leading  to  homelessness 
and  increasing  impoverishment,  the  TB 
rate  would  soar,  as  happened  across 
Europe  after  World  Wars  I and  II. 

Unhealthy  working  conditions  are  a 
key  cause  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
Among  miners  and  textile  workers,  for 
example,  already  at  higher  risk  of  lung 
disease  because  of  the  filthy,  dusty  air 
they  breathe  on  the  job,  TB  rates  are 
higher  than  in  the  general  population. 
Migrant  farm  workers  live  and  work  in 
such  poor  conditions  that  TB  is  consid- 
ered an  occupational  hazard.  In  a report 
to  the  American  Society  for  Microbiol- 
ogy on  a case  of  a shipyard  worker  in 
Bath,  Maine  who  spread  TB  to  over  400 
coworkers.  Dr.  Ban  Mishu  said  that 
“cramped  working  conditions  inside  the 
vessels  at  the  shipyard  and  dust  helped 
spread  the  infection”  ( New  York  Times, 
18  October). 

The  tubercle  bacillus  thrives  in  dark, 
moist,  still  air;  sunlight  and  good  venti- 
lation thwart  it.  While  the  disease  is 
infectious,  it  is  not  highly  contagious, 
and  spreads  primarily  as  a result  of  pro- 
longed contact  with  sick  people  in 
overcrowded,  unhealthy  places  like  pris- 
ons. homeless  shelters,  slum  tenements 
and... hospitals.  Steadily  dropping  for 


Isolation  room  at  New  York’s  Rikers  Island  prison. 


chest  clinics  around  the  country. 

Most  infected  people  do  not  come 
down  with  the  active  disease,  but  harbor 
small  pockets  of  the  bacillus  which  can 
produce  illness  as  a result  of  later 
immunosuppression  (resulting  from  old 
age  or  another  illness — AIDS  patients 
are  especially  vulnerable  to  the  TB  bacil- 
lus). Before  the  outbreak  of  multiple- 
drug  resistant  TB,  both  latent  infections 
and  active  cases  could  be  entirely  cured 
through  a strict  regimen  of  drugs  taken 
regularly  for  up  to  18  months.  Thus  the 
basic  medical  facts — long  known  to 
health  authorities  and  utterly  uncon- 
troversial — mandated  vigilance  in  track- 
ing and  treating  every  active  and  dor- 
mant case  of  this  terrible  disease  in  order 
to  root  out  all  infections.  Incomplete 
treatment  fosters  deadly  multiple-drug 
resistant  TB. 
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decades  as  a result  of  improved  living 
conditions  and  treatments,  TB  rates 
plummeted  after  World  War  II  with  the 
discovery  of  powerful  antibiotics  capa- 
ble of  completely  curing  a patient. 
Moreover  the  resources  of  society  were 
mobilized  in  an  all-out  effort  to  com- 
bat the  disease — from  a massive  public 
education  campaign  to  the  opening,  of 


Corrections 

A photo  caption  accompanying 
the  article  “Ex-CP  ‘Committees  of 
Correspondence’ — Conference  of 
the  Living  Dead"  (WV  No.  557, 
7 August)  identified  black  scholar 
Manning  Marable  as  a vice  chair- 
man of  the  DSA  (Democratic 
Socialists  of  America).  That  is  no 
longer  the  case;  Marable  departed 
the  DSA  some  years  ago.  According 
to  the  person  on  phone  duty  at  the 
New  York  DSA  offices,  the  cause 
of  his  departure  was  apparently  the 
inadequate  support  given  by  the 
DSA  to  Jesse  Jackson  and  his  Rain- 
bow Coalition. 

A reader  has  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion that  Woody  Allen  did  not  direct 
the  movie  The  Front . as  was  stated 
in  a letter  to  the  editor  in  WV  No. 
559  (18  September),  although  he 
did  act  in  it.  The  Front  was  directed 
by  Martin  Ritt.  who  also  directed 
The  Spy  Who  Came  in  From  the 
Cold,  Hud,  Sounder,  and  Norma 
Rae.  We  reviewed  The  Front  in 
Young  Spartacus  No.  49  (December 
1976). 


It’s  "a  catastrophe  that  simply  should 
never  have  happened."  said  Dr.  Barry  R. 
Bloom,  a senior  researcher  at  the  Albert 
Einstein  College  of  Medicine  and  a TB 
specialist.  “We  had  everything  we 
needed.  All  the  knowledge,  the  skills, 
the  medical  expertise  necessary  to  elim- 
inate this  disease.  Instead,  this  country 
chose  to  very  nearly  eliminate  the  health 
care  programs  people  with  this  disease 
need  most"  (New  York  Times,  1 1 Octo- 
ber). While  the  number  of  chest  clinics 
plummeted,  research  into  new  treatments 
stopped  some  25  years  ago.  Drug  com- 
panies even  cut  back  on  manufacturing 
the  standard  TB  drugs,  producing  acute 
shortages  in  the  impoverished  countries 
of  the  Third  World,  where  TB  is  still  the 
leading  killer  among  infectious  diseases: 
three  million  people  die  every  year,  and 
eight  million  new  cases  are  discovered. 
The  reason  for  the  drug  cuts?  According 
to  the  World  Health  Organization’s 
Tuberculosis  Control  Programme  report 
(1991),  "Anti-TB  drug  production. ..is 
not  a big  profit-maker.” 

“Public  Health”  Cops 

Lately  compelled  to  take  some  action 
against  the  epidemic — too  little  and  too 
late — New  York  City  health  authorities 
are  pouring  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  into,  building  isolation  cells  for 
TB-infecied  prisoners  at  the  whopping 
cost  of  $450,000  apiece  at  Rikers  Island 
prison!  It’s  quite  a statement  about  the 
priorities  of  the  capitalist  ruling  class 
that  prisons  are  the  front-runners  in  treat- 
ment of  TB!  This  vindictive,  vicious 
society  has  a larger  percentage  of  its  pop- 
ulation behind  bars  than  any  other  coun- 


try in  the  world,  and  of  course  prisoners 
don’t  get  much  health  care  at  all. 

Generally,  efforts  to  combat  TB  have 
focused  above  all  on  scapegoating 
"problem  patients"  as  the  main  difficulty 
in  controlling  the  disease.  The  New  York 
Times  has  headlined  “Grappling  With  the 
Care  of  Problem  TB  Patients,"  "Recal- 
citrant Patients  a Threat  as  TB  Returns” 
(14  April)  and  “TB  Carriers  See  Clash 
of  Liberty  and  Health"  (14  October).  In 
fact,  government  authorities  have  put 
every  imaginable  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  tuberculosis  patients,  from  shutting 
down  the  clinics  to  jacking  up  treatment 
costs  to  cutting  staff  for  community  out- 
reach programs.  Day  after  day,  patients 
must  wait  for  hours  in  filthy  clinics, 
often  having  to  travel  miles  from  their 
homes. 

Isolation  of  infectious  TB  patients 


TB  diagnosis  unit 
in  the  1950s. 
Antibiotics  and 
aggressive  public 
health  effort  had 
largely  reduced 
incidence  of  TB. 
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until  the  infection  is  under  control  (gen- 
erally a fairly  brief  time)  is  simply  nec- 
essary. TB,  unlike  AIDS,  is  “casually 
transmitted”  by  the  patient’s  germ-laden 
cough.  But  medication  ends  this  infec- 
tious period  within  a few  weeks,  and  a 
patient  can  finish  his  course  of  treatment 
with  no  fear  of  endangering  others. 
Enforced  quarantine  of  willfully  unco- 
operative patients  may  occasionally  be 
warranted;  public  health  authorities  need 
the  political  mandate  to  act  in  emergen- 
cies. But  these  onerous  measures  are 
necessary  only  because  a crime  against 
humanity  was  committed  by  a bankrupt 
ruling  class,  which  after  letting  a pre- 
ventable epidemic  flourish,  now  locks 
up  the  poor  by  order  of  the  Health 
Department.  The  danger  of  a backlash 


of  vicious  bigotry  against  the  sick  is 
frighteningly  real. 

In  the  early  decades  of  the  century, 
wealthy  TB  patients  got  to  go  for  rest 
cures  at  Saranac  Lake  or  the  Swiss  Alps. 
While  the  vast  majority  of  patients 
entered  sanatoriums  voluntarily,  thou- 
sands of  the  poor  were  clapped  in 
manacles  and  delivered  up  to  primitive, 
overcrowded  state  “hospitals"  where 
their  chances  of  being  cured  were  greatly 
reduced.  Black  patients  were  often 
barred  from  sanatoriums  and  hospitals: 
for  example,  in  1923,  only  12  of  the  29 
TB  institutions  in  Pennsylvania  admitted 
blacks — and  some  of  the  12  segregated 
them  into  special  wards.  Those  poor 
patients,  black  and  white,  who  did  get 
well  were  sent  home  to  the  same  slum 
tenements  and  sweatshops  that  made 
them  sick  in  the  first  place. 

For  Free,  Quality  Health  Care 
for  All! 

There  are  no  prescriptions  for  treating 
despair  bred  by  a society  that  doesn't 
care  if  you  live  or  die  because  you’re 
black  or  non-English-speaking  or  old  or 
use  drugs  and  alcohol.  To  the  capitalist 
class,  for  whom  profit  is  the  means 
and  end,  the  poor  and  oppressed  are  just 
"surplus  population”  swelling  the  So- 
cial Security  rolls  and  no  longer  even 
needed  for  the  “reserve  army  of  the 
unemployed." 

The  “new”  TB  shows  that  this  bank- 
rupt ruling  class  can’t  even  implement 
the  discoveries  of  science,  which  in  the 
long-gone  days  of  capitalism’s  progres- 
sive era  was  the  crowning  achievement 
of  an  Enlightenment  fighting  benighted 
religious  superstition.  In  1882  the  great 
German  bacteriologist  Robert  Koch 
identified  the  TB  bacillus.  Such  discov- 
eries opened  up  a potential  future  of  sci- 
ence and  medicine  overcoming  bigotry 
and  fear  in  the  face  of  the  terrifying 
forces  of  nature.  But  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem of  inequality  founded  on  social 
exploitation  means  that  the  benefits  of 
modem  medicine  are  rationed  by  class, 
race  and  sex.  Insofar  as  decent  health 
care  and  working  and  living  conditions 
ever  existed  for  the  working  class  of  this 
country,  they  were  fought  for  and  won 
through  intransigent  class  struggle. 

Resurgent  epidemic  disease  in  this 
New  World  Disorder  of  intensified 
exploitation  and  imperialist  rivalry  only 
underscores  the  necessity  for  a socialist 
revolution  which  will  lay  the  basis  for 
a society  where  all  necessary  resources 
can  be  allocated  to  conquering  diseases 
like  tuberculosis  and  AIDS.  As  we  wrote 
in  “The  Debate  Over  ‘Socialized  Medi- 
cine’: Wealth  Care  USA”  ( Women  and 
Revolution  No.  39.  Summer  1991): 

“In  this  complex  industrial  society,  it  will 
take  worldwide  planning  based  on  scien- 
tific knowledge  to  establish  both  public 
health  and  the  best  care  for  the  individ- 
ual. ...  What  we  need  is  free,  quality 
health  care  for  all — communist  medi- 
cine, where  the  wealth  of  resources  on 
our  planet  go  to  the  service  of  the  people, 
not  to  production  for  profits. 

"When  the  workers  of  the  world  are  in 
charge  of  this  planet,  the  only  limits  of 
human  health  will  be  scientific — and 
these  will  be  constantly  enlarged  by 
thoughtful,  energetic  research."* 
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Disease  of  Poverty  Ravages  Ghettos 


Tuberculosis 
Case  Rates 

PER  100.000  PEOPLE 


Central 

Harlem 


New  York  City 


two  Wall  Street  workers  were  found  to 
be  infected. 

Incredibly,  federal  health  authorities 
are  trying  to  alibi  their  criminal  neglect 
of  the  tuberculosis  threat  by  saying  that 
all  the  money  and  research  talent  went 
into  fighting  the  AIDS  epidemic!  Tell 
that  to  the  homeless  AIDS  patients 
who've  endured  a government  policy 
that  amounts  to  sheer  abandonment  of 
the  sick  to  their  grim  deaths.  This  con- 
scious neglect  is  even  clearer  with  TB 
than  with  AIDS  (for  which  there  is  no 
treatment  and  no  cure)  because  the  med- 
ical expertise  necessary  to  eradicate  TB 
existed,  yet  was  not  implemented.  But 
it's  the  same  policy. 

Bush  and  Clinton,  the  two  execution- 
ers vying  for  the  White  House,  care  more 
about  asserting  their  fervent  support  for 
the  death  penalty  and  unleashing  the 
cops  in  the  terrorist  “war  on  drugs"  than 
they  do  about  addressing  the  collapse  of 
the  health  care  system.  To  the  Democrats 
and  the  Republicans,  the  two  right-wing 
"property  parties,"  the  problem  with 
health  care  USA  is  that  it's  “too  expen- 
sive"— health  care  for  working  people  is 
“too  high"  a "social  overhead"  for  them. 
But  now  the  government  authorities  are 
grudgingly  admitting  that  they  might 
have  to  “do  something”  about  tubercu- 
losis. and  they  bitterly  regret  their 
folly — only  because  now  it's  going  to 
cost  much,  much  more  money. 

Tuberculosis:  "Captain  of  All 
the  Men  of  Death" 

More  than  any  other  infectious  dis- 
ease. tuberculosis  is  a disease  of  poverty, 
spread  by  desperate  living  and  working 
conditions.  For  decades,  in  the  1 9th  and 
early  20th  centuries,  it  was  the  industrial 
world's  leading  killer,  racing  through 
crowded  tenements  and  sweatshops  in 
the  working-class  slums.  While  known 
mainly  for  muckraking  of  the  filthy 
meatpacking  industry,  Upton  Sinclair's 
continued  on  page  11 


The  plague  of  tuberculosis  is  exploding  at  an  exponential  rate. 


Newsweek  graphs  adapted  by  W V 


NumDeroi 
Tuberculosis 
Cases  in  the  U.S. 

IN  THOUSANDS 


1980  82  84  86  88  90 


Skyrocketing  in  the  Ghetto 

TB  has  always  hit  hardest  in  poor  areas.  Few 
have  been  harder  hit  than  central  Harlem. 


1969  71  73  75  77  79  81  83  85  87 

SOURCES  K BRUDNEY  AND  J DOBKIN;  NYC  DEKT  OF  HEALTH 


— 


TB  Epidemic: 


Crime  of  Capitalism 


On  the  Rise 


Tuberculosis,  an  ancient  killer  pre- 
sumed in  recent  years  to  be  a disease  of 
the  past  in  the  United  States,  is  re- 
emerging  in  a deadly  epidemic.  Fueled 
by  poverty  and  homelessness,  TB’s 
recent  victims  are  predominantly  the 
black  and  inner-city  poor — people  the 
ruling  class  couldn't  care  less  about.  But 
now  that  the  epidemic  is  “out  of  control" 
and  spreading  in  virulent  strains  resistant 
to  many  of  the  drugs  long  used  to  cure 
it.  even  the  New  York  Times  saw  fit  to 
run  a five-part  front-page  series  on  it. 
TB  is  back  because  of  the  devastating 
immiseration  of  working  people  and  the 
criminal  abandonment  of  already  inade- 
quate public  health  measures  by  the 
bankrupt,  vicious  ruling  class  of  this  cap- 
italist country,  where  dollars  count  far 
more  than  human  lives. 

It's  a manmade  epidemic  which  has 
led  to  thousands  of  new  cases,  especially 
targeting  the  most  vulnerable  layers  of 
society  already  subject  to  bigotry:  immi- 
grants. ghettoized  blacks  and  Hispanics. 
AIDS  patients,  alcoholics  and  drug 
users — precisely  the  people  with  little  or 
no  access  to  decent  health  care.  The  dis- 
ease will  result  in  at  least  50,000  new 
cases  a year  within  a decade  if  it  is  not 
fought  by  major  new  efforts,  according 
to  the  American  Lung  Association.  And 
without  new  treatments,  50  to  80  percent 
of  victims  of  active  multiple-drug  resis- 
tant tuberculosis  will  die. 

This  capitalist-created  horror  is  only 
the  most  egregious  example  of  a "health 
care"  system  in  collapse.  Medicine  for 
profit.  USA.  means  the  rich  can  go  to 
the  fancy  clinics  and  get  access  to  the 
best  medical  technology  in  the  world. 


while  the  working  people  pay  through 
the  nose  for  basic  health  care,  and  the 
poor  get  a few  roach-infested,  dark, 
under-equipped  clinics  with  harried, 
overworked  staff.  At  least  37  million 
people  have  no  health  insurance,  and 
millions  more  are  stuck  on  Medicaid  and 
Medicare  where,  increasingly,  medical 
“care"  is  rationed.  Budget  cuts  in  key 
public  health  programs  like  immuniza- 
tion of  children  have  resulted  in  out- 
breaks of  other  preventable  diseases  like 
measles,  while  the  AIDS  epidemic  is 
treated  with  a policy  of  malign  neglect 
by  a ruling  class  which  doesn’t  mind  if 
gays  and  drug  users  die. 

For  years,  repealed  urgent  warnings 
by  experts  that  TB  was  threatening  to 
explode  were  shrugged  off  by  govern- 
ment authorities.  In  1980.  after  TB 
rates  in  Harlem  jumped  50  percent  in  one 
year,  a New  York  City  task  force  con- 
cluded that  the  city’s  public  health 
efforts  to  control  TB  were  "so  griev- 
ously inadequate  as  nearly  to  amount  to 
dereliction  and  default."  It  warned  that 
unless  the  city  vastly  expanded  its 
program  it  would  face  a public  health 
disaster  ( Washington  Post.  9 March).  The 
warnings  were  ignored;  city  funding  was 
slashed.  Squeezing  every  dollar  from 
social  programs  in  order  to  fund  "Star 
Wars”  killing  machines  to  smash  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  Reagan  administration 
canceled  the  federal  TB  control  program 
(aided  by  the  Democratic-controlled 
Congress,  which  restored  the  program 
but  gave  it  no  funding).  Between  1982 
and  1989,  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con- 
trol annual  funding  for  TB  dropped  to 
as  low  as  $1  million  from  a 1960s 


After  decades  of  decline, 
the  number  of  TB  cases  in 
America  is  increasing. 


Homeless  family 
outside  Grand  Central 
Station.  New  York  City 
cut  public  health 
dollars  even  as 
TB  cases  soared. 


average  of  some  $20  million. 

Meanwhile.  America’s  urban  working- 
class  neighborhoods  were  transformed 
into  death  zones  of  wish-they-were- 
working  people  reduced  to  homelessness 
and  poverty  by  the  bosses  who  deindus- 
trialized the  country.  Among  other  things, 
the  multiple  social  pathology  of  ghetto 
life  in  urban  America  today  is  a 
Petri  dish  for  epidemics  like  TB.  In 
1970.  TB  rates  in  central  Harlem  were 
nearly  20  times  the  national  average;  in 
1991,  Harlem  rates  were  35  times  the 
figure  for  the  posh  Upper  East  Side.  But 
when  last  year  a New  York  prison  guard 
died  of  multiple-drug  resistant  TB  he 
caught  on  the  job,  suddenly  TB  made 
headlines  and  government  authorities 
started  to  pay  attention — especially  after 
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Yuppie  Democrats  Scorn  Blacks,  Labor 


Wall  Street  Replaces 
Bush  with  Clinton 


SIP£ 


Clinton  and  Bush:  partner  parties  of  American  capitalism  in  election  shell  game,  as  unemployment  lines  grow 


Trade  War  and 
“Law  and  Order”  Racism 


Reagan/Bush’s  corporate-yuppie  coa- 
lition which  presided  over  the  '80s 
"decade  of  greed"  has  given  way  to  the 
yuppie  "new"  Democrats.  Little  over  a 
year  ago  George  Bush  was  basking  in 
the  highest-ever  poll  ratings  as  the  victor 
of  the  Cold  War  and  the  Persian  Gulf 
War.  But  the  manifest  decay  of  American 
capitalism  dragged  him  down,  as  the 
longest-lasting  recession  since  the  1930s 
dragged  on  and  on.  For  months  it  has 
been  clear  that  the  vast  majority  of  the 
U.S.  population  and  key  sections  of  the 
ruling  class  wanted  anyone  but  Bush  in 
the  White  House.  "Governor  Not-Bush" 
was  elected  with  a minority  vote,  but 
combined  with  the  protest  vote  for  the 
billionaire  demagogue  Perot,  Clinton 
was  put  in  office  with  a vague  but  over- 
whelming mandate  for  "change." 

But  nothing  fundamental  is  going  to 
change  in  this  society  short  of  socialist 
revolution.  The  true  face  of  racist  Amer- 
ican capitalism  was  shown  two  days 
after  the  election  when  Detroit  cops 
staged  a brutal  replay  of  the  vicious 
LAPD  beating  of  Rodney  King,  dragging 
another  black  man.  Malice  Green,  from 
his  car  and  beating  him  to  death  with 
their  metal  flashlights.  During  the  cam- 
paign both  parlies  attacked  welfare, 
while  Clinton  went  out  of  his  way  to 
distance  himself  from 
black  people,  who  had 
been  the  hard  core  of 
Democratic  support  in 
recent  decades.  Signif- 
icantly. while  overall 
voter  turnout  rose 
sharply,  among  blacks 
it  dropped  by  13  per- 
cent since  the  last  pres- 
idential election.  The 
elections  showed  once 


again  what  many  realized  over  the  cop 
acquittal  in  the  Rodney  King  beating: 
the  problem  is  the  system. 

The  solution  is  socialist  revolution. 
The  capitalist  system's  relentless  drive 
for  profits  means  exploitation  of  the 
working  people,  racist  terror  and  war.  To 
achieve  real  change  that  does  away  with 
the  root  causes  of  unemployment  and 
homelessness,  and  provides  health  care 
and  a decent  life  for  all,  requires  a strug- 
gle for  power  by  the  working  class  at 
the  head  of  all  the  oppressed. 

“It’s  the  Economy,  Stupid” 

For  the  Republicans,  the  chickens 
finally  came  home  to  roost.  In  response 
to  Reagan's  1980  question — “Are  you 


better  off  now  than  you  were  four  years 
ago?” — the  electorate’s  answer  was 
an  emphatic  "No!"  As  unemployment 
mounted.  Federal  Reserve  Board  chair- 
man Alan  Greenspan  admitted  that  the 
U.S.  was  in  "an  economic  downturn 
of  a kind  unseen  since  1945  which 
could  prove  more  protracted  than  pre- 
vious recessions  this  century"  ( Finan- 
cial Times , 15  October).  Conveniently 
timed  headlines  about  the  re-indictment 
of  Reagan  defense  secretary  Weinberger 
in  the  Iran/contra  scandal,  and  reports  of 
special  investigations  into  an  adminis- 
tration coverup  of  pre-Gulf  War  aid  to 
Saddam  Hussein  in  the  "Iraqgate"  story, 
helped  spike  a last-minute  revival  of 
Bush's  chances  in  the  polls.  "The  Econ- 


omy Falters.  A President  Falls"  was 
the  summation  by  the  New  York  Times 
(4  November).  Or.  as  a sign  in  the  Clin- 
ton campaign's  Little  Rock  headquarters 
pul  it.  "It’s  the  economy,  stupid." 

It's  a familiar  cycle  in  American  bour- 
geois politics:  the  Republicans' "Roaring 
Twenties"  of  strikebreaking.  Ku  Klux 
Klan  lynchings  and  rich  man's  partying 
was  followed  by  the  ’29  Crash  and  the 
Great  Depression.  As  Herbert  Hoover 
intoned  "prosperity  is  just  around  the 
corner,"  the  stage  was  set  for  FDR’s 
Democratic  electoral  upset.  But  it  was 
only  World  War  II  which  "solved"  the 
Depression  crisis  for  FDR.  JFK  pledged 
to  “get  the  country  moving  again"  after 
eight  years  of  Eisenhower  “do-nothing” 
Republicanism,  and  led  the  bipartisan 
“crusade  against  Communism"  to  the 
fiasco  of  the  Bay  of  Pigs  and  defeat  in 
the  swamps  of  Vietnam.  Today  Clinton 
backs  the  recently  passed  Torricelli  bill 
to  tighten  the  economic  noose  on  Cuba, 
while  warning  foes  of  “the  essential  con- 
tinuity of  American  foreign  policy."  But 
conrintied  on  page  4 


Punctured  Equilibrium 

Stephen  Jay  Gould 

and  the 

Mismeasure  of  Marx 


See  Page  6 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 


Holiday  Appeal  for 
Class-War  Prisoners 


When  Nat  King  Cole  crooned  about 
"Chestnuts  roasting  on  an  open  fire.  Jack 
Frost  nipping  at  your  nose,”  it  wasn't 
intended  to  describe  holiday  dinner  for 
millions  of  homeless  families  huddled 
around  trash  cans  across  the  U.S.  With 
American  capitalism  gripped  in  the 
worst  recession  in  50  years,  working 
people  have  become  poorer,  the  poor 
have  become  homeless,  and  to  preserve 
the  vastly  growing  wealth  of  the  rich 
few,  cop  terror  and  state  repression  con- 
tinue to  rise  to  new  heights. 

The  bosses'  looting  of  basic  industry 
has  left  millions  jobless,  while  drasti- 
cally driving  down  the  living  standards 
of  those  left  with  jobs  and  decimating 
the  inner  cities.  But  once  again  it’s 
that  time  of  year — the  nation’s  greedy 
capitalist  rulers  trot  out  their  street- 
comer  Santas,  "holiday  cheer"  and  tax- 
deductible  donations  to  the  various  char- 
ities for  the  poor,  whom  they  spit  on  all 
year  round.  We  follow  a different  tradi- 


tion, that  initiated  by  the  International 
Labor  Defense  of  James  P.  Cannon,  of 
raising  funds  for  the  class-war  prisoners 
and  their  families,  "of  transforming  the 
hypocritical  spirit  of  Christmas  into  the 
spirit  of  solidarity  with  the  class-war 
fighters  behind  bars." 

Seven  years  ago  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  revived  the  ILD’s  tradition 
of  sending  monthly  stipends  to  class-war 
prisoners,  and  extra  gifts  for  them  and 
their  families  during  the  holidays.  Last 
year  we  raised  over  $9,700  for  the  pris- 
oners and  their  families.  These  funds 
give  us  a solid  financial  basis  for  sending 
monthly  stipends,  and  meeting  requests 
for  books,  magazines  and  special  items 
of  clothing,  as  well  as  the  holiday  gifts. 
These  modest  gifts  and  messages  of  sol- 
idarity are  a reminder  to  these  brothers 
and  sisters  that  they  are  not  forgotten, 
and  that  we  are  dedicated  in  every  season 
to  waging  the  fight  for  a powerful  move- 
ment of  legal  and  social  defense  in  sup- 


Imperialism  and  Trade  War 

With  the  collapse  and  breakup  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  we  are  witnessing  sharpened  economic 
conflicts  among  the  major  capitalist  powers. 

Japan  is  presented  to  the  American  people 
as  a new  "evil  empire,"  while  a trade  war 
over  agricultural  products  has  broken  out 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  German-dominated 
European  Common  Market.  Leon  Trotsky  ex- 
plained that  the  fundamental  cause  of  the 
Second  World  War.  coming  after  a decade  LENIN 

of  intense  global  protectionism,  was  the  drive 
of  the  imperialist  states  to  redivide  the  world  market  into  spheres  of  exploitation. 

Imperialism  has  actually  shattered  the  world  market,  breaking  it  up  into  spheres 
dominated  by  powerful  individual  countries.  With  the  considerable  increase  in  the 
population  of  the  earth,  the  world  trade  of  109  states  on  our  planet  dropped  almost 
one-fourth  in  the  single  decade  prior  to  the  present  war.  The  turnover  in  foreign  trade 
of  some  countries  has  been  cut  to  one-half,  one-third,  and  one-fourth. ... 

With  the  present  level  of  technology  and  skill  of  the  workers,  it  is  quite  possible 
to  create  adequate  conditions  for  the  material  and  spiritual  development  of  all  mankind. 
It  would  be  necessary  only  to  organize  the  economic  life  within  each  country  and  over 
our  entire  planet  correctly,  scientifically,  and  rationally,  according  to  a general  plan. 
So  long,  however,  as  the  main  productive  forces  of  society  are  held  by  trusts,  i.e., 
isolated  capitalist  cliques,  and  so  long  as  the  national  state  remains  a pliant  tool  in 
the  hands  of  these  cliques,  the  struggle  for  markets,  for  sources  of  raw  materials, 
for  domination  of  the  world,  must  inevitably  assume  a more  and  more  destructive 
character.  State  power  and  domination  of  the  economy  can  be  torn  from  the  hands  of 
these  rapacious  imperialist  cliques  only  by  the  revolutionary  working  class.  That  is 
the  meaning  of  Lenin’s  warning  that  without  "a  series  of  successful  revolutions”  a new 
imperialist  war  would  inevitably  follow.  The  different  predictions  and  promises  which 
were  made  have  been  submitted  to  the  test  of  events.  The  fairy  tale  of  the  “war  to  end 
all  wars”  has  been  proved  a lie.  Lenin's  prediction  has  become  tragic  truth. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  "Manifesto  of  the  Fourth  International  on  the  Imperialist  War 
and  the  Proletarian  World  Revolution"  (May  1940) 
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port  of  their  battles  against  the  racist 
frame-up  system. 

As  Cannon  wrote:  "The  men  in  prison 
are  still  a part  of  the  living  class  move- 
ment. The  Christmas  Fund  drive  of  the 
International  Labor  Defense  is  a means 
of  informing  them  that  the  workers  of 
America  have  not  forgotten  their  duty 
toward  the  men  to  whom  we  are  all 
linked  by  bonds  of  solidarity.  It  is  the 
Christmas  drive  of  Labor  and  must  have 
its  generous  support!" 

We  proudly  stand  with  these  17  pris- 
oners— their  cause  is  ours:  Death  row 
political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is 
fighting  for  his  life.  A former  Black  Pan- 
ther Party  spokesman,  well-known  sup- 
porter of  the  MOVE  organization  and 
prominent  Philadelphia  journalist  known 


as  the  "Voice  of  the  Voiceless,"  Jamal 
was  framed  up  and  sentenced  to  die  for 
his  political  beliefs  and  struggle  against 
racist  oppression.  Locked  in  a tiny  Hun- 
tingdon, Pennsylvania  prison  cell  22 
hours  a day,  Jamal  still  fights  the  battles 
he’s  fought  for  the  past  25  years,  in  col- 
umns appearing  in  newspapers  across  the 
country. 

Jamal  and  his  attorneys  are  preparing 
a legal  challenge  to  expose  the  frame-up. 
But  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  will  not  be  saved 
by  courtroom  battles  alone.  It  will  take 
a mass  campaign  of  protest  and  publicity. 
Join  the  campaign  now.  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  must  not  die! 

Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt)  is  America's 
foremost  class-war  prisoner.  A former 
continued  on  page  8 


Remember  the 
Greensboro  Martyrs 


Thirteen  years  have  passed  since 
the  Greensboro  Massacre.  In  broad 
daylight,  the  KKK/Nazi  death  squad 
drove  up  to  a black  housing  project  in 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  where  an 
anti-Klan  rally  was  gathering.  With 
cool  deliberation,  the  killers  took  their 
weapons  out  of  the  trunk,  aimed, 
fired,  and  drove  off.  Five  leftists,  civil 
rights  activists  and  union  organizers 
lay  dying  in  pools  of  blood,  others 
were  wounded  or  maimed  for  life. 
These  were  the  opening  shots,  carried 
out  under  the  Democratic  Carter  ad- 
ministration. of  the  Reagan  years’  war 
on  labor  and  blacks. 

Greensboro  was  a conspiracy  of  the 
fascists  and  their  patrons  in  the  capi- 
talist state.  From  the  outset,  the  KKK 
and  Nazis  were  aided  and  abetted  by 
the  government,  from  the  G-man  who 
helped  train  the  killers  and  plot  the 
assassinations  to  the  “former"  FBI 
informer  who  rode  shotgun  in  the 
motorcade  of  death  and  the  Greens- 
boro cop  who  brought  up  the  rear. 
Two  successive  all-white  juries  ac- 
quitted the  killers  of  all  charges,  af- 
firming once  again  the  meaning  of 
“justice"  in  this  racist  capitalist  state. 

"Greensboro" — the  name  cries  out 
for  justice,  for  vengeance.  When  the 
liberals  claim  it  was  a "shootout”  and 
say  to  ignore  the  fascists,  when  the 
lynchers  say  they  want  to  parade  in 
their  white  sheets  in  our  neighbor- 
hoods. we  remember  Greensboro  by 
mobilizing  to  stop  them.  Immediately 
after  the  massacre,  when  the  fascists 
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Nelson  Johnson,  a survivor  of  the 
Greensboro  Massacre,  kneels  by 
slain  comrade. 

sought  to  march  in  black  Detroit,  we 
organized  a labor/black  mobilization 
to  stop  them,  as  we  have  done  from 
Washington  and  Philadelphia  to  Chi- 
cago and  San  Francisco. 

We  honor  the  Greensboro  martyrs — 
Cesar  Cauce,  Michael  Nathan.  Bill 
Sampson,  Sandi  Smith.  James  Waller 
— and  rededicate  ourselves  to  the  fight 
against  fascist  terror.  The  working 
class  in  power,  the  third  American 
revolution,  will  ensure  there  shall  be 
No  More  Greensboros! 


3 November  1979 
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Germany: 

Mass  Outrage  Over  Fascist  Terror 
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Sparlakisl 

Berlin,  November  4— Spartakist  Workers  Party  contingent  at  leftist  demon- 
stration against  fascism  and  racist  state  terror. 


BERLIN — Four  days  after  a militant 
anti-racist  protest  by  20.000  leftist  youth 
and  immigrants.  Germany's  political 
bigwigs  put  themselves  at  the  head  of 
a mass  demonstration  “for  human  dig- 
nity” of  more  than  300.000  on  November 
8.  These  were  the  same  Christian  Dem- 
ocrats (CDU).  Free  Democrats  (FDP) 
and  Social  Democrats  (SPD)  whose 
diatribes  about  a “flood  of  asylum 
seekers”  sparked  the  racist  pogroms  in 
Rostock  last  August  and  fanned  a wave 
of  Nazi  attacks  on  refugees  throughout 
Germany.  The  politicos  sought  to  clean 
up  the  image  of  the  “ugly  German." 
but  their  image-polishing  operation 
flopped.  Federal  president  Richard  von 
Weizsacker  had  his  microphone  cut  off 
and  was  booed  down  by  thousands 
of  leftist  youth  vehemently  protesting 
against  the  racist  line-up  on  the  podium. 
He  was  protected  by  a cordon  of  federal 
border  police  and  the  umbrellas  of  his 
fellow  politicians  from  a hail  of  eggs, 
tomatoes,  stones  and  plastic  bags  filled 
with  paint. 

CDU  chancellor  Helmut  Kohl  joined 
the  march  at  the  Brandenburg  Gate,  but 
then  retreated  under  the  barrage  amid 
cries  of  “hypocrite!”  Not  only  is  Kohl’s 
government  seeking  to  amend  Article  16 
of  the  constitution  to  “modify”  (elimi- 
nate) the  right  to  asylum,  and  threatening 
to  resort  to  emergency  powers  if  the  SPD 
doesn’t  go  along,  a few  weeks  ago  fed- 
eral interior  minister  Seiters  signed  an 
agreement  with  the  Bucharest  govern- 
ment to  deport  tens  of  thousands  of 
Roma  (Gypsies)  to  Romania,  in  ex- 
change for  some  millions  of  D-marks  in 
blood  money.  During  the  march,  one 
banner  proclaimed,  “Racist  Politicians 
Demonstrate  for  German  Exports.”  SPD 
chief  Bjorn  Engholm  was  greeted  in  Karl 
Liebknecht  Street  with  cries  of  "mur- 
derer, murderer,”  recalling  the  Social 
Democrats'  role  as  bloodhounds  in  the 
1919  assassination  of  Communist  lead- 


ers Liebknecht  and  Rosa  Luxemburg. 
Today  the  SPD  is  spearheading  the  anti- 
communist witchhunt  trial  of  former 
East  German  leader  Erich  Honecker,  set 
to  open  November  12. 

While  Kohl  & Co.  worry  about  Ger- 
many’s image  abroad,  the  wave  of  fascist 
terror  that  has  swept  through  Germany 
as  a by-product  of  capitalist  reunification 
has  provoked  a groundswell  of  opposi- 
tion from  leftward-moving  youth.  Ear- 
lier in  the  week,  on  November  4 some 
20,000  leftists  from  East  and  West  Berlin 
joined  in  August-Bebel-Platz  demanding 
an  end  to  the  "Racist  Asylum  Debate" 
and  defending  Article  16.  Among  the 
sponsors  were  various  “antifa"  groups, 
trade-union  youth,  the  ex-Stalinist  Party 
of  Democratic  Socialism  (PDS)  and 
Jusos  (Young  Socialists,  the  SPD  youth). 
An  indication  of  the  pressure  to  the  left 
is  that  the  demonstration  demanded  "Full 


Citizenship  Rights  for  Everyone  Who 
Lives  Here,"  a call  that  has  previously 
been  raised  only  by  our  comrades  of  the 
Spartakist  Workers  Party  (SpAD).  The 
SpAD  carried  a red  banner  calling  as 
well  to  “Stop  the  Nazis  with  Workers 
United  Front  Action." 

Many  of  the  immigrant  and  youth 
groups  that  demonstrated  on  November 
4 called  for  a boycott  of  the  Novem- 
ber 8 “alibi-demo"  by  the  racist  all- 
party coalition  of  Bonn  politicians.  The 
would-be  social  democrats  of  the  PDS 
tried  to  have  their  cake  and  eat  it 
too  by  endorsing  both  demonstrations. 
Having  sold  out  the  former  East  Ger- 
man deformed  workers  state,  the  refor- 
mists led  by  Gregor  Gysi  are  wor- 
ried about  the  “democratic”  packaging 
of  the  Fourth  Reich  rather  than  protect- 
ing refugees.  Thus  the  PDS  calls  for 
more  police,  who  every  week  assault 


and  terrorize  immigrants.  And  now  the 
PDS'  Nates  Deutschland  (9  November) 
answered  the  outburst  against  the  poli- 
ticians with  a call  to  “talk  with  a cool 
head  about  an  immigration  law  that  lakes 
account  of  practical  problems”!  This 
cynical  call  means  carrying  out  the 
demands  of  the  Nazi  rabble  for  mass 
deportations. 

The  Trotskyists  of  the  SpAD.  German 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  fought  tooth  and  nail  against 
capitalist  reunification,  warning  that  it 
would  bring  mass  unemployment  and 
racist  terror,  as  indeed  it  has.  The  Spar- 
takists  have  fought  for  united  workers 
defense  to  protect  the  dormitories  hous- 
ing refugees  and  immigrant  workers.  On 
several  occasions  the  SpAD  and  its  sup- 
porters have  organized  and  participated 
in  such  defense  actions,  as  well  as  in 
protests  against  anti-Semitic  attacks, 
notably  against  Jewish  cemeteries.  Our 
revolutionary  politics  find  an  echo 
among  radicalizing  youth  who  are  fed 
up  with  the  hypocrisy  of  the  racist  “pop- 
ular front”  stretching  from  the  CDU  to 
the  SPD-PDS.  Close  to  1,000  copies  of 
Spartakist  were  sold  at  the  two  demon- 
strations this  week. 

After  swallowing  the  DDR.  the  Ger- 
man bourgeoisie  is  having  trouble 
digesting  its  conquests.  The  million- 
strong  strike  by  the  OTV  public  employ- 
ees union  last  May-June  showed  the 
power  of  the  German  proletariat,  with 
its  key  component  of  immigrant  work- 
ers. Combined  with  tens  of  thousands  of 
youth  taking  to  the  streets,  this  is  the 
social  power  that  can  be  mobilized  to 
smash  the  fascist  bands.  The  SpAD  is 
fighting  to  win  workers,  immigrants, 
youth  to  build  a Bolshevik  party  in  the 
tradition  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  a tribune 
of  the  people  championing  all  the 
oppressed,  to  lead  a socialist  revolution 
that  will  crush  the  Nazi  menace  once 
and  for  all.  ■ 


From  Death  Row, 

This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamai 


Outrage  in  Rostock 


It’s  been  a year  since  the  racist  outrages  of 
Hoyerswerda,  the  little  East  German  town  where  red- 
necks and  skinheads  torched  refugee  shelters,  while 
police  stood  by,  and  neighbors  applauded.  A year 
later,  and  the  whole  of  Germany,  East  and  West,  is 
gripped  in  a growing  age  of  Auslanderfeindlichkeii : 
political  exploitation  of  hostility  against  foreigners, 
called  “auslanders"  in  German. 

The  images  from  the  harbor  town  of  Rostock,  of 
crowds  of  neo-fascist  youths  torching  the  homes  of 
Vietnamese  families,  again  while  cops  stand  by  and 
neighbors  clap  approval,  proves  that  Hoyerswerda 
was  nothing  but  an  ugly  beginning  to  a national  cam- 
paign of  nakedly  racist  and  anti-refugee  repression. 

Politicians,  eager  to  expand  their  constituencies, 
have  almost  totally  refused  to  condemn  the  carnage, 
terrorism  and  arson,  opting  instead  to  echo  anti-refugee 
concerns,  thereby  fueling  a fireball  of  anti-foreign 
hatred.  Their  only  concerns  were  for  Germany’s 
“image  abroad,"  not  the  human  concerns  of  safety,  of 
personal  integrity,  of  families  terrorized  by  Fires  in  the 
night. 

One  district  politician  justified  the  pogrom  by 
demeaning  the  refugees  as  “too  loud,  too  dirty 


and  too  lazy." 

Others  have  campaigned  for  the  repeal  of  Section 
16  of  the  FRG  (Federal  Republic  of  Germany)  Con- 
stitution, the  guarantee  of  asylum  clause. 

In  some  respects,  the  burning  of  Rostock  is  a psychic 
descendant  of  Bilburg,  where  the  U.S.  Commander  in 
Chief,  then  President  Reagan,  saluted  the  Nazi/SS 
dead,  and  by  so  doing  gave  imperial  legitimacy  to  the 
neo-Nazi  movement  in  Germany.  His  visit  was  a pre- 
cursor to  the  celebrations  of  the  Waffen-SS  at  the  war 
cemetery  in  Halbe,  south  of  Berlin,  in  November  1991. 
The  official  government  said  they  were  going  to  pre- 
vent the  gathering,  but,  in  the  end,  did  nothing,  just 
as  in  Hoyerswerda,  and  in  Rostock. 

In  Rostock,  not  only  did  the  cops  stand  idly  by, 
while  fascislic  mobs  firebombed  a Vietnamese  shel- 
ter. but  firefighters  did  little  better  as  they  were 
unable  to  quell  the  flames  of  destruction. 

The  state’s  inability  or  unwillingness  to  act,  how- 
ever, did  not  carry  over  to  German  anti-fascists,  who, 
days  later,  as  they  staged  a counterdemo  in  Rostock, 
were  met  by  4,000  cops  who  held  up  over  5,000 
anti-fascist  demonstrators  for  seven  hours  at  police 
checkpoints  on  the  highways. 


The  delay,  however,  seemed  to  work  in  their  favor 
as  over  20,000  people,  from  anti-fascist  and  auton- 
omous groups,  trade  unionists,  the  Party  of  Demo- 
cratic Socialism  (PDS).  the  Greens,  immigrant 
groups,  and  other  organizations,  staged  a demo  on 
August  29  to  denounce  the  Rostock  outrages. 

This,  despite  the  slanted  press  coverage  that 
painted  the  antis  as  “violent  leftist  mobs."  the  police 
intimidation  and  attempted  obstruction,  the  political 
denunciations  that  fell  only  on  those  who  dared  stand 
against  the  terrorism,  not  the  terrorists  themselves. 

As  the  "antifa"  movement  grows,  so  too  does  the 
reign  of  state-supported  hatred  that  struck  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Kretzin,  Brandenburg  state,  where  another 
shelter  was  molotoved,  and  burned  down. 

In  the  streets  and  alleys  of  reunited  Germany  the 
future  of  Europe  and  much  of  the  world  is  being 
forged. 

Time  will  tell  whether  it  will  be  a future  of  promise, 
or  of  pogroms. 

24  September  1992 


Mumia  Ahu-.lamal,  a Philadelphia  black  journal- 
ist, is  on  death  row  at  Pennsylvania's  Huntingdon 
state  prison.  Framed  up  because  of  his  political 
views,  Jamal  faces  death  for  his  defiance  of  the 
racist,  capitalist  order.  His  columns  appear  periodi- 
cally in  Workers  Vanguard  and  other  newspapers. 

To  get  involved  in  the  fight  to  save  Mumia 
Abu-.lamal  and  abolish  the  death  penalty,  contact 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  P.O.  Box  99, 
Canal  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10013.  If 
you  wish  to  correspond  with  Jamal,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  Drawer  R, 
Huntingdon,  PA  16652. 


13  NOVEMBER  1992 


3 


Habib/Concord  Monilor 


Media-smooth  Clinton  checks  his  image. 


Clinton... 

( continued  from  page  I ) 

Saddam  Hussein  wasn't  impressed:  he’s 
still  around,  while  Bush  is  history. 

So  today  the  much-analyzed  "Reagan 
Democrats"  have  "come  home"  to  Clin- 
ton's party.  Suburban  and  young  voters 
went  Democratic.  In  the  face  of  the 
Republicans’  virulent  anti-abortion  stand 
and  tub-thumping  rhetoric  about  family 
values,  women  went  solidly  for  Clinton. 
So  did  three-quarters  of  those  blacks 
who  voted,  having  nowhere  else  to  go 
in  the  American  two-party  electoral 
prison.  (Bush  got  a plurality  of  the  white 
vote.)  The  megalomaniac  technocrat 
Perot  "won"  the  presidential  debates 
with  folksy  lines  about  getting  "under 
the  hood"  to  "fix  the  problem,"  and  took 
19  percent  of  the  vote.  While  this  trans- 
lates into  zero  votes  in  the  electoral  col- 
lege, Perot’s  petty-bourgeois  base  of 
white  small  businessmen  is  waiting  to 
be  mobilized  by  him  or  other  right-wing 
would-be  bonaparles. 

It  was  not  so  much  a Democratic  tri- 
umph as  a Republican  collapse.  In  the 
last  few  months  the  Bush  administration 
was  visibly  coming  apart,  as  longtime 
Reaganite  loyalists  scrambled  to  aban- 
don a ship  which  had  run  out  of  steam. 
Columnist  and  former  Nixon  flack  Wil- 
liam Safire,  for  instance,  was  wringing 
his  hands  about  the  possibility  of  defect- 
ing to  Clinton  out  of  frustration  over 
the  developing  disaster,  particularly  the 
takeover  of  the  August  Republican 
convention  by  far-right  Christian  fun- 
damentalist crazies.  Safire  described 
conservatives  like  himself  as  "Bushed 
Republicans”: 

“...conservative  women  turned  off  in 
droves  by  the  party  platform's  unequiv- 
ocal anti-abortion  stand;  hawkish  males 
tired  of  a spent  Administration;  hard  hats 
with  hard  feelings  about  comparatively 
hard  limes;  young  suburbanites  put  off 
by  the  tooting  of  an  uncertain  domestic 
trumpet,  and  right-wingers  of  all  feathers 
troubled  by  a candidate  who  presents 
himself  as  Mr.  Nice  Guy  clanking  about 
in  far-right  armor." 

— "Bush’s  Gamble,"  New  York 
Timex  Magazine,  18  October 

A whole  slew  of  hard-line  militarists 
who  were  an  important  core  of  Reagan’s 
anti-Soviet  Cold  War  II  general  staff 
switched  to  Clinton’s  "new"  Democratic 
Party.  There  was  the  former  chairman 
of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  William 
Crowe,  who  endorsed  Clinton  at  a Sep- 
tember 19  press  conference.  Other  de- 
fectors include  Paul  Nitze,  who  master- 
minded Reagan’s  anti-Soviet  strategy, 
and  Lt.  General  William  Odom,  director 
of  the  super-secret  National  Security 
Agency  from  1985  to  1988.  The  Clin- 
ton campaign  made  public  a list  of 
21  retired  generals  and  admirals  who 
endorsed  the  Democratic  ticket.  Mean- 
while, Clinton  was  endorsed  by  several 
hundred  top  business  executives  in- 
cluding the  head  of  Hewlett-Packard. 
CEOs  of  numerous  Silicon  Valley  com- 
panies. and  financiers  like  Felix  Rohatyn 
(Lazard  Freres).  Roger  Altman  (Black- 
stone  Group)  and  Robert  Rubin  (Gold- 
man Sachs). 


While  Clinton  was  being  endorsed  by 
militarists  and  capitalists,  and  pursued 
the  white  suburbanite  vote  by  spit- 
ting on  labor  and  blacks,  fake-leftists 
still  jumped  on  the  bandwagon  in  the 
name  of  "fighting  the  right.”  While  the 
ultra-reformist  Communist  Party  USA 
headlined.  "Keep  Up  the  Heat  to  Dump 
Bush-Quayle"  ( People's  Weekly  World , 
24  October),  the  split-off  "Committees 
of  Correspondence"  took  a virtually 
identical  line.  “Clinton  is  clearly  no 
friend  of  the  left,"  social  Democratic- 
apologist  Manning  Marable  wrote  in 
the  Corresponder  (September/October 
1992),  but  a Clinton  domestic  program, 
being  implemented  by  “African  Ameri- 
cans, Latinos  and  white  liberals... would 
greatly  expand  the  potential  social  space 
for  the  rise  of  new  democratic  social 
movements."  Shades  of  the  New  Left's 
quickly  forgotten  1964  slogan,  “Part  of 
the  way  with  LBJ,"  which  disappeared 
as  soon  as  their  "peace"  candidate  got 
elected  and  promptly  escalated  the  Viet- 
nam War. 

For  the  last  12  years,  the  American 
government  has  been  stuck  in  gridlock 
between  a Republican  White  House  and 
a Democratic  Congress.  Some  muddle- 
headed  liberals  may  think  that  a unified 
Democratic  government  will  unleash  a 
flurry  of  social  programs.  Actually  the 
governmental  paralysis  served  to  fore- 
stall some  truly  horrendous  measures, 
such  as  the  draconian  Democratic- 
sponsored  "omnibus  anti-crime"  bill, 
which  has  been  held  up  by  Bush’s  oppo- 
sition to  gun  control. 

Clinton’s  domestic  program  will  be  no 
"New  Deal"  or  “Great  Society.”  These 
were  responses,  first  of  all,  to  mass 
social  protest.  Today,  facing  a mountain 
of  debt  and  an  economy  spiraling  into  a 
bottomless  pit,  the  American  ruling  class 
is  not  about  to  dish  out  social  programs 
or  even  play  around  with  social  dema- 
gogy. Now  the  word  "abortion"  may 
be  permitted  to  be  uttered  at  federally 
funded  clinics,  and  AIDS  patients  may 
get  some  verbal  sympathy  from  the  "PC" 
Democrats,  but  there’ll  be  no  big  bucks 
forthcoming  for  national  health  care  or 
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any  other  social  concern.  Don’t  forget 
Clinton’s  vow  to  put  “an  end  to  welfare 
as  we  know  it,"  forcing  people  off  the 
welfare  rolls  to  get  jobs  which  don’t 
exist. 

Clinton’s  corporate  backers  want  him 
to  slash  Social  Security,  welfare  and 
other  programs.  Business  Week  (16  No- 
vember), which  sees  Clinton’s  election 
as  an  opportunity  to  implement  its 
“industrial  policy"  for  "Reinventing 


America,"  writes  that  "only  a Demo- 
cratic leader  can  get  a handle  on  medi- 
care, medicaid,  and  other  so-called  enti- 
tlement programs."  Or  Newsweek : “Only 
a Democratic  president  could  plunge  the 
knife  deep  into  entitlement  programs  and 
the  bloated  federal  bureaucracy."  Clinton 
represents  a wing  of  the  ruling  class 
whose  difference  with  Reagan  is  that 
they  believe  in  a more  activist  govern- 
ment to  boost  corporate  profits.  They’re 
not  talking  about  handouts  for  the  hun- 
gry and  homeless,  they’re  talking  about 
tax  breaks  for  high-tech  industries.  “To 
simplify,"  wrote  Martin  Walker  in  the 
London  Guardian  (2  October).  "Clinton 
is  conventionally  hawkish  on  foreign 
policy,  liberal  on  lifestyles,  fiscally  cau- 
tious and  opposed  to  the  traditional  lib- 
erality of  the  welfare  state." 

First  Shots  of  New  Trade  War 

To  listen  to  a lot  of  liberals,  you'd 
think  that  all  that’s  wrong  with  the  Amer- 
ican economy  can  be  traced  back 
to  "Reaganomics”  and  the  exaltation  of 
greed.  Clinton  is  pledging  to  turn  the 
U.S.  into  a “domestic  economic  giant." 
But  it’s  not  just  a question  of  gov- 
ernmental policy.  The  U.S.  economy 
has  been  structurally  decaying — liter- 
ally as  well  as  figuratively — since  the 
1974-75  world  depression.  Respond- 
ing to  the  heavy  losses  suffered  at 
that  time,  U.S.  corporations  massively 
shifted  their  manufacturing  operations 
to  low-wage  Third  World  countries. 
This  began  the  transformation  of  the 


Midwest  into  a rust  belt. 

On  top  of  this,  Reaganomics  brought 
unprecedented  financial  parasitism  as 
the  huge  military  buildup  against  the 
Soviet  Union  was  paid  with  lOUs  to  Wall 
Street.  Frankfurt  and  Tokyo  banks. 
Today,  interest  payments  on  the  federal 
debt  dwarf  every  other  outlay  by  the  U.S. 
Treasury  except  the  Pentagon  budget. 
For  the  first  time  in  history.  U.S.  banks 
hold  more  government  securities  than 
industrial  and  commercial  loans. 

The  deterioration  of  the  economy  has 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  increasing 
pressures  for  trade  protectionism. 
“Japan-bashing"  is  already  the  rhetoric- 
of-choice  for  politicians  and  labor 
bureaucrats  alike.  The  U.S.  has  never 
been  a paragon  of  "free  trade,”  despite 
much  rhetoric  to  the  contrary.  Some 
3,600  commodities — from  milk  products 
to  minivans — are  subject  to  tariffs,  quo- 
tas and  other  import  restrictions.  None- 
theless. the  American  market  has  been 
relatively  more  open  to  capitalist  com- 
petitors than  that  of  West  Europe  and 
Japan.  This  was  the  price  the  U.S.  rulers 
were  willing  to  pay  to  hold  together  the 
global  imperialist  alliance  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  But  they  were  less  and 
less  willing  to  pay  even  before  the  col- 
lapse of  Stalinist  rule  and  the  breakup 
of  the  USSR. 

Agriculture  is  one  of  the  few  sectors 
in  which  the  American  economy  has  a 
strong  competitive  advantage  interna- 


tionally, and  U.S.  ruling  circles  have 
been  especially  nettled  that  West  Europe 
is  a protected  market  for  French  farmers. 
Since  France  was  an  important  compo- 
nent of  NATO  Europe,  Washington 
grudgingly  tolerated  the  agricultural  pro- 
tectionism of  the  Common  Market.  But 
with  America’s  man  Boris  Yeltsin  now 
in  the  Kremlin,  there  is  no  longer  any 
reason  for  Washington  to  placate  France, 
whose  ranking  in  the  "New  World 
Order"  is  very  low  indeed. 

On  November  5,  the  lame-duck  Bush 
administration  announced  that  a 200  per- 
cent punitive  tax  would  be  imposed  on 
$300  million  in  European  exports, 
mainly  French  wines,  unless  the  Com- 
mon Market  capitulated  to  Washington's 
demands  to  eliminate  subsidies  for  veg- 
etable oils.  And  it  threatened  to  extend 
the  punitive  taxes  to  another  $700  mil- 
lion in  exports  from  West  Europe.  A 
New  York  Times  (6  November)  editorial 
begins;  "War  with  Europe:  an  inconceiv- 
able thought  that  suddenly  isn’t  so  incon- 
ceivable." Of  course,  they  assure  the 
reader  they’re  only  talking  about  trade 
war,  not  the  other  kind.  But  one  prepares 
the  other. 

Arguing  for  a compromise  settlement 
in  the  latest  U.S./European  Community 
trade  clash,  German  economics  minister 
Jurgen  Mollemann  worriedly  states:  “We 
are  in  the  situation  that  unless  there  are 
new  impulses  for  the  economy,  we  will 
enter  a global  recession."  In  reality,  the 
capitalist  world  is  in  a global  recession 
regardless  of  decisions  that  are  made  or 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Rome's  Jewish  Community  Routs  Fascists 


Italy:  Thousands  March 
Against  Racist  Terror 


Two  hundred  thousand  people — over- 
whelmingly youth— in  31  cities  across 
Italy  took  to  the  streets  November  9 to 
mark  the  anniversary  of  the  Nazis'  1938 
Kristallnaeht  pogrom  and  to  protest  the 
rising  tide  of  racist  terror  in  the  country. 
Capitalist  reunification  of  Germany  and 
the  collapse  of  Stalinism  throughout  East 
Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union 
have  plunged  Italy  into  deep  economic 
and  political  turmoil.  "Polarized”  is  an 
understatement;  the  country  is  bursting 
at  the  seams. 

Emboldened  by  startling  electoral  sup- 
port for  the  fascistic  Lombard  League 
headed  by  Umberto  Bossi.  fascists  have 
escalated  racist  violence  against  Jews 
and  immigrants  all  over  the  country.  The 
police  have  turned  a blind  eye.  In  Rome 
last  June,  as  angry  Jewish  demonstrators 
confronted  a fascist  mob,  one  cop  yelled, 
“They  didn't  make  enough  soap  out  of 
the  Jews.” 

Meanwhile,  without  any  leadership — 
indeed,  against  their  existing  reformist 
leaderships — the  industrial  working 

class  and  high  school  youth  have  been 
in  full-scale  revolt  for  nearly  two  months 
now,  shutting  down  city  after  city  in  gen- 
eral strikes  against  the  government’s 
savage  austerity  program  dictated  by  the 
Maastricht  treaty  (i.e.,  German  bankers). 
On  October  10.  Torino  was  shut  down 
by  workers  and  students  who  filled  the 
streets  and  marched  on  the  town  hall 
chanting,  “Here  we  are  with  our  red  ban- 
ners! Go  fuck  yourself  Umberto  Bossi!" 

After  50,000  fascists  marched  unim- 
peded through  the  streets  of  Rome  last 
month,  the  ancient  Jewish  ghetto  and 
African  quarter  were  plastered  with 
racist  graffiti  and  yellow  Stars  of  David. 
In  response,  rejecting  “responsible" 
appeals  to  "ignore  the  Nazis,”  several 
hundred  Jewish  youth  and  concentration 
camp  survivors,  armed  with  iron  bars 
and  chains,  carried  out  a successful  light- 
ning raid  on  the  headquarters  of  the  fas- 
cist “Movimento  Politico  Occidentale” 
(Western  Political  Movement)  on  No- 
vember 5.  One  fascist  wound  up  in  the 
hospital  and  one  cop  emerged  from  the 
fray  with  a black  eye. 

The  fascist  flag  was  ripped  down  off 
the  wall  and  carried  back  to  the  Jewish 
quarter  as  a war  trophy.  Death  camp  sur- 
vivors, their  children  and  grandchildren 
stayed  in  the  streets  until  dawn  celebrat- 
ing their  victory  over  the  fascists.  An 


Auschwitz  survivor  was  triumphantly 
hoisted  in  the  air  and  carried  through  the 
neighborhood  atop  the  captured  fascist 
flag.  As  one  youth  who  participated 
in  the  action  said.  “It  was  the  most  beau- 
tiful moment  of  my  life.  If  he  has  to 
die,  let’s  hope  not  for  a hundred  years, 
at  least  he’ll  go  knowing  that  some- 
thing has  changed”  (Cor here  della  Sera. 
1 November). 

This  dramatic  and  militant  self- 
defense  action  electrified  anti-racist 
fighters  all  over  Italy.  On  November  9. 
some  25,000  high  school  students 
bobbed  up  and  down  through  the  streets 
of  Milano  yelling  “Jump  if  you’re  not  a 
fascist!"  and  showered  the  headquarters 
of  Bossi ’s  Lombard  League  with  ball 
bearings  and  coins.  Sixty  thousand  anti- 
fascists poured  through  the  streets  of 
Rome. 

Young  leftists  in  Palestinian  keffiyeh 
scarves  linked  arms  with  Jewish  youth 
in  yarmulkes  and  slapped  the  number 
1745 1 7 on  their  jackets — the  number  the 
Nazis  tattooed  on  Primo  Levi  in  Ausch- 
witz. In  tribute  to  this  remarkable  man. 
a noted  Italian  author,  concentration 
camp  survivor  and  anti-fascist  fighter, 
young  leftists  chanted,  "Primo  Levi 
taught  us!  We  won’t  forget  the  Holo- 
caust!" and  "It  is  not  a crime  to  kill  a 
fascist!”  Leaders  of  the  Italian  student 
movement  are  demanding  that  Primo 
Levi’s  books  be  assigned  reading  in  the 
public  schools. 

Our  comrades  from  the  Lega  Trots- 
kista  d ’Italia  participated  in  the  dem- 
onstrations in  Rome  and  Milano, 
carrying  placards  reading,  "Proletarian 
Revolution  Will  Avenge  the  Holocaust!” 
"Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  Immigrant 
Workers!"  and  “Smash  Anti-Semitic, 
Anti-Immigrant  Terror!"  Youth  eagerly 
snapped  up  copies  of  Spartaco,  news- 
paper of  the  LTd'I,  and  picked  up  our 
chants. 

There  is  militant  proletarian  opposi- 
tion to  fascism  and  capitalist  rollbacks 
in  Italy  today — with  no  leadership.  Jews 
and  immigrants  have  been  left  to  face 
the  fascists  alone,  as  the  reformist  parties 
and  trade-union  tops  have  done  every- 
thing possible  to  keep  their  working- 
class  base  away  from  confrontation  with 
the  fascists.  It  is  urgently  necessary  to 
construct  a genuine  Bolshevik  party  to 
serve  as  a tribune  of  the  people  and  direct 
these  struggles  to  victory.  ■ 


Financial  Times 


Jewish  students  among  the  30,000  union  workers  and  youth  who  protested 
anti-Semitism  in  Rome,  November  9 (above).  Italian  fascists  (below)  whose 
Rome  headquarters  were  trashed  by  Jewish  youth  after  Jewish-owned  stores 
were  plastered  with  yellow  stars  and  threatening  graffiti. 


La  Repubblica 


not  made  at  economic  summits.  And  the 
drive  toward  new  trade  wars  will  cer- 
tainly accelerate  under  the  new  man  in 
the  White  House.  Reports  are  that  Clin- 
ton wants  to  add  to  the  National  Security 
Council  an  Economic  Security  Council 


Correction 

In  "Combined  and  Uneven 
Developments  in  the  USec"  (WV 
No.  562,  30  October),  we  listed 
Franco  Grisolia  and  his  associate 
Marco  Ferrando  as  members  of 
the  central  committee  of  Rifon- 
dazione  Comunista  in  Italy.  It 
has  been  brought  to  our  attention 
that  Ferrando  is  a member  of 
the  National  Political  Committee 
of  Rifondazione  Comunista,  while 
Grisolia  is  a "permanent  invitee" 
to  the  committee. 


to  create  what  one  might  call  an  Impe- 
rialist War  Council.  This  could  become 
the  first  shot  in  the  Clinton  “plan”  for 
economic  revival... through  war. 

Build  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party 

In  his  1920  expose  of  the  sham  of 
bourgeois  democracy,  the  great  Bolshe- 
vik revolutionary  Leon  Trotsky  quoted 
Marxist  Paul  Lafargue,  who  wrote: 

"Parliamentarism  is  a system  of  govern- 
ment in  which  the  people  acquires  the 
illusion  that  it  is  controlling  the  forces 
of  the  country  itself,  when,  in  reality,  the 
actual  power  is  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  the  bourgeoisie — and  not  even  of  the 
whole  bourgeoisie,  but  only  of  certain 
sections  of  that  class." 

— Trotsky,  Terrorism  and 
Communism,  1920 

In  the  United  States,  the  capitalist  rulers 
use  the  rigged  parliamentary  system  to 
siphon  off  social  discontent  by  offering 
the  "choice”  of  two  capitalist  parties  (or 


this  time  three,  counting  Perot).  The 
reformist  left  plays  its  role  in  this  shell 
game  by  peddling  illusions  in  the  Dem- 
ocrats as  the  "lesser  evil.” 

But  they  don’t  succeed  in  fooling 
all  of  the  victims  of  this  system  of 
exploitation  and  oppression  all  of  the 
time.  In  a 1964  speech  in  Cleve- 
land which  he  titled  “The  Ballot  or  the 
Bullet."  Malcolm  X lucidly  remarked: 
“I'm  one  of  the  22  million  black  people 
who  are  the  victims  of  Americanism.  One 
of  the  22  million  black  people  who  are 
the  victims  of  democracy,  nothing  but 
disguised  hypocrisy.... 

"They  get  all  the  Negro  vote,  and 
after  they  get  it.  the  Negro  gets  nothing 
in  return.  All  they  did  when  they  got 
to  Washington  was  give  a few  big 
Negroes  big  jobs. . ..  That's  camouflage, 
that’s  trickery,  that's  treachery,  window- 
dressing  ..you  put  the  Democrats  first 
and  the  Democrats  put  you  last," 

— Malcolm  X Speaks  (1965) 

Malccflm  X saw  clearly  the  fraudulent 
character  of  capitalist  “democracy."  But 


how  to  fight  it  and  defeat  it?  While  at 
the  lime  he  was  murdered,  he  was 
drawing  away  from  narrow  black  nation- 
alism, he  did  not  recognize  that  in  the 
multiracial  working  class  there  is  the 
power  to  sweep  away  this  system  of 
exploitation  and  oppression. 

With  its  hands  on  the  levers  of 
the  economy  and  the  mechanisms  of 
state  terror,  particularly  the  army  and 
police,  the  bourgeoisie  bends  elec- 
tions to  its  will.  Vote  or  no  vote, 
this  is  the  dictatorship  of  capital.  What 
the  exploited  and  oppressed  need  in 
order  to  impose  their  own  liberating 
rule  is  a revolutionary  workers  party, 
forged  in  class  struggle,  a multiracial 
party  uniting  the  most  conscious  fight- 
ers against  capitalism  and  imperialism, 
an  international  party  to  lead  the  inter- 
national proletariat — whether  Japanese, 
Mexican,  European,  African  or  Ameri- 
can— in  struggle  for  socialist  revolution 
worldwide.  ■ 
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Punctured  Equilibrium 

Stephen  Jay  Gould 

and  the 

Mismeasure  of  Marx 


Stephen  Jay  Gould  describes  himself 
as  a teacher  of  biology,  geology  and  the 
history  of  science.  He  is  a rare  commod- 
ity in  the  contemporary  scientific  world: 
one  who  is  both  an  original  thinker  in 
his  field  and  a facile  communicator  of 
science  to  the  general  public.  He  brings 
to  mind  another  great  popularizer  of  sci- 
ence, the  late  Isaac  Asimov,  who  com- 
bined an  academic  career  as  a biochemist 
with  a prodigious  literary  output  (nearly 
500  books),  especially  of  science  fiction, 
which  attracted  an  entire  generation  of 
future  scientists.  Gould  has  dealt  with 
science  fact  rather  than  fiction.  His  writ- 
ings on  natural  history,  which  we  Spar- 
tacists  have  found  thought-provoking, 
are  perhaps  best  known  in  his  collections 
of  essays  (e.g..  Ever  Since  Darwin,  The 
Panda's  Thumb)  and  books  including 
The  Mismeasure  of  Man  and  Wonderful 
Life. 

Gould  is  also  quite  unusual  in  con- 
temporary American  science  for  forth- 
rightly acknowledging  that  Marx  and 
Engels  had  prescient  insights  on  human 
biological  and  sociological  evolution — a 
question  which  fascinates  both  Gould 
and  ourselves.  We  were  struck,  therefore, 
by  how  far  Gould  strays  from  a scientific 
approach  in  his  October  1992  column  in 
Natural  History,  where  he  writes  that  the 
“Soviet  collapse"  signifies  that  "Marx’s 
economics  has  failed  spectacularly,  at 
least  in  the  largest  and  longest  experi- 
ment ever  carried  out  in  its  name.” 

Gould’s  column,  "Life  in  a Punctua- 
tion,” extensively  quotes  from  an  arti- 
cle by  David  Warsh,  "Redeeming  Karl 
Marx"  ( Boston  Globe,  3 May).  Warsh 
begins  with  the  statement,  “So  much  for 
communism,  Russian-style."  But  then 
he  asks,  “what  has  happened  to  Karl 
Marx?...  Does  that  mean  that  Marx 
will  be  consigned  to  the  intellectual 
scrap  heap?  Probably  not.  As  a symbol, 
he’ll  be  around  as  long  as  people  hunger 
for  justice — a tarnished  but  evocative 
figure,  in  whose  name  great  crimes 
have  been  committed,  not  unlike  other 
great  religious  figures,  Jesus  and  Mo- 
hammed." It’s  hardly  "redemption"  to 
reduce  Marx,  the  dialectical  materialist 
and  revolutionary,  to  the  role  of  a relig- 
ious figure.  But  Warsh  acknowledges 


the  enduring  power  of  Marx's  ideas, 
adding  that  “you  don’t  need  even  a 
smattering  of  recondite  economics  to 
understand  Marx’s  enduring  place  in  the 
modern  world.  His  memorial  is  the  word 
revolution....” 

Warsh  in  his  article  cites  Marx  as  the 
father  of  the  “idea  of  punctuated  equi- 


librium,” which  was  developed  by  Gould 
and  his  associate  Niles  Eldredge  in  the 
early  1970s  in  the  field  of  evolutionary 
biology.  This  is  an  application  in  the 
field  of  natural  science  of  Marx’s  refu- 
tation of  gradualism  and  his  under- 
standing that  the  development  of  history 
proceeds  through  revolutionary  leaps. 
Gould  describes  the  counterrevolution- 
ary transformation  taking  place  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union  also  as  a “punctu- 
ation." Drawing  on  observations  gleaned 
during  a brief  trip  to  Moscow  and  Len- 


ingrad last  summer,  he  arrives  at  his 
conclusion  about  the  "failed  experiment” 
of  Marxist  economics.  Gould's  wrong- 
headed conclusion  is  based  on  a misun- 
derstanding of  what  Marxism  represents, 
and  ignores  the  whole  historical  devel- 
opment which  led  to  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  1917  October  Revo- 


lution and  its  subsequent  development 
was  no  isolated  lab  test  in  a Petri  dish! 
Any  evaluation  of  what  happened  in  the 
former  USSR  that  leaves  out  the  historic 
context,  the  tremendous  external  pres- 
sures upon  it  and  its  impact  on  the  rest 
of  the  world,  cannot  be  scientific,  and 
will  certainly  be  wrong. 

Gould  does  not  pretend  to  be  a 
political  theorist  per  se,  but  when  he 
addresses  such  questions,  we  can  ask  that 
he  do  so  with  the  rigor  that  he  would 
apply  in  his  own  field.  We  doubt  that  he 
would  make  such  sweeping  statements 
about  scientific  opponents  without  a 
careful  study  of  their  works.  Gould’s 
view  of  the  Soviet  collapse  reminds  us 
a bit  of  a would-be  biologist  coming 
upon  a mass  of  drowned  caribou  at  a 
river  crossing  and,  upon  viewing  the  evi- 
dence before  his  eyes,  pronouncing  the 
species  not  viable.  Gould  has  trenchantly 
pointed  to  the  influence  of  political  bias 
in  shaping  scientific  views.  In  a 1978 
workshop  on  dialectics  at  Harvard,  he 
remarked  that  “it's  not  irrelevant  that  my 
daddy  raised  me  a Marxist”  ( Science  and 
Nature  No.  2.  1979).  But  what  did  he 
learn  as  Marxism? 

And  why  does  Gould,  a member  of 
the  advisory  board  of  the  journal 
Rethinking  Marxism,  lend  credence  to 
the  current  bourgeois  brouhaha  over  the 
"death  of  communism"?  Let  us  pul  for- 
ward our  own  hypothesis:  that  Gould 
confuses  Marxism  with  its  falsification, 
Stalinism,  which  has  indeed  been  struck 


a mortal  blow.  We  find  it  remarkable  that 
in  his  remarks  on  the  Soviet  Union  he 
never  mentions  the  name  Leon  Trotsky. 
Even  conservative  bourgeois  historians 
recognize  the  need  to  address  Trotsky's 
analysis  of  the  degeneration  of  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution,  if  only  in  an  attempt  to 
refute  it.  And  in  a broader  methodolog- 
ical sense.  Gould  accepts  the  Stalinist 
caricature  of  Marxism  as  a kind  of  mech- 
anistic determinism.  “He  was  still  a child 
of  his  mechanistic  age,"  writes  Gould, 
and  "embodied  a related  conviction  that 
directions  of  change  are  progressive, 
predictable  and  well-nigh  inevitable." 
Marx  "hoped  for  a predictive  theory  of 
history,  with  progressive  stages  proceed- 
ing in  a punctuational  manner  from 
primitive  communism  to  slavery  to  feu- 
dalism to  capitalism  and  finally  to  true 
communism." 

This  comes  not  from  Marx  but  from 
Stalin’s  primer  on  Dialectical  and  His- 
torical Materialism , 1 938  edition,  or  one 
of  those  unreadable  Soviet  “diamat” 
manuals  that  present  a mechanical  and 
deterministic  distortion  of  dialectical 
materialism.  Marx,  in  his  1857-58  manu- 
scripts on  pre-capitalist  economic  for- 
mations, the  Grundrisse,  also  wrote  of 
an  "Asiatic  mode  of  production"  in 
ancient  Mesopotamia,  India,  China  and 
elsewhere.  Yet  these  writings  were  sup- 
pressed by  the  Kremlin  for  decades, 
because  they  didn’t  fit  into  Stalin’s  sim- 
plistic schema,  which  reduced  Marxism 
to  a pseudo-materialist  catechism.  In 
contrast.  Trotsky  wrote,  in  his  speech  on 
“Radio,  Science,  Technology,  and  Soci- 
ety" (March  1926): 

“Liberal  scholars — now  they  are  no 
more — commonly  used  to  depict  the 
whole  of  the  history  of  mankind  as  a 
continuous  line  of  progress.  This  was 
wrong.  The  line  of  progress  is  curved, 
broken,  zigzagging.  Culture  now  ad- 
vances. now  declines.  There  was  the 
culture  of  ancient  Asia,  there  was  the 
culture  of  antiquity,  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  then  European  culture  began  to 
develop,  and  now  American  culture  is 
rising  in  skyscrapers." 

Or  consider  Rosa  Luxemburg's  poignant 
phrase  from  World  War  I,  that  mankind 
faces  the  stark  alternatives:  socialism  or 
barbarism. 

In  fact,  even  in  the  first  lines  of  the 
Communist  Manifesto , Marx  and  Engels 
noted  that  class  struggles  ended  “either 
in  a revolutionary  reconstitution  of  soci- 
ety at  large,  or  in  the  common  ruin  of 
the  contending  classes."  This  is  a theme 
which  echoes  throughout  their  later 
writings.  Engels'  1891  introduction  to 
Marx’s  The  Civil  War  in  France  warned 
of  the  dangers  of  a European  war  involv- 
ing tens  of  millions  of  men  at  arms. 
This  was  written  over  two  decades 
before  the  cataclysm  of  World  War  I. 
Marx  and  Engels'  dialectical  outlook 
showed  how  existing  and  developing 
economic  forces  pave  the  way  for  social 
change  but  don’t  automatically  "deter- 
mine" that  this  or  that  political  leader- 
ship will  accomplish  a particular  histor- 
ically possible  task. 

Gould  acknowledges  his  intellectual 
debt  to  Marx — and  to  Engels — whose 
dialectical  and  materialist  analysis  un- 
locked an  understanding  of  historical 
forces,  and  has  been  clearly  shown  to 
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apply  equally  well  to  the  natural  sci- 
ences. Lenin,  in  his  1913  biographical 
sketch  of  Marx,  quoted  from  Engels, 
with  his  own  bracketed  notes: 

“Marx  and  I were  pretty  well  the  only 
people  to  rescue  conscious  dialectics 
(from  the  destruction  of  idealism,  includ- 
ing Hegelianism]  and  apply  it  in  the 
materialist  conception  of  Nature.... 
"Nature  is  the  proof  of  dialectics,  and 
it  must  be  said  for  modern  natural  sci- 
ence that  it  has  furnished  extremely 
rich  [this  was  written  before  the  dis- 
covery of  radium,  electrons,  the  trans- 
mutation of  elements,  etc.!]  and  daily 
increasing  materials  for  this  test,  and 
has  thus  proved  that  in  the  last  analysis 
Nature’s  process  is  dialectical  and  not 
metaphysical." 

This  has  been  proved  in  virtually  every 
field  of  science,  from  quantum  mechan- 
ics to  mathematics  to  recent  devel- 
opments in  the  understanding  of  how 
consciousness  and  perception  occur  in 
the  human  brain,  and  to  Gould’s  own 
area  of  biology. 

Consciousness  and 
Contingency 

The  basic  premise  of  Gould’s  theory 
of  “punctuated  equilibrium"  is  that  spe- 
cies are  stable  for  long  periods,  on  the 
multimillion-year  scale  of  geological 
time,  until  some  geographical  isolation 
separates  a formerly  genetically  "homo- 
geneous” population,  or  some  climatic 
change  or  catastrophic  event  opens  up 
new  niches  into  which  new  species  rap- 
idly evolve.  This  “punctuation"  is  then 
followed  by  a new  stasis.  The  nature  of 
the  changes  during  the  “punctuation”  are 
governed  by  what  Gould  calls  “contin- 
gency”— i.e.,  along  the  rocky  road  of 
evolution,  genetic  change  is  essentially 
random  and  nature's  path  unpredictable, 
subject  to  the  impact  of  powerful  envi- 
ronmental events. 

This  is  fine,  so  far  as  natural  history 
is  concerned.  But  when  Gould  considers 
a complex  social  question  such  as  the 
USSR,  his  concept  of  "punctuation"  guts 
Marxism  of  its  key  factor:  the  "contin- 
gent" factor  is  not  nature’s  random 
choice  but  rather  the  presence  or  absence 
of  conscious  leadership.  Take  the  work 
Gould  cites,  Marx’s  The  Eighteenth 
Brumaire  of  Louis  Bonaparte.  Marx 
describes  in  great  detail  how  at  many 
key  points  in  the  period  1848-51,  the 
faction-ridden  French  bourgeoisie  could 
have  moved  to  prevent  Bonaparte’s  coup 
d’etat.  Marx  lays  bare  that  the  funda- 
mental question  was  a clash  of  class 
forces:  the  proletariat  lacked  the  strength 
and  leadership  to  take  power  in  its  own 
name,  while  the  bourgeoisie,  in  fear  of 
the  ghosts  of  1789  (and  the  proletarian 
masses  of  1848),  dawdled  and  surren- 
dered political  power  to  Bonaparte  in 
order  to  preserve  its  economic  class 
interests.  And  the  bourgeoisie’s  response 
was  no  accidental  fluke  of  “contin- 
gency”— the  big  financiers  made  a con- 
scious choice  that  their  sacred  property 
was  better  defended  by  the  empire  than 
by  the  republic. 

One  might  ask  Gould,  if  Marx  and 
Engels  were  such  mechanical  determin- 
ists,  convinced  that  communism  inevita- 
bly follows  from  capitalism  as  night 
from  day,  why  then  did  they  devote  so 
much  time  to  organizing  a revolution- 
ary political  party,  from  the  Commu- 
nist League  to  the  First  and  Second 
Internationals? 

What  does  it  mean,  as  Gould  claims, 
that  “Marx’s  economics  has  failed"?  The 
economic  system  which  issued  out  of 
the  October  Revolution  proved  the  pow- 
er of  centralized  planning.  In  describing 
his  visit  to  Russia,  Gould  describes 
the  Moscow  subway  system  as  “the 
world’s  best,"  and  applauds  "the  won- 
derful paleontological  museum  in  Mos- 
cow...one  of  the  world’s  best  both  in 
content  and  display."  How  does  Gould 
account  for  these  achievements?  Is  it 
“Marx’s  economics"  or  capitalist  market 
forces  that  are  responsible  for  the  fact 
that  the  museum  is  now  closed  indefi- 
nitely? Central  planning  performed  won- 
ders in  transforming  the  Soviet  Union 
from  a backward  peasant  country  to  a 
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Bolshevik  Revolution  led  by  Lenin  and 
Trotsky  (center)  looked  forward  to 
worldwide  socialist  revolution.  Workers 
councils  (above)  were  base  of  soviet 
government. 
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modern  industrial  and  military  power 
that  was  capable  of  defeating  the  Nazi 
juggernaut  in  World  War  II  and  was  the 
first  to  launch  satellites  into  space.  As 
American  Trotskyist  leader  James  P. 
Cannon  said  in  1939: 

"The  Russian  revolution  showed  in  prac- 
tice, by  example,  how  the  workers’  rev- 
olution is  to  be  made.  ..  By  its  victory, 
and  its  reorganization  of  the  social  sys- 
tem, the  Russian  revolution  has  proved 
for  all  time  the  superiority  of  national- 
ized property  and  planned  economy  over 
capitalist  private  property,  and  planless 
competition  and  anarchy  in  production." 

— The  Struggle  for  a 
Proletarian  Party 

So  what  did  happen  in  the  USSR? 
Where  Gould  claims  that  the  Soviet  col- 
lapse proved  Marxism  wrong,  Trotsky 
long  ago  predicted  that  the  continued 
domination  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
would  necessarily  lead  to  capitalist  res- 
toration. In  his  article,  “The  Class  Nature 
of  the  Soviet  State"  (October  1933),  he 
wrote:  "The  further  unhindered  develop- 
ment of  bureaucratism  must  lead  inevi- 
tably to  the  cessation  of  economic  and 
cultural  growth,  to  a terrible  social  crisis 
and  to  the  downward  plunge  of  the  entire 
society.  But  this  would  imply  not  only 
the  collapse  of  the  proletarian  dictator- 
ship but  also  the  end  of  bureaucratic 
domination.  In  place  of  the  workers’ 
state  would  come  not  ‘social  bureau- 
cratic’ but  capitalist  relations." 

Trotsky  pounded  away  at  this  theme, 
warning  in  his  article  “The  Workers' 
State,  Thermidor.  and  Bonapartism” 
(February  1935)  that:  “The  inevitable 
collapse  of  the  Stalinist  political  re- 
gime will  lead  to  the  establishment  of 
Soviet  democracy  only  in  the  event 
that  the  removal  of  Bonapartism  comes 
as  the  conscious  act  of  the  proletarian 
vanguard.  In  all  other  cases,  in  place 
of  Stalinism  there  could  only  come 
the  fascist-capitalist  counterrevolution." 
And  again  in  his  comprehensive  analysis 
of  the  Stalinist  degeneration.  The  Revo- 
lution Betrayed  (1937),  he  sharply  posed 
the  two  alternatives:  “Will  the  bureaucrat 
devour  the  workers’  state,  or  will  the 


working  class  clean  up  the  bureaucrat?" 
How  Gould  missed  this  and  other  writ- 
ings by  Trotsky  is  a mystery  to  us,  par- 
ticularly since  Trotsky’s  archives  are 
located  in  Harvard’s  Houghton  Library, 
just  a short  walk  from  the  buildings  in 
which  Gould  works. 

Stalinism  vs.  Marxism 

The  program  of  Marxism  is  world  pro- 
letarian revolution.  Marx  insisted  that  the 
construction  of  socialism  would  occur 
on  the  basis  of  an  international  divi- 
sion of  labor  and  on  the  highest  level  of 
development  of  the  productive  forces, 
“because  without  it  only  want  is  made 
general,  and  with  destitution  the  struggle 
for  necessities  begins  again  and  all  the 
old  crap  must  revive"  (The  German 
Ideology  [1846]).  Only  with  the  "univer- 
sal development  of  productive  forces  is 
a universal  intercourse  between  men 
established."  he  wrote,  for  without  this 
“each  extension  of  intercourse  would 
abolish  local  communism."  Lenin  and 
Trotsky  stood  for  this  internationalist 
perspective;  they  looked  on  the  Russian 
Revolution  as  the  first  step  in  a European- 
wide  revolution.  In  fact,  none  of  the  Bol- 
shevik cadres  thought  that  the  Russian 
Revolution  could  survive  without  inter- 
national extension,  above  all  to  Germany. 

The  idea  that  “socialism”  could  be 
built  in  a single  country  (and  a backward 
one  at  that),  surrounded  by  imperialist 
enemies,  is  a nationalist  perversion  of 
Marxism.  One  of  the  early  exponents  of 


such  a "theory"  was  the  revisionist  Ger- 
man Social  Democrat  Georg  Vollmar;  at 
least  he  was  honest  about  his  revision 
of  Marxism  and  sought  to  apply  it  to 
advanced  capitalist  Germany,  not  back- 
ward Russia.  Even  Stalin  himself  repu- 
diated the  very  idea  in  his  pamphlet 
"Foundations  of  Leninism”  issued  in  the 
spring  of  1924: 

“The  principal  (ask  of  socialism — the 
organization  of  socialist  production — 
has  still  to  be  fulfilled.  Can  this  task  be 
fulfilled,  can  the  final  victory  of  social- 
ism be  achieved  in  one  country,  without 
the  joint  efforts  of  the  proletarians  in  sev- 
eral advanced  countries?  No,  it  cannot. 
To  overthrow  the  bourgeoisie  the  efforts 
of  one  country  are  sufficient;  this  is 
proved  by  the  history  of  our  revolution. 
For  the  final  victory  of  socialism,  for  the 
organization  of  socialist  production,  the 
efforts  of  one  country,  particularly  of  a 
peasant  country  like  Russia,  are  insuffi- 
cient: for  that  the  efforts  of  the  proletar- 
ians of  several  advanced  countries  are 
required." 

Several  months  later,  Stalin  reversed 
himself  and  the  first  edition  of  his 
pamphlet  was  withdrawn.  Now  Stalin 
declared  that  the  Soviet  Union  “can  and 
must  build  a socialist  society”  within  the 
confines  of  a single  country. 

Stalin’s  dogma  of  “socialism  in  one 
country”  was  the  ideological  afterbirth 
of  a political  counterrevolution  which 
defeated  Leninist  internationalism  and 
brought  to  power  a nationalist  bureau- 
cratic caste.  The  failure  of  the  German 
Revolution  of  1923  greatly  assisted  the 
continued  on  page  // 
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Workers  League's  “Vorkuta"  Fund 
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international  Campaign  Aids  Soviet  Worked 

MedicaJ  Supplies  Reach 
Chernobyl  Victims 


David  North’s  sleight  of  hand:  Four  months  after  Australian  SLL  claimed  money 
raised  for  medical  supplies  went  to  Vorkuta,  Bulletin  claimed  aid  went  to 
Chernobyl  instead. 


With  great  fanfare,  David  North’s 
Workers  League  and  its  bogus  “Interna- 
tional Committee"  launched  a "Vorkuta 
Miners  Relief  Fund"  last  year,  ostensibly 
in  response  to  an  appeal  by  Soviet  work- 
ers in  the  northern  Russian  coal  fields 
"for  desperately  needed  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  supplies."  This  was  an- 
nounced as  “one  of  the  principal  deci- 
sions" of  the  Northites’  November  1991 
Berlin  “World  Conference  of  Workers 
against  Imperialist  War  and  Colonial- 
ism.” and  the  opening  shot  of  the  WL’s 
new  “International  Labor  Defense."  The 
fund  drive  was  scheduled  to  "run  until 
February  29,"  supposedly  aimed  at  help- 
ing the  Vorkuta  miners  overcome  the 
brutal  winter  in  the  face  of  the  ravages 
of  capitalist  restoration.  Yet  right 
through  May,  week  after  week,  the  WL’s 
Bulletin  and  North’s  Australian  and 
English  acolytes  carried  impassioned 
appeals  exhorting  workers  to  “come  to 
the  aid  of  their  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  Vorkuta  mining  region." 

In  "Workers  League  Vile  Provocation” 
(WV  No.  549,  17  April),  we  raised  some 
questions  about  this  dubious  “aid  cam- 
paign." We  noted  that  the  Vorkuta  miners 
“are  not  presently  engaged  in  any  par- 
ticular struggle,"  and  that  the  Northites 
had  not  published  the  appeal  on  which 
the  fund  drive  was  supposedly  based.  We 
asked.  "Could  this  be  related  to  the  fact 
that  a few  months  earlier  the  AFL-CIO 
set  up  a 'relief  fund’  for  Soviet  miners?" 
The  pro-Yeltsin  leadership  of  the  Vor- 
kuta miners  in  the  "Independent  Miners 
Union"  had  well-documented  links  to  the 
CIA.  through  the  notorious  National 
Endowment  for  Democracy  and  the 
AFL-CIO’s  "International  Department.” 
Two  of  these  “Vorkuta  miners"  toured 
Britain  in  June  1990 — where  they 
addressed  a conference  of  the  scab 
“Union  of  Democratic  Miners" — under 
the  auspices  of  the  Russian  fascist  NTS. 
which  has  been  financed  for  decades  by 
Western  intelligence  agencies. 

The  Northites,  who  are  wont  to  write 
voluminous  multipart  “exposes"  on  the 
Spartacist  League  at  the  drop  of  a hat. 
never  replied  to  these  questions.  How- 
ever. a month  after  our  article  appeared, 
the  Bulletin  mysteriously  stopped  run- 
ning its  Vorkuta  appeal  box.  without  fur- 
ther explanation.  Nothing  more  was 
heard  for  months,  until  a front-page  arti- 
cle in  the  4 September  issue  of  the  Bul- 
letin trumpeted  “International  Campaign 
Aids  Soviet  Workers,”  claiming  that 


"seven  tons  of  medicines,  worth  over  a 
quarter  million  dollars"  had  been  sent  to 
one  “Doctor  Alexander  Apenko"  in. ..the 
Ukrainian  town  of  Shostka.  This  was 
supposedly  in  response  to  a personal 
appeal  to  a visiting  IC  delegation  by  the 
"Chernobyl  Union  of  Shostka"  in  the 
summer  of  1991.  As  far  as  we  could  tell, 
this  Chernobyl  "appeal”  had  hitherto 
gone  unmentioned  in  the  Northite  press. 

Whatever  happened  to  Vorkuta?  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  article  the  reader  dis- 
covers those  were  the  supplies  that  the 
WL  had  earlier  “assured"  would  go 
"directly  to  the  miners":  "Originally  it 
was  planned  that  the  bulk  of  the  medical 
supplies  collected  would  go  to  the  min- 
ers of  Vorkuta,"  but  because  of  problems 
with  "transportation,”  “corruption"  and 
“security,"  the  IC  "could  not  obtain  any 
reasonable  assurance  that  its  shipments 
would  arrive  safely  in  Vorkuta.”  Yet  in 
April,  the  Australian  Northite  Socialist 
Labour  League  declared  in  Workers 
News  (24  April)  that  it  had  “this  month 
shipped  more  than  $40,000  worth  of 
desperately-needed  medical  supplies"  to 
Vorkuta. 

Curiouser  and  curiouser,  as  Alice 
would  have  said.  In  reporting  on  its  fund 
drive  efforts,  th ^-Bulletin  cited  the  fears 
of  Detroit  union  auto  workers  at  a plant 
gate  collection:  "Expressing  their  dis- 
trust of  the  trade  union  officialdom, 
workers  wanted  to  make  sure  that  their 


contributions  really  reached  the  miners 
and  would  not  be  pocketed  by  either  the 
AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  in  the  United 
States  or  the  Stalinist  mafia  in  the  Soviet 
Union."  Concerns  about  what  happens 
to  money  donated  to  the  WL  are  certainly 
in  order.  Indeed,  we  wonder  if  the  shift 
of  focus  in  the  Northites’  philanthropical 
efforts  from  Russia  to  the  Ukraine  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  fact  that  an  AFL- 
CIO  delegation  traveled  to  the  Ukraine 
this  past  summer. 

Even  a cursory  reading  of  the  Northite 
press  raises  myriad  questions.  On  Feb- 
ruary 28.  the  day  before  the  (first) 
announced  end  of  the  campaign,  the 
Australian  SLL’s  Workers  News  lists  a 
total  collection  of  $631.45  in  the  U.S. 
and  £700  in  Britain.  Two  weeks  later 
they  added  $1,400  Australian.  In  a few 
weeks  this  becomes  $40,000  Australian, 
and  after  it  is  “shipped.”  the  next  issue 
of  Workers  News  announces  a $60,000 
"Party  Development  Fund."  After  a few 
months,  during  which  the  campaign 
never  again  appears  in  their  press,  the 
Northites’  international  collection  mys- 
teriously grew  to  $250,000  "worth"  of 
supplies.  Perhaps  cynical  political  ban- 
dits like  North  have  been  lying  so  long 
they  think  no  one  notices. 

The  financial  chicanery  and  decep- 
tions displayed  in  the  Workers  League 
campaign  is  not  surprising  to  anyone 
who  knows  the  WL’s  history  of  political 


prostitution  in  the  service  of  anti- 
communist reaction.  In  the  “Vorkuta” 
campaign,  the  Northites.  with  con- 
summate cynicism,  denounce  British 
National  Union  of  Mineworkers  (NUM) 
president  Arthur  Scargill  as  a Stalinist, 
while  condemning  "the  state  orches- 
trated campaign  against  Scargill”  ( Inter- 
national Worker,  18  January)  over  the 
aid  that  Soviet  trade  unions  sent  to  strik- 
ing British  miners. 

Just  who  kicked  off  that  campaign? 
On  the  eve  of  the  1984-85  British  miners 
strike,  when  Thatcher  and  the  ruling 
class  were  preparing  all-out  war  on  the 
NUM.  the  “International  Committee" 
(then  run  by  North’s  mentor  Gerry  Healy) 
publicly  crucified  Scargill  for  opposing 
Solidarnosc — Reagan  and  Thatcher's 
favorite  union — as  “anti-socialist."  Their 
redbaiting  crusade  was  picked  up.  as 
Healy  intended,  by  the  Labour  Party  and 
Trades  Union  Congress  traitors  and  the 
Conservative  bourgeois  press,  and  used 
as  a battering  ram  against  the  miners. 
It  was  Healy/North  who  supplied  the 
ammunition  the  bourgeoisie  used  to  go 
after  Scargill  and  the  NUM. 

We  have  noted  before  that  the  WL’s 
relationship  to  the  class  line  is  that  of  a 
man  in  a revolving  door.  Presently,  the 
Workers  League  is  engaged  on  several 
fronts  in  acts  of  profound  hostility  to 
the  interests  of  the  working  class — from 
being  junior  G-men  for  the  prosecution 
in  the  case  of  imprisoned  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  activist  and  unionist  Mark  Cur- 
tis. to  blocking  with  racist  scum  against 
black  schoolchildren  in  Detroit. 

Revolutionaries  gag  at  the  mercenary 
“IC”  trying  to  appropriate  the  honorable 
name  of  the  early  American  Communist 
Party’s  International  Labor  Defense,  led 
by  James  P.  Cannon.  In  founding  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee,  the  Spartacist 
League  has  emulated  the  ILD’s  strict 
accounting  of  funds  through  publishing 
in  the  PDC’s  Class-Struggle  Defense 
Notes  a full  list  of  numbered  receipts  for 
all  in  the  workers  movement  to  see.  If 
the  Healyite  “IC"  listed  its  receipts  over 
the  years,  it  would  have  to  include  the 
names  of  various  Near  East  sheiks  and 
bonapartist  butchers  who  paid  at  least 
two  million  dollars  for  services  rendered 
by  the  Healy  gang  as  press  agents, 
spies  and  provocateurs  during  the  1970s 
and  ’80s  (see  "Northite  Blood  Money," 
WV  No.  523,  29  March  1991).  Now  that 
the  money  from  anti-communist  bour- 
geois regimes  has  dried  up.  ■ 


PDC  Notes... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

Los  Angeles  Black  Panther  leader, 
Geronimo  has  spent  22  years  in  prison, 
framed  under  the  FBI's  notorious 
COINTELPRO  program  of  harassment. 


disruption  and  murder  against  the  Black 
Panther  Party.  The  racist  courts  have 
repeatedly  refused  to  hear  the  over- 
whelming evidence  of  Geronimo’s  inno- 
cence— including  FBI  wiretap  logs 
showing  he  was  in  Oakland,  400  miles 
away  from  the  Santa  Monica  killing  with 
which  he  was  framed.  In  December 


Geronimo  is  scheduled  to  appear  before 
the  Parole  Board,  which  has  turned  him 
down  ten  limes  before. 

Robert  Buck,  a popular  member  of 
Steelworkers  Local  5668  at  Ravens- 
wood,  West  Virginia,  has  been  in  prison 
since  last  January,  railroaded  by  the 
federal  government  for  defending  his 
union  from  the  scabs  and  thugs  brought 
in  by  Ravenswood  Aluminum  Cor- 
poration during  the  long  strike  battle 
there.  Bob  Buck  courageously  refused 
to  wear  a wire  for  the  feds  and  went 
to  jail  rather  than  spy  on  his  union 
brothers. 

Hugo  Pinell  is  the  last  of  the  San 
Quentin  Six  behind  bars.  Militant  anti- 
racist.  a leader  of  the  prisoners’  rights 
movement,  along  with  slain  Black  Pan- 
ther spokesman  George  Jackson.  Pinell 
has  been  in  prison  over  27  years,  cur- 
rently serving  a life  sentence  at  Crescent 
City.  California. 

Eleven  members  of  the  radical,  back- 
to-nature  MOVE  organization  remain 
scattered  in  jails  across  Pennsylvania. 
Nine  of  them  are  serving  30  to  100  years 
for  the  death  of  a policeman  who  was 
shot  in  the  back  by  his  own  during  the 
massive  cop  siege  of  MOVE’S  Powelton 
Village  home  on  8 August  1978.  Two 


other  MOVE  members,  although  eligible 
for  parole,  are  condemned  to  serve  every 
single  day  of  their  prison  terms  by  the 
vindictive  prison  authorities.  Carlos  and 
Consuewella  Africa  have  repeatedly 
been  denied  parole  unless  they  agree  to 
the  patently  unconstitutional  require- 
ment that  on  release  they  not  associate 
with  other  MOVE  members — i.e.,  fam- 
ily, friends  and  comrades. 

Wopashitwe  Mondo  Eyen  we  Langa 
(David  Rice)  and  Ed  Poindexter,  for- 
mer leaders  of  the  Omaha,  Nebraska 
Committee  to  Combat  Fascism  and  sup- 
porters of  the  Black  Panther  Party,  are 
in  the  22nd  year  of  life  sentences,  vic- 
tims of  a COINTELPRO  frame-up. 
Mondo  and  Poindexter  were  convicted 
on  perjured  testimony  in  the  1970  killing 
of  a cop  in  a bomb  explosion.  Despite 
volumes  of  records  confirming  they  were 
COINTELPRO  targets  and  recent  disclo- 
sures that  the  government  concealed  evi- 
dence from  the  defense.  Mondo  and 
Poindexter  remain  behind  bars.  In 
August,  Poindexter  was  again  denied 
parole. 

Send  your  contributions  for  the 
Holiday  Appeal  to:  Partisan  Defense 
Committee,  P.O.  Box  99,  Canal  Street 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10013.  ■ 
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SL  spokesman 
Don  Alexander, 
at  forum  in 
Berkeley  on 
September  19. 


Race  and 
Class... 

(continued  from  page  12) 
and  Central  American  immigrants.  The 
deindustrialization  of  the  U.S.  by  junk 
bond  capitalists  like  Milken  and  other 
corporate  looters  has  driven  an  entire 
generation  of  youth  into  total  despera- 
tion. About  200,000  jobs  disappeared  in 
the  Los  Angeles  economy  between  1978 
and  1989. 

In  the  face  of  bloody  state  repression 
we  fought  to  mobilize  the  power  of  the 
L.A.  integrated  labor  movement,  espe- 
cially the  longshoremen,  to  launch  mil- 
itant work  stoppages  and  demonstrations 
in  solidarity  with  and  defense  of  the 
besieged  Latino  and  black  population.  A 
big  show  of  labor  solidarity  here  could 
have  beat  back  the  murderous  police 
attacks  and  provided  the  necessary  con- 
sciousness and  organization  not  to  seize 
articles  of  consumption,  but  to  lead  the 
fight  for  the  working-class  seizure  of  the 
means  of  production,  for  state  power.  We 
energetically  agitated  for  this  class- 
struggle  program,  which  was  very  well 
received  in  the  labor  movement.  McDon- 
nell Douglas  workers.  longshore  work- 
ers, postal  workers,  many  others  took 
our  supplements  and  distributed  them. 

The  capitalist  politicians  from  Bush 
to  Clinton  to  Jesse  Jackson  were  united 
in  defense  of  racist  state  repression  and 
murder,  which  resulted  in  over  50  deaths. 
Around  the  country,  black  Democrats — 
from  New  York  black  Democratic  Party 
mayor  Dinkins  to  Maynard  Jackson  in 
Atlanta — unleashed  their  cops  against 
black  people  and  other  anti-racist  pro- 
testers. This  politically  bankrupt  layer 
of  elected  officials  who  counsel  non- 
violence played  their  appointed  role  as 
the  black  overseers  on  Bush’s  plantation. 

The  majority  of  those  arrested  were 
Latinos,  Salvadorans,  Mexicans.  The 
L.A.  cops  handed  over  1,500  people  to 
the  INS  for  deportation.  It  is  urgent  that 
labor  mobilize  in  defense  of  those  who 
have  fled  bloody  U.S. -backed  military 
dictatorships  for  a better  life,  only  to  find 
themselves  slaving  at  the  bottom  of  this 
racist  capitalist  hell.  We  say.  if  they 
made  it  here,  they  have  a right  to  be 
here.  We  demand  an  end  to  the  racist 
deportations.  We  fight  for  full  citizenship 
rights  for  foreign-bom  workers  and  their 
families.  This  is  urgent  here  right  now, 
with  the  five-month-old  battle  between 
Latino,  overwhelmingly  Mexican,  dry- 
wall  construction  workers,  and  scabs 
backed  up  by  the  brutal  cops  and  con- 
tractors, at  a critical  stage.  We  say  that 
these  workers  must  not  stand  alone,  that 
the  integrated  L.A.  labor  movement  has 
to  mobilize  to  win  this  battle. 

The  reformist  left,  from  the  shattered 
Communist  Party  to  the  Freedom  Social- 
ist Party,  have  begged  the  ex-cop  Dem- 
ocrat Bradley  to  pressure  Bush  to  defend 
the  oppressed.  Stalinists  like  Progressive 
Labor  Party  talk  on  the  one  hand  about 
fascism  in  Los  Angeles,  which  of  course 
strikes  a certain  chord  among  minority 


youth,  But  on  the  other  hand,  they 
mobilize  to  gather  petitions  to  pres- 
sure Bradley  to  give  jobs,  to  rebuild 
L.A.  The  Maoists  of  the  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party  are  turning  somer- 
saults in  praise  of  the  wonderful  spon- 
taneous character  of  this  rebellion.  For 
these  militant  liberals,  the  vicious  beat- 
ing of  white  truck  driver  Reginald  Denny 
was  no  big  deal,  they  treated  it  like 
it's  just  some  indignant  folks  getting 
carried  away.  This  is  an  outrage.  These 
petty-bourgeois  radicals  can’t  distin- 
guish between  criminal  thuggery  and 
self-defense. 

We  call  for  labor/black/Latino  defense 
against  racist  terror.  The  reformists  push 
the  pernicious,  deadly  illusion  that  you 
can  have  community  control  of  the 
police.  This  is  a reformist  pipe  dream. 
There  is  no  way  in  a class-divided  cap- 
italist society  that  the  state  and  its  cops 
are  neutral.  The  state  is  an  instrument  of 
class  oppression. 

Was  the  FBI  neutral  during  the  civil 
rights  movement?  Hell,  no.  In  1969. 
were  the  Chicago  cops  neutral  when  they 
blew  away  Black  Panthers  Mark  Clark 
and  Fred  Hampton  as  they  slept  in  their 
beds?  How  about  black  Democrat  Wil- 
son Goode’s  cops,  and  their  racist  mas- 
sacre of  the  Philly  MOVE  commune, 
bombing  and  burning  to  death  eleven 
black  men,  women  and  children? 

And  don’t  forget  about  the  FBI/ 
COINTELPRO/LAPD  frame-up  of  for- 
mer Panther  Geronimo  Pratt.  America’s 
foremost  class-war  prisoner,  who  has 
been  in  prison  for  20  years  for  a crime 
he  could  not  and  did  not  commit.  Or 
black  journalist,  former  Panther  and 
MOVE  supporter  Murnkt  Abu-Jamal, 
sitting  on  death  row  after  a racist  frame- 
up.  They  let  that  fascist  in  Idaho  sit  up 
in  the  mountains  for  20  months  before 
they  hauled  him  in,  right?  The  police 
are  the  hired  guns,  the  armed  fist  of  the 
capitalist  class,  who  protect  capitalist 
private  property. 

For  Militant,  Integrated 
Class  Struggle 

The  criminal  silence  of  the  racist,  anti- 
communist trade-union  bureaucracy  was 
the  main  reason  for  the  absence  of  any 


significant  working-class  mobilization 
against  the  killer  cops.  Working  people 
and  oppressed  minorities  mobilizing  in- 
dependently in  defense  of  their  common 
interests  could  have  sent  a powerful  mes- 
sage to  the  racist  rulers.  There  was  sen- 
timent for  militant  struggle  here  during 
the  upheaval.  Latino  janitors  held  a 
march  near  their  union  hall  against  cop 
repression.  But  the  labor  traitors  and  the 
reformists  who  tail  behind  them  want  to 
channel  the  outrage  into  the  Democratic 
Party  of  imperialist  war  and  racism.  This 
is  particularly  criminal  at  a lime  when 
millions  of  people  are  fed  up  with  the 
two-party  shell  game. 

The  black  pseudo-nationalists  who 
share  the  bosses’  program  of  maintaining 
racial  divisions  want  to  exploit  the  black 
masses,  and  like  their  capitalist  masters, 
they  push  black  capitalism  and  racist 
scapegoats.  Black  nationalists  and  busi- 
nessmen have  been  mobilizing  blacks 
against  Latinos  and  Asians.  They  are  try- 
ing to  drive  Hispanic  workers  out  of  the 
jobs  in  the  reconstruction  sites. 

We  need  to  fight  for  jobs  for  all,  for 
public  works  at  union  wage,  free  child 
and  health  care.  But  it  will  take  a revo- 
lutionary leadership  rooted  in  labor  to 
mobilize  all  of  the  working  people  and 
youth  to  challenge  the  bosses’  private 
property  system,  which  is  the  source  of 
all  forms  of  special  oppression.  This  is 
the  program  of  militant  integrated  class 
struggle,  of  class  against  class,  that 
points  immediately  toward  building  a 
fighting  class-struggle  workers  party. 
Not  a parliamentary  machine  to  admin- 
ister capitalism  like  the  British  Labour 
Party,  not  a bourgeois  third  party,  but  a 
revolutionary  workers  party  fighting  to 
lead  the  working  class  and  the  oppressed 
in  a struggle  for  state  power,  a workers 
government  and  for  a planned  socialist 
economy.  It  wouldn't  beg  Congress  to 
reorder  its  “priorities,”  but  would  mobi- 
lize and  organize  the  labor  movement  in 
militant  struggle  for  a shorter  workweek 
without  loss  in  pay,  for  union  hiring 
halls  with  union-run  job  training  and 
skills  upgrading  to  enroll  minority 
youth,  for  organizing  the  unorganized, 
for  labor/black/Latino  defense  against 
racist  terror. 


IK- 

Nationalist 
demagogues  pit 
blacks  against 
Korean  storeowners 
in  Brooklyn  (left); 
Louis  Farrakhan 
pushes  black 
capitalism  scam, 
peddles  “Power" 
soap  (right). 


We  have  to  challenge  every  step  of 
the  way  the  sectoralist  schemes,  the 
divide-and-conquer  schemes,  that  play 
into  the  hands  of  the  class  enemy — that 
is,  the  program  that  only  blacks  can  lib- 
erate blacks,  only  Latinos  can  liberate 
Latinos,  only  gays  can  liberate  gays, 
only  women  can  liberate  women.  We 
have  to  challenge  and  defeat  that  sector- 
alist program,  because  we  need  a revo- 
lutionary combat  party  like  the  one 
Lenin  and  Trotsky's  Bolsheviks  built,  a 
party  that’s  a tribune  of  the  people,  of 
all  the  oppressed  and  exploited. 

During  the  upheaval  here  the  cops 
clearly  wanted  to  inflame  interracial 
hostility  and  violence,  especially  be- 
tween blacks  and  Asians.  They  stayed 
out  of  South  Central  during  the  early 
hours  as  it  burned.  For  years  the  wage- 
gouging sweatshop  bosses  here  and  the 
parasitic  real  estate  developers  have 
pushed  to  play  off  the  vast  multi-ethnic 
population  against  one  another.  With  their 
anti-immigration  hysteria  and  virulent 
Japanese-bashing,  they  fan  the  flames  of 
racist  reaction. 

There’s  been  a lot  of  talk  in  the  papers 
about  Asians  being  so-called  "model 
minorities.”  Now,  look,  some  of  them 
are  able  to  become  businessmen  and 
women,  they  work  17  hours  a day,  the 
whole  family  works.  But  what’s  the  real- 
ity in  this  country?  A sizable  proportion 
of  these  workers  are  miserably  exploited 
in  the  sweatshops  and  face  deportations 
and  worse.  There’s  a long  history  of  anti- 
Asian  racism,  particularly  in  this  state — 
from  the  anti-Asian  exclusion  acts  to  the 
internment  of  Japanese  Americans  by  the 
Democratic  Roosevelt  government  in 
World  War  II — a long  history  here.  So 
you  have  to  particularly  fight  this. 

There’s  been  a lot  of  talk  in  the  after- 
math of  the  upheaval  that  maybe  now 
the  bourgeoisie  has  seen  the  light  and 
acquired  a conscience,  and  maybe  they 
will  reorder  their  priorities.  But  the  real- 
ity is,  it’s  the  same  old  racist  terror.  Bush 
has  unleashed  the  FBI  in  implementing 
what  he  calls  "weed  and  seed. " Blacks 
and  Hispanics  are  “weeds"  to  be  pulled 
up  and  thrown  in  jail.  And  the  "seeds." 
well,  the  “seeds”  are  the  so-called  re- 
training programs  for  nonexistent  jobs. 
One  of  the  proposals  that  Bush  was  cyn- 
ically floating  around,  at  the  Detroit  Eco- 
nomic Club  about  a month  ago.  was  one 
of  his  job-creating  proposals:  putting 
headlights  on  police  vehicles. 

The  Hoax  of  Black  Capitalism 

Now  there  are  those  who  push  the 
cruel  hoax  of  black  capitalism  as  the 
answer.  The  Crips  and  the  Bloods  were 
recently  up  in  Oakland  pushing  the  slo- 
gan. “Give  us  the  hammer  and  nails,  and 
we  will  rebuild  the  city."  They  want  $3.7 
million  to  get  rid  of  the  drug  dealing  and 
the  gang  warfare  and  they'll  bring  the 
schools  and  the  hospitals  to  South 
Central.  In  exchange  for  this,  they’re 
going  to  offer  themselves  up  as  a new 
force  to  police  the  area.  Because  they 
want  to  cash  in  on  the  L.A.  riots.  They 
want  to  be  able  to  establish  their  own 
businesses,  sell  their  gangs’  T-shirts. 

This  is  a far  cry  from  the  former  gang 
members  of  the  1960s  who  set  up  the 
Panthers  in  L.A.  The  radical  nationalist 
Black  Panthers  had  a gut  hatred  of  the 
system.  And  they  initially  fought  to 
remain  independent  of  the  bourgeois 
establishment,  as  opposed  to  the  cultural 
nationalists  who  pimped  off  the  War  on 
Poverty  programs.  Like  the  New  Left  as 
a whole,  though,  the  Panthers  were 
unable  to  find  their  way  to  the  integrated 
working  class,  which  is  the  only  social 
force  capable  of  bringing  about  genuine 
black  freedom. 

The  Crips  talk  about  a renaissance  of 
black  capitalism  out  of  the  ashes  of 
Korean  businesses.  And  they  look  to 
Louis  Farrakhan.  This  is  the  same  Far- 
rakhan who  wanted  Malcolm  X dead, 
who  praised  Hitler  as  a great  man,  and 
who  had  the  Klansman  Metzger  at  his 
meeting  in  1 985  in  this  city,  and  accepted 
money  from  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  This 
goes  back  a long  way.  to  the  Garvey 
continued  on  page  10 
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Sit-In  Victory  Against  Racist  Frats 


Georgia  State 
University 


ATLANTA — Georgia  State  University 
(GSU)  has  been  rocked  by  ’round  the 
clock  protests  against  the  racist  white 
fraternity  “brotherhood."  Last  summer, 
white  frats  partied  in  black  face.  All 
fall,  gay  students  have  been  harassed 
by  this  Klan-inspired  lot.  Finally,  the 
campus  boiled  over  when  racial  slurs 
were  painted  outside  the  entrance  of 
Kappa  Sigma,  a historically  white  fra- 
ternity now  pledging  a black  student. 
Efforts  by  the  administration  to  bury 
the  episode  by  suspending  one  lone  frat 
rat  blew  up  in  their  faces  when  60  stu- 
dents marched  out  of  a campus  "dia- 
logue” and  occupied  the  president's 
office  on  Friday,  November  6. 

On  Monday,  November  9,  the  sit-ins 
mushroomed  with  over  a hundred  pro- 
testers sealing  off  Sparks  Hall  from  the 
inside  while  another  75  shut  down  the 


cafeteria  and  classrooms.  The  adminis- 
tration was  forced  to  cancel  many  eve- 
ning classes  and  meet  several  of  the 
protesters’  demands,  including  the  im- 
mediate padlocking  shut  of  the  Sigma 
Nu  and  "Pikes"  fraternities.  Despite  the 
Black  Student  Association’s  attempt  to 
mire  the  protests  in  “go  it  alone"  black 
nationalism  and  homophobia,  united 
action  by  blacks,  gays  and  anti-racist 
whites  scored  a victory  at  GSU  and 
struck  a blow  against  the  perpetrators 
of  racist,  sexist  violence. 

The  Atlanta  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
has  actively  intervened  in  the  pro- 
tests at  GSU.  In  contrast  to  the  protests’ 
narrow  demands  (appealing  to  the 
administration  for  more  black  studies 
and  schemes  to  “sensitize"  racist  fra- 
ternity punks),  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  is  pushing  for  a citywide  dem- 
onstration against  racist  terror.  School 
bus  drivers — who  recently  went  toe  to 
toe  with  the  plantation  bosses  of  the 
Atlanta  School  Board — and  unionized 
transit,  health  care  and  city  workers 
are  a powerful  force  that  must  be 


mobilized  to  battle  racist  attacks. 

Against  illusions  in  appealing  to  the 
sellouts  down  at  Atlanta  City  Hall,  we 
pointed  out  that  it  is  precisely  these 
black  Democratic  front  men  for  Coca- 
Cola  capitalism  who  unleashed  the 
cops  in  the  racist  "war  on  drugs”  and 
four  years  ago  mobilized  an  army  to 
defend  the  Klan  against  anti-racist  pro- 
testers in  the  streets  of  Atlanta.  Last 
spring  they  ordered  the  cops  to  invade 
Atlanta  University,  where  black  stu- 
dents were  tear-gassed  and  beaten  back 
into  their  dormitories  for  protesting  the 
Rodney  King  verdict. 

In  January  1989,  many  GSU  stu- 
dents participated  in  an  exemplary 
display  of  labor/black  power  when 
they  responded  to  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee's  call  to  stop  the  KKK  from 
parading  in  downtown  Atlanta.  A city- 
wide action,  linking  students,  blacks, 
gays  and  immigrants  to  the  social 
power  of  labor,  would  have  an  electri- 
fying impact  in  combatting  the  racist 
climate  at  GSU  and  beyond.  Students: 
Ally  with  labor  to  smash  racist  attacks! 


Race  and 
Class... 

(continued  from  page  9) 
movement  in  the  ’20s.  because  the  KKK 
and  black  nationalists  have  a symmetri- 
cal program  of  maintaining  hard  racial 
lines,  in  order  to  be  able  to  exploit  the 
working  masses.  This  black  capitalist 
program  is  in  the  tradition  of  Booker  T. 
Washington. 

All  this  “empowerment"  rhetoric- 
matches  that  of  the  Reaganite  right,  from 
black  businesses  to  anti-drug  repression. 
They  blame  the  black  masses  for  the  rac- 
ist rulers'  genocidal  policies.  Now  the 
Nation  of  Islam  just  received  a contract 
from  the  Bush  administration,  from  the 
city  here,  to  operate  a security  force  in 
several  housing  projects,  as  they  earlier 
did  in  D.C.  They  really  are  on  a weird 
tangent.  This  is  a recent  issue  of  their 
newspaper,  “UFOs  and  the  New  World 
Order”  [The  Final  Call . 8 September). 
Farrakhan  went  up  into  outer  space  into 
this  space  vehicle  and  visited  Elijah 
Muhammad,  in  a vision.  And  these  peo- 
ple put  themselves  forward  as  leaders  of 
the  black  masses! 

But  there  is  more  dangerous  stuff  that 
I'd  like  to  talk  about.  Lately  a section 
of  the  black  intelligentsia  has  denounced 
anti-Semitism.  Black  liberal  professor 
Henry  Gates’  article  in  the  New  York 
Times  (“Black  Demagogues  and  Pseudo- 
Scholars,”  20  July]  on  black  anti- 
Semitism  caused  quite  a stir.  Because 
he  points  to  contemporary  black  nation- 
alists’ use  of  anti-Semitism  as  a batter- 
ing ram  and  a factional  club  against 
the  old-line  civil  rights  leadership  like 
the  NAACP  types.  This  anti-Semitism 
is  directed  mainly  at  young  black  intel- 
lectuals, to  isolate  them  from  social 
struggle  by  instilling  in  them  a defeat- 
ist, pessimistic  perspective  which  ac- 
cepts racist  segregation  and  strives  to 
rip  off  black  people.  Reportedly,  black 
students  at  UCLA  were  circulating  the 
infamous  "Protocols  of  the  Elders  of 
Zion,"  which  is  a tsarist  forgery  used 
historically  to  “prove"  a worldwide  Jew- 
ish conspiracy. 

Anybody  who  knows  anything  about 
the  ruling  class  in  this  country  knows 
that  it  is  an  Anglo-Saxon,  Protestant  rul- 
ing class.  Want  to  know  who  controls 
Hollywood?  You  want  to  know  who 
the  stockholders  are?  The  same  Anglo- 
Saxon  Protestants.  That’s  who  controls 
the  stocks.  Now  Gates  is  a liberal,  and 
he  glosses  over  the  fact  that  since  1967 
there  has  been  a rightward  motion  of  the 
Jewish  population.  Some  of  the  Zionists 
have  linked  hands  with  rabid  racists 
against  black  rights,  denouncing  our 
anti-fascist  mobilizations.  Moreover, 
people  like  Koch,  the  ex-mayor  of  New 
York,  and  the  Sulzbergers,  owners  of  the 
New  York  Times , have  more  than  their 
mouths.  They  have  command  of  the 
NYPD  and  access  to  the  highest  circles 
of  the  ruling  class.  And  they  regard  black 
and  Latino  youth  as  some  kind  of  ter- 
rorists to  be  treated  similar  to  West  Bank 
Palestinians. 

But  the  reality  of  black  anti-Semitism 
has  been  demonstrated  in  blood.  In 
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Crown  Heights  last  year,  black  youth  led 
by  rabid  anti-Semitic  black  nationalists 
like  Sonny  Carson  and  Reverend  Sharp- 
ton  were  obscenely  chanting  "Heil  Hit- 
ler!” in  the  aftermath  of  the  accidental 
death  of  a five-year-old  black  child,  run 
over  by  a Hasidic  Jew.  In  retaliation,  a 
Jewish  student  was  killed.  The  refor- 
mists, those  who  cheered  the  counter- 
revolutionary Yeltsin  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  anti-Communists  like  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization,  they 
capitulated  to  this.  It’s  no  accident, 
because  if  you  surrender  to  imperialism 
abroad,  you  won’t  stand  up  for  the  work- 
ing people  and  the  oppressed  here  at 
home. 

The  Communist  Party  declared  that 
anti-Semitism  among  blacks  is  a myth, 
it  just  doesn’t  exist.  This  is  not  surpris- 
ing. Look  at  them — they  defend  the  “red- 
brown"  bloc  in  the  Soviet  Union,  i.e.. 
the  bloc  between  the  so-called  Stalinist 
“patriots"  and  the  Russian  nationalist 
anti-Semites.  Again,  if  you  don’t  fight 
imperialism  abroad,  you  can’t  wage  class 
struggle  here  at  home. 

As  the  German  socialist  August  Bebel 
said  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  "anti- 
Semitism  is  the  socialism  of  fools."  It’s 
poison,  moreover.  It  helps  the  class 
enemy,  and  we  energetically  combat  it. 
Nationalism  is  a form  of  bourgeois  ide- 
ology. And  black  nationalism  in  this 
country  is  reactionary.  It’s  utopian.  It’s 
a consolation  prize.  A form  of  psycho- 
logical solace,  a withdrawal  from  the 
struggle  against  the  racist  status  quo. 

Link  Up  with  Fellow  Workers 
from  Japan  to  Mexico 

Blacks  are  a race-color  caste,  and 
there  is  no  separate  road  to  equality 
for  the  oppressed  black  masses  in  the 
U.S.  apart  from  an  integrated  class- 
struggle  fight  to  bring  down  this  cap- 
italist system.  A lot  of  the  ghetto 
youth  can’t  conceptualize  this.  It  sounds 
bizarre.  That’s  not  surprising,  because 
they  haven’t  seen  any  mass  social 
struggle.  And  the  racist  pro-capitalist 
trade-union  misleadership  has  not  only 
ignored  them,  it  has  presided  over  the 
destruction  of  unionized  manufacturing 
plants,  which  has  devastated  millions 
of  workers’  lives.  And  they  have  repeat- 
edly stabbed  in  the  back  several  hard- 
fought  strikes. 

But  this  bureaucracy  is  very  brittle  and 
it’s  widely  despised.  And  it  is  not  iden- 
tical with  the  union  movement,  which  is 
based  on  millions  of  working  men  and 
women.  There  have  been  several  militant 
strikes  in  the  past  decade — the  PATCO 
air  controllers.  Greyhound  bus  drivers. 
Hormel  meatpackers,  Pittston  miners. 


and  recently  also  the  Teamsters  at  the 
Pittsburgh  Press  used  their  power 
through  mass  picketing  to  stop  the  scabs 
from  taking  their  jobs.  What  we  need 
to  fight  for  in  this  country  is  a 
class-struggle  anti-capitalist  leadership 
of  labor,  to  link  the  factories  with 
the  ghettos  and  the  barrios,  to  build  a 
fighting  revolutionary  party,  to  provide 
revolutionary  leadership  for  the  present 
and  the  coming  class  battles. 

Now  there’s  been  a lot  of  talk  about 


the  North  American  Free  Trade  Pact — 
NAFTA  Both  Bush  and  Clinton  sup- 
port this  fraud.  NAFTA  has  nothing 
to  do  with  free  trade,  but  rather  it  rep- 
resents sharpening  interimperialist  rival- 
ries. What  it  furthers  is  sharpened 
competition  on  the  part  of  various 
imperialist  powers,  the  U.S.  imperialists 
particularly  against  their  Japanese  and 
German  imperialist  rivals.  So  now  we 
have  rival  trading  blocs  which  really 
presage,  prefigure,  a third  imperialist 
world  war.  Moreover,  it  will  mean 
massive  U.S.  investment  and  super- 
exploitation in  Mexico.  The  arrogant 
Yankee  imperialists  are  planning  to  step 
up  their  violation  of  Mexico’s  sover- 
eignty. They  already  assert  and  exer- 
cise their  "right"  to  kidnap.  And  the 
Customs  Service  has  said  that  it  will 
enter  Mexico  to  search  for  illegally 
labeled  goods. 

The  UAW  (United  Auto  Workers) 
bureaucracy  opposed  this  agreement  on 
racist,  protectionist  grounds.  For  these 
job-trusting,  chauvinist  agents  of  capital, 
it’s  all  right  that  Mexican  workers 
remain  objects  of  the  most  vicious 
exploitation  by  U.S.  and  Mexican  multi- 


national corporations,  because  after  all. 
"they  steal  American  jobs.”  This  is  rac- 
ist poison,  we  say  outright.  It  led  to 
the  murder  of  Chinese  American  Vin- 
cent Chin  in  Detroit,  in  1983.  by  a white 
foreman  and  his  stepson,  who  mis- 
took him  for  a Japanese  and  beat  him  to 
death  with  a baseball  bat,  saying  that 
he  was  the  reason  why  they  were  out 
of  work.  We  fight  for  a socialist  future 
in  which  there  is  an  international 
exchange  of  goods  and  services  to  the 


fullest  extent  possible.  This  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  bourgeois  nation-state 
is  obsolete. 

There  have  been  opportunities  to 
organize  joint  revolutionary  struggle 
with  our  class  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Mexico  against  the  U.S.  and  Mexican 
bourgeoisies.  The  recent  Volkswagen 
strike  in  Mexico  is  a good  example. 
There’s  a 1 .600-mile  common  border  be- 
tween the  U.S.  and  Mexico.  That’s  also 
why  the  strike  of  the  Mexican  drywall 
workers  in  Southern  California  is  so 
important.  They  form  a human  bridge 
with  the  proletarians  in  Mexico,  and  they 
could  be  the  spark  for  working-class 
struggle. 

What’s  needed  is  common  class  strug- 
gle. to  raise  the  wages  and  working  con- 
ditions of  Mexicans,  Canadians  and  U.S. 
workers.  The  pro-capitalist  labor  bureau- 
crats hate  international  struggle  like  the 
plague,  because  they  fear  for  their 
comfortable  do-nothing  positions.  They 
worry  about  the  U.S.  capitalists'  "com- 
petitiveness.” and  they  enlist  the  workers 
into  the  drive  for  interimperialist  war. 
The  “AFL-CIA”  can  get  it  up  to  funnel 
money  to  counterrevolutionary  “unions” 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 
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Striking  Latino  drywall  workers  in  Southern  California:  immigrant  workers  are 
a human  bridge  uniting  Mexican  proletariat  with  U.S.  workers. 


Gould... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

consolidation  of  this  conservative  stra- 
tum. The  fact  that  Stalin  had  to  ruthlessly 
purge  and  murder  all  the  Bolshevik  cad- 
res who  had  led  the  October  Revolution 
should  be  sufficiently  sanguinary  evi- 
dence of  the  gulf  between  the  bureauc- 
racy and  Marxism.  Trotsky  characterized 
the  Soviet  Union  under  Stalinist  rule  as 
a degenerated  workers  state  and  called 
for  a proletarian  political  revolution  to 
restore  soviet  democracy. 

The  October  Revolution  was  an  enor- 
mous leap  forward  for  mankind — the 
first  time  that  the  proletariat  took  state 
power  in  its  own  name.  Such  a conquest 
had  to  be  defended;  Trotsky  and  the  Left 
Opposition  fought  the  degeneration  of 
the  revolution,  and  they  fought  to  un- 
conditionally defend  the  Soviet  Union 
against  counterrevolution,  despite  and 
against  Stalin.  The  Soviet  system  hardly 
developed  in  a bell  jar.  The  Civil  War 
of  1918-20,  in  which  14  foreign  armies 
invaded  the  young  Soviet  republic,  dev- 
astated the  country.  A generation  later 
the  Nazi  invaders  killed  27  million 
Soviet  citizens  and  turned  much  of  Rus- 
sia into  scorched  earth.  Twice  the  econ- 
omy was  rebuilt  on  socialized  property 
forms,  despite  the  constant  capitalist 
economic  pressure,  most  recently  mani- 
fested in  a colossal  arms  race  designed 
to  bankrupt  the  Soviet  economy. 

In  the  absence  of  soviet  workers 
democracy,  the  planned  economy  could 
only  go  so  far.  As  Trotsky  predicted, 
when  the  period  of  extensive  growth 
under  Stalin  gave  way  to  the  need  for 
intensive  development,  for  qualitative 
improvements  in  productivity,  the  bu- 
reaucratic "command"  economy  began 
to  founder.  Congenitally  hostile  to  pro- 
moting the  spread  of  revolution  interna- 
tionally, the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  finally 
saw  no  way  out  but  the  introduction  of 
market  relations.  Under  Gorbachev  the 
bureaucracy  scuttled  central  planning  as 
a conscious  choice.  The  result  of  aban- 
doning planning  in  a planned  ec  onomy, 
however  bureaucratically  distorted,  was 
economic  chaos  that  spurred  the  drive 
for  power  by  emerging  capitalist  forces. 
Compounding  that  problem  are  the  con- 
sequences of  the  fragmenting  'l6f  the 
USSR;  the  economy  had  been  organized 
on  an  all-Union  basis. 

Today  various  Stalinist  remnants  are 
arguing  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  a 
"failed  model  of  socialism,"  the  result 


of  the  proletariat  seizing  power  in  back- 
ward Russia.  This  completely  abstracts 
the  question  from  its  historical  context. 
Amid  the  carnage  of  the  First  World  War, 
the  imperialist  chain  broke  at  its  "weak- 
est link,"  in  Lenin's  words.  The  key  to 
the  Russian  Revolution  was  the  con- 
scious factor:  the  Bolshevik  Party,  rooted 
in  the  working  class  and  with  a program 
for  proletarian  power.  In  contrast,  that 
very  "contingent”  factor  was  lacking  in 
Germany — the  Communist  Party  there 


was  only  constituted  in  December  1918, 
and  it  proved  inadequate  in  the  1923 
revolutionary  crisis.  Had  the  German 
proletariat  made  its  October,  subsequent 
history  would  have  been  very  different. 
The  isolation  of  the  Soviet  Union  would 
have  been  broken  and  the  way  opened 
for  socialist  revolutions  throughout 
Europe,  cutting  off  the  consolidation  of 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy.  And  a certain 
Austrian-born  corporal  would  have  spent 
the  rest  of  his  days  hanging  out  in 
Munich  beer  halls. 

But  that's  not  the  way  it  worked  out, 
and  mankind  has  suffered  greatly  with 
the  outcome.  Gould’s  essay  cites  Marx’s 
aphorism  from  The  Eighteenth  Brumaire 
that  “Men  make  their  own  history,  but 
they  do  not  make  it  just  as  they  please." 
He  might  also  have  included  the  rest  of 
the  sentence:  "they  do  not  make  it  under 
circumstances  chosen  by  themselves,  but 
under  circumstances  directly  encoun- 
tered, given  and  transmitted  from  the 
past." 

“Punctuating  to  a Better  Place” 

Gould  astutely  observes  that  "Russia 
is  presently  in  the  midst  of  a punctuation 


that  must  soon  resolve  itself  in  one  way 
or  another — into  some  form  of  promise 
or  prosperity,  or  some  species  of  chaos 
and  dissolution.”  In  his  own  way. 
Gould  sees  something  that  we  have 
insisted  on  since  Yeltsinite  counter- 
revolution gained  the  ascendancy  in 
August  1991:  that  this  ushered  in  an 
unstable  interregnum.  From  our  state- 
ment then  that  Moscow  workers  should 
have  torn  down  Yeltsin’s  barricades,  to 
our  call  for  workers  committees  to  seize 


control  over  food  supplies  last  winter, 
we  have  called  for  workers  political 
revolution  to  sweep  away  the  capitalisl- 
restorationist  regimes  and  place  the  pro- 
letariat in  power. 

Gould  reports  on  the  economic  and 
social  disintegration  in  the  rush  to  cap- 
italist counterrevolution;  this  is  apparent 
even  in  his  anecdotal  observations  from 
July  1992.  Institutes  and  museums  are 
closed  for  lack  of  rubles  to  pay  the  staff; 
people  meet  in  impromptu  market  areas 
desperately  seeking  otherwise  unobtain- 
able items.  The  cataclysmic  descent  into 
the  “free  market"  has  already  provided 
such  capitalist  virtues  as  homelessness, 
unemployment,  street  crime  and  the  col- 
lapse of  medical  care.  The  New  York 
Times  (4  October)  reports  that  60  percent 
of  Soviet  children  now  have  rickets. 
According  to  the  bourgeois  sages,  these 
and  other  ills  are  related  to  the  pre- 
vious Communist  (Stalinist)  regime’s 
environmental  crimes,  but  rickets  is  not 
due  to  mercury  or  PCBs — it  is  due  to 
malnutrition : the  lack  of  vitamin  D. 

Gould  has  done  great  service  in  his 
voluminous  writings  debunking  wrong- 
headed and  outright  racist  ideas  found 


in  the  scientific  literature,  noting  that 
scientists  are  influenced  by  the  domi- 
nant ideologies  of  the  societies  in  which 
they  live.  In  The  Mismeasure  of  Man 
he  states: 

"Scientists  needn’t  become  explicit  apol-  » 
ogists  for  their  class  or  culture  in  order 
to  reflect  these  pervasive  aspects  of 
life.  I believe  that  science  must  be 
understood  as  a social  phenomenon,  a 
gutsy,  human  enterprise,  not  the  work 
of  robots  programmed  to  collect  pure 
information." 

Yet  when  considering  the  situation  in 
Russia.  Gould  himself  is  held  in  thrall 
by  the  triumphalism  of  bourgeois  anti- 
communism. He  takes  the  "pure  infor- 
mation” of  the  Soviet  collapse  to  assert 
the  failure  of  Marxism. 

Gould  applies  contingency  to  human 
society  in  a mechanistic  fashion,  down- 
playing the  role  of  consciousness,  his- 
torically and  materially  conditioned. 
Human  beings  are  not  snails.  In  the 
October  Revolution,  accident  played  its 
role,  yet  it  was  the  greatest  achieve- 
ment of  human  consciousness  playing 
itself  out  on  the  stage  of  history.  We 
Trotskyists  seek  the  revival  of  the  lib- 
erating goals  of  the  October  Revolu- 
tion, not  only  in  the  former  USSR,  but 
across  the  planet.  Socialism  will  make 
modern  technique,  science,  culture  and 
education  available  to  all,  with  a corre- 
sponding explosion  in  creative  human 
achievement. 

In  the  end,  Gould  offers  what  amounts 
to  a pious  hope.  “Perhaps  we  will  punc- 
tuate to  a better  place."  Or  maybe  not. 
Rejecting  the  mechanistic  determinism 
which  he  falsely  ascribes  to  Marx.  Gould 
opts  for  what  is  essentially  a religious 
outlook,  hoping  that  “accident"  will  be 
beneficial.  But  the  “punctuation"  could 
be  very  negative:  instead  of  evolution, 
there  could  be  involution,  or  a cataclys- 
mic descent  into  barbarism.  It  is  upon 
the  resolution  of  the  crisis  of  proletarian 
leadership  that  the  future  of  humanity 
depends. 

We  have  enjoyed  Gould’s  articles  in 
the  past  and  we  look  forward  to  more. 
Regarding  Marx  and  the  Soviet  devel- 
opments. his  conclusions  are  impres- 
sionistic. Can  he  apply  to  those  questions 
the  scientific  approach  he  applies  in  his 
own  field?  As  Plekhanov  said  of  the  mis- 
conceptions of  Italian  Marxist  philoso- 
pher Antonio  Labriola:  “We  should  be 
very  glad  if  it  were  so:  it  is  pleasant  to 
have  intelligent  people  agree  with  you. 
And  if  he  did  not  agree  with  us,  regret- 
fully we  would  repeat  that  this  intelligent 
man  is  mistaken."  ■ 


Moscow, 
7 November  1991: 
Trotskyists 
protest  closing  of 
Lenin  Museum. 
ICL  sign  calls 
for  “Return  to  the 
Road  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky.” 
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like  Solidamosc,  loved  by  the  Vatican 
and  Reagan.  They  are  specialists  in  bust- 
ing up  left-led  unions  in  Europe  and 
Latin  America.  But  as  rabid  defenders 
of  American  imperialism,  they  turn  their 
backs  on  the  working  class  abroad  just 
like  they  do  here  at  home.  To  carry  out 
our  urgent  task  requires  building  a class- 
struggle  leadership,  to  link  up  with  our 
fellow  workers  from  Japan  to  Mexico 
to  Canada,  against  the  common  class 
enemy. 

Return  to  the  Communism  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky! 

Unlike  the  rest  of  the  left,  we  were 
not  in  a hurry  to  declare  the  Soviet  Union 
dead.  We  have  called  on  the  multina- 
tional Soviet  working  class  to  form 
authentic  soviets  and  sweep  away  the 
counterrevolutionary  Yeltsin  regime  and 
reforge  the  Soviet  Union  on  Leninist 
principles.  Against  the  Yeltsinites,  the 
Russian  nationalist  anti-Semites  and  the 
Stalinist  patriots  who  are  in  a “red- 
brown”  bloc  with  them,  we  fight  for  the 
return  to  the  communism  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky,  co-leaders  of  the  Bolshevik 
Party  and  founders  of  the  Soviet  workers 
state.  The  reformist  left  internationally 
capitulated  to  the  capitalist  counterrev- 
olutionaries. At  the  time  of  the  Yeltsin 
countercoup,  we  called  on  the  Moscow 
working  class  to  clean  out  the  black  mar- 
keteer scum  and  the  yuppies  and  the  fas- 
cist rabble  and  the  priests  on  those 
barricades. 


In  Germany,  we  were  the  only  organ- 
ization in  the  international  workers 
movement  to  oppose  capitalist  reunifi- 
cation. We  fought  for  a revolutionary 
program  and  we  continue  to  fight  the 
effects  of  counterrevolution.  Fascist 
mobs  have  been  firebombing  immigrant 
hostels,  murdering  and  maiming  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Fourth  Reich  of  German 
imperialism.  The  pogrom  assaults  today 
in  Germany  against  the  immigrants  are 
reminiscent  of  the  pogrom  assaults 
against  Jews.  Now  the  Roma  and  the 
Sinti — the  Gypsies — are  to  be  deported. 
The  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Ger- 
many has  fought  for  labor/immigrant 
mobilizations  to  smash  the  rampaging 
skinhead  terrorists. 

In  the  U.S.,  the  struggle  of  the  black 
masses  historically  has  been  to  enter 
society  on  an  egalitarian  basis;  to  smash 
the  racist  barriers  fostered  by  the  white 
capitalist  ruling  class  in  this  country.  To 
further  their  black  capitalist  ambitions, 
nationalists  have  endorsed  sexually  and 
racially  segregated  schools  for  black 
people  and  other  minorities,  under  the 
guise  of  promoting  self-esteem  and 
empowerment.  And  guess  what?  Bush 
endorses  this.  For  separate  is  never 
equal.  The  racist  rulers  have  no  use  for 
this  generation  of  working-class  and 
minority  youth.  Increasingly  education 
is  a class  privilege. 

There  definitely  is  an  alternative  to 
the  bankrupt  program  of  pro-capitalist, 
pro-Democratic  Party  liberalism  and 


dead-end  black  separatism  which  have 
led  to  countless  defeats.  That  program 
is  revolutionary  integrationism,  the 
class-struggle  road  to  black  freedom 
and  working-class  emancipation.  As  we 
wage  the  fight  for  an  egalitarian  socialist 
order,  we  must  defeat  all  attempts  of  the 


exploiters  and  their  lackeys  to  block  the 
road  of  mobilizing  the  integrated  labor 
movement  under  the  leadership  of  the 
integrated  revolutionary  party  on  behalf 
of  all  of  the  oppressed.  Proletarians  of 
all  countries,  unite — you  have  nothing 
to  lose  but  your  chains!  ■ 
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womans  varouard 


Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


Race  and  Class  in  the 
“New  Wor Id  Order" 


The  following  speech  hy  Sparlacist 
League  Central  Comm  it  tee  member  Don 
Alexander,  given  in  Los  Angeles  on 
October  9,  is  condensed  and  edited  for 
publication. 

In  the  course  of  Clinton's  presidential 
campaign,  he  took  off  on  one  occasion 
to  sign  a death  warrant  to  put  to  death 
a brain-damaged  black  man.  He  showed 
up  at  one  of  Jesse  Jackson’s  meetings 
to  denounce  the  nationalist  demagogue 
Souljah.  which  was  a bombshell  for 
Jackson,  because  he  was  caught  off 
guard.  This  election,  they've  taken  away 
Jesse  Jackson’s  perks,  they  won’t  let  him 
even  at  the  back  of  the  bus.  And  you 
can  be  sure  that  he's  not  going  to  be 
running  around  giving  “I  am  somebody” 
speeches  anytime  soon,  no  matter  how 
loyal  he  was  to  his  racist,  capitalist  mas- 
ters This  is  all  he  gets.  He  chose  his 
class  loyalties  a long  time  ago. 

Now  the  reformists  and  so-called 
progressive  black  Democrats  like  Jack- 
son  or  Ron  Dellums  up  in  the  Bay  Area, 
they  talk  about  a "New  Deal.”  But  it's  a 
raw  deal,  and  it  has  always  been,  for  the 
masses  of  black  people  and  oppressed 
in  this  country.  The  anti-Bush  pro- 
Democratic  Party  popular  front  they 
seek  to  create  is  the  same  old  class- 
collaborationist  trap  which  is  designed 
to  chain  the  working  people  and  the 
black  masses  to  the  political  parties  and 
state  of  their  most  murderous  enemies. 
It’s  designed  to  prevent  the  building 
of  an  integrated  revolutionary  party  in 
this  country  that  could  bring  down 
capitalism. 


The  capitalists  and  their  executive 
committee,  the  government,  are  haunted 
by  the  spectre  of  integrated  class  strug- 
gle. That’s  the  meaning  of  the  multiracial 
revolt  here  last  May  which  blew  a gaping 
hole  in  their  so-called  "New  World 
Order.”  The  explosion  of  mass  discon- 
tent and  outrage  at  the  racist  acquittal  of 


the  cops  who  beat  Rodney  King  within 
an  inch  of  his  life  shook  this  country. 
And  it  scared  the  racist  rulers  who  know 
damn  well  that  they're  guilty  for  the 
intolerable  oppression  of  millions  of 
people. 

This  explosion  in  the  “New  World 
Order”  comes  after  over  a decade  and  a 


half  of  unrestrained  capitalist  greed. 
Over  25  years  after  the  Watts  explosion, 
conditions  are  even  worse  now.  Here  in 
this  city,  which  is  supposedly  the  capital 
of  the  Pacific  Rim,  minimum-wage,  non- 
union jobs  and  terrible  living  conditions 
are  the  lot  for  the  superexploited  Asian 
continued  on  page  9 


Spartacist  Pamphlets-Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle 


A Spartacist  Pamphlet 


On  the  M 
Civil  Rights! 
[ Movement 


Black  History 
and  the  j 
Class  Struggle1 


From  Malcolm  X to  the 
Los  Angeles  Upheaval 

Now  Available — Issue  No.  2:  An  appreciation  of 
“Malcolm  X:  Courageous  Fighter  for  Black  Liberation." 
and  “SNCC:  Black  Power’  and  the  Democrats,”  No.  2 
in  this  series  focuses  on  the  civil  rights  movement. 

Must  reading  for  all  students  of  this  crucial  period  and 
today’s  fighters  for  black  liberation. 

Just  Out — Issue  No.  9:  The  verdict  in  the  Rodney  King 
case  threw  a spotlight  on  the  racial  oppression  at  the 
root  of  this  capitalist  society.  No.  9 in  this  Spartacist 
pamphlet  series  explores  the  significance  of  America’s 
first  “interracial  riot,"  25  years  after  the  ghetto 
explosions  that  shook  America. 

Single  copies  of  Issue  No.  2,  $.75;  Issue  No.  9,  $1 

Make  checks  payable  to/mail  to; 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 
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Stalinism-Gravedigger  of  the  Revolution 


How  the 

Soviet  Workers  State 


Was  Stranaled 


For  Socialist  Revolution  to 
Sweep  Away  Yeltsin  Counterrevolution! 


November  7 marked  the  75th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  But 
the  workers  state  erected  by  the  Bolshe- 
vik power,  far  and  away  the  greatest  con- 
quest of  the  international  proletariat  and 
a momentous  leap  forward  for  humanity, 
did  not  survive  its  75lh  year.  The  period 
of  open  counterrevolution  ushered  in  by 
Boris  Yeltsin’s  pro-imperialist  counter- 
coup in  August  1991  has,  in  the  absence 
of  mass  working-class  resistance,  cul- 
minated in  the  creation  of  a bourgeois 
state,  however  fragile  and  reversible. 
The  task  facing  the  Soviet  proletariat 
today  is  socialist  revolution  to  restore 
proletarian  power  and  reforge  the  Soviet 
Union  on  the  foundation  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  internationalism. 

The  ascendancy  of 
Yeltsin  and  capitalist- 
restorationist  forces 
backing  him  was  a 
pivotal  event  in  deter- 
mining the  fate  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  but  it 
was  not  conclusive. 
In  our  August  1991 
article,  “Soviet  Work- 
ers: Defeat  Yeltsin- 
Bush  Counterrevolu- 


tion!". which  was  immediately  trans- 
lated into  Russian  and  distributed  in  over 
100,000  copies  throughout  the  Soviet 
Union,  we  wrote  that  workers  mobili- 
zations should  have  cleaned  out  the 
counterrevolutionary  rabble  on  Yeltsin’s 
barricades,  thus  opening  the  road  to  pro- 


letarian political  revolution.  As  a result 
of  Yeltsin's  victory: 

“The  first  workers  state  in  history, 
sapped  and  undermined  by  decades  of 
Stalinist  bureaucratic  misrule,  lies  in  tat- 
ters. The  state  power  has  been  fractured, 
the  Communist  Party — its  bureaucratic- 
core — shattered  and  banned  from  the 


KGB  and  amied  forces,  the  multinational 
union  is  ripping  apart  as  one  republic 
after  another  proclaims  secession. 

“But  while  Yeltsin  & Co.  now  see  a 
clear  field  to  push  through  a forced- 
draft  reintroduction  of  capitalism,  the 
outcome  is  not  yet  definitively  decided. . . . 
Opposition  from  the  factories  against 
the  ravages  of  capitalist  assault  could... 
prevent  the  rapid  consolidation  of 
counterrevolution." 

— WV  No.  533.  30  August  1991 
In  the  interim  there  was  no  decisive 
action  to  stop  that  consolidation.  Politi- 
cally atomized  by  nearly  70  years  of 
Stalinist  usurpation  of  political  life,  par- 
alyzed by  the  CIA-supported  pro- Yeltsin 
"free  trade  unions”  and  the  virulent 
chauvinist  poison  of  numerous  Stalinist 
remnants,  the  multinational  Soviet  work- 
ing class  has  been  overwhelmed  by 
the  counterrevolutionary  tide.  The  Yel- 
tsin regime  seized  the  advantage  to  tear 
away  at  every  vestige  of  the  Soviet  degen- 
erated workers  state  and  push  through 
the  piecemeal  consolidation  of  the  coun- 
terrevolution. Quantity  has  now  turned 
into  quality. 

But  the  situation  cannot  long  continue 
as  it  is.  For  Yeltsin  and  other  restora- 
tionists  to  nail  down  a solid  capitalist 
continued  on  page  6 


In  Response  to  Crown  Heights  Verdict 


Zionists  Seek  Race  War  in  NYC 


The  Brooklyn  neighborhood  of  Crown 
Heights  has  erupted  again,  after  a jury 
of  blacks.  Hispanics  and  whites  returned 
a verdict  of  “not  guilty"  on  October  29 
in  the  case  of  a black  youth  charged 
with  the  murder  of  Yankel  Rosenbaum. 
Rosenbaum,  a member  of  the  ultra- 
orthodox Lubavitcher  Hasidic  sect,  was 
stabbed  by  a gang  of  black  youths  in 
August  1991  during  the  explosion  of 
rage  after  a seven-year-old  black  child, 
Gavin  Cato,  was  struck  down  and  killed 
by  a reckless  driver  in  the  entourage 
of  Lubavitcher  head  Rabbi  Menachem 
Schneerson. 

For  three  days  that  August,  anger  raged 
in  this  neighborhood  of  largely  Carib- 
bean blacks.  Over  2,000  cops  flooded 
into  Crown  Heights.  After  the  stabbing 
of  Rosenbaum,  the  cops  picked  up  17- 
year-old  Lemrick  Nelson  Jr.  and  charged 
him  with  murder.  The  killing  of  Yankel 
Rosenbaum  was  a vicious  racist  crime. 
But  the  case  that  the  prosecution  took 
to  a Brooklyn  jury  over  a year  later  was 
based  purely  on  the  testimony  of  the 


NYPD  racist  killers.  Nelson's  defense 
attorney  was  able  to  point  to  glaring 
inconsistencies  in  the  cops’  testimony, 
and  the  jury  voted  for  acquittal.  One  juror 
summed  up  what  every  New  Yorker 
knows — "The  police  were  not  honest.” 
But  the  right-wing  Zionists  don’t  care — 
they  wanted  a guilty  verdict,  guilty  or 
not. 

After  the  verdict,  a dean  of  the  NYU 
Medical  School  pointed  to  the  "outra- 
geous medical  neglect”  that  contributed 
to  Rosenbaum’s  death  that  night  at  Kings 
County  Hospital — neglect  that  the  black 
and  Hispanic  poor  of  Brooklyn  are  also 
routinely  subjected  to.  The  29-year-old 
scholar  died  two  hours  after  he  was 
admitted,  because  of  what  one  doctor 
called  peripheral  lung  injuries  “that 
should  not  kill  anyone  in  1991.” 

Now  Zionist  leaders  and  right-wing 
politicians  like  Ed  Koch  and  Brooklyn 
councilman  Noach  Dear  have  seized 
on  the  verdict  to  launch  a provoca- 
tive escalating  campaign  for  race  war 
in  New  York  City.  The  day  after  the 


The  Workers  State  and 
Proletarian  Consciousness 

Leon  Trotsky  emphasized  time  and  again 
that  Stalinism  was  leading  the  Soviet  Union 
to  ruin,  opening  the  floodgates  to  capitalist 
restoration.  In  his  definitive  analysis  of  the 
bureaucratic  degeneration  of  the  Soviet  work- 
ers state, The  Revolution  Betrayed,  he  posed 
the  question:  "Will  the  bureaucrat  devour  the 
workers'  state,  or  will  the  working  class  clean 
TROTSKY  up  the  bureaucrat?"  The  subjective  factor,  the 

consciousness  and  organization  of  the  work- 
ing masses,  was  key  to  defending  the  gains  of  October,  just  as  the  leadership  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky's  Bolsheviks  was  key  in  leading  the  struggle  for  power  in  1917.  In  the 
absence  of  a revolutionary  party  grounded  in  an  internationalist  perspective,  the  workers 
state  would,  sooner  or  later,  succumb  to  capitalist  counterrevolution. 

The  proletarian  revolution  not  only  frees  the  productive  forces  from  the  fetters  of 
private  ownership  but  also  transfers  them  to  the  direct  disposal  of  the  state  that  it  itself 
creates.  While  the  bourgeois  state,  after  the  revolution,  confines  itself  to  a police  role, 
leaving  the  market  to  its  own  laws,  the  workers’  state  assumes  the  direct  role  of 
economist  and  organizer.  The  replacement  of  one  political  regime  by  another  exerts 
only  an  indirect  and  superficial  influence  upon  market  economy.  On  the  contrary,  the 
replacement  of  a workers’  government  by  a bourgeois  or  petty-bourgeois  government 
would  inevitably  lead  to  the  liquidation  of  the  planned  beginnings  and,  subsequently, 
to  the  restoration  of  private  property.  In  contradistinction  to  capitalism,  socialism  is  built 
not  automatically  but  consciously.  Progress  towards  socialism  is  inseparable  from  that 
state  power  that  is  desirous  of  socialism  or  that  is  constrained  to  desire  it.  Socialism 
can  acquire  an  immutable  character  only  at  a very  high  stage  of  its  development,  when 
its  productive  forces  have  far  transcended  those  of  capitalism,  when  the  human  wants 
of  each  and  all  can  obtain  bounteous  satisfaction  and  when  the  state  will  have  com- 
pletely withered  away,  dissolving  in  society.  But  all  this  is  still  in  the  distant  future. 
At  the  given  stage  of  development,  the  socialist  construction  stands  and  falls  with  the 
workers’  state. 

The  inevitable  collapse  of  Stalinist  Bonapartism  would  immediately  call  into  question 
the  character  of  the  USSR  as  a workers’  state.  A socialist  economy  cannot  be  con- 
structed without  a socialist  power.  The  fate  of  the  USSR  as  a socialist  state  depends 
upon  that  political  regime  that  will  arise  to  replace  Stalinist  Bonapartism.  Only  the 
revolutionary  vanguard  of  the  proletariat  can  regenerate  the  soviet  system,  if  it  is  again 
able  to  mobilize  around  itself  the  toilers  of  the  city  and  the  village. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “The  Workers’  State,  Thermidor  and  Bonapartism” 
(February  1935) 
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verdict,  a mob  of  500  Satmar  Hasidim 
set  upon  five  black  and  Hispanic  teen- 
agers in  the  Williamsburg  area  of 
Brooklyn.  The  same  day,  400  mem- 
bers of  the  Lubavitcher  sect  gathered 
on  Ocean  Parkway,  the  dividing  line 
between  the  Hasidic  and  black  commu- 
nities in  Crown  Heights.  When  a black 
veteran  of  World  War  II  appealed  to  them 
that  "We  rescued  you  from  the  concen- 
tration camps!”.  Hasidic  racists  shouted 
taunts  of  “You  go  back  to  Africa.” 

There  are  more  sinister,  and  more 
powerful,  forces  pushing  for  race  war 
than  the  isolated  Lubavitchers.  Right- 
wing  Zionists  in  NYC  are  still  seething 
over  the  acquittal  last  year  of  an  Egyp- 
tian in  the  death  of  Zionist  Meir  Kahane, 
founder  of  the  fascistic  Jewish  Defense 
League.  In  Israel,  on  the  second  anni- 
versary of  Kahane's  death,  his  followers 
in  "Kahane  Chai”  threw  a grenade  into 
a crowded  marketplace  in  Arab  East 
Jerusalem,  killing  one  Palestinian  and 
wounding  a number  of  others.  In  Crown 
Heights  they  paraded  with  JDL  slogans 
like  "Every  Jew  a .22.”  Schoolchildren 
were  given  placards  reading  “Execute 
Nelson  Now." 

Certified  racist  pig  and  former  mayor 
Ed  Koch  went  to  Crown  Heights  to  whip 
up  racist  hatred,  appearing  at  a Novem- 
ber 1 rally  of  4.500  with  vigilante  Guard- 
ian Angel  punk  Curtis  Sliwa,  Senator  AI 
D’Amato,  and  former  federal  prosecutor 
and  mayoral  candidate  Rudy  Giuliani. 
“Wanted  for  Murder"  posters  of  black 
mayor  David  Dinkins  were  handed  out. 
Koch  rails  about  the  “physical  fear 
because  of  black  violence”  and  declares, 
"We  are  on  the  cusp  of  a white,  which 
includes  Jewish,  exodus"  (New  York 
Times,  19  November). 

The  Zionists  think  they  can  treat 
blacks  in  New  York  like  Palestinians  on 
the  West  Bank.  But  this  is  a dangerous 
illusion.  Moreover,  with  their  racist 
provocations  the  Zionists  are  fueling 
powerful  reactionary  forces  which  are 
not  exactly  “friends  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple.” When  anti-Semites  like  Mississippi 
governor  Kirk  Fordice  and  the  likes  of 
David  Duke  proclaim  the  U.S.  a “Chris- 
tian nation.”  they  have  Jews  as  well  as 
blacks  in  their  sights. 

But  the  Zionists  poison  the  possi- 
bility of  common  Jewish/black  struggle 
against  the  fascists,  as  they  seek  to  whip 


up  race  war.  On  November  9,  Rabbi  Avi 
Weiss  led  a march  on  Grade  Mansion, 
his  followers  shouting  racist  slurs  and 
carrying  a coffin  "fitted  to  the  contours 
of  Mayor  David  N.  Dinkins"  (New  York 
Times,  9 November).  They  took  out  a 
full-page  ad  in  the  Times  ten  days  later 
to  escalate  their  campaign  of  race-hate. 
On  November  12.  Noach  Dear  stormed 
into  a City  Council  meeting  demanding 
that  it  condemn  the  verdict,  and  then 
denounced  black  councilwoman  Mary 
Pinkett  as  an  “anti-Semite”  when  she 
refused  to  knuckle  under.  Pinkett  said  of 
Dear  that  he  was  trying  to  "out-JDL  the 
JDL." 

Who  stands  to  benefit  from  the  re- 
peated bouts  of  race  and  ethnic  hatred 
are  the  WASP  Wall  Street  bankers  who 
really  do  rule  NYC.  and  their  killers  in 
blue.  Just  two  months  ago,  10,000  armed 
police  besieged  City  Hall  in  an  ominous 
display  of  racist  cop  bonapartism  aimed 
at  black  mayor  Dinkins.  Now  the  media 
is  full  of  accounts  of  a recent  case  of  a 
black  plainclothes  transit  cop  who  was 
shot  at  2/  times  by  his  white  colleagues 
who  "thought  he  was  a mugger."  But 
they  are  silent  about  the  long  list  of  black 
and  Hispanic  victims  of  the  NYPD. 

After  the  killing  of  Gavin  Cato,  the 
anger  of  black  Crown  Heights,  espe- 
cially against  the  police,  was  criminally 
misdirected  by  nationalist  demagogues 
like  Sonny  Carson  and  AI  Sharpton  into 
hideous  anti-Semitic  attacks  on  the  Lu- 
bavitch  community  and  individual  Jews. 
Black  youths  marched  on  synagogues 
chanting  “Heil  Hitler!”  It  is  only  the  rac- 
ist oppressors  who  benefit  from  blacks 
and  Jews  going  at  each  other's  throats. 

Even  more  grotesquely,  in  the  wake 
of  the  murder  of  Yankel  Rosenbaum, 
supposed  leftists  like  the  defunct 
“Fourth  Internationalist  Tendency”  actu- 
ally applauded  such  attacks  (see  “Crown 
Heights:  FIT  Panders  to  Pogromists,” 
WV  No.  538,  8 November  1991).  In  this 
they  only  aid  the  bourgeoisie  in  diverting 
the  anger  of  black  youth  away  from  the 
cops  and  the  racist  rulers  of  this  country. 

As  we  wrote  in  “Death  in  Crown 
Heights”  in  August  1991:  “It’s  going  to 
take  hard  class  struggle  and  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party  to  defend  the  myr- 
iad communities  which  make  up  this 
country,  and  to  win  a future  for  an  entire 
generation  of  youth.”  ■ 


Partisan  Defense  Committee  Benefits 


Holiday  Appeal  for 
Class-War  Prisoners 


Come  to  a Fundraising  Party! 

Music  • Dancing  • Food 


Saturday,  Dec.  5,  10  p.m. 

Please  call  for  information 
(404)  659-0251 


Sunday,  Dec.  6,  3-7  p.m. 

UE  Hall 

37  S Ashland  Ave 
For  information:  (312)  663-0719 


ATLANTA 


CHICAGO 


Sunday,  Dec.  13,  1-4  p.m. 

The  Firehouse,  Fort  Mason  Ctr 
Marina  at  Laguna 
For  information  (510)  839-0852 


Friday,  Dec.  18,  5-9:30  p.m. 

Wetlands 

161  Hudson  (at  Laight) 

For  information  (212)  406-4252 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


NEW  YORK 


Tickets:  $5  advance,  $8  at  door,  $10  contributing 

(A  $10  ticket  includes  a subscription  to  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes  lor  one  year.) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Victory  to  the  Cal  TA  Strike! 


UC  Berkeley,  November  20:  Picket  lines  on  second  day  of  AGSE  teaching 
assistants  strike. 


UC  Berkeley, 
Santa  Cruz 

Picket  lines  went  up  at  the  University 
of  California  at  Berkeley  on  November 
19  as  teaching  assistants  organized  in 
the  Association  of  Graduate  Student 
Employees  (AGSE)  walked  off  the  job 
to  demand  union  recognition.  Facing  a 
$225  million  budget  shortfall,  the  arro- 
gant UC  administration  lavished  a pay 
raise  on  Berkeley  chancellor  Tien  on 
the  eve  of  the  strike  while  sneering 
that  TAs — who  carry  60  percent  of  the 
course  load — are  students,  not  employ- 
ees. And  a $650  tuition  hike  was  just 
announced! 

United  action  by  students,  faculty  and 
campus  workers  is  needed  to  defeat  the 
university’s  union-busting,  fee-hiking 
frenzy.  The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  is  out 
on  AGSE  picket  lines  urging,  "Picket 
Lines  Mean  Don’t  Cross!’’  and  “On 
Strike  Means  Shut  It  Down!" 

On  Monday,  November  23,  teaching 
assistants  at  UC  Santa  Cruz  also  struck 
and  a mass  picket  of  300  people  (in- 
cluding many  undergraduates)  went  up. 
Campus  bus  drivers  honored  the  lines 
and  other  campus  workers  found  their 
contractual  “no  strike”  clauses  made 
them  too  ill  to  report  to  work.  Strike 
support  meetings  at  Santa  Cruz  are  held 
off  campus,  as  they  should  be — not 


behind  picket  lines,  like  at  Berkeley!  A 
student  sit-in  against  fee  hikes  earlier 
this  month  politicized  the  Santa  Cruz 
campus  and  ended  with  a police  attack 
on  the  protesters. 

Unfortunately,  at  Berkeley  few  under- 
graduates walk  the  lines,  and  the  other 
campus  unions  have  told  their  members 
to  go  on  working  during  the  strike.  The 
AGSE  bureaucrats  are  responsible  for 


this  widespread  scabbing.  They  view  the 
picket  line  merely  as  a pressure  tactic 
on  "friends"  in  the  state  legislature  and 
administration.  While  appealing  for  a 
class  boycott,  they've  yet  to  try  to  build 
pickets  to  shut  it  down! 

Working  overtime  to  undermine  the 
picket  lines  at  Berkeley  are  the  scabby 
"socialists"  in  the  misnamed  Revolution- 
ary Workers  League.  Active  class  treason 


is  a tradition  and  principle  for  the  per- 
nicious RWL.  The  very  first  issue  of 
their  newspaper  carried  a front-page 
defense  of  scabbing  on  the  1977  clerical 
workers  strike  in  Ann  Arbor,  using  the 
nauseating  argument  that  to  risk  their 
own  jobs  by  honoring  picket  lines 
would  "deprive  the  clerical  struggle  of 
leadership.” 

At  Berkeley,  the  RWL  reincarnat- 
ed itself  as  the  “Ad  Hoc  Committee  for 
a Campus-Wide  Strike”  and  issued  a 
leaflet  calling  for  a strike  support 
"strategy"  meeting — to  be  held  on  the 
struck  campus!  RWLers  hysterically 
harangued  AGSE  strikers,  urging  them 
to  leave  the  picket  lines  to  build  sup- 
port among  scabbing  students!  The 
strikers  stayed  at  their  posts  and  the 
RWL  blithely  waltzed  across  the  class 
line. ..again. 

Meanwhile,  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  which  always  capit- 
ulates to  whatever  pressure  they  feel  the 
most,  intended  to  break  the  strike  and 
have  their  national  honcho,  Ahmed 
Shawki,  give  a speech  on  Malcolm  X on 
the  struck  campus.  Whining  that  "the 
union  leadership  says  it’s  OK,”  the  ISO 
canceled  the  forum  at  the  last  minute 
after  grueling  confrontations  with  Spar- 
tacus Youth  Club  members  on  the  picket 
line.  Imagine  what  Malcolm  X would 
have  said  about  scab  “socialists"  who 
honor  the  battle  lines  of  struggle  only  at 
their  convenience! 

We  say:  Picket  Lines  Mean  Don't 
Cross'.  Victory  to  the  TA  Strike' m 
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Spartacist  Pamphlets-Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle 


police  chief.  Willie  L.  Williams,  black 
front  man  for  the  racist  rulers.  Los 
Angeles  is  near  the  edge  again,  as  the 
feds  plan  to  “retry"  the  four  cops  in  the 
Rodney  King  case  who  were  acquitted  in 
the  Simi  Valley  state  court.  That  the 
federal  “prosecutors”  are  on  the  same 
class  side  as  the  racist  L.A.  cops  was 
shown  by  a "leak"  of  the  prosecutors’ 
"secret”  strategy  papers  to  the  defense. 
While  the  racist  cops  may  get  off  again, 
a verdict  is  expected  shortly  in  the  trial 
of  three  black  youth  charged  in  the 
despicable  beating  of  while  truck  driver 
Reginald  Denny  during  the  riots. 

And  in  Detroit,  black  people  with 
signs  calling  to  "Jail  the  Killer  Cops!" 
and  "Avenge  Malice  Green!”  have  been 
protesting  the  cop  murder  of  a black 
motorist  there  on  November  3.  Green  got 
the  Rodney  King  treatment,  and  died 
after  being  dragged  from  his  car  and 
beaten  by  the  cops.  With  mounting  anger 
in  the  city,  the  authorities  rushed  to  indict 
the  cops  in  the  hope  of  heading  off  a 
social  explosion.  From  L.A.  to  Detroit, 
we  need  to  forge  a revolutionary  party 
that  will  act  as  a tribune  of  all  the 
oppressed  in  leading  the  working  class 
to  power  and  putting  an  end  to  racist 
ruling-class  terror  once  and  for  all.  ■ 


LOS  ANGELES— Six  months  after  L.A. 
exploded  in  outrage  over  the  acquittal 
of  the  cops  who  nearly  beat  Rodney  King 
to  death,  racist  cop  terror  is  still  raging 
unabated  against  the  black  and  Latino 
population.  At  1 a.m.  on  November  9, 
nine  bullets  were  pumped  into  the  chest 
of  an  18-year-old  Latino  youth,  Efrain 
L6pez,  who  held  nothing  in  his  hands 
but  a broomstick.  The  trigger-happy 
killer  cop.  Neil  Goldberg,  is  from  the 
notorious  Foothill  Division  station,  the 
same  one  the  cops  who  beat  Rodney 
King  worked  out  of.  L6pez’  mother  had 
flagged  down  a patrol  car  in  the  hope  of 
getting  help  to  subdue  her  unruly  son. 
But  all  she  got  was  a tragic  reminder  of 
how  the  LAPD  treats  non-whites  in  this 


city.  To  the  ruling  class  of  this  country, 
blacks  and  Latinos  are  surplus  popula- 
tion, and  their  hired  henchmen  treat  them 
as  such. 

Students  and  community  members 
erupted  in  a series  of  angry  protests.  On 
Wednesday.  November  11,  a contingent 
from  the  Cal  State  Northridge  chapter  of 
the  Chicano  student  group  MEChA 
joined  a crowd  of  150  people  in  front  of 
the  police  station.  Protesters  faced  a 
brick  wall  that  was  hurriedly  built  after 
the  upheaval  last  spring  to  protect  this 
infamous  station  from  the  just  outrage 
of  future  demonstrators.  On  Monday, 
November  16,  about  75  people,  mostly 
family,  friends  and  neighbors  of  the  vic- 
tim, returned  to  the  station  to  protest 


Family  and 
friends  of 
Efrain  Lopez 
protest  LAPD 
killer  cops. 


again,  after  an  open  casket  wake  which 
sharpened  everyone’s  sense  of  loss  and 
injustice. 

The  murder  of  Efrain  Lopez  is  only 
the  latest  in  a string  of  atrocities  presided 
over  by  Darrell  Gates’  replacement  as 


From  Malcolm  X to  the 
Los  Angeles  Upheaval 

Now  Available — Issue  No.  2:  An  appreciation  of 
“Malcolm  X:  Courageous  Fighter  for  Black  Liberation." 
and  "SNCC:  Black  Power'  and  the  Democrats."  No  2 
in  this  Spartacist  pamphlet  series  focuses  on  the  civil 
rights  movement.  Must  reading  for  all  students  of  this 
crucial  period  and  today’s  fighters  for  black  liberation. 

Just  Out— Issue  No.  9:  The  verdict  in  the  Rodney  King 
case  threw  a spotlight  on  the  racial  oppression  at  the 
root  of  this  capitalist  society  No  9 in  this  series 
explores  the  significance  of  America's  first  "interracial 
riot,"  25  years  after  the  ghetto  explosions  that  shook 
America. 

Single  copies  of  Issue  No.  2,  $.75;  Issue  No.  9,  $1 
Make  checks  payable  to/mail  to: 

Spartacist  Pub.  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 
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Leftists.  Unions  Protest 

Nazi  Murder  Attacks  in  Germany 


Spartakisl 

Spartakist  Workers  Party  contingent  in  protest  against  the  racist  pogrom 
in  Rostock,  August  29.  Banner  of  the  Committee  for  Social  Defense  says, 
“Workers/Immigrants:  Stop  the  Nazis  Now!" 


BERLIN,  November  23 — The  continu- 
ing wave  of  terror  by  bands  of  fascist 
killers,  kindled  by  the  capitalist  reunifi- 
cation of  Germany,  reached  a frenzy  last 
weekend  with  the  brutal  murder  of  five 
people.  In  response  there  have  been 
counterattacks  by  militant  leftists  and 
spontaneous  anti-fascist  demonstrations, 
including  the  hesitant  beginnings  of 
action  by  the  trade-union  movement. 
The  Spartakist  Workers  Party  is  fighting 
for  worker/immigrant  mobilizations  to 
crush  the  fascist  terrorists. 

On  Friday  night,  November  20, 
27-year-old  squatter  Silvio  Meier  was 
knifed  to  death  by  a clot  of  Nazis  in 
Berlin.  He  and  some  friends  were  going 
to  a disco  when  they  came  across  the 
fascists  at  an  East  Berlin  subway  stop. 
When  the  squatters  went  after  the 
Nazi  punks,  they  were  stabbed  amid 
shouts  of  “leftist  pigs!"  Silvio  died  from 
wounds  to  the  lungs,  while  his  two 
friends  were  taken  to  the  hospital  with 
severe  injuries. 

One  of  the  attackers  wore  a patch  pro- 
claiming “I’m  Proud  to  Be  a German." 
As  Silvio’s  friends  wrote  of  this  fascist 
slogan  the  next  day  in  a leaflet  titled 
"Rage  and  Mourning”:  “This  stands  for 
the  pogroms'in  Rostock,  Mannheim  and 
elsewhere,  for  the  murders  of  Nguyen 
Van  Tu  in  Marzahn,  of  Antonio  Amadeu 
in  Eberswalde,  of  Thorsten  Lamprecht 
in  Magdeburg,  of  Mete  Eksi  in  Charlot- 
tenburg,  of  almost  30  people  since 
1990.” 

Then,  on  Sunday  night,  Nazis  in  the 
west  German  town  of  Molln,  in  the  state 
of  Schleswig-Holstein  near  Hamburg, 
staged  an  arson  attack  on  two  houses, 
murdering  a family  of  Turkish  immi- 
grants: 51 -year-old  Bahioy  Arslan,  her 
10-year-old  grandchild  Yeliz  Arslan  and 
her  14-year-old  niece  Atze  Yilmaz.  Min- 
utes after  firebombs  were  thrown,  fas- 
cists called  the  police,  claiming  credit 
and  crying,  “Heil  Hitler!”  The  Turkish 
family  had  been  living  and  working  in 
Germany  for  six  years.  Nine  others  were 
wounded  in  this  murderous  attack  on  the 
immigrants'  houses. 

It  also  became  known  last  week- 
end that  a 53-year-old  worker,  who  had 
called  some  skinheads  in  a pub  "Nazi 
swine,"  was  kicked  to  a pulp  by  the  fas- 
cists with  their  military  boots,  drenched 
with  schnapps  and  then  lit  afire.  The  inn- 
keeper whipped  up  the  attack,  saying  the 
man  was  a Jew,  and  then  helped  to  hide 
the  body,  which  was  later  dumped  in  the 
Netherlands. 

Also  this  weekend,  a former  official 
of  the  Italian  Communist  Party  who  has 
been  working  in  Germany  for  27  years 
was  attacked  in  his  apartment  by  Nazis. 
In  the  space  of  two  days,  rightists  fired 
guns  into  a squatters  community  in 
Rathenow,  firebombed  a refugee  home 
in  Schoningen,  and  threw  a hand  grenade 
into  a home  for  refugee  children  in  Ham- 
burg. In  Rostock,  scene  of  the  anti-Roma 
(Gypsy)  pogrom  last  August,  a dozen 
skinhead  toughs  roamed  through  the  city 
smashing  cars  and  terrorizing  passers- 
by.  Today  another  Turk  was  reportedly 
knifed. 

At  the  same  time,  in  various  towns  of 
the  ex-DDR  (East  Germany),  left-wing 
youth  have  responded  by  going  after  the 
fascist  killers.  In  Brandenburg,  there  was 
a street  fight  between  skinheads  and  left- 
ists, leaving  one  injured  on  each  side.  In 
Rudolstadt.  leftists  took  a bat  to  one  of 
the  rightist  scum.  And  in  Erfurt,  a group 
of  two  dozen  leftist  radicals  broke  up  a 
neo-Nazi  bar. 

The  bourgeois  press  is  comparing 
these  clashes  between  leftists  and  right- 
ist thugs  with  the  latter  days  of  the 
Weimar  Republic.  The  comparison  is 
greatly  overstated,  and  its  purpose  is  to 


strengthen  the  repressive  apparatus  of 
the  capitalist  state.  Thus  after  months  of 
pointedly  ignoring  rightist  attacks,  the 
Verfassungsschutz  (Office  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  the  Constitution)  suddenly  inter- 
vened in  the  investigation  of  the  Molln 
attack. 

Meanwhile,  federal  chancellor  Kohl 
has  threatened  to  declare  a "state  emer- 
gency” in  order  to  "modify”  (eliminate) 
the  constitutional  right  to  asylum,  thus 
handing  the  Nazis  a victory  in  their  "for- 
eigners out"  drive.  And  federal  interior 
minister  Seilers  is  calling  for  limitations 
on  the  right  to  demonstrate. 

Some  Social  Democratic  (SPD) 
spokesmen  and  the  ex-Stalinist  PDS 
(Party  of  Democratic  Socialism)  are  call- 
ing for  banning  right-wing  "extremist" 
organizations.  But  as  the  Marxist  anal- 
ysis of  the  state  explains,  and  historical 
experience  shows,  such  measures  will 
inevitably  be  used  mainly  against  the 
left. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  mass 
united-front  working-class  mobilization, 
to  bring  out  the  social  power  of  workers 
and  immigrants  against  the  Nazis  and  to 
defend  refugees.  This  is  the  program 
Leon  Trotsky  repeatedly  called  for  in 
the  early  1930s,  as  the  Social  Democrats 


and  Stalinists  let  Hitler  march  to  power 
unhindered. 

As  the  murder  of  Silvio  Meier  became 
known,  there  was  a spontaneous  march 
of  several  hundred  protesters  on  Satur- 
day evening.  On  Sunday,  some  5,000 
marched,  mostly  semi-anarchist  Auto- 
nome  and  squatters,  to  denounce  the 
Nazi  murder.  The  SpAD  marched  under 
a red  banner  calling  to  “Stop  the  Nazis 
with  Workers  United-Front  Action!  Full 
Citizenship  Rights  for  Immigrant  Work- 
ers and  Their  Families!”  Spartakist  signs 
recalled  how  the  SPD  former  mayor  of 
Berlin.  Momper,  had  unleashed  the  fed- 
eral border  police  against  East  Berlin 
squatters  in  November  1990. 

During  the  demonstration,  Aulonome 
repeatedly  physically  attacked  the  Spar- 
takist contingent  and  attempted  to  de- 
stroy SpAD  signs  and  banners,  because 
they  consider  workers  to  be  just  as 
reactionary  as  the  fascists.  However, 
the  Spartakists  stood  their  ground,  and 
a number  of  immigrants  and  groups 
helped  in  the  successful  defense  of  the 
SpAD  contingent.  The  Spartakists  also 
defended  a small  group  of  TKP-ML 
Turkish  Maoists  who  were  attacked. 
"Down  with  anti-communist  censor- 
ship!” the  SpAD  chanted. 


The  blind  anti-working-class  sectoral- 
ism  of  the  Aulonome  is  downright  sui- 
cidal. The  Nazis  are  the  reserve  troops 
of  the  Fourth  Reich,  who  have  flourished 
on  the  nationalist  breeding  ground  of 
capitalist  reunification.  They  cannot  be 
fought  with  impotent  declarations  of 
“rage"  any  more  than  with  popular-front 
demonstrations  headed  by  racist  politi- 
cians concerned  about  "the  image  of 
Germany  abroad."  The  fascist  scum 
won’t  be  defeated  by  random  brawls,  and 
certainly  not  by  anti-communist  assaults. 

In  recent  weeks,  tens  of  thousands  of 
youth  have  gone  into  the  streets  to  pro- 
test not  only  against  Nazi  attacks  but 
also  against  the  parliamentary  debate 
over  gutting  the  right  to  asylum,  includ- 
ing the  vile  role  of  the  SPD  in  the  rac- 
ist anti-immigrant  popular  front  (see 
“Germany:  Mass  Outrage  Over  Fascist 
Terror,"  WV  No.  563,  13  November). 
These  youth  must  be  won  to  fight  for 
the  independent  mobilization  of  the 
working  class,  including  the  key  com- 
ponent of  immigrant  workers,  who  are 
increasingly  the  target  of  the  fascist 
attacks.  This  is  the  program  of  the  SpAD. 

In  fact,  the  unions  are  feeling  intense 
pressure  to  act.  A demonstration  yester- 
day in  Berlin  which  attracted  some  5,000 
people  was  called  by  the  DGB  (German 
trade-union  federation),  as  well  as  the 
Alternative  Slate/Greens  and  immigrant 
groups.  There  were  union  contingents 
with  shop  stewards  and  factory  council 
members,  notably  from  the  teachers 
union,  and  a delegation  of  metal  workers. 

Teachers  union  representatives  said 
that  after  the  Rostock  pogroms,  the 
phones  at  DGB  headquarters  were  ring- 
ing off  the  hook  with  requests  from  the 
plants  for  buses  to  take  protesters  to 
demonstrate  at  the  Baltic  port,  but  the 
DGB  tops  refused.  The  heavily  immigrant 
metal  workers  union  together  with  the 
OTV  public  employees  union  could  de- 
fend the  refugee  hostels  and  make  the  sub- 
ways secure  with  workers  defense  guards. 

The  Spartakist  Workers  Party  and 
the  International  Communist  League 
uniquely  fought  against  capitalist  reuni- 
fication of  Germany,  and  we  have  con- 
tinued to  fight  against  its  consequences, 
including  mass  unemployment,  attacks 
on  women’s  rights,  anti-Semitism  and 
racist  terror.  At  the  Berlin  protests,  the 
Spartakists  shouted  out:  "The  working 
class  will  avenge  Silvio  Meier!”  We  are 
fighting  for  socialist  revolution,  which 
will  sweep  away  the  fascist  plague  once 
and  for  all.  ■ 


Trotskyists  Say:  “Freedom  for  Erich  Honecker!” 


The  anti-Communist  show  trial  of  Erich  Honecker  and  other  leaders  of  the  former  DDR  (East  Germany)  opened  in 
Berlin  on  November  12.  Sections  of  the  International  Communist  League  protested  this  witchhunt  in  Paris  (left)  on 
November  7,  anniversary  of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  and  outside  the  courtroom  in  Berlin  (right)  The  Trotskyists 
declared:  “Defending  the  DDR  Was  Not  a Crime,  Selling  It  Out  Was,"  and  "Stalinism  Is  Dead,  Communism  Lives." 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


150,000  March  in 
Melbourne  Strike  Rally 


MELBOURNE — On  November  10,  over 
150,000  people  marched  through  the 
streets  here  and  rallied  outside  the 
parliament  building  (Melbourne  is  the 
capital  of  the  state  of  Victoria).  It  was 
one  of  the  biggest  demonstrations  seen 
in  Australia  since  the  Vietnam  antiwar 
protests.  This  was  the  culmination  of 
a day  of  statewide  strike  action  by 
some  800,000  workers,  including  tens 
of  thousands  of  teachers,  nurses  and 
public  employees,  as  well  as  maritime 
and  metal  workers.  Immigrant  and 
women  workers  were  a highly  visible 
part  of  this  massive  show  of  anger 
directed  at  the  declaration  of  war  on  the 
state’s  workers  and  poor  by  the  newly 
elected  Liberal  Party  government  of  Vic- 
toria premier  Jeff  Kennett. 

After  years  of  escalating  unemploy- 
ment and  austerity  under  state  and  fed- 
eral Labor  Party  governments,  the  Tory 
Kennett  regime  has  announced  the  axing 
of  tens  of  thousands  of  government  jobs, 
along  with  savage  cuts  to  public  trans- 
port. education,  health  and  social  serv- 
ices. Kennett’s  battery  of  legislation 
aims  to  replace  existing  conditions  under 
existing  awards  (court-sanctioned  con- 
tracts between  unions  and  bosses)  with 
individual  contracts,  putting  everything 
up  for  grabs — holiday  and  sick  leave 
entitlements,  length  of  the  workweek, 
overtime  rates,  workers’  accident  com- 
pensation entitlements.  Massive  finan- 
cial penalties  are  planned  to  virtually 
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outlaw  ail  strikes  and  pickets. 

At  the  base  the  working  class  wanted 
to  respond  to  the  anti-labour  onslaught 
with  all-out  strike  action  to  defeat 
Kennett’s  plans.  But  the  union  bureau- 
crats, with  Victorian  Trades  Hall  Council 
(THC)  secretary  John  Halfpenny  at  the 
helm,  sabotaged  the  mobilisation  of  the 
full  power  of  labour  on  November  10. 
While  maritime  workers  went  out,  many 
workers  under  federal  awards  were  told 
to  stay  at  work,  including  the  strategi- 
cally placed  public  transport  workers. 
With  only  a third  of  the  workforce  on 
strike,  most  of  private  industry  as  well 
as  the  business  and  retail  heart  of  Mel- 
bourne continued  to  operate. 

After  years  of  gruelling  austerity,  job 
slashing  and  union-busting,  the  widely 
hated  federal  government  of  Australian 
Labor  Party  (ALP)  chief  Paul  Keating 
is  facing  electoral  defeat.  Halfpenny  and 
Australian  Council  of  Trade  Unions 
(ACTU)  bureaucrats  are  trying  to  divert 
workers’  anger  into  a campaign  to  get 
the  union-busting  Keating  government 
re-elected.  Thus  the  November  10  rally 
had  a real  popular-frontist  character, 
ranging  from  Halfpenny  and  his  reform- 
ist “left”  tails,  such  as  the  International 
Socialists,  to  assorted  church  hierarchies 
and  the  major  Melbourne  bourgeois 
daily,  the  Age. 

In  the  last  two  weeks,  comrades  of  the 
Spartacist  League/Australia  (SL/A)  have 
distributed  20,000  copies  of  a leaflet 
entitled  "From  Kennett  to  Keating,  Bury 
the  Union  Busters!”  which  declared: 

“It  is  going  to  take  hard  class  struggle 
that  stops  Kennett  and  Keating  in  their 
tracks,  and  it  has  to  be  organised  across 
(federal  and  state  award)  industries 
throughout  the  state  and  spread  nation- 
ally. For  a general  strike  that  closes  the 
stale  down  tight ! No  to  THC! ACTU  sell- 
out deals!  Throw  out  the  labour  traitors ! 
For  a class-struggle  leadership!  For  a 
working-class  offensive  that  rolls  back 
KennettlKeating's  union  busting  capital- 
ist austerity  and  job  slashing!" 

The  Australian  ruling  class  is  full  of 
triumphalism  over  the  imperialist  lie  of 
the  "death  of  communism."  But  caught 
in  the  grip  of  the  interimperialist  rivalry 
between  the  U.S.  and  Japan,  burdened 
with  debt  and  squeezed  by  its  interna- 
tional creditors,  it  is  driven  to  enor- 
mously increase  its  rate  of  exploitation 


of  the  working  class.  Long  gone  are 
the  years  when  the  mining-based  Aus- 
tralian economy — which  drew  fabulous 
profits  from  the  exports  to  the  major 
imperialist  powerhouses  of  Europe,  North 
America  and  Japan — could  generate 
sufficient  wealth  to  give  the  working 
class  a relatively  high  and  comfortable 
standard  of  living.  The  international 
crisis  which  has  hammered  these  coun- 
tries has  left  the  Australian  economy  a 
shambles. 

Labour  relations  in  Australia  are  gov- 
erned by  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
system — a corporatist  structure  which 
has  evolved  over  the  course  of  decades. 
The  courts  of  the  capitalist  state  regulate 
the  unions  in  every  sphere,  from  wages 
and  conditions  to  the  conduct  of  strikes 
to  the  election  of  union  officials  and 
the  disbursement  of  union  funds.  For 
years,  under  the  federal  Labor  Party 
governments  of  Robert  Hawke  and  now 
Paul  Keating,  the  Arbitration  Court- 
sanctioned  Accord  has  imposed  give- 
backs  and  job  slashing  which  have 
eroded  workers’  livelihoods  and  their 
organizations.  This  has  paved  the  way 
for  today’s  Tory  government  attacks.  The 
labour  fakers  have  turned  Karl  Marx's 
famous  observation  that  "the  working 
class  has  nothing  to  lose  but  its  chains" 
on  its  head — they  want  the  workers  in 
Arbitration  chains. 


The  Melbourne  strike  action  came  a 
year  after  the  one-day  general  strike  in 
New  South  Wales  (NSW)  against  then 
Tory  premier  Greiner’s  proposed  anti- 
union laws,  laws  which  nevertheless 
sailed  through  Parliament  and  stand 
today.  Now  the  ACTU  tops  are  planning 
a 24-hour  “day  of  protest”  on  November 
30,  designed  to  channel  the  spate  of 
strikes  and  workers'  actions  across  the 
country  into  the  “safe"  channels  of  ALP 
parliamentary  maneuvers.  As  workers 
from  the  wharves  to  the  mines  to  the 
metal  trades  are  demanding  and  trying 
to  organise  a fight,  as  the  state  of  Victoria 
is  racked  by  "rolling"  strikes  of  public 
transport,  hospital,  maritime,  and  other 
workers,  NSW  Trades  and  Labour  Coun- 
cil secretary  Michael  Easson  is  urging 
that  November  30  be  a day  of  "lunchtime 
rallies,  pamphlet  drops  and  prayers  for 
good  industrial  relations.”  Easson  has 
declared  that  “a  lot  of  people  wanted 
people  on  their  legs  in  the  street.  I 
wanted  them  on  their  knees"  ( Australian , 
12  November). 

Leon  Trotsky,  writing  in  the  1930s, 
accurately  captured  the  nature  of  such 
maneuverings  in  fake  general  strikes 
called  by  reformist  bureaucrats: 

“...the  leadership  of  the  strike  pre- 
viously. i.e.,  without  a struggle,  arrives 
at  an  agreement  with  the  class  enemy  as 
to  the  course  and  outcome  of  the  strike. 
The  parliamentarians  and  the  trade 
unionists  perceive  at  a given  moment  the 
need  to  provide  an  outlet  for  the  accu- 
mulated ire  of  the  masses,  or  they  are 
simply  compelled  to  jump  in  step  with 
a movement  that  has  flared  over  their 
heads.  In  such  cases  they  come  scurrying 
through  the  backstairs  to  the  government 
and  obtain  permission  to  head  the  gen- 
eral strike,  this  with  the  obligation  to 
conclude  it  as  soon  as  possible,  without 
any  damage  being  done  to  the  state 
crockery." 

— "The  ILP  and  the  Fourth 
International" 

(September  1935) 

The  power  of  the  Australian  working 
class  must  be  unleashed,  both  against 
capitalist  attacks  at  home  and  to  link  up 
with  workers’  struggles  internationally. 
Just  as  Australian  waterfront  workers 
once  fought  in  solidarity  with  the 
Indonesian  independence  struggle  in 
1946-48.  just  as  Australian  workers 
struck  against  the  dirty  losing  war  of  U.S. 
imperialism  and  its  Australian  junior 
partners  in  Indochina,  so  today  the  power 
of  Australian  mine  and  transport  workers 
could  be  brought  to  bear  in  strike  action 
against  the  mining  barons,  in  solidarity 
with  the  struggles  of  British.  South  Afri- 
can and  Fijian  mine  workers. 

But  this  means  centrally  a fight  to 
forge  a revolutionary,  internationalist 
leadership  in  struggle  against  the  pro- 
capitalist  social-democratic  fakers  of  the 
ALP.  and  for  independence  from  the  rac- 
ist Australian  capitalist  stale.  As  the 
SL/A  leaflet  stated: 

“Keating  and  Kennett  are  waging  a bi- 
partisan war  on  the  working  class  and 
poor.  It  is  desperately  necessary  to  forge 
a revolutionary  leadership  of  the  work- 
ing class  to  fight  for  a workers  govern- 
ment that  can  provide  jobs  and  a decent 
living  wage  and  life  for  working  people 
through  smashing  the  profit  system  root 
and  branch.... 

“For  revolutionary  class  struggle  on 
the  road  to  a racially  integrated  workers 
republic  of  Australia,  part  of  a socialist 
Asia!"  ■ 


[ 


/ 


ill 


lLL 


l 


ILL 


Marxist  Working-Class  Biweekly  of  the  Spartacist  League 


□ $3/3  issues  of 

Women  and  Revolution 


□ $7/24  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard 
(includes  English-language  Spartacist) 

□ New  □ Renewal  □ $2/4  issues  ol 

Espartaco  (en  espanol) 
(includes  Spanish-language 

□ $2/10  introductory  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  Spartacist) 


international  rates 

S25/24  issues— Airmail  S7/24  issues— Seamail 


Name 

Address. 


Apt.#. 


Phone(. 


City. 


State 


Zip. 


Make  chacka  payable/mall  to:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co.,  Bo*  1377  GPO,  Naw  York,  NY  10116 


27  NOVEMBER  1992 


5 


Mn  otkp««..t  Ui/iiojb . An, 
wnwranMCTHstcKofl  pecraepaMM*. 

COBBTCKHB  paOOHMBl 
flonoM  enbijNHCKo  OyweBCKyra 
NOHippeBOmollNIOl 


Workers  State 
Strangled... 


(continued  from  page  1 ) 


total  collapse,  the  government  has  been 
pumping  credits  into  industry:  the  state 
budget  deficit  is  escalating  to  a trillion 
rubles,  and  debts  of  industrial  enterprises 
are  over  2 trillion.  The  result  has  been 
hyperinflation,  variously  estimated  at  an 
annual  rate  of  14,000  percent  ( Moscow 
Times ) or  20,000  percent  (Commersant). 
In  the  month  of  October  alone,  the  ruble 
fell  by  half  its  value.  Since  January  the 
price  of  bread  has  climbed  on  the  order 
of  a hundredfold.  As  the  economy 
decomposes,  the  bulk  of  the  population 
teeters  on  the  brink  of  outright  starva- 
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served  its  bourgeois  masters  by  directly 
aiding  and  abetting  imperialist  revanch- 
ism in  seeking  to  destroy  the  conquests 
of  October.  Since  rising  to  power  over 
the  backs  of  the  Soviet  working  class 
through  a political  counterrevolution  in 
1923-24.  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  im- 
posed a suffocating  isolation  on  the  first 
workers  state,  suppressing  one  inter- 
national revolutionary  opportunity  after 
another.  In  the  name  of  building  "social- 
ism in  one  country."  the  Stalinists — 
through  terror  and  lies — methodically 
attacked  and  eroded  every  aspect  of  the 
revolutionary  and  internationalist  con- 
sciousness which  had  made  the  Soviet 
working  class  the  vanguard  detachment 
of  the  world  proletariat. 

The  isolated  workers  state  was  sub- 
jected to  the  unremitting  pressures  of 
imperialism,  not  only  military  encircle- 
ment and  an  arms  buildup  aimed  at  bank- 
rupting the  Soviet  economy,  but  also  the 
pressure  of  the  imperialist  world  market. 
As  Trotsky  wrote  in  The  Third  Inter- 
national After  Lenin:  "it  is  not  so  much 
military  intervention  as  the  intervention 
of  cheaper  capitalist  commodities  that 
constitutes  perhaps  the  greatest  imme- 
diate menace  to  Soviet  economy.” 
Although  the  planned  economy  proved 
its  superiority  over  capitalist  anarchy 
during  its  period  of  extensive  growth,  as 
the  need  for  quality  and  intensive  devel- 
opment came  to  the  fore  the  bureaucratic 
stranglehold  more  and  more  undermined 
the  economy.  Finally,  through  his  pere- 
stroika "market  reforms"  and  acquies- 
cence to  capitalist  restoration  throughout 
East  Europe,  Gorbachev  opened  wide  the 
floodgates  to  a direct  counterrevolution- 
ary onslaught  by  Yeltsin  & Co. 

The  bourgeoisie  and  the  Stalinists 
alike  have  long  sought  to  identify 
Lenin’s  October  with  Stalin's  conserva- 
tive bureaucratic  rule.  But  nationalist 
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Bloody  ethnic  conflicts  fueled  by  advancing  counterrevolution.  Above:  Burial 
of  an  Armenian  worker  massacred  in  Yerevan. 


geois  states  in  Russia,  the  Ukraine  and 
elsewhere  are  fragile,  isolated  and  inter- 
nally splintered.  They  do  not  rest  on  the 
solid  foundation  of  a cohered  capitalist 
class.  The  new  entrepreneurs  consist  of 
little  more  than  petty  speculators  and 
mafia  gangs,  while  sections  of  the  old 
industrial  hierarchy  of  factory  managers 
are  in  the  process  of  imposing  their 
weight.  The  armed  forces  are  bitter  and 
demoralized. 

The  only  thing  which  is  certain  in  the 
ex-USSR  today  is  increasing  uncertainty 
and  instability.  On  the  eve  of  the  Decem- 
ber 1 session  of  the  Congress  of  People’s 
Deputies,  Moscow  is  awash  with  rumors 
of  coups,  countercoups  and  “creeping 
coups."  Meanwhile,  Yeltsin  is  engaged 
in  furious  negotiations  with  Arkady 
Volsky,  head  of  the  powerful  indus- 
trialists’ party,  who  is  in  league  with 
the  militarist  Russian  vice  president 
Aleksandr  Rutskoi.  The  volatility  of  the 
present  situation  is  captured  in  the  recent 
electoral  victory  of  the  ex-Stalinist 
Democratic  Labor  Party  in  Lithuania, 
ousting  the  rightist  nationalist  Sajudis 
movement  from  office.  It  did  not  take 
long  for  the  realities  of  capitalist  immis- 
eration  to  drain  away  the  nationalist 
euphoria  which  had  intoxicated  the 
Lithuanian  people.  However,  the  new 
Lithuanian  leader  Brazauskas  reportedly 
has  the  same  economic  policies  as 
Volsky-Rutskoi. 

Meanwhile,  the  working  class  of  the 
ex-USSR  is  faced  with  one  assault  after 
another.  Society  is  disintegrating,  mass 
unemployment  looms.  Industrial  produc- 
tion has  dropped  18  percent  since  the 
beginning  of  1992,  while  investment  has 
plummeted  by  50  percent.  To  prevent  a 


tion.  Any  spark  could  set  off  the  tinder- 
box  on  which  Yeltsin  and  his  cohorts  sit. 

We  Trotskyists  of  the  International 
Communist  League,  who  have  fought 
tooth  and  nail  against  ascendant  coun- 
terrevolution. say:  Stalinism  is  dead,  but 
communism  lives — in  the  class  struggle 
of  the  world  proletariat  and  in  the  pro- 
gram of  the  revolutionary  vanguard.  The 
internationalist  program  through  which 
the  Soviet  Union  was  created  has  been 
carried  forward  under  the  banner  of  the 
Fourth  International.  It  is  the  Trotskyists 
uniquely  who  warned  that  the  continued 
stranglehold  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
over  the  Soviet  workers  state  would  lead 
to  the  destruction  of  October,  who  fought 
for  unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
Soviet  Union  against  imperialism  and 
counterrevolution,  and  called  on  the 
Soviet  proletariat  to  sweep  away  the 
Stalinist  excrescence  through  political 
revolution  while  there  was  still  time. 

The  “Russian  question"  has  been  the 
touchstone  for  revolutionaries  and  the 
defining  political  question  of  the  20th 
century.  Leading  up  to  the  Second  Inter- 
national Conference  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Internation- 
alist) earlier  this  autumn,  discussion 
focused  on  an  assessment  of  the  devel- 
opments in  the  former  Soviet  Union 
since  August  1991.  The  main  conference 
document  described  the  piecemeal  con- 
solidation of  a capitalist  state: 

"Recent  developments  continue  to  point 
in  a dire  direction.  Stories  abound  in  the 
press  of  ‘primitive  capitalist  accumula- 
tion,' i.e.,  theft:  Managers  and  former 
bureaucrats  are  scrambling,  using  all 
manner  of  shady  practices  to  get  their 
hands  on  socialized  property — encour- 
aged. abetted  and  advised  by  interna- 
tional imperialism.  The  recent  strike  by 


Faces  of  capitalist 
restoration:  Boris 
Yeltsin  (above)  and 
sometime  rivals 
Arkady  Volsky 
(right),  head  of  the 
Industrialists’ 
party,  and  Russian 
vice  president 
Aleksandr  Rutskoi 
(far  right). 


regime,  sooner  rather  than  later  a bloody 
reckoning  is  likely,  signaling  to  the 
masses  that  there  is  a new  order.  With 
explosions  of  struggle  by  workers  driven 
to  desperation,  or  even  without  them,  the 
nascent  bourgeois  forces  will  move  to 
impose  heavy-handed  order  through  a 
“strong  state."  The  recent  vicious  crack- 
down, using  Russian  OMON  riot  police, 
on  a strike  by  air  traffic  controllers  fore- 
shadows the  would-be  exploiters’  deter- 
mination to  repress  any  working-class 
resistance.  The  rising  racist  hysteria 
against  people  from  Central  Asia  and  the 
Caucasus  in  major  Russian  cities  creates 
the  climate  for  pogroms.  With  ethnic 
conflicts  brewing  on  a dozen  fronts  on 
the  periphery  of  the  Russian  republic, 
from  the  Baltics,  to  Abkhazia  in  Georgia 
and  the  Transdniester  in  Moldova,  to  the 
longstanding  nationalist  civil  war  be- 
tween Armenians  and  Azerbaijanis  in  the 
Caucasus,  the  possibility  of  a Yugoslav- 
style  fratricidal  bloodbath  is  all  too  real. 

The  Soviet  workers  state — which  once 
served  as  a beacon  for  the  exploited  and 
oppressed  of  this  globe,  which  destroyed 
Hitler's  Holocaust  machine,  which  for 
decades  kept  U.S.  imperialism  from 
turning  its  nuclear  arsenal  on  the  world’s 
semicolonial 'peoples — is  dead.  But  the 
class  struggle  is  not.  The  nascent  bour- 
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August  1991:  Plotters  of  “perestroika  coup”  kept  tanks  idling  in  Red  Square 
instead  of  sending  them  against  counterrevolutionary  HQ  at  Yeltsin's  White 
House.  ICL  statement  (right)  declared:  “Soviet  Workers:  Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush 
Counterrevolution!” 


air  traffic  controllers  in  the  Russian  fed- 
eration was  decisively  broken  by  the  Yel- 
tsin government  using  the  OMON  and  ele- 
ments of  the  MVD  and  KGB.  An  African 
student  at  Patrice  Lumumba  University 
was  shot  down  by  the  Moscow  militia 
amidst  a hysterical  racist  press  campaign. 
Tons  of  volumes  of  the  works  of  Marx. 
Engels  and  Lenin  are  being  destroyed  in 
a pure  ideological  anti-communist  frenzy." 

— "For  the  Communism  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky” 

The  conference  drew  a balance  sheet 
on  these  events  and  unanimously  en- 
dorsed a 26  September  document  which 
said:  "The  August  1991  events  (‘coup’ 
and  ‘countercoup’)  appear  to  have  been 
decisive  in  the  direction  of  development 
in  the  SU,  but  only  those  who  are  under 
the  sway  of  capitalist  ideology  or  its 
material  perquisites  would  have  been 
hasty  to  draw  this  conclusion  at  that 
time.”  It  resolved  “to  note  and  draw  con- 
clusions from  the  position  that  the 
degenerated  workers  state  of  Stalin  and 
his  heirs  has  been  destroyed." 

In  the  founding  program  of  the  Fourth 
International,  written  on  the  eve  of 
World  War  II,  Leon  Trotsky  wrote: 
“The  historical  crisis  of  mankind  is 
reduced  to  the  crisis  of  the  revolutionary 
leadership.”  This  crisis  of  proletarian 
leadership  is  no  less  acute  today.  To  the 
beleaguered  multinational  proletariat  in 
the  ex-USSR  and  socialist-minded  ele- 
ments in  the  army  and  intelligentsia,  we 
say:  the  key  task  facing  you  is  to  cohere 
a Leninist-Trotskyist  vanguard  party, 
forged  in  struggle  around  the  internation- 
alist program  which  led  your  forebears 
to  victory  in  1917. 


Why  Didn’t  the  Workers 
Rise  Up? 

The  working  class  of  the  ex-USSR  and 
the  world  proletariat  as  a whole  must 
digest  the  lessons  of  this  bitter  defeat. 
Since  1917,  the  social  democracy  has 
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Soviet  ICL  Supporter  on  Demise  of  USSR 


“Destruction  of  Workers’  Consciousness  Was  Key” 


Wc  publish  below  a translation  of 
the  remarks  at  the  Second  International 
Conference  of  the  International  Commu- 
nist League  by  comrade  Volodya  K. 

I think  the  key  reason  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  workers  slate  has  been 
the  destruction  of  the  consciousness  of 
the  proletariat,  a process  that  began  with 
Stalin’s  liquidation  of  Leon  Trotsky's 
Left  Opposition,  which  represented  the 
consciousness  of  the  working  class.  The 
tragedy  is  that  the  breakdown  of  Stalinist 
control  was  exploited  not  by  the  working 
class  for  its  own  end.  but  by  the  bour- 
geoisie for  its  own  purposes,  purposes 
for  which  they  actually  today  have  pre- 
cious little  support. 

In  August  1991  we  saw  some  decisive 
events.  The  question  was  posed:  whether 
the  bourgeoisie,  or  perhaps  more  accu- 
rately. whether  parts  of  the  Stalinist  bu- 
reaucracy. which  received  a death  blow, 
would  go  forward  to  consolidate  a bour- 
geois state,  or  whether  the  working  class 
would  step  in  for  its  own.  In  that  moment 
the  working  class  could  have  used  the 
opportunity  to  take  the  power,  but  in- 
stead the  "red-brown”  coalition  formed 
an  obstacle  to  that;  the  "red-brown"  coa- 


lition. which  in  no  way  is  opposed  to 
counterrevolution,  but  instead  is  against 
the  liberalization  of  Stalinist  rule. 

In  this  situation,  as  Trotsky  predicted, 
no  section  of  the  bureaucracy  was  capa- 
ble of  opposing  the  restoration  of  capi- 
talism. Instead,  they  simply  maneuvered 
to  be  able  to  occupy  the  best  place  within 
the  restoration  of  capitalism.  It’s  very 
important  to  acknowledge  that  a bour- 
geois state  has  been  established  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  But  it’s  also  important  to 
realize  that  this  is  far  from  stable,  it's 
very  weak.  This  represents  a transitional 
moment,  but  a transition  to  what? 

Today  there  is  massive  opposition  to 
the  post-countercoup  period.  The  immis- 
eration  and  the  impoverishment  of  the 
population  evokes  the  sharpest  hatred 
toward  Yeltsin,  but  there  is  no  left  oppo- 
sition to  guide  this.  The  opposition  that 
does  exist  today  only  stands  for  a strong 
state.  They  share  the  idea  that  commu- 
nism is  an  impossible  utopia.  They  are 
orienting  for  a strong  state,  a strong  state 
based  on  capitalism. 

But  as  the  Yeltsin  regime  is  incapable 
of  introducing  stable  capitalism,  the 
bourgeoisie  is  very  weak.  Weak,  because 


it’s  without  capital  backing.  The  only 
way  that  strong  capitalism  can  be  estab- 
lished is  through  nationalism  and  vicious 
anti-working-class  repression,  as  we 
have  just  seen  in  connection  with  the  air 
traffic  controllers.  The  creation  of  this 
National  Salvation  Front  that  the  com- 
rades know  about — should  that  Front 
come  to  power,  that  would  represent 
another  decisive  blow  against  the  work- 
ing class. 

All  these  Stalinists  who  think  that  it’s 
they  who  are  manipulating  the  national- 
ists, the  so-called  “patriots."  in  a tem- 
porary bloc,  a bloc  by  which  they  can 
simply  turn  the  clock  back  to  before 
perestroika,  are  deluding  themselves.  In 
fact  what  they  are  doing  is  paving  the 
way  for  the  establishment  of  a corporate 
and  fascistic  dictatorship.  It’s  a very  dan- 
gerous illusion  to  delude  oneself  into 
thinking  that  there  are  forces  now  in  the 
territory  of  the  former  Soviet  Union 
capable  of  fighting  against  this  counter- 
revolution. In  fact,  all  of  these  coalitions 
delude  themselves  with  the  fact  that  after 
the  National  Salvation  Front  comes  to 
power,  then  they  can  resurrect  their  own 
power.  It  repeats  the  bragging  of  the  Ger- 


man CP  in  1933,  who  said,  "After  Hiller, 
us.’’  It’s  a suicidal  policy. 

What  is  the  real  perspective  that  we 
see  before  us?  Concretely,  we  have  a 
task — to  coalesce  the  nucleus  of  a rev- 
olutionary workers  party.  This  means  a 
battle  against  the  capitalists,  the  existing 
bourgeois  government.  This  means  a 
socialist  revolution.  Otherwise,  if  we  fail 
in  this,  there  will  be  consolidated  a bour- 
geois corporatist  state.  The  key  thing  is 
to  explain  to  the  working  class  that  this 
policy  of  supporting  the  “national  patri- 
ots" as  a temporary  tactic  is  suicidal. 
Once  these  "national  patriots"  come  to 
power,  the  working  class  will  get  noth- 
ing, will  get  shit  from  these  people.  If 
we  don’t  succeed  in  our  propaganda  in 
this,  then  this  is  what  the  working  class 
will  receive. 

Now  just  a few  words  about  timing. 
I believe  that  prior  to  the  unification  of 
Germany,  in  the  Soviet  Union  there  was 
a possibility  for  ICL  intervention,  at  the 
time  when  the  debates  and  discussions 
were  about  the  true  heroes  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  of  the  October  Revolution, 
and  not  today’s  idiocy  about  how  all  is 
swell  in  the  West.  ■ 


Stalinism  is  the  antithesis  of  Leninist 
internationalism.  The  Soviet  degener- 
ated workers  state  (and  the  deformed 
workers  states  which  later  arose  on  the 
Stalinist  model)  was  a historic  anomaly, 
resulting  from  the  isolation  of  econom- 
ically backward  Russia  and  the  failure 
of  proletarian  revolution  to  spread  to  the 
advanced  imperialist  countries.  Stalin- 
ism represented  a roadblock  to  progress 
toward  socialism.  As  Trotsky  wrote  in 
"Not  a Workers'  and  Not  a Bourgeois 
State?”  (November  1937): 

"That  which  was  a ‘bureaucratic  defor- 
mation' is  at  the  present  moment  prepar- 
ing to  devour  the  workers’  state,  without 
leaving  any  remains,  and  on  the  ruins  of 
nationalized  property  to  spawn  a new 
propertied  class.  Such  a possibility  has 
drawn  extremely  near.” 

While  the  Stalinist  regime  was  able  to 
prolong  its  existence  as  a result  of  the 
heroic  victory  of  the  Soviet  masses  over 
the  Nazi  invasion  in  World  War  II.  Trot- 
sky's Marxist  analysis  has  ultimately, 
unfortunately,  been  vindicated  in  the 
negative. 

Why  did  the  Soviet  working  class  not 
rally  to  defend  its  gains?  How  did  the 
counterrevolution  triumph  and  destroy 
the  workers  state  without  a civil  war?  In 
his  seminal  1933  work  laying  out  the 
perspective  of  proletarian  political  rev- 
olution, Trotsky  polemicized  against 
social  democrats  and  proponents  of  var- 
ious “new  class”  theories  who  claimed 
that  under  Stalin’s  rule,  the  Soviet  Union 
had  imperceptibly  changed  from  a work- 
ers to  a bourgeois  state  without  any  qual- 
itative transformation  of  either  the  state 
apparatus  or  the  property  forms: 

"The  Marxist  thesis  relating  to  the  cata- 
strophic character  of  the  transfer  of 
power  from  the  hands  of  one  class  into 
the  hands  of  another  applies  not  only 
to  revolutionary  periods,  when  history 
sweeps  madly  ahead,  but  also  to  the  peri- 
ods of  counterrevolution,  when  society 
rolls  backwards.  He  who  asserts  that  the 
Soviet  government  has  been  gradually 
changed  from  proletarian  to  bourgeois  is 
only,  so  to  speak,  running  backwards  the 
film  of  reformism.” 

— "The  Class  Nature  of  the 
Soviet  State”  (October  1933) 

There  was  certainly  nothing  gradual  or 
imperceptible  about  the  social  counter- 
revolution in  the  ex-USSR,  which  has 
been  extremely  violent  and  convulsive 
throughout  the  former  Soviet  bloc.  How- 
ever. Trotsky  also  advanced  the  progno- 
sis that  a civil  war  would  be  required  to 
restore  capitalism  in  the  Soviet  Union 


and  undo  the  deepgoing  proletarian 
revolution. 

In  a wide-ranging  discussion  in  the 
ICL  two  years  ago  on  the  counterrevo- 
lutionary overturns  in  East  Europe  and 
the  DDR  (East  Germany),  it  was  noted 
that  Trotsky  had  overdrawn  the  analogy 
between  a social  revolution  in  capitalist 
society  and  social  counterrevolution  in 
a deformed  workers  state  (see  Joseph 
Seymour,  "On  the  Collapse  of  Stalinist 
Rule  in  East  Europe,"  and  Albert  St.  John. 
"For  Marxist  Clarity  and  a Forward  Per- 
spective." Spartacist  No.  45-46,  Winter 
1990-91 ).  Where  the  capitalists  exercise 
direct  ownership  over  the  means  of  pro- 
duction. and  thus  are  compelled  to  vio- 
lently resist  the  overthrow  of  their  system 
in  order  to  defend  their  own  property, 
the  preservation  of  proletarian  power 
depends  principally  on  consciousness 
and  organization  of  the  working  class. 

Trotsky  himself  emphasized  this  point 
in  his  1928  article  "What  Now?”: 

“The  socialist  character  of  our  state 
industry... is  determined  and  secured  in 
a decisive  measure  by  the  role  of  the 


party,  the  voluntary  internal  cohesion  of 
the  proletarian  vanguard,  the  conscious 
discipline  of  the  administrators,  trade 
union  functionaries,  members  of  the 
shop  nuclei,  etc." 

— The  Third  International 
After  Lenin 

And  again,  in  “The  Workers’  State, 
Thermidor  and  Bonapartism"  (February 
1935).  he  stated:  "In  contradistinction  to 
capitalism,  socialism  is  built  not  auto- 
matically but  consciously.” 

When  Trotsky  wrote  these  articles,  the 
memory  of  the  October  Revolution  was 
still  a part  of  the  direct  personal  experi- 
ence of  the  overwhelming  mass  of  the 
Soviet  proletariat,  albeit  already  consid- 
erably warped  by  Stalinist  falsification 
and  revision.  In  the  intervening  decades, 
the  nationalist  bureaucracy  did  much  to 
extirpate  any  real  understanding  of  what 
came  to  be  iconized  as  the  “Great  Octo- 
ber Socialist  Revolution.”  In  Soviet  mass 
consciousness.  World  War  II,  dubbed 
by  the  Stalinists  the  “Great  Patriotic 
War”  and  suffused  with  the  Russian- 
nationalist  propaganda  Stalin  churned 


out  during  the  war.  came  to  supplant  the 
October  Revolution  as  the  epochal  event 
in  Soviet  history.  In  the  end.  Stalin  and 
his  heirs  succeeded  in  imprinting  their 
nationalist  outlook  on  the  Soviet  peo- 
ples: proletarian  internationalism  came 
to  be  sneered  at  as  an  obscure  “Trotsky- 
ite  heresy"  of  "export  of  revolution"  or. 
at  best,  emptied  of  any  content  while 
paid  cynical  lip  service. 

With  Gorbachev's  "new  thinking" — 
i.e.,  his  cringing  capitulation  to  each  and 
every  imperialist  ultimatum — even  lip 
service  to  the  ideals  of  the  Bolshevik 
Revolution  went  by  the  boards.  The 
Soviet  soldiers  who  had  been  told, 
and  believed,  that  they  were  ful- 
filling their  “internationalist  duty”  in 
fighting  against  the  reactionary  Afghan 
mujahedin  on  the  USSR’s  border,  were 
then  maligned  for  perpetrating  "Rus- 
sia’s Vietnam"  against  Afghanistan. 
Gorbachev’s  ignominious  pullout  from 
Afghanistan  and  his  green  light  to 
the  imperialist  annexation  of  the  DDR 
served  only  to  further  a sense  of  defeat- 
ism and  demoralization  among  the 
Soviet  masses,  while  the  so-called  Sta- 
linist "patriots”  who  denounced  Gorba- 
chev’s concessions  did  so  only  to  beat 
the  drums  for  Great  Russian  imperial 
ambitions,  explicitly  harking  back  to  the 
time  of  the  tsars. 

Even  so,  the  spontaneous  strikes 
which  erupted  in  the  Soviet  coal  fields 
in  the  summer  of  1989  against  the  rav- 
ages of  Gorbachev's  "market  socialism" 
dramatically  demonstrated  the  potential 
for  militant  working-class  struggle.  As 
Russian  social  democrat  Boris  Kagarlit- 
sky documents  in  his  book  Farewell 
Perestroika  (1990),  the  strike  commit- 
tees in  many  areas  became  "the  actual 
centre  of  popular  power,”  organizing 
food  distribution,  maintaining  order,  etc. 
As  we  pointed  out  at  the  time,  the  Kuz- 
bass strikes  "have  quickly  generated 
organizational  forms  of  proletarian 
power,  including  strike  committees  and 
workers  militias"  ("Soviet  Workers  Flex 
Their  Muscle,"  WV  No.  482.  21  July 
1989). 

These  developments  pointed  to  the 
possibility  of  authentic  soviets,  which — 
by  drawing  in  collective  farmers, 
women,  pensioners,  soldiers  and  offi- 
cers— could  have  served  as  the  basis  for 
a new  proletarian  political  power,  oust- 
ing the  bureaucracy  through  a political 
continued  on  page  8 
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revolution.  But  when  the  Gorbachev 
regime  reneged  on  its  promises  to  the 
miners,  pro-imperialist  agitators  trained 
by  the  “AFL-CIA"  moved  into  the  vac- 
uum of  leadership  and  set  up  the  Inde- 
pendent Miners  Union,  organizing  an 
activist  minority  of  the  miners  as  a bat- 
tering ram  for  Yeltsin. 

However,  a majority  of  the  miners  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  Soviet  working 
class  remained  passive  in  the  three-sided 
contest  between  the  Yeltsin-led  "demo- 
crats." Gorbachev  and  the  more  conser- 
vative wing  of  the  Stalinists.  The  mass 
of  workers  were  wary,  if  not  outright 
hostile,  to  the  pro-Western  advocates  of 
a “market  economy."  Unlike  in  Poland 
during  the  rise  of  Solidamo.se,  the  forces 
of  capitalist  counterrevolution  were  not 
able  to  mobilize  the  Soviet  masses  in  the 
name  of  anti-Communism. 

At  the  same  time,  the  bureaucratic 
elite  (the  so-called  nomenklatura)  was 
totally  discredited  by  the  flagrant  cor- 
ruption and  cynicism  of  the  Brezhnev 
era.  Occasional  appeals  to  defend 
"socialism"  made  by  the  more  conserva- 
tive elements  of  the  Gorbachev  regime, 
such  as  Yegor  Ligachev.  fell  on  deaf  ears. 
The  Stalinist  “patriots."  organized  for 
example  in  the  United  Front  of  Toilers 
(OFT),  were  able  to  mobilize  only  a rel- 
atively small  number  of  worker  activists. 


Atomized  and  bereft  of  any  anti- 
capitalist leadership,  lacking  any  co- 
herent and  consistent  socialist  class 
consciousness,  skeptical  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  class  struggle  in  the  capital- 
ist countries,  the  Soviet  working  class 
did  not  rally  in  resistance  against  the 
encroaching  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion. And.  as  Trotsky  noted  in  The  Third 
International  After  Lenin:  "If  an  army 
capitulates  to  the  enemy  in  a critical  sit- 
uation without  a battle,  then  this  capit- 
ulation completely  takes  the  place  of  a 
‘decisive  battle.’  in  politics  as  in  war.” 

The  Army  and  the  Bureaucracy 

What  then  happened  to  the  armed 
forces,  the  core  of  the  state  in  the  Marxist 
understanding?  In  The  State  and  Revolu- 
tion (1917),  written  against  the  reformist 
view  that  the  working  class  could  sim- 
ply appropriate  the  bourgeois  stale  for 
its  own  purposes.  Lenin  emphasized: 
"Revolution  consists  not  in  the  new  class 
commanding,  governing  with  the  aid  of 
the  old  state  machine,  but  in  this  class 
smashing  this  machine  and  command- 
ing. governing  with  the  aid  of  a new 
machine."  Similarly,  social  counterrevo- 
lution requires  the  smashing  of  the  pro- 
letarian state  and  the  creation  of  a new 
state  machine  serving  the  bourgeoisie. 
This  task  was  vastly  facilitated  by 
the  Stalinist  political  counterrevolution, 
which  effected  a qualitative  degenera- 
tion in  the  workers  state  issuing  out  of 
the  October  Revolution. 


seeking  to  buy  off  broader  layers  of 
the  officer  corps  with  salary  increases. 
At  the  same  time,  there  was  a self-purge, 
as  numbers  of  pro-socialist  officers  left 
the  army  in  disgust  over  the  anti- 
Communist  ban.  In  any  case,  as  Trotsky 
remarked  in  The  Revolution  Betrayed 
(1937):  "a  bourgeois  restoration  would 
probably  have  to  clean  out  fewer  people 
[from  the  state  apparatus]  than  a revo- 
lutionary party." 

The  juridical  dissolution  of  the  USSR 
in  December  1991  left  the  all-Union 
armed  forces — nominally  under  the 
command  of  the  stillborn  "Common- 
wealth of  Independent  States" — sus- 
pended in  midair,  a "sixteenth  republic." 
as  some  dubbed  it.  An  officers  con- 
ference in  the  Kremlin  the  following 
month  registered  overwhelming  senti- 
ment for  maintaining  the  military  as  a 
multinational  institution.  But.  as  we 
warned  at  the  time,  "to  preserve  the 
multinational  Soviet  state  and  army 
requires  salvaging  the  socialized  prop- 
erty upon  which  it  was  created."  Had  the 
working  class  moved,  sections  of  the 
military  would  undoubtedly  have  gone 
over  to  its  side.  Instead  the  centrifugal 
forces  set  into  play  by  Yeltsin’s  coun- 
tercoup and  formalized  by  the  December 
1991  decree  moved  to  tear  the  military 
apart  and  eliminate  what  remained  of 
the  workers  slate.  Nationalism,  as  in  the 
chauvinist  drum-beating  over  Moldova, 
has  been  a driving  force  in  cohering 
an  armed  force  loyal  to  the  new  capital- 
ist order. 

The  use  of  Russian  OMON  forces 
to  break  up  an  anti-Yeltsin  protest  in 
February  marked  the  emergence  of  a 
repressive  apparatus  loyal  to  the  new 
regime.  With  the  Ukraine  and  other 
republics  creating  separate  armies  and 
demanding  loyalty  oaths  from  Soviet 
troops  stationed  on  their  territory,  in 
May  Yeltsin  decreed  the  formation  of  a 
distinct  Russian  Army,  appointing  the 
relatively  young  general  Grachev,  a 
strident  Russian  nationalist  who  pro- 
claimed his  allegiance  to  Yeltsin  during 
the  coup,  as  the  new  Russian  defense 
minister.  An  article  in  the  CIA’s  “Radio 
Free  Europe/Radio  Liberty"  RFElRL 
Research  Report  (21  August)  observed: 
"In  many  important  respects,  the 
appointment  of  General  of  the  Army 
Pavel  Grachev  to  the  post  of  Russian 
defense  minister  on  18  May  1992  marked 
the  beginning  of  the  post-Soviet  period 
in  the  security  sphere,  much  as  the  cre- 
ation of  the  CIS  in  December  1991  had 
marked  the  end  of  the  Soviet  period  in 
the  political  sphere." 

Navy  Day.  on  July  26.  was  marked 
by  the  hoisting  of  the  old  tsarist 
naval  emblem,  the  St.  Andrew’s  Cross, 
throughout  the  fleets,  while  Navy  chief 
Admiral  Chemavin  proclaimed:  “The 
Russian  fleet  must  retrieve  its  flag,  not 
because  Soviet  sailors  were  ashamed  of 
the  old  flag  but  because  it  no  longer  cor- 
responds to  the  spirit  of  the  Russian 
navy"  ( Independent  [London],  27  July). 
The  flying  of  the  tsarist  banner  over  the 
Kronstadt  naval  garrison,  a bastion  of 
Bolshevism  in  the  October  Revolution, 
and  atop  the  cruiser  Aurora,  whose  fusil- 
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Lenin  at  First  Congress  of  the  Communist  International,  March  1919. 


At  the  base,  the  Soviet  military  was 
affected  by  the  same  pressures  and 
paralysis  as  the  rest  of  society.  The  upper 
strata  of  the  military  command,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  a component  of  the 
Soviet  bureaucracy.  Trotsky  explained 
that  the  bureaucracy  was  a brittle,  con- 
tradictory caste  whose  role  was  that  of 
an  intermediary  between  the  workers 
slate  and  hostile  imperialist  encircle- 
ment. This  contradictory  position  gen- 
erated within  the  bureaucracy  a range 
of  contradictory  political  impulses:  "all 
shades  of  political  thought  are  to  be 


flanks  would  be  flung  to  the  different 
sides  of  the  barricade.” 

— "The  Class  Nature  of  the 
Soviet  State" 

In  the  case  of  the  1956  Hungarian  Rev- 
olution. the  bulk  of  the  bureaucratic  stra- 
tum went  over  to  the  side  of  the  insurgent 
pro-socialist  proletariat.  In  contrast, 
more  recently  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
steady  pressure  of  conciliation  to  impe- 
rialism and  internal  market  forces 
pushed  ever-greater  sections  of  the 
bureaucracy  into  the  camp  of  capitalist 
restoration,  for  whom  Yeltsin  early  on 
became  the  chief  spokesman. 

The  utter  incapacity  of  the  bureauc- 
racy to  play  any  independent  role  was 
forcefully  demonstrated  in  the  events 
of  August  1991.  Behind  the  seeming 
incompetence  of  the  "Emergency  Com- 
mittee" (made  up  of  Gorbachev’s  chief 
lieutenants) — its  failure  to  arrest  Yeltsin 
or  even  to  cut  off  his  direct  line  to  Wash- 
ington— lay  the  fact  that  these  stodgy 
bureaucrats  had  no  alternative  to  the 
program  of  restoration  and  their  refusal 
to  in  any  way  antagonize  the  imperial- 
ist powers.  Had  the  workers  sprung 
into  action,  mobilizing  to  clear  out 
the  despised  profit-gouging  "coopera- 
tivists.”  speculators  and  ruble  million- 
aires who  manned  Yeltsin’s  barricades, 
this  would  have  indeed  directly  posed  a 
civil  war  between  the  proletariat  and  the 
active  forces  of  counterrevolution,  and 
marked  the  beginning  of  a proletarian 
political  revolution.  Fearing  proletarian 
mobilization  far  more  than  counter- 
revolution, not  a single  element  of  the 
so-called  "hardline"  Stalinist  "patriot" 
opposition  to  Gorbachev/Yeltsin  tried 
to  organize  resistance  to  the  Yeltsin- 
ite  forces,  hiding  instead  behind  the 
impotent  proclamations  of  the  coup 
committee. 

Having  seized  the  reins  of  power, 
the  Yeltsin  regime  immediately  moved 
to  reorganize  the  top  echelons  of  the 
military,  putting  in  a layer  of  younger 
officers  who  were  marked  either  by  sub- 
servience to  Yeltsin  (e.g.,  Shaposhnikov) 
or  by  strident  Russian  nationalism,  while 


Gorbachev’s 
treacherous 
withdrawal  from 
Afghanistan 
emboldened 
U.S.  imperialism 
and  demoralized 
Soviet  masses. 


Stalinist  myths:  Poster  proclaims  that 
“Victory  of  Socialism  in  Our  Country 
Is  Guaranteed."  Leonid  Brezhnev  and 
Henry  Kissinger  celebrate  “detente." 


found  among  the  bureaucracy:  from 
genuine  Bolshevism  (Ignace  Reiss)  to 
complete  fascism  (F.  Butenko)"  (Transi- 
tional Program).  Reiss  was  a leading 
cadre  of  the  Soviet  intelligence  service 
who  declared  for  the  Fourth  International 
and  was  murdered  by  Stalin  in  1937; 
Butenko  was  a Soviet  diplomat  who 
defected  to  Mussolini’s  fascist  Italy. 

The  dual  character  of  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  and  the  conflicting  political 
appetites  it  harbored,  remained  even 
after  the  bloody  purges  of  the  1930s 
exterminated  any  remnant  of  the  Bolshe- 
vik "Old  Guard."  But  while  resting  on 
and  deriving  its  privileges  from  prole- 
tarian property  forms,  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  was  not  irrevocably  com- 
mitted to  their  defense.  It  could  play  no 
independent  role  in  society.  Under  the 
impact  of  any  sharp  frontal  assault, 
either  from  the  revolutionary  proletariat 
or  the  counterrevolution,  the  bureauc- 
racy would  shatter.  As  Trotsky  wrote: 
"When  the  proletariat  springs  into  action, 
the  Stalinist  apparatus  will  remain  sus- 
pended in  midair.  Should  it  still  attempt 
to  resist,  it  will  then  be  necessary  to 
apply  against  it  not  the  measures  of  civil 
war.  but  rather  the  measures  of  a police 
character... 

"A  real  civil  war  could  develop  not  be- 
tween the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  and  the 
resurgent  proletariat  but  between  the  pro- 
letariat and  the  active  forces  of  the  coun- 
terrevolution. In  the  event  of  an  open 
clash  between  the  two  mass  camps,  there 
cannot  even  be  talk  of  the  bureaucracy 
playing  an  independent  role.  Its  polar 
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Spartakists  initiated 
January  1990 
demonstration  of 
250,000  in  Treptow 
Park,  East  Berlin 
protesting  Nazi 
desecration  of  Red 
Army  monument. 
Spartakist  Workers 
Party  poster  in 
March  1990  East 
German  elections: 
"No  to  Capitalist 
Reunification!” 


lade  against  the  Winter  Palace  signaled 
the  victory  of  the  Petrograd  proletarian 
insurrection,  aptly  if  grotesquely  sym- 
bolized the  dismantling  of  the  Soviet 
workers  state  by  the  triumphant  forces 
of  counterrevolution. 

Yeltsin  and  his  counterparts  in  the 
other  republics  now  have  the  beginnings 
of  bourgeois  armies.  But  the  loyalty  of 
these  armed  forces  to  capitalism  has  yet 
to  be  tested  in  blood.  Noting  that  “the 
entire  military  could  fragment  along 
political  or  ethnic  lines,"  one  observer 
noted  that  "Russian  leaders  will  be 
extremely  wary  of  using  the  army  to 
maintain  domestic  order"  (Mark  Kramer, 
"The  Armies  of  the  Post-Soviet  States," 
Current  History , October  1992).* 

Who  Is  Guilty  for  the 
Catastrophe? 

There  was  no  lack  of  “Trotskyists" 
who  took  their  stand  on  Yeltsin’s  barri- 
cades (in  some  cases,  literally)  and/or 
moved  with  shameless  haste  to  declare 
the  Soviet  Union  dead  and  buried.  Thus 
they  finally  disencumbered  themselves 
of  the  albatross  of  (ever  more  formal  and 
empty)  defense  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
which  the  bourgeoisie  has  hated  and 
sought  to  destroy  since  the  October 
Revolution. 

In  his  1933  article,  Trotsky  warned  of 
the  "tragic  possibility”  that  the  Soviet 
workers  state  "will  fall  under  the  joint 
blows  of  its  internal  and  external 
enemies": 

“But  in  the  event  of  this  worst  possible 
variant,  a tremendous  significance  for 
the  subsequent  course  of  the  revolution- 
ary struggle  will  be  borne  by  the  ques- 
tion: where  are  those  guilty  for  the  catas- 
trophe? Not  the  slightest  taint  of  guilt 
must  fall  upon  the  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalists. in  the  hour  of  mortal  danger, 
they  must  remain  on  the  last  barricade." 

— “The  Class  Nature  of  the 
Soviet  State" 

And  that  is  what  the  International  Com- 
munist League  has  done.  To  the  extent 
our  limited  forces  permit,  we  have 
fought  to  provide  a revolutionary  pole 
to  win  the  Soviet  working  class  to  a pro- 
gram to  reverse  and  defeat  the  counter- 
revolution. Our  comrade  Martha  Phil- 
lips, murdered  in  Moscow  last  February, 
made  the  ultimate  sacrifice  in  fighting 
for  that  cause. 

Five  years  ago.  when  the  first  openly 
counterrevolutionary  force — the  anti- 
Semitic  nativist  fascists  of  Pamyat — 
reared  its  head  in  Moscow  and  Lenin- 
grad, we  called  for  proletarian-centered 
mass  mobilizations  to  crush  these  latter- 
day  Black  Hundreds  in  the  egg.  When, 
in  August  1990,  Gorbachev  endorsed  a 
plan  for  full-fledged  capitalist  resto- 
ration drawn  up  by  Yeltsin,  our  first 
Russian-language  leaflet  raised  the 
call  "Soviet  Workers:  Smash  Yeltsin/ 
Gorbachev  500-Day  Plan!”  (WV  No.  510. 
21  September  1990).  That  November,  at 
the  Revolution  Day  commemoration  in 
Leningrad,  the  banner  of  the  Fourth 
International  was  openly  unfurled  for 
the  first  time  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Despite  our  meager  resources  and 
limited  Russian-language  capacity,  we 
sought  to  intervene  directly  in  the  tur- 
bulent situation  which  opened  up  after 
Gorbachev  took  over.  Following  the  dra- 


matic coal  miners  strikes  in  the  summer 
of  1989,  we  sought  to  get  our  Trotskyist 
propaganda  into  the  hands  of  these  com- 
bative workers,  whose  struggle  had  elec- 
trified the  Soviet  working  class  and 
shaken  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy.  ICL 
representatives  intervened  in  a miners 
conference  in  Donetsk  in  October  1990. 
where  they  succeeded  in  temporarily 
spiking  a CIA-orchestrated  effort  to 
enlist  Soviet  workers  in  a redbaiting 
witchhunt  against  British  miners  leader 
Arthur  Scargill. 

During  the  1989-90  upheaval  in  the 


lution !**.  was  the  first  statement  widely 
distributed  throughout  the  Soviet  Union 
in  opposition  to  Yeltsin’s  restorationist 
drive.  We  advanced  a program  for  inde- 
pendent working-class  struggle  against 
capitalist  restoration  and  for  genuine 
soviets  as  organs  of  a new  proletarian 
political  power: 

''Independent  workers  committees  must 
be  formed  in  factories,  mines,  railroad 
yards  and  other  enterprises  to  prevent 
layoffs  and  privatization  by  taking  over 
the  plants  and  controlling  production. ... 
Committees  of  soldiers  and  officers  must 
be  formed  to  oppose  the  purges  and  pre- 


Soviet  president 
Mikhail  Gorbachev 
signs  treaty 
with  German 
chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  in  November 
1990,  accepting 
capitalist 
reunification 
of  Germany. 


DDR,  as  part  of  the  ICL’s  struggle  to 
effect  a proletarian  political  revolution 
in  East  Germany,  we  issued  Russian- 
language  propaganda  addressed  to  and 
widely  disseminated  among  Soviet 
troops  stationed  there,  and  later  spoke 
to  assemblies  of  Soviet  officers  and  sol- 
diers. In  1991,  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
Red  Army’s  victory  over  Nazi  Germany, 
the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Germany 
and  the  Spartakusowska  Grupa  Polski 
held  a joint  forum  for  several  hundred 
Soviet  military  personnel  at  an  air  base 
outside  Berlin  (WV  No.  526,  10  May 
1991).  Then,  a month  before  Yeltsin’s 
countercoup.  ICL  representative  Martha 
Phillips  addressed  the  Moscow  Workers 
Conference,  calling  for  the  formation  of 
genuine  soviets  to  stop  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution, for  opposition  to  all  forms 
of  chauvinist  reaction,  and  for  interna- 
tional socialist  revolution. 

Our  August  1991  call,  "Soviet  Work- 
ers: Defeat  Yeitsin-Bush  Counterrevo- 


vent the  army  from  being  used  to  attack 
the  workers'  interests.  . . Workers  militias 
must  be  formed... to  defend  against  and 
crush  the  lynch  mobs  and  pogromists.... 
In  this  hour  of  dire  need  more  than  ever, 
the  key  to  successful  defense  of  the 
Soviet  proletariat  is  the  forging  of  a new, 
authentically  communist  vanguard  party 
of  the  working  class.  Return  to  the  road 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky!'’ 

We  sharply  opposed  resurgent  anti- 
Semitism  and  Great  Russian  chauvinism 
and  warned  that  women  have  the  most 
to  lose  under  capitalist  restoration. 

Following  Yeltsin’s  unleashing  of  the 
OMON  and  Moscow  militia  (police) 
against  protesters  in  February  1992,  we 
issued  an  urgent  statement:  "’White 
Tsar'  Boris  Wants  a New  Bloody  Sun- 
day." With  the  threat  of  widespread  hun- 
ger posed  by  draconian  price  increases 
on  food  and  other  necessities,  we  raised 
a fighting  program: 

“Through  their  own  independent  com- 
mittees, composed  of  delegates  elected 


by  the  enterprises,  the  working  people 
must  take  control  of  food  supplies  and 
oversee  distribution.  What  is  needed 
once  again  is  to  form  authentic  soviets, 
not  talk  shops  like  the  fake  soviets  and 
impotent  parliaments  of  today,  but 
organs  for  struggle  composed  of  deputies 
elected  by  and  recallable  to  the  work- 
place and  barracks.  Formed  into  power- 
ful soviets — internationalist,  egalitarian, 
revolutionary — the  working  people  will 
be  able  to  sweep  away  the  shaky  regimes 
of  the  capitalist-rcstorationists  with  a 
flick  of  the  finger.  No  new  tsars — away 
with  Yeltsin — for  a republic  of  the  work- 
ing people!" 

These  demands  retain  their  full  force 
today,  though  the  consolidation  of  a 
bourgeois  state  poses  the  struggle  not 
for  political  revolution  but  for  socialist 
revolution  to  sweep  away  the  nascent 
capitalist  class. 

Who  is  guilty  for  the  catastrophe? 
First  and  foremost  it  is  the  Stalinists  who 
bear  responsibility.  Beginning  with  the 
political  counterrevolution  led  by  Stalin 
in  1923-24,  the  state  apparatus  was, 
as  Trotsky  wrote,  "transformed  from 
a weapon  of  the  working  class  into  a 
weapon  of  bureaucratic  violence  against 
the  working  class,  and  more  and  more  a 
weapon  for  the  sabotage  of  the  country’s 
economy”  (Transitional  Program).  By 
the  later  Brezhnev  years,  bureaucratic 
mismanagement  of  the  planned,  central- 
ized economy  had  resulted  in  a sharp 
decline  in  Soviet  economic  growth, 
while  rampant  corruption  fueled  the 
appetites  of  the  pampered  children  of  the 
bureaucracy  to  live  like  Western  capital- 
ists. Given  its  mortal  dread  of  workers 
democracy  which  would  abolish  their 
privileged  positions,  the  only  option  the 
bureaucracy  saw  for  intensive  economic 
growth  was  to  experiment  with  a neo- 
Bukharinite  program  of  market-oriented 
“reforms" — Gorbachev 's  perestroika. 

While  the  August  1991  "Emergency 
Committee"  offered  nothing  but  “pere- 
stroika without  glasnost,”  today  Stalin- 
ist leftovers  like  Viktor  Anpilov’s 
RKRP.  Kryuchkov's  RPK.  Prigarin's  SK 
and  Nina  Andreyeva’s  VKPB  et  al..  who 
today  posture  as  an  opposition  to  Yeltsin, 
offer  nothing  but  a "red"  cover  for 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  They  have 
made  no  attempt  to  mobilize  class  strug- 
gle, not  only  because  their  chauvinist 
politics  make  them  incapable  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  still  multinational  proletariat, 
but  because  they  are  opposed  to  any 
continued  on  page  10 


Our  comrade 
Martha  Phillips 
fought  to  defend  the 
October  Revolution. 
Protesting  against 
closing  of  the 
Lenin  Museum  (right) 
and  addressing 
delegates  at 
July  1991  Moscow 
Workers  Conference 
(far  right). 
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Red  Army's  International  Iron  Battalion  honors  German  Spartakists  Luxemburg 
and  Liebknecht  after  their  murder  in  January  1 91 9.  Proletarian  internationalism 
was  the  cornerstone  of  the  Soviet  Union  under  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 


Workers  State 
Strangled... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

struggle  which  would  disrupt  capitalist 
class  “peace."  This  was  explicitly  stated 
in  the  March  1992  “Declaration  on  the 
Founding  of  the  United  Opposition." 
signed  by  all  the  Stalinist  leftovers  as 
well  as  Medvedev  and  Denisov’s  SPT — 
formalizing  the  repulsive  "red-brown" 
coalition  with  Great  Russian  chauvinists, 
monarchists  and  outright  fascists — 
which  called  for  “salvation  of  the  Father- 
land... on  the  basis  of  civil  peace  and 
national  trust."  Thus  all  these  groups 
opposed  the  recent  air  traffic  controllers 
strike. 

With  their  call  for  privatization 
through  the  "work  collectives,"  the  Sta- 
linist has-beens  seek  to  be  the  "left" 
flank  of  the  counterrevolution's  cor- 
poratist wing,  whose  most  powerful 
representative  is  the  Volsky-Rutskoi 
Civic  Union  bloc.  Aligned  with  them  is 
the  former  official  trade-union  bureauc- 
racy, now  calling  itself  the  Federation  of 
Independent  Trade  Unions  of  Russia 
(FNPR).  Where  Yeltsin’s  prime  minister 
Gaidar  grovels  to  the  West  for  infu- 
sions of  capital  and  promotes  a fantas- 
tical scheme  for  privatization  through 
distribution  of  shareholding  vouchers 
to  the  entire  population,  the  Volsky/ 
Rutskoi  faction  hopes  to  maintain  a 
strong  military-industrial  sector  by  plac- 
ing ownership  directly  in  the  hands  of 
the  former  managers. 

In  the  name  of  building  the  derzhava, 
the  tsarist  watchword  for  a Russian 
strong  state,  the  RKRP  & Co.  have  will- 
ingly submerged  themselves  in  every 
reactionary  lash-up.  from  the  fascistic 
Russian  National  Sobor  of  the  anti- 
Communist.  anti-Semite  Sterligov  (who 
is  now  pushing  restoration  of  the  tsarist 
throne)  to  the  newly  founded  "left-right" 
National  Salvation  Front.  Indeed,  every 
grouping  which  issued  out  of  the  for- 
mer CPSU — from  the  RKRP  to  the 
SPT — accepts  the  "inevitability"  of  the 
“market  economy”  (restoration  of  capi- 
talism). They’re  simply  squabbling  over 
the  terms — who  gets  to  feed  at  the 
trough  (see  "Stalinist  Has-Beens:  Left 
Wing  of  Nationalist  Counterrevolution." 
WV  No.  561,  16  October).  Meanwhile, 
the  explicitly  social-democratic  Labor 
Party  (PT)  of  Boris  Kagarlitsky  is  in  bed 
with  a section  of  the  FNPR  bureaucracy, 
and  participates  in  the  All-Russian  Toil- 
ing Assembly,  which  is  heavily  popu- 
lated by  Volsky’s  people  and  whose 
chairman  Konstantinov  is  vice  president 
of  the  Sobor. 

Every  one  of  the  numerous  Stalinist 
and  social-democratic  outfits  has  fallen 
into  step  behind  the  corporatist  option, 
appealing  for  privatization  through  the 
"work  collectives"  (i.e.,  factory  manag- 
ers). With  their  backs  against  the  wall, 
many  workers  may  look  to  their  factory 
managers  taking  ownership  of  industry 


as  a last-ditch  defense  against  unemploy- 
ment and  immiseration. 

Soviet  workers  should  entertain  no 
illusions  that  their  livelihoods  will 
be  secure  under  a corporatist  regime. 
Capitalism,  whether  under  Volsky/Rut- 
skoi  or  Yeltsin/Gaidar  or  some  variant 
in  between,  necessarily  means  the  whip 
of  brutal  exploitation  and  widespread 
unemployment. 

“State  Capitalism”: 
Anti-Communist  Myth 

If  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union 
has  placed  a final  epitaph  on  the  sordid 
history  of  Stalinism,  it  has  also  demol- 
ished the  numerous  false  "theories" 
behind  which  various  renegades  from 
Trotskyism  sought  to  mask  their  refusal 
to  defend  the  gains  of  the  October  Rev- 
olution. The  “theory"  that  the  Soviet 
Union  was  a "state  capitalist"  society 
stands  the  Marxist  analysis  of  capitalism 
on  its  head.  It  posits  a truly  bizarre  form 
of  "capitalism" — one  in  which  capitalist 
competition  and  the  law  of  value  are 
external  to  the  system,  one  marked  not 
by  cyclical  crises  of  overproduction  but 
by  distortions  and  bottlenecks  due  to 
administrative  fiat,  one  characterized  not 
by  chronic  mass  unemployment  but 
by  labor  shortages.  The  purpose  of  the 
terminological  sleight  of  hand,  whether 
from  the  pen  of  Tony  Cliff  or  his  pred- 
ecessors. was  to  deny  any  basis  for 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

While  claiming  to  occupy  a "third 
camp”  (“neither  Washington  nor  Mos- 
cow"). today  the  “state  capitalists”  join 
the  imperialists  in  rejoicing  over  the 
"death  of  Communism."  In  August  1991, 
the  Cliffites  cheered  that  "Communism 
Has  Collapsed"  and  hailed  the  Yeltsin- 
ite  ascendancy  as  “The  Beginning.  Not 
the  End"  ( Socialist  Worker , 31  August 
1991).  The  identification  with  imperial- 


ist anti-Communism  is  evident,  but  the 
“state  capitalist"  logic  is  absurd.  Here 
we  have  supposedly  just  witnessed  the 
remarkable  spectacle  of  an  entire  “cap- 
italist class"  which  simply  committed 
suicide  rather  than  seeking  to  defend  its 
property.  And  the  millions  upon  millions 
of  working  people  in  East  Europe  and 
the  ex-USSR  who  are  now  being  dragged 
down  by  immiseration,  unemployment 
and  fratricide  aren’t  about  to  buy  the 
notion  that  they  are  just  going  from  one 
brand  of  capitalism  to  another,  much  less 
hail  it. 

"Third  campists"  of  the  second  mobi- 
lization. like  the  political  bandits  of 
David  North's  “International  Commit- 
tee" and  others,  argue  that  Stalinism 
is  "counterrevolutionary  through  and 
through."  This  flatly  denies  Trotsky’s 
understanding  of  the  “dual  position"  of 
the  bureaucracy.  More  to  the  point, 
like  Cliff’s  theory,  the  purpose  is  to 
wash  their  hands  of  defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  North  claimed  that  from  the 
beginning  Gorbachev  was  bent  on  “the 
political,  economic  and  social  liqui- 
dation of  all  that  remains  of  the 
conquests  of  the  October  Revolution" 
( Perestroika  Versus  Socialism  [1989]). 
North  then  rushed  to  proclaim  that  it  is 
"impossible  to  define. . any  of  the  repub- 
lics" of  the  ex-USSR  "as  workers  states" 
the  moment  Yeltsin  decreed  its  juridical 
dissolution  (“The  End  of  the  USSR." 
Bulletin , 10  January  1992). 

The  various  theories  defining  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  as  a “new  class” 
or  “counterrevolutionary  through  and 
through”  unite  in  appealing  to  knee-jerk 
moralism.  In  contrast,  Trotsky’s  dialec- 
tical and  materialist  analysis  of  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  state,  elab- 
orated in  The  Revolution  Betrayed  and 
other  writings,  has  stood  the  test  of  time 
and  provides  a program  for  action  for 


the  proletariat.  Basing  ourselves  on  this 
Marxist  understanding,  we  pointed  to  the 
contradictory  character  of  the  initial 
Gorbachev  reforms:  "Gorbachev's  pere- 
stroika not  only  goes  against  the  imme- 
diate material  interests  of  most  workers 
but  also  affronts  their  deep  reservoir  of 
collective  feeling.  At  the  same  time,  the 
regime's  call  for  glasnost  permits  a de- 
gree of  organized  dissent  against  official 
policies”  (Spartacist  League/U.S.  con- 
ference document,  "Toward  Revolution- 
ary Conjuncture.”  June  1987). 

For  the  first  couple  of  years.  Gorba- 
chev’s neo-Bukharinite  reforms  had 
some  effect  in  reviving  the  Soviet  econ- 
omy. Harvard  economist  Marshall  Gold- 
man, in  his  book  What  Went  Wrong  with 
Perestroika  ( 1991 ),  notes  of  Gorbachev's 
1985-86  program  of  "intensification" 
and  “acceleration"  that  “initially  these 
reforms  seemed  to  be  working"  and 
"industrial  growth  seemed  to  rebound." 
He  even  achieved  the  largest  grain  har- 
vest in  Soviet  history  (240  million  tons 
in  1990).  But  the  subsequent  introduc- 
tion of  enterprise  self-management  on 
New  Year’s  1988  proved  to  be  the  deci- 
sive step  finally  leading  to  collapse.  The 
abandonment  of  planning  in  a planned 
economy  led  to  a breakdown  in  eco- 
nomic administration  and  widespread 
shortages  and  looting.  The  result.  Gold- 
man writes,  was  “the  undermining  of  the 
planning  system  and  the  collapse  of  the 
economy.”  As  perestroika  reforms  failed, 
in  August  1990,  Gorbachev  openly 
declared  his  support  to  capitalist  resto- 
ration by  endorsing  the  “500-Day  Plan.” 
only  to  back  away  from  it  later  in  his 
constant  zigzagging. 

Gorbachev’s  evolution  from  “market 
socialism"  reforms  to  a program  of 
outright  capitalist  restoration  proved 
yet  again  the  impossibility  of  “reform- 
ing” the  Stalinist  regime,  a conception 
advanced  by  the  likes  of  Ernest  Man- 
del  in  his  book  Beyond  Perestroika 
(1989).  Whatever  their  quibbling  differ- 
ences, support  for  Yeltsin  counterrevo- 
lution brought  together  all  of  these 
revisionists,  from  Cliff  to  North  to  Man- 
del — as  well  as  the  Militant  group  in 
Britain  (formerly  led  by  Ted  Grant), 
associated  with  Sergei  Beits’  Rabochiya 
Demokratiya  (Workers  Democracy)  in 
Russia.  The  bottom  line  for  all  of 
these  outfits  has  been  capitulation  to 
social-democratic  anti-Sovietism,  just  as 
a decade  ago  they  were  all  united  in 
their  cheering  for  counterrevolutionary 
Solidarnosc  in  Poland  and  their  denun- 
ciations of  the  Red  Army  intervention 
into  Afghanistan. 

In  contrast,  the  Spartacist  tendency 
proclaimed  "Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghan- 
istan!" and  declared  "Stop  Solidarnosc 
Counterrevolution!”  in  Poland.  In  re- 
sponse to  Gorbachev’s  1989  pullout 
from  Afghanistan  in  order  to  appease 
Washington,  we  warned  it  is  far  better 
to  fight  imperialism  there  than  within 
the  borders  of  the  Soviet  Union.  But  the 
Gorbachev  regime  didn't  want  to  Fight 
imperialism  anywhere.  “The  decision  to 
leave  Afghanistan  was  the  First  and  most 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


ICL  Spokesman  on  Russian  TV 


“Trotsky  Continued  Lenin’s  Cause” 


On  July  2,  the  Soviet  television 
program  Mister/Comrade  carried  a 
segment  featuring  an  interview  with 
Victor  Granovsky,  spokesman  for  the 
International  Communist  League.  Titled 
“Trotskyism:  Next  Stop  Moscow?",  the 
segment  was  broadcast  by  the  main  all- 
Russian  channel  and  was  seen  in  other 
republics  as  well.  It  was  rerun  several 
times  over  the  course  of  the  summer. 

For  the  first  time,  a mass  audience  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union  was  presented 
with  authentic  Trotskyism  embodying  the 
program  of  defense  of  the  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution,  the  continuity  of 
Lenin's  internationalist  cause  in  struggle 
against  the  nationalist  and  bureaucratic 
perversion  of  Stalinism.  The  interview 
thus  pierced  through  the  slanders  pur- 
veyed for  decades  by  the  Stalinist  bu- 
reaucracy, which  grotesquely  sought  to 
paint  Lenin’s  comrade-in-arms  as  a coun- 
terrevolutionary agent  of  Western  impe- 
rialism. It  also  belied  the  image  of  Trot- 
skyism as  warmed-over  social  democracy, 
pushed  by  the  likes  of  Ernest  Mandel. 

Appropriately,  the  interview  was 
filmed  at  the  first  monument  erected  by 
the  Bolshevik  government,  dedicated  to 
historic  leaders  of  the  international  rev- 
olutionary workers  movement  like  Marx, 
Engels,  Liebknecht.  Blanqui  and  others. 

We  print  below  a translation  of  the 
TV  interview. 

* * * 

Narrator:  Has  the  world  really  been 
"turned  upside  down"?  No,  the  sun  still 
rises  in  the  east  and  sets  in  the  west.  But 


politics  is  not  nearly  so  predictable. 
Could  our  fathers  and  grandfathers  have 
foreseen  that  their  contemporaries,  the 
exporters  of  revolution,  would  find  co- 
thinkers  toward  the  end  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury, and  that  they  would  return  to  the 
homeland  of  revolutionaries?  That  in 
the  great  West  the  cause  of  Lenin  would 


catch  fire  and  return  to  Russia  in  order  to 
save  her?  Our  broadcast  tonight  turns 
our  viewers'  attention  to  the  continuators 
of  Ilyich  and  his  comrades-in-arms.  Of 
course  we  can’t  help  but  notice  the 
arrival  of  American  Trotskyists  on  Rus- 
sian soil,  and  regard  this  as  an  extraordi- 
nary matter. 


Out  of  international  goodwill,  wc 
renounce  in  advance  any  ideological 
arguments,  no  matter  wherever  and 
whatever  they  concern.  We  will  limit 
ourselves  to  philosophical  and  historical 
themes,  and  in  this  manner  get  ac- 
quainted with  contemporary  Trotskyists. 
Victor:  I came  here  above  all  because  of 
my  political  interest  in  the  situation 
here.  All  genuine  communists,  that  is. 
Trotskyists,  around  the  world  have 
always  felt  a sense  of  duty  toward  the 
Soviet  working  class,  toward  the  heroes 
of  the  October  Revolution,  of  the  Civil 
War  and  the  war  against  German  fas- 
cism. But  to  participate  in  political  life 
here  in  the  period  of  the  Stalinist  terror 
or  during  the  time  of  the  bureaucracy's 
political  monopoly  was  simply  impossi- 
ble. Only  when  the  situation  here  had 
opened  up  a little  could  we  return  to  the 
homeland  of  the  October  Revolution 
because  we  consider  it  our  duty. 

Stalin  managed  to  wipe  out  all  of 
Lenin's  political  collaborators,  and  the 
genuine  policies  of  the  October  Revolu- 
tion within  the  borders  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  But  abroad  he  wasn't  quite  as 
successful.  Trotsky  was  the  continuator 
of  Lenin’s  cause,  and  he  educated  and 
trained  a new  movement  to  defend  the 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution  and  the 
banner  of  internationalism.  And  it  is  on 
account  of  this,  on  account  of  our  inter- 
nationalism. that  we  have  come  back 
here;  for  us  it  is  our  duty  to  share  the 
fate  and  the  struggle  of  the  Soviet 
continued  on  page  12 


difficult  step,”  remarked  Gorbachev’s 
foreign  minister  Eduard  Shevardnadze 
recently,  "Everything  else  flowed  from 
that."  A year  after  the  Afghanistan  with- 
drawal, Gorbachev  gave  the  green  light 
to  capitalist  reunification  of  Germany. 

The  ICL  was  unique  in  its  unambig- 
uous and  forthright  opposition  to  impe- 
rialist annexation  of  the  DDR:  the  power 
of  the  Trotskyist  program  to  show 
the  way  out  of  the  collapse  of  Stalin- 
ism found  a massive  expression  in  the 
250.000-strong  anti-fascist,  pro-Soviet 
demonstration  on  3 January  1990  at  Ber- 
lin's Treptow  Park,  which  was  initiated 
by  the  German  Spartakists.  The  Stalin- 
ists, for  their  part,  thought  they  could 
have  counterrevolution  in  one  country. 
But  the  sellout  of  the  DDR  directly 
prepared  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Reforge  the  Fourth 
International! 

The  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  ensuing  sharpening  of  interimperial- 
ist rivalries  have  made  the  world  a far 
more  dangerous  place.  The  “New  World 
Disorder" — proclaimed  during  the  U.S.- 
led  imperialist  slaughter  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  to  which  Gorbachev  gave  his 
approval — has  the  hallmarks  of  the  old 
world  order  which  led  to  the  slaughter- 
house of  World  War  I.  but  this  time 
posing  the  threat  of  a nuclear  conflagra- 
tion. Imperialist  unity,  maintained  for 
decades  by  the  "Communist  menace." 
has  broken  down  as  the  contending 
powers  fall  upon  each  other,  and  vie  to 
carve  up  the  former  Soviet  bloc  into 
neocolonies. 

At  the  same  time,  there  is  opening  up 
a new  period  of  intensified  class  strug- 
gle. The  semicolonial  peoples  of  the 
world,  now  that  the  imperialist  powers 
do  not  feel  constrained  by  a Soviet  coun- 
terweight, are  being  subjected  to  outright 
starvation.  In  the  imperialist  West,  grow- 
ing trade  war  and  exploitation  have 


already  led  to  major  class  battles  in 
Germany.  Italy  and  Greece.  The  multi- 
racial upheaval  in  Los  Angeles  following 
the  verdict  freeing  the  racist  cops  in 
the  Rodney  King  beating  testifies  to 
the  social  instability  in  the  United 
States.  In  East  Europe  and  the  ex-USSR, 
the  working  class  will  soon  recover 
from  the  numbing  experience  of  coun- 
terrevolution and  begin  to  fight  against 
the  ravages  of  capitalist  exploitation. 
Poland  already  has  been  swept  by 
one  major  strike  after  another  over  the 
past  year. 

The  workers  of  Russia,  the  Ukraine 
and  the  other  former  Soviet  republics 
still  have  time  to  regroup  and  strike  back 
before  anything  approaching  a viable 
system  of  capitalist  exploitation  is  con- 
gealed. Hatred  and  bitterness  toward  Yel- 
tsin and  his  ilk  are  seething.  Unlike  in 
the  ex-DDR,  where  masses  of  working 
people  bought  the  lie  that  D-mark 
Anschluss  (annexation)  would  bring 
prosperity,  in  the  former  USSR  there  are 
few  such  positive  illusions.  There  is, 
however,  a widespread  view  that  there 
is  no  alternative  to  the  “market,"  for 
which  the  bankrupt  Stalinists  bear  the 
main  responsibility. 

The  road  to  recreating  a full-fledged 
capitalism  is  not  as  smooth  as  the 
Nevsky  Prospekt.  To  free  itself  of  its 
would-be  exploiters  and  oppressors,  the 
working  class  must  also  assert  itself 
as  a "tribune  of  the  people,"  opposing 
every  manifestation  of  anti-Semitism 
and  anti-woman  and  anti-homosexual 
bigotry,  rising  to  the  defense  of  all 
those — including  African  and  Asian 
students,  and  the  Central  Asian  peoples 
in  Russia — who  are  increasingly  ex- 
posed to  violent  racist  terror.  What  is 
required  above  all  is  a revolutionary 
leadership  capable  of  overcoming  the 
divisions  inspired  by  chauvinism  and 
nationalism,  clearing  away  the  decades 
of  false  consciousness  fostered  by  Sta- 
linism, and  linking  the  struggles  in  the 


ex-USSR  to  that  of  the  world  proletariat. 

While  social  democrats  squeal  that 
"Soviet  Communism"  discredited  social- 
ism in  the  eyes  of  the  masses,  an  even 
greater  crime  of  Stalinism  was  the  way 
it  warped  the  consciousness  of  pro- 
socialist workers,  filling  their  heads  with 
anti-Marxist  illusions  such  as  "building 
socialism  in  one  country."  the  “popular 
front"  and  the  utopia  of  “peaceful  co- 
existence" with  imperialism.  "Socialism 
in  one  country"  meant  not  only  the 
suppression  of  revolutionary  struggle 
abroad,  but  the  isolation  of  the  Soviet 
working  class  from  any  connection  with 
the  international  class  struggle.  For  more 
than  60  years,  Soviet  workers  were 
submerged  in  a cocoon  walling  them 
off  from  political  developments  around 
the  world.  In  the  course  of  fighting 
to  reverse  the  counterrevolution  which 
has  plunged  it  into  poverty  and  misery, 
the  Soviet  working  class  will  necessar- 
ily have  to  reappropriate  the  revolution- 
ary heritage  which  has  been  taken 
from  it. 

The  proletariat  which  made  the  Octo- 
ber Revolution  learned  from  Lenin  and 
Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks  that  it  was  part  of 
an  international  struggle.  It  understood 
that  its  only  prospect  for  survival  lay  in 
the  extension  of  the  revolution  to  more 
advanced  industrial  powers,  chiefly  Ger- 
many. The  opportunities  were  manifold, 
but  the  revolutionary  parties  outside 
Soviet  Russia  were  loo  weak  and  polit- 
ically immature  to  pursue  them.  The 
German  Spartakist  uprising  of  1918-19 
and  the  1919  Hungarian  Commune  went 
down  to  bloody  defeat.  The  possibility 
of  the  Red  Army  marching  to  the  aid  of 
the  German  workers  in  1920  by  unleash- 
ing proletarian  revolution  in  Pilsudski’s 
Poland  was  foiled.  Finally,  with  the 
defeat  of  the  German  October  in  1923, 
the  Soviet  proletariat  succumbed  to 
the  demoralizing  prospect  of  a lengthy 
period  of  isolation,  which  allowed  the 
bureaucratic  layer  headed  by  Stalin  to 


usurp  political  power.  Thus  was  the  rev- 
olution betrayed. 

But  this  betrayal  did  not  go  unchal- 
lenged. The  Left  Opposition  of  Leon 
Trotsky  continued  the  struggle  for  the 
authentic  program  of  Leninism.  In  its 
struggle  to  defend  and  extend  Soviet 
power,  the  Left  Opposition  urged  a pol- 
icy of  planned  industrialization  to  revive 
the  enervated  proletariat  and  enable  the 
isolated  workers  state  to  hold  out  against 
imperialist  encirclement.  The  Trotskyists 
fought  uncompromisingly  against  the 
nascent  bureaucracy's  Great  Russian 
chauvinism.  They  fought  against  the 
treacherous  policies  emanating  from 
“socialism  in  one  country,"  in  the  First 
instance  the  subversion  of  the  Chinese 
Revolution  of  1925-27  and  the  Anglo- 
Russian  trade-union  bloc  which  led  to 
the  knifing  of  the  1926  British  General 
Strike.  This  led  to  the  subordination  of 
the  German  working  class  to  Hitler’s 
jackboot,  to  the  outright  suppression  of 
the  Spanish  revolution  in  the  late  1930s. 
By  selling  out  revolutionary  opportuni- 
ties at  the  end  of  World  War  II,  partic- 
ularly in  Italy,  France  and  Greece.  Sta- 
linism enabled  capitalism  to  survive,  and 
thus  prepared  the  way  for  its  own  ulti- 
mate demise. 

With  the  utter  liquidation  of  the  Com- 
munist International  as  an  instrument  for 
world  revolution.  Trotsky  organized  the 
founding  of  the  Fourth  International  in 
1938.  Today  the  International  Commu- 
nist League  Fights  for  the  rebirth  of  the 
Fourth  International,  whose  cadre  were 
decimated  by  Stalinist  and  Hitlerite  ter- 
ror and  which  Finally  succumbed  in  the 
early  1950s  to  an  internal  revisionist 
challenge  which  denied  the  need  for  an 
independent  revolutionary  leadership. 
Only  as  part  of  the  struggle  to  reforge 
an  authentic  world  party  of  socialist  rev- 
olution can  the  workers  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union  cohere  the  leadership  they 
need  to  sweep  away  the  grotesque  hor- 
rors they  now  confront  ■ 
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Leon  Trotsky,  elected  chairman  of  Petrograd  Soviet  of  Workers’  and  Soldiers’  Deputies  in  September  1917.  Red 
Guards  from  the  Putilov  factory  at  Smolny,  command  center  of  the  1917  Revolution. 


(continued  from  page  II ) 

working  people.  We  know  the  horrific 
reality  of  capitalist  chaos,  and  unfortu- 
nately we  see  exactly  this  threat  before 
the  Soviet  Union.  We  must  return  to  the 
road  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  This  is  our 
slogan. 

I am  here  not  as  an  individual,  but  as 
part  of  an  organization,  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Internation- 
alist). We  look  to  the  politics  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky;  this  is  the  kind  of  commu- 
nism we  think  is  needed  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  What  is  needed  in  the  world 
today  is  a planned  economy,  socialized 
forms  of  property,  workers  democracy — 
meaning  real  workers  soviets,  which  can 
collectively  work  out  economic  policy 
in  the  interests  of  the  toilers. 

What  we  are  seeing  today  is  capital- 
ism’s real  face.  But  our  opposition  is 
unique.  We  don't  share  the  political 
course  of  the  present-day  Stalinists,  who 
virtually  without  exception  have  entered 
the  “red-brown”  coalition.  We  think  that 
this  coalition  between  the  Stalinists  and 
the  monarchists  and  fascists  is  simply 
shameful — it  represents  a mortal  danger 
to  the  multinational  Soviet  workers 
movement.  We’re  talking  here  about 
groups  like  the  RKRP  & Co. 

Neither  do  we  share  the  politics  of 
those  groups  who  are  oriented  to  social 
democracy.  They  welcome  the  restora- 
tion of  capitalism — they  just  want  to 
make  sure  that  yesterday’s  nomenklatura 
elements  get  to  participate  in  it.  I mean 
groups  like  the  Socialist  Party  of  Labor, 
the  Labor  Party  and  the  like. 

Against  these  two  tendencies,  our 
International  Communist  League  repre- 
sents an  alternative  that  is  thoroughly 
unique;  that  of  Bolshevism,  Leninism, 
Trotskyism. 

Narrator:  Victor  was  bom  in  China, 
where  his  family  had  to  emigrate.  Some 
35  years  ago,  the  Granovskys  moved 
to  America.  Prior  to  the  Vietnam  War, 
Victor  had  no  interest  in  politics,  but  it 
was  America’s  military  activity  against 
an  underdeveloped  country  that  lit  a 
spark  which  later  grew  into  the  flame  of 
Leninism-Trotskyism.  He  came  to  the 
International  Communist  League  having 
become  interested  in  the  classics  of 
Marxism-Leninism  and  in  the  history 
of  the  land  of  the  soviets.  Victor  is  an 
artist  by  profession.  In  his  soul  he  is  a 
romantic. 

He  did  not  think  twice  before  leav- 
ing his  former  job  and  home  to  come 
to  Moscow  to  work  as  a designer  the 
moment  that  the  opportunity  arose.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  find  out  whether 
Granovsky  recognizes  any  equiva- 
lence between  the  war  in  Vietnam, 
which  so  affected  him,  and  the  war  in 
Afghanistan? 

Victor:  Having  experienced  a real  impe- 
rialist slaughter  in  Vietnam,  we  know 
beyond  a doubt  that  the  Red  Army  in 
Afghanistan  was  not  an  army  of  occupi- 
ers; on  the  contrary,  we  hailed  the  Red 
Army  in  Afghanistan.  And  I’ll  explain 
why:  it’s  because,  in  the  first  place,  the 
war  in  Afghanistan  was  really  a civil  war. 
On  one  side  was  a progressive  nationalist 
and  liberal  government  of  army  officers. 
Now  this  was  hardly  a Trotskyist  govern- 
ment, nor  even  a soviet  government,  but 
at  least  they  did  try  to  introduce  certain 
reforms  in  the  interests  of  women.  They 
regarded  women  not  as  animals,  slaves, 
but  proposed  that  women  should  be 
educated.  Afghanistan  was  never  a real 
nation;  it  was  a territory,  within  which 
various  tribes,  actually  prefeudal  tribes, 
were  at  war.  The  only  possibility  for 
progress  in  this  desperate  region  was  the 
extension  of  real  Soviet  power. 
Narrator:  I often  meet  communists  and 
other  people  who  support  this  position, 
and  I find  it  really  interesting.  People 
now  have  the  right  to  a free  vote,  but  as 
soon  as  you  ask  them  if  they  are  for  a 


multi-party  system,  they’ll  say,  “Yes, 
we're  in  favor  of  it.  but  only  for  socialist 
parties.”  How  do  Trotskyists  view  a 
multi-party  system? 

Victor:  We’re  in  favor  of  soviet  democ- 
racy. During  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  time  all 
parties  which  supported  soviet  power — 
i.e..  supported  collective  ownership  of 
property,  workers  democracy — enjoyed 
full  rights  to  publish  their  newspapers 
and  set  up  their  parties.  But  those  who 
took  the  road  of  savage  and  bloody  ter- 
ror against  the  workers — strikebreakers. 
Black  Hundreds,  pogromists,  real  coun- 
terrevolutionaries who  waged  a civil 
war  against  the  Soviet  Republic — that 
was  something  different.  We’re  for  full 
workers  democracy,  for  a multi-party 
system  within  the  framework  of  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat. 

Narrator:  Here  in  your  Spartacist  publi- 
cation you  speak,  for  example,  about 
"taking  the  great  stores  of  products”  into 
your  own  hands.  Do  you  think  that  this 
too  is  democratic? 

Victor:  It’s  a measure  of  self-defense,  so 
it’s  the  most  legal  and  “constitutional”  of 
actions.  Just  as  the  October  Revolution 
was  the  most  lawful  of  measures.  What 
it  means  is  the  defense  of  the  working 
people  from  the  thieves. 

Those  who  are  the  most  criminal — the 
most  vile  criminality  that  we  see  today — 
are  the  privatizers  who  are  grabbing 
everything  for  themselves.  It’s  not  just 
the  black  market  or  the  hidden  economy, 
it’s  a whole  section  of  the  bureaucracy 
who  are  today  simply  bragging  that  they 
are  about  to  privatize  industry  and  take 
it  over  for  themselves.  They  are  abso- 
lutely destroying  industry  now;  they’re 
talking  about  a decline  of  something  like 
50  percent  in  production  taking  place.  If 
the  working  people  are  to  defend  their 
workplaces,  if  industrial  production  is  to 
continue,  this  can  only  be  organized 
from  below  by  the  working  people. 
Narrator:  Now,  you  make  several  calls 
for  revolution,  and  you  regard  it  as 
perfectly  normal,  something  necessary. 
Doesn’t  that  mean  you  are  actually  ter- 
rorists, since  you  are  after  all  against  the 
powers  that  be  right  now? 

Victor:  We  are  not  terrorists.  This  is  a 
term  that  is  often  used  to  outlaw  people. 
No,  what  we  are  for  is  action  of  the  work- 
ing class.  We  have  our  political  views, 
and  we  propagandize  honestly  and 
openly  for  them.  When  Black  Hundreds, 
nationalist  extremists  and  fascists  attack 
the  workers  movement,  the  workers 
movement  must  defend  itself. 

In  America,  when  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
threatened  to  march  in  front  of  the 
American  White  House,  we  organized 
the  unions,  American  blacks,  civil 
rights  groups  and  students  in  a huge 
demonstration,  and  we  simply  drove  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  out  of  there.  This  was  a 
most  basic  act  of  self-defense  against 


the  real  terrorists. 

I should  also  mention  that  in  East 
Germany,  the  former  DDR,  on  3 January 
1990,  when  a potential  political  revolu- 
tion was  beginning  under  the  Honecker 
regime,  it  was  our  comrades,  the  Trot- 
skyists in  East  Germany,  who  initialed 
the  call  for  the  most  powerful  anti-fascist 
demonstration  in  the  history  of  Ger- 
many— 250,000  people  demonstrated  in 
defense  of  a monument  to  the  Soviet  mil- 
itary forces.  And  it’s  no  coincidence  that 
immediately  after  this  demonstration, 
Gorbachev  gave  the  green  light  to  the 
capitalist  unification  of  Germany,  the  so- 
called  Anschluss  (annexation). 

Narrator:  And  you  were  against  this? 
Victor:  We  were  against  the  capitalist 
reunification  of  Germany. 

Narrator:  So  you  were  for  BRD  (West 
Germany)  going  over  to  the  DDR? 
Victor:  We  were  in  favor  of  a socialist 
reunification  of  Germany,  for  political 
revolution  in  the  East  and  a socialist 
revolution  in  the  West. 

Narrator:  About  how  many  of  you  Trot- 
skyists are  there  around  the  world?  How 
many  are  for  your  party? 

Victor:  Our  numbers  are  not  enough. 
Fewer  than  a thousand  people,  say,  fewer 
than  Lenin  and  Trotsky  had  in  the  First 
World  War.  When  they  assembled  the 
conference  of  internationalists  in  Swit- 
zerland they  had  very  few  people.  But 
they  had  something  more  important. 
They  had  the  program  of  international- 
ism. expressing  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ers. And  with  this  program  they  won. 


Narrator:  In  your  Spartacist  Bulletin. 
you  talk  about  how  women  are  oppressed 
by  all  regimes  other  than  a soviet  one. 
and  that  only  under  communism  can 
women  achieve  equality,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  It  also  says  that  in  Vietnam,  where 
a war  took  place  which  lasted  for  20 
years,  women  are  allowed  to  participate 
in  military  activity.  Is  that  your  idea  of 
women’s  equality? 

Victor:  Women  must  not  be  merely 
unpaid  household  slaves.  They  must  be 
citizens  in  the  real  sense,  and  must  have 
every  right  and  privilege  that  men  have. 
Today  we  can  see  how  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  has  propagated  the  notion 
that  the  natural  place  of  women  is  in  the 
kitchen,  at  home  with  the  children.  We 
think  that  genuine  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalists have  to  be  at  the  same  time 
defenders  of  full  equal  rights  for  women. 

Narrator:  How  do  your  friends,  I mean 
your  non-political  friends  in  America, 
how  do  they  relate  to  you?  Do  they  think 
you’re  not  quite  OK.  because  you’ve 
taken  up  these  ideas? 

Victor:  Of  course,  communists  are  a 
minority  in  America.  But  people  in  Amer- 
ica do  understand  that  there  are  class 
contradictions  there,  that  we  have  real 
problems.  And  today  the  word  "capital- 
ism” has  really  become  a term  of  abuse, 
especially  since  the  upheaval  in  Los 
Angeles — and  it  wasn’t  limited  to  Los 
Angeles.  Dissatisfaction  has  reached 
such  a high  point  now  in  America  that 
even  friends  of  mine  who  don’t  share  my 
political  views  still  have  a pretty  good 
idea  of  what  we’re  talking  about.  ■ 
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Malcolm  X... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

foster  homes.  Malcolm  grows  up  with  whites  who  call 
him  “nigger"  so  routinely  he  doesn't  even  know  it's  a 
fighting  word.  He  excels  in  school  and  hopes  to  become 
a lawyer,  but  is  dissuaded  by  a patronizing  white 
schoolteacher  who  reproaches  Malcolm  for  aspiring  to 
a station  in  life  beyond  what  white  society  has  ordained 
as  proper  for  the  black  man. 

After  a series  of  dead-end  jobs,  shining  shoes  and 
slinging  sandwiches  while  working  on  the  railroad, 
Malcolm  (aka  "Detroit  Red")  finds  a more  lucrative 
hustle  as  a sidekick  to  “West  Indian  Archie"  running 
a small-time  numbers  racket  and  shacks  up  with  a blonde 
in  Harlem.  A falling-out  among  thieves  sends  Malcolm 
running  to  Boston,  where  he  sets  up  his  own  burglary 
ring.  A young  man  who  has  suffered  the  mental  lashes 
of  the  white  man’s  whip,  Malcolm  has  internalized 
racist  oppression.  He  bums  his  scalp  with  lye  to  "conk" 
his  hair,  then  smiles  and  says,  “looks  white,  don’t  it?” 
Busted  for  burglary,  a crime  which  normally  carried  a 
two-year  sentence,  Malcolm  and  his  buddy  “Shorty" 
are  sentenced  to  ten  years.  Malcolm  realizes  that  in 
the  eyes  of  the  racist  judge  (played,  in  one  of  the  movie’s 
many  in-jokes,  by  radical  lawyer  William  Kunstler)  his 
real  crime  was  sleeping  with  a white  woman. 

Malcolm  was  so  angry  and  defiant  that  his  nickname 
in  prison  was  “Satan.”  To  break  him.  the  guards  throw 
Malcolm  into  "the  hole" — solitary  confinement.  Ernest 
Dickerson — the  talented  cinematographer  of  all  Spike 
Lee’s  films — brilliantly  captures  what  a racist  hellhole 
America’s  prisons  are.  You  feel  the  unremitting  terror 
of  solitary,  the  fear  of  losing  your  mind  as  you're  envel- 
oped in  darkness,  filth  and  inchoate  noise.  When  a 
broken  Malcolm  slumps  into  blinding  light  and  mumbles 
his  prison  number  for  the  guards,  you  feel  rage  for 
how  he  has  been  dehumanized.  (This  sequence  ought 
to  spur  youth  to  check  out  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee’s fight  on  behalf  of  the  many  militants  who  still 
languish  behind  bars  in  this  country  for  no  crime  other 
than  running  afoul  of  the  racist  American  government — 
men  like  former  Black  Panthers  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  and 
Geronimo  Pratt,  and  West  Virginia  striker  Bob  Buck.) 

In  prison  Malcolm  becomes  a convert  to  Elijah 
Muhammad’s  Black  Muslims,  a religious  sect  which 
appeals  to  some  looking  for  a way  out  of  the  social 
pathology  of  America’s  ghettos  by  preaching  self- 
respect,  and  forgoing  drugs,  crime  and  a host  of  other 
things  from  pork  to  sex.  The  Black  Muslims’  puritanical 
moral  code  is  lathered  thickly  with  rhetoric  about 
"white  devils"  and  “black  empowerment" — a posture 
that  looks  defiant  but  in  reality  acquiesces  to  the  racist 
status  quo  by  endorsing  complete  and  total  segregation 
of  the  races.  Malcolm  X shows  this  in  one  scene:  when 
Jackie  Robinson  smashed  the  color  bar  in  the  major 
leagues,  black  prisoners  swung  their  bats  with  joy  and 
trounced  a white  team  in  a prison  yard  ballgame.  But 
Malcolm’s  Muslim  prison  mentor  sneers  at  this;  Mal- 
colm says  later,  “There  is  only  one  thing  I like  inte- 
grated. My  coffee.”  As  to  "empowerment,”  what  the 
Black  Muslims  seek  are  black-owned  businesses  so 
that  a layer  of  "upstanding”  blacks  can  exploit  the 
ghetto  masses  themselves.  Black  nationalism  seeks  a 


reactionary  utopian  “never-never  land"  at  a time  the 
whole  of  American  capitalism  has  been  contracting  and 
shriveling. 

A Spokesman  for  Militant  Self-Defense 

After  seven  years  in  prison.  Malcolm  was  released 
and  quickly  became  the  most  devoted  and  able  minister 
for  Elijah  Muhammad.  To  see  Spike  Lee  tell  it.  you 
would  think  that  Malcolm  X attracted  supporters  to 
Harlem’s  Temple  Seven  and  nationally  by  preaching 
the  faith.  Not!  It  was  because  he  departed  from  Muslim 
mysticism  and  talked  with  razor-sharp  clarity  about 
present-day  race  relations  and  the  black  struggle  that 
he  attracted  a personal  following  in  Harlem  and  beyond. 
Malcolm  X attacked  the  submissive  Christian  leader- 
ship of  the  civil  rights  movement  and  its  sacred  cows 
in  a way  no  one  else  did  before  or  since.  Describing 
King’s  sellout  of  the  1963  March  on  Washington  to 


uty  Chief  Inspector  said,  “No  one  man  should  have 
that  much  power")  and  saw  to  it  that  he  remained  vul- 
nerable to  attack.  New  York  City’s  stringent  gun  control 
laws  date  directly  from  legislation  rushed  through  the 
City  Council  against  carrying  rifles  or  shotguns  in  pub- 
lic— the  bill  was  aimed  at  preventing  Malcolm  X from 
carrying  his  carbine  in  his  car. 

Still,  as  Malcolm  himself  acknowledged,  the  Mus- 
lims were  perceived  as  people  who  "talk  tough,  but 
they  never  do  anything,  unless  somebody  bothers  Mus- 
lims.” It  was  true.  While  Malcolm  preached  against 
any  kind  of  integration,  the  masses  of  blacks  were  fight- 
ing to  smash  Jim  Crow  and  achieve  social,  political 
and  economic  integration  into  American  society.  Mal- 
colm X was  an  outside  critic  of  the  movement  for  black 
equality.  The  young  activists  in  the  Student  Nonviolent 
Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC)  were  growing  weary 
of  silently  enduring  racist  crackers  who  smeared  mus- 


September 1960: 
Cuban  revolutionary  leader 
Fidel  Castro  stayed  at 
Harlem’s  Hotel  Theresa  in 
solidarity  with  oppressed 
American  blacks.  Here  he 
dines  with  hotel  staff. 


the  Kennedy  administration  for  a tame  "farce  on  Wash- 
ington," Malcolm  X thundered: 

“If  you  think  I’m  telling  you  wrong,  you  bring  me  Martin 
Luther  King  and  A.  Philip  Randolph  and  James  Farmer 
and  those  other  three,  and  see  if  they'll  deny  it  over  a 
microphone.  No.  it  was  a sellout.  It  was  a takeover.  . 
They  controlled  it  so  tight,  they  told  those  Negroes  what 
lime  to  hit  town,  how  to  come,  where  to  slop,  what 
signs  to  carry,  what  song  to  sing,  what  speech  they  could 
make,  and  what  speech  they  couldn't  make:  and  then 
told  them  to  get  out  of  town  by  sundown.  And  every 
one  of  those  Toms  was  out  of  town  by  sundown....  It 
was  a circus,  a performance  that  beat  anything  Hollywood 
could  ever  do,  the  performance  of  the  year.  Reuther  and 
those  other  three  devils  should  get  an  Academy  Award 
for  the  best  actors  because  they  acted  like  they  really 
loved  Negroes  and  fooled  a whole  lot  of  Negroes.  And 
the  six  Negro  leaders  should  get  an  award  too.  for  the 
best  supporting  cast." 

— "Message  to  the  Grass  Roots," 

Malcolm  X Speaks 

Lee’s  movie  shows  the  respect  and  support  Malcolm 
earned  from  non-Muslims  in  Harlem  for  organizing  the 
dramatic  protest  outside  the  28th  Precinct,  where  a 
Muslim  brother  lay  bleeding  after  being  beaten  by  the 
police.  As  Malcolm  tells  it  in  his  Autobiography,  “Hun- 
dreds of  Harlem  Negroes  had  seen,  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  them  had  later  heard  how  we  had  shown 
that  almost  anything  could  be  accomplished  by  black 
men  who  would  face  the  white  man  without  fear."  The 
government  feared  Malcolm  (the  28th  Precinct’s  Dep- 


tard into  their  hair  at  lunch  counter  sit-ins,  or  worse, 
fired  shotgun  blasts  into  their  homes.  They  were  fed 
up  with  King’s  pacifism  and  derisively  referred  to  him 
as  “De  Lawd." 

This  army  of  civil  rights  militants  was  Malcolm  X’s 
real  audience.  Lee  simply  has  no  comprehension  of 
how  convulsive  and  polarized  was  the  period  in  which 
Malcolm  came  to  prominence.  The  entire  black  com- 
munity was  politically  mobilized,  as  well  as  a whole 
generation  of  white  liberal/radical  youth.  In  the  film, 
these  people  do  not  exist  for  Malcolm  X — but  they 
were  his  real  mass  base,  not  the  handful  of  blacks  who 
joined  the  Nation  of  Islam.  In  fact,  Malcolm’s  mem- 
bership in  the  Nation,  which  abstained  from  social 
struggle,  was  a major  impediment  to  increasing  his 
influence — a fact  which  underlay  his  split. 

As  we  wrote  in  our  1984  tribute,  "Malcolm  X: 
Courageous  Fighter  for  Black  Liberation": 

“Malcolm  personified  to  an  extreme  degree  the  funda- 
mental contradiction  of  black  nationalism.  As  a doctrine, 
nationalism  can  sometimes  attract  militant  blacks  deeply 
alienated  from  this  racist  society  and  who  have  no  illu- 
sions that  it  can  be  reformed.  But  American  blacks  are 
nor  a nation.  They  are  an  oppressed  color-caste  integrated 
into  American  capitalist  society  while  forcibly  segregated 
at  the  bottom  of  it.  Elijah  Muhammad's  call  ppon  the 
United  States  government  to  grant  several  states  for  a 
separate  black  nation  was  more  pie-in-the-sky  than  any 
continued  on  page  14 


IPuhammad  Speaks 

10  April  1964 


IPuhammad  .Speaks 

4 December  1964 


By  Minister  Louis  X 
( Boston,  Mass. ) 


TO  FOLLOW  MALCOLM 
IS  TO  BE  DOOMED" 

If  any  Muslim— whether  he 
be  an  Imam  or  just  a rich 
man— backed  a fool  like  Mal- 
colm In  building  a Mosque 
he  would  be  a fool  himself 
Only  those  who  wish  to  be 
led  to  hell,  or  to  their  doom 
will  follow  Malcolm  The  die 
is  set.  and  Malcolm  shall  not 
escape,  especially  after  such 
evil,  foolish  talk  about  his 
benefactor  (Elijah  Muham- 
mad) In  trying  to  rob  him  of 
the  divine  glory  which  Allah 
has  bestowed  upon  him 
Such  a man  as  Malcolm  Is 
worthy  of  death,  and  would 
have  met  with  death  If  It  had 
not  been  for  Muhammad's 
confidence  In  Allah  for  vic- 
tory over  the  enemies 


3iiistcn'tam  Nctos 


Gtl  Noble  urges  Farrahhan 


Tell  us  about  your  role 
in  Malcolm  X’s  murder 


Louis  Farrakhan  (far  left)  wanted 
Malcolm  X dead.  Muhammad 
Speaks  portrayed  Malcolm  as 
“traitor"  and  called  for  his  head 
to  roll. 


27  NOVEMBER  1992 
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Sp«r4CIST  S0S: 

aRMED  SELF' 

°ffense  fob 
GHETTO  A/**| 


Right  to 

self-defense  was 
key  issue  for  1960s 
black  radicals. 
Many  opposed 
Vietnam  War, 
solidarizing  with 
Vietnamese  toilers 
fighting  racist  U.S. 
imperialism. 


Malcolm  X... 

(continued  from  page  13) 

of  King’s  dreams.  Separatism  is  not  a program  for  social 
struggle  in  racist  America." 

— Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle  No.  2 

While  the  Black  Muslims  remained  aloof  from  strug- 
gle, young  black  radicals  were  attracted  to  the  demand 
for  "black  power"  precisely  because  of  the  inability  of 
the  liberal  civil  rights  movement  to  address  the  sys- 
tematic racist  oppression  inherent  in  this  capitalist  sys- 
tem. This  came  to  a head  in  the  North,  where  it  was 
clear  despite  formal  legal  equality  blacks  were  still 
forcibly  segregated  at  the  bottom  of  American  society, 
through  economic  factors  such  as  jobs,  education,  hous- 
ing. Their  frustration  exploded  in  the  ’60s  ghetto  riots, 
and  in  their  wake  despair  over  the  failure  of  liberal 
integration  led  to  the  spread  of  hardened  black  nation- 
alism. That  l?lack  militants  were  not  introduced  to  the 


Marxist  program  of  revolutionary  integrationism  at  the 
critical  juncture  is  in  large  part  due  to  the  capitulation 
of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  to  black  nationalism  and 
its  criminal  abstention  from  the  struggle  in  the  South 
(for  a fuller  analysis  of  this  period,  see  Spartacist  pam- 
phlet, “On  the  Civil  Rights  Movement,"  Black  History 
and  the  Class  Struggle  No.  2,  advertised  on  page  3). 

“Chickens  Come  Home  to  Roost” 

While  Spike  Lee  plays  up  Malcolm’s  moral  revulsion 
at  the  discovery  of  Elijah  Muhammad’s  sexual  exploits 
with  young  Muslim  women  and  ostentatious  high  liv- 
ing, an  immediate  cause  of  Malcolm  X’s  split  with  the 
Nation  of  Islam  was  his  bold  and  unsparing  assessment 
of  the  Kennedy  assassination,  that  it  was  a case  of 
"chickens  coming  home  to  roost."  The  film  shows  the 
tremendous  courage  it  took  for  Malcolm  X to  make 
such  a statement  in  the  midst  of  a national  orgy  of 
patriotic  mourning  (even  ostensibly  “socialist"  groups 
like  the  Communist  Party  and  the  Socialist  Workers 


Party  fell  over  themselves  offering  condolences  to  the 
First  Lady).  And  Elijah  Muhammad,  despite  all  the 
“white  devil"  rhetoric,  was  outraged  that  his  disciple 
let  loose  with  such  an  affront  to  the  white  ruling  class, 
because  it  would  be  very,  very  bad  for  business. 

But  since  Lee  does  not  show  the  bloody  terror  per- 
petrated by  the  U.S.  government  on  black  marchers 
throughout  the  South,  on  Africans  in  the  Congo,  against 
the  Cuban  Revolution  and  against  the  people  of  Vietnam, 
how  are  youth  today  to  understand  what  is  coming 
home  to  roost?  Moreover,  the  film  never  indicates  that 
Malcolm’s  attacks  on  the  Kennedy/Johnson  White 
House  were  central  to  his  political  stance  and  his  appeal 
to  the  radicalizing  youth  in  the  black  struggle.  Searing 
speeches,  like  “The  Ballot  or  the  Bullet” — where  Mal- 
colm exposes  the  hand-in-glove  workings  of  the  South- 
ern Dixiecrats  with  the  Northern  liberals,  and  declares. 
“A  vote  for  a Democrat  is  a vote  for  a Dixiecrat” — have 
no  place  in  Lee’s  Film.  Indeed,  when  interviewed  about 
the  cause  of  the  L.A.  riots.  Spike  Lee  said.  “The  Dem- 
ocratic administration  tried  to  help  the  poor,  but  Reagan 
and  Bush  are  not  concerned”  (Liberation  (Paris),  5 May). 

Refusing  to  be  silenced  by  Elijah  Muhammad  for 
speaking  out  on  the  Kennedy  assassination,  and 
increasingly  aware  that  the  Nation  was  responsible  for 
the  death  threats  he  and  his  family  received.  Malcolm 
split  from  the  Nation  of  Islam.  He  formed  his  own 
organizations.  Muslim  Mosque,  Inc.  and  the  OAAU 
(Organization  of  Afro-American  Unity),  and  made  clear 
that  he  would  engage  in  secular  political  struggles.  At 
an  OAAU  meeting  the  next  year.  Malcolm  read  aloud 
a telegram  he  had  sent  to  the  American  Nazi  leader 
George  Lincoln  Rockwell: 

“This  is  to  warn  you  that  I am  no  longer  held  in  check 
from  fighting  white  supremacists  by  Elijah  Muhammad's 
separatist  Black  Muslim  movement,  and  that  if  your 
present  racist  agitation  against  our  people  there  in  Ala- 
bama causes  physical  harm  to  Reverend  King  or  any 
other  black  Americans  who  are  only  attempting  to  enjoy 
their  rights  as  free  human  beings,  that  you  and  your  Ku 
Klux  Klan  friends  will  be  met  with  maximum  physical 
retaliation  from  those  of  us  who  are  not  handcuffed 
by  the  disarming  philosophy  of  nonviolence,  and  who 
believe  in  asserting  our  right  of  self-defense — by  any 
means  necessary.” 

— Malcolm  X Speaks 

Back  from  Mecca 

Shortly  after  his  split  from  the  Nation  of  Islam.  Mal- 
colm made  the  Muslims’  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  This 
trip  and  a subsequent  lengthy  tour  through  Africa  con- 
vinced Malcolm  that  it  was  wrong  to  narrowly  define 
the  struggle  against  oppression  in  racial  terms.  In  Spike 
Lee’s  movie,  this  fundamental  break  from  black  sepa- 
ratism is  portrayed  simply  as  a realization  that  Muslims 
come  in  all  complexions,  therefore  not  all  white  people 
can  be  “devils,"  and  true  “spiritualism”  can  forge  a 
brotherhood  of  humanity.  You'd  think  Malcolm  was 
ready  to  link  arms  with  the  Kennedys  and  sing  “We 
Shall  Overcome"!  Hardly. 

A more  realistic  picture  of  the  times  is  provided  by 
SNCC  activists  John  Lewis  and  Donald  Harris,  who 
met  up  with  Malcolm  in  Ghana  in  1964.  and  wrote 
home  that  people  would  tell  them.  “‘If  you  are  to  the 
right  of  Malcolm,  you  might  as  well  start  packing  right 
now  ’cause  no  one’ll  listen  to  you'....  After  a day  of 
this  we  found  that  we  must,  immediately  on  meeting 
people,  state  our  own  position  in  regard  to  where  we 
stood  on  certain  issues — Cuba.  Vietnam,  the  Congo. 
Red  China  and  the  UN.  and  what  SNCC’s  role,  guide- 
lines and  involvement  in  the  rights  struggle  was”  (Mal- 
colm X Speaks). 

Malcolm  wrote  that  "travel  broadens."  Meeting  fight- 
ers from  successful  revolutionary  wars  against  British. 
French  and  U.S.  imperialism  got  him  thinking  about 
how  to  redefine  the  struggle  against  racist  and  colonial 
oppression.  After  a conversation  with  a man  who  helped 
drive  the  French  out  of  Algeria.  Malcolm  said: 

"He  was  an  African,  but  he  was  Algerian,  and  to  all 
appearances,  he  was  a white  man.  And  he  said  if  I define 
my  objective  as  the  victory  of  black  nationalism,  where 
does  that  leave  him?  Where  does  that  leave  revolution- 
aries in  Morocco,  Egypt,  Iraq.  Mauritania?  So  he  showed 
me  where  I was  alienating  people  who  were  true 
revolutionaries,  dedicated  to  overthrowing  the  system  of 
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Of  all  the  national  Negro  leaders  in  this  country, 
the  one  who  was  known  uniquely  for  his  militancy, 
intransigence,  and  refusal  to  be  the  liberals’  front- 
man has  been  shot  down.  This  new  political  assas- 
sination is  another  indicator  of  the  rising  current 
of  irrationality  and  individual  terrorism  which  the 
decay  of  our  society  begets.  Liberal  reaction  is  pre- 
dictable, and  predictably  disgusting.  They  are,  of 
course,  opposed  to  assassination,  and  some  may  even 
contribute  to  the  fund  for  the  education  of  Mal- 
colm’s children,  but  their  mourning  at  the  death  of 
the  head  of  world  imperialism  had  a considerably 
greater  ring  of  sincerity  than  their  regret  at  the 
murder  of  a black  militant  who  wouldn’t  play  their 
game. 

Black  Muslims? 

The  official  story  is  that  Black  Muslims  killed  Mal- 
:olm.  But  we  should  not  hasten  to  accept  this  to 
date  unproved  hypothesis.  The  New  York  Police, 
for  example,  had  good  cause  to  be  afraid  of  Malcolm, 
and  with  the  vast  resources  of  blackmail  and  coer- 
cion which  are  at  their  disposal,  they  also  had  ample 
opportunity,  and  of  course  would  have  little  reaeon 
to  fear  exposure  were  they  involved.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Muslim  theory  cannot  be  discounted  out 
of  hand  because  the  Muslims  are  not  a political 
group,  and  in  substituting  religion  for  science,  and 
color  mysticism  for  rational  analysis,  they  have  a 
world  view  which  eould  encompass  the  efficacy  and 
morality  of  assassination.  A man  who  has  a direct 
pipeline  to  God  can  justify  anything. 

No  Program 

The  main  point,  however,  is  not  who  killed  Mal- 
colm, but  why  could  he  be  killed?  In  the  literal 
sense,  of  course,  any  man  can  be  killed,  but  why 
was  Malcolm  particularly  vulnerable?  The  answer 
to  this  question  makes  of  Malcolm’s  death  tragedy 
of  the  sharpest  kind,  and  in  the  literal  Greek  sense. 
Liberals  and  Elijah  have  tried  to  make  Malcolm  a 
victim  of  his  own  (non-existent)  doctrines  of  vio- 
lence. This  is  totally  wrong  and  totally  hypocriticaL 
Malcolm  was  the  most  dynamic  national  leader  to 
have  appeared  in  America  in  the  last  decade.  Com- 
pared with  him  the  famous  Kennedy  personality  was 
a flimsy  cardboard  creation  of  money,  publicity, 
makeup,  and  the  media.  Malcolm  had  none  of  those, 
but  a righteous  eause  and  iron  character  forged  by 
white  America  in  the  fire  of  discrimination,  addic- 
tion, prison,  and  incredible  calumny.  He  had  a dif- 
ficult to  define  but  almost  tangible  attribute  called 


charisma.  When  you  heard  Malcolm  speak,  even 
when  you  heard  him  say  things  that  were  wrong  and 
confusing,  you  wanted  to  believe.  Malcolm  could 
move  men  deeply.  He  was  the  stuff  of  which  mass 
leaders  are  made.  Commencing  his  public  life  in  the 
context  of  the  apolitical,  irrational  religiosity  and 
racial  mysticism  of  the  Muslim  movement,  his  break 
toward  politicalness  and  rationality  was  slow,  pain- 
ful, and  terribly  incomplete.  It  is  useless  to  speculate 
on  how  far  it  would  have  gone  had  he  lived.  He  had 
entered  prison  a burgler,  an  addict,  and  a victim.  He 
emerged  a Muslim  and  a free  man  forever.  Elijah 
Muhammed  and  the  Lost-Found  Nation  of  Islam 
were  thus  inextricably  bound  up  with  his  personal 
emancipation.  In  any  event,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  bad  not  yet  developed  a clear,  explicit,  and  ration- 
al social  program.  Nor  had  he  led  his  followers  in 
the  kind  of  transitional  struggle  necessary  to  the 
creation  of  a successful  mass  movement.  Lacking 
such  a program,  he  could  not  develop  cadres  based  on 
program.  What  cadre  he  had  was  based  on  Malcolm 
X instead.  Hated  and  feared  by  the  power  structure, 
and  the  focus  of  the  paranoid  feelings  of  his  former 
colleagues,  his  charisma  made  him  dangerous,  and 
his  lack  of  developed  program  and  cadre  made  him 
vulnerable.  His  death  by  violence  had  a high  order 
of  probability,  as  he  himself  clearly  felt. 

H<?roic  and  Tragic  Figure 

The  murder  of  Malcolm,  and  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences flowing  from  that  murder  for  Malcolm’s  or- 
ganization and  black  militancy  in  genera],  does  not 
mean  that  the  militant  black  movement  can  always 
be  decapitated  with  a shotgun.  True,  there  is  an 
agonizing  gap  in  black  leadership  today.  On  the  one 
hand  there  are  the  respectable  servants  of  the  liberal 
establishment;  men  like  James  Farmer  whose  con- 
temptible effort  to  blame  Malcolm’s  murder  on  “Chi- 
nese Communists”  will  only  hasten  his  eclipse  as  a 
leader,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  ranks  of  the  mili- 
tants have  yet  to  produce  a man  with  the  leadership 
potential  of  Malcolm.  But  such  leadership  will  even- 
tually be  forthcoming.  This  is  a statistical  as  well  as 
a social  certainty.  This  leadership,  building  on  the 
experience  of  others  such  as  Malcolm,  and  emanci- 
pated from  his  religiosity,  will  build  a movement  in 
which  the  black  masses  and  their  allies  can  lead  the 
third  great  American  revolution.  Then  Malcolm  X 
will  be  remembered  by  black  and  white  alike  as  a 
heroic  and  tragic  figure  in  a dark  period  of  our  com- 
mon history.  ■ 
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exploitation....  I had  to  do  a lot  of  thinking  and  re- 
appraising of  my  definition  of  black  nationalism...  I 
haven't  been  using  the  expression  for  several  months  " 
— “Young  Socialist  Interview,” 

By  Any  Means  Necessary 

But  Malcolm’s  x-ray  vision,  which  had  never  failed 
to  see  through  the  hypocrisy  of  American  bourgeois 
politics,  went  myopic  on  him  in  Africa.  It’s  almost 
embarrassing  to  read  his  accolades  to  the  Saudi  mon- 
archy— the  last  state  on  the  planet  to  practice  legal 
chattel  slavery  of  black  Africans  and  women!  And  he 
had  big-time  illusions  in  the  United  Nations  (a  den  of 
thieves  and  their  victims)  as  an  ostensibly  independent 
and  moral  entity. 

Thus  Malcolm  had  a plan  to  press  charges  in  the 
UN  against  the  United  States  for  its  heinous  crimes 
against  the  20  million  descendants  of  Africans  brought 
to  America's  shores  in  bondage.  Although  the  UN's 
composition  was  changing  with  the  admittance  of  a 
host  of  former  black  African  colonies,  even  at  the  time 
the  UN  was  complicit  in  the  assassination  of  Patrice 
Lumumba,  the  radical  nationalist  Congolese  leader. 
And  Malcolm  was  basically  blind  to  the  nature  of  the 
African  regimes  which  talked  of  so-called  “nonalign- 
ment” and  even  “socialism"  as  they  exploited  and 
repressed  the  workers  and  peasants.  Now,  after  the  U.S. 
slaughter  of  100,000  Iraqis  and  the  destruction  of  the 
country  (carried  out  under  the  “neutral"  UN  flag  with 
the  active  support  of  African  and  Arab  states),  such  a 
perspective  is  grotesque. 

The  Legacy  of  Malcolm  X 

Malcolm  X opens  with  a powerful  sequence  of 
images — the  horrific  and  familiar  clips  of  the  police 
beating  of  Rodney  King  give  way  to  a giant  American 
flag  that  ignites  and  smoulders  into  a giant  "X."  It’s  a 
promise  that  this  film  will  have  relevance  to  the  urgent 
problems  plaguing  black  America  today.  It's  a promise 
unfulfilled.  By  omission,  this  film  is  a conscious  cover- 
up  of  some  very  sinister  enemies  of  black  rights  and 
a perversion  of  Malcolm's  greatest  strength — the  ability 
to  see  the  two-party  political  system  in  America  for 
the  con  game  it  is. 

This  film  shows  that  both  the  FBI  and  the  Nation 
of  Islam  wanted  Malcolm  dead.  Yet  a cameo  role  is 
given  to  avowed  FBI  fink  A1  Sharpton.  who  wore  a 
wire  for  the  feds  to  spy  on  other  black  activists!  That 
Spike  Lee  can  get  away  with  such  a maneuver  speaks 
volumes  to  the  dearth  of  struggle  and  the  low  level  of 
political  consciousness  today.  Twenty  years  ago,  audi- 
ences would  have  walked  out  or  thrown  something  at 
the  fat  fink  the  moment  he  appeared  on  the  big  screen! 

As  to  the  Nation  of  Islam's  involvement,  Malcolm 
X clearly  shows  that  Elijah  Muhammad  and  his  very 
disciplined  followers  wanted  Malcolm  dead  and  gone. 
But  the  sinister  figure  who  replaced  Malcolm  as  min- 
ister in  Harlem's  Temple  Seven,  and  became  the  Nation 
of  Islam’s  hatchet  man  for  the  savage  hate  campaign 
against  Malcolm  X.  is  still  around.  He  now  heads  the 
Nation  of  Islam.  His  name  is  Louis  Fartakhan.  Spike 


Lee  interviewed  Farrakhan  before  making  the  movie 
and  confronted  him  with  the  damning  evidence — the 
death  threats  against  Malcolm  X — issued  by  Farrakhan 
himself  in  Muhammad  Speaks  and  reprinted  here.  But 
when  the  cameras  rolled.  Lee  pulled  his  punches  and 
Farrakhan  is  not  mentioned  in  this  film. 

As  black  historian  Clayborne  Carson  wrote,  “Some 
viewers  may  even  see  Farrakhan  as  a modern-day 
Malcolm”  (.San  Francisco  Examiner.  22  November). 
Carson  also  noted: 

"By  ignoring  the  political  Malcolm  in  favor  of  the  per- 
sonal story.  Lee  makes  it  difficult  for  viewers  to  under- 
stand why  FBI  and  CIA  surveillance  of  Malcolm 
increased  rather  than  decreased  after  he  abandoned  the 
anti-white  teachings  of  Elijah  Muhammad.  During  his 
last  year.  Malcolm  was  considered  a major  threat  by  these 
agencies  because  his  talents  were  no  longer  confined 
within  a small,  apolitical  religious  cult." 

Malcolm  X was  a compelling  figure,  and  every- 
body wants  a piece  of  him — indeed,  the  most  diverse 
political  tendencies  claim  this  remarkable  man  as 
“theirs"  and  assert  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
inexorably  moving  toward  their  own  political  positions. 
Clayborne  Carson’s  own  angle  is  to  say  that  Malcolm 
was  coming  around  to  reconciliation  with  M L.  King 
and  “nonviolence."  But  this  remarkable  man’s  life  was 
tragically  cut  short;  he  was  robbed  of  the  chance  to 
evolve  politically,  in  what  direction  we  do  not  know. 
As  we  wrote  in  our  1965  obituary  (Spartacist  No.  4, 
May-June  1965): 

“He  was  the  stuff  of  which  mass  leaders  are  made.  Com- 
mencing his  public  life  in  the  context  of  the  apolitical, 
irrational  religiosity  and  racial  mysticism  of  the  Muslim 
movement,  his  break  toward  politicalness  and  rationality 
was  slow',  painful,  and  terribly  incomplete.  It  is  useless 
to  speculate  on  how  far  it  would  have  gone  had  he 
lived....  In  any  event,  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had 
not  yet  developed  a clear,  explicit,  and  rational  social 
program.  Nor  had  he  led  his  followers  in  the  kind  of 
transitional  struggle  necessary  to  the  creation  of  a suc- 
cessful mass  movement.” 

Still,  Malcolm’s  intransigent  commitment  to  the  truth 
and  his  uncompromising  opposition  to  racist  America 
make  him  a hero  for  Marxists  like  us  who  see  the  fight 
for  black  liberation  as  strategic  to  a workers  revolution 
against  the  whole  hideous  and  irrational  profit  system. 

As  the  voice  of  the  angry  black  ghetto,  Malcolm  X 
knew  that  the  Southern-based  civil  rights  struggle  for 
formal  equality  could  not  achieve  freedom  for  black 
people  in  capitalist  America.  No  new  civil  rights  bill 
could  begin  to  address  the  systematic  racist  discrimi- 
nation and  dehumanizing  conditions  that  the  black  pop- 
ulation was  forced  to  suffer  in  big  Northern  ghettos 
like  Detroit,  Roxbury  and  Harlem — where  blacks  were, 
of  course,  “equal"  under  the  law. 

The  avalanche  of  blows  by  police  billyclubs  on  a 
black  man  named  Rodney  King,  and  the  outrageous 
acquittal  of  his  cop  tormenters,  taught  a lot  of  people 
that  there  is  something  fundamentally  wrong  with  this 
society  that  no  piecemeal  reform  can  change.  It  was  a 
clear  racist  atrocity.  And  the  mass  upheaval  of  anger 
against  it  was  plebeian  and  multiracial.  As  young  peo- 


ple took  to  the  streets  around  the  country,  they  were 
busted  by  black  mayors  who  waved  their  "nonviolent” 
civil  rights  credentials  in  one  hand  and  waved  in  vicious 
police  assaults  with  the  other.  One  last  speech  by 
Malcolm  X seems  particularly  prescient: 

“In  1963,  one  of  their  devices  to  let  off  the  steam  of 
frustration  was  the  march  on  Washington....  In  ’64.  what 

was  it?  The  civil-rights  bill What  will  they  give  us 

in  1965?  I just  read  where  they  planned  to  make  a 
black  cabinet  member.  Yes,  they  have  a new  gimmick 
every  year.  They're  going  to  lake  one  of  their  boys, 
black  boys,  and  put  him  in  the  cabinet,  so  he  can  walk 
around  Washington  with  a cigar — fire  on  one  end  and 
fool  on  the  other." 

— “Prospects  for  Freedom  in  1965." 

Malcolm  X Speaks 

Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Conditions  for  black  youth  in  America  today  are 
much  worse  than  in  Malcolm's  time.  Ghettoized  youth 
are  considered  by  the  ruling  class  to  be  a “surplus" 
population.  There  are  no  jobs  for  them  and  thus  no 
need  to  educate  them.  Some  two  million  manufacturing 
jobs  have  disappeared  in  this  country  over  the  past 
decade,  and  the  real  incomes  of  black  working  parents 
under  the  age  of  30  were  driven  down  by  a staggering 
48  percent  between  1973  and  1990.  But  while  the  black 
poor  were  being  ravaged,  a layer  of  black  yuppies 
emerged,  moving  out  of  the  ghettos.  Currently  the  top 
20  percent  of  black  families  account  for  almost  half  of 
all  black  income — a degree  of  inequality  greater  than 
among  whites. 

These  facts  alone  explode  the  black  nationalist  myth 
of  a common  interest  of  all  black  people.  While  the 
overall  conditions  for  black  people  have  gotten  much, 
much  worse,  there  is  a growing  perception — from  white 
Caterpillar  workers  in  the  Midwest,  to  Latinos  in  L.A.. 
to  black  youth  in  Harlem — that  the  fundamental  divi- 
sion tn  this  country  is  not  between  black  and  white, 
but  between  haves  and  have  nuts.  And  despite  the  loot- 
ing and  deindustrialization  of  America  by  the  capitalist 
class,  black  workers  still  play  a strategic  role  in  the 
American  economy  and  organized  labor  movement.  All 
those  basic  jobs  which  keep  American  society  function- 
ing— bus  drivers,  hospital  workers,  subway  molormen. 
sanitation  workers,  longshoremen,  postal  carriers— are 
disproportionately  held  by  blacks.  And  therein  lies  their 
tremendous  potential  power,  as  black  workers,  as  part 
of  an  integrated  working  class  leading  all  the  oppressed. 
As  we  wrote  at  the  time  of  the  Los  Angeles  riots  (“L.A. 
Upheaval  Shakes  America.”  WV  No.  551.  15  May): 
"These  black  proletarians  can  serve  as  a bridge  between 
the  ghetto  poor  and  the  organized  labor  movement.  Con- 
ditions are  overripe  for  a massive  social  explosion  in  this 
country  extending  from  the  ghettos  and  Hispanic  barrios 
to  while  skilled  workers,  many  of  them  one  paycheck 
away  from  bankruptcy  and  eviction . ...  Decisive  in  the 
outcome  will  be  the  construction  of  a multiracial  com- 
munist vanguard  party  such  as  Lenin  and  the  Bolsheviks 
built  in  tsarist  Russia's  prison  house  of  nations.'  which 
led  the  multinational  working  class  in  a success! ul  insur- 
rection against  the  capitalist  order."* 
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1 38th  St.  and  Convent  Ave.  (#i  train  to  Broadway  & 1 16th  St.) 


NEW  YORK  CITY  For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 


Guest  Speaker:  Bernard  Branche,  Member  ATU  Local  308 

Date  and  time  to  be  announced  UIC  Circle  Center 

For  more  information:  (312)  663-0715  (see  Activities  Board  for  room) 


CHICAGO 


WV  Photo 


Washington,  D.C.:  Labor-black  mobilization  initiated  by  the  Spartacist 
League  stopped  the  KKK  on  27  November  1982. 
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pretensions  to  be  one  “bad”  black  filmmaker.  Spike 
Lee  has  managed  to  turn  Malcolm  X into  a... liberal'. 
Through  Lee’s  lens.  Malcolm  X emerges  from  Mecca 
as  a combination  of  Gandhi  and  Martin  Luther 
King.  Jr.  A generation  after  the  defining  battles  of  the 
civil  rights  movement,  black  revisionist  history  casts 
Malcolm  and  Martin  as  partners  in  a joint  struggle  for 
black  rights.  But  Malcolm  X’s  political  role  was 
defined  against  King  and  all  the  preachers  of  liberal 
accommodation  to  the  racist  power  structure. 

The  present  generation  of  black  intellectuals  is  over- 
whelmingly remote  from  mass  political  struggle,  so  that 
they  cannot  think  programmatically  and  strategically. 
Nonviolent  resistance  vs.  armed  self-defense,  support 
for  the  liberal  wing  of  the  Democratic  Party  vs. 
independent  political  action,  the  relation  of  national 
liberation  struggles  in  Africa  and  Asia  to  the  American 
black  movement — these  are  the  issues  which  defined 
Malcolm  X and  determined  his  appeal.  Since  Lee  does 
not  present  the  political  climate  of  the  '60s,  the 
evolution  of  Malcolm  X and  the  specific  positions  he 
takes  in  the  film  remain  inexplicable. 

Lee  views  Malcolm  X through  the  perspective  of 
the  self-conscious  black  intelligentsia  of  the  renovated 
brownstones  of  Bed-Stuy  and  Fort  Greene.  From  his 
previous  films  produced  through  his  40  Acres  and  a 
Mule  Productions,  to  Spike’s  Boutique  at  Macy’s,  to 
Malcolm  X,  Lee  focuses  on  personal  development  and 
promotes  “black  capitalism.”  If  he  draws  the  line  at 
marketing  "X  Air-Freshener”  (“eradicate  odors  by  any 
means  necessary”),  it  is  only  because  this  product  is  too 
downscale  for  Lee’s  target  audience.  Ultimately  this 
world  view  is  not  hostile  to  American  capitalist  rule. 
Thus  it’s  no  accident  that  Lee’s  Malcolm  emerges  as 
no  threat  to  the  bourgeoisie:  Malcolm  X received  rave 
reviews  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  among  other  places. 

From  Street  Hustler  to  Muslim  Minister 

The  film  is  best,  and  most  faithful  to  the  Autobiog- 
raphy, in  capturing  Malcolm’s  early  years.  Malcolm 
Little’s  family  home  is  burned  to  the  ground  by  robed, 
hooded  Klansmen  who  later  murder  his  father,  a fol- 
lower ot  Marcus  Garvey  and  a proud  man  who  refused 
to  submit  to  white  supremacy.  His  mother  is  then 
judged  unfit  to  fend  for  her  children,  and  the  state  takes 
Malcolm  and  all  his  siblings  and  splits  them  up  in 
continued  on  page  13 


Young  Spartacus  Film  Review 


A biographical  film  on  Malcolm  X has  been  more 
than  20  years  in  the  making,  a project  almost  as  con- 
troversial as  the  man  himself.  Now  Spike  Lee  has 
finally  brought  it  to  the  big  screen.  Starved  for  black 
leadership,  and  finding  in  Malcolm  X a legend  who 
refused  to  submit  to  the  racist  white  ruling  class, 
inner-city  youth  are  hitting  the  books  and  fueling  a 
self-motivated  literacy  drive  that  school  librarians  never 
dreamed  of.  This  year  alone,  more  than  a million  copies 
of  The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm  X have  been  sold — ten 
times  the  number  sold  when  it  was  first  published  in  the 
mid-’60s.  It’s  a damn  good  thing  youth  are  reading 
Malcolm  X in  his  own  words,  because  despite  great 
sound  and  vibrant  color,  Lee’s  Malcolm  X is  a celluloid 
blank  space  in  history — the  mass  struggles  for  black 
rights  are  missing  from  the  movie. 

It  is  something,  in  this  racist  society,  to  make  a film 
that  gives  humanity  back  to  a black  militant  who 
the  entire  power  structure  feared,  hated  and  demon- 
ized. But  Lee’s  reverence  for  Malcolm  X becomes  70 
millimeter  mythology.  Removed  from  the  convulsive 
political  struggles  of  the  times  which  defined  him  and 
formed  the  context  in  which  he  emerged  as  black  Amer- 
ica’s uncompromising  truthteller,  Lee’s  Malcolm  is  a 
cardboard  messiah.  The  domestic  and  international 
battles  which  tore  this  country  apart  and  politicized 
an  entire  generation  of  youth,  black  as  well  as  white — 


the  Cuban  Revolution,  the  colonial  revolts  in  Asia 
and  Africa,  Vietnam,  the  civil  rights  movement — are 
nowhere  in  this  film. 

As  the  voice  for  self-defense  for  black  people,  Mal- 
colm X didn’t  play  by  the  rules  of  bourgeois  politics. 
He  named  names  and  denounced  Martin  Luther  King. 
Jr.,  Bayard  Rustin,  et  al.,  as  the  “Uncle  Toms”  who 
counseled  the  suffering  black  masses  to  "turn  the  other 
cheek”  in  the  face  of  murderous  racist  attacks  perpe- 
trated by  Dixiecrats.  And  he  saw  clearly  the  hypocrisy 
of  Northern  white  liberal  Democrats  like  John  and  Rob- 
ert Kennedy  who  "came  to  the  aid”  of  blacks  by  sending 
the  FBI  and  federal  marshals... to  clamp  down  on  their 
struggles.  In  the  film,  there's  no  conflict  between  black 
radicals  and  "respectable"  black  leaders,  no  names 
named.  Yet  it  was  precisely  Malcolm’s  strident  oppo- 
sition to  the  entire  liberal  political  firmament  that 
established  him  as  the  voice  of  the  angry  black  ghetto 
and  gave  him,  eventually,  a mass  appeal  and  signifi- 
cance in  history. 

Stripped  out  of  any  social  context,  Lee’s  Malcolm  X 
plays  like  a “Booker  T."  remodeled  for  the  '90s — mag- 
netic Denzel  Washington  is  a Malcolm  whose  message 
is  to  uplift  the  race  by  pulling  yourself  up  by  your  own 
bootstraps,  living  clean  and  emancipating  yourself  from 
the  “prison  in  your  mind.”  Hardly  a program  for  rev- 
olutionary social  change!  Despite  his  intentions  and 


George  Holliday  Video 


W V °hoto 

Racist  cop  beating  of  Rodney  King  (left).  Black  youth  look  to 
Malcolm  X,  as  depicted  in  mural  at  Locke  High  School  in  South 
Central  Los  Angeles. 
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“Humanitarian”  Cover  for  Imperialist  Occupation 


U.S.  Global  Cops 
Out  of  Somalia! 


President  Bush  has  ordered  a massive 
military  intervention  into  Somalia,  code- 
named  "Operation  Restore  Hope.”  With 
public  opinion  horrified  by  the  images 
of  Somali  children  slowly  starving  to 
death  as  local  warlords  seize  most  of  the 
food  aid.  Bush  promises  to  use  the  U.S. 
military  to  ensure  that  the  desperate  pop- 
ulation is  fed.  President-elect  Bill  Clinton 
quickly  gave  his  enthusiastic  support  to 
a military  intervention  whose  purpose  is 
supposedly  not  strategic  gain  but  human- 
itarian relief.  But  behind  this  feigned  con- 
cern by  the  racist  American  rulers  for 
starving  black  Africans  is  the  sinister 
reality  of  U.S.  imperialism,  which  is 
using  the  famine  in  Somalia  to  justify 
direct  military  intervention  in  Africa. 

While  TV  is  filled  with  heart-rending 
scenes  of  Somali  children  with  distended 
bellies  and  sunken  eyes,  followed  by 
shots  of  Mad  Max  road  warriors  roaming 
around  in  their  “technicals”  (pickup 
trucks  with  mounted  machine  guns),  this 
is  the  excuse  for  sending  in  a colonial 
expeditionary  force  of  28,000  to  35.000 
U.S.  troops.  To  distribute  food?  To  put 
down  gangs  armed  with  AKs?  Hardly. 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
General  Colin  Powell  explained  that  it 
had  to  be  "a  large  enough  force  that  we 
could  dominate  the  entire  country,"  and 
"these  numbers  may  go  up  considerably” 
[New  York  Times,  5 December). 

The  media  are  trying  to  sell  the 
lie.  particularly  to  black  people  in  this 
country,  that  the  imperialists  are  “com- 
ing to  the  aid"  of  the  impoverished 
people  of  war-tom  Somalia  out  of 
"humanitarian”  concern.  Nonsense.  The 
famine  in  Africa  is  caused  by  imperial- 
ist exploitation,  which  drives  the  pop- 
ulation into  conditions  of  poverty  that 
are  below  the  minimum  level  for  sur- 
vival (see  “Imperialism  Starves  Africa.” 
WV  No.  561,  16  October).  Deprived 
of  food  and  currency  reserves,  the  Afri- 
can nations  are  decimated  by  natural 
disasters  like  drought,  or  political  and 
economic  crises.  In  Somalia,  mass  star- 
vation has  resulted  from  the  breakup  of 
the  country,  a by-product  of  the  capi- 
talist counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  After  coming  to  power  at  the 
end  of  the  1960s,  murderous  Somali 
strongman  Siad  Barre  was  able  to  play 
off  the  USSR  and  the  U.S.  to  obtain 
financial  aid  and  sophisticated  arms  until 
he  was  overthrown  in  early  1991. 

Now  Washington 
claims  it  is  going 
to  fix  the  situation 
in  Somalia.  General 
Powell  says  that  the 
U.S.  army  is  going 
to  Somalia  "like  the 
cavalry  coming  to  the 
rescue"  (CNN,  5 De- 
cember). The  idea  of 
the  U.S.  military, 
which  dropped  the 


From  Kurdistan  to  the  Horn  of  Africa 


oione/oygma 

“Operation  Provide  Comfort,”  spring  1991:  U.S.  ferried  aid  to  Kurdish  refugees  (above)  while  using  them  as  pawns. 
Washington  manipulated  Iraqi  Kurds  into  aiding  suppression  of  Turkish  Kurds  by  bloody  Turkish  regime. 


atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshima,  raped  Viet- 
nam and  trained  generations  of  torturers 
in  Latin  America  and  elsewhere,  as  a 
force  for  humanitarian  relief  is  gro- 
tesque! For  over  a year  after  Somalia 
broke  down  into  clan  warfare  and  fam- 
ine. the  imperialist  leaders  turned  their 


back  on  the  mass  starvation  there.  And 
virtually  nothing  is  being  proposed  to 
assist  the  more  than  a dozen  other  Afri- 
can countries  which,  faced  with  the 
worst  drought  in  a century,  are  being 
wracked  by  starvation. 

What  interests  the  imperialists  in 


Somalia  is  that  they  see  it  as  an  ideal 
military  base,  strategically  situated 
astride  the  sea  lanes  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
and  the  Gulf  of  Aden,  providing  a 
forward  base  for  intervention  in  the 
Near  East.  Indeed,  according  to  the 
continued  on  page  4 
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James  R Cannon 
and  the  Early  Years  of 
American  Communism 

Selected  Writings  and  Speeches,  1920-1928 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 


Stop  the  Deportations 
of  the  L.A.  Eight! 


Members  of 
L.A.  Eight  face 
McCarthyite 
deportations. 


On  December  8 the  deportation  hear- 
ings of  Michael  Shehadeh  and  Khader 
Hamide  are  scheduled  to  resume.  Per- 
manent residents  of  the  U.S.,  Shehadeh 
and  Hamide  are  part  of  a group  of  seven 
Palestinians  and  a Kenyan  woman, 
known  as  the  "Los  Angeles  Eight,”  who 
have  been  fighting  government  witch- 
hunting  deportation  proceedings  for  the 
past  five  years.  To  expel  the  other  six. 


the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser- 
vice is  citing  technical  violation  of  their 
visitor’s  visas. 

In  January  1987  the  L.A.  Eight  were 
arrested  and  initially  charged  under  the 
McCarthyite  McCarran-Walter  Act  with 
"advocating  world  communism."  Specif- 
ically, the  government  alleges  they  were 
supporters  of  the  radical-nationalist  Pop- 
ular Front  for  the  Liberation  of  Palestine 


James  P.  Cannon  and  the 
Russian  Revolution 

The  destruction  of  the  Soviet  workers  state 
was  the  end  product  of  manifold  betrayals 
by  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  not  least  its  ero- 
sion of  the  consciousness  of  the  proletariat 
which  made  the  October  Revolution  of  1917. 

The  nationalist  dogma  of  "socialism  in  one 
country"  was  the  antithesis  of  the  Bolshevik 
internationalism  which  animated  the  Soviet 
workers  in  the  early  years  of  the  revolution.  LENIN 

Among  the  works  in  the  Prometheus  Research 
Library's  new  book.  James  P.  Cannon  and  the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism 
(1992),  is  a speech  given  by  Cannon  in  1923  after  a lengthy  stay  in  Soviet  Russia, 
which  vividly  describes  the  internationalist  sentiment  in  Lenin  and  Trotsky's  time. 

I found  the  red  soldiers  pretty  well  informed  as  to  what  is  going  on  in  the  world. 
They  spoke  of  the  prospects  of  revolution  in  Germany  with  the  air  of  men  who  had 
read  and  talked  much  about  it.  That  is  part  of  their  education;  Trotsky  keeps  them  fully 
informed  about  international  developments,  and  there  are  special  Communist  detach- 
ments in  all  regiments  who  carry  on  a constant  propaganda  for  internationalism. 

Capitalist  journalists  write  a great  deal  about  the  intense  national  patriotism  of  the 
Red  Army.  These  stories  are  usually  written  by  journalists  who  sit  around  in  Moscow 
hotels  and  cook  up  stories  about  it,  and,  as  a rule,  they  are  very  far  from  the  truth. 
As  a matter  of  fact,  the  main  effort  of  Communist  propaganda  in  the  army  is  to 
overcome  tendencies  toward  Russian  national  patriotism  and  to  develop  a patriotism 
to  the  international  proletariat.  Since  the  army  quit  singing  God  Save  the  Tsar  it 
has  had  no  national  official  hymn.  The  official  air  played  in  the  Red  Army  is  the 
Internationale.  Internationalism  is  the  watchword. ... 

On  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  revolution  the  delegates  of  the  Communist  parties 
and  red  trade  unions  were  the  guests  of  the  proletariat  of  Petrograd.  A great  throng 
of  workers  met  us  at  the  station.  We  symbolized  to  them  the  international  labor 
movement  and  they  gave  us  a warm  and  generous  welcome.  Red  Army  troops  were 
drawn  up  before  the  station,  the  streets  in  all  directions  were  packed  with  workers  who 
had  come  to  greet  us,  and  from  every  building  and  post  flew  banners,  proclaiming  the 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  Russian  Revolution  and  hailing  the  international  revolution.... 

Wherever  there  is  a group  of  militant  workers  anywhere  in  the  world,  there  is  the 
Russian  Revolution.  The  Russian  Revolution  is  in  the  heart  of  every  rebel  worker  the 
world  over.  The  Russian  Revolution  is  in  this  room. 

Comrade  Trotsky  told  us,  just  before  we  left  Moscow,  that  the  best  way  we  can  help 
Soviet  Russia  is  to  build  a bigger  trade  union  movement  and  a stronger  party  of  our 
own.  Recognition  by  other  governments  will  be  of  some  temporary  value,  but  the  real 
recognition  Soviet  Russia  wants  is  the  recognition  of  the  working  class.  When  she  gets 
that  she  will  not  need  the  recognition  of  capitalist  governments.  Then  she  can  refuse 
to  recognize  them! 

For,  after  all,  Soviet  Russia  is  not  a “country."  Soviet  Russia  is  a part  of  the  world 
labor  movement.  Soviet  Russia  is  a strike — the  greatest  strike  in  all  history.  When 
the  working  class  of  Europe  and  America  join  that  strike  it  will  be  the  end  of 
capitalism. 

— James  P.  Cannon,  "The  Fifth  Year  of  the  Russian  Revolution”  (early  1923) 
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(PFLP).  Congress  repealed  the  thought- 
crime  anti-communist  provisions  of  the 
McCarran  Act  in  1990.  replacing  it  with 
a "cleaner"  immigration  law  which  man- 
dates deportation  for  "terrorist  activity." 

It’s  none  of  the  government’s  business 
what  political  views  people  have,  or  what 
political  organizations  they  support,  and 
we  oppose  such  witchhunting  laws  what- 
ever their  pretext. 

The  L.A.  Eight — well-established  bus- 
inessmen, students  and  working  peo- 
ple— all  deny  membership  in  the  PFLP 
or  participation  in  any  of  its  activities. 
Hamide,  whom  the  feds  alleged  was  the 
Southern  California  “PFLP  leader,"  is  a 
businessman  who  has  lived  in  the  U.S. 
for  over  20  years  and  is  active  in  Dem- 
ocratic Party  politics.  Then-FBI  director 
William  Webster  testified  before  Con- 
gress that  Hamide  and  Shehadeh  “had 
not  been  found  to  have  engaged  them- 
selves in  terrorist  activity,”  and  that  if 
the  L.A.  Eight  "had  been  United  States 
citizens,  there  would  not  have  been  any 
basis  for  their  arrest.” 

The  eight  are  charged  with  a thought 
crime,  pure  and  simple.  In  fact,  weeks 
after  their  arrest,  “Justice”  Depart- 
ment spokesmen  admitted  they  were 
compelled  to  use  the  witchhunting 
McCarran-Walter  Act  because  "a  lengthy 
FBI  investigation  failed  to  turn  up 
evidence  of  plans  to  commit  criminal 
or  terrorist  acts”  ( Washington  Post,  29 
January  1987). 

The  newest  round  of  hearings  began 
in  October  with  the  government's  star 
witness,  Tel  Aviv  University  professor 
Ariel  Merari,  a so-called  expert  on  "ter- 
rorism.” In  a grotesque  display  of  chutz- 
pah, Merari  introduced  a collection  of 
documents  seized  from  a PFLP  building 
by  the  Israeli  army  during  its  1982  inva- 
sion of  Lebanon — which  led  to  the 
bloody  massacre  of  over  1 .800  Palestin- 
ians, mostly  women  and  children  in  the 
refugee  camps  at  Sabra  and  Shatila. 
Defense  attorney  Leonard  Weinglass 
noted  that  the  Israeli  prime  minister’s 
office  has  taken  a direct  interest  in  trying 
to  nail  the  L.A.  Eight  as  terrorists.  It  is 
the  Zionist  rulers  who  are  truly  danger- 
ous terrorists,  and  they  have  a nuclear 
arsenal  at  their  fingertips. 

If,  as  expected,  immigration  judge 
Bruce  Einhorn,  a former  federal  prose- 
cutor, rules  the  PFLP  to  be  "terrorist," 
the  feds  will  then  set  out  to  prove  that 


Hamide  and  Shehadeh  “abetted"  the 
organization.  In  typical  star-chamber 
fashion  the  government  has  hidden 
behind  “national  security”  grounds  and 
refused  to  divulge  any  evidence  to  sup- 
port their  allegations,  forcing  the  L.A. 
Eight  to  fight  the  charges  blindfolded. 

The  years-long  investigation  of  the 
L.A.  Eight  came  amid  the  many  Reagan/ 
Bush  “terrorism"  scares,  which  sought 
to  criminalize  any  support  to  the  poor 
and  oppressed  around  the  world,  gripped 
in  life-and-death  battles  against  the 
butchers  propped  up  by  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. Palestinian  militants  and  Salvado- 
ran trade  unionists  have  been  excluded 
from  the  U.S.  under  the  thought-crime 
immigration  laws,  while  the  terrorists  in 
the  White  House  roll  out  the  red  carpet 
for  their  own  partners  in  crime,  from 
former  Israeli  "defense  minister"  Ariel 
Sharon,  the  butcher  of  Sabra  and  Shatila, 
to  Jose  Napoleon  Duarte,  leader  of  El 
Salvador’s  death  squad  democracy. 

The  vendetta  against  the  L.A.  Eight 
represents  the  intersection  of  “terrorism" 
hysteria  and  anti-immigrant  chauvinism. 
It  was  in  the  L.A.  Eight’s  fight  against 
deportation  in  1987  that  government 
plans  came  to  light  for  herding  Arab  res- 
idents into  concentration  camps  during 
wartime,  plans  which  loomed  as  a fright- 
ening possibility  with  the  U.S.  assault 
on  Iraq.  Today’s  heightened  use  of  the 
Immigration  Service  in  efforts  to  break 
strikes,  such  as  the  months-long  battle 
by  Southern  California  drywall  workers, 
illustrates  that  the  new  domestic  order 
is  just  the  same  old  order  of  racist  and 
anti-immigrant  terror. 

Stop  the  deportations!  Hands  off  the 
L.A.  Eight!  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrant  workers  and  their  families! 
For  more  information  and  to  send  con- 
tributions, write:  Committee  for  Justice 
to  Stop  the  McCarran-Walter  Act  Depor- 
tations, P.O.  Box  4631,  Los  Angeles, 
CA  90051. 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  continue 
to  support  and  build  the  PDC.  Become 
a monthly  sustaining  contributor.  Send 
a donation  of  $5  or  more  and  receive  a 
subscription  to  Class-Struggle  Defense 
Notes.  For  a single  copy  send  $1  to: 
Partisan  Defense  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
99,  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York,  New 
York  10013.  ■ 


Partisan  Defense  Committee  Benefits 


Holiday  Appeal  for 
Class-War  Prisoners 


Come  to  a Fundraising  Party! 

Music  • Dancing  • Food 


Sunday,  Dec.  13,  1-4  p.m. 

The  Firehouse.  Fort  Mason  Ctr 
Marina  at  Laguna 
For  Information  (510)  839-0852 

SAN  FRANCISCO 


Friday,  Dec.  18,  5-9:30  p.m. 

Wetlands 

161  Hudson  (at  Laight) 

For  information  (212)  406-4252 

NEW  YORK 


Tickets:  $5  advance,  $8  at  door,  $10  contributing 

(A  $10  ticket  includes  a subscription  to  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes  for  one  year.) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Bureaucrats  Give  Scabs  Half  the  Jobs 

Drywallers  Strike  Settled, 
Fight  for  Solid  Union  Goes  On 


r two 
,,,,'UMLL 
STRIKERS/' 


Militant  Latino  strikers  picket  against  LAPD  brutality. 

Stop  the  Deportations! 

Scabs  Out— Enforce  the  Union  Hiring  Hall! 


LOS  ANGELES — After  almost  six 
months  of  hard  class  struggle,  the  strike 
of  drywall  construction  workers  in 
Southern  California  has  been  settled. 
The  43  contractors  in  five  counties  who 
make  up  the  Pacific  Rim  Drywall  Asso- 
ciation were  finally  forced  to  recognize 
the  union.  The  contract  includes  health 
benefits,  significant  wage  increases,  a 
union  shop  and  a union  hiring  hall  that 
will  rid  them  of  the  hated  labor  contrac- 
tors. But  it  also  includes  a no-strike 
clause,  and  in  a scandalous  stab  in  the 
back.  Carpenters  union  bureaucrats 
agreed  that  contractors  will  initially  be 
required  to  hire  only  50  percent  of  their 
workers  from  the  ranks  of  the  strikers! 
Current  jobs,  and  half  of  all  new  work, 
will  be  filled  by  scabs ! 

Up  against  the  powerful  home  build- 
ers of  Southern  California,  the  workers 
defended  their  picket  lines  against  the 
LAPD,  Orange  County  sheriffs  and  the 
strikebreaking  INS  (Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service),  the  hated  niigra. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  strike,  an  incred- 
ulous Orange  County  Register  (19  July) 
marveled  at  these  workers.  “Mexican, 
immigrant.  Spanish-speaking,  taking  on 
the  most  potent  political  powers  in  the 
county."  These  strikers  captured  the 


imagination  of  the  multiracial  working 
class  from  the  San  Pedro  docks  to  the 
Century  City  hotels  to  the  ghettos  and 
barrios  of  L.A. 


Yet  this  long,  courageous  struggle,  at 
the  cost  of  hundreds  of  arrests  and  depor- 
tations. is  being  sabotaged  by  the  AFL- 
CIO  craft  union  tops.  One  Carpenters 


Gould’s  Mismeasure 
of  Marx 


November  16,  1992 

To  the  Editor: 

I was  particularly  interested  in  your 
polemic  on  Stephen  Jay  Gould  in  Work- 
ers Vanguard  of  13  November  1992. 

First  of  all,  I wanted  to  add  one  point, 
regarding  the  applicability  of  dialectics 
to  natural  processes  which  I believe  you 
left  out,  and  which  should,  I think,  have 
occurred  to  you. 

Besides  quantum  theory,  it  seems 
pretty  clear  that  Einstein’s  theory  of  rel- 
ativity, particularly  the  fact  that  mass  can 
transform  into  energy,  and  energy  back 
into  mass,  also  seems  to  point  to  the 
applicability  of  dialectics  to  the  natural 
processes  of  nature. 

Secondly,  I think  your  point  dis- 
tinguishing between  nature’s  random 
choice  in  biological  evolution  and,  on 


5 December  1992 

To  the  Editor, 

Spike  Lee’s  movie  “Malcolm  X” 
includes  a scene  in  Harvard  Yard  where 
a young  blonde  woman  asks  Malcolm 
what  she  could  do  to  help.  Malcolm 
answered.  “Nothing.”  At  this  point,  a 
small  but  not  insignificant  portion  of  the 
predominantly  black,  mid-Manhattan 
audience  at  which  I saw  the  movie  burst 
into  cheers.  This  is  a disconcerting 
reflection  of  the  impact  of  Lee’s  careful 
tailoring  of  Malcolm’s  story. 


the  other  hand,  the  presence  or  absence 
of  conscious  leadership  in  human  histor- 
ical development  is  true,  but  also  that 
this  very  point  tends  to  be  fudged  by 
less-"hard"  scientific  students  when  they 
say  things  like,  “Biological  evolution 
gives  way  to  cultural  evolution.”  This, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  absolutely  true,  and 
without  fault  as  far  as  it  goes,  particu- 
larly in  looking  at  the  transition  between 
apes  and  people,  and  I think  Gould’s 
done  pretty  admirable  work  (as  I gather 
you  seem  to  agree)  in  pointing  to  the 
way  in  which  the  role  of  labor  (Engels’ 
contribution)  has  had  so  very  much  to 
do  with  this  transition. 

But  a lot  of  people  who  say  things  of 
this  sort — i.e.,  natural  “randomness" 
giving  way  to  a more  purposive  cultural 
(i.e.,  human  agency-centered)  develop- 


Spike Lee  fails  to  set  the  record 
straight.  According  to  the  Autobiography 
of  Malcolm  X , the  actual  scene  took 
place  in  a Black  Muslim  restaurant 
in  Harlem,  where  the  young  woman 
followed  Malcolm  after  hearing  him 
speak  at  a New  England  college.  But 
unlike  Lee,  Malcolm  had  more  to  say 
about  the  incident.  In  the  epilogue  to 
the  autobiography,  Alex  Haley  recounts 
Malcolm’s  telling  black  photographer 
Gordon  Parks,  "Well,  I’ve  lived  to  regret 
that  incident.  In  many  parts  of  the  African 


ment — don’t  seem  to  know  where  it 
came  from  or,  if  they  do.  are  simply 
fudging,  as  I said,  because  Marx  and 
Engels  just  ain’t  so  popular  in  these 
parts. 

Warm  comradely  greetings  to  all, 
A1  Greene 
Dunedin,  Florida 


November  23,  1992 

Dear  Comrades: 

I very  much  appreciated  your  polemic 
with  Stephen  Jay  Gould  on  the  future 
of  the  Soviet  Union  (“Punctured  Equi- 
librium: Stephen  Jay  Gould  and  the 
Mismeasure  of  Marx,"  WV  No.  563, 
13  November).  You  say  you  find  it 
remarkable  that  Gould  “never  mentions 
the  name  of  Trotsky,"  “a  mystery  . . .since 
Trotsky’s  archives  are  located  in  Har- 
vard’s Houghton  Library,  just  a short 
walk  from  the  buildings  where  Gould 
works."  In  fact  Gould  is  not  alone 
among  contemporary  scientists  in  being 
shy  mentioning  the  great  revolutionary’s 


continent  I saw  white  students  helping 
black  people.  Something  like  this  kills 
a lot  of  argument.  I did  many  things  as 
a Muslim  that  I’m  sorry  for  now.  I 
was  a zombie  then — like  all  Muslims — 
I was  hypnotized,  pointed  in  a certain 
direction  and  told  to  march.” 

Since  Lee  doesn’t  show  the  convulsive 
struggles  of  the  day,  there  is  obviously 
no  way  for  the  audience  to  see  the  armies 
of  black  and  white  men  and  women  who 
braved  the  police-state  terror  of  the 
South  to  immerse  themselves  in  the  free- 
dom struggles — and  who  gave  their  lives 
in  the  fight  for  black  equality — people 
including  Viola  Liuzzo,  Andrew  Good- 
man and  Michael  Schwemer. 

Many  of  these  young  civil  rights 
workers  came  to  see  the  root  cause 
of  racist  oppression  in  capitalist  inequal- 


Spike Lee  Rewrites 
Malcolm  X 


business  agent  admitted  the  strikers 
“weren't  thrilled"  with  the  contract. 
More  bluntly,  strikers  told  Workers  Van- 
guard'.  “It  sucks."  In  San  Diego,  where 
the  scabbing  was  heaviest,  the  con- 
tractors are  refusing  to  sign,  as  250 
drywallers  continue  the  strike. 

Strikers  told  WV  that  even  before  the 
settlement,  picket  lines  were  ordered 
down  at  sites  of  some  contractors  who 
had  simply  agreed  to  talk.  The  no-strike 
pledge  has  pissed  off  a lot  of  workers, 
who  know  that  the  contractors  will  do 
everything  to  gut  any  gains.  Already,  con- 
tractors arc  calling  the  people  they  want, 
bypassing  the  union  hiring  hall.  One 
worker  said  that  only  200  strikers  have 
been  called  back  to  work.  And  the  entire 
agreement  has  an  escape  clause  that  the 
bosses  can  drive  a tractor-trailer  through: 
if  contractors  show  the  contract  puts  them 
at  an  unfair  advantage  with  non-union 
competitors,  wages  and  benefits  can  be 
slashed  in  the  name  of  "market  relief"! 

This  is  an  outrage!  Strikers  have  not 
weathered  hundreds  of  arrests,  cop  beat- 
ings and  deportations  only  to  be  working 
side  by  side  with  scabs  who  crawled  on 
their  belly  for  the  bosses.  Returning 
strikers  should  greet  the  scabs  with  an 
“education  committee"  (something  like 
a cross  between  the  L.A.  Raiders  and 
Pancho  Villa’s  diplomatic  corps)  to 
“teach”  them  how  a union  hiring  hall 
works — and  make  sure  they  owe  their 
allegiance  to  a union  forged  in  six 
months  of  hard  struggle. 

As  we  go  to  press,  negotiations  are 
continuing  to  have  outstanding  legal 
charges  against  the  drywallers  dropped, 
but  there  has  not  been  a single  mention 
from  the  bureaucrats  of  defending  the 
strikers  who  still  face  deportation  pro- 
ceedings at  the  hands  of  the  INS.  The 
drywallers  have  fought  hard — but  they 
continued  on  page  6 

Letters 


name  while  borrowing  freely  from  his 
ideas.  Marshall  Sahlins  and  Edward 
Service,  two  eminent  American  anthro- 
pologists, in  their  book  Evolution  and 
Culture  use  Trotsky's  theory  of  uneven 
and  combined  development  to  explain 
the  course  of  human  history  from  tribal 
to  space  age,  but  give  credit  for  the 
idea  to  Veblen  and  Mao!  Historian- 
anthropologist  Eric  Wolf  in  Europe  and 
the  People  Without  History  agrees  with 
Trotsky  that  modes  of  production  coex- 
ist and  become  intertwined  in  the 
imperialist-ruled  countries,  but  then  as- 
serts that  Trotsky  failed  to  generalize  this 
concept  for  countries  other  than  Russia. 

Trotsky  in  his  lifetime  suffered  slan- 
der at  the  hands  of  bourgeois  intellec- 
tuals. Today,  his  contribution  to  social 
science  being  undeniable,  he  is  subject 
to  a perhaps  no  better  fate — distortion 
and  misapplication.  Your  article  goes  a 
long  way  in  setting  the  record  straight. 

Comradely, 

J.P. 

Kent.  Ohio 


ity  (see  “An  Activist  Recalls  the  ‘Free- 
dom Summer’  of  1964,”  Black  History 
and  the  Class  Struggle.  No.  7).  Those 
who  never  found  the  road  to  revolution- 
ary Trotskyism  were  burned  by  their 
popular-frontist  politics  and  ultimately 
led  back  into  the  Democratic  Party  of 
war  and  racism,  or  out  of  politics  en- 
tirely. But  the  Democratic  Party  is  Spike 
Lee’s  party  too.  And  to  a generation  of 
increasingly  ghettoized  black  youth, 
who  have  been  led  to  believe  that  polit- 
ical struggle  means  driving  Korean  and 
Arab  shopkeepers  out  of  the  ’hood,  Lee’s 
movie  offers  no  sense  of  any  kind  of 
independent  political  struggle — let  alone 
a multiracial  and  revolutionary  one. 

Comradely, 

Paul  C. 

New  York,  NY 
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Somalia... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

Washington  Post  (4  December),  the  Pen- 
tagon is  planning  to  set  up  modem  port 
and  airfield  facilities  in  the  Somali  cap- 
ital of  Mogadishu. 

The  imperialist  rulers  are  trying  to 
pretend  that  this  is  going  to  be  a quick 
operation,  but  in  reality  they  are  prepar- 
ing for  a prolonged  military  occupa- 
tion of  Somalia.  President  Bush  piously 
vowed  that  U.S.  troops  would  not  seek 
to  influence  Somalia’s  political  crisis, 
and  General  Powell  is  talking  about 
withdrawing  U.S.  forces  “in  a few 
months."  But  Powell  quickly  hedged, 
saying  that  U.S.  Marines  would  re- 
main stationed  off  the  Somali  coast  as  a 
“posse,"  ready  to  intervene  again,  and 
that  “a  few  units"  of  ground  forces  would 
remain  in  Somalia  indefinitely  to  support 
UN  "peacekeepers.” 

Moreover,  UN  Secretary  General 
Boutros  Boutros-Ghali  insisted  that,  in 
addition  to  distributing  food  relief,  an 
aim  of  the  intervention  is  to  "main- 
tain security  in  the  region"  and  “recon- 
ciliate” warring  clan  chiefs.  A CIA 
report,  summarized  by  the  New  York 
Times  (2  December),  estimates  that  the 
prospects  for  setting  up  a stable  Somali 
government  are  bleak,  and  proposes  a 
UN  protectorate  or  trusteeship  by  which 
a country  (unnamed)  would  rule  Soma- 
lia on  behalf  of  the  UN  “until  the  ter- 
ritory is  ready  for  self-government." 
Thus,  Somalia  would  be  recolonized  in 
the  name  of  "the  while  man’s  burden” 
of  bringing  “peace"  and  “civilization"  to 
Africa. 

Washington  Declares 
“Supersovereignty” 

As  the  imperialists  arrogantly  assert 
their  right  to  intervene  as  they  wish  any- 
where and  at  any  time,  columnist  Wil- 
liam Safire  waxed  eloquent  on  the  need 
for  the  “only  standing  superpower"  to 
have  a “new  sovereignty": 

"When  do  the  world's  responsible  pow- 
ers have  a right  to  intrude  on  what  used 
to  be  an  impenetrable  sovereignty?  Anar- 
chy offers  the  obvious  invitation  to  inter- 
vene, as  is  the  case  in  Somalia — but  what 
of  cases  of  genocidal  tyranny,  as  prac- 
ticed by  Iraq  in  its  portion  of  Kurdistan, 
or  by  the  Khmer  Rouge  as  it  plots  new 
savagery  in  Cambodia,  or  by  Serbia  as 
it  readies  for  its  final  solution  in 
Kosovo?” 

— New  York  Times , 

30  November 

As  Safire  pul  it:  “By  virtue  of  being  the 
superpower,  we  have  a superinterest." 
And  so  U.S.  imperialism  arrogantly 
asserts  “supersovereignty,"  to  intervene 
when  and  where  they  want.  This  is  the 
same  doctrine  that  the  White  House  and 
Supreme  Court  use  to  assert  the  “right” 
of  the  U.S.  to  kidnap  anyone,  from  Pana- 
manian heads  of  government  to  Mexican 
doctors,  in  the  name  of  "justice." 

“Operation  Restore  Hope”  in  Somalia 
is  of  a piece  with  Bush’s  supposedly 
humanitarian  “Operation  Provide  Com- 
fort" last  year,  when  the  U.S.  set  up  a 
“security  zone”  for  Kurds  in  northern 
Iraq.  In  the  aftermath  of  the  Persian  Gulf 
War — in  which  the  Pentagon  wantonly 
slaughtered  over  100,000  Iraqis — Kurds 
and  Shi’ites  rose  up.  After  Hussein  put 
down  the  revolt,  the  U.S.  flew  in  food 
and  medicine  to  Kurdish  refugees  in  the 
north  while  U.S.  warplanes  prevented 
Iraqi  military  attacks.  In  return,  Wash- 
ington demanded  that  the  Iraqi  Kurdish 
organizations  cooperate  with  the  reac- 
tionary Turkish  regime  in  repressing 
fighters  of  the  Turkish  PKK  (Kurdish 
Workers  Party).  So  in  the  interests  of 
imperialist  “divide  and  rule"  policy,  Iraqi 
Kurds  massacre  Turkish  Kurds! 

Washington  is  throwing  massive  fire- 
power into  Somalia:  artillery,  tanks, 
armored  cars  and  helicopter  gunships, 
with  an  aircraft  carrier  battle  group  off- 
shore for  reinforcements  and  possible 
bombing  missions.  In  addition,  there  will 
be  several  thousand  troops  from  half  a 
dozen  countries,  including  France,  Can- 
ada. Egypt,  and  Somalia’s  former  colo- 
nial ruler,  Italy.  Facing  untrained  and 


Joe/AFP 


U.S.  Imperialism  is  responsible  for  bloody  breakup  of  Somalia  and  mass 
starvation. 


undisciplined  bands  armed  with  light 
weapons,  most  U.S.  officials  agree  with 
the  military  analyst  who  estimated  that 
“this  ought  to  be  a piece  of  cake"  (Los 
Angeles  Times,  30  November).  Mean- 
while, the  racist  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Kenya  warned:  “If  you  liked  Beirut, 
you’ll  love  Mogadishu.” 

No  doubt  many  in  Somalia  and  else- 
where believe  that  the  U.S.  presence  can 
only  be  beneficial  since  things  could 
scarcely  get  any  worse.  Of  the  African 
regimes,  only  the  Sudan  has  opposed  the 
U.S.  intervention  in  Somalia.  Yet  ulti- 
mately, direct  American  military  inter- 
vention in  Africa  can  only  result  in 
increased  oppression  and  exploitation  of 
the  African  people.  The  U.S.  was  the  main 
supporter  and  arms  supplier  to  Somali 
butcher  Siad  Barre  from  the  late  1970s, 
when  President  Jimmy  Carter  wooed  him 
away  from  being  a Soviet  client,  until  the 
late  1980s,  when  the  end  of  the  Cold 
War  made  the  Horn  of  Africa  lose  much 
of  its  strategic  interest  to  Washington. 
But  since  the  Gulf  War,  the  U.S.  is  intent 
on  reinforcing  its  strategic  presence  in 
the  region  vis-^-vis  its  imperialist  rivals. 

With  Bush  giving  a “democratic," 
“humanitarian"  facade  to  the  pursuit 
of  imperialist  interests,  liberal  Dem- 
ocrats are  positively  ecstatic.  Liberal 
columnist  Murray  Kempton  effusively 
declares  of  Bush: 

“Now  we  can  say  goodby.  grateful  for 
his  having  lifted  himself  and  his  coun- 
trymen up  to  this  one  great  moment 
that  transcends  all  of  his  and  our  lesser 
hours. ...  We  have  assembled  our  bat- 
talions not  to  fight  but  to  save  a peo- 
ple we  do  not  even  know  and  who 
can  offer  us  no  spoil  except  the  sense 
that  we  have  done  a good  action  for  no 
material  boon." 

— Los  Angeles  Times, 

12  December 

Liberals  would  like  to  cloak  U.S.  im- 
perial interests  in  the  rhetoric  of  “do- 
goodism."  But  when  the  Carter  admin- 
istration installed  a "human  rights  junta” 
in  El  Salvador  in  a U.S. -sponsored  coup 
in  the  fall  of  1979,  it  opened  the  road 
to  a decade  of  bloody  repression.  And 
Carter’s  “human  rights"  campaign  over 
Afghanistan  and  Poland  was  the  opening 
salvo  in  Cold  War  II,  which  ultimately 


saw  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  degener- 
ated workers  state  into  capitalist  misery 
and  nationalist  bloodletting. 

Western  Imperialism  and  the 
Yugoslav  Bloodbath 

There  is  also  pressure  to  intervene  fur- 
ther in  Yugoslavia  in  the  name  of  sup- 
posedly “humanitarian"  concerns.  The 
communal  civil  war,  with  “ethnic  cleans- 
ing” carried  out  on  all  sides,  has  created 
more  than  two  million  refugees,  and  con- 
tinues to  do  so  at  a rate  of  more  than  a 
thousand  a day.  The  UN  estimates  that 
more  than  400,000  people  could  die  this 
winter  of  cold,  disease  and  starvation. 
While  publicizing  Serbian  war  crimes 
(and  ignoring  those  of  the  fascistic  Croa- 
tian regime),  the  U.S.  and  West  Europe 
are  refusing  to  accept  more  than  a hand- 
ful of  refugees  from  slaughter. 

During  the  election  campaign.  Demo- 
crat Clinton  criticized  Republican  Bush 
for  not  intervening  more  forcefully  in 
Yugoslavia.  He  talked  about  providing 
arms  to  Muslims  in  Bosnia  and  hinted 
at  bombing  attacks  against  military  tar- 
gets in  Serbia.  Having  whipped  up 
nationalist  conflicts  in  Yugoslavia  in  the 
interests  of  capitalist  counterrevolution, 
the  imperialists  now  seek  to  contain  the 
nationalist  furies.  Restoring  imperialist 
“stability"  in  Yugoslavia  is  being  seen 
as  a “test"  of  Bush’s  New  World  Order. 

While  Pentagon  generals  think  the  oc- 
cupation of  Somalia  will  be  a cakewalk, 
they  know  that  intervention  into  the  Bal- 
kan cauldron  would  be  very  different. 
Here  they  would  be  facing  not  lightly 
armed  bands  but  formidable  military 
forces — the  Yugoslav  army  and  Serbian 
militias — with  a long  tradition  of  fighting 
foreign  invaders.  Yugoslavia  has  become 
the  Lebanon  of  Europe,  with  myriad  con- 
flicting national/communalist  forces  and 
shifting  alliances.  And  if  the  U.S.  or  other 
Western  "peacekeepers"  try  to  work  out 
a deal  with  the  Serbs,  they  risk  being 
attacked  by  the  Croats.  Bosnian  Muslims, 
Macedonians.  Albanians,  etc. 

The  bloody  breakup  of  Yugoslavia  is 
intertwined  with  mrerimperialist  rivalry. 
The  secessionist  regimes  in  Croatia  and 
Slovenia — before  World  War  I provinces 
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in  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire — were 
set  up  in  the  summer  of  1991  as  clients 
of  the  newly  reunified  German  Fourth 
Reich.  Serbia,  on  the  other  hand,  is  his- 
torically a Balkan  ally  of  British  and 
French  imperialism. 

Although  Washington  politicians  now 
ritually  denounce  Serbian  “aggression," 
and  the  American  media  even  compares 
Belgrade  nationalist  strongman  Slobo- 
dan Milosevic  to  Hitler,  U.S.  imperial- 
ism is  not  fundamentally  hostile  to  a 
strong  Serbian  state.  Thus  the  Bush 
administration  gave  special  dispensation 
for  an  American  millionaire  of  Serbian 
extraction.  Milan  Panic,  to  become 
prime  minister  of  the  rump  Yugoslav 
state.  The  U.S.  rulers  would  like  to  have 
a more  pro-Serbian  posture,  provided 
that  Milosevic  is  replaced  by  pro- 
Western  "democrats,”  that  is,  direct 
agents  of  Wall  Street  and  Washington. 

If,  despite  these  factors,  U.S.  and/or 
West  European  troops  do  intervene  in 
Yugoslavia,  revolutionaries  must  give 
military  support  to  Serbia  against  the 
imperialist  invaders.  While  we  support 
no  side  in  the  present  communalist 
bloodletting,  we  resolutely  oppose  the 
imperialist  blockade  and  any  attempt  to 
bring  the  “new  world  order”  to  Yugosla- 
via. This  would  only  further  inflame 
national  hatred  among  the  Balkan  peo- 
ples, as  well  as  intensify  their  exploita- 
tion by  Western  capitalism. 

The  myth  of  a “humanitarian”  impe- 
rialism has  captivated  various  rad-libs, 
as  well  as  the  social  democrats  of  In 
These  Times,  who  call  for  military 
intervention  in  Yugoslavia.  In  Europe, 
Alain  Krivine,  leader  of  the  French 
section  of  the  United  Secretariat,  likewise 
signed  an  appeal  calling  for  European 
imperialist  intervention  in  Yugoslavia. 
In  sharp  contrast,  the  International 
Communist  League  makes  no  concession 
to  the  so-called  “democratic”  bour- 
geoisie. We  fight  to  mobilize  the  working 
class  to  bring  down  the  imperialist 
system  through  international  socialist 
revolution. 

Military  “Superpower”  With  a 
Bankrupt  Economy 

U.S.  imperialism  is  seeking  to  play 
the  role  of  “cops  of  the  world"  with  a 
debt-ridden  financial  structure,  an  obso- 
lete industrial  plant  and  a population 
whose  living  standards  have  been  driven 
downward  for  the  past  two  decades. 
Washington  is  trying  to  assert  its  global 
leadership  through  a massive  military 
apparatus  which  rests  on  a decaying  eco- 
nomic base.  No  longer  able  to  compete 
effectively  with  Japan  and  Germany  in 
the  world  market  as  it  is  presently  organ- 
ized, American  capitalism  will  be  driven 
to  use  the  Pentagon  war  machine  to  carve 
out  its  own  exclusive  trade  zones  and 
spheres  of  exploitation. 

Over  the  past  decade  the  U.S.  has  reas- 
serted its  "superpower”  status  through 
military  adventures  on  the  cheap  against 
poor  Third  World  countries — the  rape  of 
the  tiny  black  West  Indian  island  of  Gre- 
nada. terror  bombing  of  Qaddafi’s  Libya, 
the  invasion  of  Panama,  Operation  Des- 
ert Slaughter  against  Iraq,  and  now  the 
occupation  of  famine-stricken  Somalia. 
However,  American  imperialism  cannot 
reverse  its  decline  by  taking  over  small 
and  impoverished  Central  American  or 
east  African  countries.  The  Pentagon’s 
military  power  can  change  the  real  bal- 
ance of  economic  forces  in  the  world 
only  if  it  is  successfully  directed  against 
Japan  in  Asia  and  against  Germany  in 
Europe:  a replay  of  World  War  II,  only 
this  time  starting  with  nuclear  weapons. 

Today,  the  U.S.  military  must  act 
as  cops  of  the  world,  because  the  Wall 
Street  banks  and  Fortune  500  corpora- 
tions exploit  the  working  people  of  the 
world,  from  South  Korea  to  South  Africa, 
from  Central  America  to  Central  Europe. 
Only  if  the  capitalist  bloodsuckers  who 
run  this  country  are  overthrown  by  the 
working  class,  allied  with  the  black  and 
Hispanic  poor,  can  the  drive  toward  a 
new  world  war  be  halted  and  America’s 
productive  capacity  be  made  to  serve  the 
genuine  interests  of  humanity.  ■ 


Democratic 
president-elect 
Clinton  applauds 
Bush’s  military 
adventure  in 
Somalia. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Trotskyists  Say:  “Defending  the  DDR 
Was  Not  a Crime,  Selling  It  Out  Was” 


After  former  DDR  leader  Erich  Honecker  (left)  was  forcibly  handed  over  to  the  Fourth  Reich,  comrades  of  the  Spartakist 
Workers  Party  participated  in  united-front  demonstration  outside  Moabit  prison  July  28,  demanding  his  freedom. 

Free  Erich  Honecker! 


On  November  12,  the  show  trial  began 
in  Berlin  of  former  DDR  leader  Erich 
Honecker  and  five  other  representa- 
tives of  the  bureaucratically  deformed 
East  German  workers  state  that  was 
annexed  by  capitalist  West  Germany  in 
1990.  Intended  by  those  staging  it  to  be 
a “Nuremberg  trial  of  Communists,"  it 
is  scheduled  to  run  on  for  two  years, 
though  doctors  give  the  chief  defen- 
dant less  than  18  months  to  live.  Outside 
the  courthouse  on  the  opening  day,  the 
Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Germany 
(SpAD),  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League,  protested  against 
this  obscene  spectacle,  chanting:  “Down 
with  the  anti-Communist  witchhunt! 
Freedom  for  Erich  Honecker!”  At  the 
end  of  the  demo,  the  Spartakists  were 
joined  by  supporters  of  the  Erich 
Honecker  Solidarity  Committee. 

An  SpAD  press  statement  linked  the 
revenge  trial  with  the  Nazi  pogroms  in 
Rostock  and  the  scheduled  mass  depor- 
tation of  Roma  (Gypsies)  as  the  hideous 
face  of  counterrevolution  led  by  Chris- 
tian Democratic  chancellor  Kohl  together 
with  the  Social  Democrats  (SPD): 

“The  Honecker  trial  is  the  high  point  of 
the  SPD-led  witchhunt  directed  against 
everything  recalling  the  victory  of  the 
Red  Army  over  Nazi  Germany  and  the 
DDR  deformed  workers  state  which 
grew  out  of  that.  For  the  'crime'  of 
defending  the  DDR,  SPD  justice  minis- 
ter Jutle  Limbach  has  thrown  Honecker 
into  Moabit  prison,  where  he  was  pre- 
viously jailed  as  a resistance  fighter  by 
the  Gestapo.... 

"The  revolutionary  working  class  in 
power  will  have  its  own  score  to  settle 
with  the  Stalinists  for  their  crimes 
against  the  working  class,  including  sell- 
ing out  the  DDR.  But  that  isn’t  the  con- 
cern of  the  bourgeoisie  and  their  Social 
Democratic  flunkeys." 

All  TV  reports  of  the  trial  opening, 
including  the  ARD,  ZDF  and  RTL  chan- 
nels, and  international  stations  including 
CNN  and  BBC,  covered  the  Trotskyists’ 
protest.  SAT1  cable  TV  commented  that 
“the  Spartakists  are  not  alone  in  their 
protest — after  all,  43  percent  of  the  Ger- 
man population  is  against  the  Honecker 
trial.”  Virtually  all  the  daily  papers 
mentioned  our  comrades'  demonstration; 
only  Neues  Deutschland,  voice  of  the 
turncoat  ex-Stalinists  of  the  PDS.  and 
the  “alternative”  anti-communist  witch- 
hunters  of  taz  said  nothing.  No  wonder, 
for  them  defending  the  DDR  workers 
state  was  a crime,  not  selling  it  out! 

Among  the  demands  at  the  Novem- 
ber 12  protest  was:  “Hands  off  Markus 
Wolf!"  The  former  head  of  DDR  intel- 


ligence is  being  charged  with  "treason" 
because  he  successfully  fought  against 
NATO  and  West  German  imperialism. 
The  SpAD  also  called  for  "freedom  for 
the  anti-fascist  hero  Gerhard  Bogelein," 
who  recently  received  a life  sentence  in 
the  SPD  bastion  of  Hamburg,  because 
as  a soldier  in  World  War  II  he  went 
over  to  the  Red  Army,  fought  against  the 
German  fascists,  and  was  said  to  have 
killed  a Nazi  army  judge  who  had  the 
blood  of  more  than  100  Soviet  partisans 
and  German  army  soldiers  on  his  hands. 

Earlier,  on  November  7,  the  anni- 
versary of  the  Russian  October  Revolu- 
tion, there  was  a demonstration  of  100 
people  outside  the  German  embassy  in 
Paris,  in  which  our  comrades  of  the 
Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France  participated 
with  a contingent  of  40.  However,  the 
"anti-opportunist"  Stalinists  of  the  Erich 
Honecker  Committee,  which  called  the 
protest,  split  the  demonstration  in  a sec- 
tarian manner  rather  than  march  together 
with  Trotskyists. 

The  SpAD’s  opposition  to  the  anti- 
Communist  witchhunt  has  been  met  with 
violent  attacks  from  the  Autonome  scene. 
On  November  22,  a sizable  goon  squad 
of  these  semi-anarchists  repeatedly  as- 
saulted the  Spartakist  contingent  at  a 
protest  against  the  Nazi  murder  of  a Ber- 
lin squatter,  particularly  objecting  to  our 
signs  for  freedom  for  Honecker.  Again 
on  December  5,  the  same  gang  threat- 
ened our  comrades  at  an  anti-fascist 
demo  in  Berlin,  screaming,  “You  com- 
munists should  be  stabbed  to  death!" 
And  while  these  “autonomous”  thugs  do 
the  dirty  work  for  the  bourgeoisie,  the 
German  state  is  now  hauling  the  Spar- 
takists into  court  for  tearing  down  a Nazi 
flag  at  the  Brandenburg  Gate  last  June! 

The  trial  of  the  DDR  leaders  has 
shown  the  bloodthirsty  character  of  the 
bourgeoisie’s  legal  vendetta.  The  pro- 
ceedings initially  had  to  be  postponed 
after  40  minutes  because  East  Germany’s 
former  president  Willi  Stoph  couldn’t  be 
dragged  before  the  anti-Communist  tri- 
bunal due  to  a heart  attack.  On  the  sec- 
ond day  of  hearings.  Honecker.  who  is 
suffering  from  cancer  of  the  liver,  had  a 
fainting  spell.  The  case  against  former 
state  security  (Stasi)  chief  Erich  Mielke 
had  to  be  separated,  so  that  he  could  be 
tried  on  charges  against  him  First  raised 
by  Nazi  courts. 

In  the  face  of  his  persecutors,  Ho- 
necker has  shown  dignity  and  defiance. 
On  December  3.  after  giving  a clenched- 
fist  salute  upon  entering  the  courtroom, 


he  read  out  an  hour-long  statement  before 
the  court.  Honecker  noted  that  “I  and 
my  comrades... are  led  before  the  public 
just  as  the  Roman  Caesars  once  paraded 
their  captured  adversaries."  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy was  not  tried  for  sending  U.S.  troops 
to  Vietnam,  he  pointed  out,  nor  George 
Bush  for  invading  Panama. 

This  "court  of  the  victors  over  the  van- 
quished,” said  the  former  East  German 
leader,  hopes  “to  totally  discredit  the 
DDR"  as  a "state  of  injustice”  and  crim- 
inalize Communists.  “Socialism,  already 
pronounced  dead,  is  to  be  killed  again." 
The  capitalist  rulers  are  not  brought 
before  courts  for  producing  jobless- 
ness and  homelessness,  Honecker  said, 
because  "those  who  are  killed  by  the 
market  economy  lose  their  lives  legally." 

“Increasingly,  ‘Ossis’  (East  Germans] 
will  recognize  that  the  living  conditjons 
in  the  DDR  deformed  them  less  than 
‘Wessis’  were  deformed  by  the  ‘social 
market  economy’,”  Honecker  said,  citing 
the  victorious  bourgeoisie’s  attacks  on 
day-care  centers,  working  conditions, 
health  care  and  equality  for  women.  To- 
day, while  he  and  his  comrades,  longtime 
anti-fascists,  are  on  trial  and  Jews  are 
arrested  for  protesting  the  pogrom  in  Ros- 
tock, Nazi  mobs  are  running  wild  in  the 
streets,  attacking  and  killing  immigrants, 
as  in  Molln.  After  Finishing  his  indict- 
ment of  his  persecutors,  the  prisoner  said 
to  those  who  sit  in  judgment  over  him: 
“Do  what  you  feel  you  have  to  do." 

It  is  noteworthy  how  pusillanimous 
has  been  the  support  for  Honecker 
from  his  former  comrades.  The  PDS  ex- 
Stalinists-tumed-social-democrats  want 
to  put  as  much  distance  between  them- 
selves and  their  former  leader  as  possi- 
ble, only  calling  for  an  end  to  the  trial 
because  of  his  age  and  because  it  is  dis- 
crediting the  " Rechtstaat ’’  (law-based 
state)  of  reunited  capitalist  Germany 
which  they  support.  (Indeed,  the  trial  is 
going  so  badly  for  the  bourgeoisie  that 
there  is  talk  of  dropping  Honecker  from 
the  defendants  for  “medical  reasons,” 
and  the  more  sophisticated  witchhunters 
of  taz  are  making  suggestions  for  “civ- 
ilizing the  Honecker  trial.’’) 

Moreover,  even  though  Honecker  et 
al.  are  being  tried  on  charges  of  ordering 
border  guards  to  shoot,  and  Honecker 
devoted  much  of  his  speech  to  defending 
the  Berlin  Wall,  his  Stalinist  backers  of 
the  Honecker  Solidarity  Committee  are 
silent  about  the  Wall.  In  contrast,  we 
have  noted  that  this  was  a bureaucratic 
measure  to  defend  the  socialist  gains  of 


the  deformed  workers  state.  That’s  why 
the  bourgeoisie  hated  it,  and  why  we 
Trotskyists  defended  it  against  imperial- 
ism. while  supporting  its  opening  as  the 
product  of  a nascent  political  revolution 
in  the  DDR  in  1989. 

The  unrepentant  Stalinist  Honecker 
speaks  of  "the  defeat  of  socialism." 
referring  to  the  DDR  as  “an  experiment 
that  failed."  But  it  wasn't  socialism  that 
failed;  rather  the  nationalist  lie  of  build- 
ing "socialism  in  one  country”  was  a 
bureaucratic  perversion  doomed  to  fail- 
ure. all  the  more  so  in  a third  of  a country. 

In  defending  Erich  Honecker.  we  do 
not  simply  equate  him  with  every  other 
Stalinist  or  reformist.  While  Honecker 
was  sitting  in  Hiller's  jails.  Walter 
Ulbricht  was  in  Moscow  handing  over 
German  Communists  to  Stalin's  execu- 
tioners and  even  to  the  Gestapo.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  expressed  condolences 
over  the  assassination  of  social  democrat 
Olaf  Palme,  who  was  the  chief  executive 
of  a bourgeois  state,  but  was  killed  for 
his  leftist  reputation,  not  because  he  was 
a good  cop  for  Swedish  capitalism. 

Various  pseudo-leftists  have  raised 
the  call  for  “workers  tribunals”  to  try 
the  former  DDR  leaders.  When  the 
SpAD  pointed  out,  in  response  to  a 
letter,  that  this  was  a "left"  cover  to  the 
witchhunt,  this  produced  a frenzied  re- 
sponse from  the  Arbeitermacht  (Workers 
Power)  group,  which  penned  a foam- 
flecked  provocation  under  the  title, 
“SpAD  Before  a Workers  Tribunal?”  (see 
Workers  Hammer  No.  131,  Seplember- 
October  1992).  Likewise  the  BSA,  Ger- 
man followers  of  the  dubious  David 
North,  denounce  the  SpAD  for  being 
“against  workers  tribunals  to  call  the 
Stalinist  gangsters  to  account"  ( Neue 
Arheiterpresse.  30  October).  But  to  have 
a workers  court  implies  working-class 
state  power;  to  call  for  it  today  under 
capitalism  amounts  to  giving  support  to 
the  bourgeoisie's  show  trials. 

Concretely,  given  the  present  leader- 
ship of  the  German  working  class  it 
would  mean  a "tribunal”  presided  over 
by  the  Social  Democrats,  the  very  ones 
who  are  running  the  trial  of  Honecker 
& Co.  And.  in  fact,  east  German  SPD 
leader  Wolfgang  Thierse  has  called  for 
a “tribunal”  in  order  to  “reappraise  DDR 
history."  And  how  would  a sentence  be 
carried  out?  Perhaps  the  would-be  “left- 
ist” witchhunters  considered  it  "justice" 
when  former  Polish  Stalinist  prime  min- 
ister Piotr  Jaroszewicz,  who  was  widely 
disliked  for  running  the  economy  into 
the  ground  in  the  1970s,  was  murdered 
along  with  his  wife  in  his  home  in  War- 
saw last  September. 

Erich  Honecker  is  being  tried  by  the 
wrong  class  for  the  wrong  crimes.  With 
this  show  trial,  the  bourgeoisie  of  the 
Fourth  Reich  of  German  imperialism 
wants  to  whitewash  the  Third  Reich.  The 
Spartakists  are  doing  their  class  duty  in 
defending  the  victims  of  this  capitalist 
class  justice,  just  as  we  fought  tooth  and 
nail  against  capitalist  reuniFication  of 
Germany,  which  gave  rise  to  this  witch- 
hunt. racist  terror,  mass  unemployment 
and  other  horrors. 

Boris  Yeltsin’s  handing  over  of  Ho- 
necker. who  had  sought  asylum  in  Mos- 
cow, was  a blood  offering  by  those 
who  have  thrown  the  former  USSR  into 
mass  poverty,  with  looming  anti-Semitic 
pogroms  and  bloody  nationalist  civil 
wars,  in  order  to  open  up  the  remains  of 
the  Soviet  workers  state  for  plundering 
by  the  Deutsche  Bank.  But  the  counter- 
revolutionary drive  by  imperialism  has 
run  up  against  Fierce  resistance  by  work- 
ing people  and  youth,  from  Italy  to 
Germany  and  Poland.  As  our  comrades 
chanted  at  the  demonstration:  "Stalinism 
is  dead,  communism  lives!"* 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard  skips 
a week  in  December. 
Our  next  issue  will  be 
dated  January  1. 
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Drywallers... 

(continued  from  page  3) 
have  been  betrayed  by  the  pro-capitalist 
labor  traitors,  and  their  reformist 
hangers-on,  who  did  nothing  to  mobilize 
L.A.  unions  to  win  a decisive  victory  in 
this  key  class  battle.  One  tail  on  the 
bureaucratic  donkey,  the  International 
Socialist  Organization,  waxes  enthusias- 
tic about  the  "important  step  forward" 
of  the  settlement,  while  concealing  the 
contract  clause  that  gives  half  the  jobs 
to  scabs  and  not  even  mentioning  the 
deportations! 

Sure,  the  union  tops  donated  rice  and 
beans  and  a few  bucks — after  all,  they 
want  the  drywallers’  dues  money.  But 
immigrant  workers  were  leading  a battle 
for  all  labor  in  an  industry  and  an  area 
where  the  union  movement  has  been 
weak.  In  contrast  to  the  pseudo- 
socialists, the  Spartacist  League  and  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  took  up  the 
drywallers’  struggle  early  on  and  fought 
for  real  solidarity  action  by  L A.  labor. 
In  a statement  to  a July  14  defense  rally 
in  Santa  Ana.  PDC  spokesman  Benito 
Montgomery  said.  "The  unity  and  deter- 
mination you  have  shown  must  serve  as 
a call  to  the  integrated  labor  move- 
ment— longshore,  aerospace.  Teamsters, 
hotel/restaurant  and  janitors — to  come 
out  and  fight  shoulder  to  shoulder  to 
defeat  migra  union-busting.” 

Drywaleros  Play  Hardba.. 

The  drywallers  understood  from  the 
beginning  what  they  faced.  “We  are  all 
getting  ripped  off  and  exploited  by 
rich  bosses.  And  we  have  police  and 
immigration  and  politicians  all  against 
us,”  said  one  striker.  The  employers, 
the  Building  Industry  Association  of 
Southern  California,  are  billion-dollar 
developers  in  a highly  lucrative  indus- 
try— new  homes  in  Orange  County 
average  almost  $300,000.  The  capitalist 
state  threw  everything  at  the  strikers 
— special  "labor  relations”  squads  of 
Orange  County  sheriffs,  outrageous  bail 
of  $50,000  on  kidnapping  charges  for 
militant  picket  lines,  lynching  charges 
for  allegedly  rescuing  their  comrades 
from  LAPD  dragnets. 

It  was  “a  labor  movement  that  has 
stunned  experts  with  its  organized  and 
willful  defiance"  ( Orange  County  Reg- 
ister). One  sheriff  bitterly  complained, 
“I  hav'  not  seen  anything  this  organ- 
ized... where  they  are  being  this  bold, 
this  brazen.”  Ten  years  ago,  unions  in 
the  Southern  Californian  residential 
building  trades  industry  were  wiped  out 
during  the  Reagan  years  in  Reagan  coun- 
try. Mexican  workers,  many  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Maguey  in  the  central  Mexican 
state  of  Guanajuato,  were  brought  in  to 
break  the  union.  Wage  scales  plummeted, 
creating  the  conditions  that  sparked  this 
strike:  workers  are  paid  as  little  as  $300 
for  backbreaking  60-hour  weeks  install- 
ing 100-pound  sheets  of  dry  wall. 

Overwhelmingly  Latino,  cut  off  from 
unionized,  commercial  construction  by 
the  prejudice  ;..id  backwardness  of  the 
craft  union  tops,  the  drywallers  fought 


WV  Photos 

Drywallers  and  supporters  at  November  14  meeting  on  union  contract  at 
Carpenters  Hall  in  Orange  County,  California. 


to  win  a union.  From  Washington.  D C., 
International  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
president  Sig  Lucassen  pronounced  that 
"the  trade  union  movement — the  Broth- 
erhood included — will  be  dead  in  the 
water  unless  it  brings  them  in"  ( Carpen- 
ter, September-October  1992).  But  when 
strikers  ran  up  against  the  cops  and 
judges  and  la  migra.  the  cowardly, 
pro-Democratic  Party  AFL-CIO  chiefs 
hid  behind  anti-labor  laws.  Orange 
County  Central  Labor  Council  secretary- 
treasurer  Bill  Fogarty  admitted  the  gut- 
less impotence  of  the  bureaucracy  when 
he  claimed  there  was  an  advantage  to 
the  drywallers  "organizing  alone": 
"labor’s  hands  are  tied.  An  employer  can 
get  an  injunction  against  a union."  The 
drywallers'  "advantage"  lay  in  the  fact 
that,  unlike  the  pro-capitalist  tops,  they 
refused  to  play  by  the  bosses’  rules. 

The  strike  began  in  June,  but  it  gained 
prominence  when  an  orchestrated 
sheriffs/INS  attack  on  the  picket  lines 
over  the  July  4 weekend  resulted  in  the 
largest  mass  arrest  in  Orange  County  his- 
tory. Strikers  were  arrested  on  outra- 
geous charges  of  “kidnapping”  (!)  for 
running  a handful  of  scabs  off  a con- 
struction site.  INS  agents  were  waiting 
at  the  jail  when  strikers  were  brought 
there.  Strikers’  wives  quickly  organized 
a demonstration  that  surrounded  the  jail. 
More  than  70  workers  were  forced  into 
"voluntary  deportation,"  another  26  are 
still  in  the  courts.  Workers  Vanguard 
demanded  "Labor  Must  Defend  the 
Drywallers!"  and  “No  Deportations!" 
The  PDC  contacted  L.A.  unions  to  come 


out  to  the  court  hearing.  We  joined  over 
a hundred  strikers  protesting  outside  the 
L.A.  federal  building,  but  the  union  tops 
(and  fake-lefts)  didn’t  bother  to  show. 

The  contract  negotiated  by  the  union 
lops  stipulates  that  the  union  must  screen 
drywallers  at  the  hiring  hall  for  undoc- 
umented workers,  under  the  sanctions 
provisions  of  the  racist,  anti-labor  Immi- 
gration Reform  and  Control  Act  of  1986. 
On  behalf  of  their  masters  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  the  labor  fakers  have  been 
the  worst  promoter  'f  jingoist  attacks 
on  "illegal  immigratK ..."  For  years,  the 
only  time  you  heard  the  bureaucrats  talk 
of  Mexican  and  Central  American  work- 
ers was  to  blame  them  for  the  loss  of 
jobs  in  decaying  American  capitalism. 
That  is  the  AFL-CIO  tops’  motivation  in 
opposing  the  imperialist  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  to  be  signed  later 
this  month,  a scheme  for  the  super- 
exploitation of  the  Mexican  proletariat. 

The  Spartacist  League  opposes  this 
plan  for  a “Fortress  North  America” 
because  we  fight  for  international  work- 
ers solidarity.  The  drywallers  strike  was 
a precious  opportunity  for  the  labor 
movement  to  wage  a sharp  fight  to  say: 
anybody  who  has  made  it  to  this  country 
has  a right  to  stay  here  and  work  at  good 


union  jobs.  We  fought  to  stop  INS  union- 
busting  and  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
foreign-horn  workers.  The  historic  dis- 
crimination against  blacks.  Latinos  and 
women  in  the  construction  industry  must 
be  dramatically  broken.  Now  is  the  time 
to  make  the  developers  pay  for  aggres- 
sive. union-run  recruitment  and  appren- 
ticeship programs  to  bring  black.  Latino 
and  Asian  men  and  women  into  residen- 
tial and  commercial  construction. 

Class  Struggle  Against  the 
New  World  Order 

The  drywallers  strike  came  on  the 
heels  of  the  explosion  of  rage  in  Los 
Angeles  and  across  the  country  after  the 
acquittal  of  the  racist  cops  who  brutally 
beat  Rodney  King.  Migra  vans  patrolled 
the  streets  of  L.A.  during  the  riot.  The 
National  Network  for  Immigrant  and 
Refugee  Rights  reports  that  900  workers 
were  "processed  for  removal" — that  is. 
deported.  They  also  reported  that  the 
"LAPD  is  known  to  have  turned  over 
hundreds  of  Latinos  directly  to  the  INS 
just  on  the  basis  of  ‘looking  like  undoc- 
umented workers’."  The  L.A.  rebellion 
sent  the  U.S.  rulers'  “New  World  Order” 
up  in  flames,  as  workers  and  the 
oppressed  across  the  world  saw  the  color 
of  racist  American  “justice”  and  the  fra- 
gility of  U.S.  imperialism’s  claim  to  rule 
the  world. 

The  drywallers  inspired  workers  by 
reviving  class-struggle  tactics  like  rov- 
ing pickets,  real  picket  lines  that  scabs 
learned  it  was  dangerous  to  cross.  They 
brought  a taste  of  the  power  of  labor  to 
the  open  shop  backwaters  of  Orange 
County  and  the  “Inland  Empire."  There 
have  been  key  labor  battles  in  L.A. — 
hotel  workers,  janitors.  longshoremen, 
teachers  (who  are  now  facing  a 12  per- 
cent pay  cut) — which  have  breathed  new 
life  into  the  labor  movement  here.  But 
the  labor  traitors  funnel  the  anger  of 
South-Central  L.A.  and  the  militancy  of 
workers  on  the  docks  and  construction 
sites  into  the  Democratic  Party  of  impe- 
rialism and  war.  That  is  why  the  unions 
were  criminally  silent  in  the  face  of  the 
bloody  state  repression  in  L.A.  last  May. 

After  the  mass  arrest  of  drywallers  in 
July,  we  demanded  the  labor  movement 
act  to  defend  the  drywallers,  and  pointed 
the  way  forward: 

"The  labor  movement,  especially  power- 
ful industrial  unions  like  longshore  and 
aerospace,  must  defeat  INS  union- 
busting  and  defend  foreign-bom  work- 
ers. As  the  fastest-growing  component 
of  the  union  movement,  these  workers 
are  linked  in  struggle  to  their  black  and 
white  class  allies,  and  are  a bridge  to 
combative  Mexican  workers  on  the  other 
side  of  the  border.  From  among  them 
will  be  recruited  class-conscious  cadres 
who  will  play  a crucial  role  in  forging 
the  revolutionary  internationalist  work- 
ers party  that  will  bring  down  the  racist 
capitalist  system  once  and  for  all!”  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


War  Talk  Escalates  Over  Macedonia 


Rocked  by  Strike  Wave 


Marxist  Review 

Striking  Athens  bus  drivers  in  August  spearheaded  massive  Greek  working- 
class  struggle. 


Greece 

A massive  strike  wave  swept  Greece 
this  summer  and  fall,  shaking  the  gov- 
ernment of  brutal  austerity  led  by  Con- 
stantine Mitsotakis  and  his  right-wing 
New  Democracy  (ND)  party.  The  Athens 
buses  stopped  running,  and  power  was 
repeatedly  cut  for  up  to  eight  hours.  A 
series  of  public  sector  strikes  crippled 
banks  and  postal  and  phone  services  for 
weeks.  The  labor  upsurge  was  punctu- 
ated by  street  battles  with  riot  police, 
militant  mass  picketing  and  three  general 
strikes  in  September  which  repeatedly 
brought  over  100,000  workers  into  the 
streets. 

Since  coming  to  office  in  April  1990 
the  ND  government  has  pursued  a dev- 
astating Thatcherite  program  of  wage, 
welfare  and  pension  cuts,  mass  lay- 
offs and  privatizations,  along  with  anti- 
trade-union laws.  The  details  of  this 
program  have  been  dictated  by  the 
European  Community  (EC),  and  the  lat- 
est round  of  anti-working-class  measures 
was  explicitly  tied  to  Greece’s  endorse- 
ment of  the  collapsing  Maastricht  Treaty. 
As  in  Italy,  millions  of  workers  struck 
against  the  regime’s  cutback/privatiza- 
tion plans,  but  were  shackled  by  their 
reformist  leaders  (see  ‘‘Red  Hot  Autumn 
in  Italy,’’  WV  No.  560,  2 October). 

Meanwhile,  the  government’s  attacks 
on  the  working  class  have  been  accom- 
panied by  ferocious  chauvinist  saber  rat- 
tling over  former  Yugoslav  Macedonia. 


Military  expenditure  has  escalated  in  an 
arms  race  with  Turkey,  and  the  draft 
period  has  been  lengthened.  Last  month 
Greek  president  Karamanlis  called  for 
closing  the  borders  with  “Skopje,”  the 
Greek-chauvinist  term  for  Yugoslav  Mac- 
edonia. This  may  come  to  a head  over 
the  EC  heads  of  state  meeting  in 
Edinburgh  this  month,  where  recognition 
of  Macedonia  may  be  broached. 

The  strikes  this  year  are  the  latest  and 
largest  battles  of  resistance  by  an 
intensely  combative  working  class.  In 
September  1990  a first  batch  of  austerity 
measures  provoked  a wave  of  walkouts, 
including  power,  banking,  municipal 
workers  and  the  state-owned  Olympic 
Airways.  School  occupations  by  stu- 
dents, supported  by  teachers,  shut  down 
state  education  for  two  months.  The 
killing  of  a left-wing  teacher  in  the 
southern  city  of  Pdtrai  sparked  a 
quarter-million-strong  demonstration  in 
Athens,  and  three  days  of  street  fighting. 
The  government  was  forced  to  back 
down.  Now  the  ruling  class  has  renewed 


its  offensive  and  the  class  struggle  has 
broken  out  again. 

In  July,  the  8,000  bus  workers  of  Ath- 
ens came  out  on  strike  to  resist  the  loss 
of  1,400  jobs  through  privatization.  The 


bus  workers  mounted  pickets  and  staged 
daily  demonstrations  through  down- 
town, forcing  the  government  to  mobi- 
lize the  army  to  run  scab  services.  This 
struggle  inspired  the  working  class:  in 
August  the  GSEE  (General  Confedera- 
tion of  Greek  Workers)  called  a demon- 
stration in  support  of  the  strikers,  which 
brought  tens  of  thousands  into  the  streets 
of  the  capital.  Even  after  the  public 
workers  strikes  were  called  off,  on  Octo- 
ber 6 some  40,000  workers  rallied  in  an 
Athens  stadium  and  another  20,000 
crowded  outside,  in  an  impressive  show 
of  solidarity  with  the  bus  drivers. 

When  the  government  announced  its 
Maastricht  package  increasing  the  retire- 
ment age  to  65  and  cutting  pensions  and 
social  security  payments,  the  public  sec- 
tor exploded.  In  August  tear  gas  filled 
the  streets  as  riot  police  sought  to  break 
up  mass  demonstrations;  union  leaders 
and  strikers  were  jailed.  The  GSEE,  led 
by  the  Stalinist  KKE  (Communist  Party) 
and  the  bourgeois  populist  PASOK 
(Panhellenic  Socialist  Movement),  was 


forced  to  call  a 24-hour  general  strike 
on  September  3,  followed  by  two  48- 
hour  general  strikes  on  September  9-10 
and  16-17,  in  order  to  contain  the  strike 
movement. 

GSEE  president  Lambros  Kanello- 
poulos  declared,  “We  will  fight  to  the 
end.”  But  in  reality  the  Stalinist  and 
PASOK  leaders  were  working  to  head 
off  what  was  needed:  a full-scale  work- 
ers mobilization  which  could  have 
defeated  the  government’s  all-sided 
attacks  and  opened  the  road  to  a fight 
for  working-class  power.  In  the  end  the 
government,  although  shaken  and  inter- 
nally divided,  was  able  to  pass  its  leg- 
islation, and  to  survive  for  the  time 
being.  The  bus  workers  have  been 
defeated,  left  to  dangle  in  isolation  by 
the  union  bureaucrats. 

An  all-out  general  strike  to  defeat  the 
austerity  measures  and  prevent  the  insti- 
tution of  anti-union  legislation  would  by 
its  very  nature  have  raised  the  question 
“Which  class  will  rule?"  The  union  lead- 
ers, whether  KKE  or  PASOK,  have 
unambiguously  answered  that  question: 
the  bourgeoisie.  PASOK  has  called  for 
early  elections,  hoping  to  ride  the  wave 
of  hostility  to  New  Democracy  and  take 
parliamentary  power.  It  promises  a 
“social  contract” — i.e..  a deal  to  impose 
austerity  by  a four-year  period  of  “col- 
laboration of  social  forces." 

The  KKE  is  currently  posturing  to  the 
left,  while  effectively  supporting  the 
government.  Pointing  out  that  PASOK 
“is  not  a real  alternative,"  the  KKE 


opposed  new  elections.  During  the 
strikes  the  KKE  refused  even  to  call  for 
bringing  down  Mitsotakis!  This  even- 
handed  “opposition"  to  ND  and  PASOK 
has  nothing  to  do  with  revolutionary 
struggle  against  these  two  bourgeois  par- 
ties; rather  it  leaves  the  KKE's  options 
open  in  the  event  of  a hung  parliament. 
The  KKE  has  already  participated  in  two 
coalition  governments  which  preceded 
Mitsotakis  in  1989-90,  first  as  the  junior 
partner  to  ND,  then  as  junior  partner  to 
both  ND  and  PASOK!  And  they  will  cer- 
tainly do  so  again  if  the  opportunity  pres- 
ents itself. 

The  fight  for  workers  state  power  in 
Greece  means  total  opposition  to  coali- 
tionism,  which  prevents  the  working 
class  from  fighting  independently  for  its 
own  interests.  Those,  like  the  Greek 
USec  grouping  OKDE  (Spartakos),  who 
call  for  a “united  front"  of  the  "left," 
i.e.,  a “popular  front"  of  the  KKE 
and  the  bourgeois-nationalist  PASOK 
against  New  Democracy,  are  asking  the 
working  class  to  put  its  head  on  the  cap- 
italists’ chopping  block. 

KKE  in  the  Camp  of  the 
Bourgeoisie 

The  KKE  is  the  historic  mass  party  of 
the  Greek  working  class.  Its  partisan 
struggle  against  the  Nazi  wartime  occu- 
pation and  in  the  civil  war  that  broke 
out  in  1944  gave  it  great  authority.  That 
authority  was  duly  abused  to  block  the 
seizure  of  power  by  the  working  class 
at  the  end  of  the  war,  when  the  Commu- 
nist Party,  as  in  France  and  Italy, 
made  peace  with  the  bourgeoisie,  dis- 
armed the  working  class  and  entered 
into  a popular-front  capitalist  govern- 
ment to  rebuild  the  Greek  capitalist  state 
machine.  This  1945  betrayal  did  not  pre- 
vent the  bourgeoisie,  aided  and  abetted 
by  British  and  U.S.  imperialism,  from 
turning  on  the  Communists,  renewing 
the  civil  war  and  slaughtering  thousands 
in  a campaign  designed  to  break  the 
potential  for  working-class  revolution. 

The  defeat  of  the  KKE-led  forces  in 
1949,  conforming  to  Stalin’s  postwar 
settlement  with  Churchill  that  gave 
Greece  to  imperialism,  paved  the  way 
for  a series  of  rightist  regimes  culminat- 
ing in  the  infamous  colonels’  dictator- 
ship of  1967-74.  Despite  this  history, 
the  goal  of  the  KKE  has  remained  to  find 
its  way  back  into  the  corridors  of  capi- 
talist power.  This  ambition  was  finally 
realized  in  1989,  when  the  KKE  formed 
an  alliance  (the  Synaspismos)  with  a 
small  Eurocommunist  breakaway,  the 
KKE  (Interior).  The  message  of  the  alli- 
ance was  that  the  KKE,  a renowned 
"hardline"  Stalinist  party  whose  leader- 
ship had  resided  in  Moscow  under 
continued  on  page  II 
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Prometheus  Research  Library  Book 

James  R Cannon 
and  the  Early  Years  of 
American  Communism 

Selected  Writings  and  Speeches,  1920-1928 


The  Prometheus  Research  Library,  the  library  and 
archive  of  the  Spartacist  League/US-  Central  Commit- 
tee, has  just  published  its  first  book.  James  P.  Cannon 
and  the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism:  Selected 
Writings  and  Speeches,  1920-1928.  The  624-page  vol- 
ume, available  in  both  paperback  and  hardcover,  con- 
tains 60  documents,  articles  and  speeches  by  Cannon 
from  the  time  he  was  a leader  of  the  Communist  Party 
(called  at  that  time  the  Workers  Party),  as  well  as  an 
extensive  historical  introduction  by  the  PRL.  Supple- 
menting Theodore  Draper’s  excellent  two-volume  his- 
tory of  the  American  Communist  movement  ( The  Roots 
of  American  Communism  and  American  Communism  and 
Soviet  Russia),  as  well  as  Cannon’s  letters  to  Draper 
published  as  The  First  Ten  Years  of  American  Commu- 
nism, the  PRL  book  provides  original  documentary 
material  from  American  Communism’s  first  decade.  The 
book,  which  covers  Cannon’s  years  as  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal leaders  of  the  American  section  of  the  Communist 


A Review: 

James  P.  Cannon  and  the  Early  Years 
of  American  Communism 
Spartacist  Publishing  Co., 

624  pp..  $22.50  ($14.50  paperback) 


International,  also  serves  as  a prelude  to  Pathfinder 
Press’  series  of  Cannon  writings,  which  was  centrally 
edited  by  the  late  George  Breitman.  Pathfinder’s  series 
covers  the  period  when  Cannon  was  the  authoritative 
leader  of  the  American  Trotskyist  movement. 

Coming  out  of  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
(IWW)  and  won  to  Communism  in  the  great  wave  of 
labor  radicalism  which  swept  the  world  in  response  to 
the  1917  Russian  Revolution.  Cannon  was  a founding 
American  Communist,  chairman  and  chief  public 
spokesman  of  the  Workers  Party  when  it  was  founded 
in  1921,  and  a member  of  the  party’s  top  leadership 
bodies  for  most  of  the  next  seven  years.  In  October 
1928  he  and  about  a hundred  factional  supporters  were 
expelled  from  the  party  for  attempting  to  organize  a 
faction  in  support  of  Leon  Trotsky’s  International  Left 
Opposition  (ILO).  They  went  on  to  form  the  nucleus 
of  the  first  Trotskyist  organization  in  the  United  States, 
the  Communist  League  of  America  (CLA).  The  central 
leader  of  American  Trotskyism  for  the  next  25  years, 
until  his  retirement  as  secretary  of  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP)  in  1953,  Cannon  was  the  finest  communist 
leader  this  country  has  yet  produced. 

The  introduction  to  this  volume  notes  that  the  Amer- 
ican Trotskyist  movement  was  unique  in  having  been 
generated  from  an  established  factional  grouping  in  the 
official  Comintern  section — other  early  ILO  sections 


were  formed  from  disparate  elements  and  individuals, 
most  of  them  expelled  from  the  Communist  movement 
only  after  having  been  discredited  and  stripped  of  all 
supporters.  Cannon  stands  out  as  a Communist  leader 
who  came  over  to  Trotsky  with  his  authority  pretty 
much  intact.  And  unlike  the  European  groupings  of  the 
Left  Opposition,  for  the  most  part  a collection  of  petty- 
bourgeois  circles,  the  CLA  began  with  a base  among 
worker  militants.  Together  these  factors  gave  the  Amer- 
ican Trotskyists  a more  solid  grounding  in  Communist 
tradition  and  practices. 

The  selection  of  material  in  James  P.  Cannon  and 
the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism  is  designed 
to  shed  light  on  the  origins  of  American  Trotskyism. 
To  provide  as  complete  a documentary  record  as  pos- 
sible of  the  evolution  of  Cannon  and  the  group  he 
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Jim  Cannon  (left)  at  founding  conference  of 
International  Labor  Defense  in  June  1925  with 
George  Maurer,  secretary  of  the  Labor  Defense 
Council  which  merged  with  ILD. 

pulled  together  in  the  factional  wars  which  wracked  the 
American  party  during  the  1920s,  the  book  is  heavily 
weighted  toward  major  factional  documents  and  state- 
ments, including  some  material  that  was  probably  not 
written  by  Cannon  but  was  coauthored  or  signed  by 
him.  The  book  does  not  include  many  of  the  popular 
agitational  pieces  Cannon  wrote  in  the  1920s  since  the 
best  of  these  were  selected  by  him  for  his  Notebook  of 
an  Agitator,  published  in  1958  and  still  available  from 
Pathfinder  Press.  A sense  of  how  selective  the  PRL  had 
to  be  in  choosing  material  for  the  book  is  provided  by 


the  bibliography  of  Cannon's  writings  and  speeches 
for  the  period,  which  appears  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

Also  included  is  an  appendix  containing  material 
written  in  the  summer  of  1928  by  some  of  Cannon's 
key  factional  collaborators,  as  well  as  a letter  by 
Antoinette  Konikow — also  expelled  for  Trotskyism 
in  1928  but  not  a supporter  of  the  Cannon  faction — 
who  led  a small  Boston  grouping  into  the  CLA. 
Another  appendix  contains  Jack  Stachel’s  December 
1928  report  to  the  Workers  Party’s  Political  Committee 
on  “The  Right  Danger  and  Trotskyism."  The  report, 
based  on  correspondence  stolen  from  Cannon’s  apart- 
ment by  party  leader  Jay  Lovestone’s  henchmen,  details 
the  support  and  interest  the  expelled  Trotskyists  had 
generated  within  the  Workers  Party. 

In  collecting  material  for  inclusion,  the  PRL  searched 
the  bulk  of  the  American  archives  likely  to  contain 
material  by  Cannon,  as  well  as  the  available  publica- 
tions of  the  Communist  movement  in  the  1920s.  Not 
surprisingly,  this  search  uncovered  few  items  by  Cannon 
from  the  early  “underground"  period  of  American  Com- 
munism (1919-21);  nor  did  the  PRL  find  many  docu- 
ments from  the  seven  months  Cannon  spent  in  Moscow 
in  1922  as  the  American  representative  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Communist  International  (ECCI), 
though  the  archives  of  the  Cl  in  Moscow  may  contain 
such  material.  However,  all  other  major  portions  of 
Cannon’s  career  as  a Communist  leader  are  covered. 

Taken  together,  the  material  assembled  in  James  P 
Cannon  and  the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism 
provides  a powerful  documentary  record  which  con- 
firms, as  it  supplements.  Cannon's  The  First  Ten  Years 
of  American  Communism.  As  the  introduction  notes. 
"Such  a documentary  record — even  a highly  selective 
one — cannot  be  said  to  exist  for  the  accounts  of  many 
leading  ex-Communists,  to  say  nothing  of  the  official 
histories  penned  by  Stalinist  hacks"  like  William  Z. 
Foster  and  Earl  Browder. 

This  book  is  a must  for  anyone  who  considers  himself 
a communist  and  for  any  serious  student  of  American 
communism  and  the  Communist  International,  and  of 
interest  to  many  students  of  social  history.  The  intro- 
duction provides  a comprehensive  overview  of  Workers 
Party  history  in  the  1920s,  and  the  PRL  has  also  pro- 
vided a 29-page  glossary  of  names  and  terms,  as  well 
as  footnotes  giving  extensive  background  information 
on  the  party’s  trade-union  work,  disputes  within  the 
Comintern,  and  other  subjects  raised  in  the  documents. 
The  volume  is  fully  indexed  and  includes  16  pages  of 
rare  photographs,  including  one  from  the  Cl’s  Fifth 
World  Congress  (1924)  showing  Trotsky  with  a Viet- 
namese delegate,  Nguyen  Ai  Quoc  (Ho  Chi  Minh).  Both 
cloth  and  paperback  editions  are  smyth  sewn,  and 
printed  and  bound  by  union  labor  (Allied  Printing 
Trades).  The  result  is  an  attractive,  sturdy  volume  which 
is  easy  to  open,  read  and  consult. 

Cannon’s  Papers  and  Cannon’s  Party 

One  of  the  book’s  dedications  is  to  George  Breitman. 
It  was  comrade  Breitman,  the  general  editor  for  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party's  Pathfinder  Press  series  of 
Trotsky  and  Cannon  writings,  who  in  1984  prodded 
the  Prometheus  Research  Library  staff  to  begin  com- 
piling material  for  this  book,  though  he  bears  no  direct 
responsibility  for  the  end  result.  Breitman  had  been 
expelled  from  the  SWP  in  1983,  along  with  a number 
of  others,  for  opposing  party  leader  Jack  Barnes'  open 
attacks  on  Trotsky  and  the  theory  of  permanent  revo- 
lution. He  was  a founder  and  leader  of  the  Fourth  Inter- 
nationalist Tendency  (FIT)  until  his  death  in  1986. 

Barnes'  party  had  long  since  ceased  to  be  Trotskyist, 
having  in  1963  formalized  a “reunification"  with  Ernest 
Mandel’s  European  Pabloists  explicitly  around  a pro- 
gram of  political  support  to  Cuba’s  Fidel  Castro. 
Declaring  that  experience  since  World  War  II  showed 


Labor  Detender 

Group  of  delegates  to  second  conference  of  International  Labor  Defense,  September  1926. 

8 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


a Trotskyist  proletarian  vanguard  to  be  no  longer 
necessary  for  the  overthrow  of  capitalism,  the  SWP 
(under  the  regime  of  the  stodgy  Farrell  Dobbs  and  the 
up-and-coming  Jack  Barnes)  joined  with  Mandel  & Co. 
in  seeking  to  reduce  "Trotskyism"  to  a force  for  cheer- 
leading  insurgent  Stalinists,  Third  World  nationalists 
and  other  "revolutionaries  of  action."  In  the  U.S.  this 
political  liquidationism  was  accompanied  by  accom- 
modation to  the  illusory  program  of  black  nationalism: 
positing  a separatist  "road"  to  black  liberation,  the 
SWP — which  had  earlier  been  impermissibly  passive 
and  legalistic  in  its  response  to  the  civil  rights 
struggles — relieved  itself  of  any  responsibility  to 
fight  to  win  black  cadres  to  the  Trotskyist  program  and 
party.  The  Spartacist  League  originated  as  the  SWP’s 
Revolutionary  Tendency,  expelled  in  1963  for  opposi- 
tion to  the  party’s  centrist  course. 

The  SWP’s  centrist  phase  was  soon  shown  to  be  a 
brief  way  station  in  the  plunge  into  outright  reformism, 
as  the  party  emerged  as  the  "best  builder"  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  Vietnam  antiwar  movement,  competing  suc- 
cessfully with  the  reformist.  Stalinist  CP  Reveling 
in  social-patriotism,  the  SWP  worked  hard  to  keep 
newly  radicalized  youth  under  the  sway  of  Democratic 
Party  politicians  and  pro-Democrat  labor  bureaucrats, 
in  opposition  to  the  New  Leftists  like  SDS  and  the 
Black  Panthers  who  hated  imperialism  and  whom  the 
SWP  baited  as  "violent"  and  “ultraleftist.” 

Jim  Cannon,  though  no  longer  the  party’s  central 
administrator,  remained  as  its  national  chairman 
through  its  degeneration  into  full-blown  reformism;  he 
died  in  1974.  Many  longtime  cadres  remained  members 
of  the  SWP  Central  Committee,  and  it  was  only  when 
Barnes  explicitly  repudiated  Trotsky  as  an  irrelevant 
sectarian  that  a layer  of  party  veterans  was  impelled 
into  opposition.  But  it  is  to  the  credit  of  George  Breit- 
man  and  others  that  they  refused  to  spit  on  the  tradition 
of  Trotskyism  as  they  understood  it,  and  thus  they 
were  expelled  from  the  party  they  had  served  for  so 
long.  Comrade  Breitman  in  particular — whom  we  had 
known  in  the  SWP  mainly  as  an  antagonist,  a spokes- 
man for  the  orientation  to  black  nationalism — had  spent 
many  years  overseeing  the  work  of  selecting,  editing 
and  annotating  Trotsky’s  writings  for  publication  by 
Pathfinder.  Expelled  from  the  SWP,  hampered  by  ill 
health  and  the  limited  resources  of  the  FIT,  Breitman 
learned  of  the  PRL’s  interest  in  the  documentation  on 
Cannon’s  career  as  a Communist  leader  and  was  will- 
ing to  encourage  and  collaborate  with  us  on  archival 
matters. 

Barnes’  SWP  completed  the  process  of  (literally) 
“junking  the  old  Trotskyism”  just  as  the  PRL  was  fin- 
ishing the  editorial  work  on  James  P.  Cannon  and  the 
Early  Years  of  American  Communism.  Barnes  removed 
from  his  party  headquarters  most  of  the  papers  and 
documents  from  the  SWP's  revolutionary  years  under 
Cannon's  leadership.  The  files  on  the  work  of  Trotsky’s 
Fourth  International  were  given  to  the  Hoover  Institu- 
tion at  Stanford;  papers  and  documents  relating  to  the 
party’s  domestic  work  were  given  to  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin,  where  the  SWP  had  long  main- 
tained an  archive. 

Included  in  the  latter  deposit  were  the  personal 
correspondence  files  and  papers  of  Cannon  and  his 
longtime  companion.  Rose  Karsner.  The  papers  were 


opened  to  researchers  in  July,  and  PRL  staff  members 
were  able  to  review  them,  finding  a few  items  by  Can- 
non unavailable  from  other  sources.  These  items  are 
included  in  the  bibliography,  and  some  are  quoted  in 
the  introduction,  which  also  makes  use  of  quotations 
from  previously  unpublished  correspondence  between 
Cannon  and  Theodore  Draper. 

Factional  Gang  Warfare  in  the 
Workers  Party 

In  addition  to  material  from  the  Cannon  papers,  the 
PRL’s  introduction  makes  extensive  use  of  documents 
and  interviews  from  Theodore  Draper’s  research  files, 
as  well  as  of  newly  available  autobiographical  manu- 
scripts by  American  Communists  prominent  in  the 
1920s.  This  previously  unpublished  material  adds  color 
to  the  introduction.  For  example,  Alexander  Bittelman, 
a Russian-born  Jewish  Communist  who  was  William 
Z.  Foster’s  chief  factional  collaborator,  throws  some 
revealing  light  on  the  factional  lineup  in  the  Workers 
Party  in  1923-25.  when  Cannon  and  Foster  led  a 
grouping  centered  on  the  party’s  trade  unionists.  The 
Cannon-Foster  group  split  in  two  in  August  1925,  after 
a cable  from  the  Comintern  upset  their  elected  majority 
at  the  Workers  Party’s  Fourth  Convention.  But  from 
late  1923  until  August  1925  this  group  had  a majority 
on  the  party’s  Central  Committee,  leading  the  party  in 
opposition  to  the  C.E.  Ruthenberg-Jay  Lovestone-John 
Pepper  factional  bloc,  which  was  based  primarily  on 
the  party’s  Eastern  European  language  federations. 
Bittelman  recalls: 

"Most  of  the  Cannon-Foster  circle  were  a rather  rough- 
and-ready  group  of  individuals.  There  was  among  them 
much  camaraderie,  plain  spoken  talk  and  few  niceties  in 
mutual  relations.  In  group  discussions  they  would  use 
what  they  chose  to  call  'trade  union  language.'  in  which 
variations  on  ‘damn  it'  were  of  the  more  innocent  ex- 
pressions. And  candor  compels  me  also  to  say  this:  in 
our  own  circle  four-letter  exclamations  were  a dime  a 
dozen  and  sometimes  cheaper.  Whereas  Ruthenberg.  in 
circumstances  which  tempt  one  to  resort  to  some  such 


exclamation,  would  merely  say:  'Goodness  gracious.'  I 
can  never  forget  the  expression  on  the  faces  of  some 
of  my  comrades  in  the  Foster-Cannon  circle  on  such 
occasions." 

— Alexander  Bittelman.  Things  / Have  Learned 
(unpublished,  written  in  1963) 

Both  Cannon  and  Foster  had  been  syndicalists  before 
joining  the  Communist  movement.  They  had  real  con- 
nections and  experience  in  the  labor  movement.  Cannon 
as  an  organizer  of  revolutionary  unions  in  the  IWW, 
and  Foster  as  an  American  Federation  of  Labor-backed 
organizer,  leading  major  class  battles  in  the  steel  and 
meatpacking  industries  in  Chicago  in  1919.  (In  the 
Workers  Party  they  differed  in  their  approach  to  labor, 
Foster  being  the  leading  advocate  of  exclusively  "bor- 
ing from  within”  the  existing  AFL  unions,  while  Can- 
non favored  a more  flexible  policy.)  In  contrast. 
Ruthenberg  had  been  a straight  SP  party  man,  though 
one  with  an  honorable  record  as  a leader  of  the  left 
wing  and  militant  opponent  of  World  War  I.  Lovestone 
and  his  cronies  were  neophytes,  recruited  from  New 
York’s  City  College. 

In  contrast  to  this  diversity,  in  Britain  the  sectar- 
ian inability  of  the  CP  to  regroup  substantially  from 
revolutionary  syndicalist,  Celtic  and  left-feminist  cur- 
rents attracted  to  Communism  by  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion rendered  the  British  Communists,  narrowly  drawn 
from  former  Socialist  parliamentarists,  pretty  much 
sterile  (see  “British  Communism  Aborted,"  Spartacist 
No.  36-37,  Winter  1985-86). 

Differences  in  political  culture  made  for  a political 
vitality  in  the  early  American  party,  and  they  underlie 
the  factional  dogfights  which  plagued  it  in  the  1920s, 
but  do  not  explain  them.  The  machinations  of  polit- 
ical adventurers  like  Jay  Lovestone  (who  went  on  to 
become  a CIA  operative)  lent  the  situation  a particularly 
venal  character.  In  an  unpublished  letter  to  Draper  cited 
in  the  introduction.  Cannon  described  Lovestone’s 
"will,  ruthless  driving  ambition,  to  say  nothing  of  his 
continued  on  page  10 
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James  P.  Cannon... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

diabolical  passion  for  intrigue  and  his  indefatigable 
energy  in  setting  men  against  each  other  and  fouling 
things  up  generally."  But  if  Lovestone  and  his  mentor, 
the  Hungarian  John  Pepper,  who  arrived  in  the  United 
States  in  1922  as  a self-proclaimed  "representative"  of 
the  Communist  International,  did  much  to  keep  the 
factional  pot  boiling,  it  was  the  increasingly  Stalinized 
Comintern  which  provided  the  heat. 

The  Degeneration  of  the 
Communist  International 

As  Leninists  and  Trotskyists,  we  also  consider  our- 
selves Cannonists.  This  is  not  because  of  the  American 
origins  of  our  tendency,  but  rather  because  of  our  “Rus- 
sian" origins,  the  Bolshevism  which  James  P.  Cannon 
taught  us.  In  his  fine  speech  on  the  "Russian  question” 
from  October  1939.  in  the  heat  of  a faction  fight  against 
those  who  flinched  from  defending  the  Soviet  Union 
on  the  eve  of  World  War  II.  Cannon  said:  “We  are.  in 
fact,  the  parly  of  the  Russian  revolution.  Wc  have  been 


Cannon  was  sorely  disillusioned  when  the  sudden 
death  of  C.E.  Rulhenberg  in  March  1927  precipitated 
an  orgy  of  unprincipled  factional  warfare  resulting  in 
the  patently  opportunist  and  corrupt  Jay  Lovestone 
assuming  the  mantle  of  party  leadership  with  Comin- 
tern support.  Having  reached  a dead  end  in  the  internal 
factional  wars.  Cannon  was  predisposed,  when  he 
received  a copy  of  Leon  Trotsky's  critique  of  the  draft 
Comintern  program  at  the  Cl's  Sixth  Congress  in  1928, 
to  make  the  leap  to  Trotsky’s  internationalist  under- 
standing of  the  communist  program  and  the  Stalinist 
degeneration  of  the  Third  International.  Amid  much 
else,  that  seminal  document  contained  Trotsky’s  oppo- 
sition to  the  anti-Marxist  construct  of  a “two-class 
workers’  and  peasants’  party."  which  gave  Cannon  and 
the  American  Communists  so  much  trouble  in  the  incar- 
nation of  the  “Farmer-Labor”  movement. 

The  Labor  Party  Question 

The  PRL’s  introduction  notes  that  it  would  be  a mis- 
take to  look  at  the  material  in  James  P.  Cannon  and 
the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism  as  "simply 
the  prelude  to  Cannon's  later  emergence  as  an  author- 
itative Trotskyist  leader.  For  Cannon  was  also  one  of 


the  people,  and  the  only  people,  who  have  had  the 
Russian  revolution  in  their  program  and  in  their  blood." 

Trotskyists  have  always  claimed  for  themselves  the 
record  of  the  revolutionary  Communist  International 
from  1919-23,  and  stand  on  the  record  of  the  opposition 
which  fought  from  within  in  1924-33  to  reverse  the 
degeneration  of  the  Soviet  regime  and  the  International, 
and  which  went  on  to  found  the  Fourth  International. 
Trotsky's  powerful  analysis  identified  the  cause  of  the 
degeneration  in  the  failure  of  the  Russian  Revolution 
to  extend  itself  internationally,  resulting  in  the  rise  of 
a bureaucratic  caste  within  the  young,  economically 
backward  Soviet  republic.  This  privileged,  conservative 
caste  headed  by  Stalin,  accepting  isolation,  came  to 
espouse  a program  of  "building  socialism  in  one  coun- 
try” and  attempting  to  deflect  the  hostility  of  imperi- 
alism by  eschewing  the  struggle  for  world  revolution. 

Trotsky’s  insistence  that  the  fate  of  the  Soviet  regime 
depended,  in  the  final  analysis,  on  the  extension  of  the 
revolution  to  the  industrialized  imperialist  countries 
is  fully  borne  out  in  the  negative  today  by  the  final 
cowardly  collapse  of  the  regime  of  Stalin’s  heirs,  both 
within  and  outside  the  ex-USSR.  Today,  it  is  more 
important  than  ever  for  those  who  continue  to  fight 
for  Lenin’s  communism  to  examine  the  history  and 
experience  of  the  early  Communist  International.  James 
P Cannon  and  the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism 
provides  some  key  documentary  material  for  such  a 
study. 

During  the  period  covered  by  the  book  Cannon  was 
in  Moscow  five  times  for  various  Comintern  congresses 
and  ECCI  plenums,  and  some  of  his  speeches  to  Com- 
intern bodies  are  included  in  the  volume.  Cannon  spent 
seven  months  there  in  1922.  when  the  Cl  leadership 
still  retained  a revolutionary  perspective,  and  the  expe- 
rience served  to  make  of  Cannon  a confirmed  “Com- 
inlernist,"  who  was  slow  to  realize  later  in  the  decade 
that  things  had  fundamentally  changed  with  the  ascen- 
dancy of  Zinoviev.  Stalin  and  Bukharin  in  the  Russian 
party. 

The  material  contained  in  the  new  volume  graphi- 
cally illustrates  the  correctness  of  Trotsky’s  perspective 
of  fighting  from  inside  the  Comintern  during  the  1920s. 
Cannon  tried  to  chart  a perspective  for  the  Workers 
Party  based  on  revolutionary  communism,  even  as  the 
International  lost  its  revolutionary  perspective  and  the 
weight  of  an  expanding  and  self-confident  American 
imperialism  bore  down  on  the  American  party.  After 
Lenin’s  final  stroke,  followed  by  his  death  in  January 
1924,  most  other  American  Communist  leaders  bowed 
to  the  Stalinizing  Comintern,  waging  unprincipled 
power  struggles  in  the  Workers  Party.  Cannon,  though 
on  the  basis  of  an  incomplete  understanding,  built  a 
"faction  against  factionalism"  which  sought  to  push 
the  party  in  a revolutionary  direction. 


From  left  to  right: 

Bill  Dunne,  Tom  O’Flaherty, 
Big  Bill  Haywood  and 
James  Cannon,  probably  in 
Moscow,  spring  1925. 


the  most  able  Communist  leaders  in  the  1920s.  a period 
when  the  party  was  not  yet  homogenized  into  a rigid 
Stalinist  orthodoxy.  This  was  a time  of  real,  necessary 
and  inevitable  debate  about  the  tasks  facing  Commu- 
nists in  the  United  States.” 

The  1920s  was  a period  of  bourgeois  reaction  in  the 
United  States,  as  the  post-World  War  I revolutionary 
wave  receded  and  the  bourgeoisie  succeeded  in  stabi- 
lizing the  capitalist  world  order.  Inaugurated  by  the 
landslide  victory  of  Republican  Warren  Harding  in 
1920,  these  years  were  marked  by  a rise  in  Klan  terror 
and  an  all-time  high  in  anti-immigrant  sentiment.  The 
state  embarked  on  a major  assault  on  the  trade-union 
movement:  AFL  membership  fell  from  almost  20  per- 
cent of  the  non-agricultural  workforce  in  1920  to  just 
over  10  percent  in  1930.  The  American  ruling  class 
was  smugly  confident  that  the  working  class  was  cowed 
and  an  era  of  U.S. -dominated  imperialist  prosperity 
was  at  hand.  A short  while  later,  the  U.S.  stock  market 
crash  and  the  ensuing  world  depression  ushered  in  a 
new  period,  marked  in  this  country  by  widespread  rad- 
icalization  and  the  turbulent  struggles  for  industrial 
unions.  Many  parallels  can  be  drawn  between  America 


in  the  1920s  and  today,  and  today's  communists  will 
find  much  of  relevance  in  Cannon's  writings. 

The  book  brings  together  material  from  Cannon  on 
the  Workers  Party’s  brief  bloc  with  the  John  Fitzpatrick 
leadership  of  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  in  the 
effort  to  build  a national  "Farmer-Labor  Party":  the 
Workers  Party’s  subsequent  adaptation  to  the  petty- 
bourgeois  Farmer-Labor  movement:  the  party’s  work 
in  building  an  opposition  to  John  L.  Lewis  in  the  miners 
union;  the  role  of  party  supporters  in  the  leadership  of 
the  New  York  garment  workers  unions;  and  the  party’s 
activities  in  defense  of  class-war  prisoners,  in  particular 
the  great  campaign  against  the  execution  of  the  anar- 
chists Sacco  and  Vanzetti  in  1927.  which  Cannon  led 
in  his  capacity  as  head  of  the  party’s  defense  organi- 
zation. the  International  Labor  Defense. 

It  was  the  question  of  the  Farmer-Labor  movement 
and  the  Communists'  call  for  the  creation  of  a labor 
party  which  dominated  the  disputes  in  the  Workers 
Party  during  1922-25.  The  PRL’s  introduction  details 
the  formation,  trajectory  and  social  composition  of  the 
Farmer-Labor  movement,  necessary  background  mate- 
rial for  any  reader  trying  to  make  sense  of  the  disputes. 
The  Zinoviev  leadership  of  the  Comintern  took  up  the 
Fight  against  the  Workers  Party’s  opportunist  bulge 
(revealed  most  clearly  in  the  party’s  near-support  to 
the  third-party  candidacy  of  "Progressive"  Republican 
Robert  M.  La  Follette  in  1924)  only  reluctantly  and  at 
the  insistence  of  Trotsky  in  Moscow.  In  the  aftermath, 
the  party’s  discussions  on  the  question  were  deformed 
and  distorted  by  Zinoviev’s  campaign  against  Trotsky 
for  "underestimating"  the  peasantry.  Moscow's  insis- 
tence that  the  American  party  continue  to  orient  toward 
the  La  Follette  movement  and  fight  for  a two-class 
“workers  and  farmers"  party  totally  muddied  the 
waters,  creating  a confusion  on  the  labor  party  slogan 
from  which  the  ostensibly  communist  movement  in 
this  country  still  suffers. 

In  previously  unpublished  notes  written  for  Theodore 
Draper  and  quoted  by  the  PRL  in  its  introduction.  Can- 
non pointed  to  the  key  role  of  the  indefatigable  John 
Pepper  in  formulating  the  party’s  opportunist  adapta- 
tion to  the  La  Follette  movement,  a policy  which  per- 
sisted even  after  the  Cannon-Foster  factional  alliance 
had  overthrown  the  Pepper-Lovestone-Ruthenberg 
leadership  at  the  party’s  Third  Convention: 

"The  cold  fact  is  that  the  party  which  had  proclaimed 
itself  at  its  inception  as  a revolutionary  party  of  the  work- 
ing class,  and  had  adopted  a corresponding  program, 
became,  for  a period  in  1924.  the  advocate  of  a 'third 
party'  of  capitalism,  and  offered  to  support,  under  certain 
conditions,  the  presidential  candidacy  of  the  petty- 
bourgeois  demagogue  La  Follette.... 

"The  bewildered  party  disgraced  itself  in  this  affair,  and 
all  the  prominent  leaders  without  exception,  myself 
included,  were  in  it  up  to  our  necks,  with  no  excuse  save 
that  of  ignorance  and  no  reason  except  perhaps  the  fool- 
hardy ambition  to  outwit  ourselves.  If  I can  force  myself 
to  return  to  this  leap  into  political  irrationality,  even 
now — 30  years  later — it  is  only  because  a bad  experience, 
honestly  evaluated  and  accounted  for.  may  serve  a useful 
purpose  in  immunizing  the  movement  against  similar 
abnormalities  in  the  future. 

"Foster's  role  in  this  sorry  business  was  the  same  as  mine 
and  that  of  all  the  other  American  leaders  at  the  time. 
Pepper— interpreting  what  he  took  to  be  the  Comintern 
line — formulated  the  policy;  the  rest  of  us  went  along. 
Considering  the  fact  that  Pepper  had  been  defeated  and 
put  in  the  minority  at  the  party  convention,  at  the  end 
of  1923,  this  says  a lot  for  his  resilience  and  continuing 
influence,  but  it  doesn’t  say  much  for  the  rest  of  us." 

— James  P.  Cannon,  unpublished  notes 
(written  about  1959) 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  1924  elections.  Cannon  and 
his  factional  supporters  attempted  to  assimilate  the 
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import  of  their  opportunist  error  and  steer  the  party 
away  from  the  Farmer-Labor  milieu;  Lovestone  and 
Pepper  won  the  Comintern’s  support  for  a continued 
orientation  to  petty-bourgeois  Farmer-Laborism.  In 
1924  Cannon  did  not  know  that  Trotsky  had  been 
responsible  for  the  Cl’s  opposition  to  the  Workers 
Party's  La  Foilette  policy.  But  the  fact  that,  unwittingly 
and  heatedly.  Cannon  supported  the  thrust  of  Trotsky’s 
intervention  goes  a long  way  to  explaining  his  later 
evolution  toward  Trotskyism.  Also  notable  is  Cannon’s 
failure  to  speak  or  write  major  articles  in  support 
of  Zinoviev-Stalin-Bukharin’s  “anti-Trotskyism"  cam- 


paign. While  voting  for  all  the  ritual  anti-Trotsky  res- 
olutions in  the  American  party,  where  the  anti-Trotsky 
campaign  merged  with  the  struggle  against  the  social- 
democratic  tendency  led  by  Ludwig  Lore,  he  was  by 
all  accounts  unenthusiastic  on  the  question.  Bittelman 
quotes  Cannon  as  often  remarking.  “Stalin  makes  lead- 
ers out  of  shit  and  shit  out  of  leaders." 

Nonetheless,  as  tTie  material  collected  in  James  P 
Cannon  and  the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism 
demonstrates,  there  were  many  elements  of  the  Cannon 
faction’s  political  profile  that  militated  against  their 
being  able  to  make  the  leap  to  the  Left  Opposition:  a 


parochial  focus  on  American  questions,  insistence  on 
the  strategy  of  a bloc  with  “progressives"  in  the  unions, 
a lack  of  attention  to  fighting  Jim  Crow  segregation  in 
the  labor  movement.  While  Martin  Abern.  Max  Shacht- 
man  and  Arne  Swabcck  made  the  leap  to  Trotskyism 
with  Cannon,  Cannon’s  chief  political  collaborator, 
William  F.  Dunne,  who  was  also  Cannon's  best  friend, 
did  not. 

The  fact  that  Cannon  remained  true  to  the  revolution- 
ism which  inspired  his  youth,  leading  a significant  num- 
ber of  founding  American  Communist  cadre  into  Trot- 
sky’s Left  Opposition  in  1928,  is  a key  historical 
precondition  for  the  formation  of  the  Spartacist  ten- 
dency and  our  existence  today.  As  Trotsky  underlined, 
the  decisive  factor  in  the  survival  of  the  irrational  and 
outmoded  capitalist  system  is  the  crisis  of  revolutionary 
proletarian  leadership.  Our  links  to  the  revolutionary 
Communist  International,  carried  forward  in  the  early 
Trotskyist  movement  and  Cannon’s  SWP  through  the 
1940s  and  1950s,  are  thin.  But  they  are  real,  as  James 
P Cannon  and  the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism 
demonstrates.  This  allows  us  to  proclaim,  along  with 
Cannon: 

"The  important  thing  to  remember  is  that  our  modem 
Trotskyist  movement  originated  in  the  Communist 
Party — and  nowhere  else.  Despite  all  the  negative  aspects 
of  the  party  in  those  early  years. . .despite  its  weaknesses, 
its  crudities,  its  infantile  sicknesses,  its  mistakes;  what- 
ever may  be  said  in  retrospect  about  the  faction  struggles 
and  their  eventual  degeneration;  whatever  may  be  said 
about  the  degeneration  of  the  Communist  Party  in  this 
country — it  must  be  recognized  that  out  of  the  Commu- 
nist Parly  came  the  forces  for  the  regeneration  of  the 
revolutionary  movement. . . . Therefore,  we  should  say  that 
the  early  period  of  the  Communist  movement  in  this 
country  belongs  to  us.” 

— James  P.  Cannon,  The  History  of 
American  Trotskyism  ( 1944)  ■ 


Greece... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

the  colonels’  regime,  was  ready  to  do 

business. 

New  Democracy  invited  the  Synaspis- 
mos  into  a coalition  government  under 
the  banner  of  “national  reconciliation": 
the  civil  war  was  to  be  "forgotten,"  and 
"catharsis"  would  cleanse  the  corrup- 
tion which  had  discredited  the  former 
PASOK  administration  under  Andreas 
Papandreou.  The  reward  for  this  betrayal 
of  the  working  class?  The  ministries  of 
justice  and  the  interior  were  given  to  the 
KKE,  so  that  it  could  play  its  full  role 
in  internal  repression.  This  in  a country 
where  the  army  officer  corps  and  the 
police  are  riddled  with  fascists  and  the 
enforcers  of  the  dictatorship! 

This  “anti-PASOK”  coalition  was  fol- 
lowed in  short  order  by  a new.  “broad” 
coalition  including  PASOK.  Both  gov- 
ernments presided  over  rampant  infla- 
tion (the  highest  in  the  EC)  and  a 
constant  grinding  down  of  workers’  liv- 
ing standards,  paving  the  way  for  the 
current  Mitsotakis  austerity  government. 

The  experience  of  popular-front  be- 
trayal has  radically  eroded  the  KKE’s 
traditional  strength  in  the  working  class. 
Its  newspaper  sales  and  membership 
have  sharply  fallen.  Having  entered  into 
the  government  in  a flush  of  Gorbachev- 
ite  enthusiasm  for  reconciliation  with  the 
bourgeoisie,  the  KKE  was  torn  apart  by 
factional  struggle  between  “renovators," 
who  yearn  to  be  at  one  with  PASOK, 
and  "hardliners.” 

Today  the  KKE  leadership  poses  as  a 
Marxist-Leninist  defender  of  socialism 
and  of  the  gains  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union.  It  denounces  Yeltsin,  defends 
Erich  Honecker  and  supports  embattled 
Cuba.  But  the  popular-frontist  policies 
of  coalition  and  “national  reconciliation" 
with  the  bourgeoisie,  and  the  policies  of 
“socialism  in  one  country"  and  “peaceful 
coexistence"  which  led  to  the  downfall 
of  the  USSR,  are  two  sides  of  the  same 
Stalinist  coin.  If  the  revolution  is  not  to 
be  spread  to  the  West,  then  it  must  be 
blocked  and  strangled  by  tying  the  work- 
ing class  to  its  masters  in  every  capitalist 
country. 

The  KKE  has  lost  its  Soviet  patrons 
through  counterrevolution  in  the  USSR, 
but  it  has  not  lost  its  appetite  for 
class  treason  in  Greece.  When  the 
Greek  bourgeoisie  pays  the  KKE  an 
official  state  subsidy  of  180  million 
drachmas  (about  $900,000).  it  does 


so  because  it  gets  value  for  money. 

The  betrayals  of  the  KKE  have  given 
an  opening  to  the  left-talking  social- 
democratic  followers  of  Tony  Cliff,  the 
OSE  (Organization  for  Socialist  Revo- 
lution). While  posturing  as  militant 
defenders  of  the  working  class,  active  in 
strikes  and  student  struggles,  and  suffer- 
ing slate  repression  for  their  position  on 
Macedonia,  the  Cliffites  backed  the  sei- 
zure of  power  by  Yeltsin’s  counterrevo- 
lutionary forces  in  Russia  (declaiming 
“Communism  is  dead:  good  riddance  to 
Stalinism").  The  OSE  recommends  that 
the  Greek  bourgeoisie  should  spend  less 
money  on  guns  and  more  on  schools  and 
hospitals,  a classical  reformist  demand. 
And  it  is  now  espousing  a vote  to 
the  national-chauvinist  bourgeois  party 
PASOK,  because  of  the  weakening  of 
the  KKE. 

Chauvinist  Hysteria  over 
Macedonia 

The  attacks  on  workers  in  Greece 
have  been  matched  by  a furious  bour- 
geois campaign  of  national  chauvinism 
which  unites  ND  and  PASOK,  and  which 
the  KKE  tails.  During  the  imperialist 
war  on  Iraq,  KKE  union  leaders  (headed 
by  then-secretary  of  the  GSEE,  “hard- 
liner” Kostopoulos),  along  with  PASOK 
concluded  a two-year  deal  with  Mitso- 
takis guaranteeing  wage  cuts  across  the 
board.  Today  the  bourgeoisie  tries  to 
bind  the  working  class  to  it  by  whip- 
ping up  anti-Macedonian  and  anti- 
Turkish  sentiment  in  an  atmosphere  of 
war  preparations. 

Across  the  country  posters  declare 
“Macedonia  Is  Greek!"  In  June  the  gov- 
ernment won  EC  backing  for  its  demand 
that  the  former  Yugoslav  republic  cannot 
include  the  word  “Macedonia”  in  its 
name.  In  the  coded  language  of  Greek 
chauvinism  only  the  name  of  the  capital, 
Skopje,  is  permissible.  Simultaneously 
the  government  declares  that  there  are 
no  Macedonians  in  Greece,  only  "Slav- 
speaking Greeks,"  claiming  that  Mace- 
donia is  a geographical  and  not  a national 
entity. 

The  chauvinist  denial  of  the  very  ex- 
istence of  this  small  national  minority 
in  northern  Greece  echoes  the  Turkish 
state’s  term  “mountain-dwelling  Turks" 
to  refer  to  Kurds.  Similarly,  the  Greek 
bourgeoisie  denies  the  existence  of  Turks 
in  Greece:  as  a government  spokesman 
put  it.  “In  Greece  there  exist  no  Turks, 
only  Muslims."  The  Greek  Macedonians 
(who  number  currently  about  200.000) 
are  denied  language  rights  and  suffer 


systematic  discrimination.  Bourgeois 
hostility  toward  them  is  fueled  by  the 
disproportionate  role  that  Macedonians 
played  in  the  Communist-led  forces  in 
the  Greek  civil  war. 

But  behind  the  current  government 
campaign  lie  territorial  ambitions  which 
could  draw  Greece,  Turkey  and  Bulgaria 
into  another  Balkan  war.  If  the  Serbian 
regime  of  Milosevic  moves  to  take  over 
Yugoslav  Macedonia,  then  the  substan- 
tial, NATO-equipped  armies  of  both 
Greece  and  Turkey  will  likely  enter  into 
a battle  for  the  region.  The  London 
Guardian  (4  December)  reports  that  both 
Turkey  and  Greece  are  receiving  over 
1,000  tanks  and  armored  vehicles  from 
NATO,  artillery  pieces,  and  billions  of 
dollars  worth  of  new  military  jets.  The 
British  government,  with  Prime  Minister 
Major  currently  president  of  the  EC.  has 
stated  that  Serbian  incursion  into  Mace- 
donia will  be  met  by  armed  intervention, 
reflecting  the  EC  and  U.S.  imperialists’ 
determination  to  back  up  their  clients  in 
the  region. 

The  response  of  the  KKE  to  the  tidal 
wave  of  chauvinism  is  a sustained  capit- 
ulation to  Greek  nationalism.  While 
declaring,  "we  don’t  legitimize  any 
ambitions  of  homegrown  nationalists  to 
propagandize  the  logic  of  a ‘tooth  for 
a tooth’,"  they  state,  "we  don’t  let  any 
foreign  nationalist  lay  claim  to  even  a 
centimeter  of  Greek  soil,"  and  proclaim, 
“the  KKE  has  no  need  for  lessons  in 
patriotism"  (KKE  pamphlet  “Positions  on 
the  Balkans,”  February  1992).  Claiming 
to  be  indifferent  to  the  name  of  the 
Macedonian  republic,  they  consistently 
use  the  term  “Skopje,”  which  in  Greek 
politics  unambiguously  places  one  in  the 
chauvinist  camp. 

The  honorary  president  of  tlTe  KKE, 
Florakis,  underscored  their  stance  in  a 
1988  speech:  "For  us,  for  our  party,  a 
Macedonian  minority  does  not  exist.  On 
this  we  are  categorical ....  As  long  as  they 
are  Greek  citizens,  they  have  the  same 
rights  and  these  rights  we  defend  fanat- 
ically and  consistently."  Obviously  the 
KKE  could  not  care  less  about  the  rights 
either  of  the  Macedonians  or  the  esti- 
mated 350,000  immigrants  who  live  and 
work  in  Greece  illegally.  Revolutionar- 
ies in  Greece  would  see  the  fight  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  foreign-bom 
workers  as  an  essential  part  of  their 
program. 

The  KKE  is  nominally  opposed  to  the 
U.S.  or  NATO  intervening  in  the  Bal- 
kans. Instead  it  calls  for  intervention  by 
the  UN. ..under  whose  aegis  U.S.  and 


NATO  forces  are  already  at  work  in  the 
Adriatic  and  Yugoslavia. 

Build  a Leninist-Trotskyist 
Party  in  Greece! 

In  January.  May  and  September,  dif- 
ferent groups  of  leftists  were  tried  for 
distributing  propaganda  supporting  rec- 
ognition of  Yugoslav  Macedonia.  In  the 
first  two  cases  prison  sentences  were 
handed  down.  The  trial  of  the  Greek 
Cliffites  of  the  OSE  for  “treason”  has 
been  postponed  until  January  1993.  The 
international  workers  movement  must 
oppose  this  vicious  repression  and 
demand  the  freeing  of  all  those  jailed 
and  dropping  the  charges  against  the  five 
OSE  members! 

Against  the  revanchist  claims  of  the 
competing  Balkan  ruling  classes,  and 
in  opposition  to  imperialist  war  moves, 
the  International  Communist  League  de- 
clares: No  imperialist  intervention  in 
the  Balkans!  No  U.S.  bases  in  Greece! 
Not  one  penny,  not  one  man  for  the 
capitalist  army!  For  the  right  of  self- 
determination  for  Macedonia,  including 
Greek  Macedonians!  For  full  democratic 
rights  for  minorities  in  Greece!  For  a 
Balkan  Socialist  Federation,  including 
Greece! 

The  Greek  working  class  has  a long 
history  of  militant  struggle.  Yet  again 
and  again  the  struggles  have  been  dissi- 
pated or  crushed  because  of  the  politics 
of  the  popular  front:  class  collaboration 
to  save  capitalist  rule.  The  critical  need 
is  to  build  an  internationalist,  revolution- 
ary workers  party,  based  on  the  authen- 
tic communist  program  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky,  to  fight  for  workers  revolution 
throughout  the  region.  ■ 

/ S 

Spartacist  League 
Public  Offices 

—MARXIST  LITERATURE— 

Bay  Area 

Thurs.:  5:30-8:00  p m..  Sat.  1:00-5:00  p.m 

1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor  (near  17th  Street) 

Oakland.  California  Phone:  (510)  839-0851 

Chicago 

Tues  5 00-9:00 p m .Sat  : 11 :00a.m.-2:00p.m 

161  W.  Harrison  St.,  1 0th  Floor 

Chicago.  Illinois  Phone:  (312)  663-0715 

New  York  City 

Tues.  6 30-9:00  p.m.,  Sat  1 00-5:00  p.m. 

4 1 Warren  St  (one  block  below 

Chambers  St.  near  Church  St,) 

New  York.  NY  Phone  (212)  267- 1 025 

S 
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Subject  Index... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

Bush  in  Panama.  "Yankee  Assassin  Go 
Home!",  #554,  26  June  (1) 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)— See  Italy; 
U.S.:  International  Relations. 

Chicago— See  Abortion;  Police. 

Chilton,  Howard— See  Obituaries. 

Chomalou,  George— See  Obituaries. 

City  University  of  New  York  (CUNY) — See  New 

York  City. 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES— And  see  Homosexual 
Rights;  Immigration.  See  also  Quote  of  the 
Week. 

• General— And  see  Death  Penalty.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Message  from  Death  Row; 

U.S.:  General;  Workers  League. 

Creeping  Police  State,  #543,  24  Jan  (2,  3) 
Creeping  Police  State  II,  #547,  20  Mar  (3) 
White  House  Cries  L6se  Majesty,  #547, 

20  Mar.  (3) 

Racist  "Dress  Code"  in  D C Court  (PDC 
letter),  #555,  10  July  (2) 

Gotti,  RICO  and  You,  #557,  7 Aug  (6) 

“Hate  Speech"  Codes  and  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Racism  (YSp),  #559,  18  Sept.  (7) 

• Cases — And  see  Partisan  Defense 
Committee:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes; 
Steel  Workers;  Workers  League.  See  also 
Abortion;  Construction  Workers;  Germany. 
Drop  the  Charges  Against  Brownie  Mary!, 

#558,  4 Sept.  (3) 

CIVIL  RIGHTS — And  see  Civil  Liberties: 
General;  Police. 

• General— And  see  Death  Penalty;  New  York 
City;  Police.  See  also  Abu-Jamal:  Message 
from  Death  Row. 

The  Massacre  of  MOVE,  13  May  1985,  #551, 
15  May  (2) 

Oneonta.  Racist  Dragnet  Targets  Black 
Students  (YSp),  #559,  18  Sept.  (7) 

• Rodney  King  Case  and  Aftermath— And  see 
also  Canada. 

L A.  Killer  Cops  "Trial",  #547.  20  Mar  (16.  15) 

L A.  Upheaval  Shakes  America,  #551,  15  May 
(1,  11,  12,  13,  14) 

Black  Students  Under  Siege  in  Atlanta  (YSp), 
#551,  15  May  (6) 

Outrage  Over  Racist  Acquittal  of  Cops  in 
Rodney  King  Case  (Sup),  #551,  15  May 
(7,  8) 

There  Is  No  Justice  in  the  Capitalist  Courts! 

(PDC  statement)(Sup),  #551,  15  May  (7,  9) 
iNo  hay  justicia  en  los  tribunales  capitalistas! 

(Sup),  #551,  15  May  (10) 

Los  Angeles:  City  Under  Siege,  #552,  29  May 
(1.7) 

Mexico  City  Forum  Against  Racist  Terror  in 
LA,  #552,  29  May  (5) 

L A.  More  Killer  Cops  Walk,  #553,  12  June  (3) 
California:  Anti-Racist  Protesters  Face  Vicious 
Jail  Terms,  #557,  7 Aug.  (4) 

COMMITTEES  OF  CORRESPONDENCE 

Conference  of  the  Living  Dead,  #557, 

7 Aug.  (3)* 

Living  Dead  (C),  #562,  30  Oct.  (11) 

Communist  Parties  (Internationally)— See  Italy; 
Soviet  Union.  See  also  France. 

COMMUNIST  PARTY  USA  (CPUSA)-And 
see  Committees  of  Correspondence. 

CPUSA  Shatters,  #543,  24  Jan  (4,  5) 

CPUSA  Comes  Out  for  Social-Fascist  Bloc, 
#552,  29  May  (3,  8) 

Confederation  of  Independent  States  (CIS)— See 

Soviet  Union. 


CONSTRUCTION  WORKERS-And  see 
also  Immigration. 

50,000  NYC  Construction  Workers  March  for 
Jobs,  #542,  10  Jan.  (11) 

Stop  Migra  Strikebreaking  in  Southern 
California!,  #555,  10  July  (9) 

Victory  to  the  California  Drywallers  Strike!, 
#556,  24  July  (10) 

L A Deportation  Trials  of  Latino  Strikers,  #559, 
18  Sept  (16,  15) 

Drywallers  Strike  Settled,  Fight  for  Solid  Union 
Goes  On,  #565,  1 1 Dec.  (3,  6) 


CUBA 

Defend  Cuba  Against  Gusano  Terrorists!, 
#543,  24  Jan.  (10) 

Curtis,  Mark— See  Workers  League. 
Czechoslovakia— See  East  Europe. 


DEATH  PENALTY — And  see  Partisan 
Defense  Committee:  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes.  See  also  Civil  Liberties: 
General;  Cuba. 

State  Murder  Machine  in  High  Gear,  #549, 

17  Apr.  (12.  11) 

Congress  Decrees  Executions  for  Black  DC, 
#561,  16  Oct.  (16,  15) 


Defense  Cases— See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 


Detroit — See  Workers  League. 


Drywallers  Strike — See  Construction  Workers. 


Duke,  David — See  Fascism.  See  also  Socialist 
Workers  Party. 

EAST  EUROPE  —And  see  specific  countries. 
See  also  Germany;  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Nationalism  and  Counterrevolution  (S) 

Part  1 , Restoring  Capitalism  Without 
Capital?,  #547,  20  Mar.  (1,  10,  11.  12,  13) 
Part  2,  Bankruptcy  of  Stalinism  Leads  to 
New  Balkan  Wars,  #548,  3 Apr. 

(4,  5,  12,  13) 

Economics — See  U.S.:  General;  West  Europe. 


EDUCATION— And  see  New  York  City; 
Woman  Question.  See  also  Black  Question; 
Teachers. 

Education  U.S.A  — Separate  and  Unequal 
(YSp),  #544,  7 Feb.  (1,  4,  5,  6,  7) 

Furor  Over  Multiculturalism— Education  in 
Oakland:  No  Money,  No  Books  (YSp),  #544, 
7 Feb.  (5,  7,  8) 

Racist  Backlash  at  UC  Berkeley  (YSp),  #562, 
30  Oct.  (3) 

Edwards,  Bill— See  Obituaries. 


Egypt — See  Near  East. 

Elections— See  U.S.:  Elections.  See  also 
France;  New  York  City. 

El  Salvador— See  Central  America. 


"Family  Values"— See  Woman  Question. 
Famine — See  Africa. 


Farm  Workers— See  Agricultural  and  Food 
Workers. 


FASCISM  — And  see  Germany.  See  also  Civil 
Liberties:  General;  France;  Italy;  Soviet 
Union;  Yugoslavia. 

The  Menace  of  David  Duke  (L),  #542,  10  Jan 
(3.  9) 

Stop  KKK  Hitler-Lover  Duke  at  Harvard!  (YSp), 
#546,  6 Mar  (6,  7) 

Remember  the  Greensboro  Martyrs,  3 
November  1979,  #563,  13  Nov  (2) 


FRANCE— And  see  also  United  Secretariat. 

Anti-Immigrant  Elections  in  France,  #549, 

17  Apr  (12,  10) 

LO  Fete  Bans  AIDS  Activists,  Trotskyists. 
#555,  10  July  (7) 

Fraser.  Dick— See  Freedom  Socialist  Party. 

FREEDOM  SOCIALIST  PARTY  (FSP) 

In  Defense  of  Dick  Fraser,  #556,  24  July  (8) 
Personalism  as  a "Political"  Program,  #559 

18  Sept  (4,  5) 

Letters  from  the  FSR  #559,  18  Sept  (4) 

“Time  to  Correct  the  Record"  (L).  #559, 

18  Sept.  (5) 

GARMENT  WORKERS 

El  Paso  Garment  Strikers  Win  Contract,  #545, 
21  Feb  (4) 

Gay  Rights — See  Homosexual  Rights. 

GERMANY — And  see  Yugoslavia.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Message  from  Death  Row; 
Archives  of  the  Marxist  Movement;  Near 
East;  U.S.:  International  Relations. 

Anti-Fascists  Win  in  Moabit  Trial,  #542. 

10  Jan.  (1,  9) 

Student  Killed  by  German  Fascists,  #542, 

10  Jan  (9) 

Witchhunt  in  Germany:  Revenge  of  the  Third 
Reich,  #546,  6 Mar.  (3,  7) 

New  German  Order:  Leftists,  Libraries 
Targeted,  #550,  1 May  (6,  7) 

Strikes  Rock  Kohl's  Germany,  #552,  29  May 
(12,  9,  10,  11) 

Class  Struggle  and  the  Fourth  Reich,  #553, 

12  June  (2) 

German  Spartakists  Tear  Down  Nazi  Flag, 
#555,  10  July  (4) 

Bitterness  Fuels  New  East  German  “Popular 
Front",  #556,  24  July  (4,  5) 

Der  Spiegel  and  Anti-Semitism,  #556, 

24  July  (4) 

Fourth  Reich  Jails  Ex-DDR  Chief:  Free  Erich 
Honecker!,  #557,  7 Aug.  (5,  6) 

Smash  Nazi  Pogroms  in  Germany!,  #558, 

4 Sept.  (1,8,  9) 

Thanks  for  Tearing  Down  That  Evil  Flag  (L), 
#559,  18  Sept.  (2) 

Mass  Outrage  Over  Fascist  Terror,  #563, 

13  Nov.  (3) 

Nazi  Murder  Attacks  in  Germany.  #564, 

27  Nov  (4) 

Trotskyists  Say  "Freedom  for  Erich 
Honecker!",  #564,  27  Nov.  (4) 

Free  Erich  Honecker!,  #565,  11  Dec  (5) 

Gotti,  John — See  Civil  Liberties:  General. 

Gould.  Stephen  Jay — See  Marxism. 


GREECE 

Greece  Rocked  by  Strike  Wave,  #565,  1 1 Dec 
(7.11) 


HAITI 

Bush  Sends  Haitians  Back  to  Hell.  #545 
21  Feb  (12,  11) 

Asylum  Now  for  Haitian  Refugees!.  #553 
12  June  (12.  10) 

Harvard  University — See  Fascism. 

Health  Care— See  U.S.:  General. 

Hispanics— See  Black  Question;  Civil  Rights: 
Rodney  King  Case  and  Aftermath; 
Construction  Workers;  Garment  Workers; 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers; 

Immigration;  Los  Angeles;  New  York  City. 

History  of  the  Marxist  Movement — See  Archives 
of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

Homeless— See  New  York  City. 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


HOMOSEXUAL  RIGHTS  —And  see  Woman 
Question.  See  also  AIDS;  Police. 

Defend  NAMBLAI.  #544.  7 Feb.  (2) 

St.  Patrick’s  Day  Bigotry,  #547.  20  Mar.  (2,  13) 
Defeat  Oregon  Gay-Bashing  Referendum!, 
#561,  16  Oct.  (16,  11) 

Hormel  Strike — See  Agricultural  and  Food 
Workers. 

HOSPITAL  EMPLOYEES 

Oakland  Hospital  Workers  Unite  Against 
Union-Busting,  #553,  12  June  (3) 
Compromised  "Victory"  in  Summit  Hospital 
Strike,  #556,  24  July  (6) 

HOTEL  AND  RESTAURANT  WORKERS 

Defeat  the  Rock!  Victory  to  Rainbow  Room 
Strikers!,  #552,  29  May  (5) 

L.A.  Workers  Fight  Hotel  Bosses,  La  Migra , 
#554,  26  June  (3) 

Hungary — See  East  Europe.  See  also  Quote  of 
the  Week. 

IMMIGRATION— And  see  Construction 
Workers;  Haiti;  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers.  See  also  France;  Germany. 

La  Migra's  Rent-a-Jails,  #545,  21  Feb.  (12,  10) 
INS  Raids  Xmas  Ornament  Factory,  Arrests 
Expectant  Mothers  (PDC  telegram),  #559, 

18  Sept.  (3) 

From  Nebraska  to  California:  Stop  Migra 
Union-Busting!,  #561,  16  Oct.  (3) 

Imperialism — See  U.S.:  International  Relations. 
See  also  Africa;  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  (IWW)— See 

Labor:  History;  Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also 
Archives  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  (IBT) 

— See  Teamsters. 

International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist)  (ICL) — See  France;  Germany; 
Phillips,  Martha;  Soviet  Union.  See  also 
Civil  Rights:  Rodney  King  Case  and 
Aftermath;  United  Secretariat. 

International  Ladies'  Garment  Workers’  Union 
(ILGWU) — See  Garment  Workers. 

International  Longshoremen's  and 
Warehousemen's  Union  (ILWU)— See 

Longshoremen. 

INTERNATIONAL  SOCIALIST 
ORGANIZATION  (ISO)  — And  see  Canada. 

ISO  "Public  Meetings" — For  Suckers  Only 
(YSp),  #543,  24  Jan.  (7,  13) 

International  Trotskyist  Opposition  (ITO) — See 

United  Secretariat. 

Iran— See  U.S.:  International  Relations. 

Iraq— See  U.S.:  International  Relations. 


IRELAND— And  see  also  Partisan  Defense 
Committee:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes. 

Abortion  Battle  Shakes  Ireland,  #546,  6 Mar 
(16,  15) 

Israel — See  Near  East. 

ITALY 

Italian  Capitalists  Demand  "Strong  State”, 
#554,  26  June  (5,  9) 

1948  The  Turning  Point — The  CIA  in  Cold  War 
Italy,  #554,  26  June  (6,  7,  8,  9) 

Red  Hot  Autumn  in  Italy,  #560,  2 Oct.  (1 ,9,  10) 
Pitched  Battle  in  Rome,  #561 , 1 6 Oct.  (11) 
Rome’s  Jewish  Community  Routs  Fascists 
Thousands  March  Against  Racist  Terror, 
#563,  13  Nov  (5) 


JAPAN— And  see  also  United  States. 

Rail  Strike  Ties  Up  Tokyo,  #549,  17  Apr  (9) 

Johnson,  Earvin  "Magic" — See  AIDS. 

KAL  007— See  U.S.:  International  Relations. 

Kennedy,  John  F— See  U.S.:  General. 

King,  Rodney— See  Civil  Rights:  Rodney  King 
Case  and  Aftermath. 

Ku  Klux  Klan  (KKK) — See  Fascism. 


LABOR 

• General— See  Los  Angeles;  U.S.:  General; 
specific  occupations. 

• History— And  see  Los  Angeles.  See  also 
Archives  of  the  Marxist  Movement;  Quote 
of  the  Week. 

Honor  Vincent  St.  John,  IWW  Labor  Rebel, 
#556,  24  July  (2) 

League  for  a Revolutionary  Communist 
International  (LRCI)— See  Britain. 

Lenin,  VI  —See  Soviet  Union.  See  also  Quote 
of  the  Week. 

LONGSHOREMEN— And  see  also  Oakland. 
Strike  Now  to  Save  L.A.  Longshore  Jobs!, 
#544,  7 Feb.  (3) 

One-Day  "Sick-Out"  Idles  West  Coast  Ports, 
#545,  21  Feb.  (4) 


LOS  ANGELES— And  see  Civil  Rights: 
Rodney  King  Case  and  Aftermath.  See  also 
Abortion;  Construction  Workers;  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Workers;  Longshoremen; 
Police. 

L.A.  Flashpoint  U.S.A.  (S) 

Part  1.  #555,  10  July  (12,  10,  11) 

Part  2,  #556,  24  July  (12,9,10,11) 

Malcolm  X— See  Black  Question. 

Maritime  Transport— See  Longshoremen; 
Oakland. 


MARXISM— And  see  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Stephen  Jay  Gould  and  the  Mismeasure  of 
Marx,  #563,  13  Nov  (6,  7,  11) 

Gould’s  Mismeasure  of  Marx  (L).  #565, 

1 1 Dec  (3) 

Meatpackers — See  Agricultural  and  Food 
Workers. 


MEXICO— And  see  also  Auto  Workers;  Civil 
Rights:  Rodney  King  Case  and  Aftermath; 
Garment  Workers;  Partisan  Defense 
Committee:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes. 

"Free  Trade"  and  Union-Busting,  #559, 

18  Sept.  (12,  13) 


MINERS— And  see  Britain;  Canada. 

UMW  Tops  Paid  Pittston  with  Millions  in 
Miners'  Money,  #559,  18  Sept  (11) 

Moldova — See  East  Europe. 

MOVE — See  Abu-Jamal:  Message  from  Death 
Row;  Civil  Rights:  General. 

National  Lawyers  Guild  (NLG)— See  Partisan 
Defense  Committee:  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes. 

National  Question— See  East  Europe;  Quote  of 
the  Week;  Soviet  Union;  Yugoslavia. 


NEAR  EAST 

Egyptian  Court  Bans  Novel,  Convicts  Author 
Alla  Hamed  (PDC  letter),  #544,  7 Feb  (11) 
Zionist  Shoot-to-Kill  Order,  #545,  21  Feb 
0.10) 


20  Year  Cover-Up!  Munich  Olympics  Cops 
Killed  8 Israeli  Athletes,  #559,  18  Sept.  (3) 

Newspaper  and  Mail  Deliverers  Union — See 

Press  Workers. 


NEW  YORK  CITY— And  see  Transit  Workers. 

See  also  Abortion;  Homosexual  Rights; 

U.S.:  Elections. 

Homeless  Deaths  Triple  in  NYC,  #545, 

21  Feb.  (11) 

East  River  Subway  Tunnel  Deathtrap,  #548, 

3 Apr  (15) 

CUNY  Tuition  Hike  Is  a Racist  Purge  (YSp), 
#549,  17  Apr  (7) 

Outrage  Over  NYPD  Murders,  #555,  10  July  (3) 

Electoral  Apartheid  in  NYC.  #556,  24  July  (7) 

Police  Occupation  of  Washington  Heights, 
#559,  18  Sept.  (13) 

10,000  Racist  Cops  Storm  City  Hall:  NYPD 
Lynch  Mob  Frenzy,  #560,  2 Oct.  (12,  1 1) 

In  Response  to  Crown  Heights  Verdict: 

Zionists  Seek  Race  War  in  NYC,  #564, 

27  Nov.  (2) 

New  York  Times— See  Press  Workers. 

Noriega,  Manuel— See  U.S.:  International 

Relations.  See  also  Central  America. 


OAKLAND— And  see  Education.  See  also 
Hospital  Employees. 

Dredge  the  Oakland  Harbor!,  #554,  26  June 
(2.  4) 


OBITUARIES— And  see  Phillips,  Martha. 

Veteran  Trotskyist  Remembered  George 
Chomalou  1929-1991,  #543,  24  Jan.  (3) 

Fritz  Brosius  Artist  and  Friend  1904-1992, 
#553,  12  June  (6,  7) 

Howard  Chilton  Remembered,  #557,  7 Aug.  (4) 
Remembering  Bill  Edwards,  #560,  2 Oct.  (3) 

OIL  WORKERS 

Caribbean  Oil  Workers  Battle  Racist  Bosses. 
#558,  4 Sept  (11) 

Palestinians — See  Near  East.  See  also  Partisan 
Defense  Committee:  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes. 

Panama— See  Central  America.  See  also  U.S.: 

International  Relations. 


PARTISAN  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE 

• General — See  Civil  Liberties:  General;  Civil 
Rights:  Rodney  King  Case  and  Aftermath; 
Immigration;  Near  East;  Phillips,  Martha; 
Transit  Workers. 

• Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes 
Political  Asylum  for  Joe  Doherty1,  #543, 

24  Jan.  (2.  15) 

Mobilize  Against  Anti-Labor  Repression  in 
Mexico,  South  Korea,  #545,  21  Feb.  (2.  9) 
Joe  Doherty  Deported  to  H-Block,  #547, 

20  Mar  (2,  13) 

High  Court  Murder,  #550,  1 May  (2) 

The  Execution  of  Roger  Coleman,  #552, 

29  May  (2) 

Free  Robert  Buck,  Labor  Prisoner!,  #555, 

10  July  (2,  3) 

Free  Antiwar  GIs! , #557,  7 Aug.  (2) 

Mobilize  Now  to  Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!, 
#558,  4 Sept.  (2,  8) 

National  Lawyers  Guild  Anti-Communist  Ban 
on  RCP  #560,  2 Oct.  (2) 

Holiday  Appeal  for  Class-War  Prisoners,  #563, 
13  Nov  (2.  8) 

Stop  the  Deportations  of  the  L.A.  Eight!,  #565, 

1 1 Dec  (2) 

Permanent  Revolution — See  Algeria;  South 
Africa;  Soviet  Union. 

Persian  Gulf  War — See  U.S.:  International 
Relations.  See  also  Partisan  Defense 
Committee:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes. 
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Philadelphia — See  Public  Employees. 

PHILLIPS,  MARTHA— And  see  also  Quote  of 
the  Week;  Workers  League. 

Martha  Phillips.  10  March  1948-9  February 
1992,  #545,  21  Feb.  (3) 

In  Honor  of  Our  Slain  Comrade  Martha 
Phillips  (S) 

Part  1 , #546,  6 Mar  (8,  9,  10,  1 1 , 12,  13) 

Part  2,  #547,  20  Mar  (6,  7,  8,  9) 

Part  3,  #548,  3 Apr.  (6,  7,  9) 

"The  Sole  Serious  Defense  Against  the  Hired 
Murderers  of  Stalin  Is  Complete  Publicity" 

(L),  #546,  6 Mar.  (2.  3) 

An  Intervention  in  Moscow,  #546,  6 Mar.  (11) 
From  the  Pages  of  Women  and  Revolution, 
#546,  6 Mar.  (11) 

Moscow  Memorial  Meeting,  #547,  20  Mar.  (8) 
Martha  Phillips  Remembered  (letters),  #548, 

3 Apr.  (2) 

“Where  Does  the  Money  Come  From?’’,  #548, 
3 Apr.  (8) 

We  Demand  a Serious  Investigation:  Protests 
in  12  Cities  Worldwide,  #550,  1 May  (1,  11) 
Statement  by  Esteban  Volkov,  Grandson  of 
Leon  Trotsky.  #550,  1 May  (11) 

International  Campaign  Puts  Heat  on  Moscow 
Authorities,  #551,  15  May  (4,  5,  14) 
Worldwide  Protests  Demand  Serious 
Investigation  (Sup),  #551,  15  May  (9) 

Paul  O’Dwyer  "This  Heinous  Murder  Must  Be 
Solved"  (Sup),  #551,  15  May  (9) 

Pittsburgh— See  Press  Workers. 


POLAND— And  see  East  Europe. 

SolidarnoSb  Godfathers:  Reagan  and  the 
Pope,  #546,  6 Mar.  (4,  5)* 

$olidarno£b  Godfathers  (C),  #548,  3 Apr  (13) 
Polish  Workers  Defy  Solidarno^b  "Free  Market" 
Regime,  #559,  18  Sept.  (10,  15) 

POLICE— And  see  Civil  Rights:  Rodney  King 
Case  and  Aftermath;  Los  Angeles;  New 
York  City. 

Teaneck  Killer  Cop  Walks,  #545,  21  Feb.  (9) 
Torture  Town  Chicago,  #547,  20  Mar.  (15) 

S.F.  Cop  Bonapartism  and  the  Gay  Paper 
Caper,  #552,  29  May  (8) 

Cops  Rampage  After  Bulls’  Victory,  #554, 

26  June  (3) 

Efrafn  L6pez:  Latest  Victim  of  the  LAPD,  #564, 

27  Nov.  (3) 


Postal  Workers — See  Public  Employees. 

PRESS  WORKERS  —And  see  also  Bolshevik 
Tendency. 

All  Out  to  Stop  NY  Times  Union-Busting!, 

#551,  15  May  (3) 

Defend  the  New  York  Times  Drivers!,  #552, 

29  May  (5) 

Pittsburgh  Drivers  Strike:  All  Out  to  Stop  the 
Scab  Press!,  #556,  24  July  (6) 

Pittsburgh  Workers  Play  Hardball,  #557, 

7 Aug.  (l£,  11) 

Protectionism— See  Auto  Workers;  Quote  of 
the  Week;  U.S.:  General. 

PUBLIC  EMPLOYEES 

The  Post  Office  Drives  You  Crazy  (L),  #542, 

10  Jan.  (3) 

City  Workers  Give  D C.  Mayor  Kelly 
“UnBirthday  Party”,  #545,  21  Feb.  (4) 

Philly  City  Workers  Picket  Union-Busting 
Democrat,  #556,  24  July  (6) 

Union  Tops  Sabotage  Philly  City  Workers 
Strike,  #561,  16  Oct.  (3) 

Public  Health — See  U.S.:  General.  See  also 
New  York  City. 

Quayle,  Dan — See  Woman  Question.  See  also 
U.S.:  Elections. 


QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

Chaos  or  Communism  (N  Bukharin  and 
E Preobrazhensky).  #542,  10  Jan.  (2) 
Trotsky's  Red  Army,  #543,  24  Jan.  (2) 

History  and  Class  Society  (Karl  Marx  and 
Frederick  Engels),  #544,  7 Feb,  (2) 

Against  Nationalist  Protectionism  (Leon 
Trotsky),  #545,  21  Feb.  (2) 

International  Women's  Day  (Martha  Phillips), 
#546,  6 Mar.  (2) 

The  Hungarian  Soviet  Republic  of  1919 
(Constitution  of  the  Hungarian  Socialist 
Federated  Soviet  Republic),  #547, 

20  Mar.  (2) 

The  Infamy  of  America's  Concentration  Camps 
(- Militant , 1942),  #548,  3 Apr.  (2) 

For  Revolutionary  Class  Struggle  (Constitution 
of  the  IWW),  #549,  17  Apr.  (2) 

Remember  Class-War  Prisoners  on  May  Day 
(James  P Cannon),  #550,  1 May  (2) 

Black  Freedom  and  Revolutionary  Leadership 
(Spartacist,  1965),  #551,  15  May  (2) 
Minneapolis  General  Strike,  May  1934  (James 
P Cannon),  #552,  29  May  (2) 

Fratricidal  Nationalism  and  Imperialism  in  the 
Balkans  (Comintern  document,  1920), 

#553,  12  June  (2) 

The  Church  and  Social  Reaction  (Rosa 
Luxemburg),  #554,  26  June  (2) 

“An  Injury  to  One  Is  an  Injury  to  AH”  (James  P 
Cannon),  #555,  10  July  (2) 

The  Democratic-Republican  Shell  Game 
(James  P Cannon),  #556,  24  July  (2) 

"Socialism  in  One  Country"— Recipe  for 
Disaster  (Leon  Trotsky),  #557,  7 Aug.  (2) 

How  to  Save  the  Unions  (James  P Cannon), 
#558,  4 Sept.  (2) 

For  United  Class  Struggle  in  the  U S.  and  Latin 
America  (Fourth  International  resolution, 
1938),  #559,  18  Sept.  (2) 

For  a Socialist  United  States  of  Europe!  (Leon 
Trotsky).  #560,  2 Oct.  (2) 

Lenin  Against  Great  Russian  Chauvinism, 
#561,  16  Oct.  (2) 

Fourth  International:  What's  in  a Name  (Leon 
Trotsky),  #562,  30  Oct.  (2) 

Imperialism  and  Trade  War  (Leon  Trotsky), 
#563,  13  Nov.  (2) 

The  Workers  State  and  Proletarian 
Consciousness  (Leon  Trotsky),  #564, 

27  Nov.  (2) 

James  P Cannon  and  the  Russian  Revolution, 
#565,  11  Dec.  (2) 


RAIL  WORKERS— And  see  also  Japan. 

Strike  Conrail,  Amtrak!  No  to  Congressional 
Strikebreaking!,  #554,  26  June  (3) 

Rap— See  Black  Question. 

Referendums— See  Homosexual  Rights;  U.S.: 
General. 

Religion — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Restaurant  Workers— See  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Workers. 

Revolutionary  Communist  Party  (RCP)— See 

Partisan  Defense  Committee: 
Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes. 

Romania — See  East  Europe. 

RU  486 — See  Abortion. 

Russia— See  Soviet  Union. 

Russian  Question— See  Marxism;  Soviet  Union. 
See  also  Quote  of  the  Week;  Yugoslavia. 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area— See  Civil  Rights: 
Rodney  King  Case  and  Aftermath; 

Oakland;  Police. 

School  Bus  Drivers — See  Transit  Workers. 


Schools— See  Black  Question;  Education; 

Public  Employees;  Teachers. 

Science — See  Marxism. 

Service  Employees  International  Union  (SEIU) 

— See  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers. 

SHIPYARD  WORKERS 

Victory  to  the  NASSCO  Shipyard  Strike!.  #561 , 
16  Oct.  (3) 

SOCIALIST  WORKERS  PARTY  (SWP) 

—And  see  also  Archives  of  the  Marxist 

Movement;  Workers  League. 

SWP  at  KKK  Duke  Rally  (YSp),  #549,  17  Apr 
(6,  7) 

Somalia — See  Africa;  U.S.:  International 

Relations. 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

Down  with  Neo-Apartheid!,  #543,  24  Jan. 

(16,  14,  15) 

For  Workers  Revolution  to  Smash 
Neo-Apartheid!,  #548,  3 Apr.  (1,  10,  11) 

WOSA.  Constituent  Assembly  Fetishism, 

#548,  3 Apr.  (11,  12) 

Rage  Over  Apartheid  Massacre,  #554, 

26  June  (1,  10) 

Struggle  Sweeps  South  Africa,  #557,  7 Aug 

(1,  10) 

De  Klerk's  Bantustan  Massacre,  #559, 

18  Sept.  (1,6) 


SOUTH  KOREA — And  see  also  Partisan 
Defense  Committee:  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes. 

Sharp  Class  Battle  at  Hyundai,  #544,  7 Feb 

(12.  8) 


SOVIET  UNION— And  see  Phillips,  Martha. 

See  also  Afghanistan;  Archives  of  the 

Marxist  Movement;  Britain;  Communist 

Party  USA;  Marxism;  Quote  of  the  Week; 

U.S.:  International  Relations. 

Breakup  of  Soviet  Union  Spells  Disaster,  #542. 
10  Jan.  (1,  8,  9) 

Soviet  Workers  Protest  "Free  Market"  Shock 
Treatment,  #543,  24  Jan.  (1, 8,  9,  10) 

Trotskyists  Picket  at  UN,  Wall  Street:  "Yeltsin 
Is  a Tool  of  Wall  Street  Rule!",  #544,  7 Feb. 
(1.8) 

Ukrainian  Red  Army  Vet  Speaks  at  ICL 
Educational,  #545,  21  Feb  (6,  7) 

Soviet  Union  in  the  Balance,  #546,  6 Mar 
(1.  14) 

Form  Workers  and  Soldiers  Soviets  to  Stop 
Capitalist  Restoration!  (ICL  leaflet),  #546, 

6 Mar.  (14) 

Big  Anti-Yeltsin  March  in  Moscow.  #548,  3 Apr 
(3,15) 

Brouhaha  Over  "Kremlin  Gold",  #552,  29  May 
(3,4) 

Soviet  Workers  Bleed,  #557,  7 Aug.  (1 , 8,  9) 

African  Student  Murdered  by  Yeltsin's  Cops 
(YSp),  #558,  4 Sept.  (6,  9) 

Yeltsin  Breaks  Russian  Air  Controllers  Strike 
#560,  2 Oct.  (4,  11) 

Stalinist  Has-Beens:  Left  Wing  of  Nationalist 
Counterrevolution  (ICL  leaflet),  #561 
16  Oct.  (8,  9,  10) 

Pamyat  Fascists  Invade  Moscow  Newspaper 
#562,  30  Oct.  (1,  10) 

How  the  Soviet  Workers  State  Was  Strangled, 
#564,  27  Nov  (1 ,6,7,8,9,10,11) 

Soviet  ICL  Supporter  on  Demise  of  USSR 
#564,  27  Nov.  (7) 

ICL  Spokesman  on  Russian  TV,  #564  27  Nov 

(11.  12) 

Spartacist  League/U.S  — See  Phillips,  Martha; 

Workers  Vanguard.  See  also  Freedom 

Socialist  Party;  Soviet  Union;  Woman 

Question. 
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Stalinism — See  Committees  of 
Correspondence;  Communist  Party  USA; 
Cuba;  East  Europe;  Germany;  Italy;  Soviet 
Union;  Yugoslavia. 

STEEL  WORKERS— And  see  Partisan 
Defense  Committee:  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes. 

Ravenswood  Union-Busting  Boss  Sacked. 

#551.  15  May  (16.  14) 

Free  Bob  Buck!,  #551,  15  May  (14) 
Ravenswood  Strikers  Beat  Back 
Union-Busters.  #555,  10  July  (3) 

St.  John,  Vincent— See  Labor:  History. 

Students— See  Australia;  Black  Question; 

Civil  Rights.  See  also  Civil  Liberties: 
General;  New  York  City;  Teachers. 

Supreme  Court — See  Abortion;  Civil  Liberties: 
General;  Partisan  Defense  Committee: 
Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes;  U.S.: 
International  Relations. 

Taxes— See  U.S.:  General. 

TEACHERS 

Rhode  Island  Teachers  Jailed  in  Fight  Against 
School  Cutbacks,  #559,  18  Sept  (11) 

UC  Berkeley.  Santa  Cruz  Victory  to  the  Cal  TA 
Strike!.  #564,  27  Nov.  (3) 

TEAMSTERS — And  see  Press  Workers. 

Justice  Department  Takes  Teamsters  Election, 
#542,  10  Jan.  (11) 

Safeway,  Blue  Diamond — Teamsters  Must 
Fight  Union-Busting  Drive!,  #549,  17  Apr.  (3) 

TRANSIT  WORKERS  — And  see  also  New 
York  City. 

Drop  the  Charges  Against  NYC  Transit  Worker 
Ray  (PDC  letter),  #542,  10  Jan.  (11) 

NYC  Transit  Workers  Rip  Up  the  Contract 
Rip-Off!  (Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU 
leaflet),  #545.  21  Feb.  (5) 

NY  Transit  Workers  March  on  Union  HQ,  #547. 
20  Mar.  (14) 

New  York  Transit  You  Voted  It  Down,  Now  Shut 
It  Down!,  #548,  3 Apr  (16,  15) 

NYC  Transit  Workers  Rip  Up  the  Taylor  Law! 
(Committee  for  a Fighting  TWU  leaflet), 

#549,  1 7 Apr  (3) 

For  a Solid  NYC  Transit  Strike!,  #550,  1 May  (5) 
TA,  TWU  Tops  Impose  Contract  Vote  Rip-Off, 
#551,  15  May  (3) 

Atlanta  School  Bus  Drivers  Strike,  #559, 

18  Sept  (11) 

NYC  Transit  Militants  Demand  "Stop  the 
Scapegoating  of  Robert  Ray!",  #560, 

2 Oct  (5) 

Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU) — See  Transit 
Workers. 

Trotsky,  Leon— See  Soviet  Union.  See  also 
Archives  of  the  Marxist  Movement; 

Phillips,  Martha;  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Ukraine— See  Soviet  Union. 

United  Automobile  Workers  (UAW)— See  Auto 
Workers. 

United  Food  and  Commercial  Workers  (UFCW) 

— See  Agricultural  and  Food  Workers. 


UNITED  SECRETARIAT  (USec)— And  see 
also  Quote  of  the  Week. 

LTF  and  JCR  Debate  in  Paris  The  New 
Anti-Spartacists,  #562,  30  Oct.  (5,  6,  7,  8,  9) 
Algerian  Trotskyist  Denounces  USec 
Opportunism  "We  Won't  Retreat  from 
Demanding  the  Right  to  Abortion",  #562, 

30  Oct.  (8) 

Combined  and  Uneven  Developments  in  the 
USec,  #562,  30  Oct.  (4,  9)* 

Combined  and  Uneven  (C).  #563,  13  Nov  (5) 

11  DECEMBER  1992 


UNITED  STATES 

• General— And  see  Abortion;  Black 
Question;  Civil  Liberties:  General;  Civil 
Rights:  Rodney  King  Case  and  Aftermath; 
Education;  Immigration;  Woman  Question. 
JFK  Was  a Vietnam  War  Criminal  (YSp)(R), 

#543,  24  Jan.  (6,  7,  13) 

Japan-Bashing  and  Racist  Attacks,  #548, 

3 Apr  (1.  14) 

The  Bankruptcy  of  American  Capitalism,  #550, 

I May  (1,8,  9) 

On  Proposition  13,  #554,  26  June  (2) 

Hurricane  Andrew  Relief— A Capitalist 
Disaster,  #559,  18  Sept  (16.  14) 

California,  the  Cutback  State  No  to  Prop  165!, 
#561,  16  Oct.  (2) 

TB  Epidemic:  Crime  of  Capitalism.  #562, 

30  Oct  (12.  11) 

• Elections— And  see  also  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Bush,  Democrats  Push  Japan-Bashing 
Depression  Elections,  #545,  21  Feb  (1, 8) 
"Tax  the  Rich"  Fakers  Back  "Flat  Tax”  Jerry 
Brown.  #549,  17  Apr  (2) 

The  Sinister  Ross  Perot,  #553,  1 2 June  (1 , 11) 
Yuppie  Democrats  Hit  NYC,  #556,  24  July 
(1.7.  8) 

For  a Fighting  Workers  Party!  Labor's  Gotta 
Play  Hardball!,  #558,  4 Sept  (12.  10,  11) 
Elections  '92  The  Politics  of  Misery,  #561 , 

16  Oct.  (1,  14,  15) 

Wall  Street  Replaces  Bush  with  Clinton,  #563, 
13  Nov.  (1,4,  5) 

• International  Relations— And  see  Central 
America;  Haiti;  Poland.  See  also  Cuba. 

Bush  Re-Election  Ploy.  #543,  24  Jan.  (1,  13) 
NED  Dollars  and  CIA  "Free  Trade  Unions", 

#546,  6 Mar  (5) 

Pentagon  Dreams  of  New  "American  Century", 
#547,  20  Mar  (1,  13) 

KAL  007  Was  on  Deadly  Spy  Mission,  #547, 

20  Mar  (4,  5) 

The  Noriega  "Trial",  #549,  17  Apr  (1,  11) 
Supreme  Court  License  to  Kidnap,  #554, 

26  June  (12.  11) 

Washington  Lies  on  Vincennes  Massacre, 
#555,  10  July  (5) 

U S Targets  Iraq,  Again,  #558,  4 Sept  (1, 4,  5) 
U S.  Global  Cops  Out  of  Somalia!,  #565, 

II  Dec.  (1, 4) 

United  Steelworkers  of  America  (USWA) — See 

Steelworkers. 

University  of  California  at  Berkeley— See 

Education;  Teachers. 

University  of  California  at  Santa  Cruz— See 

Teachers. 

Vatican— See  Poland. 

VIETNAM 

Report  from  Vietnam,  #553,  12  June  (4,  5) 

Volkov,  Esteban— See  Phillips,  Martha. 

Washington,  D C —See  Death  Penalty;  Public 
Employees.  See  also  Abortion. 

WEST  EUROPE  —And  see  specific  countries 
See  also  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Fourth  Reich  Bankers  Detonate.  . . Euro-Chaos, 
#560,  2 Oct.  (1,6,  7,  8) 

WOMAN  QUESTION  —And  see  Abortion. 

See  also  Algeria;  Canada;  Ireland;  Phillips, 
Martha;  Quote  of  the  Week;  United 
Secretariat. 

Dan  Quayle  and  "Family  Values".  #552, 

29  May  (1.  6,  7) 

AIDS  and  Education  "Family  Values"  Are 
Killing  Youth  (YSp).  #554,  26  June  (4)* 

AIDS  and  Education  (C),  #555,  10  July  (3) 

SL  Zaps  WAC  Attack  (YSp).  #557,  7 Aug  (7) 
Down  with  WAC's  Anti-Communist  Ban  (SL 
leaflet).  #557,  7 August  (7) 


Woody  Allen  Crucified  on  "Family  Values", 
#558,  4 Sept  (3) 

Village  Voice  Backs  WAC  Censorship  (YSp), 
#558,  4 Sept  (7) 

Alan  Dershowitz  and  the  Witchhunt  of  Woody 
Allen  (L),  #559,  18  Sept  (2)* 

Witchhunt  of  Woody  Allen  (C),  #562, 

30  Oct  (11) 

Women's  Action  Coalition  (WAC)— See  Woman 

Question.  See  also  Abortion. 

WORKERS  LEAGUE 

Workers  League  Vile  Provocation,  #549, 

17  Apr  (4,  5.  8) 

Workers  League  Brokers  Frame-Up  Operation, 
#561,  16  Oct  (4,  5.  13,  14) 

Detroit  WL  Blocks  with  White  Segregationists. 
#561,  16  Oct  (12) 

Would-Be  Prosecutors  Can't  Get  Their  Stories 
Straight,  #561,  16  Oct  (13) 

Freddy  and  the  Mob,  #562,  30  Oct.  (2) 

Workers  League's  "Vorkuta"  Fund,  #563, 

13  Nov.  (8) 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 

Workers  Vanguard  Subscription  Drive 
1992  Quotas.  #558,  4 Sept.  (9) 

Week  Two  of  Five  Totals,  #559,  18  Sept.  (14) 
Week  Four  of  Five  Totals,  #560,  2 Oct  (9) 
Final  Totals,  #561.  16  Oct  (10) 

Statement  of  Ownership,  Management  and 
Circulation,  #561,  16  Oct  (7) 

World  Politics— See  U.S.:  International 

Relations. 

World  War  II— See  Quote  of  the  Week;  Soviet 

Union. 


YUGOSLAVIA — And  see  East  Europe;  U.S.: 

International  Relations. 

Yugoslavia  and  Kohl's  Euro-Reich,  #543, 

24  Jan.  (11.  12) 

Yugoslavia  Ripped  Apart  in  Nationalist 
Bloodbath.  #553,  12  June  (1,8,  9,  10) 

Croatian  Fascism,  Then  and  Now,  #553, 

12  June  (9) 

Counterrevolution  and  Nationalism  in 
Yugoslavia  (L),  #556,  24  July  (3,  5) 

Balkanization  and  Imperialism  (L),  #559, 

18  Sept  (2.  3) 

Yugoslavia  Bloodbath  Made  in  the  Fourth 
Reich,  #559,  18  Sept  (8,  9) 

Zionism — See  Near  East,  New  York  City. 


WORKERS  VAHGOARO 

Bound  Volumes 

$25  Completely  Indexed 

Volumes  1-23:  1970  through  1992 
Volumes  include  one  year  of  WV  except: 
Volume  1 includes  1970-73 
Volumes  4-9  include  six  months  each,  1976-78 

Also  available: 

Spartacist  (English  edition) 

Vol.  1:  Issues  1 to  20,  Feb  1964-July  1971 
Vol.  2:  Issues  21  to  30,  Autumn  1972-Autumn  1980 
Vol.  3:  Issues  31/32  to  40. 

Summer  1981 -Summer  1987 


Discounts  available 
For  larger  orders  of  any  combination 
of  WV  and  Spartacist  bound  volumes: 
3-10  volumes:  $20  each 
11  or  more  volumes:  $18  each 


All  volumes  also  available  on  microfilm. 

All  prices  include  postage 

Order  from/make  checks  payable  to: 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116,  USA 
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1992  SUBJECT  INDEX  10  January  to  11  December  1992  (Issues  Nos.  542-565) 


GUIDE  TO  THE  SUBJECT  INDEX 

• This  subject  index  covers  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard 
published  during  1992,  from  issue  No.  542  (10  January) 
through  the  end-of-the-year  issue  No  565  (1 1 Decem- 
ber). During  this  time,  WV  was  published  biweekly 

• The  fullest  listing  is  by  SUBJECT.  Sublet  headings  are 
arranged  alphabetically  Entries  are  listed  chronologically 
with  two  exceptions  all  entries  comprising  a series  are 
listed  together  immediately  following  the  first  entry  of  the 
series,  corrections  immediately  follow  the  relevant  entry. 
An  asterisk  (*)  after  the  page  location  of  an  entry  indi- 
cates that  a correction  follows 

• Entries  are  listed  under  subject  heads  In  some  cases, 
subject  heads  are  broken  down  into  subcategories 
These  subcategories  are  listed  immediately  after  the  ini- 
tial subject  head  and  preceded  by  a dot  (•).  The  numbers 
following  each  entry  headline  give  the  issue  number,  date 
and  page  number(s)  for  the  article  Thus 

For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand!,  #548,  3 Apr  (16,  15) 
means  the  headline  of  the  article,  issue  No  548,  3 April, 
beginning  on  page  16  and  continuing  on  page  15 

• No  entry  is  listed  twice;  refer  to  cross  references  for 
guidance  in  locating  the  subject  head  for  particular  arti- 
cles Cross  references  are  of  two  types  those  following 
the  word  "see'  deal  centrally  with  the  subject  head,  those 
following  the  words  "see  also"  are  related  articles  Subject 
heads  in  cross  references  are  separated  by  a semicolon 
Thus: 

Economics— See  U.S.:  General;  West  Europe. 

means  that  articles  on  economics  can  be  found  by  going 
to  the  subject  head  UNITED  STATES  and  looking  under 
the  subcategory  General  and  by  going  to  the  subject  head 

WEST  EUROPE 

• Individuals  mentioned  in  articles  are  usually  not  listed 
separately  unless  the  article  is  primarily  about  the  given 
person. 

• Entries  relating  to  foreign  countries  are  listed  under  geo- 
graphical headings  and  not  necessarily  under  any  other 
subject  heading  Unless  listed  separately  for  some 
unusual  reason,  all  foreign  political  organizations  are 
listed  under  appropriate  countries,  while  U S political 
organizations  are  listed  under  their  organizational  names 

• For  this  year's  index  we  have  kept  the  heading  SOVIET 
UNION,  all  articles  on  Russia,  the  Ukraine  and  the  present 
Confederation  of  Independent  States  will  be  found  there 

• Articles  dealing  with  the  Rodney  King  case  and  its  after- 
math  m Los  Angeles  and  around  the  country  can  be 
found  by  going  to  the  subject  head  CIVIL  RIGHTS  and 
looking  under  the  subcategory  Rodney  King  Case  and 
Aftermath  Articles  on  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  generally  are 
listed  under  LOS  ANGELES 

• Articles  dealing  with  the  issue  of  "family  values"  are  listed 
under  WOMAN  QUESTION 

• Abbreviations  used  in  entries  are 

C Correction  S Series 

L Letter  Sup  Supplement 

R Review  YSp  Young  Sparlacus  article 


ABORTION — And  see  Canada;  Ireland.  See 

also  Woman  Question. 

2,000  Defend  D C Abortion  Clinic,  #544, 

7 Feb.  (3) 

For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand!,  #548,  3 Apr 
(16,  15) 

L A. : Busted  for  Defending  Abortion  Clinic  (L), 
#548,  3 Apr.  (2) 

Battle  for  Abortion  Rights  in  Buffalo  (YSp), 
#550,  1 May  (4,  5) 

1 1 Arrested  at  NYC  Clinic  Defense:  The 
Cardinal  and  His  Cops  Target  Abortion 
Rights,  #554,  26  June  (12,  11) 

Free  Abortion  on  Demand!,  #555,  10  July 
(1.8,9) 

RU  486:  French  Women  Got  It,  We  Want  It!, 
#556,  24  July  (1,11) 

Defend  Abortion  Services  at  Cook  County 
Hospital!,  #560,  2 Oct.  (10) 


ABU-JAMAL,  MUMIA 

• Defense  Campaign— See  Death  Penalty; 
Partisan  Defense  Committee: 
Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes. 

• Message  from  Death  Row 

The  Ramona  Africa  Suit,  #551 , 15  May  (2) 
Patience  in  Idaho  vs  Overkill  in  Philly,  #560, 
2 Oct.  (3) 

Outrage  in  Rostock.  #563,  13  Nov.  (3) 


ACT  UP— See  France. 

AFGHANISTAN 

Bloodbath  Looms  in  Afghanistan,  #550,  1 May 

(12,  10) 

Mujahedin  Terror  Stalks  Kabul,  #552, 

29  May  (3) 

AFL-CIO — See  Poland;  U.S.:  International 
Relations. 


AFRICA  — And  see  specific  countries. 
Somalia  Famine:  Imperialism  Starves  Africa, 
#561,  16  Oct.  (1,  6,  7) 


AGRICULTURAL  AND  FOOD  WORKERS 

Barbara  Kopple's  Film  American  Dream — 
Hormel  Strike  P-9  Pride  and  Labor  Cops' 
Treachery  (R),  #542,  10  Jan.  (6,  7,  10) 

Report  from  New  Mexico  Farm  Workers  Strike, 
#557,  7 Aug  (11) 


AIDS  —And  see  Woman  Question.  See  also 
Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  France;  New  York 
City;  U.S.:  General. 

People  with  AIDS  (L),  #542,  10  Jan  (3) 
Australian  Trotskyists  Denounce  Outrageous 
Bigotry  Against  Magic  Johnson,  #546, 

6 Mar.  (16,  15) 


ALGERIA  —And  see  also  United  Secretariat. 

Army  and  Fundamentalists  Face  Off,  #544, 

7 Feb.  (12,  9,  10,  11) 

Allen,  Woody — See  Woman  Question. 

American  Federation  of  State,  County  and 
Municipal  Employees  (AFSCME)— See  Public 
Employees. 

Anti-Semitism— See  Germany;  Italy;  New  York 
City. 

ARCHIVES  OF  THE  MARXIST 
MOVEMENT — And  see  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Lenin  and  Trotsky  to  German  Soldiers,  #550, 

1 May  (7) 

Lenin  and  Trotsky  (citation),  #551,  15  May  (3) 

Prometheus  Research  Library  Book:  James  P 
Cannon  and  the  Early  Years  of  American 
Communism  (R),  #565,  11  Dec 
(8.  9,  10,  11) 

Armed  Forces — See  U.S.:  International 
Relations.  See  also  Partisan  Defense 
Committee:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes. 

Asian  Americans— See  Black  Question; 
Education;  U.S.:  General.  See  also  Quote  of 
the  Week. 

Atlanta— See  Civil  Rights:  Rodney  King  Case 
and  Aftermath;  Transit  Workers. 


AUSTRALIA — And  see  also  AIDS. 

Student  Protest  Rocks  Australia  (YSp),  #551, 
15  May  (15) 

150,000  March  in  Melbourne  Strike  Rally, 
#564,  27  Nov  (5) 

AUTO  WORKERS  — And  see  also  Mexico; 
South  Korea. 

GM  Job  Massacre,  #542,  10  Jan.  (12,  10) 
CAT  Workers:  Shut  It  All  Down!,  #5 47,  20  Mar 
(16,  14) 


UAW  Tops  Knife  Caterpillar  Strike,  #549, 

17  Apr  (1,  8,  9) 

UAW  Tops  Knife  Mexican  Auto  Workers,  #559, 

18  Sept  (12) 

Balkans— See  East  Europe;  Yugoslavia.  See 
also  Quote  of  the  Week. 

BLACK  QUESTION— And  see  Civil  Rights; 
Education;  Los  Angeles.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Message  from  Death  Row; 

Civil  Liberties:  General;  Death  Penalty; 
Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.:  General;  Workers 
League. 

Southern  Schools  Ban  Malcolm  X (YSp),  #549, 
1 7 Apr.  (6) 

Black  Students  Walk  Out  of  Olivet  (YSp), 

#550,  1 May  (4) 

The  Rap  Flap  (YSp),  #555,  10  July  (6,  7) 

Race  and  Class  in  the  "New  World  Order”, 
#563,  13  Nov.  (12,  9,  10,  11) 

Georgia  State  Sit-In  Victory  Against  Racist 
Frats,  #563,  13  Nov.  (10) 

Malcolm  X:  What's  Missing  from  Spike  Lee’s 
Movie  (YSp)(R),  #564.  27  Nov 
(16,  13,  14,  15) 

1965  Spartacist  Statement  on  the 
Assassination  of  Malcolm  X,  #564, 

27  Nov.  (14) 

Spike  Lee  Rewrites  Malcolm  X (L),  #565, 

1 1 Dec  (3) 

BOLSHEVIK  TENDENCY  (BT) 

BT  Sleazeball  Says  Ax  the  Pensioners.  #550, 

1 May  (3) 

Ox  Gored  (L),  #552,  29  May  (4,  8) 

BRITAIN — And  see  also  Partisan  Defense 
Committee:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes. 

British  “Workers  Power"  More  from  the  Yuri 
Butchenko  Brigade.  #550,  1 May  (3.  11) 
British  Miners  Under  the  Ax,  #562,  30  Oct 
(1.10) 

Brosius,  Fritz — See  Obituaries. 

Bulgaria— See  East  Europe. 

Bush,  George — See  Central  America;  United 
States.  See  also  Civil  Liberties:  General. 


CANADA 

Toronto:  3,000  Take  to  the  Streets  Against 
Racist  Cop  Terror.  #551 , 15  May  (16) 

Anti-Abortion  Terrorism  in  Toronto,  #553 
12  June  (12) 

Toronto:  Protest  I S.  Thug  Attack  on 
Trotskyists,  #558,  4 Sept  (5) 

Victory  to  Yellowknife  Gold  Miners!,  #560, 

2 Oct  (5) 

Cannon,  James  P — See  Archives  of  the 
Marxist  Movement.  See  also  Quote  of  the 
Week. 

Capital  Punishment— See  Death  Penalty. 
Caribbean— See  Cuba;  Haiti;  Oil  Workers. 
Caterpillar  Strike— See  Auto  Workers. 


CENTRAL  AMERICA — And  see  also  Quote 
of  the  Week. 

El  Salvador:  There  Is  No  Peace,  #542.  10  Jan 
(1.4.  5) 
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